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A  Few  Thoughts  on  Epilepsy.  By  L.  M.  Lawson,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  in 
the  Medical  College  of  Ohio. 

This  disease,  (which  has  well  nigh  been  ranked  among  the 
opprobia  medicince^)  has  of  late  years  received  a  large  share 
of  attention  from  practitioners  and  pathologists.  But,  not- 
withstanding these  laborioos  and  extensive  investigations,  it 
still  remains,  (so  to  speak,)  a  terra  incognita.  It  is  to  us,  as 
it  was  to  our  predecessors,  a  morbus  herculeus  or  a  morbus  sacer 
— too  often  defying  our  most  cherished  remedies,  mockixig 
alike  the  skill  of  the  physician  and  the  miseries  of  the  pa- 
tient. 

But  in  the  midst  of  this  darkness  and  confusion  a  few  glim- 
mering rays  of  light  now  and  then  steal  in  upon  us ;  and 
while,  in  some  respects,  they  serve  only  to  heighten  the  hor- 
rors of  the  scene,  they  do  reveal  a  few  tangible  points,  which 
may  assist  us  in  reaching  more  rational  conclusions. 

We  cannot  say  that  epilepsy  has,  in  fact,  any  pathological 
anatomy ;  indeed,  the  morbid  changes  which  have  been  ob- 
served after  death,  exhibit  but  little  uniformity,  and  therefore 
cannot  be  regarded  as  essential  to  the  disease.  Probably  the 
only  condition  which  throws  much  light  on  the  malady  ,is  the 
state  of  atrophy  observed  in  the  cortical  portion  of  the  brain  in 
old  epileptics.  This  condition  indicates  a  derangement  of  the 
nutrition  of  the  part,  the  result  of  diminished  action. 
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The  low  state  of  therapeutics  in  relation  to  epilepsy  may  be 
traced  to  two  causes  :  1.  The  absence  of  any  recognizable 
pathological  anatomy  ;  and,  2,  An  effort  to  supply  this  great 
hiatus  by  the  use  of  specifics.  Hence^  even  our  French  con- 
freres, who  usually  exhibit  so  much  philosophy  and  careful 
discrimination,  do  little  more  than  employ,  in  the  most  rou- 
tine manner,  some  fancied  specific.  Trousseau,  for  example, 
finally  fixes  on  the  belladonna  treatment,  which  he  thinks 
must  be  continued  from  two  to  four  years. 

Dr.  Todd,  of  London,  has  recently  attempted  to  bridge  over 
this  great  chasm,  by  suggesting  that  a  polarized  state  of  the 
brain^  (or  certain  parts  of  it,)  occur,  and  that  it  is  the  "  dis- 
ruptive discharge,"  (chemically  speaking,)  which  induces  the 
paroxysm.  He  recognizes  two  degrees :  one  involving  the 
cerebral  hemispheres,  leading  to  loss  of  consciousness  and 
impaired  intellect ;  the  other,  more  profound,  extending  to 
the  tubercula  quadrigemina  and  mesocephale,  causing  the  con- 
vulsions. All  this  he  ascribes  to  a  change  of  nutrition  of  the 
part,  which  induces  a  highly  charged  or  polarized  state,  and 
the  tension  which  ensues  leads  ultimately  to  the  disruptive 
discharge^  and  all  the  phenomena  of  the  paroxysm.  He  does 
not  admit  that  inflammation,  congestion,  or  anaemia  produce 
the  disease ;  but  that  it  often  arises  from  the  specific  influ- 
ence of  some  poison  circulating  in  the  blood,  among  which 
may  be  mentioned  the  influence  of  retarded  urea. 

These  expressions,  however,  are  only  feeble  approaches 
toward  an  explanati3n  ;  for,  although  they  convey  some  faint 
idea  of  what  may  possibly  be  occurring,  they  are  so  dim  and 
shadow-like  as  to  leave  the  inquirer  still  faltering  and  undeci- 
ded. The  only  suggestion  of  practical  value,  embraces  the 
idea  that  the  foundation  of  the  disease  is  essentially  deranged 
nutrition. 

Dr.  Radcliffe  has  offered  an  explanation  of  the  principal 
phenomena  which  occur  in  epilepsy  and  analogous  diseases, 
which  embraces  as  a  fundamental  idea  diminished  nervous 
action.    According  to  this  view,  the  spasmodic  action  is  due 
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to  diminished  circulation  and  innervation,  in  consequence'of 
which  molecular  contraction  of  the  muscles  ensues.  Spas- 
modic action,  therefore,  is  due  to  the  withdrawal  of.  stimu- 
lants, instead,  (as  was  before  believed,)  an  increase  of  excite- 
ment. 

The  novelty  of  this  doctrine  will  secure  for  it  a  hearty  re- 
jection by  those  who  are  accustomed  to  think  only  in  a  single 
channel ;  nevertheless,  there  are  various  facts  and  analogies, 
(which  cannot  be  now  enumerated,)  which  strongly  favor  such 
a  conclusion,  if  they  do  not  positively  establish  it.  Let  me 
name  but  one-^by  no  means  the  most  conclusive :  We  can 
lUed  a  patient  into,  first,  syncope  ;  second,  convulsions.  Here 
is  diminished  excitement  followed  by  violent  muscular  con- 
traction. Is  that  contraction  due  to  an  increase  or  diminu- 
tion of  excitement  ?     But  one  answer  can  be  returned. 

Independent  of  either  of  these  theories,  I  am  led  to  be- 
lieve that  the  essential  pathology  of  epilepsy  is  diminished 
action,  probably  connected  ^at  least  ultimately,)  with  impair- 
ed nutrition.  It  may,  however,  arise  from  the  action  of  poi- 
sons, from  sympathetic  influence,  or  direct  derangement.  It 
is,  in  fact,  connected  with  impaired  vitality  generally,  such  as 
sluggish  innervation,  circulation,  secretions,  mental  manifest- 
ations, and  so  on.  All  this  may  result  from  onimism,  retain- 
ed urea,  the  elements  of  bile  or  other  poisons^  sympathetic 
derangement  of  the  alimentary  canal  and  uterus,  and  excess- 
ive and  exhausting  mental  efforts  or  emotions.  In  each  in- 
stance, however,  the  uUimate  effect,  (and  that  which  leads  to 
regularly  developed  epilepsy,)  is  exhausting  in  its  character^ 
and  finally  impairs  nutrition. 

It  is  a  peculiar  fact,  and  one  which  is  very  significant  in 
this  connection,  that  an  intercurrent  excitement — such  as 
fever  or  inflammation — ^temporarily  suspends  epilepsy,  which 
could  hardly  happen  if  the  disease  was  not  one  of  diminish- 
ed vitality.  An  instance  has  come  to  my  knowledge  in  which 
%  severe  fall,  from  some  considerable  height,  had  the  same 
effect. 
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The  conclusion  which  appears  to  me  most  in  accordance 
with  the  phenomena  of  epilepsy  is,  that  the  essential  patho- 
logical state  is  one  of  depressed  vitality,  including  impaired 
nutrition.  But  while  this  is  admitted,  we  must  often  look 
beyond  the  nervous  system  for  some  exciting  or  predisposing 
oause  ;  and  hence  there  is  some  justness  in  the  following  va- 
rieties of  epilepsy,  as  enumerated  by  Dr.  Cheyne :  epilepsia 
cerebraliSj  aympatheticay  9tamachica^  hepaticay  nervosa^  uterina^ 
a  dolore.  It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  these  func- 
tional derangements  may  be  a  consequence  and  not  the  cause 
of  an  attack. 

In  regard  to  the  urinary  secretion,  it  has  been  shown  by 
Dr.  Hunt  and  Dr.  Todd,  that  certain  derangements  of  this 
function  may  lead  to  epilepsy,  and  that  its  cure  consists  in 
correcting  that  condition  ;  and  the  same  remarks  apply  with 
equal  force  to  the  hepatic  function.  Thus,  Dr.  Todd  found 
the  urine  albuminous,  with  deficient  urea ;  Dr.  Hunt  observed 
the  secretion  to  manifest  a  feeble  acid  reaction,  with  low  spec- 
ific gravity,  increase  of  mineral  ingredients  with  diminution 
of  urea  and  other  organic  matter.  These  facts,  coupled  with 
the  observations  of  Dr.  Prout,  that  when  soda  and  ammonia 
are  in  excess,  urea  becomes  diminished,  and  that  soda  and 
potash  seriously  injure  the  nervous  system ;  and  we  have  a 
key  to  at  l^ast  some  of  the  morbid  changes  which  occur  in 
such  cases. 

But,  after  all,  the  great  object  is  to  find  a  successful  mode 
of  treatmeni.  Unfortunately,  most  of  the  specifics  have  fail- 
ed, or  if  occasionally  successful,  they  are  not  so  with  suffi- 
cient uniformity  to  establish  for  either  one  a  particular  pre- 
eminence. Thus,  nitrate  of  silver,  oxide  of  zinc,  sulphate  of 
oopper,  iron,  arsenic,  digitalis,  valerianate  of  zinc,  belladon- 
na, the  recently  vaunted  cotyledon  umbilicus — and  an  innu- 
merable host  of  similar  agents — have  each  in  their  turn  sig- 
nally failed.  It  is  true,  each  may  at  times  succeed,  but  their 
application  is  altogether  empirical,  and  therefore  necessarily 
unsuccessful. 
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In  view  of  the  depressed  state  of  vitality,  the  leading  in- 
dication with  me  is  to  improve  the  tone  of  the  system  by  the 
administration  of  stimulants,  tonics  and  suitable  nourishment. 
For  this  purpose  I  employ  brandy,  iron  and  animal  food. 
These  agents  improve  the  tone  of  the  system,  and  I  have 
witnessed  the  suspension  (and  probable  cure)  of  the  disease 
while  under  this  course  of  treatment.  In  one  case  of  six 
years'  duration,  violent  paroxysms  occurring  at  least  weekly, 
with  the  "  petit  mal*'  almost  daily,  the  paroxysms  were  sub- 
dued, and  the  patient  apparently  restored,  under  the  use  of 
ounce  doses  of  brandy  three  times  a  day,  together  with  pur- 
gatives, and  small  doses  of  hyoscyamus  and  strychnine. 

But  I  would  by  no  means  neglect  the  kidneys  and  liver. 
If  there  is  diminished  urea,  employ  diuretics ;  if  the  alkalies 
have  increased  in  the  urine,  give  acids,  especially  the  nitro- 
muriatic.  If  the  liver  is  torpid,  (which  is  almost  invariably 
the  case,)  give  cathartics,  containing  more  or  less  mercury. 
I  place  great  reliance  on  the  judicious  (but  decided)  employ- 
ment of  cathartics ;  but  none  of  these  agents  should  inter- 
fere with  the  tonic  and  stimulating  treatment.  Bestore  the 
general  health  by  means  of  alteratives  and  tonics  and  by 
keeping  the  i  enal  and  hepatic  emunctories  acting  freely,  and 
then  overcome  the  nervous  disease  by  cardiac  and  nervous 
stimulants. 

Among  the  class  of  remedies  known  as  specifics^  (so  called 
because  their  mode  of  action  is  unknown,)  none  has  gained 
more  reputation  than  the  oxide  of  zinc.  M.  Herpin  (who  re- 
ceived a  prize  from  the  Institute  of  France,  in  1850,  for  his 
treatise  on  this  subject,)  eulogises  the  virtues  of  the  zinc,  and 
indeed  placed  his  chief  reliance  on  that  agent.  The  success 
of  M.. Herpin  was  very  remarkable.  He  gave  the  zinc  in 
doses  of  6  to  8  grains  daily,  in  divided  portions,  augmented 
every  week  by  2  grains  daily,  until  the  dose  reached  /orfy- 
five  grains !  This  was  continued  for  months  in  succession. 
The  nausea,  which  appeared  at  first,  soon  passed  off,  and  no 
further  inconvenience  from  the  large  doseiB  was  experienced. 
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He  mentions  one  remarkable  case  in  which  1200  fits  had  oc- 
curred, cured  by  a  combination  of  zinc  and  belladonna.  Of 
40  cases  treated  with  the  oxide  of  zinc  alone,  28  were  cored 
— a  far  greater  success  than  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  most 
practitioners. 

It  does  not  appear,  however,  that  others  have  been  equally 
successful  with  this  agent.  Thus,  M  Trousseau,  in  the  very 
fiice  of  Herpin's  experiments,  abandons  the  zinc,  and  now  re- 
lies, mainly,  on  belladonna.  He  employs  a  pill  composed  of 
the  powder  and  extract  of  the  roots  of  belladonna  aa  one- 
seventh  grain.  One  pill  is  given  every  night  for  the  first 
month,  which  should  be  increased  one  for  each  month  up  to 
the  fourth  month.  He  has  cured  20  out  of  150  cases  ;  and 
M.  Blache  has  had  about  similar  success. 

In  regard  to  prognosis,  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  prin- 
cipal elements  are  age,  duration  of  the  disease,  frequency  of 
paroxysm,  &c.  The  periods  most  susceptible  of  cure,  are, 
first,  between  10  and  20  years,  and,  second,  above  fifty  ;  from 
20  to  30  being  the  most  unfavorable.  It  is  an  important  fact 
mentioned  by  Herpin,  that  when  the  paroxysms  have  not  ex- 
ceeded 100,  he  cured  74  per  cent. ;  but  when  they  exceeded 
500  he  did  not  succeed  in  curing  a  case. 

One  of  the  most  important  elements  of  success  in  treat- 
ment, is  perseverance.  Trousseau  remarks  that  if,  at  the  end 
of  one  year,  a  little  mitigation  can  be  perceived,  there  is 
ground  for  encouragement ;  but  that  the  medicine  must  usu- 
ally be  continued  from  two  to  four  years.  I  am  fully  per- 
suaded that  our  want  of  success  often  depends  on  the  fre- 
queut  change  of  remedies,  and  the  too  early  abandonment 
of  even  a  correct  course.  We  should  study  well  our  case, 
become  perfectly  sure  of  its  essential  points,  and  then  adopt 
such  course  as  promises  most  success,  and  persevere  to  the  end. 
No  doubt  it  was  in  this  way  that  M.  Herpin  secured  a  higher 
per  centage  of  cures  than  his  cotemporaries,  and  it  is  by  the 
same  unfaltering  course  that  others  can  obtain  a  like  success. 
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Finally,  I  would  enumerate  the  following  points  in  the  treat- 
ment : 

1.  Cathartics,  more  or  less  mercurial. 

2    Tonics,  especially  iron. 

8.  Acids  or  diuretics,  in  deranged  urinary  secretion. 

4.  Stimulants,  brandy,  whisky,  gin. 

5.  The  special  agents,  oxide  of  zinc  being  preferable.       < 

6.  Belladonna,  combined  with  the  oxide  or  valerianate  of 
line,  in  special  cases. 

7.  Above  all,  persevere  to  the  end. 


Successful  Amputation  at  the  Hip  Joint.  By  Geo.  C' 
Blackman,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Medical 
College  of  Ohio;  Surgeon  to  the  Commercial  Hospital, 
Cincinnati. 

John  Pfiel,  a  German,  twenty  years  of  age,  was  admitted 
into  the  Commercial  Hospital,  November,  1855.  He  com- 
plained of  an  enlargement  of  the  lower  part  of  the  femuTi 
which  somewhat  interfered  with  locomotion,  but  caused  him 
but  little  pain.  The  tumor,  evidently  of  an  osseous  charac- 
ter, was  oblong  in  shape,  and  extended  from  just  above  the 
condyles  to  about  the  middle  of  the  thigh.  The  integuments 
were  of  natural  appearance.  In  the  course  of  from  four 
to  five  weeks,  the  tumor  was  found  to  have  rapidly  in- 
creased in  size,  and  bid  fair  soon  to  involve  the  whole  of  the 
femur.  In  a  clinical  lecture  upon  the  case,  we  expressed  our 
fears  that  the  disease  was  of  a  malignant  character,  and  gave 
an  unfavorable  prognosis.  At  the  same  time,  the  patient's 
health  being  tolerably  good,  we  proposed  amputation  at  the 
hip-joint,  as  the  only  alternative.  To  this  he  assented,  and 
on  the  8th  of  December,  1855,  in  the  presence  of  the  class, 
we  disarticulated  the  thigh,  assisted  by  Prof.  T.  Wood,  Dn 
Thompson,  of  Columbus,  Drs.  Fries,  of  Cincinnati,  Dr.  Evans, 
of  Covington,  and  Dr.  Bae,  the  House  surgeon.  The  opera- 
tion adopted  was  that  by  the  anterior  and  posterior  flaps,  and 
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was  completed  within  thirty  seconds.  On  examination,  the 
femur  was  found  to  be  affected  with  osteo-cephaloma,  the 
disease  involving  two-thirds  of  the  shaft  of  the  bone.  As  the 
patient  was  under  the  influence  of  a  mixture  of  chloroform  and 
sulphuric  ether,  he  suffered  no  pain,  but  was  greatly  pros- 
trated— although  the  hemorrhage,  owing  to  the  skillful  com- 
pression, by  Prof  Wood,  was  slight.  For  several  days  the 
pulse  ranged  from  130  to  160  per  minute ;  and  it  was  not 
until  after  the  fourth  day  that  reaction  was  satisfactorily  es- 
tablished. The  greater  portion  of  the  surfaces  of  the  flaps 
united  by  the  first  intention ;  but  some  sinuses  continued 
for  several  months,  and  even  to  this  day  (Dec.  22, 1856),  there 
are  two  or  three  fistulous  openings,  which  probably  commu- 
nicate with  the  cotyloid  cavity.  During  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember last,  the  patient  suffered  severely  from  a  dysenteric 
affection,  and  for  weeks  was  in  a  very  feeble  state.  For  some 
time  past  he  has  been  in  the  City  Infirmary,  near  Car- 
thage, and  we  have  been  informed  within  the  past  ten  days 
by  the  physician  of  the  institution.  Dr.  Lassing,  that  although 
yet  not  fully  recovered  from  the  attack  to  which  we  have  al- 
luded, there  are  no  appearances  of  a  return  of  the  disease 
for  which  he  submitted  to  amputation  at  the  hip-joint.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  this  report  is  written  54  weeks  after 
the  operation.  The  treatment  of  the  case,  for  weeks  after  the 
operation,  was  under  the  skillful  superintendence  of  Dr.  Rae, 
and  to  his  unremitting  care  the  patient  is  undoubtedly  indebt- 
ed for  his  recovery. 

Statistics. — ^Previously  to  the  year  1800,  amputation  at  the 
hip-joint  had  been  performed,  in  about  a  dozen  instances. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  present  century,  the  celebrated 
Pott  could  not  find  language  suitable  to  express  ^^  the  horrid- 
ness  **  of  this  operation,  and  he  was  very  sure  that  he  never 
should  perform  it,  unless  on  a  dead  body  !  His  condemnation 
of  this  proceeding,  however,  has  exerted  as  little  influence 
with  surgeons,  as  has  his  propositioi/ to  substitute  amputation 


Blacehan,  on  Amputation  at  the  Hip- Joint.  9 

of  the  thigh  for  ligature  of  the  femoral  artery,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  popliteal  aneurism.  Hundreds  of  cases  of  the  latter 
affection  have  now  been  treated  by  means  of  the  ligature,  and 
amputation  at  the  hip-joint  has  already  been  performed  in 
upwards  of  140  instances  ! 

During  the  past  ten  years,  the  profession  has  been  favored 
with  the  statistics  of  amputation  at  the  hip-joint,  by  three 
different  writers,  which  are  worthy  of  particular  mention.  In 
1846,  Mr.  Wm.  Sands  Cox,  of  Birmingham,  Eng.,  published 
an  expensive  folio,  in  which,  after  reporting  a  case  in  his  own 
practice,  he  gives  a  summary  of  those  which  he  had  been  able 
to  collect.  The  whole  number  of  these  was  84,  of  which  26 
were  successful,  and  58  unsuccessful. 

Dr.  Stephen  Smith,  of  N.  Y.,  published  in  the  New  York 
Journal  of  Medicine^  for  October,  1852,  his  statistics  of  this 
operation,  amounting  in  all  to  98  cases,  of  which  42  recov- 
ered and  56  died. 

Dr.  G.  B.  Giinther,  of  Leipzic,  in  his  "  Lehre  von  der  Blu- 
tigen  Operationen^^^  Ac,  (17th  part ;  1856),  gives  a  summary 
of  129  cases,  40  of  which  are  reported  as  successful,  and  89 
fatal.  Giinther  has  omitted,  in  his  collection,  the  late  Mr. 
Guthrie's  first  and  unsuccessful  operation,  in  1812,  after  the 
seige  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  in  Spain ;  also,  two  fatal  cases  in 
the  practice  of  Dupuytren,  and  a  successful  operation  by  Prof. 
Syme.  K  Dupuytren  told  the  truth  to  Velpeau,  he  had  ope- 
rated in  three  cases  instead  of  one,  as  stated  by  Giinther. 
All  were  fatal.  In  addition  to  these,  we  have  the  cases  in 
which  the  operation  was  performed  by  Mr.  Beatson,  Mr.  Ta- 
tum,  Mr.  Erichsen,  Mr.  Chas.  G.  Guthrie,  Mr.  Curling,  Mr. 
Mackenzie,  Dr.  Webber,  of  New  York,  (now  deceased),  and  a 
very  recent  case  by  Mr.  Hancock,  of  the  Charing  Cross  hos- 
pital, London.  Adding  to  these  our  own  case,  and  we  have, 
with  Gunther's  collection  (129),  a  total  of  142  cases,  of  which 
45  were  successful  and  97  fatal.  The  most  common  cause  of 
death,  as  might  be  expected,  is  the  immediate  shock  of  the 
operation,  or  secondary  hemorrhage.     Prof.  Syme,  reporting 
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a  successful  cavse  of  his  own,  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal^  vol.  xxl.,  p.  27,  remarks,  "  I  firmly  believe 
that  if  the  operation  be  done  properly,  and  above  all,  quickly, 
its  success  will  be  general,  if  not  uniform/'  Now,  on  the  5th 
of  January,  1863,  Mr.  Mackenzie,  of  Edinburgh,  and  lately  de- 
ceased, performed  this  operation  on  a  limb  greatly  emaciated, 
"  in  less  '*  than  ten  seconds  ;  and  though  scarcely  a  tea-cap 
full  of  blood  was  lost  at  the  time,  yet  secondary  hemorrhage 
occurred,  some  eight  days  afterwards,  and  proved  fatal.  The 
observation  of  the  Edinburgh  professor  must  be  regarded  as 
one  of  those  to  which  he  is  so  prone,  without  due  deliberation, 
to  give  utterance. 

Dr.  Stephen  Smith,  in  reviewing  the  history  of  this  opera- 
tion, and  the  results  in  the  98  cases  which  he  collected,  ob- 
serves, that  the  per  centage  of  mortality  has  not  gradually 
diminished,  but  quite  abruptly. 

"  Thus  for  the  twelve  years  previously  to  1840,  there  were 
29  cases  reported,  of  which  six  were  successful,  and  23  fatal — 
being  a  mortality  of  over  79  per  cent. ;  while  for  the  twelve 
years  subsequently  to  that  date,  as  already  noticed,  the  mor- 
tality was  reduced  to  but  fourteen  per  cent.  It  is  difficult  to 
account  for  this  feature  in  the  history  of  the  operation,  except 
in  a  general  way — for  the  ratio  of  accidents  and  injuries  to 
chronic  diseases  of  the  thigh,  remains  nearly  the  same  in  both 
periods.  We  may  suspect,  however,  that  the  cases  were  bet- 
ter selected — that  the  operation  was  more  skillfully  executed, 
and,  above  all,  that  much  is  due  to  the  employment  of  anaes- 
thetics." 

There  are  many  points  of  interest  connected  with  this  opera- 
tion, and  the  injuries  and  diseases  for  which  it  has  been  per- 
formed; but  upon  these,  we  have,  at  present,  neither  time  nor 
space  to  dwell. 
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Deranged  Assimilation.  Being  part  of  a  Lecture  Delivered 
in  ike  Medical  College  of  Ohio.  By  S.  G.  Armor,  M.  D. 
Professor  of  Pathology  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

The  circulation  is  primarily  and  most  directly  dependent 
apon  the  process  of  assimilation,  and  the  blood,  in  its  turn, 
influences  every  structure  and  function  of  the  body. 

The  process  has  been  naturally  divided  by  authors,  under 
two  heads,  namely:  Primary  and  Secondary  assimilation. 
Primary  assimilation,  includes  all  the  changes  which  take  place 
previously  to  the  conversion  of  alimentary  materials  into 
blood.  Secondary  assimilation,  includes  the  conversion  of 
the  blood  into  the  various  structures  of  the  body,  and  the  provi- 
sion which  nature  makes  for  the  removal  of  a  superabundant 
supply  from  the  system  by  the  various  excretory  organs. 

The  importance  of  this  function,  and  the  wide  extent  of 
injury  which  must  result  from  such  a  process  being  imperfectly 
performed,  must  be  very  apparent.  If  the  first  and  primary 
process  be  in  any  degree  deranged,  or  morbidly  performed, 
the  subsequent  impress  must,  to  a  greater  or  less  degree,  be 
felt  in  a  wide  range  of  functional  and  organic  derangement. 
There  is  no  organ,  however  remote,  which  may  not  be  de- 
ranged, by  a  deranged  condition  of  primary  assimilation; 
there  is  no  tissue,  however  dissimilar,  which  may  not  sufier 
from  a  deranged  and  perverted  nutrition  produced  thereby. 

In  the  numerous  and  varied  affections  which  result  from 
deranged  assimilation,  there  is  one  great  pathological  feature 
which  may  be  said  to  be  common  to  all,  namely  :  an  imperfect^ 
vitiatedy  or  impure  condition  of  the  blood. 

The  simplest,  earliest,  and  most  common  form  of  deranged 
assimilation,  is  that  which  results  from  derangement  of  the 
digestive  process.  If  this  first  process  be  imperfectly  per- 
formed, complete  recovery  from  it  does  not,  perhaps,  take 
place  in  the  entire  round  of  nutritive  assimilation.  Its  im- 
portance is  manifest  in  the  varied  unnatural  compounds  which 
are  formed.     The  chyme  is  highly  unfit  for  the  changes  which 
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it  is  destined  to  undergo.  The  chyle  is  of  an  unhealthy  acid 
character.  In  passing  through  the  lacteal  system,  it  is  either 
mal-con verted,  as  has  been  suggested  by  Dr.  Prout,  into  the 
comparatively  insoluble  pseudo-albuminous  matter  of  struma, 
or  may  be  arrested  in  its  passage  through  the  mesenteric 
glands,  giving  rise  to  what  has  been  denominated,  "  tabes  mes- 
entericaJ*  And  the  blood,  in  its  turn,  becomes  vitiated  by 
highly  azotized  compounds.  These  impurities  are  generally 
removed  by  the  kidneys,  skin,  and  other  emunctories.  Yet, 
if  the  cause  continue,  the  excretory  powers  either  become 
impaired  or  unequal  to  the  task,  and  hence  the  development 
of  the  lithic,  arthritic,  and  rheuii\atic  diathesis,  the  irritable 
and  aching  muscles,  the  lassitude,  and,  it  may  be,  ultimate 
structural  disease. 

Dr.  Kigby,  of  London,  has  recently  pointed  out  the  very 
marked  effect  of  deranged  assimilation,  especially  in  the 
diseases  of  childhood,  and  to  his  excellent  monograph  on 
this  subject,  I  commend  your  attention. 

He  calls  attention  to  the  fact,  that  many  constitutional  dis- 
turbances arc  produced  from  a  similar  condition  in  secondary 
assimilation.  It  will  be  remembered,  that  the  albuminous 
material,  elaborated  in  the  process  of  primary  assimilation, 
is  a  simple  chemical  compound,  and  possesses  a  remarkable 
tendency  to  putrefaction.  From  it  is  derived,  during  secon- 
dary assimilation,  gelatine,  which  forms  so  large  a  portion  of 
the  solid  structures  of  the  body.  Now,  if  more  of  this  albu- 
minous element  is  supplied  than  is  necessary  for  the  wants 
of  the  system ;  or,  if  it  do  not  undergo  the  necessary  pre- 
paratory changes,  and  is  transformed,  as  Dr.  Prout  sug- 
gests, into  insoluble  pseudo-albuminous  matter,  it  becomes 
speedily  converted  into  the  ingredients  of  urine,  and  is  de- 
purated in  the  form  of  lithic  acid,  lithate  of  ammonia,  &c., 
or  is  thrown  off  unchanged.  These  compounds,  it  will  be 
remembered,  are  but  expressions  of  a  retrograde  metamor- 
phosis of  animal  tissue,  or  of  imperfectly  assimilated  albu- 
men ;  they  are,  in  other  words,  but  the  lower  forms  of  animal 
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matter,  into  which  the  higher  albuminous  and  fibrinous  ele 
ments  tend  to  pass  in  their  progress  towards  dissolution. 

I  have  said  that  these  albuminous  compounds,  destitute  of 
a  vital  impress,  possess  a  remarkable  tendency  to  this  retro- 
grade metamorphosis,  and  to  the  formation  of  these  azotised 
compounds. 

Now,  it  may  be  interesting,  for  a  moment,  to  stop  and 
enquire  whether  any  other  organs  than  those  concerned  in  the 
primary  process  of  assimilation,  efiect  any  salutary  change 
upon  the  albumen  of  the  blood,  in  its  ascending  scale  of 
development?  The  answer  to  this  inquiry  would  lead  us 
beyond  the  range  of  discussion  proposed  in  the  present  lec- 
ture, and  would  open  out  to  us  fields  of  enquiry  scarcely  yet 
trodden  by  the  cultivators  of  pathological  scien^ce.  Allow 
me,  however,  in  this  connection,  to  digress  for  a  moment  by 
way  of  attracting  your  attention  to  a  few  facts,  which,  indi- 
rectly at  least,  bear  upon  this  whole  question  of  deranged 
assimilation. 

The  process  of  digestion  is  not  alone  confined  to  the  sto- 
mach. Dr.  Prout  has  very  well  suggested  that  a  species  of 
digestion  appears  to  take  place  in  almost  all  parts  of  the 
system,  and  each  subsequent  change  assimilates  the  nutrient 
fluid  more  to  the  blood  and  to  the  ultimate  animal  tissue. 
Thus,  it  is  not  until  after  the  chyle  has  passed  the  mesenteric 
glands,  that  it  assumes  decidedly  coagulable  properties.  The 
same  thing  is  observed,  in  some  degree,  in  the  vascular  glands^ 
or  glands  without  ducts,  such  as  the  spleen,  thymus,  and  the 
suprarenal  capsules.  Recent  physiological  investigation  would 
appear  to  favor  the  idea  that  these  are  great  blood-making 
glands,  being  actively  concerned  in  elaborating  the  albumi- 
nous and  other  compounds  into  a  condition  susceptible  of 
higher  organization.  Their  bulk  and  activity  appear  to  bear 
an  almost  direct  proportion  to  the  activity  of  the  body's  devel- 
opment and  growth,  being  especially  active  in  the  discharge 
of  their  functions  during  foetal  life  and  childhood. 

In  additioBTto  the  numerous  offices  supposed  to  belong  to 
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the  spleen  J  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  it  also  belongs  to  the 
lymphatic  system.  The  inference  is  derived,  mainly,  from  the 
following  facts :  Ist.  The  apparent  identity  of  its  Malpighian 
bodies.  2d.  Its  removal  has  been  pretty  uniformly  followed 
by  an  enlargement  of  the  lymphatic  glands  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, to  a  size  corresponding  with  the  original  spleen.  8d. 
It  is  found  in  all  vertebrated  animals,  having  a  distinct  absor- 
bent system,  and  found  absent  in  the  invertebrated,  which  are 
destitute  of  an  absorbent  system* 

These  facts  would  appear  to  furnish  strong  evidence  of  its 
lymphatic  character.  Then,  again,  like  the  lymphatic  system 
generally,  it  is  intimately  associated  with  changes  in  the  blood 
produced  during  the  process  of  secondary  assimilation.  Phys- 
iologists tell  us  that,  while  the  old  and  perhaps  normal  red 
corpuscles  of  the  blood  are  found  diminished,  the  younger 
brood  of  white  corpuscles,  in  a  transitional  state  of  devel- 
opment, together  with  the  albumen,  fibrine,  and  other  solid 
constituents  of  the  blood,  are  increased  in  the  splenic  vein.* 

The  livery  also,  in  addition  to  its  elaboration  of  sugar  and 
fatty  matter,  has  been  found  to  render  albumen  more  fit  to 
enter  the  general  circulation.  Bernard's  experiments  on  this 
subject  are  of  a  very  interesting  character.  He  injected  a 
solution  of  albumeif  into  the  jugular  vein,  and  found  that,  in 
every  instance,  it  speedily  degenerated  into  the  constituents 
of  urine ;  while  no  such  change  took  place  when  injected  into 
the  vena  porta.  • 

Are  not  these  physiological  facts  in  advance  of  our  pathol- 
ogy ?  In  general  cachectic  conditions  of  constitution,  char- 
acterized by  palor,  emaciation  and  a  degraded  nutrition,  ne 
perhaps  too  often  overlook,  the  condition  of  organs  at  least 
indirectly  concerned  in  the  process  of  secondary  assimilatioiii 
and  perhaps  directly  concerned  in  imparting  a  vital  impress 
to  the  blood.  The  relations  of  the  lymphatic  system  open  up 
a  wide,  an  interesting,  and  almost  uncultivated  field  of  path- 
ological inquiry. 

But  let  us  return  to  the  practical  inquiry :  What  provision 


Abmor,  an  Deranged  AenmUaiian.  15 

has  nature  made  for  the  removal  of  the  albuminous  and  mal- 
assimilated  compounds  ?  Authors  usually  allude  to  the  kid- 
neys as  the  great  depurators  of  these  compounds,  and  they 
are  doubtless  actively  concerned  as  such. 

But  the  skin  and  mitcous  membranes  are  also  great  secreting 
surfaces,  whose  functions,  as  such,  are,  I  fear,  greatly  under- 
rated ;  and  to  Dr.  Rigby,  as  I  have  already  intimated,  we  are 
much  indebted  for  a  clear  and  satisfactory  exhibition  of  the 
subject. 

The  skin  is  known  to  secrete  both  lithic  acid  and  urea  ;  also 
lactic  acid,  to  some  extent.  The  secretion  of  lactic  acid  takes 
place  most  abundantly  from  mucous  membranes,  and  is  espe- 
cially marked  in  the  acid,  frothy  discharges  of  children,  at- 
tended by  more  or  less  pain,  grinding  of  the  teeth,  clenching 
of  the  hands,  defective  nutrition,  palor,  and  torpid  and  un- 
healthy secretions. 

There  is  an  intimate  connection,  as  shown  by  DA  Rigby, 
between  the  assimilation  of  the  albuminous  principle  and  the 
functions  of  the  mucous  membranes.  An  unhealthy  condition 
of  one,  determines  corresponding  change  of  function  in  the 
other.  These  facts  assist  materially  in  elucidating  the  patho- 
logy of  many  affections,  the  nature  of  which  has  not  been  suf- 
ficiently understood.  Thus  in  affections  arising  from  mal- 
assimilation  of  the  albuminous  principle,  an  altered  state  and 
action  of  the  mucous  membranes  is  a  most  remarkable  and  in- 
teresting feature ;  they  become  congested,  swollen,  injected, 
and  even  presenting  a  purplish  appearance.  Dr.  Front  has 
clearly  pointed  out  the  connection  between  the  lithic  acid  dia- 
thesis and  rheumatic  ophthalmia  and  renal  disease ;  and  also 
the  almost  invariable  concurrence  of  hemorrhoidal  symptoms 

The  mucous  membrane  of  the  bladder  is  also  frequently 
implicated.  As  long  as  the  kidneys  rectiiy,  lactic  acid,  lithate 
of  ammonia,  and  urea,  are  in  excess ;  but  if  their  functions  be 
impaired  by  irritation,  and  a  state  bordering  on  inflammation 
be  set  up,  the  usual  elements  of  the  urine  disappear ;  it  loses 
its  specific  gravity,  becomes  neutral,  or  alkaline,  and  opales* 
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cent  in  appearance ;  and  the  kidneys  may  finally  pass  into  a 
state  of  organic  degeneration. 

Another  fact,  well  established  by  observation,  is,  that  un- 
der certain  circumstances  of  mal-assimilation,  there  is  a  yerj 
notably  increased  secretion  of  gas  from  the  surface  of  mucous 
membranes.  Prof.  Tiedman's  experiments  on  pulmonary  ex^ 
halation^  have  thrown  much  light  on  this  subject,  and  clearly 
demonstrate  that,  under  certain  states  of  vitiated  circulation, 
the  mucous  membrane  is  an  excretory  organ  of  much  impor- 
tance. 

He  injected  various  substances  into  the  blood-vessels,  and 
the  result  of  his  observations  went  to  show  that  the  mucous 
membrane  was  very  actively  concerned  as  an  eliminating  sur- 
face. In  the  experiments  where  musk  was  introduced  into 
the  femoral  vein  of  a  dog,  the  effects  upon  the  abdominal  vis* 
cera  were  very  remarkable.  The  veins  became  distended 
with  dark,  venous-colored  blood,  the  stomach  was  very  much 
congested  and  intensely  red,  and  the  whole  intestinal  canal 
dark  and  swollen.  And  may  not  the  suspension  of  textural 
nutrition,  and  the  consequent  derangement  of  secondary  assi- 
milation, with  the  perverted  secretions  to  which  it  must  neces- 
sarily give  rise,  be  the  chief  cause  of  the  intestinal  complica- 
tion which  is  so  frequently  present  in  many  of  the  continued 
forms  of  fever  ? 

The  »hin  is  also  a  very  important  surface  of  relation.  With 
regard  to  its  general  function  as  a  channel  for  the  elimination 
of  morbific  matters  from  the  blood,  it  is  probable  that  it  has 
been  much  underrated.  Much  use  may  be  made  of  it  in  the 
treatment  of  very  many  diseases,  especially  such  as  depend 
on  some  morbific  matters  in  the  blood.  Nature  frequently 
uses  it  for  this  purpose, — a  copious  perspiration  being  often 
the  turning-point  or  crisis. 

It  must  appear  evident,  from  an  investigation  of  the  de- 
rangements of  the  assimilative  process,  that  many  disorders 
must  necessarily  result  therefrom.  It  directly  affects  the 
great  system  of  nutrition,  upon  the  healthy  condition  of  which 
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the  intcgritj  of  every  structure  and  function  of  the  body  is 
immediately  dependent ;  and  this,  in  its  turn,  deranges  the 
entire  secernarU  system — for  it  must  be  obvious,  that  if  the 
assimilation  of  nutrient  matter  be  in  any  respect  wrongly 
performed,  the  products  of  the  decomposition  of  the  tissues, 
(in  vrhich  the  secretions  probably  originate),  must  aJso  be  dif- 
ferent. 

It  is  of  the  highest  importance,  therefore,  that  we  should 
possess  some  fixed  and  certain  knowledge  of  the  pathological 
relations  which  derangement  of  the  assimilative  functions  sus- 
tain to  a  gradually  vitiated  circulation — ^local  disease  appear- 
ing as  the  product  of  the  general  disorder. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  speak  of  the  treatment,  medical 
and  hygienic,  adapted  to  deranged  assimilation.  This  must, 
of  course,  vary  with  the  pecuUarities  of  each  case.  A  great 
leading  indication,  however,  is  to.  correct  the  constilutional 
diathesis.  This  may  be  done,  partly,  by  a  rigid  dietetic  course, 
both  as  to  quality  and  quantity.  We  should  avoid  more  ma- 
terial than  can  be  thrown  through  the  normal  series  of  the 
metamorphoses,  and  this  should  be  of  a  healthy,  digestible 
quality.  The  assimilative  functions  should  also  be  strength- 
ened by  appropriate  tonics,  and  the  patient  should  be  directed 
to  take  regular  exercise  in  the  open  air.  There  are  no  sub- 
stitutes for  good  wholesome  diet,  pure  air  andjnoderate  exercise. 

In  the  second  place,  we  may  accelerate  the  metamorphoses 
of  albuminous  compounds,  and  disintegrating  animal  tissue, 
by  the  administration  of  the  salts  of  potash  (acetate),  dissolv 
ed  in  large  quantities  of  water. 

Lastly,  we  may  hasten  the  depuration  of  mal-assimilated 
albuminous  compounds,  by  directing  our  attention  to  the  mU" 
cous  membrane  and  the  skin.  These,  we  have  seen,  are  great  se- 
creting and  depurating  surfaces ;  it  is  not  without  reason, 
therefore,  that,  in  some  diseases,  the  hot  air  halh,  and,  in 
others,  the  wet  slieet,  are  found  powerful  therapeutic  remedies. 
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The  objection  to  their  we  can  only  consist  in  their  blind  and 
indiscriminate  application  to  all  forms  of  disease. 

Note. — On  ibis  subject  yon  will  find  some  ezceedinglj  interesting  Tiews, 
in  ft  memoir  recently  published  bj  Dr.  Hngbes  Bennett,  who  regards  the 
spleen,  thyroid,  suprft-renal,  pitaitary,  pineal,  ihymns  and  lymphatic 
glands,  as  constituting  a  great  glandular  system,  whose  office  it  is  to  form 
the  blood  corpuscles.  In  certain  "  hypertrophies  of  the  lymphatic  glands," 
]>r.  Bennett  belioTes  that  "  their  cell-elements  are  multiplied  to  an  unusu- 
al extent,''  constituting  what  he  describes  as  *<  Leucacyth^emiaf^*  or  white 
cell-blood.  The  spleen,  in  such  cases,  is  often  Tory  greatly  enlarged,  ap- 
parently by  a  true  hypertrophy  of  its  neucUar  ttrueture.  These  neudei  find 
their  way  into  the  blood,  multiply  by  a  process  of  diyision,  sometimes  pro- 
ceed to  deTelopment,  and  appear  then  as  the  "whiie  eorpmeles,"  The  ques- 
tion, howeTcr,  as  to  the  eofjfttteular  origin  of  the  blood,  we  must  reserre 
for  another  occasion.  New  and  interesting  facts  hare  been  recently  dcTcl- 
oped  on  this  subject,  but  until  these  are  sufficiently  analysed,  we  should 
be  careful  in  drawing  from  them  hasty  and  speculatiYC  conclusions.  Bet- 
ter have  a  "  dim  Tision  of  the  true  light,"  Uian  be  led  astray  by  the  more 
attractive  glare  of  the  false  lights. 


Uterine  Polypue.    By  G.  W.  Bobrstler,  M.  D.,   Lancas- 
ter, 0. 

Mrs.  H.,  aged  42,  of  nervo-sanguineous  temperament,  and 
the  mother  of  two  children,  the  youngest  8  years  old.  Four 
years  ago  Mrs.  H.  was  seized  with  profuse  uterine  hemorrhage, 
whiA  occurred  frequently  at  irregular  periods,  and  with  pain. 
The  system  at  last  yielded  to  the  sanguineous  drain,  and  re- 
duced her  to  a  skeleton.  Eighteen  months  ago  she  became 
the  patient  of  Dr.  Miner,  of  Lithopolis.  After  several  explo- 
rations the  Doctor  diagnosed  uterine  polypus,  perhaps  com- 
plicated with  inversion  of  the  matrix.  He  desired  me  to  see 
the  case,  and  upon  examination  by  the  touch,  I  found  a  tumor 
filling  the  upper  half  of  the  vagina,  smooth  and  of  equal 
thickness  from  the  apex  to  its  base.  Here  the  question  pres- 
ented itself:  Is  there  a  tumor,  or  a  chronic  inverted  uterus, 
or  both  ?  There  was  not  the  pear  shape,  which,  by  most  writ- 
ers, is  considered  as  invariably  the  case  where  inversion  of 
the  matrix  is  complicated  with  a  polypus.    Applying  the  spe- 


Oabboll,  0n  IfUermittent  Fever.  19 

ciiliim,  the  tumor  presented  so  gteat  a  resemblance  to  the 
womb  as  strongly  to  impress  my  mind  with  an  inversion 
withont  tumor — ^the  well  established  differential  diagnostic 
sign  of  shape  being  absent,  besides  the  strong  resemblance  of 
the  tumor,  in  color,  to  the  womb.  With  these  doubts  on  my 
mind,  I  expressed  some  unwillingness  to  ligate  what  might 
prove  to  be  the  matrix.  The  clear  history  of  the  progress  of 
the  case,  as  detailed  by  Dr.  Miner,  and  a  just  deference  to  his 
nice  observations  and  discriminating  judgment,  induced  me  to 
attempt  its  ligation.  This  was  effected  by  passing  a  double 
canula,  armed  with  well  annealed  copper  wire,  over  the  tumor 
to  its  base,  thus  throwing  the  wire  loop  around  and  strangu- 
lating it.  Three  days  after  this,  the  Doctor  attempted  to 
tighten  the  wire,  when  it  broke.  He  then  twisted  a  strong 
silk  cord  and  wire  together,  and  successfully  threw  it  around 
the  base  of  the  tumor.  Ten  days  after  this  second  ligation, 
the  tumor  was  cast  off.  From  this  time  all  hemorrhage  ceas- 
ed :  the  catamenia  now  appear  regularly,  and  the  patient  has  so 
far  recovered  as  to  take  charge  of  her  domestic  affairs.  The 
tumor  weighed  full  two  pounds,  and  its  base  was  as  large  as  any 
other  part.  Under  the  microscope  the  fibres  were  seen  to  run 
in  every  conceivable  direction ;  those  on  the  outer  surface,  and 
to  the  depth  of  half  an  inch  into  the  mass,  were  longitudinal ; 
from  thence  to  the  centre  they  interlaced.  The  predomin- 
ance of  cellular  tissue  was  very  apparent,  forming  honey- 
comb depressions  and  fissured  canals.  The  whole  tumor  was 
very  firm  and  of  slight  sensibility.  Neither  effused  blood, 
fungous  growth,  nor  cerebriform  matter  could  be  discovered. 


OheervoHoM  en  $ome  of  the  Mbdee  ef  treatinff  IntermiUent  Fe- 
ver. By  Thomas  Carroll,  M.  D.,  Oin. 

The  following  observations  have  grown  out  of  what  I  have 
witnessed  in  the  treatment  of  intermittent  fever,  during  the 
last  86  years ;  but  my  especial  object  is  to  make  a  few  ob- 
servations on  the  method  pursued  in  the  South  and  West,  for 
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aome  years,  of  treating  this  malady  by  quinine  alone,  by 
homeopathyi  or  by  no  treatment  whatever.  For  years  I  was 
acquainted  only  with  the  mode  of  treatment  directed  by  the 
physicians,  or,  with  what  was  not  uncommon,  that  directed 
by  old  women.  Sometimes,  indeed,  the  water  doctor  was  con- 
sulted, and,  not  unfrequently ,  charms  were  tried.  After  a  while 
the  steam  method  was  introduced  by  that  arch-empiric  Sam. 
Thompson;  but  this  gradually  lost  favor,  as  fatal  results 
frequently  followed  its  adoption,  as  well  as  chronic  mala- 
'dies  of  a  serious  kind.  Homeopathy  came  in  at  a  later  period, 
and  proved  conclusively  that  the  imagination  had  very  little 
power  over  this  disease,  by  its  total  failure  in  controlling  it. 
This  result  has  had  a  most  unhappy  effect  on  the  popularity 
of  this  system  of  quackery,  as  medical  men  have  shown 
most  clearly  great  advantage  from  the  proper  treatment  of 
this  disease.  Yet  there  still  lingers  an  attachment  to  this  mode 
of  practice  in  the  treatment  of  other  diseases,  if  but  little  in 
this. 

It  seems  then  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  notice  any  mode  of 
treatment  but  that  relied  on  by  the  regular  physician,  and 
that  founded  on  the  imagination,  or  homeopathy — which  is, 
indeed,  no  treatment  of  a  medicinal  kind.  I  shall  first  treat 
-of  that  part  of  my  subject  relating  to  the  treatment  of  inter- 
mittent fever  by  quinine  alone,  and  conclude  on  the  consequen- 
ces of  no  treatment— or  of  homeopathy. 

It  seems  to  me,  that  the  treatment  of  intermittent  fever  by 
quinine  alone,  or  any  other  tonic,  is  not  founded  on  just  pa- 
tbologioal  principles,  nor  has  it  been  as  successful  in  practice  as 
a  more  varied  method ;  because  many  cases  of  this  disease 
have  recovered  by  the  medication  of  the  sulphate  alone,  it  does 
not  follow  that  there  may  not  be  a  better  method.  Even  the 
homeopathic  plan. has  allowed  patients  to  wade  through  the 
disease  without  fiUal  consequences  or  serious  results.  The  quack 
boasts  of  his  great  success  and  never-failing  remedies,  because 
some  of  his  patients  resist  both  the  disease  and  his  quackery. 
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That  practitioner  iB  alone  entitled  to  credit,  wbo  manages  his 
case  so  that  his  treatment  does  not  injure  it,  if  it  does  it  no  good** 
The  conscientious  phjrsician  suffers  remorse,  when,  in  his  opin- 
ion, his  remedies  have  done  injury,  which,  forever,  is  a  warn* 
ing  to  him  against  such  practice.  We  are  justified  in  adopting 
or  inventing  new  methods  of  treatment  when  we  draw  rational 
deductions  from  what  we  know  of  the  power  of  certain  reme- 
dial agents,  and  of  the  pathological  condition  of  the  economy 
in  certain  diseases ;  but  if  we,  without  this  knowledge,  pres- 
cribe new  remedies,  and  adopt  plans  at  variance  with  them, 
we  cannot  be  justified  in  the  eyes  of  the  medical  philosopher. 
Due  consideration  should  always  be  given  to  the  experience 
and  opinions  of  those  who  have  written  upon,  or  investigated 
the  disease  which  we  propose  to  cure  by  new  and  untried  me- 
thods. Much  is  often  said  about  the  propriety  of  not  being 
tied  to  the  dogmas  of  those  who  have  gone  before,  or  those 
who  presume  to  dictate  to  the  profession ;  and  as  far  as  this 
independence  is  governed  by  reason  and  common  sense,  it  is 
right,  and  of  coarse  has  led  to  all  the  improvements  in  the ' 
healing  art.  It  must,  however,  be  recollected  that  the  quack 
casts  himself  loose  from  all  past  experience  and  rational  de- 
duction, and  launches  his  crazy  bark  on  the  ocean  of  nncer« 
tainty — and  must,  sooner  or  later,  find  himself  stranded  on 
dangerous  rocks,  where  he  can  never  retrieve  his  past  errors. 
The  intermittent  fever  was  long  treated  with  strict  re- 
gard to  the  avoidance  of  local  congestions,  or  to  the 
removal  of  those  that  had  been  established,  at  the  same 
time  that  those  remedies  were  used  which  wonld,  in  the  first 
place,  moderate  the  force  of  the  exacerbation,  and,  in  the  se- 
cond, prevent  its  recurrence.  Sometimes,  however,  too  much 
care  was  taken  to  prepare  the  system  for  anti  periodics ;  yet, 
in  moderate  cases,  this  plan  was  nearly  always  successful  and 
safe.  But  in  congestive  forms  of  the  disease,  a  more  deter- 
mined depletion,  at  the  onset,  when  the  case  needed  depletion, 
and  a  more  resolute  and  decided  administration  of  tonics,  was 
found  necessary  by  those  who  earefnlly  considered  the  nature 
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of  congestiye  agae.  And  80  or  85  years  ago  there  were  rerj 
many  more  cases  of  this  kind,  at  least  in  this  part  of  the  great 
interior  vanej,  than  there  have  been  in  more  recent  times. 
This  was  especially  the  case  daring  the  years  1821-22  and 
'88 — for,  daring  those  years,  I  saw  more  cases  of  congestiye 
agne  than  I  have  seen  since.  To  make  the  necessary  dis- 
crimination in  these  cases,  seems  to  me  to  constitate  the 
highest  perfection  in  the  skill  of  the  medical  man  that  treats 
them. 

Bat  let  as  next  consider  the  coarse  that  has  been  and 
is  now  parsaed  by  many  physicians,  in  the  Soath  and 
West,'  of  treating  all  forms  of  the  intermittent  fever,  ex- 
dasively  with  the  salph.  of  qainine,  withoat  any  preparatory 
treatment.  In  the  Soath,  particalarly,  it  has,  of  late,  been 
often  administered  as  the  first  medicine,  and  often  foand  sac- 
cessful.  To  those  who  have  not  carefolly  c6nsidered  the 
powers  of  the  salphate,  this  coarse  mast  appear  extraordinary, 
and  likely  to  do  mach  mischief;  bat,  we  mast  recollect,  that 
the  qainine  does  not  act  like  most  other  tonics  on  the  system. 
The  bark  from  which  it  is  made  acts  more  as  an  astringent, 
excites  more  the  circalation,  and  does  not,  as  the  former,  act 
so  mach  as  a  sadorific.  The  danger,  then,  of  giving  the  sal- 
phate is  greatly  lessened,  withoat  other  accompaniments,  by 
these  qaalities ;  yet,  safety  and  pradence  imperatively  de- 
mand preparatory  treatment  before  the  exhibition  of  this  drag. 
This  is  especially  the  case  when  the  attack  is  inflammatory  in 
its  natare,  or  when  there  is  great  falness  of  the  vessels,  or 
general  plethora  of  the  system.  Bloodletting,  daring  the 
stage  of  excitement,  with  pargatives,  etc.,  are  often  of  great 
ose.  One  prescription,  which  I  have  employed  daring  this 
stage,  is  that  of  either  warm  or  cold  affasion ;  I  have,  however, 
chiefly  relied  on  the  cold.  My  plan  has  generally  been,  when 
the  fever  ran  high,  to  bleed  my  patient  first,  and  before  the 
effect  sabsided,  poor  over  him  a  few  gallons  of  cold  water,  and 
pat  him  to  bed  withoat  drying.  This  coarse  nearly  always 
tenninates  the  paroxyun  within  m  short  time  ;  then  a  parga- 
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tive  may  be  administered  immediatelj  after  the  patient  has 
undergone  the  bleeding  and  shower-bath ;  and  as  soon  as  the 
action  of  the  cathartic  oocors,  the  sulphate  may  be  given  witii 
safety— even  before  the  intermission  has  completely  takoi 
place — ^in  such  quantities  as  the  nature  of  the  case  may  de* 
mand,  always  bearing  in  mind  that  unless  a  succeeding  con- 
gestive  chill  be  apprehended,  that  from  two  to  five  grains^ 
every  four  hours,  are  sufficient ;  for  it  is  better  to  let  another 
chill  occur  than  to  bring  the  system  very  suddenly  under  the 
specific  influence  of  this  medicine — as  large  doses  have  been 
known  to  produce  permanent  deafness.  I  have  learned  that 
there  are  one  or  two  cases  of  this  kind  in  this  city.  Ify  how- 
ever, the  chills  are  of  a  congestive  character,  it  is  decidedly 
better  to  give  enough  of  the  medicine,  within  a  few  hours,  to 
insure  safety  from  a  return  of  the  chill.  Thirty,  forty,  or 
sixty  grains  may  be  given  in  such  cases  without  danger. 

When  quinine  alone  is  administered,  results  occasionally 
follow  which  are  appalling ;  these  are  chiefly  congestions  of 
the  liver,  spleen,  brain,  etc.  But  what  has  attracted  my 
attention,  as  occasional  results  of  this  mode  of  treatment,  as  well 
as  of  no  treatment,  is  the  occurrence  of  neuralgia,  local  inflam- 
mations of  various^^arts  of  the  body,  with  occasional  suppura* 
tion.  Among  these  local  inflammations  may  be  classed  that  of 
the  eyes,  which  often,  in  chronic  cases,  results  in  the  partial  des- 
truction of  vision ;  and  when  the  humors  of  the  eye  are  in- 
volved, total  blindness  is  an  occasional  result,  from  the  opacity  of 
the  lens.  Inflammation  of  this  organ  is  mostly  connected  with 
neuralgia  of  the  bead,  occurring  in  either  one  or  both  tem- 
ples, or,  indeed,  sometimes  over  the  whole  scalp.  But  more 
on  this  point  by  and  by.  The  parotid  glands  are  occasion- 
ally involved  in  these  inflammations.  With  these  swellings 
of  an  active  kind,  anasarca  and  general  dropsy  sometimes 
occur,  and  not  very  unfreqnently  ascites  is  found  to  follow. 

In  proof  of  these  remarks,  I  will  record  the  following  case. 
A  farmer  residing  in  the  Wabash  valley  took  the  ague  early 
in  the  sommer  of  1866.    His  physician  gave  him,  during  the 
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intenniBsiony  20  or  25  grains  of  quinine  at  a  dose.  This 
amount  prevented  a  recurrence  of  the  chill  for  the  time  be- 
iBg«  The  patient  resumed  his  labor  on  the  farm,  and  at  the 
end  often  or  twelve  days  took  another  chill  which  was  follow-^ 
ed  b  J  an  intermission,  and  the  sulphate  was  again  directed  as 
before,  which  had  the  effect  df  preventing  another  accession. 
The  patient  was  now  advised  to  take  20  grains  of  quinine 
every  ten  days  or  two  weeks  until  a  tendency  to  the  fever 
was  overcome ;  and  this  course  was  pursued  during  the  sum- 
mer and  fall,  not,  however,  without  occasional  recurrences  of 
the  chills.  The  patient,  during  all  this  time,  felt  weak,  and 
often  very  unwell,  with  a  deficient  or  morbid  appetite,  and  be 
was  pale  and  nervous. 

In  this  condition  he  came  to  Cincinnati,  towards  the  begin* 
ning  of  1856,  and  from  that  time  to  the  10th  of  February,  he 
had  a  few  irregular  chills,  which  were  eithor  not  treated  at 
all,  or  treated  as  before.  At  this  period  he  began  to  feel 
stiffness  and  soreness  in  one  of  his  hams.  The  flexor 
muscles  of  the  thighs  were  contracted  to  some  extent,  and 
he  walked  with  difficulty.  On  the  26th  of  February  he  was 
forced  to  quit  business ;  and  I  now  first  saw  him.  There  was 
some  tenderness  in  the  popliteal  region,  with  great  pain,  which 
was  most  severe  just  where  the  popliteal  nerve  enters  the 
gastrocnemeii  muscles,  and  extending  upward  two  or  three 
inches. 

Being  convinced  that  this  pain,  etc.,  grew  out  of  a  badly 
tzeated  case  of  ague,  I  first  purged  with  calomel  and  jalap 
fireely,  and  directed  fomentations  to  the  ham.  After  the 
cathartic  had  acted  freely,  I  prescribed  pretty  large  doses  of 
quinine,  combined  with  calomel,  with  the  hope  that  the  pain 
would  be  controlled  in  a  short  time  by  the  combined  action  of 
mercury,  quinine,  and  purgatives ;  but  I  found,  in  a  few  days, 
that  my  hopes  were  vain.  There  was  more  tenderness  to  the 
touch,  more  swelling  in  the  ham — ^fbr  there  had  been  little 
before — and  there  was  some  redness  of  the  skin.  I  directed 
IS'leecbes  to  the  part  affected,  and  had  them  repeated  ia  m 
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day  or  two.  I  eontinned  to  purge,  gave  opium  and  calomel 
at  night,  and  prescribed  tartar  emetic  every  few  hours, 
in  pretty  full  doBOS.  I  poulticed  and  blistered  to  no  pur- 
pose ;  the  swelling  and  tenderness  increased,  and  in  a 
few  days  it  was  obvious  that  suppuration  would  result ;  and 
at  the  end  of  two  weeks  from  the  beginning  of  my  treatment, 
I  found  a  large  collection  of  matter  confined  beneath  the 
deep  seated  fascia  of  the  parts.  I  used  the  knife,  and  found 
about  a  quart  of  ill-digested  pus.  The  patient  was  now  much 
relieved  of  pam,  but  the  whole  limb  soon  became  still  more  in- 
volved in  the  swelling ;  this  was  especially  the  case  below 
the  knee,  which  for  a  long  time  resisted  bandages,  etc. 
The  abscess  continued  to  discharge  freely,  but  the  pus 
was  not  of  a  hedthy  character.  Two  weeks  after  the  opening 
of  the  abscess,  the  patient  took  two  grains  of  the  iodide 
of  potassium,  three  times  a  day,  and  an  occasional  alter- 
ative pill,  with  an  active  cathartic  every  few  days.  Not- 
withstanding my  efforts,  it  was  not  until  the  16th  of  May 
that  I  could  discontinue  my  visits. 

During  the  treatment,  injections  were  occasionally  thrown 
into  the  cavity  of  the  abscess,  composed  of  nitrate  of  silver 
and  water,  and  other  agents.  As  the  cavity  ramified  among 
the  deep-seated  tissues,  it  was  not  always  that  the  injections 
would  reach  every  part ;  indeed  it  was  evident,  towards  the 
close,  that  more  than  one  cavity  then  existed,  for  I  found  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  reddish  fluid  confined  in  a  separate  sac. 
This  was  opened,  and  an  injection  of  the  nitrate  used  imme- 
diately, which  had  the  effect  to  close  the  cavity,  as  the  discharge 
ceased.  This  closure  occurred  in  May,  I  think  about  the  mid- 
dle. The  limb  was  much  contracted  at  the  time  of  the  heal- 
ing of  the  abscess,  but  by  frictions,  etc.,  the  complete  use  of 
it  was  regained  by  the  middle  of  August,  and  the  health  of 
the  patient  has  been  very  good  ever  since. 

In  this  case,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  mode  of  trcatnentlaid 
the  foundation  of  a  condition  of  health  that  led  to  the  irrita- 
tion of  the  nervous  energy  of  the  limb,  and  the  subsequent 
formation  of  the  abscess.      Had  the  patient  been  tcQtktA.<L'^ 
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the  onset  by  purgativefl,  and  then  by  qnimne,  or  this  mediokid 
with  arsenic,  combined  with  small  doses  of  blae*pill  or  calo« 
md,  we  cannot  avoid  thinking  that  the  local  inflammation 
would  not  have  occurred,  and  that  the  patient  would  have  ea* 
caped  the  dreadful  visitation,  although  he  might  have  had 
occasional  returns  of  the  ague. 

From  what  I  have  seen,  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  this 
quinine  treatment  not  unfrequentlj  induces  continued  fever* 
i  am  now  treating  a  case  where  quinine  was  relied  on  to  core 
a  mild  intermittent,  but  instead  of  effecting  the  object  a  oon* 
tinned  fever  was  the  result,  which  still  continues,  but  is  yield* 
ing  under  the  action  of  mild  mercurial  purgatives  and  other 
means.  But  let  us  turn  to  the  results  following  no  medic»> 
tion,  or  that  of  homeopathy, 

I  have  not  space  to  follow  all  the  consequences  of  this  practice, 
which  indeed  are  so  varied  that  no  ordinary  essay  could 
ever  embrace  the  whole  of  them,  for  we  find  the  list  so 
formidable  that,  even  to  enumerate  them,  would  exceed 
our  limits.  In  general,  however,  they  are  nearly  simi* 
lar  to  those  growing  out  of  the  tonio  treatment  when  un- 
accompanied by  other  means.  The  following  cases  will  serva 
to  give  an  idea  of  the  consequences  which  frequently  result. 

A  young  woman  aged  sixteen  became  afiected  by  ague 
during  the  fal!  of  1856.  A  homeopathic  quack  was  called 
to  attend  her,  and  he  truly  followed  the  homeopathic  dicta* 
tions ;  sugar  powders  were  given  continuously  for  weeks,  and 
fears  were  held  out  that  if  the  diiills  were  stopped  some  bad 
result  would  take  place.  After  the  continuance  of  the  ague 
for  3  or  4  weeks,  the  patient  began  to  complain  of  pain  over 
the  left  shoulder  blade,  and  about  the  middle  of  the  thigh  of 
the  same  side,  and  in  its  upper  part.  The  tenderness  was 
greatest,  however,  on  the  shoulder. 

I  now  saw  the  patient,  and  found  her  still  with  regular 
chills  every  other  day  and  with  constipation  whidi  had  lasted 
for  some  two  weeks.  Calomel  and  jalap  were  prescribed  in 
small  doses.      After   a  few   had  been  given  every  two 
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hours,  the  bowels  were  freely  opened,  and  much  of  the  general 
uneasiness  was  removed  by  their  action.  Quinine  was  now  given 
in  two  grain  doses  with  half  a  grain  of  blue  pill  every  two 
hours  until  the  chills  were  stopped,  which  practice  prevented  a 
return  of  them.  Alteratives  were  now  directed,  and  poul- 
tices to  the  swelling  over  the  scapula  and  back,  for  it 
extended  over  the  base  of  the  scapula.  The  swelling  how«-^ 
ever  went  on,  and  in  a  week  matter  was  detected  beneath  the 
fascia  covering  the  muscles  of  the  part.  The  matter  was 
discharged  by  an  opening  with  a  bistoury.  About  a  quart  of 
pus  was  found,  and  immediate  relief  followed.  The 
opening  closed  within  less  than  48  hours,  for  there 
seemed  to  be  no  pus  discharged  after  the  first  four  hours,  a 
circumstance  that  I  have  frequently  observed  after  such 
abscesses  have  been  opened. 

The  swelling  on  the  thigh,  which  had  been  little  complained 
of  before  the  opening  of  the  abscess  on  the  shoulder  now 
became  more  painful  and  tense,  and  in  a  few  days  required 
the  bistoury.  The  pus  lay  beneath  the  fascia  lata  and  was  in 
large  quantity ;  but  again  this  ceased  to  discharge  almost  as 
soon  as  the  one  on  the  shoulder.  I  now  purged  freely,  put  a 
blister  over  the  situation  of  this  abscess  on  the  thigh,  gave  the 
iodide  of  potassium  and  directed  stimulants,  and  mild  tonics. 
There  was  no  return  of  either  abscess,  or  any  new  one  ia  any 
other  part.  The  patient  now  began  to  regun  her  appetite 
and  in  a  short  time  was  well  and  still  continues  so. 

The  following  case  will  serve  to  show  that  homeopathic 
treatment  is  not  always  harmless  in  its  consequences: 

A  gentleman  of  this  city  became  affected  by  a  mild  inter- 
mittent. A  homeopath  was  called  who  attended  him  for 
about  five  weeks,  when  the  case  became  more  complicated. 
There  were  no  regular  chills,  but  little  night  sweating, 
no  appetite,  and  swelling  of  the  inferior  extremities  and 
of  the  abdomen,  with  great  constipation  of  the  bowels. 
Under  these  circumstances  the  Dr.  thought  the  patient  would 
do  welly  and  left.   I  waa  now  summoned  to  the  case,  and  found 
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ascites  and  general  anasarca,  most  confined  however  to  the 
lower  limbs;  the  tongue  was  red,  the  bowels  costiye,  th« 
urine  scanty,  and  the  general  debility  great  The  bowels  had 
only  been  moved  by  suppositories  which  had  ceased  to  act ;  the 
fsBcal  matter  that  had  been  discharged  was  light  colored,  uid 
very  small  in  quantity.  Under  these  circumstances  the  treat* 
ment  was  begun  by  a  mercurial  cathartic,  then  by  two  grain 
doses  of  quinine,  with  small  quantities  of  calomel  until  all 
appearance  of  remission  or  intermission  disappeared.  Squilb 
and  digitalis  were  administered  as  diureties,  with  an  occa- 
sional dose  of  cream  of  tartar  and  jalap.  Mercurials  were 
occasionally  given  until  the  mouth  became  sore ;  after  continu* 
ing  this  treatment  during  20  days  my  patient  was  relieved  of 
all  swelling  and  of  the  ague  too  ;  which,  last,  however,  occa* 
sionally  returned,  but  in  a  short  time  he  was  restored  to  per- 
feet  healtL 

This  case  shows  most  clearly,  as  well  as  the  preceding  one, 
the  results  which  occasionally,  indeed  often,  follow  this  plan  of 
acting  on  the  imagination  to  cure  disease,  and  of  giving  no 
medicine.  Had  we  space  to  pursue  this  subject,  we  might 
show,  by  numerous  cases,  the  results  following  quackery 
in  the  treatment  of  ague,  as  well  as  those  following  no  treat- 
ment. The  latter  demands  some  notice,  as  impaired  health 
and  not  a  little  mortality  follows  the  expectant  treatment  in  this 
malady.  During  the  first  years  of  my  professional  life,  I 
saw  many  cases  of  ague  of  long  standing,  which  had  receiv- 
ed not  the  slightest  medical  aid,  and  which  often  left  the 
patient  in  bad  health,  with  the  well  known  results  of  neural- 
gia,  enlargement  of  the  spleen,  liver  &c.  There  are,  how- 
ever, a  few  of  the  consequences  of  the  ague  which  I  will 
notice : 

Many  years  since,  I  was  consulted,  by  a  man  of  about  25 
years  of  age,  who  had  been  blind  for  months  from  cataract 
which  formed  under  the  following  circumstances.  He  first 
took  the  intermittent  fever  and  let  it  run  its  course  without 
any  medication  whatever.    After,  or  about  the  time  that  the 
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regular  ague  disappeared,  pain  over  the  eyes  set  in,  I  beliere 
of  an  intermittent  kind^  wbioh  continued  for  some  time,  when 
dimness  of  vision  began  and  soon  resulted  in  blindness.  He 
now  began  to  consult  physicians,  and  came  to  me.  I  was  able 
to  tell  him  what  was  tixe  matter  and  the  propects  of  cure  by 
an  operation ;  others,  had  held  different  views,  and  nothing 
was  done  for  him  for  some  time.  Soon  after  I  left  the  country, 
and,  if  I  mistake  not.  Dr.  Dudley,  did  operate  succesa- 
fully  in  the  case.  Some  two  years  or  more  after  I  ha4 
seen  this  patient  I  travelled  some  hundreds  of  miles  in  Illinois, 
and  during  that  journey  I  met  with  two  individuals  whose  eyes 
had  become  diseased  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  one  above. 
One  of  thede  patients  was  quite  blind,  the  other  nearly  so.  In 
both  there  was  inflammation  of  the  conjunctiva  and  in  one 
cataract.  They  both  had  neuralgia  over  their  eyes  at  the 
beginning,  and  had  long  suffered  from  chronic  ague,  with- 
out any  medication. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  make  a  few 
remarks  of  a  general  nature  on  the  treatment  of  chronic,  or  if 
it  please,  irregular  ague,  which  so  often  affects  those  residing 
in  malarious  localities. 

As  returning  fits  of  ague  often  induce  various  local  con- 
gestions and  visceral  obstructions,  it  of  course  bocomes 
necessary  to  pay  attention  to  their  remoyal  in  order  to  effect 
a  cure.  Tonics  alone  will  not,  as  we  have  seen,  do  this,  though 
they  may  be  of  the  greatest  importance  when  combined  with 
other  remedial  agents,  such  as  the  blue  pill,  or  moderate  po- 
tions of  calomel,  which  are  indicated  by  day-colored  evacua- 
tions from  the  bowels,  and  by  a  jaundiced  condition  of  the 
skin,  or  eyes.  Often,  in  this  condition,  rhubarb,  or  its  tincture, 
is  of  much  use  in  regulating  the  bowels ;  or  the  following 
combination  I  have  found  of  service  [in  anaemic  conditions 
where  constipation  existed :  One  grain  of  aloes  with  two  of 
sulphate  of  zinc,  made  into  a  pill  with  one  drop  oil  of  caraway. 
This  to  be  repeated  two  or  three  times  a  day,  or  as  often  as 
necessary  to  move  the  bowels  once  daily.    Indeed  I  have 
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ilflvtmM  where  merenrkle  ecndd  Boi  be  borne,  or  when  it 
wee  improper  to  gire  theoi.  li  will  also  be  foaod  ci  greslvM 
to  ivwny  pfttfente  Uboriiig  under  oeemoiMl  ehills,  to  tpomg^ 
with  eold  wftler  orer  the  whole  penon  erefymoniuig,  or  wlwt 
ie  better  to  nie  the  shower  or  plvngingbttih ;  some  pntieiits  can- 
not bear  eold  aflnrions  of  anj  kind;  in  these  eases  sponging 
with  warm  salt  and  water,  or  nsing  the  warm  saH  bath  will  be 
fimnd  of  the  greatest  raloe.  But  it  most  not  be  forgotten  tiiat 
tonics  will  be  of  great  nse  in  these  cases,  and  if  the  chills  shonld 
assume  a  regular  tjpe,  they  shoold  be  broken  up  hj  qoinine 
at  once,  or  with  quinine,  and  the  Fowler's  solution,  giving  the 
latter  in  doses  of  from  fire  to  ten  drops,  three  times  a  day 
for  ft  week  or  ten  dajs^  or  until  the  specific  efiect  ot  the 
medicine  has  supervened*  A  friend  has  informed  me  that 
he  wan  cured  of  irregular  ague  by  taking  the  twelfth  of  a  grain 
of  strychnia,  with  half  a  grain  of  blue  pill  three  times  a  day 
daring  ton  days  or  two  weeks.  This  last  remedy  has  been 
highly  spoken  of,  and  no  doubt  may  be  of  advantage  in  some 
oases. 

One  thing  should  always  be  done  when  the  patient  has  it 
in  his  power — that  is,  to  remove  to  some  locality  where  ague 
never  originates,  and  stay  in  it  until  perfect  health,  or  ex- 
emption from  the  malady  has  taken  place.  This  course  I 
know  from  experience,  in  my  own  case,  to  have  had  a  most 
happy  effect,  and  I  now  believe  that  my  life  was  saved  by  it. 


PfrfriV  IMivfriti  and  their  Management.  Bjr  B.  F.  Rictf- 
AHDHON,  M.  D.,  (Read  before  the  Cincinnati  Medical  Soci- 
ety, Dec.  2d,  1866.) 

By  this  expression,  (pelvic  deliveries,)  1  mean  to  include 
all  tho^o  casos  wherein  the  breech,  feet  or  knees  present. 

The  late  Prof.  Dewees,  of  Philadelphia,  left  upon  record 
the  ft^Ilowing  statment  in  regard  to  pelvic  deliveries.  ^'Ih 
this  country,  where  we  bnt  very  rarely  meet  with  a  deformity 
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of  pelvis — ^wbere  there  is  not  an  excess  of  sice  in  the  breech — 
and  when  the  earlier  stages  of  labor  ha?e  not  been  disturbed 
by  ill-timed  officionsness,  or  an  entire  ignorance  of  the  oor- 
rect  rationale  of  such  cases,  I  am,  I  think,  warranted  in  say- 
ing, that  the  number  of  still-bom  children  from  breech  pre- 
sentations,  might  be  reduced  to  Yery  few/'  What  is  here 
meant,  by  the  expression  **  very  few,"  is  merely  a  matter  of 
inference;  but  the  language  which  follows,  would  seem  to 
imply  that  the  success  of  the  Matemiti  hospital,  Pabis,  (which 
he  puts  at  one  death  in  eight  births),  is  intermediate  to  that 
of  his  own  on  the  one  hand,  and  Portal  and  Denman's  esti- 
mates on  the  other,  being  respeetrvely  for  the  latter  two,  one 
in  five  and  one  in  three.  He  manifests  surprise  at  the  com- 
parative aggregate  infantile  mortality  occurring  in  the  said 
Malemitiy  as  exhibited  by  the  record ;  for,  after  having  attri- 
buted to  this  Institution  more  skillful  management,  in  explana- 
tion of  its  greater  success  over  the  estimates  of  Portal  and 
Denman,  he  thus  remarks :  '^  We  confess  on  the  other  hand, 
that  the  proportion  of  still-bom  children  in  the  same  hospital,  to 
those  born  alive,  is,  judging  by  my  own  experience,  excessive, 
namely,  one  in  thirty-two.  In  this  country,  under  favorable 
management,  we  do  not  think  there  is  one  in  fifty,  if  we  select 
as  we  think  we  should,  only  such  cases  in  which  the  children 
die  in  the  birth,  and  this,  we  presume,  is  the  mode  of  calcu- 
lation in  Paris."  In  this  presumption,  however,  Dr.  Dewees 
was  mistaken,  and  when  we  come  to  select  from  the  record  of 
the  MatemUi  the  very  cases  which  Dr.  Dewees  himself,  thinks 
should  be  selected,  we  have  a  proportional  infantile  mortality 
of  just  one  in  fifty,  the  same  success  as  that  which  he  claims 
for  himself.  Now,  is  it  not  somewhat  strange,  that  there 
should  have  been  a  complete  correspondence  in  general  results 
in  the  practice  of  Dr.  Dewees,  and  the  Matemitij  and  yet  the 
former  have  been  so  much  more  successful,  in  r^ard  to  the 
management  of  pelvic  deliveries  in  particular  ? 

Prof.  Charles  D.  Meigs,  of  the  same  city,  makes  use  of  the 
following  language,  in  afoot  note  in  the  last  American  edition 
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of  Yelpeau :  ^^  I  do  not  think  that  one  tenth  of  the  cases  of 
pelvic  presentation  under  my  care,  prove  fatal  to  the  foetus." 
This  unusual  succeas,  he  attributes  mo^dy  to  the  timelj  use  of 
the  forceps,  in  delivering  the  head. 

In  the  last  edition  of  his  own  work,  at  page  406,  he  re* 
marks :  ^'  I  have  lost  but  few  children  in  pelvic  presentations 
of  late  years."  At  page  398,  he  says,  when  speaking  of 
mortality  in  breech  case,  ^'If  four  out  of  five  children 
born  in  this  manner,  escape  with  life,  such  a  success  is  as 
much  as  we  ought  to  expect,  all  the  world  over.  In  large 
lying-in-hospitals,  perhaps,  the  proportion  of  fatal  cases,  is 
rather  less  unfavorable,  in  consequence  of  the  prompt  atten- 
tion always  paid  in  such  establishments  to  the  parturient 
female,  and  to  the  greater  skill  and  dexterity  acquired  by  abun- 
dant opportunities  of  practice."  It  is  to  be  regretted,  that 
neither  he  nor  Dr.  Dewees,  have  kept  a  record  of  the  results 
of  their  cases  of  pelvic  deliveries,  as  their  edimaUd  success 
is  greater  than  that  of  all  other  authors  within  my  knowledge, 
some  of  whom  at  least,  enjoy  a  reputation  equally  as  high,  if 
not  higher,  as  skillful  obstetricians. 

It  is  well,  that  some  should  be  thus  fortunate,  for  there 
stands  forth  for  our  serious  consideration,  the  fearful  and 
incontrovertible  statistical  fact,  that  about  one  in  every  four 
children  that  present  the  pelvic  extremity,  are  born  still 
beyond  the  possibility  of  resuscitation.  It  is  true,  Paul  Du- 
bois and  others,  have  endeavored  to  present  this  frightful 
mortality  of  pelvic  deliveries,  in  a  more  favorable  light,  by 
urging,  that  if  we  exclude  all  of  those  cases,  in  which  the 
child  seems  to  have  lost  its  life  independently  of  the  peculiar 
character  of  the  presentation  and  delivery,  then  the  mortality 
would  be  about  one  in  eleven,  as  is  represented  by  Caz- 
eaux,  or  one  in  twelve,  as  represented  by  Chailly.  Although 
such  an  explanation  may  present  the  management  of  pelvie 
deliveries  in  a  more  satisfactory  light,  yet  the  lamentable  fact 
still  remains  the  same,  that  is  :  an  ii\fa7itile  mortalUy  of  about 
one  in  four  in$€^arabl]/  connected  with  the  pelvic  p7'eeentaHon 


Again,  the  esiimato  oi  Paul  Dubois,  is  based  iqpon  an  analy- 
sis of  the  cases  at  the  MaUmiU  hospital,  Pabis  ;  and  we 
shall  find,  I  think,  that  the  high  degree  of  saccess  in  this 
institation,  is  somewhat  exceptional,  as  I  know  of  but  one 
author,  Br.  Merriman,  whose  record  presents  so  fa?orable 
a  result. 

The  sources  from  which  I  derive  this  proportional  morti^ 
i^,  are  prominent  and  reliable,  and  the  aggregate  amount  of 
cases  is  sufficienilj  large  to  dispose  of  any  question  as  to 
aeddetUal  rutiUs.  The  authors  and  institutions,  with  the 
number  of  pelvic  deliyeries,  and  dieir  results  to  the  children, 
are  as  fidlows :  Gregory,  21  pelvic  deliveries  and  7  still-bom 
children,  proportional  loss  of  1  in  8.  Lever,  88  cases,  46 
lost,  or  1  in  2.  Churchill,  57  cases,  24  lost,  or  1  in  2^.  Smel- 
lie,  26  cases,  19  lost,  or  1  in  1}.  Pt^fect,  20  cases,  8  lost, 
or  1  in  2|.  CHfibrd,  86  cases,  17  lost,  or  1  in  2^.  Collins, 
429  cases,  146  lost,  or  1  in  8.  MatemiU  hospital,  Paris, 
under  MudameB  Lachapelle  and  Boivin,  804  cases,  116  lost, 
or  1  in  7.  Merriman,  119  cases,  15  lost,  or  1  in  8.  F.  H. 
Bamsbotham,  1220  cases,  258  lost,  or  a  little  more  than  1  in 
&  Joseph  Clark,  245  cases,  88  lost,  or  1  in  8.  Edinburg 
fioyal  Matemiiij  under  the  care  of  Prof.  James  T.  Simpson, 
(in  door  and  out),  from  May  1844  to  May  1846 ;  44  cases, 
19  lost,  or  1  in  2^.  Which  gives  us  an  aggregate  of  8119 
cases  of  pelvic  deliveries,  in  which  752  of  the  children  were 
still-bom,  or  an  average  of  one  in  every  4  1-7.  In'the  report 
of  the  Maiemiii  hospital,  Paris,  we  give  those  that  were 
bom  deady  amounting  to  115.  In  addition  to  this,  the  report 
states  that  102  of  the  remaining  689  were  bom  in  a  feeble 
state !  How  many  of  these  102  died  vrithin  a  short  tim^ 
after  their  birth,  in  consequence  of  injury  sustained  by  the 
peculiarity  of  the  delivery,  I  am  unable  to  state,  but  that 
some  of  them  did,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose. 

8119  pelvic  deliveries,  imply  an  aggregate  of  124,760 

cases  of  labor  for  their  derivation,  if  we  take  the  per  centage 

of  pelvic  presentations  as  established  by  F.  H.  Bamsbotham, 
VOL.  xym.— Ko.  8. 
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from  a  basis  of  48,996  labors,  giving  one  in  forty.  Denmaa, 
daring  the  latter  part  of  the  18th  century,  estimated,  that  in 
Ghreat  Britain,  there  was  an  average  infantile  mortality  of 
about  one  in  three  pelvic  deliveries;  and  Portal  made  an  esti* 
mate  for  France  of  about  one  in  five. 

It  is  more  than  probable,  that  all  children  born  dead,  under 
pelvic  presentations,  from  whatsoever  cause  or  causes  their 
death  may  have  resnlted,  have  been  included  in  the  foregoing 
reports  of  losses,  with  perhaps  the  exception  of  Dr.  Merri- 
man. 

In  regard  to  the  reports  of  F.  H.  Ramsbotham,  ChnrchiU, 
Collins,  Clark,  the  Maternity  hospital,  Paris,  and  the  Edin- 
burg  Royal  Maternity ;  I  know  that  they  have  been  thu 
made  up,  and  they  constitute  2799  of  the  8119  deliveries, 
and  640  of  the  752  deaths,  and  an  average  infantile  mortality 
of  one  in  about  4|.  Now,  it  wonld  evidently  be  unjust  to 
attribute  this  proportional  fatality  solely  to  the  peculiar  cha- 
racter of  pelvic  labors  and  their  management.  It  will,  there- 
fore, be  proper  to  make  an  allowance  for  those  cases,  wherein 
the  children  are  dead,  or  have  died  irrespectively  of  the  nature 
of  the  delivery,  or  the  conduct  of  the  attendant.  I  have  no 
fixed  or  suitable  data,  from  which  to  determine  this  allowance, 
and  will,  therefore,  grant  that  of  these  752  infants  that  were 
still-bom,  one  third  (say  251),  were  either  dead  before  labor 
set  in — ^not  sufficiently  developed  to  maintain  life  throughout 
the  proceSs  of  delivery,  or  were  destroyed  in  consequence  of 
the  labor  becoming  complicated  with  eclampsia,  hemorrhage, 
ftc.  I  believe  this  to  be  a  liberal  allowance,  and  still  it  leaves 
for  our  consideration  the  startling  mortality  of  one  in  6  1-5. 
If  Cazeaux  could  say  of  the  estimate  of  Paul  Dubois,  of  1  in 
11,  as  compared  with  the  aggregate  infantile  mortality  at 
birth,  of  one  in  fifty,  "  the  difference  is  still  frightftil  !'* 
What  might  be  said  of  a  comparative  mortality  of  one  in  6 1-6. 

Can  it  be  said  that  Fleetwood  Churchill,  Francis  H.  Rams- 
botham, Joseph  Clark,  Robert  Collins,  James  Y.  Simpson, 
Madam  Lachapelle  and  Madam  Boivin,  have  either  of  them 
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been  so  nnskillfal  or  inattentive  as  to  render  them  incompe- 
tent to  fulfill  and  observe  the  injunctions  and  cautions  per- 
taining to  pelvic  deliveries?  Or  can  it  be  said  that  either  of 
them  in  their  writings  or  practice,  have  materiall  j  departed 
firom  the  beaten  path  of  instruction  in  regard  to  the  manage- 
ment of  these  cases,  which  has  been  trodden  by  all  obstetrical 
writers  of  repute,  for  the  last  seventy-five  years?  Be  this  as 
it  may,  the  peculiar  character  of  pelvic  deliveries  or  their 
management,  or  both  combined,  are  responsible  for  a  terrible 
infantile  mortality. 

It  is  one  of  the  purposes  of  this  paper  to  prove,  that  at 
least  a  portion  of  this  astounding  fatality,  is  fairly  attributable 
to  the  particular  management,  or  rather,  want  of  manage- 
ment, which  has  almost  universally  characterised  the  supervi- 
sion of  these  cases,  by  educated  physicians,  since  the  days  of 
William  Hunter. 

Ib  ununuU  danger  to  the  ehUd  inseparably  etmnected  with 
the  mechanism  of  hreeeh  deliveries  f  If  so^  in  what  mann^ 
and  to  what  extent  f  In  aU  praeiieabley  uneomplicaied  pelvic 
deliveries,  authors  make  no  allusion  to  danger  on  the  part  of 
the  child,  prior  to  expulsion  •  of  the  breech,  —  Chailly 
excepted.  The  general  tenor  of  his  remarks,  however,  would 
seem  to  imply  pressure  between  the  chest  of  the  child  and  tiie 
circle  of  the  os  uteri ;  and  not  the  circle  of  the  superior  strait, 
as,  I  believe,  is  the  case  most  generally.  Furthermore, 
although  perfectly  familiar  with  auscultation  in  obstetrics,  the 
knowledge  of  such  liability  to  danger  on  the  part  of  the  child, 
has  had  no  influence  whatever,  in  modifying  his  instructions, 
80  as  to  enable  as  to  know  how  to  detect  the  impending  evil, 
and  having  detected  it,  how  to  rescue  the  chfld  from  its  threat- 
ened destruction ! 

If  we  carefully  examine  into  the  relation  which  the  body 
of  the  child  sustains  towards  the  pelvic  canal,  when  the 
breech  has  been  projected  well  down  and  forwards  upon  the 
perineum,  we  will  find,  that  the  greatest  circumference,  of  the 
thorax  with  the  arms  doubled  upon  it,  is  engaged  within  ike 
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pelvic  brim.  In  everj  eese,  therefore,  wkere  there  is  •  eloee 
relation  existing  between  the  circumferences  of  the  chest  and 
hrim,  &tal  compression  of  the  chord  is  the  ineritaUe  resnk, 
if  continued  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time ;  the  amount  of 
time  required  to  produce  such  a  result,  depending  upon  the 
degree  of  pressure.  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  this  conditioii 
sap#aa%,  as  i7iirin9icaUtf  connected  with  many  breech  deli?«» 
ries,  and  if  permitted  to  continue  without  interruption,  until 
the  breech  is  expelled  by  the  unassisted  pains,  it  matters  bul 
little  how  promptly  the  shoulders  and  head  may  be  deliTored, 
the  child  will  often  be  lost.  If  I  am  in  error  in  regard  to 
this  point,  auscultation  will  assuredly  set  me  right;  if  I  am 
right,  then  as  surely  will  auscultation  confirm  it,  and  at  the 
same  time  establish  the  great  importance  of  a  timely  knowledge 
of  it  in  the  management  of  breech  deliveries.  As  a  case  in 
point,  I  shall  cite  the  following  from  page  406  of  Prof.  Meiga* 
treatise  on  obstetrics.  He  says :  ^^  On  the  11th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1848,  I  visited  a  primipara  lady  in  labor,  at  7 
A.  M.,  She  had  been  in  sharp  pain,  from  10  P.  M.,  nine 
hours.  The  os  uteri  was  not  so  large  as  the  end  of  a  finger, 
upon  ausculting  and  examining  by  palpaption,  I  determined 
a  pelvic  presentation.  At  12  M.,  I  thought  the  labor  would 
continue  until  morning,  so  slow  was  the  dilatation ;  but  at  fr 
the  membranes  gave  way,  and  all  the  liquor  amnii  came  off, 
the  OS  uteri  being  still  rigid  and  irritable.  The  bands  <^  the 
Mpper  OS  uteri  were  more  tense  and  unyielding,  than  those  of 
the  OS  tinc»  proper.  The  child  was  still  in  health,  as  a»eer* 
tained  by  the  regular  action  of  the  heart.  I  had  announced 
iJl  the  hasards  for  the  child  early  in  the  day.  My  forceps 
was  at  hand ;  at  8  P.  M.,  the  head  was  thrust  into  the  vagina^ 
and,  as  I  failed  to  deliver  it  with  my  hands,  I  applied  the  for- 
eeps,  and  ipeedUy  drew  out  the  head.  The  child  was  quite 
dead.  There  was  no  moHcn  of  the  heart.  When  I  drew  down 
the  feet,  I  found  there  was  no  viUd  immon  in  the  limbs. 
Now  I  feel  sure  that  this  child  perished  by  asphyxia  from  the 
uanitigated  pressure  of  its  placenta  against  the  head,  oonsej 
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qnent  to  the  discharge  of  the  waters.  It  perished,  of  course, 
before  the  operation.  How  could  I,  by  any  careful  obstetric 
eal  measure,  have  saved  it  ?  I  regretted  upon  finding  it  dead, 
that  I  had  not  repeated  my  auscultations,  after  the  rupture  of 
the  ovum.  Sad  I  dene  «o,  I  shotdd  have  been  able  io  an- 
nounce the  Ices  of  the  ehUd,  long  before  the  nUdtotfertf  opera- 
tion became  poembU  !  I  do  not  suppose  that  I  am  blamed  by 
its  firiends,  but  a  young  accoucheur  would  feel  leee  uneom- 
foriable  in  such  a  case,  for  having  announced  his  prognosis. 
Heneey  let  the  student  remember  to  auscult  often  towards  tiie 
close  of  pelvis  labors."  A  part  of  the  italicising  is  our  own. 
There  are  three  points  connected  with  this  report,  worthy 
of  our  attention.  JFVr9%,  the  Doctor  says:  ^'I  feel  sore 
that  this  child  perished  by  asphyxia,  from  the  unmitigated 
pressure  of  its  placenta,  against  the  head,  consequent  to  the 
discharge  of  the  waters.'*  There  is  nothing  in  the  history  of 
ihe  case,  upon  which  to  b|U9e  such  a  conclusion.  He  says, 
that  after  the  liquor  amnii  was  discharged  at  5  o'clock  P.  M., 
he  ascertained  that  the  child  was  still  in  health ;  that  three 
hours  afterwards,  Uie  head  was  thrust  into  the  vagina,  and 
was  speedily  delivered  by  the  forceps.  Now  there  is  no  evi- 
dence, whatever,  to  show,  that  during  these  three  hours,  the 
uterine  contraction  Whsunmiiigated,  or  without  the  usual  alter- 
nations of  relaxation,  as  the  term  ^^unmitigated'*  would 
imply.  Without  such  persistence  of  contraction,  the  child 
oould  not  have  been  thus  destroyed,  in  so  short  a  time.  Fur- 
thermore, it  implies  insertion  of  the  placenta  in  the  fundus 
uteri.  Now,  according  to  the  observations  of  M.  Nagaele,  jr., 
upon  six  hundred  cases,  he  found  it  inserted  at  the  fundus 
only  seven  times.  Secondly.  He  asks  this  pertinent  question 
'*How  could  I,  by  any  careful  obstetrical  measure,  have  saved 
it  ?*'  Unfortunately,  he  neither  answers  the  question  here, 
nor  elsewhere.  Thirdly,  Instead  of  employing  auscultation 
as  an  invaluable  means  by  which  to  determine  the  necessity 
or  non-ne«essity  of  interference  in  breech  deliveries ;  he  advi- 
ses its  frequent  employment  ^towards  the  close  of  pelvic 
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labors,"  so  that  the  young  (and  why  not  the  old?)  aceoncheur 
may  be  enabled  to  announce  to  the  friends  that  the  child  is 
dead,  so  that,  should  the  birth  confirm  the  prognoaifl, 
he  may  feel  '^  less  uncomfortable."  The  death  of  this  child 
was  most  probably  occasioned  in  the  manner  before  alluded 
to,  that  is,  compression  of  the  chord  between  the  foetal  bo^ 
and  the  peWic  brim,  whilst  the  breech  was  being  delayed 
upon  the  perineum ;  and  not  as  the  doctor  seemed  to  suppose, 
^  by  the  unmitigated  pressure  of  the  placenta  against  the 
head."  Prof.  Meigs  could,  with  more  plausibility,  at  least, 
have  assigned,  in  explanation  of  the  child's  death,  a  theory 
which  he  sets  forth  on  page  398  of  his  ^'  Obstetrical  Trea- 
tise." "I  believe,"  he  says,  ^^upon  evidence,  that  the  pla- 
centa is  often  detached,  as  soon  as  the  head  or  breech  leaves 
the  uterine  cavity."  This  theory,  however,  is  as  improbable 
as  the  other,  for  if  correct,  then  in  vertex  deliveries,  espe- 
cially primipera,  the  child  should  often  be  found  dead  at  birth, 
which  we  know  is  not  the  case. 

During  the  middle  period  of  the  last  century,  it  was  custo- 
mary to  aid  in  the  delivery  of  the  breech,  by  manual  interfe- 
rence, in  ordinary  labors.  Burton  was  in  the  habit  of  intro- 
ducing the  hand  in  almost  all  cases  of  breech  presentation* 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  down  the  feet.  Smellie,  who 
was  cotemporaneous  with  Burton,  was  also  in  the  habit  of 
bringing  down  the  feet  when  there  was  any  delay  of  the 
breech  at  the  brim,  and  frequently  assisted  the  expulsion  of 
it,  by  making  traction  with  the  fingers.  Portal  recommended, 
that  whilst  the  os  uteri  and  vagina  were  being  dilated  by  the 
passage  of  the  breech,  the  accoucheur  should  be  enlarging 
the  vulvular  opening,  so  as  to  be  able  to  pass  a  finger  or  two 
of  each  hand  into  each  groin,  for  the  purpose  of  making  trac- 
tion. All  of  these  manipulations,  simply  had  reference  to 
the  mother,  and  were  only  intended  to  abridge  the  duration  of 
the  labor,  and  with  it  the  mother's  sufierings.  That  such 
indiscriminate  interference  lessened  the  child's  chances  of  life, 
I  oould  readily  suppose.    The  plan  of  Portal,  was  much  less 
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objectionable  than  tbat  of  Barton  and  Smellie ;  but  still  the 
frequency  of  interference  was  injudicious,  because  often 
unneeessartf. 

The  celebrated  Dr.  Wm.  Hunter,  who  was  a  pupil  of  Smel- 
lie, observed  for  some  time  the  instructions  of  his  preceptor, 
but  after  a  time,  he  abandoned  their  application  to  the  man- 
agement of  breech  deliveries ;  and  did  that  which  usually 
characterizes  the  beginning  at  least,  of  all  great  reforms ;  in 
his  zeal  to  correct  past  abuses,  he  went  to  the  opposite  extreme  • 
from  doing  too  much  he  resolved  upon  doing  nothing.  As  to 
the  result  of  his  new  mode  of  procedure,  unless  his  subse- 
quent experience  was  somewhat  like  that  of  Mauricau,  (who 
had  but  one  case  of  breech  delivery) ;  we  must  receive  his 
statement  with  a  ^'few  grains  of  allowance,"  for  he  says 
when  speaking  of  his  former  mode  of  practice:  ^^This 
time  I  lost  the  child  in  almost  all  the  breech  cases,  but  since 
I  have  left  these  cases  to  nature,  I  alway$  succeed/' 

Since  the  day  that  this  was  publicly  uttered,  has  any  repu- 
table obstetrician,  as  indicated  by  his  writings,  departed  from 
this  non-interference  practice,  in  the  treatment  of  ordinary 
breech  deliveries,  prior  to  the  extrusion  of  the  breech  ?  Upon 
the  other  hand,  there  is  a  remarkable  unanimity  amongst 
obstetrical  writers,  enjoinhig  non-interference,  no  matter  how 
long  the  breech  may  be  delayed  at  the  perineal  outlet,  provi- 
ded the  mothers  condition  demands  no  interposition.  But 
when  the  breech  passes  the  outlet,  the  scene  changes.  The 
medical  attendant,  who,  perhaps  for  hours  before,  according 
to  all  instruction,  had  remained  an  idle  observer,  suddenly 
becomes  interested  in  the  child's  welfare,  he  carefully  and 
anxiously  awaits  the  arrival  of  the  umbilicus  within  reach  of 
the  fingers,  fearing  to  make  traction,  least  the  arms  should 
pass  up  along  side  of  the  head  and  the  chin  depart  from  the 
breast.  The  chord  having  passed  the  perineum  is  found  pul* 
sating  languidly,  at  the  rate  of  say  twenty  in  the  minute ; 
ttiother  pain  comes  on,  and  in  conjunction  with  gentle  trae* 
tion  and  the  mothers  voluntary  efforts,  the  child  is  brought 
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into  the  world  without  delay.  ^The  snrfSioe  is  pallid,  and 
there  ib  none  of  that  ^^  vital  tension  **  of  which  Prof.  Meiga' 
speaks.  K  the  attendant  should  have  the  organ  of  hope  well 
developed,  he  will  hastily  separate  the  child,  put  it  into  a  warm 
bath,  take  it  out  and  wrap  it  up  in  warm  flannel,  apply  irri- 
tants to  the  nostrils,  or  epiglottis,  and  most  important  of  all, 
employ  artificial  respiration.  If  this  last  means  should  be 
industriously  persevered  in,  the  hearts  action  may  be  siuh 
iained  for  half  an  hour  or  an  hour,  as  I  know  personally. 
But  after  all  it  is  of  no  use,  where  such  a  degree  of  reducti(m 
in  the  frequency  of  the  hearts  action,  results  from  eompre9' 
iion  of  the  chard;  gradually  it  grows  weaker  and  slower,  aad 
finally  ceases  altogether,  and  the  medical  attendant  goes  home 
feeling  badly,  and  in  view  of  the  fact,  that  not  one  or 
two  minutes  elapsed  from  the  time  the  breech  was  extruded 
until  the  head  also  escaped,  he  is  perplexed  with  the  uncom- 
fortable reflection,  that  perhaps  he  did  not  employ  the  proper 
means  for  resussitating  the  child  after  it  was  bom !  The 
presence  of  this  doubt  in  his  mind,  prevents  him  firom  seek- 
ing for  the  real  cause  of  the  child's  destruction — compression 
of  the  chord  at  the  pelvic  brim,  prior  to  extrusion  of  the  breech. 
I  have  before  remarked,  that  there  was  unanimity  amongst 
obstetrical  writers  in  regard  to  the  injunction  of  unqualified 
non-interference,  in  all  ordinary  breech  cases,  prior  to  the 
passage  of  the  breech  through  the  perineal  outlet.  K  space 
permitted,  I  might  cite  passages  in  confirmation  of  this  state- 
ment, from  the  works  of  the  following  authors :  Merriman, 
page  73 ;  Denman,  sanctioned  by  Francis,  page  507 ;  Blun- 
dell,  sanctioned  by  Castle,  pages  190-91 ;  Robert  Lee,  page 
823 ;  Rigly,  page  214 ;  Gooch,  page  220 ;  Jewell,  page  289 ; 
Bums,  sanctioned  by  James,  page,  286 ;  Collins,  pages  26-7 ; 
F.  H.  Ramsbotham,  sanctioned  by  Keating,  pages  829-80 ; 
Churchill,  sanctioned  by  Huston,  page  896 ;  Dewees,  pages 
278-4 ;  Chas.  D.  Meigs,  page  401 ;  Yelpeau,  page  866 ;  Cas- 
ieaux,  sanctioned  by  Thomas,  page  879-80 ;  and  Chailly,  sanc- 
tioned by  Bedford,  pages  48(X-81, 
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*Wlly  hare  aathoM  bo  imifbrmly  enjoined  non-interferenoe 
hrfare  eztroBion  of  the  breeoh,  and  interference  afterwardi^ 
if  threatening  danger  to  the  child  demands  it  ?  Because  they 
beUeye  that  danger  is  nerer  present^  in  ordinary  labors,  until 
^tfUr  expulsion  of  the  breech.  I  could  quote  from  erery  one 
of  the  foregoing  authors,  in  confirmation  of  this  statement 
also  Ifr.  Chi^y  excepted,  and  as  before  remarked,  the 
knowledge  of  such  danger,  has  not  impressed  upon  his  mind, 
tile  necessity  of  a  modification  of  treatment,  and  the  knowl- 
edge, therefore,  to  him,  was  practically  a  nulUy. 
*  l£f  whilst  the  body  and  head  are  being  delirered,  the  chard 
indicates  injury  to  the  child,  we  are  urged  to  facititate  the 
labor ;  from  which  we  infer  that  artificial  means  are  consider- 
ad  by  these  same  authors,  as  more  reliable  for  the  child's 
safety,  under  such  circumstances,  than  those  of  na^r^.  Now  if 
by  any  means,  conTcnient  and  unequivocal,  we  may  detect 
injury  to  the  utero-foetal  circulation,  before  the  breech  is 
estnided,  does  it  not  become  our  duty  to  actively  interpose, 
provided  the  meuus  are  practicable  and  safer  for  the  child, 
tiian  reliance  upon  the  natural  efforts  7  It  certainly  does. 
Now  we  are  almost  always  able  to  detect  injury  to  the  utero- 
fcstal  circulation)  any  time  prior  to  extrusion  of  the  breech^ 
by  carefully  ausoulting  the  inferior  border  of  the  abdomen;  as 
at  this  stage  of  labor,  the  fostus  is  almost  always  in  one  of 
the  dorso— anterior  positions.  Having  detected,  at  this  stage 
of  any  l»^ech  delivery,  a  material  deviation  from  the  normal 
or  healthy  condition  of  the  utero-fostal  circulation,  we  should 
proceed  at  once  to  afford  the  child  its  beet  chance  for  life  by 
introducing  one  or  two  fingers  into  the  posterior  groin,  and 
aasiit  in  delivering  the  breech  by  making  firm  and  steady 
traction — especially  in  conjunction  with  the  pains.  The 
athar  hand  is  at  liberty  to  protect  the  perineum.  Should  a 
degree  of  power,  greater  than  that,  which  may  be  safely 
axerted  by  the  fingers,  be  required,  the  child  will  most 
probably  be  lost  by  delay  of  the  shoulders  and  head,  conse- 
quent upon  undue  relative  sixe.  I  wish  it  borne  in  mind,  that 
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before  the  foetal  chest  can  be  in  a  'position  to  oompresf  the 
chord,  the  breech  most  be  well  down  upon  the  perineam,  and 
is  therefore  under  our  easy  controL  The  principle  if  not 
the  only  reason,  advanced  by  all  writers,  for  allowing  tha 
breech  to  be  delivered  without  extraneous  aid,  is,  that  bj 
passing  slowly  through  the  pelvic  canal,  it  may  so  dilate  it 
as  to  permit  the  escape  of  the  shoulders  and  head  with  aa 
little  delay  as  possible.  Abstractly  considered,  this  is  well^ 
but  suppose  the  child's  life  is  jeopardized^before  hand  7  By 
assisting  the  breech  in  passing  through  the  perineal  strait,  to 
what  additional  hazards  do  we  subject  the  child,  which  it 
would  not  incur  if  left  to  the  natural  efforts  7  What  addi* 
tional  security  have  we  for  the  child's  future  welfare,  by 
permitting  the  breech  to  rest  for  an  indefinite  length  of  time, 
upon  the  anterior  portion  of  the  perineum]?  Can  it  in  any 
way,  contribute  to  the  more  rapid  passage  of  the  shoulders 
and  head  through  the  superior  strait  and  excavation  ?  The 
doubled  up  breech  has  already  traversed  these  portions  of  the 
pelvic  canal,  and  accomplished  its  pioneer  function  thus  far ; 
so  that  as  regards  the  subsequent  transmission  of  the 
shoulders  and  bead  through  the  brim  and  excavation,  nothing 
can  be  gained  by  delay,  and  its  only  justification  can  be 
found,  in  the  child's  continued  safety.  Therefore,  we  have 
only  to  consider  the  case  with  reference  to  the  perineal 
outlet.  I  believe  it  wDl  be  conceded  without  discusion,  that 
where  the  shoulders  and  head  readily  traverse  the  brim  and 
excavation,  no  serious  delay  can  occur  at  the  perineal  outlet, 
under  skillful  and  dexterous  management.  When  the  head 
comes  well  down  upon  the  perineum  without  the  child's 
circulation  having  already  seriously  suffered,  the  medical 
attendant  should  be  propared  to  secure  its  prompt  and  safe 
delivery  either  by  manual  or  instrumental  aid,  and  I  hold 
that  the  physician  should  always  carry  with  him  to  cases  of 
labor,  at  least  a  pair  of  short  forceps,  an  instrument  whicn 
may  be  easily  and  promptly  applied  when  the  head  is  well 
down  upon  the  perineum. 


I  readily  acceed  to  the  propriety  of  non-interference  Trith 
the  process  of  parturition,  irhilst  nature  conducts  it  with 
reasonable  expedition  and  safety  to  both  mother  and  ckiUL 
When,  however,  the  health  or  life  of  either  becomes  seriously 
jeopardized,  I  hold  it  to  be  our  duty  to  interpose ;  and  that 
ire  may  know  when  this  responsibility  is  incurred  we  should 
constantly  follow  the  excellent  advice  of  Prof.  Meigs,  ^^to 
auscult  often  towards  the  dose  of  pelvic  labous.''  But  shall 
the  adoption  of  this  course  fulfill  no  better  purpose  than  that 
of  securing  to  us  the  melancholy  satisfaction  of  being  ^^  able 
to  announce  the  lose  of  ihe  chUdj  long  before  the  midwifery 
operetion  (of  applying  the  forceps  to  the  head)  becomes 
possible."  Is  it  not  strange  that  tiie  highly  cultivated  mind 
and  prolific  imagination  of  Prof,  Meigs,  should  not  have  sug- 
gested some  other  intermediate  midwifery  operation  for  the 
relief  of  the  child,  whilst  its  breech  was  still  within  the 
perineal  outlet?  He  claims,  at  least  indirectly,  that  the  child's 
destruction  was  accomplished  prior  to  extrusion  of  the 
breech ;  and  that  auscultation  would  have  detected  its  condi- 
tion ;  and  yet  makes  no  suggestion  for  its  relief  at  this  period 
of  the  labor ! 

Having  heretofore  disposed  of  the  objection,  that  traction 
upon  the  breech  when  at  the  outlet,  interfered  with  the  due 
dilatation  of  the  pelvic  canal,  rendering  the  subsequent  trans- 
mission of  the  head  more  hazardous ;  we  shall  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  two  remaining,  viz;  causing  the 
arms,  and  chin  to  depart  from  the  chest.  In  regard  to  the 
first  of  these,  it  is  disposed  of  by  the  conditions  present  at 
the  stage  of  labor  requiring  our  interference.  When  the 
breech  is  well  down  upon  the  perineum,  the  points  of  the 
elbows  will  have,  already,  either  entered  the  pelvic  brim,  or 
been  arrested  by  it  and  carried  upwards ;  so  that  traction 
upon  the  breech  will  not  change  the  disposition  of  the  arms, 
at  the  earliest  period  of  the  labor  at  which  we  suppose  it  can 
become  necessary  to  interfere  for  the  child's  safety.  In 
r^^ard  to  the  latter,  (departure  of  the  chin  from  the  chest,) 
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I  shall  propose  an  additional  mampnlation  in  the  traattMnt 
of  breech  cases  after  expulsion  of  the  breech,  by  irhiek  Ad 
recurrence  is  obviated,  upon  which  the  objection  is  predicaled* 
So  far  as  I  am  aware,  the  manual  aid  which  we  arejjiistmelei 
to  institute  tor  delivery  of  the  head,  is  restricted  to  tbret 
manoeuvres.  FirMy :  more  or  less  traction  upon  the  body. 
Secondly :  internal  pressure  upon  the  occiput  with  the  fingSM 
of  one  hand,  and.  Thirdly :  traction  made^with  the  fingett 
of  the  other,  upon  the  inferior  or  superior  maxillary.  llioa# 
who  have  most  frequently  trusted  to  these  resources  alonei 
will  best  understand  their  inconvenienoe,  insufSciency  and 
unsatisfactory  results*  I  therefore  desire  to  suggest  aa 
additional  manoeuvre,  which,  in  my  humble  judgement,  ii 
more  effectual  and  far  safer  than  either  of  the  others.  Hm 
medical  attendant,  when  in  charge  of  a  breech  delireryy 
should  always  have  at  hand  an  assistant  who  should  be  eait* 
fiiUy  instructed  as  to  the  mode  of  applying  his  hands  upon 
the  uterine  globe  externally.  As  soon  as  the  breech  and 
abdomen  of  the  child  are  expelled,  you  direct  the  attendaat 
to  make  steady  and  tolerably  firm  pressure  downwards  and 
backwards,  at  the  same  soliciting  the  mother  to  use  all  of  her 
expulsive  force,  for,  as  Prof.  Meigs  has  truly  remarked,  it 
will  not  do  to  trust  to  a  return  of  uterine  contraction;  tlie 
foBtal  head  being  almost  beyond  its  grasp.  I  believe  it  wfll 
be  readily  admitted  that  we  can  thus  exert  a  very  consider- 
able  degree  of  expulsive  power  with  perfed  mrfety  to  botk 
mother  and  child,  and  I  candidly  believe  that  it  is  more 
reliable  than  aU  other  meane  combined^  until  the  head  is  com* 
pletely  within  the  excavation.  Now,  what  good  results  hav« 
we  from  this  mode  of  manipulation,  in  addition  to  its  exp«l^ 
live  agency?  JFinfly;  the  pressure  being  made  upon  the 
vertex  downwards  and  backwards,  the  chin  is  thereby  farted 
upon  the  chest  and  compelled  to  remain  there,  and,  as  th# 
assistant's  hands  are  k^t  steadily  applied  to  the  abdomen, 
any  tardiness  or  failure  in  the  return  of  uterine  contraetioni 
is  thus  amply  substituted*    Seeen^y.  Such  external  preseurt 


18  a  poirwfiil  ttiBiidiis  to  ntarine  eoniractiony  tlierebj  obruiAi- 
ing  sabsoqvent  hemoxrliage  oonseqaent  upon  too  8«ddeii 
ei«CBa4io&  oC  the  uterine  cari^. 

la  regard  to  ibe  treatment  of  {botidng  presentations,  the 
proeantionB  adopted  in  the  conduct  of  breech  presentational 
viU  flcarcely  oyer  become  necessary ;  for  generally,  there  iriU 
he  bat  little  intemption  to  the  passage  of  the  breech  throuj^ 
the  perineal  outlet ;  and  therefore,  tiie  utero-foetal  circulation 
is  not  likely  to  suffer  in  any  serious  degree,  prior  to  its 
extrusion*  As  to  the  subsequent  treatment,  I  would  recom* 
isand  prcNnptdeliyorj  of  the  body  and  head  by  &e  same  mwD$ 
suggested  in  deliveries  under  breech  presentation.  Contrary  to 
the  generally  recrived  opinion  of  the  profession  at  the  present 
tilne,  I  do  not  beliere.  Uiat  under  yudieioui  management,  the 
haiard  to  the  child  is  any  greater,  than  in  deliveries  by  the 
breech  under  their  present  mode  of  treatment. 

Am  presentationi  of  the  knees  only  occur  about  once  in 
8800  labors,  and  are  only  a  modification  of  footling  casee^ 
requiring  essentially  the  same  mode  of  treatment,  (except 
where  the  knees  are  arrested  within  the  excavation)  we  will 
devote  no  further  attention  to  them. 

In  conclusion,  with  r^erence  to  tiie  fkiture  of  the  injury 
suafeined  by  the  child,  in  eensequenee  of  intemption  to  its 
eiieulation,  and  the  importMioe  of  a  more  correct  knowledge 
iq^  this  point,  than  we  are  in  possession  of  at  present ;  I 
would  remark,  that  the  sulgect  jusUy  demands  more  time  and 
space,  than  we  can  at  present  devote  to  it.  In  regard  to  on# 
thing,  however,  I  entertain  no  doubt,  that  in  many  instancei 
the  life  of  the  child  depends  upon  a  correct  appreciation  of 
its  particular  c<mdition,  whether  it  be  that  of  apoplexy,  venous 
eoBgeation,  asphyxia  or  anemia.  Anemia  and  venous  conge»> 
tieft,  at  least,  require  very  different  modes  of  treatment.  I 
cannot  believe  with  P.  Gaceaux,  tbat  death  by  asphyxia  is 
tlM  mfy  f^nAle  mode;  nor  on  the  other  hand  with  0. 
Baudeloque,  that  the  condition  of  the  still-born  child  is  alwagb 
thai  of  apq>lexy.    Kor  has  P^.  Hoige,  in  Us  reriew  of  *^  a 
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report  on  two  new  propositions  by  M.  Baodeloqve  Jr.,  Ibr 
presonring  the  life  of  the  fostus  when  it  presents  the  breeeh, 
feet  or  knees ;  made  to  the  Royal  Academy  of  Medicine^  by 
H.  Hervez  de  Chegain  thrown  any  practical  light  upon  the 
snbject.  He  clearly  demonstrated  that  Baudeloqne  was  in 
the  wrong; — ^that  the  child  is  found  dead  under  other  condi- 
tions than  that  of  apoplexy;  without,  howeyer,  supplying  na 
with  the  diagnostics  of  these  different  conditions. 


Proeeedingi  of  the  CindnnaH  Medical  Society.    BepcTt0d  iy 
J.  R.  Atkins,  M.  D.,  Rec«  Sec. 

NOVIMBEE  10, 1856. 

Society  met  at  the  residence  of  Dr.  Wright.  President  in 
the  chair.  The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and 
approved. 

There  being  no  essay,  the  relation  of  cases  was  taken  np 
as  next  in  order. 

Dr.  Wright  gave  a  case,  which,  he  said,  had  presented  to 
him  some  interesting  features.  A  well  known  and  highly  in- 
telligent  lady  of  the  city,  had  been  suffering,  for  about  two 
years,  with  the  more  common  symptoms  of  dyspepsia ;  and 
as  similar  symptoms  had  occurred,  in  a  mild  degree,  now  and 
then,  for  a  considerable  number  of  years,  no  other  disease 
was  associated  in  the  mind  than  that  of  dyspepsia.  Henoe, 
no  special  medical  treatment  was  resorted  to,  and  temporary 
benefit  was  sought  in  short  excursions  to  the  country,  exerdae 
in  the  open  air  during  pleasant  weather,  and  a  properly  regu- 
lated diet 

Two  or  three  months  since  he  was  requested  to  visit  her, 
and  to  prescribe  some  gentle  tonic,  as  ^^  she  was  feeble,  and  her 
food  did  not  agree  with  her.''  With  this  request  there  was  a 
ready  compliance,  the  symptoms  and  history  of  the  case,  and 
drcumstances  attending  it  not  requiring  any  extended  exam- 
ination. 

A  few  days  affcerwarda  he  was  again  called.     The  patient 
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wa8  laying  upon  the  bed,  and  complained  of  increased  weak- 
ness, inability  to  retain  food,  and  ^^  a  sense  of  weakness  at- 
the  pit  of  the  stomach."  He  was  now  induced  to  examine 
more  particularly  into  the  case,  and  form  an  opinion  respect- 
ing its  nature  from  my  own  examination.  The  upper  portion 
of  the  abdomen  was  much  swollen,  and  a  tumor,  somewhat 
circumscribed,  occupied  the  epigastrium.  Notwithstanding 
ihe  probable  long  continuance  of  the  tumor,  it  had  not  been 
obserTcd  by  the  patient  at  any  previous  period.  The  decided 
pnffeetion  of  the  epigastrium,  and  the  distended  state  of  the 
colon,  led  to  the  suspicion  that  the  latter  contained  a  large 
amount  oi  impacted  fasces.  A  brisk  cathartic  was  given.  A 
subsidence  of  the  abdominal  swelling  followed  its  free  action, 
but  the  epigastric  tumor  remained. 

The  entire  case  was  now  examined  with  care  and  minute- 
ness, and  the  diagnosis.was  scirrhous  of  the  pylorus. 

Firm  pressure,  or  even  rough  handling  of  the  tumor,  pro- 
duced no  pain,  and  the  patient  complained  of  a  feeling  of  un- 
easiness rather  than  pain.  The  rejection  of  food,  soon  after 
being  taken,  and  general  emaciation  were  the  prominent  symp- 
toms. 

During  the  progress  of  the  case,  the  iodide  of  potassium  was 
administered  in  one  grain  doses,  three  times  daily.  Two  Cft 
three  doses  having  been  taken,  the  material  ejected  from  the 
stomach  presented  a  dark  coffee-ground  appearance.  The 
medicine  was  suspended,  and  the  ejected  mucous  ceased  to  be 
discolored.  It  was  renewed,  and  during  its  continuance  the 
same  coffee-ground  substance  was  thrown  off.  The  discolora* 
tion  was  doubtless  the  effect  of  the  iodine. 

An  examination  after  death  sustained  the  correctness  of 
the  diagnosis.  The  pyloris  was  converted  into  a  scirrhous 
tumor,  the  communication  between  it  and  the  duodenum  being 
nearly  closed.  About  one-half  the  stomach  was  reddened, 
accompanied  by  thickening  of  the  mucous  surface.  There 
was  also  a  fungoid  growth,  two  inches  in  diameter,  and  ele- 
vated about  the  eighth  of  an  inch.    It  might  not  be  techni- 
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oally  proper  to  call  this  an  uloeratod  Burfaee,  for  no  pii« 
observed  in  the  substanceB  Tomited,  nor  after  the  stonuboh 
opened. 

Cancer  of  the  stomach  is  not  a  common  disease,  and  a  mont 
accurate  and  minute  history  of  the  case  before  ns  might  b^ 
of  value  to  the  Society,  but  he  hoped  the  few  points  prai^ 
ented  might  not  be  devoid  of  interest. 

Dr.  Dodge  remarked  that  the  case  of  cardiac  disease  whiiA 
he  spoke  of  at  the  last  meeting,  in  which  obstruction  of  th# 
brachial  artery  took  place  after  the  administratiou  of  chlon^ 
form,  had  since  died.  There  appeared  to  be  slight  return  ot 
the  circulation  a  short  time  before  death.  A  poH  mcfUm 
could  not  be  obtained. 

Dr.  Wright  would  ask  for  information  with  regard  to  a  lady 
now  under  his  care  who  has  suffered  from  uterine  hemorrhage 
for  nearly  six  years,  dating  from  her  last  confinement.  Tbo 
catamenia  recur  at  the  regular  intervals,  but  the  hemorrhage 
is  continuous.  She  has  taken  every  kind  of  medicine,  used 
all  sorts  of  injections,  and  all  kinds  of  astringents.  The  neek 
of  the  uterus  is  somewhat  enlarged  and  dilated,  so  as  to  milr 
mit  two  fingers,  to  some  extent  being  narrowed  at  its  inner 
extremity.  The  uterus  was  somewhat  prolapsed— as  much, 
for  example,  at  the  third  month  of  pregnancy. 

Dr.  Richardson  asked  if  the  hemorrhage  had  been  coOk- 
stant. 

Dr.  Wright — Yes ;  nor  does  she  suffer  any  pain. 

Dr.  Woodward — ^Does  she  suffer  from  exhaustiqn ;  doe6  ak0 
present  an  anaemic  appearance  ? 

Dr.  Wright — ^No ;  she  occasionally  passes  clots  during  the 
oatamenial  period ;  the  discharge  is  more  fluid  ;  it  is  at  all 
times  free  from  fibre.  There  also  appears  to  be  some  enlarge- 
ment of  the  uterus. 

Dr.  Woodward — Does  it  admit  of  sufficient  dilatation  to  af- 
ford ail  examination  7 

Dr.  Wright  has  not  attempted  any  dilatation. 

Dr.  Woodward  would  be  led  to  suspect  the  existence  of  poly* 
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pus.    This  was  merely  an  hypothesis,  however,  which  conid 
only  he  established  by  examination. 

Dr.  Wright  supposed  that  either  a  polypus  or  a  portion  of 
an  attached  placenta  was  the  cause  of  the  hemorrhage,  but 
cannot  bring  to  his  recollection  any  case  where  a  portion  of 
a  placenta  had  been  retained  so  long. 

Dr.  Woodward  said  that  it  was  contrary  to  all  recognized 
physiological  and  pathological  laws  that  a  portion  of  a  pla- 
centa could  be  retained  for  such  a  length  of  time,  without 
undergoing  organic  change-— either  complete  disentegration^ 
or  becoming  incorporated  with  the  uterine  substance  ;  in  the 
former  case  ceasing,  long  since,  to  be  an  offending  body,  in 
the  latter  incapable  of  causing  hemorrhage. 

Dr.  Wright  said  some  cases  had  been  reported  where  the 
placenta  had  been  retained  until  the  succeeding  pregnancy. 

He  was  called  to  give  testimony,  in  court,  in  connection 
with  Dr.  Mussey,  in  a  case  where  a  suit  for  mal-practice  was 
entered  against  a  physician  who  had  attended  a  lady  in  a  pre- 
mature delivery.  The  placenta  was  retained ;  she  got  up, 
attended  her  household  duties,  and  even  attended  camp  meet- 
ing. Three  or  four  months  afterwards  the  placenta  was  ex- 
pelled. The  question  for  decision  was,  whether  the  physician 
had  a  right  to  dilate  the  os-uteri  for  the  extraction  of  the  pla- 
centa, he  claiming  that  it  had  closed  immediately  after  the 
birth  of  the  foetus. 

Dr.  Woodward  recently  had  a  patient  under  his  care  who 
suffered  from  hemorrhage  in  the  early  stage  of  utero-gestation, 
and  which  continued  during  the  whole  month  of  June.  Some 
days  ago  hemorrhage  again  returned,  accompanied  with  oon- 
tractions,  until  the  expdsion  of  a  7  or  8  months'  foetus  took 
place*  The  placenta  presented  a  peculiar  appearance,  small, 
and  as  if  steeped  in  alcohol.  He  supposed  that  uterine  sup- 
puration must  have  taken  place  some  time  previous  to  the  ex^ 
pulsion  of  the  child. 

Dr.  Bonner  mentioned  a  case  somewhat  analogous.    On  his. 
first  seeing  the  patient  the  membranes  had  been  ruptured  some 
xoL.  xvin. — ^NO.  4. 
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half  an  hour,  after  which  there  was  no  return  of  the 
pains.  On  making  an  examination,  he  found  an  arm  ocoapj- 
ing  the  vagina,  with  elbow  presenting,  the  head  being  in  the 
right  iliac  fossa.  Without  extending  his  examination  further, 
he  placed  her  in  position  for  turning.  On  again  introdadng 
his  hand,  he  discovered  the  placenta  protruding  through  the 
08,  its  remaining  attachment  being  to  the  cervix  uteri ;  the 
woman  was  flooding  rapidly.  It  would  appear  from  its  posi- 
tion that  it  was  originally  attached  to  the  neck,  and  a  portion 
directly  over  the  os-uteri.  The  pains  not  returning,  he 
deemed  it  best  to  turn  at  once.  The  delivery  of  the  child 
was  followed  immediately  by  the  placenta.  The  foetus  ap- 
peared like  one  of  7  months.  It  breathed  a  short  time. 
There  was  no  early  hemorrhage ;  supposed  there  was  some 
hemorrhage  with  the  escape  of  the  waters. 

Dr.  Bonner  also  gave  a  history  of  the  case  lately  published 
in  the  papers  as  '^  death  from  spider-bite."  His  impression 
was,  that  death  resulted,  not  from  the  absorption  of  any  poi- 
son, (even  if  he  had  been  really  bitten  by  a  poisonous  spider — 
which  was  a  question),  but  from  the  means  employed  as  anti- 
dotal. The  treatment  consisted  of  ^  of  a  grain  of  morphine 
every  30  minutes,  until  2  grains  had  been  given.  Ten  ounces 
of  Bourbon  whisky  were  also  given  in  about  the  same 
space  of  time — the  latter  being  supposed  by  the  doctor  to  be 
equally  efficacious  in  ^^  spider  "  as  ''  snake  bites."  Intoxica- 
tion followed ;  chloroform  was  administered  with  a  view  of 
quieting  him — which  it  did  most  effectually.  He  would,  how- 
ever, give  the  operator  the  credit  of  being  quite  candid  in 
making  the  statement  of  the  course  pursued  in  the  case,  and 
also  his  having  had  recourse  to  electricity  to  arouse  him  from 
his  stupor.  The  post-mortem  examination  of  the  glans  penis, 
where  the  bite  was  said  to  have  been  inflicted,  did  not  present 
any  appearance  except  that  produced  by  the  application  of 
aq.  ammon.  which  had  been  applied  in  addition  to  the  general 
4reatment  He  would  merely  state,  that  the  gentleman  in  attend- 
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ftBce,  though  a  practitioner  of  this  city,  was  not  of  the  rega- 
lar  School. 

Dr.  Fries  reported  a  case  of  ovariotomy,  operated  on  suc- 
cessfully) about  three  weeks  before,  by  the  small  incision  through 
the  abdominal  walls,  tapping  and  then  withdrawing  the  sac 
The  woman  was  rapidly  convalescing.  The  pedicle  was  not 
yet  detached.    The  sac,  with  its  contents,  weighed  80  lbs. 

The  patient  is  51  years  of  age,  and  has  menstruated  regu- 
larly up  to  the  time  of  the  operation. 

Dr.  Blackman  remarked  that  a  great  deal  of  stress  has  been 
laid  on  the  extent  of  the  incision  through  the  abdominal 
walls,  as  materially  affecting  the  success  of  the  operation. 
From  the  cases  reported,  and  his  own  experience,  he  was  led 
to  infer  the  result  of  the  cases  was  more  dependent  upon  the 
amount  of  adhesions ;  the  nature  of  the  tumor  will  also  have 
a  material  bearing  in  the  case,  few,  if  any,  of  the  encephaloid 
tumors  having  been  removed  with  success.  He  added  that  Prof. 
Simpson  has  attempted  the  cure  of  ovarian  tumors  by  estab- 
lishing a  communication  between  the  cyst  and  the  abdominal 
cavity,  allowing  gradual  absorption  thus  to  take  place.  The 
fluid  contained  in  the  simple  cyst,  is  sufficiently  bland  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  peritoneal  cavity  without  producing  any  irri- 
tation. Dr.  B.  had  himself  recently  treated  a  case,  in  which 
the  opening  into  the  cyst  made  by  the  trocar  probably  did  not 
dose  for  weeks ;  and  while  the  reaccumulation  was  thus  pre- 
vented, the  fluid  secreted  within  the  sac  did  not  in  the  least 
irritate  the  peritoneal  cavity.  There  could  be  no  question, 
however,  that  the  contents  of  certain  ovarian  cysts  would 
give  rise  to  dangerous  inflammation  if  admitted  into  the  peri- 
toneal cavity.  Indeed  fatal  cases,  from  this  source,  are  re- 
.oorded« 

Dr.  Fries  deemed  Profl  Simpson's  plan  deserving  of  con- 
demnation. With  regard  to  the  merits  of  the  small  incisiMi, 
though  he  had  been  delighted  with  the  result,  in  his  case,  he 
did  not  deem  it  proper  for  those  in  which  extensive  adhesion 
existed. 
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Reviews  and  Notices, 


Ohiteirics  :  the  Science  and  the  Art.  By  Chablbs  D.  BIkhm,  M. 
D.,  Professor  of  Midwifery  and  the  diseases  of  women  and  chil- 
dren,  in  Jefferson  Medical  College  at  Philadelphia  ;  lately  one  of 
the  Phjbicians  to  the  Lying-in  Department  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital ;  Memher  of  the  Society  of  Swedish  Physicians  at 
Stockholm  ;  Corresponding  Member  of  the  Hunterian  Society  of 
London  ;  Member  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society ;  of 
the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  of  Philadelphia  ;  of  the  Amer- 
ican Medical  Association,  etc.,  etc.  Third  Edition,  revised.  With 
one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  illustrations.  Philadelphia :  Blaik- 
chard  &  Lea. 

In  our  last  No.  we  proposed  to  discuss  in  this,  how  far  the  author 
had  fulfilled,  in  the  present^  the  promises  given  in  his  second  edition 
of  this  work.  In  his  preface  he  expresses  the  hope  that  "  his  read- 
ers will  find  he  has  made  some  amendments  in  the  style,  and  that 
he  has  brought  the  subject  up  to  the  latest  dates  of  real  improve- 
ments in  our  Art  and  Science."  For  this  purpose  was  the  present 
edition  revised. 

We  do  not  purpose  to  offer  any  comments  either  on  the  style  or 
general  merits  of  the  treatise.  It  has  long  been  before  the  world, 
and  in  each  point  received  their  judgment.  The  style,  by  the  young 
and  fervent,  has  been  regarded  as  fascinating :  by  those  who  de« 
mand  a  conciseness  consistent  with  terseness  and  perspicuity,  it  has 
been  decided  loose,  affected,  and  even  fantastic.  Its  general  merits 
for  industrious  research  and  valuable  experience,  have  ranked  high 
as  well  in  Europe  as  America. 

Our  task  is  to  examine,  as  far  as  brief  space  will  permit,  what  has 
been  done,  or  neglected  to  be  done,  in  the  rendering  this  edition 
more  perfect  than  the  last,  as  a  practical  guide  and  mirror  of  the 
•*  latest  real  improvements  in  our  Art  and  Science." 

The  analytical  index  has  been  entirely  and  tastefully  re-arranged. 
Hie  illustrations,  though  two  less  in  number,  present  the  sub- 
jects more  clearly  as  well  as  more  beautifully. 

Though  the  work  has  received  only  five  pages  of  enlargement,  its 
diapters  throughout  wear  the  impress  of  careful  revision.  Expung- 
ing and  re-writing,  Te-modclling  its  sentences — with  occasional  new 
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material — tU  evince  a  lively  desire  that  it  shall  deserve  to  be  le* 
garded  as  improved  in  manner  as  well  as  fnaUer. 

While  we  mnst  concede  improvement  in  all  the  changes  of  mam^ 
ntr^  it  has  hardly  been  so  extended  as  to  justly  entitle  the  author  to 
expect,  on  this  ground,  that  our  copies  of  his  second  edition  shall 
be  swept  from  their  shelves,  at  bookseller's  rates,  for  the  new. 

In  the  matter,  every  stroke  of  the  pen  has  increased  the  value  of 
the  book,  both  in  the  expunging^  and  additions. 

On  the  anatomy  of  the  Uterus  and  its  attachments,  the  correc- 
tions and  new  teachings,  as  reparations  of  the  serious  errors  and  in- 
juries growing  up  in  the  track  of  false  lights  held  out  in  past  edi- 
tions, are  alone  sufficient  to  induce  the  young  practitioner,  as  well 
as  students,  to  purchase  this.  As  no  living  author  on  this  Conti- 
nent has  written  and  spoken  in  his  department,  to  so  large  a  num- 
ber of  our  profession,  truth  or  error  from  this  source  is  a  matter  of 
most  serious  moment.  Let  us,  then,  examine  his  anatomy  and  its 
important  bearings : 

*'lhe  womb  rests  upon  the  vagina,  which  is  kept  extended 
by  means  of  its  connection  to  the  rectum  behind,  and  to 
the  Hfethra  and  bladder  of  urine  in  front,  and  by  no  other  pow- 
ers.'' ''  A  prolapsion  of  the  womb  is  essentially  a  shortening  of 
the  vagina,  and  the  cure  of  such  prolapsions  is  to  be  effected  by  re- 
storing to  this  canal  its  proper  longitudinal  dimension."  "  It  seems 
to  me  to  be  almost  a  work  of  supererogation  to  make  this  assertion 
— and  yet  I  am  led  to  do  so  because  so  much  is  said  of  the  liga- 
ments that  suspend  the  womb.  Let  the  student  remember  that  there 
is  a  complete  peritoneal  ctd-de-sae,  named  after  Douglas,  betwixt 
the  rectum  and  the  vagina.  This  is  the  Douglas  cul-de-sac  into 
which  the  fundus  uteri  falls  in  cases  of  total  retroversion.  It  is 
clear  then  that  here  at  least  there  is  no  suspensory  ligament  of  the 
womb.    The  ligamenta  lata  do  not  suspend  it." 

Compare  these  descriptions  and  assertions  with  those  of  the  third 
edition :  "The  womb  rests  upon  the  upper  end  of  the  vigina,  which 
incloses  its  cervical  or  neck  portion,  and  keep  it  up  in  its  place  by 
means  of  its  connection  with  the  bladder  in  front  and  the  rectum 
behind,  and  more  than  all  by  means  of  two  utero-sacral  ligaments 
which  tie  the  upper  end  of  the  vagina  and  the  womb  to  a  certain 
place  about  an  inch  and  a  half  in  front  of  the  apex  of  the  sacrum, 

I  may  here  say,  that  as  long  as  the  utero-sacral  ligaments  remain 
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in  a  healthy  state,  preserving  hy  their  tone  a  dae  length,  ih§  womb 
cannot  fall  doumiodrds  or  prolapse,  becanse  the  cervix,  being  in* 
closed  within  the  upper  end  of  the  canal  of  the  vagina,  it  cannot 
move  down  unless  the  upper  end  of  the  vagina  move  down  also, 
which,  as  above  said,  it  cannot  do  except  the  ligamenta  utero-sacra- 
liagive  way  first." 

"  If  these  ligaments  should  be  strong  and  taught,  the  vagina 
must  keep  its  place,  but  if  they  were  cut,  the  vagina  would  drop 
down  and  carry  the  womb  along  with  it.  The  same  effect  would 
follow  upon  a  relaxation  of  these  ligaments — the  vagina  must  slide 
down,  carrying  the  womb  along  in  its  fall.  Is  not  falling  of  the 
womb,  then,  the  same  thing  as  relaxation  of  the  vagina  ?  What 
else  could  it  be  ?    It  could  not  be,  and  it  is  not  anything  else.*' 

His  anatomy,  in  past  writings,  perched  the  uterus  on  the  upper 
end  of  the  vagina — cut  away  its  true  stays,  and  left  it  supported 
"  by  no  o/A«r  powers."  Based  on  this  unique  anatomical  conceit, 
stood  the  extravagant  doctrine,  that  all  the  uterine  prolapses  were 
but  results  of  vaginal  laxity,  and  their  cure  to  be  effected  only  by 
establishing  vaginal  tone !  In  his  modem  anatomy  he  has  discov- 
ered that  the  utero-sacral  ligaments  are  not  only  adequate  to  the 
support  of  both  vigina  and  uterus,  but,  unless  they  yield,  neither 
can  prolapse.  One  would  suppose  this  was  intended  as  a  full  re* 
traction  of  all  past  doctrines,  as  it  certainly  is  a  complete  refuta- 
tion.   But  no — 

"  Conyinced  by  his  facts  against  his  will, 
He  spreads  all  his  old  opinions  still/' 

As  he  has  given  the  true  uterine  support  in  this  edition,  his  read- 
ers may  be  safely  trusted,  with  all  his  fancies,  as  to  uterine  prolapses 
and  cures.     Here,  then,  this  edition  may  do  great  good. 

On  vertex  positions,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  influential  au- 
thority should  still  retain  the  3d  and  6th,  which  he  has  long  since 
taught  as  "  probably  dependent  on  some  peculiar  form  of  the  supe- 
rior strait,'*  In  his  admirable  monograph  on  "  Parturition,"  Prof, 
Miller  took  a  decided  stand,  which,  endorsed  by  Prof.  Meigs,  would 
have  swept  these  two  absurdities  beyond  future  annoyance  in  our 
country. 

In  the  mechanism  of  the  4th  vertex  position,  our  author  leaves 
unexplained  the  causes  of  rotation,  by  which  the  occiput,  in  the 
normal  pelvis,  with  a  naturally  adapted  Foetal  head,  is,  almost  to 
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a  oerUinty,  bronglit  round  to  tlie  pubic  arch.  He  simply  tails  ns 
it  is  effected  "  by  the  miracaloos  adaptation  of  the  mechanical  form 
of  the  pelvis."  This  mechanism  of  the  pelvis,  which  beautifolly 
effects  the  rotation  of  the  occipnnt  forward,  is  decidedly  the  most 
intoresting  in  its  mechanical  physiology.  When  the  vertex  descends 
till  it  strikes  the  <<  hollow  of  the  sacrum,  "  at  the  level  of  the  upper 
posterior  edge  of  the  lesser  sacro-sciatic  ligament,  the  sudden  anterior 
curve  of  this  bone,  at  this  point,  presents  to  the  head  a  surface 
nearly  perpindicular  to  its  course.  It  can  descend  only  a  very  little 
lower  in  this  direction.  But  this  slight  descent,  with  a  very  slight 
laUral  curvature  of  the  neck,  is  sufficient  to  place  the  side  of  the 
occipital  bone  on  the  surface  of  the  greater  sacro-sciatic  ligament 
whose  direction,  being  downward,  outward  and  forward,  furnishes 
a  sure  and  efficient  guidance  to  the  occiput,  from  its  posterior  posi- 
tion to  the  pubic  arch  in  front.  Put  the  head  in  this  position  in  a 
pelvis,  with  its  ligaments  complete,  and  the  point  is  clear. 

That  the  occiput  should  come  forward,  is  the  rule  in  a  naturally 
farmed 'peWis,  But  some  slight  deviation  in  form  might  retain 
the  occiput  backward.  Here  the  aid  of  the  skillful  accoucher  is 
put  in  requisition  to  bring  the  occipant  forward  and  save  the  woman 
the  most  torturing  variety  of  labor,  and  the  vagina  and  perineum 
from  the  risks  of  horrid  lacerations.  How  can  he  intelligently  do 
this,  if  learned  authors  leave  him  in  ignorance  of  the  essential 
knowledge — the  mechanical  structures  that  effect  this,  when  the  pel- 
vis is  naturally  formed  and  proportioned?  Dewees  held  "that 
man,  who  had  not  a  perfect  knowledge  on  this  point,  as  incompe* 
tent  to  practice  Obstetrics  !  We  had  a  right,  then,  to  a  clear  and 
detailed  teaching  from  our  author  on  a  subject  of  so  much  moment. 

"Colpeurysis  is  a  process  or  method  of  treatment  used  in*  certain 
sexual  disorrlers,  the  employment  of  which  is  daily  becoming  more 
general  in  Europe  and  America.  The  instrument  by  which  colpen- 
nrsis  is  effected  was  proposed  and  introduced  into  practice  by  Dr. 
Carl  Brauu,  assistant  physician  at  the  Lying-in  Clinic  at  Vienna. 
An  account  of  the  matter  is  contained  in  a  work  in  three  parts,  en- 
titled Klinik  der  Ceburtshil/e  und  Gyncekologle,  published  in  the 
course  of  the  years  1852  to  1855,  by  Messrs.  Chiari,  Spaeth  and 
Braun.  In  part  I.  p.  126,  is  an  article  on  colpeurysis  by  Dr.  Braun, 
with  a  figure  of  Braun's  colpeurynter,  of  which  I  annex  a  copy, 
Fig.  74.    Colpeuiysis  is  from  the  Greek  xoxpo;  and  iv^vyu.    The 
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oompotmd  word  is  intended  to  express  the  idea  of  vagina  and  dOater. 
Previoaelj  to  Dr.  Braan,  physicians  and  suigeona  were  accnBiomad 


to  the  use  of  yarions  methods  of  dilating  the  vagina  or  the  cervix 
ntori,  such  as  sponge  tent,  the  tampon,  A;c.,  but  the  apparatus  de« 
lineated  in  Fig.  74  is  foand  so  convenient  that  it  will  doubtless  be- 
come much  in  vogue  in  practice.  The  colpeurjnter  is  a  vulcanized 
gum-elastic  bag  fitted  into  a  small  hollow  cone  of  horn.  There  is 
fitted  to  tho  apparatus  a  ring  for  holding  a  strap  and  buckle  which 
serves  to  secure  it  from  falling  away  when  duly  adjusted.  There  it 
also  a  stopcock,  as  seen  in  the  drawing.  The  vulcanized  rubber 
bag  when  empty,  may  be  introduced  into  the  vagina,  and  then  filled 
with  air  or  tepid  or  cold  water  in  quantity  sufficient  to  distend  the 
bag  at  discretion,  so  that  the  walls  of  the  vagina  may  be  made  to 
expand  as  much  as  they  do  when  distended  by  tho  foetal  head  in 
labor.  This  colpeurysis  may  be  carried  on  so  slowly  and  gently  as 
to  give  no  distressing  pain,  and  if  it  be  continued  for  a  certain  length 
of  time  it  inevitably  causes  the  neck  of  the  womb  to  dilate.  Hence 
it  is  a  neck  dilater  as  well  as  a  vagina  dilater,  and  is  used  daily  for 
hastening  the  dilitation  in  abortions,  in  hemorragic  labor,  and  other 
cases  in  which  it  is  desirable  to  precipitate  the  delivery  of  the 
woman. 

This  colpeurynter  makes  a  very  good  tampon,  and  possesses  the 
great  advantage  of  being  employed  warm  or  cold,  as  it  may  be  die- 
tended  with  water  of  any  desirable  temperature.  I  have  used  it  as 
a  tampon  in  placenta  prtevia  in  a  case  that  required  speedy  dilata- 
tion to  enable  me  to  turn  and  deliver  by  the  feet,  and  I  have  used  it 
in  various  other  states  of  the  female  genitalia  which  I  propose  to 
speak  of  on  the  proper  occasion  ;  for  the  present  I  mention  its  use 
as  both  a  tampon  and  dilater  very  appropriate  in  abortion  cases. 
The  student  doubtless  understands  that  if  the  vagina  should  be  very 
much  distended  with  a  colpeurynter,  the  cervix  uteri  must  sooner  or 
later  yield  to  the  force,  or  be  pulled  open  by  the  upper  end  of  the 
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▼agina  which  arisea  from  the  whole  outer  circimifexenGe  of  the 
neck." 

Prof.  Meigs  lands  this  instrument  as  of  highest  valae  in  plaoenta 
prsBvia.  He  concludes :  "  I  believe  few  cases  of  plaoenta  praavia 
willy  henceforth,  be  treated  by  European  or  American  accouchers, 
without  the  use  of  colpeurjsis ;  and  I  trust  every  student  will,  on 
going  into  practice,  be  provided  with  a  set  of  well  constructed  in- 
struments of  the  kind." 

It  is  also  commended  as  the  safest  and  generally  most  efficient 
means  for  relieving  retroversio-uteri.  The  entire  commentary  on 
this  instrument  is  novel  and  full  of  interest. 

In  his  chapter  on  puerperal  convulsions  the  author,  besides  "the 
violent  rush  of  the  blood  during  labor"  given  as  a  cause,  adds  the 
toxic  effects  of  urea  retained  in  the  blood.  We  would  be  glad  to 
extract  copiously  from  this  chapter,  but  our  space  forbids. 

Uremia,  as  a  cause  of  convulsions  in  the  pregnant  woman,  is 
fully,  carefully  and  instructively  investigated. 

Various  disturbances  of  the  physiological  condition  of  the  blood 
are  still  accounted  for  by  the  action  of  the  "  endangium,"  which 
"  cotUaint  the  force  that  makes  the  blood."  Here  our  learned  author, 
having  found  none  daring  to  believe,  none  aspiring  to  contend 
against  his  transcendental /anu^y  stands  loftily  alone,  ''wrapt  in 
the  solitude  of  his  own  originality." 

Prof.  Meigs,  as  our  readers  are  aware,  has,  from  the  first,  opposed 
the  use  of  ansBsthetics  in  labor.  His  present  views  may  be  learned 
from  the  following  extract,  with  which  we  must  bring  our  notice 
to  a  close : 

"  In  Sept.  1856,  I  remain  unconvinced  of  the  propriety  of  using 
ether  in  all  labor  cases,  indiscriminately.  Since  1852,  I  have  al- 
lowed several  of  my  patients  to  take  ether,  on  account  of  pain  that 
aeemed  excessive.  All  my  experience  leads  me  to  hold  to  the  opin- 
ions expressed  in  my  letter  to  Dr.  Simpson.  I  am  still  quite  con* 
vinced  that  the  discovery  of  anaesthesia  in  midwifery,  has  done 
more  harm  than  good,  and  I  believe  its  use  will  decline,  and  not 
increase.    I  think  it  ia  declining  already."  N.  T.  M. 


!%€  Physician's  Prescription  Book,  eoniaitdng  a  list  of  7\rm9, 
Phrases,   Contraclkms  and  Abbreviations  UBsd  in  Prescriptions, 
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with  Explanatory  ybtes  ;  also,  the  prammatieal  eontiructum  pf 
Prescriptiona,  etc,,  etc.  To  which  is  added,  a  Key  containing  tks 
Pretcripti&na  in  an  Unabbreviated  Form,  with  a  lateral  TranBla- 
iion,  intended  for  t/ie  uee  of  Medical  and  Pharmaceutical  StU' 
dents,  By  Jonathan  Pebeira,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  Second  American 
from  the  Twelfth  London  Edition,  pp.  282.  Philadelphia :  Lind- 
say &  Blakiston,  1857. 

This  little  volame,  by  the  lamented  Pereira,  has  been  before  the 
profession  for  thirty  years,  the  first  edition  having  been  published  in 
1824.  To  those  who  have  received  an  imperfect  classical  education 
it  must  be  invaluable.  But  even  those  acquainted  with  the  works  of 
Roman  poets  or  historians,  yet  ignorant  of  the  style  of  GolsuSy 
"  our  greatest  and  almost  only  authority  in  everything  relating  to 
Medical  Latinity,"  cannot  write  their  prescriptions  in  appropriate 
terms.  We  feel  truly  thankful  for  the  copy  of  the  Physic*jan*9 
Prescription  Book  sent  us  by  the  publishers,  and  are  satisfied  that 
we  can  study  its  contents  with  profit.  It  may  be  found  at  Rickey, 
Mallory  ii  Webb's,  (late  H.  Derby  it  Co.,)  Main  street,  Cincin- 
nati. 


The  Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Association  have 
been  received,  but  we  must  defer  our  notice  of  this  volume,  as  wdl 
as  of  the  Transactions  of  several  State  Societies,  until  our  next 
number. 


Editorial. 


The  first  volume  of  the  Western  Lancet  was  presented  to  the  pro- 
fesssion  in  May,  1842.  For  many  years  it  was  most  ably  conducted 
by  its  projector.  Professor  L.  M.  Lawson,  and  established  for  itself 
a  reputation  second  to  no  other  journal  in  the  West  It  was 
devoted,  as  at  present,  to  the  advancement  of  medical  and  surgical 
science,  and  to  the  general  interests  of  the  profession.  Our  worthy 
colleague,  in  his  salutatory,  distinctly  announced  that  the  Lancet 
should  never  become  <'a  medium  for  the  debris  of  personal  collisions.'* 
His  design  was  to  make  the  Journal  essentially  j^rac^icoi,  and  faith- 
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61II7  did  he  cany  oat  his  intention.  When  called  by  circnmsUnces 
to  resign  the  editorial  chair,  it  was  universally  felt  that  his  place 
could  not  be  easily  supplied.  Oar  readers  will  perceive,  with  no 
small  degree  of  satisfaction,  that  they  are  again  to  be  favored  with 
contributions  from  his  pen,  and  it  is  with  no  little  pride  that  we  arc 
able  to  send  forth  our  first  number,  with  the  collaborators  whose 
names  are  to  be  found  under  the  head  of  Original  Communicatkms. 
With  such  aid,  and  with  more  of  the  same  character  upon  which 
we  can  rely,  we  may  confidently  expect  that  the  Western  Lancet 
will  continue  to  contribute  its  share  to  the  advancement  of  medical 
and  BUigical  science.  Although  it  has  been  our  privilege  to  enjoy 
but  for  a  comparatively  brief  period,  the  hospitality  and  patronage 
of  those  with  whom  we  are  now,  and  hope  long  to  be,  a  co-laborer, 
we  are  cheered  by  the  thought  that  our  reliance  for  support  is  upon 
that  same  generous  spirit  which  has  already  bestowed  upon  our  pro- 
fessional labors  such  substantial  tokens  of  approval. 

It  shall  be  our  constant  aim  to  cany  out  the  objects  for  which  the 
Western  Lancet  was  established,  and  to  this  end  we  cordially  invite 
the  co-operation  of  our  professional  brethren  throughout  the  land. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  gratefully  acknowledge  the  promptness 
of  many  of  our  subscribers  in  remitting  payment  in  advance.  We 
trust  that  all  will  see  the  propriety  of  such  a  course,  for  in  no  other 
manner  can  they  expect  to  receive  a  Journal  which  shall  reflect  credit 
upon  its  editor,  or  be  of  value  to  themselves. 


It  affords  us  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  present  to  our  readers,  in 
the  first  number  of  another  volume  of  the  Lancet,  a  daguerreotype 
likeness  of  the  late  Professor  John  Locke.  It  does  not  reflect  that 
far  reaching  intellect  which  shone  forth  with  so  much  radienoe  in 
his  more  healthful  and  vigorous  days.  But  those  who  knew  him 
best,  will  recognise  the  same  expanded  brow,  the  fixed  eye,  and  the 
imdisturbed  expression  of  countenance,  such  as  was  his,  when  en- 
gaged in  deep  philosophical  thought  His  pupils  and  friends,  scat- 
tered over  the  great  valley  of  the  West,  will  receive  this  New  Year's 
Gift,  as  a  speaking  token  of  our  kind  regards* 

Dr.  Locke  was  not  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  yet, 
it  is  the  Jnst  pride  of  medical  men  to  know,  that  he  was  emphati* 
mQj^m  of  tbiir  niunber.    Early  in  life  he  received  the  degree  pf 
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Doctor  of  Medicine.  During  his  later  years  and  more  mature  mn* 
hood,  he  was  connected  with  the  Medical  Coll^  of  Ohio,  and  Ida 
kind  and  constant  sympathies  were  with  the  industrions  student  and 
practitioner.  And  no  man  ever  maintained  the  dignity  of  the  profeas- 
ion  more  than  Dr.  Locke,  hy  his  extended  learning,  his  original  and 
lahorions  researches,  and  his  honorahle  hearing  through  life. 

We  should  not  manifest  a  proper  regard  for  the  memory  of  Um 
deceased,  if  we  were  to  attempt,  in  onr  brief  limita,  to  embody  hit 
lustory,  nor  would  it  be  satisfactory  to  the  public,  whether  prof6»> 
sional  or  otherwise.  There  are  incidents  of  deep  interest  all  along 
the  pathway  of  Dr.  Locke,  which  will  soon  be  presented  to  the  pro- 
fession of  the  city,  and  we  hope  to  the  public,  by  Dr.  M.  B.  Wright* 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  unanimously  adopted  by  tha  Cin- 
cinnati Medical  Society. 


AXBIUCAN  MEDICAL  COLLBGSa. 

Dr.  Palmer,  of  the  Pemtutdar  Journal  of  Medicine,  in  his  laiit 
number,  takes  Dr.  F.  Campbell  8tewart  to  task,  and  very  justly  in 
our  opinion,  for  the  misrepresentations  contained  in  an  addresa 
which  that  gentleman  delivered  not  long  since  in  Edinburgh,  on  the 
Medical  Schools  and  the  Medical  Profession  of  the  United  States. 
This  lecture  is  published  in  the  Edinburgh  Mediccd  Journal  for 
August,  and  seems  to  have  been  most  favorably  received  by  those 
to  whom  it  was  addressed.  The  misrepresentation  of  which  Dr. 
Stewart  has  been  guilty,  or  error  into  which  he  has  fallen,  may  be 
found  in  the  following  extract : 

''Medical  Science  is  nowhere  in  the  United   States  under  tbe 

Patronage  and  protection  of  the  General  or  Federal  Government, 
'he  means  provided  by  most  of  the  States  for  the  general  education 
of  the  people  within  their  limits  are  ample,  and  the  common  or 
public  school  system  which  prevails,  is,  I  believe,  one  of  the  moat 
aimple  and  perfect  which  cofdd  be  devised.  While  thus  providing 
for  general  education,  however,  it  has  not  been  deemed  necessary  or 
expedient  to  interfere  directly  with  medical  teaching  further,  at  leaat» 
than  to  grant  charters  for  universities  and  colleges  conveying  the 
power  to  confer  diplomas.'' 

Dr.  Palmer  complains  of  the  manner  in  which  Dr.  Stewart  has 
Ignored  the  West,  and  points  with  pride  to  the  Univeiaity  of  Michi- 
gan, in  which  (he  aalariea  of  the  professoia  en  paid  entiiily  froa 
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die  public  fund.    He  refers  also  to  Iowa  and  Wisconsin,  which 
have  likewise  been  most  liberal  in  their  appropriations. 

We  are  surprised  that  one  whose  attention  has  been  so  long 
directed,  as  has  Dr.  Stewart's,  to  the  history  of  the  medical  institu- 
tions of  France,  as  well  as  of  our  own  country,  should  so  completely 
have  overlooked  a  State  which  has  made  such  magnificent  appropria- 
tions for  the  promotion  of  medical  science,  as  has  Louisiana.  In 
1847,  this  State  provided  for  the  erection  of  a  building,  which  coat 
•40,000,  and  in  1850,  it  made  a  donation  of  825,000  to  be 
expended  in  the  purchase  of  anatomical  and  pathological  specimens* 
apparatus,  etc.;  and  in  1853,  it  made  an  additional  appropriation  oi 
f  6,000  for  the  same  objects.  Dr.  Fenner,  in  an  introductory  lecture 
delivered  at  the  opening  of  the  New  Orleans  School  of  Medicine,  on 
the  17th  of  November,  1856,  sums  up  the  total  endowment  of  the 
State,  at  9121,000,  all  for  the  benefit  of  the  Medical  Department  of 
the  University  of  Louisiana. 

Bat  we  neeil  not  go  beyond  the  bounds  of  our  own  city  for  a  refu- 
tation of  Dr.  Stewart's  assertion.  Even  the  State  of  Ohio  has  done 
9omHhing  for  the  promotion  of  medical  science.  Had  it  not  been 
for  the  liberality  of  the  State,  that  magnificent  edifice  on  Sixth  street, 
the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  would  never  have  been  erected,  and 
may  we  not  add.  had  it  not  been  for  the  proUcdon  of  the  State,  this 
venerable  and  now  prosperous  Institution  would  probably  have 
shared  the  fate  of  her  once  powerful  but  now  forgotten  rivals.  We 
need  not  dwell  upon  the  failure  of  individual  enterprises  in  Cincin- 
nati. Their  history  is  written,  but  while  the  friends  of  the  Medical 
Collie  of  Ohio  exult  in  her  stability,  they  should  remember  iha;t 
the  fostering  care  of  the  State  has  upheld  her  in  h^  darkest  hours, 
and  enabled  her,  through  long  years  of  savage  warfare,  to  triumph 
over  all  her  enemies* 

In  conclusion  we  would  add,  it  is  to  be  fegretted  that  one  who, 
like  Dr.  Stewart,  ia  the  accredited  representative  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  abroad,  should  not  have  acquired  more  accurate 
knowledge  of  our  Institutions,  before  he  volunteered  to  instruct  our 
transatlantic  brethren  in  reference  to  the  medical  Profession  in  the 
United  Statett 
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Imtroduotort  IdcoTURSs. — ^We  have  received  a  nnmber  of  theae, 
bnt  have  space  to  notice  only  those  delivered  by  Professor  Comegja» 
of  the  Miami  Medical  College,  and  Professor  Chapman  of  the  Ohio 
College  of  Dental  Sui^gery. 

The  former  advocates  the  passage  of  a  law  **  that  shall  recognise  all 
who  are  now  in  practice,  whether  they  are  regular  or  irregular  prac- 
titioners— ^whether  they  have  diplomas  or  not,  but  no  new  man  to 
be  allowed  to  practice  until  he  has  stood  the  test  of  examination/' 
It  is  rumored  that  the  members  of  the  Btate  Society  will  be  xofgA 
to  memorialize  the  L^slature  of  Ohio,  for  the  passage  of  aach  n 
law,  the  present  session.  Prof.  C,  believes  that  "  we  must  hnmbb 
ourselves,,  like  Him  who  humbled  Himself  that  good  might  be  dona. 
We  must  "  stoop  to  conquer."  We  have  quoted  his  own  expre88iona» 
in  order  that  our  notice  may  give  rise  to  no  misapprehenaion. 
We  add  that  the  only  reason  assigned  by  Prof.  C,  is  that,  **\ff 
making  all  these  quack  doctors  members  of  the  proposed  Academj 
of  Medicine,  and  bringing  them  all  before  the  same  public  arena,  in 
a  few  years  the  ignorance  and  the  mendacity  of  charlataniam  will 
have  passed  away,  and  our  profession  receive  all  the  honor  and 
emolument  that  a  grateful  people  could  lavish  upon  it."  Should 
this  proposition  be  brought  before  the  Society,  it  will  donbtleaa 
elicit  a  warm  discussion. 

The  Class  evinced  good  taste  in  securing  the  publication  of  Prof. 
Chapman's  Introductory  Lecture.  In  interesting  matter,  beariaig 
upon  "  the  origin  and  history  of  institutions  of  learning  in  dififorent 
periods  of  the  historic  record,"  and  in  clearness,  conciseness,  and 
terseness  of  expression,  we  regard  it  as  a  model  of  its  kind.  If  o«r 
space  would  permit,  we  would  like  to  transfer  portions  of  it  to  ov 
columns.    It  deserves  to  be  put  in  a  m9re  enduring  form. 

We  are  gratified  to  learn  that  the  Ohio  College  of  Dental  Soignjy 
(located  in  this  city),  is  in  a  prosperous  condition.  It  has  an  aUia» 
laborious,  and  accomplished  ojirps  of  teachers,  and  we  hope  its 
oesa  may  continue  to  be  commensurate  with  its  deserts.  • 


Ohio  Statr  Mkdical  Sochett. — An  adjourned  meeting  of  tlua 
Society  will  be  held  at  Columbus,  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  January. 
We  believe  the  members  anticipate  a  fuU  attendance,  as  matters  of 
importance  may  be  presented. 
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BURNS  AKD  8CALD8. 

A  number  of  scalded  patients  have  recently  been  admitted  to  the 
Commercial  Hospital,  in  consequence  of  an  explosion  on  one  of  the 
Ohio  river  steamers.  In  our  clinical  remarks  upon  these  cases,  we 
felt  justified,  from  the  testimony  before  us,  in  extolling  the  efficacy 
of  the  white  lead  and  linseed  oil,  as  an  earfy  application  in  these 
cases.  Dr.  Muscroft  has  since  called  our  attention  to  an  article  on 
the  treatment  of  bums,  written  by  the  late  Dr.  Drake,  and  pub- 
lished in  the  Western  Journal  of  the  Medical  and  Physical  Sciences, 
Tol.  iv,  1831.  From  this  it  would  seem,  that  Dr.  Drake,  having 
tried  the  above  application  in  his  own  case,  became  satisfied  that 
it  gave  rise  to  much  constitutional  disturbance — "  a  real  saturnine 
colic,  consisting  in  obstinate  constipation,  retraction  of  the  umbilicus, 
borborigmi  and  acute  abdominal  pain,  which  came  on  about  four 
days  after  the  white  lead  was  applied."  In  none  of  the  patients 
treated  by  us,  have  we  observed  the  deleterious  effects  described  by 
Dr.  Drake. 


FORKION  B0DIE8  IN  KNEE  JOINT, 

We  find  in  the  New  Hampshire  Journal  of  Medicine  for  December, 
ft  valuable  paper  upon  this  subject,  by  Dr.  Alph.  B.  Crosby,  in  which 
lie  asserts,  that  the  best  method  for  removing  these,  is  that  practiced 
by  his  father,  Dr.  D.  Crosby.  A  sharp  instrument  like  an  awl,  is 
forced  into  the  center  of  the  body,  and  while  an  assistant  holds  this 
firmly,  an  incision  is  made»  the  center  of  which,  is  the  puncture  made 
by  the  awl.  The  skin  is  to  be  drawn  up  as  far  as  possible,  over  the 
foreign  body,  before  the  incision  is  made.  Under  favorable  circum- 
stances the  wound  unites  by  the  first  intention,  and  in  a  few  days 
the  patient  is  entirely  cured.  Dr.  C,  has  operated  in  seven  cases, 
and  in  all,  the  recoveries  '*  were  speedy,  and  the  relief  complete." 


Notwithstanding  the  enlaigement  of  our  Journal,  we  have 
been  compelled  to  omit  several  communications  of  interest.  These 
will  appear  in  our  next  number.  This  liberal  supply  of  mateiial  on 
tiie  part  of  our  contributors,  is  peculiariy  gratifying  to  us  at  this,  the 
commencement  of  our  editorial  career,  and  demands  our  most  grate- 
ful acknowledgments. 

VOT..  xvrn. — NO*  5. 
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Jt^  In  the  report  of  Uie  proceedings  of  the  Cincinnati  Medical 
Society,  the  reader  will  obeerve  that  the  question — ^How  long  maj 
a  placenta  be  retained  after  delivery  ? — was  briefly  discussed.  We 
find  in  the  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review  for  July,  1842,  a 
notice  of  a  case  reported  by  Dr.  Scholler,  in  the  MedicinUche  Z/eitunp, 
where  the  placenta  was  retained  for  77  days  after  the  birth  of  a  pre- 
mature child.  Previous  to  the  expulsion  of  the  placenta,  it  was 
supposed  to  be  a  case  in  which  it  had  really  been  absorbed.    This 

placenta  had  not  undergone  the  slightest  decomposition.  **  It  was 
hard,  surrounded  by  a  coating  of  fibrine,  and  shrunk  to  the  size  of 
half  a  goose's  egg.  On  a  section,  it  presented  the  peculiar  stnictiirs 
of  the  placenta.*' 


Abscess  in  Bomx. — ^At  a  meeting  of  the  New  York  Fathologioal 
Society  in  May  last,  Prof.  Willard  Parker,  presented  a  leg  whiok 
lie  had  removed  from  a  man  aged  35  years.  The  patient's  suflbring^ 
for  months  had  been  severe.  Pressure  of  the  foot  against  the  articu- 
lar surface  of  the  tibia,  produced  no  pain.  On  examining  the  limb 
after  the  operation,  the  disease  in^as  found  to  be  an  abscess  of  the 
tibia.  Some  years  since  we  amputated  the  thigh  in  a  case  where  aa 
abscess  in  Uie  external  condyle  of  the  femur,  gave  rise  to  excruciating 
pain,  which  resisted  laige  doses  oi  anodynes.  Pressure  of  the  head 
of  the  tibia  against  the  Iowa:  end  of  the  femur,  caused  no  pain, 
although  the  other  symptoms  gave  rise  to  the  suspicion  of  dissaas 
of  the  joint 


J^The  last  meeting  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Soc.  of  Cincinnati, 
is  said  to  have  been  one  of  unusual  interest.  Dr.  Robert  McOvaine, 
made  one  of  his  happiest  efforts,  and  in  a  speech  of  much  abili^, 
advocated  measures  of  reform,  which  await  further  discussion  by  the 
Society.  The  Doctor  is  in  favor  of  throwing  open  the  doors  to  the 
public,  and  by  thus  bringing  merit  and  pretensions  before  this  triba* 
nal,  he  maintains  that  each  will  receive  appropriate  reward.  As 
the  proposition  is  to  be  taken  under  consideration  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  Society,  we  reserve  further  remarks  upon  the  subjeol 
for  our  next  number. 
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In  the  treatment  of  this  rebellions  affection,  M.  Tronssean  admin- 
iateiB  the  tincture  of  iodine  in  large  doses.  When  the  remedy  is 
given  in  gradoally  increasing  doses,  and  after  a  fall  meal,  he  has 
found  that  none  of  the  patients  in  his  wards,  have  suffered  any  un- 
pleasant effects.  He  has  found  it  particularly  efficacious  in  that 
form  of  the  disease  known  under  the  name  of  rkeumatitme  atoniqu^t 
rheumatisme  noueux. — Gazette  dee  EopUoux. 


Hm  LautspQle  Bemew  and  PhUadelphia  Medical  Examiner 
have  been  consolidated.  Professors  Gross  and  Richardson,  we  under- 
stand, are  to  have  entire  control,  and  hereafter  the  Journal  will  be 
known  by  the  name  of  **  The  Nbrth  American  Hedico-Ohirurgical 
BaTiew."  It  is  nnneceuary  to  state  that  it  will  be  one  of  the  veryf 
best  Journals  in  the  country. 


We  are  gratified  to  learn  that  Ba.  G.  W.  Batlbss,  for- 
merly  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  has 
recovered  his  health,  for  which  he  removed  to  the  Western  frontier 
in  Missouri,  some  years  since,  and  is  about  to  remove  to  Louisville, 
Ky.,  to  practice  his  profession. 

As  an  accomplished  anatombt,  lecturer,  physician  and  gentleman. 
Dr.  Bayless  is  favorably  known  to  the  profession  of  the  West  and 
South,  and  they  will  cordiaHy  welcome  him  back  to  his  active  pro- 
fessional duties. 


A  young  professor  agrlgi  of  the  Faculty  of  Medi- 
cine, Paris,  having  discovered  by  some  experiments  d^  outre  tnanehe, 
that  his  fine  tenor  voioe  is  likely  to  yield  htm  a  better  income  than 
his  medical  skill,  is  about  presenting  himself  as  an  artiste  before  a 
Parisian  audience.  Many  of  the  Professors,  shocked  at  this  prop- 
osition, are  making  every  effort  to  change  his  purpose,  but  the  ife»- 
itemr  dee  JBbpitaux  considers  it  very  doubtful  whether  the  suscepti- 
bilities of  that  respectable  body  wUl  lead  them  to  contest  the  pre- 
mium of  80,000  livros,  which,  it  is  stated,  has  been  offered  to  the 
eavant  tran^uge.    We  trust  that  music  will  prove  more  profitable 

to  our  young  professor,  than  did  poetry  to  the  celebrated  Dr.  Arm* 
strong,  whose  **  Economy  of  Love,"  by  entering  a  little  too  mi- 
ntitely  into  details,  ruined  the  prospects  of  an  experienced  and  ac- 
complished physidan. 
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Miscellaneons. 


Circular. — To  Physicians  :  Will  yon  be  pleased  at  yonr  earliest 
convenience,  to  answer  the  following  qoeetions  or  any  of  them,  at 
len^h,  if  jonr  time  permits.  Dne  credit  will  be  given  in  the 
respectivere  ports  to  any  gentleman,  who  may  commnnicate  valuable 
facts: 

1.  Are  yon  engaged  in  the  practice  of  obstetrics,  and  how  long  ? 

2.  Have  yon  kept  a  r^istry  of  births,  or  can  yon,  to  some  extent 
from  memory,  state  the  number  of  preternatural  presentations  that 
occurred  in  your  practice  ?  Their  proportion  to  natural  ones  ?  The 
mode  of  treatment  ?     Success  in  regard  to  mother  and  child  ? 

3.  Have  you  employed  the  cephalic  version?  How  often  and 
with  what  success  ? 

4.  Have  you  employed  Eigot  in  difficult  labor?  With  what 
result  to  mother  and  child  ?  Is  there  in  your  opinion,  a  greater  pro-* 
portion  of  still-bom  children,  where  it  is  employed  ? 

5.  Have  you  seen  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever,  Puerperal  Oonvulsions^ 
Puerperal  Mania,  Phlegmasia  Dolens,  Trismus  Nascentium,  etc  ? 
What  were  their  causes,  prodromes,  symptoms,  treatment  and 
results? 

6.  How  many  regular,  how  many  irregular,  how  many  female 
practitioners  are  there  in  your  district ;  how  is  Uie  practice  distribn* 
ted  among  these  three  classes  ? 

7.  Are  you  cognizant  of  any  gross  malpraxis,  or  of  cases  involv- 
ing Medico-legal  investigation  in  Midwifery  ? 

8.  Remarkable  cases,  particularly  involving  new  modes  of  prac- 
tice. 

9.  What  are  the  fees  in  obstetric  cases  ? 

10.  Have  you  observed  any  marked  results  of  the  mental  opera- 
tion of  the  mother,  on  the  physical  organization  of  the  child  ? 

.  11.  Are  there  any  mineral  springs  in  your  neighborhood  ?  What 
mineral  do  they  contain  ?  Have  they  successfully,  or  otherwise^ 
been  employed  in  the  cure  of  disease  ? 

12.  Have  you  employed  the  microscope  on  pathological  re- 
searches and  for  the  purpose  of  making  diagnosis  ?  What  form* 
whose  make,  with  what  results  ? 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  solicit  your  early  attention  to  the  above  qneriee^ 
and  to  subscribe  myself. 

Yours  Fraternally, 

JOHN  G.  P.  HOLSTON, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Obstetrics,  Member  of  Committees  on 
Microscopy  and  Mineral  Waters 

Zajtbsvillb,  October  1,  1856. 
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OHAssAiaKAo's  EcTcueuf. — This  addition  to  the  ArmamerUarium 
of  the  smgeon,  consists  of  a  handle  and  steel  cannla,  within  which 
are  grooves  for  the  passage  of  a  jointed  chain,  like  a  chain  saw,  but 
without  teeth.  From  the  extremity  of  the  cannla  projects  a  Ioop« 
of  the  length  required.  This  loop  is  passed  around  the  tumor,  and 
gradually  tightened.  Hemorrhage  is  prevented  by  this  gradual  stran- 
gulation and  division  of  the  morbid  growth. 

Mr.  Paget  removed  with  this  in- 
strument the  thigh  of  a  dog,  without 
hemorrhage.  The  French  and  British 
Surgeons  now  employ  it  frequently  in 
the  removal  of  vascnlar  tumors,  can- 
cerous growths,  hemorrhoids,  and  M. 
Chassaignac  himself  has  used  it  sev- 
eral times  in  amputation  of  the 
tongue.  He  has  used  it  also  in  the 
removal  of  the  breast,  and  in  the  re- 
moval of  hemorrhoidal  tumors,  in 
more  than  a  hundred  instances.  It  is 
admitted  that  difficulty  is  experienced 
in  dividing  with  this  instrument  parts 
of  large  size,  and  surrounded  by  a  thiclc 
skin. 

Mr.  Lawrence,  of  London,  used  it 
in  the  following  case,  which  we  pre- 
sent in  detail,  as  published  in  the  Lon. 
Med.  Times  and  G^azette,  for  Novem- 
ber: 

''A.  S.  was  admitted  into  Bethlehem 
Hospital,  Jul^  7,  1856.  Her  pre- 
vious occupation  had  been  that  of  a 
domestic  servant.  She  was  unmar- 
ried, but  the  mother  of  two  children, 
the  youngest  being  two  vears  old.  The 
medical  gentlemen  who  nad  previously 
attended  upon  her  and  certified  to  her 
insanity,  reported,  "a  strong  ten- 
dency to  commit  suicide  ;  a  continual 
desire  to  have  her  inside  opened ;  a 
belief  that  she  had  no  bowels  ;  and 
that  her  character  and  temper  had 
lately  undergone  a  great  change,  evinc- 
ing hatred  to  those  she  had  formerly 
loved  and  esteemed."  She  was  certi- 
fied, also,  "  to  be  dangerous  to  others."  On  admission,  her  physi- 
cal health  was  feeble,  pulse  wenk,  appetite  capricious,  bowels  con- 
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Btipated ;  mefUaUy  At  appeared  suffering  from  contumed  mdan- 
cholia  with  obstinate  taciturnity.  She  acknowledged  her  despon- 
dency, and  attributed  it  to  her  physical  state,  aggravated  hj  the 
neglect  of  the  father  of  her  children.  If  conversation  could  be 
forced  from  her,  it  referred  mainly  to  the  state  of  her  inside,  which 
the  considered  had  been  misplaced,  that  her  entrails  had  left  her» 
and  that  she  must  be  cut  open.  On  these  subjects  she  was  unvidd* 
ing,  and  became  angry  if  any  attempt  was  made  to  reason  witii  her. 
The  frequent  constipation  of  her  bowels  to  a  g^reat  extent  supported 
her  impression  that  hhe  had  no  inside.  A  report  that  she  was  suf- 
fering from  a  labial  hernia,  induced  personal  examination,  when  a 
large  tumor  was  discovered  arising  from  the  posterior  edge  of  the 
left  labia,  and  extending  to  the  buttock  on  the  same  side.  She  af- 
terwards acknowledged  her  belief  that  into  this  sac  her  intestines 
had  slipped.  For  de  first  fortnight  after  her  admission,  the  ordi- 
nary moral  treatment  of  the  Hospital  was  employed ;  a  generous 
diet,  wine,  laxatives,  and  morphia  in  grain-doses  at  bed-time,  to 
procure  sleep.  During  this  time  no  improvement  in  her  mental 
symptoms  was  manifest.  Her  despondency  remained  unielieYed, 
and  the  delusions  unchanged. 

Mr.  Lawrence  was  then  requested  to  see  her,  and  after  a  careful 
examination  oi  the  tumor,  and  a  full  persuasion  that  no  hernial  sao 
existed,  proposed  to  remove  the  tumor,  hoping  by  this  measure  to 
cancel  the  delusions  that  appeared  to  depend  so  much  upon  its  exist- 
ence. The  patient  offered  no  objection  to  the  operation,  and  on  the 
24th  inst.,  her  bowels  having  been  prepared  by  aperient  medicines, 
followed  by  an  injection,  Mr.  Lawrence  removed  the  tumor,  which 
was  of  cellular  structure,  and  weighed  (after  a  large  quantity  of 
fluid  had  escaped)  one  pound  and  three  ounces.  The  operation  was 
performed  by  Charri^re's  ^craseur,  an  instrument  fully  described  by 
Mr.  Spencer  Wells  in  the  Med.  Times  and  Oaz.,  of  October  11th. 
It  had  a  peculiar  advantage  in  this  case,  diminishing  materially  the 
bleeding  consequent  on  the  operation.  The  patient  pleaded  so  eam- 
estlv  for  chloroform,  that  it  was  administered,  but  it  did  not  suc- 
ceed in  obtaining  the  desired  insensibility.  She,  however,  submit- 
ted to  the  operation  with  tolerable  fortitude  ;  but  little  blood  was 
lost,  and  in  a  few  hours  she  had  some  calm  and  refreshing  sleep. 
The  operation  lasted  about  half  an  hour ;  the  pain  increased  appa- 
rently with  eadi  dick  of  the  screw,  by  which  additional  pressure 
was  produced  around  the  point  of  constriction.  For  two  or  three 
days  there  was  slight  constitutional  disturbance,  a  little  feverishness 
and  occasional  involuntary  passage  of  urine  ;  these  symptoms  soon 
gave  way  to  fl;eneral  improvement,  though  mentally  she  retained 
many  of  her  delusions,  and  grumbled  sadly  at  the  pain  that  had 
been  given  her.  On  the  9th  of  August  (sixteen  days  after  the  op- 
eration) she  was  reported  to  be  "going  on  well  as  regards  the  op- 
eration, and  her  mental  symptoms  improved."     Her  appetite  now 


inoreaaed,  ooeasional  tperient^  medicine  was  necessary ;  her  spirits 
were  good»  and  her  conversation  now  cheerful  and  nnrestricted,  re* 
ferred  onlj  so  far  to  her  late  illness  as  to  complain  of  smarting  an- 
noyance ^om  the  granulating  surface  of  ^e  woond.  To  the  ITth 
of  October  her  mental  and  physical  improvement  continued ;  she 
became  robust,  happy  and  industrious.  Beyond  aperients  the  only 
medical  treatment  required,  was  occasional  sedative  draughts  at  bed-^ 
time,  and  twice  in  the  week  nitrate  of  silver  was  ap]^ied  to  the 
granulations,  which  were  a  little  too  exuberant.  On  the  21st  of 
October  she  returned  to  her  family  quite  well. 

The  points  in  this  case  wluch,  perhaps,  merit  the  most  attention, 
are:  "The  power  that  the  physical  condition  exercised  over  the 
mental  state  in  causing  the  melancholia  and  delusions.''  "  The  de- 
sirability of  removing  the  cause  before  treating  the  efl&ct,'*  and, 
thirdly,  "  the  character  of  the  instrument  used  by  Mr.  Lawrence.*' 
As  regards  the  latter  point,  it  mav  be  worth  while  to  state  that 
much  annoyance  to  the  patient,  and  difficulty  to  the  operator  in  ob- 
taining free  access  to  the  part,  was  obviated  by  the  mechanical  ar- 
rangement of  the  instrument ;  that  little  more  than  an  ounce  of 
blood  was  lost  during  the  operation ;  and  that,  after  the  removal  of 
the  tumor,  although  a  surface  of  three  square  inches  was  exposed, 
no  vessel  was  tied-— a  feature  in  an  operation  of  considerable  im-* 
portance  when  the  patient  has  shown  great  suicidal  determination. 


Surgical  ITotet. — ^During  the  preparation  of  an  analytical  index 
of  the  Surgical  Eecords  of  the  Massachnsetts  Qeneral  Hospital, 
from  its  establishment  in  1821  to  1856,  a  period  of  twenty-five 
years,  some  facts  of  statistical  value  came  to  my  notice,  which  may 
prove  interesting  to  the  profession.  I  select  a  few  of^Uie  most  strik- 
ing,*alphabeticdly  arranged,  to  obtain  which,  it  would  be  necessary 
for  the  student  to  employ  several  hours  of  tedioui  examination  of 
manuscript. 

Amputations. — Of  the  arm,  20  cases,  of  whidi  4  were  fatal, 
though  only  two  depended  on  the  operation  iteelf ;  the  other  two 
were  sorofuiouB  cases. 

Of  the  fof-arm^  18  cases  ;  1  death. 

Of  the  leg,  90  cases,  and  19  deaths,  caused  either  by  the  severity 
of  the  accident,  fracture  of  the  skull,  or  other  accompanying  injnir . 

At  the  thoulder-Joini,  6  cases,  and  only  1  death,  although  the 
accidents  were  very  severe. 

Of  the  tMgh,  97  cases,  and  26  deaths,  of  which  6  were  from  the 
severity  of  the  accident. 

Artbbibs,  ligature  qf. — ^The  exUmal  Hiae  was  tied  4  times,  withi 
one  death  in  two  days.  The  iniemal  iliae  was  tied  once,  proving 
iatalina  week. 
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Oaxcbb.-^Q/'  tk$  lower  Up,  68  cases,  of  which  01117  6  wore  in 
females,  and  generally  beyond  the  age  of  50.  In  most,  the  habit  of 
pipe-smoking  was  acknowledged.  Many  eminent  surgeons,  among 
others  the  late  Dr.  J.  C.  Warren,  have  considered  this  haUt  one  of 
the  most  frequent  exciting  causes  of  labial  cancer. 

Cancer  of  the  tongue,  20  cases,  of  which  5  were  females— almoai 
always  in  tobacco-poisoned  mouths.  This  comes  on  at  an  earlier 
age  than  cancer  of  the  lip. 

Efcus,  9  cases,  all  females.  The  ages  ranged  from  15  to  69 
years.    The  average  age,  31^  years. 

FisTDLA  IN  Ano,  149  cases ;  of  which  onl^  14  were  females,  or  1 
in  about  101.  I  do  not  find  it  mentioned  m  surffiod  works  that 
this  disease  is  most  common  in  males ;  but  the  above  proportion 
would  seem  to  indicate  that  it  is  so.  The  disproportion  can  hanll  j 
be  accounted  for  on  the  natural  repugnance  of  the  female  sex  to 
submit  such  lesions  to  the  surgeon's  notice ;  as  the  cases  of  hsBm- 
orrhoids,  and  other  diseases  of  the  rectum  requiring  operations,  in 
the  hospital  wards,  show  no  such  disproportion  between  the  sexas. 
Larger  tables  might  change  the  proportion  somewhat,  and  this  will 
do  for  ab^inning. 

Fragturbs. — ^Fracture  of  the  vlna  is  rare,  compared  with  fraotnra 
of  the  radiue  and  with  fracture  of  both  bones,  notwithstanding  tko 
exposed  condition  of  the  olecranon*;  being  in  the  proportion  of  1 
to  2.  The  same  holds  true  in  regard  to  fracture  of  the  fibula,  when 
compared  with  fracture  of  the  tibia  and  that  of  both  bones  of  the 
leg. 

Fungus  HiSMATODEs,  17  cases,  of  which  6  were  in  males. 

Habb-up,  86  cases,  of  which  29  were  females. 

Hip  Disbasb,  181  cases,  of  which  68  were  females. 

Lupus,  8  cases,  of  which  8  were  females. 

Nbrvbs,  dimsian  of,  for  obstinate  neuralgia,  9  cases. 

Faciai,  8  cases ;  of  which  2  were  relieved,  1  not  relieved. 

Iirferior  maxillary,  1  case  cured. 

Inferior  dental,  1  case,  cured. 

Infra-orhitar,  8  cases ;  2  cured,  1  much  relieved. 

Ulnar,  1  case,  relieved. 

Btriotcre,  of  Oesophagus,  14  cases,  of  which  8  were  in  Samales. 

Tetanus  and  Trismus,  8  cases,  of  which  7  were  fiital,  in  from  2 
to  19  days. 

Torticollis,  18  cases,  of  which  5  were  in  males. 

Vagina,  ocelueion  of,  5  cases  ;  operation  in  8  cases,  of  which  1 
was  successful,  and  2  relieved. 

Veins,  introduction  of  air  inio,  2  cases :  1  while  removing  a 
tumor  in  the  neck,  in  which  recovery  took  place ;  the  other  into  the 
axillary  vein,  during  removal  of  tumor  from  the  axilla — ^fataL 

Wounds,  euieidal,  of  throat,  30  cases,  of  which  4  were  females  ; 
only  two  cases  proved  fatal,  at  the  end  of  five  and  six  days.    It  is 
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rare  that  the  raicide  efibcts  his  object  in  attempting  to  cat  his  throat ; 
from  ignorance  of  the  situation  of  the  vessels,  the  cat  is  generally 
made  too  high  np  and  too  much  in  front ;  by  the  time  the  skin  is 
cat,  the  pain  prevents  the  completion  of  thesaicidal  act — ^the  trachea 
is  cat,  bat  the  great  vessels  escape,  as  we  see  by  the  small  propor- 
tion of  deaths  among  the  cases,  only  1  in  15. — Boston  Med,  and 
Surg,  Journal.  8.  K. 


Influbnce  of  Disease  on  the  Besfiratoby  Movements. — "If 
the  larynx  be  narrowed,  so  as  to  permit  bat  little  air  to  enter  the 
langs,  the  diaphragm  descends  so  rapidly  that  the  air  has  not  time 
to  fill  ap  those  portions  of  the  langs  displaced  downwards  by  the 
diaphragm ;  the  conseqaence  is,  that  the  pressare  of  the  atmosphere 
forces  backwards  and  in  wank  the  costal  walls  on  the  lungs. 

"  If  the  summit  of  the  lung  be  affected  with  phthisis,  the  corres- 
ponding portion  of  the  chest  is  but  little  dilated,  and  the  ribs  are 
depressed  and  almost  motionless  over  the  diseased  portion  of  the 
lung  ;  sometimes  the  rib  even  falls  at  the  beginning  of  respiration. 

"  In  inflammation  of  the  lower  lobe  of  the  lung,  that  lobe  is  dis- 
tended by  diseased  secretions ;  the  chest  over  it  is  permanently  ex- 
pandedi  and  has  little  or  no  respiratory  movement ;  at  the  same 
time  the  upper  portion  of  the  same  side  of  the  chest  is  less  actively 
inspiratory.  If  the  diaphragm  be  inflamed  on  one  side,  that  side 
does  not  act ;  the  diaphragmatic  rib,  and  the  hypogastric  region  do 
not  move  forwards  on  the  afiected,  though  they  do  on  the  healthy 
side. 

''  K  any  part  contiguous  to  the  ribs,  on  one  side,  should  be  in- 
jured by  the  respiratory  motion  of  those  ribs,  then  that  side  of  the 
chest  is  often  motionless,  though  the  lung  be  sound. 

"  If  the  air  cells  be  dilated,  the  whole  chest  takes  on  permanently 
the  form  that  it  has  on  a  deep  inspiration. 

-'  These  instances  show  the  practical  value  of  a  thorough  know- 
ledge of  the  healthy  respiratoiy  movements  of  each  portion  of  the 
chest ;  attention  is  at  once  called  to  any  point  that,  owing  to  dis- 
sease,  has  not  its  due  motion." — Dr.  Gibson, 


Paul  Caustio  (Dr.  G.  H.  Oaeey),  receives  in  Dr.  Reese's 
American  Medical  Gazette  for  November  the  following  compliment 
for  his  Review  of  Dr.  Stewart's  Prize  Essay  on  Cholera  Infantum, 
It  should  be  a  matter  of  some  exultation  to  the  profession  in  Ohio, 
that  her  writers  are  held  in  such  estimation  at  the  East.  Drs. 
Carey  and  Reeve  of  Dayton,  are  both  by  their  pens  reflecting  honor 
upon  the  place  in  which  they  reside.  But  to  return  to  Dr.  Reese's 
compliment  to  Dr.  Carey : 
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**  The  last  number  of  tbe  Ameriean  Medical  Monihlj'  containa  a 
verj  able  and  discriminating  Review  of  this  Essaj,  to  which  the 
prize  of  the  new  York  Academy  of  Medicine  was  recently  awarded 
The  writer  criticises  the  doctrinal  and  practical  teachings  of  Dr. 
Stewart,  and  controverts  the  etiology,  pathology  and  therapeatioi 
of  the  Essay,  with  the  hand  of  a  master.  The  importance  of  tha 
subject  alike  to  the  profession  and  the  public,  render  the  contriba* 
tions  of  practical  men  towards  the  nature  and  treatment  of  Oholera 
Infantum  eminently  useful.  We  wish  that  our  limits  would  iJlow 
the  insertion  of  the  entire  Beview,  which  though  anouymous»  and 
from  Dayton,  Ohio,  is  evidently  the  fruit  of  much  knowledge  and 
experience.  We  cannot  concur  with  our  cotemporafy,  the  editor 
of  the  Monthly,  in  his  exceptions  to  the  "  calomel  treatment"  un- 
der the  restrictions  and  limitations  of  the  writer." 


Croup. — ^We  extract  the  following  remarks  of  Dr.  Williama 
before  the  Baltimore  Pathological  Society,  the  Proceedinga  of  whioh 
we  find  published  in  the  Virginia  Medical  Journal  for  December. 

What  is  the  nature  of  croup  ?  So  far  as  our  present  knowledge 
extends,  I  feel  justified  in  defining  it  to  be  a  specific  inflammatioa 
of  the  air  passages,  and  more  especially  of  the  larynx,  whidi  ia 
attended  by  an  exudation  of  false  membrane.  This  exudation  maj 
take  place  in  the  pharynx,  and  then  extend  to  the  larynx ;  orit  maj 
commence  in  the  larynx,  and  thence  be  propagated  to  surrounding 
parts.  In  the  former  case  it  has  received  the  name  of  dipiheriHe 
croup;  in  the  latter  it  is  called  pseudo-membranous  croup.  For 
practical  purposes  however,  so  far  as  treatment  is  concerned,  thejr 
may  be  r^raed  as  the  same  disease. 

What,  then,  is  its  treatment  ? 

In  view  of  the  specific  character  of  the  disease,  specific  treatment 
has  been  proposed.  But  unfortunately,  such  treatment  has  not 
proved  successful. 

It  only  remains  to  enquire  into  the  indications  to  be  fulfilled  by 
"  roHonaV*  treatment  I     What  are  they  ? 

1st    To  prevent  the /ormo/ioa  of  false  membranes. 

2nd.    To  cause  their  expulsion  when  formed. 

3d.    To  prevent  their  reformation. 

These  objects  may  be  accomplished  either  by  local  or  by  pmmut 
treatment ;  or  by  hoik  combined. 

Local  treatment  consists  in  the  application  of  caustics  directly  to 
the  affected  parts.  The  best  caustic  seems  to  be  nitrate  of  silver  (20 
or  80  grains  to  an  ounce  of  water,)  which  must  be  repeated  as  often 
as  the  violence  of  the  case  requires. 

The  general  treatment  should  consist  in  the  use  of  bleeding,  calo* 
mel  and  emetics,  either  singly  or  combined.  Old  authors  are  nearly 
unanimous  in  recommending  blood  letting.  Indeed  they  make  it  the 
essential  part  of  their  treatment.    Recent  experimenters,  however. 
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are  opposed  to  it.  Meigs  thinks  tihat  it  may  be  tised  in  those  cases 
where  the  disease  begins  in  the  larynx.  Calomel  has  more  advo- 
cates ;  and  it  certainly  is  a  most  beneficial  remedy  ;  but  it  is  too 
slow  in  its  operation  to  justify  ns  in  relying  npon  it  alone.  It 
shonld  always  be  associated  with  something  more  prompt  in  its 
action.  The  best  combination,  so  far  as  my  observation  and  expe- 
rience extend,  is  calomel  with  emetics.  This  combination  fulfills 
all  the  indications  of  treatment.  The  calomel,  by  its  defibrinizing 
qualities,  tends  to  prevent  the  formation  of  false  membranes — or  if 
they  be  already  formed,  it  tends  to  prevent  their  spreading  to  sor- 
roimding  parts  with  the  same  rapidity  that  they  might  otherwise 
assume.  The  emetics  tend  to  produce  their  detachment  and  ex- 
pulsion. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  theory — ^practice  sanctions  the  treat- 
ment. Meigs  mentions  ei^^hi  cases  thus  treated,  of  which  ^ve  recov- 
ered. Vaileix  refers  to  fifty-three  cases,  of  which  thirty-one  were 
treated  with  emetics  and  (generally  with)  calomel.  Of  these^  ^- 
teen  recovered. 

T»erUif'two(oi  the  58)  were  treated  vnlkout  emetics,  or  at  least 
they  formed  but  a  secondary  part  of  the  treatment.  Of  these  aU 
died  but  one.  All  of  those  that  recovered  expelled  more  or  less 
false  membrane. 

Being  thus  satisfied  of  the  utility  of  emetics,  the  question  arises, 
what  emetic  should  be  used  ?  Antimony,  ipecac.,  alum  and  sul- 
phate of  copper  have  all  been  highly  recommended,  and  frequently 
used.  Ipecac,  is  liable  to  the  objection  of  losing  much  of  its  efiect, 
if  its  use  oe  continued  any  length  of  time,  while  antimony  and  sul* 

Shate  of  copper  are  so  irritant  as  to  expose  to  the  risk  of  producing 
erangement  if  not  inflammation  of  tne  stomach.  Alum  is  free 
from  both  these  objections,  and  hence  is  a  most  serviceable  remedy. 

Thus  as  a  summarv  of  what  has  been  said, we  find  that  the  best 
treatment  for  croup  is  a  combination  of  calomel  and  alum — ^the 
latter  to  be  given  two  or  three  times  a  day,  so  as  to  produce  active 
emesie  ;  and  then  during  the  intervals  to  administer  calomel  eveiy 
one  or  two  hours,  so  as  to  bring  the  patient  under  its  influence  as 
speedily  as  possible.  To  this  treatment  may  be  added,  in  many 
cases,  cauterization^  and  sometimes,  though  rarely,  the  use  of  the 
lancet 

Should  all  these  means  fail,  there  remains  bat  one  remedy  more, 
via:  tracheotomy. 

Properly  to  decide  upon  the  propriety  of  this  operation,  we  must 
examine  two  points,  which  can  onfy  be  determined  by  an  appeal  to 
facts,  that  is,  to  the  result  of  experiment  These  points  are  the 
results  derived  from  the  operation,  and  the  danger  attending  it. 

1st.  Is  tracheotomy  attended  with  danger  to  the  life  of  the 
patient 

Where  it  has  been  performed  for  the  removal  of  foreign  bodies, 
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it  has  been  almost  always  snccessfnl.  Prof.  H.  H.  Smitli  of  Fhiladal- 
phia  has  collected  tweniy-wne  cases,  and  of  this  number  ofdjf  om§  re- 
salted  fatally.  Prof. ;  Pancoast  corroborates  this  statement.  Mid 
asserts  that  he  has  never  seen  a  fatal  case,  where  the  death  wms 
clearly  assignable  to  the  operation.  And  snch  is  the  experienee  of 
French  practitioners,  so  far  as  I  have  seen  and  read. 

From  these  facts  it  appears  that  the  operation  is  not  attended  bj 
danger  when  performed  under  favorable  drcunutanceM. 

What  is  the  resnlt  when  performed  for  cronp  ? 

I  have  only  been  able  to  obtain,  from  reliable  sources,  leporte  of 
208  cases.  Of  these,  fifty-nine  recovered.  This  is  certainly  a  moet 
favorable  resnlt ;  and,  taken  in  connection  with  the  little  danger 
attending  the  operation  for  the  removal  of  foreign  bodies  seems  to 
constitute  a  very  strong  argument  in  favor  of  the  operation.  Hie 
strength  of  the  argument  is  still  increased,  if  we  bear  in  mind  the 
fact  that  the  operation  for  croup  is  deferred  until  a  late  period,  and 
the  death  of  the  patient  imminent.  It  seems  to  me  that  eodi 
facts  afford  a  strong  inducement  to  perform  the  operation. 

Before  resorting  to  it,  however,  we  should  make  faithful  nee  of 
the  medical  means  at  our  disposal.     If  they  fail,  we  would 
feel  justified  in  deciding  in  favor  of  the  operation. 


Traffic  End  of  John  Hunter. — ^This  distinguished  suigeon^  as 

our  readers  are  aware,  was  attached  to  St.  George's  Hospital^ 

London,  and  his  temper  was  often  sorely  tried  by  his  coUeagnes  aa 

well  as  by  the  governors  of  the  hospital,  who  bitterly  opposed  what 

ihey  termed  his  "innovations."    Hunter  had  long  been  a  aoflbrer 

from  cardiac  disease,  and  dreaded  the  effects  of  mental  excitemeat, 

to  which  his  irritable  temperament  rendered  him  constantly  exposed. 

The  last  act  of  his  enemies,  and  its  melancholy  result,  aie  thva 

recorded  by  his  biographer,  Mr.  Ottley : 

*'  A  committee  was  subsequently  appointed  to  draw  up  a  code  of 
rules  for  regulating  the  admission  and  mstmction  of  pupils  ;  and  a 
set  of  proposals  was  submitted  to  them  by  Mr.  Hunter's  colleagnea, 
which  was  agreed  to  without  his  having  been  even  consulted  on  the 
occasion !  Many  of  the  regulations  adopted  continue  in  force  to 
the  present  day ;  others,  and  especially  those  relating  to  the  better 
instruction  of  the  pupils,  soon  fell  into  disuse ;  and  some  seem  to 
have  been  especially  directed  against  Mr.  Hunter.  Amongst  iheee 
latter,  was  one  which  determined  that  for  the  future,  no  person 
should  be  admitted  as  a  student  of  the  hospital  without  bringing 
certificates  that  he  had  been  educated  to  the  profession  ;  a  regulation 
which  was  probably  designed  to  exclude  Mr.  Hunter's  countrymeut 
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who  sometimes  came  tip  to  town  recommended  to  Urn,  and  entered 
as  his  pupils  at  the  hospital,  without  having  had  any  previons  medi- 
cal instruction.  Nor  was  this  clause  long  in  taking  effect ;  for  in  the 
autumn  two  young  men,  who  had  come  up  to  town  ignorant  of  this 
new  regulation,  applied  to  Hunter  to  bo  admitted  under  him  at  the 
hospital.  He  informed  them  of  the  law  which  had  been  passed,  but 
undertook  to  press  for  their  admission  at  the  next  Board-day,  and 
directed  them  to  furnish  him  with  a  statement  of  their  case  in  wri- 
ting. On  the  16th  of  October  the  Board  was  to  meet,  and  Hunter 
proposed  to  fulfill  his  promise,  though  he  was  so  well  aware  of  the 
risk  he  incurred  by  undertaking  a  task  which  he  felt  would  agitate 
him,  that  in  mentioning  the  circumstance  to  a  friend  who  called  on 
him  in  the  morning,  he  expressed  his  apprehension  lest  some  un- 
pleasant dispute  might  occur,  and  his  conviction  that  if  it  did,  it 
would  certainly  prove  fatal  to  him.  At  his  accustomed  hour  he  left 
his  house  to  commence  his  morning  rounds,  and  bv  accident  forgot 
to  take  with  him  his  list  of  appointments ;  he  had  left  the  house  but 
a  few  moments  when  it  was  aiscovered,  and  Mr.  Clift,  who  was  then 
residing  in  his  house,  hastened  with  it  to  York  Street,  St.  James's, 
the  first  place  on  the  list,  where  he  found  the  carriage  waiting, 
Hunter  soon  made  his  appearance,  took  the  list,  and  in  an  animated 
tone  called  to  the  coachman  to  drive  to  St.  Q^orge's.  Arrived  at 
the  hospital,  he  found  the  Board  already  assembled,  and  entering  the 
room,  presented  the  memorial  of  the  young  men,  and  proceeded  to 
xiTg^  the  propriety  of  their  being  admitted.  In  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks, he  made  some  observations  which  one  of  his  colleagues 
thought  it  necessary  instantly  and  flatly  to  contradict.  Hunter  im- 
mediately ceased  speaking,  retired  from  the  table,  and  straggling  to 
suppress  the  tumult  of  his  passion,  hurried  into  an  adjoining  room, 
which  he  had  searcely  reaohed,  when,  with  a  deep  groan,  he  fell  life- 
less into  the  arms  of  Dr.  Robertson,  one  of  the  physicians  of  the 
hospital,  who  chanced  to  be  present.  Dr.  Baillie  had  immediately 
followed  him  from  the  Board-room,  and  Mr.  Hume,  who  was  in  the 
house,  was  also  summoned  to  his  assistance.  Various  attempts  were 
.  made  for  upwards  of  an  hour  to  restore  animation,  under  the  hope 
that  the  attack  might  prove  to  be  a  fainting  fit,  such  as  he  had  before 
experienced,  but  in  vain ;  life  had  fled  ;  and  all  their  efforts  proving 
useless,  his  body  was  placed  in  a  sedan  chair  and  conveyed  to  Lei- 
cester-square, followed  by  his  now  vacant  carriage."     (P.  180.) 


Acne  Rosacea, — ^Take  one  drachm  of  pulverized  camphor,  two 
drachms  of  milk  of  sulphur,  and  distilled  water  sufficient  to  render 
the  mixture  liquid.  Apply  it  freely  over  the  face  at  night,  and  more 
sparingly  in  the  morning.  This  application  is  said  to  be  very  effi- 
cacious.— London  Lancet, 
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Tartar  Enuik  in  Croup. — ^Dr.  EUiotson,  of  London,  admlnitlni 
heroie  doses  of  tartar  emetic  in  croup.  To  a  child  14  months  oU^ 
he  gave  27  grains  in  three  dajs.  Tetanic  symptoms  followed,  Imft 
the  child  recovered.  Dr.  Prior,  of  Tewksbnrj,  in  a  commnnicatioA 
published  in  the  London  Medical  Times  and  Oazeitit  condemns  this 
practice,  and  mentions  a  fact  not  very  complimentary  to  Dn  EUioi- 
son's  consistency.  He  states  that  Dr.  E.,  in  a  trial  for  mal-prmctiMp 
testified  that  "  the  patient,  to  the  best  of  his  belief,  died  of  die  com- 
bined  effects  of  a  shower-bath  and  1^  grains  of  tartar  emetic  ;'*  wo 
that,  in  the  language  of  Dr.  Prior,  "  as  a  reducHo  ad  ahiurdum^  H 
grains  half  kills  a  iitrong  man,  while  27  grains,  in  8  days*  save  tha 
lifo  of  a  14  months  old  child." 


Perckloride  of  Iron, — ^In  our  last  No.  we  alluded  to  the  poweifbl 
action  of  this  agent  as  a  styptic,  and  notwithstanding  the  blunder  of 
the  printer,  we  doubt  not  our  testimony  was  regarded  as  highly  £§• 
vorable  to  it.  About  ten  days  since,  we  had  another  opportunity  of 
testing  its  valuable  properties.  A  patient  entered  the  Commercial 
Hospital,  with  an  extensive  wound  of  the  larynx.  Severe  intiaiii* 
mation  followed,  and  the  obstruction  arising  from  the  tumefaction  of 
the  adjacent  parts  rendered,  on  the  seventh  day,  an  opening  into  tha 
trachea  necessary.  In  dividing  the  inflamed  coverings  of  the  trachen, 
the  parts  bled  very  freely.  Dr.  Sharpe,  the  House  Surgeon,  followed 
our  knife  with  a  sponge  saturated  with  the  perchloride,  which  at  ones 
arrested  the  hemorrhage.  The  value  of  the  perchloride,  under  soA 
circumstances,  can  not  be  too  highly  estimated. 


Bloodless  Operatian/or  Bemia. — After  failure  of  the  taxis,  hook 
the  index  finger  round  the  maigin  of  the  ring,  passing  it  between  tha 
tumor  and  the  abdomen.  Then  tear  the  inguinal  or  crural  ling,  to 
an  extent  sufficient  for  the  reduction  of  the  hernia.  M.  Seutin,  a  dis- 
tinguished surgeon  of  Brussels,  is  the  author  of  this  proceeding,  and 
from  his  experiments  on  the  dead  body,  and  several  suooessful 
in  his  practice,  he  confidently  expects  that  it  will  soon  supersede 
ordinary  cutting  operation.    ITous  verrons. 
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Ikwrtsd  Toe  iVUZ.— Scrape  moderate!  j  tiiin  with  a  piece  of  glass* 
then  rub  the  whole  surfiuie  with  nitrate  <^  silver,  so  as  to  form  a 
good  coating,  after  this,  apply  a  hot  linseed  moil  poultice,  which 
may  remain  during  the  night.  The  nail  may  then  be  detached  from 
the  flesh  without  pain. — Mr.  Laveprove,  of  Brighton,  Eng. 


Cod  Liver  OH, — ^Let  the  hours  for  taking  be  as  far  as  possible 
from  the  ordinary  meal-time.  A  wine-glass  of  half  milk  and  half 
lime  water,  or  milk  and  soda  water,  with  a  mouthful  of  biscuit,  will 
neutralize  any  acidity  in  the  oil,  and  add  some  more  matter  for  ab- 
sorption.— Dr.  Thomae  K.  Chcurnbert. 


Adhesive  Iodine  PaiiU. — Ijc  Bpts.  Yin.  Beet.  3ii 

Spta.  Ath.  Nitr.  3iy 
Maetio  38e« 

lodin.  q.  s. 
This  is  used  at  the  Moorfield's  Opthalmic  Hospital,  London,  with 
great  success  as  a  counter-irritant.    It  may  be  applied  to  the  eye- 
UdSf  or  adjacent  parts. 


At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Indiana  State  Medical  Society, 

Dr.  Oogley,  read  a  very  interesting  address  **  On  the  Hospitals  in 

Europe."     We  extract  from  it  the  following,  being  all  that  our 

limited  space  will  permit.     We  take  the  liberty  of  adding,  that  our 

own  experience  in  Great  Britain  corresponds  in  most  respects  with 

that  recorded  by  Dr.  Cogley. 

Before  I  left  home  I  procured  letters  to  physicians  in  London  and 
Paris ;  I  had  none  for  Dublin  or  Edinburgh ;  intending  my  visit  to 
the  latter  cities  more  for  pleasure  and  curiosity  than  anything  else. 
I  knew  something  of  the  reputation  of  Graves,  Stokes,  Jacobs, 
Cnsack  and  Grampton  of  Dublin ;  and  of  Syme,  Simpson,  Lizars 
and  Miller  of  Edinbui^h  ;  but  I  had  not  placed  a  proper  appreciation 
upon  the  serious  advantages  of  those  places,  to  physicians  from  this 
country,  in  quest  of  medical  knowledge.  A  sense  of  justice  and 
gratitude  to  the  physicians  and  suigeons  of  those  cities,  constrain 
me  to  say  that  in  many,  nay  in  most  respects,  those  capitals  of 
Ireland  and  Scotland,  afford  physicians,  gomg  irom  this  country  to 
Europe  for  improvement,  far  better  opportunities  than  either  Lon- 
don or  Paris.  I  could  enumerate  a  hundred  reasons  why  it  is  so ; 
ono  or  two  may  suffice.  In  Dublin,  it  is  only  necessary  to  make 
known  that  you  are  a  physician  from  the  United  States,  and  that 
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Tartar  EmtUe  in  Croup. — Dr.  ElliJ 
keroie  ilosen  of  tartar  emetic  in  croup,  f 
he  gave  27  grains  in  tliree  daya.     Toti 
the  chiKl  recowtal.     Dr.  Prior,  of  Te J 
publisheil  in  the  London  Medical  TimeM 
practice,  and  mentions  a  fact  not  veiyf 
fion'tt  consistency.    He  states  that  Dr. 
testified  that  "  the  patient,  to  the  best  d 
bined  effects  of  a  shower-bath  and  1^  d 
that,  in  the  language  of  Dr.  Prior,  "  ai 
grains  lialf  kills  a  titrong  man,  wlule  S 
life  of  a  14  months  old  child." 


mv 


Perehloridt  of  Iron. — la  onr  last  Kfl 
action  of  this  agent  as  a  styptic,  and  noT 
the  printer,  we  doubt  not  our  testimon]| 
rorable  to  it.  About  ten  days  since,  ^ 
testing  its  valuable  properties,  A  pat 
Hospital,  with  an  extensive  wound  of  tl 
mation  followed,  and  the  obstruction  ari^ 
the  adjacent  parts  rendered,  on 
trachea  necessary.  In  dividing  the  ii 
the  parts  bled  very  freely.  Dr.  Bharpo,  tl 
oar  knife  with  a  sponge  saturated  with  tl 
arrest»l  the  hemorrhage.  The  value  of  i 
circnm stances,  can  not  be  too  highly  eatl 


BloodU»$  Optration  for  Btrma^~^ 
the  index  linger  round  the  margin  of  tl 
tumor  and  the  abdomen.    Then  tmr  tb*  I 
an  extent  snfiicicut  for  the  reduction  of  thai 
unguished  surgeon  of  Brussels,  is  thew 
from  his  experiments  on  the  dead  bodj,i 
in  hia  practice,  he  conSdcntly  expecti  that  I 
ordinary  cutting  opention.    Ifmti « 
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you  desire  to  le&m  wbatever  may  be  learned,  for  a  short  time»  in 
their  city.  If  there  is  a  probability  that  you  are  respectable,  eveir 
member  of  the  medical  profession  whom  you  meet,  manifests  eth 
most  earnest  desire  to  afford  yon  every  opportunity  in  his  power,  to 
accomplish  your  object.  Stokes,  Sir  Henry  Marsh,  and  Orokar, 
physicians ;  Cnsack,  Wilde,  Jacob,  and  Sntten,  surgeons,  the  very 
first  men  in  Dublin,  really  do  take  the  greatest  possible  delight  in 
enlightening  American  physicians,  in  i^ard  to  the  condition  of 
medicine  and  surgery  in  Ireland ;  and  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  sar 
that  the  ^ntlemen  I  have  named,  and  many  others,  are  as  wdl 
acquainted  with  their  professions  as  men  can  be ;  they  seem  literally 
to  have  learned  it. 

There  are  in  Dublin  ten  or  more  large  hospitals,  and  it  is  in  them, 
not  in  the  offices  of  their  preceptors,  that  young  men  learn  their 
professions.  Eegular  courses  of  lectures  are  delivered  in  regular 
medical  colleges,  but  it  is  to  the  hospitals  they  look  for  a  practical 
knowledge  of  the  profession.  Stevens'  Hospital,  Richmond  Hos- 
pital, City  of  Dublin  Hospital,  and  Meath  Hospital,  are  probably 
the  best  fields  for  observation  ;  in  them  we  meet  the  highest  order 
of  talent  Meath  Hospital  is  the  Dublin  County  Poor  House ;  it 
is,  of  course,  very  extensive  ;  it  was  in  this  Hospital,  chiefly,  thai 
those  eminent  men,  Graves  and  Stokes,  made  their  extensive  and 
important  researches  in  the  pathology  and  treatment  of  fever,  dis- 
eases of  the  respiratory  organs,  and  the  diseases  of  the  heart.  Graves 
was,  in  many  respects,  the  most  skillful  physician  of  his  day.  Ha 
died  in  the  spring  of  1853.  Since  his  death,  Stokes  seems  to  occupy 
the  same  enviable  reputation  ;  to  him  we  are  certainly  indebted  tor 
many  of  the  most  important  facts  in  medical  science ;  all  over 
Christendom  he  is  considered  the  best  of  authority  in  medicine.  la 
Ireland,  Sir  Henry  Marsh  enjoys  a  similar  reputation  as  a  physician* 

All  the  Hospitals  I  have  named,  and  some  others,  if  visited  in 
company  with  the  physicians  and  surgeons  belonging  to  them,  afford 
hnndreds  of  the  most  interesting  and  important  cases  for  the  student 
both  medical  and  surgical,  that  can  be  fonnd  anywhere. 

Mr.  Wilde  has  exclusive  control  over  St.  Mark's  Hospital,  where 
he  treats  diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear  exclusively.  He  is  a  most 
clever  man,  both  in  the  English  and  American  sense  of  the  word.  I 
learned  more  about  the  diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear  from  him  than 
from  any  other  man  in  Europe.  He  has  constantly  hundreds  of  in* 
teresting  cases,  and  is  peculiarly  free  to  communicate  to  Americans 
whatever  he  knows.  There  can  be  no  better  place  in  Europe,  unless 
it  be  with  Dr.  Mackenzie  in  Glasgow,  to  study  and  leamihe  diseases 
of  those  oi^ns.  There  is  no  better  book  in  our  language,  on  tha 
diseases  of  die  Ear,  than  the  one  recently  published  by  Mr.  Wilde* 
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OBiaiNAL    COMMUNICATIONS. 


Eydraceleofthe  Tunica  Vaginalis. — By  George  Fries,  M.  D., 
Cincinnati. 

Hydrocele  is  not  regarded  as  a  disease  of  danger,  but  one 
rather  of  annoyance  from  certain  disabilities  that  it  puts  upon 
the  subject  of  it,  and  it  is  on  this  account  that  those  who 
suffer  from  this  malady  almost  always  consult  the  surgeon. 

The  principle  upon  which  we  attempt  the  radical  cure  of 
this  affection,  is  the  excitement  of  such  inflammation  in  the 
parts  as  will  end  in  the  adhesion  of  the  Tunica  Vaginalis  and 
the  obliteration  of  its  cavity ;  thus  leaving  no  receptacle  for 
future  accumulation  of  fluids. 

Though  all  agree  in  the  correctness  of  this  principle,  yet 
it  has  been  attempted  to  accomplish  the  end  by  means  some- 
what various. 

At  least  six  different    operations    have  been  extensively 

practised,  namely  :  Incision,  excision,  the  use  of  caustic,  the 
introduction  of  a  seton,  the  tent,  and  the  injection  into  the 
cavity  of  various  stimulating  fluids. 

It  need  hardly  be  said  that  these  several  means,  with  the 
exception  of  the  last,  have  fallen  into  almost  total  disuse, 
and  that  it  is  now  the  mode,  nearly  everywhere  to  use  the  in- 
jections. Yet  this  plan  is  certainly  not  without  many  objections, 
not  to  mention  the  danger  of  wounding  the  testicle,  its  arteries 
and  veins  with  the  trocar ;  or  the  accident  of  injecting  the  stim- 
ulating fluid  into  the  cellular  tissue  of  the  scrotum,  with  its  con- 
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sequent  inflammation  and  occasional  sloughing,  and  the  death 
of  the  patient ;  and  passing  those  other  cases  of  congenital 
hydrocele,  where  you  have  communication  between  the  cavity 
of  the  tunica  vaginalis  and  that  of  the  abdomen — we  must 
still  insist  that  it  is  decidedly  objectionable  on  the  ground  cff 
its  very  frequent  failures. 

On  these  and  other  accounts,  I  have  for  many  years  used 
exclusively  the  tent. 

The  mode  of  proceeding  which  I  adopt,  is  to  firmly  grasp 
the  posterior  part  of  the  tumor,  and  with  a  common  scalpel 
make  a  free  incision  of  an  inch  or  more  into  the  lower  and 
anterior  portion  of  the  sac.  As  soon  as  the  fluid  has 
escaped,  I  pass,  by  the  use  of  a  small  spatula,  a  piece  of  linen 
a  half  or  three  fourths  of  an  inch  in  width,  over,  and  spread  it 
upon  each  side  of  the  testicle,  leaving  the  ends  of  the  tent 
to  project  from  the  wound  below.  These  tpnts  are  permitted  to 
remain  in  their  place  from  twenty-four  to  forty-eight  hours, 
according  to  the  susceptibilities  of  the  part.  Within  this  time, 
the  necessary  degree  of  inflammation  being  excited,  they  are 
removed.  The  wound  is  to  be  kept  open  below  for  the  free 
discharge  of  serous,  purulent  or  other  matter  that  may  form. 
Soon  as  the  operation  is  completed,  I  direct  that  the  scrotum 
be  continually  bathed  with  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  whisky 
and  water.  To  derive  the  full  advantage  of  this,  it  is  necessary 
to  apply  it  constantly  and  see  that  the  cloths  about  the  parts 
are  so  light  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  process  of  evapora- 
tion. 

Occasionally  it  has  been  necessary  to  use  saline  cathartics 
and  tart,  emetic,  to  allay  febrile  excitement.  Sometimes  an 
opiate  has  been  required  to  allay  pain  and  produce  sleep,  but 
in  the  main,  I  may  say  my  patients  needed  but  little  medica- 
tion. 

I  have  now  operated  in  this  way  in  more  than  forty  cases, 
sometimes  on  the  infant  a  few  months  old,  sometimes  on  tho 
old  man  of  seventy,  and  in  several  instances  where  tho  euro 
had  been  previously  attempted  by  injection,  and  I  have  not 
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failed  in  a  single  instance,  nor  have  I  witnessed  any  untoward 
effects  but  in  two  cases,  one  of  erysipelas,  the  other  from 
hydro-sarcocele,  in  which  I  had  subsequently  to  remove  the 
testicle. 


On  Laffophfiabnos^  from  Paralysis  of  the  Orbicularis  Palpebra- 
rum.- -By  GeoRdE  C.  Blackman,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Sur- 
gery in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio ;  Surgeon  to  the  Com- 
mercial HospitaL  • 

John  Pluttket,  at.  28,  was  admitted  into  the  Commercial 
Hospital,  Oct,  27, 1856.  In  March  of  the  same  year,  he  con- 
tracted two  chancres  on  the  glans  penis,  which  were  cauterized 
by  a  practitioner,  and  healed  in  the  course  of  a  fortnight.  A 
bubo  followed  on  the  left  side,  which  attained  considerable 
size,  but  never  suppurated.  This,  in  a  few  weeks,  disappeared, 
and  he  afterward  suffered  from  pains  in  his  bones,  and  became 
covered  with  a  pustular  eruption.  He  had  been  of  intemper- 
ate habits,  and  had  had  several  attacks  of  delirium  tremens, 
one  of  which  occurred'  after  contracting  the  syphilitic  affec- 
tion, but  before  he  entered  the  hospital.  During  these  attacks 
he  suffered  severely  from  pain  in  his  head.  At  the  time  of  his 
admission,  he  was  unable  to  close  his  left  eyelids,  and  the  distor- 
tion of  that  side  of  the  face  left  no  doubt  as  to  the  existence 
of  paralysis  of  the  portia  dura  nerve.  The  death-like  appear- 
ance of  the  affected  side  contrasted  strangely  with  the  other 
when  the  latter  was  called  into  action,  owing  to  the  wrinkled 
forehead  as  far  as  the  median  line,  and  the  dragging  of  the 
nose  and  mouth  toward  the  unpalsied  side.  In  his  efforts  to 
whistle,  the  orbicularis  oris  would  contract  on  the  right,  but 
not  at  all  on  the  left  side,  and  in  speaking,  the  cheek  would 
"  flap  to  and  fro,"  from  the  paralysis  of  the  buccinator  mus- 
cle. This  complication,  so  generally  observed  in  these  cases, 
is  difficult  of  explanation,  as  the  buccinator  is  supposed  to 
derive  its  chief  motor  power  from  the  trifacial  nerve.  In 
masticating  his  food,  our  patient  was  compelled  to  employ 
fingers  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  food  between  the 
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teeth  and  the  oheek.  There  was  severe  pain  in  the  trunk  of 
the  portio  dura  just  after  it  emerges  from  the  stylo  mastoid 
foramen^  and  this  was  undoubtedly  due,  as  well  as  the  par- 
alysis of  the  muscles  of  the  face,  to  the  pressure  of  an  exostosis 
from  the  skull,  just  beneath  the  mastoid  process.  On  first  exam- 
ination this  was  regarded  as  an  indurated  gland,  but  subsequent 
more  careful  inrestigation  established  the  existence  of  a  per- 
iosteal deposition  and  induration,  or,  an  exostosis.  It  should 
bo  stated,  that  the  sensibility  of  the  cheek  was  slightly  im- 
paired. 

Before  his  admission  he  had  been  under  various  kinds  of 
treatment.  Mercuiy  had  been  administered,  and  blisters  had 
been  applied  behind  the  ear  and  upon  the  nape  of  the  neck. 
The  latter,  the  patient  seemed  to  think,  had  but  aggravated 
his  sufferings.  As  he  had  recovered  from  the  effects  of  his 
intemperance — as  far  as  his  general  health  was  concerned, — I 
directed  a  cathartic,  after  the  operation  of  which,  ho  was  ta 
take  pills  of  the  protiodide  of  mercury,  one  grain  caclf,  tlireo 
times  in  a  day.  These  were  given  for  several  days,  ant'  then 
the  iodide  of  potassium  was  substituted — ten  grains  three 
times  a  day.  In  the  course  of  a  week  the  dose  was  increased 
ts  fifteen  grains  three  times  in  a  day.  For  something  like  a 
fortnight,  but  little  impression  seemed  to  be  produced,  and  I 
determined  if  the  affection  continued  thus  obstinate,  to  resort 
to  Dieffenbach's  operation  of  dividing  the  levator  palpebrae. 
In  the  early  part  of  I>cccmber,  however,  the  power  of  the  or- 
bicularis palpebrarum  was  decidedly  increased,  and  the  other 
symptoms  of  paralyt^is  began  to  subside.  About  the  20th  of 
the  month,  he  could  completely  close  the  eyelids,  and  at  the 
present  time,  January  18,  but  very  slight  deformity  of  the 
face  remains.  Tlie  exostosis  or  periosteal  induration,  has 
materially  diminished,  and  the  improvement  of  the  patient  has 
kept  pace  with  this  diminution. 

To  those  acquainted  with  the  experiments  of  Sir  Chas. 
Bell,  upon  the  poriio  dura  nerve,  in  1821,  and  those  repeat- 
ed by  Mr.  Shaw,  M.  Mayo,  Eschrict,  Magendie,  and  M.  Con- 


BlackmAn,  on  Lagophihalmoi.  8S 

get,  the  above  case  cannot  be  devoid  of  interest.  The  co- 
existence of  impaired  sensibility  on  the  same  side  of  the  face, 
may  be  regarded  by  some  as  an  evidence  that  the  trifacial 
nerve  was  also  involved,  and  that  the  paralysis  of  the  portio 
dara  was  dependent  on  intracranial  disease.  While  it  is  uni- 
versally admitted  that  the  portio  dura  is  the  general  motor 
nerve  of  the  face,  it  is  by  no  raeano  established  that  it  does 
not  possess  sensory  endowments,  or  that  the  latter  depend  al- 
together upon  anastomoses  with  other  nerves,  after  its  escape 
from  the  stylo-mastoid  foramen.  It  is  probable,  however, 
that  the  greater  part  of  its  sensibility  is  derived  from  the 
branches  which  it  receives  from  the  trifacial  ;  yet  M.  Sappey, 
in  his  Traite  d^Anaiomie  Descriptive^  states  that  it  receives 
a  small  branch  from  the  posterior  surface  of  the  spinal  cord, 
from  which  sensitive  portions  of  nerves  take  their  origin,  and 
that,  with  Bischoff,  Bartold,  M.  Ch.  Robin,  and  others,  wo 
must  admit  that  the  portio  dura  is  also  a  nerve  of  sensation. 

Dr.  J.  II.  Bennet,  in  his  work  on  Cancerous  and  Cancroid 
Groicthsy  relates  (p.  83),  a  case  in  which  a  small  indurated 
swelling,  below  the  left  ear,  gave  rise  to  paralysis  of  that 
side  of  the  face,  attended  with  lagophthalmos.  This  tumor 
proved  to  be  a  cancroid  affection  of  the  parotid  gland,  which 
destroyed  the  patient. 

Professor  Graham,  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  informs 
us  that  he  has  seen  a  patient  cured  of  a  paralysis  of  the  jt?or- 
tio  dura,  by  the  extirpation  of  a  morbid  growth  which  pressed 
upon  it,  between  the  mastoid  process  and  the  ramus  of  the  jaw. 
Mr.  Mackenzie,  in  his  Treatise  on  the  Eye,  remarks  that  the 
disease  has  been  known  to  arise  from  the  pressure  of  a  lym- 
phatic gland  lying  between  the  jaw  and  the  mastoid  process. 
But  the  case  we  have  given  in  detail  is  the  only  one  with 
which  we  are  acquainted  where  the  morbid  growth  producing 
the  paralysis  was  of  a  syphilitic  character.  Vidal,  and  other 
writers  on  syphilis,  refer  to  cases  of  amaurosis  and  various 
cerebral  affections  due  to  this  source,  and  to  paralytic  affec- 
tione  of  the  lower  extremeties  dependent  upon  similar  growths, 
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from  the  spine  encroacbing  upon  the  spinal  cord^  and  cared 
by  the  iodide  of  potassium.  In  conclusion,  we  vould  refer 
those  interested  in  the  study  of  "  Bell's  Paralysis  of  the 
Face/'  to  Dr.  Todd's  "  Clinical  Lectures  on  the  Nervous  Sys- 
tem," a  work  which,  upon  this  subject,  we  believe  to  be  une- 
qualled in  the  English  language. 


On  ihe  Medical  Properties  of  Veratruvi  Viridt.  By  David 
Hutchinson,  M.  D.,  of  Moorsville,  Ind.,  {Read  before 
the  Hendricks  Co.  Medical  Sociciyj  Ind.,  Nov.  25th,  186G,) 

We  propose  to  present  this  Society  with  a  report  on  tlio 
medicinal  properties  of  veratrum  viride,  an  article  that  has 
been  but  recently  brought  before  our  notice,  and  from  the  re- 
ports in  our  medical  jom-nals,  and  the  experience  that  we  have 
had  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  with  this  article,  we  have 
been  almost  led  to  conclude,  that  it  is  the  magnum  donnm  Dti 
of  the  mateira  medica  to  the  human  race.  It  has  been  only 
about  three  years,  since  the  attention  of  physicians  in  this 
section  of  country  was  called  to  the  various  medicinal  powers 
of  this  article.  In  1853,  Dr.  Norwood,  of  South  Carolina,  pu- 
blished a  short  article  in  the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical 
Sciences,  detailing  its  properties  and  the  success  that  he  had 
met  with  in  the  treatment  of  fevers.  In  the  Transactions 
of  the  National  Medical  Association  in  1852,  Dr.  Clapp,  of 
New  Albany,  refers  to  it  in  his  report  on  medical  botany,-  and 
speaks  of  it  on  the  authority  of  Drs.  TuUy  and  Osgood,  as 
a  deobstruent  or  alterative,  an  acrid  emetic,  epispastic,  and 
errhine.  Its  narcotic  effects  are  manifested  by  somno- 
lency, dimness  of  sight,  faintness,  dilated  pupils,  vertigo^ 
headache,  hiccough,  with  muscular  debility,  slow  compres- 
sible pulse,  which  sometimes  falls  to  35  or  40  a  minute. 
It  is  also  spoken  of -in  the  same  volume  of  the  transac* 
tionsby  Dr.  Price,  as  a  valuable  remedy  in  typhoid  fever. 

That  we  may  take  an  impartial  view  of  the  value  of  vera- 
trum viride,  as  a  therapeutic  agent,  it  will  be   necessary  to 
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take  into  consideration  the  medical  history  of  the  past  ten 
years.  Those  of  you,  who  were  then  in  practice,  recollect 
very  well,  that  quinine  was  the  remedy,  and  if  the  patient 
died,  you  would  resolve  to  be  less  sparing  the  next  time,  and 
give  enough !  Our  diseases  began  to  change  their  type.  In 
1848,  we  met  with  an  occasional  case  of  typhoid  fever.  We 
had  the  disease  to  study.  The  Journals  contained  frequent 
notices  of  it.  Wood's  practice  was  eagerly  sought  after,  and 
for  a  time,  all  the  patients  got  oil  of  turpentine.  In  1849, 
the  number  of  typhoid  cases  increased,  and  during  that  year, 
cholera  morbus,  diarrhoea,  and  dysentery  prevailed.  In  1860- 
il-62  and  53,  wo  not  only  had  typhoid  fever,  but  in  52  and 
63,  dysentery  and  scarlatina  prevailed  in  a  very  malignant 
form.  Since  1854,  the  type  of  disease  has  been  again 
changing.  That  year,  our  diseases  were  nearly  all  remittent 
and  intermittent,  but  few  having  been  of  a  typhoid  character. 

Thus,  you  see  that  the  last  ten  years  have  presented 
to  us  a  field  of  observation  as  interesting  as  ever  fell  to  the 
lot  of  any  practitioner.  I  mention  these  circumstances,  that 
we  may  not  be  too  sanguine  in  supposing  that  veratrum 
viride  will  always  cure.  It  does  fail  to  cure  every  case ;  and 
let  it  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  cases  which  we  have  had, 
since  veratrum  viride  has  been  in  general  use  among  us  as  a 
medicine,  have  not  been  marked  with  the  same  malignancy 
that  they  were  when  we  had  the  typhoid  fever  among  us. 
We  believe  it  to  be  the  general  course  of  epidemic  and 
endemic  diseases,  that  in  point  of  malignancy,  the  first  cases 
are  the  most  severe.  After  a  disease  has  existed  for  some 
time,  its  force  becomes  mitigated,  and  a  greater  number  of 
cases  recover  towards  its  close,  than  at  its  commencement. 
Whether  veratrum  viride  is  the  remedy  par  excellence  for 
typhoid  fever,  is  yet  a  question,  sui  judice;  but  that  it 
possesses  active  medicinal  properties,  and  is  very  valuable  in 
typhoid  fever,  and  other  diseases,  our  own  experience  has 
amply  confirmed. 

It  would  extend  this  paper  to  too  great  a  length,  to  detail 
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all  the  cases  from  day  to  day,  in  which  we  have  used  vera- 
trum  viride.  We  will,  therefore,  give  the  outlines  of  a  few 
in  which  its  cflfects  have  been  well  marked. 

Case  1. — Mrs.  D.,  aged  46,  March  1854,  came  under  my 
care,  with  a  severe  attack  of  pneumonia.  The  treatment 
adopted  for  the  first  six  days  was  that,  which  is  usual  in  pneu- 
monia, moderate  bleeding,  tartar  emetic,  calomel  and  opium^ 
cathartics,  &c.,  which  appeared  to  exercise  an  influence  on 
the  disease,  and  I  thought  would  be  adequate  to  effect  a  cure. 
However,  she  continued  to  have  a  low  grade  of  fever, 
dyspnoea,  and  rust  colored  sputa.  On  the  evening  of  the 
sixth  day,  she  became  very  restless,  and  labored  under  great 
dyspnoea,  pulse  small  and  frequent,  from  120  to  130  per 
minute.  She  was  ordered  tinct.  veratrum  viride,  5  drops 
every  two  hours.  After  taking  the  third  dose,  she  vomited 
freely,  and  threw  up  a  large  quantity  of  tough  viscid  mucoA. 
The  pulse  came  down  to  75  per  minute,  and  the  breathing 
became  easy..  The  veratrum  was  continued  for  three  days, 
almost  without  any  other  medicine,  when  it  was  evident  that 
she  was  convalescent,  and  speedily  recovered.  In  this  case 
the  effect  of  the  remedy  was  decided. 

Case  2. — W.  M.,  aged  10,  March  9th,  1855,  chilly  sensa- 
tions, pulse  110,  sharp  pain  in  lefb  side  of  chest,  rust  colored 
sputa.  Treatment,  calomel  and  ipecac,  to  vomit  and  purge, 
and  tinct.  venatrum  viride,  2  drops  every  2  hours. 

10. — ^l^ulse  100  sharp,  skin  hot,  rust  colored  sputa,  give 
tinct.  veratrum,  3  drops  every  two  hours,  calomel  and  pulv. 
doveri. 

This  treatment  was  continued  till  the  17th,  when  the  lung 
symptoms  had  entirely  disappeared,  the  appetite  returned, 
and  the  patient  was  fairly  convalescent. 

Case  3. — Mrs.  M.  H.,  aged  24,  March  17th,  1855,  taken 
with  chill,  followed  by  fever,  of  an  active  grade ;  pulse  120 
per  minute,  cough  frequent;  expectoration,  mucus  tinged 
with  blood ;  tongue  broad  and  flabby ;  gave  tinct.  veratrum 
viride,  5  drops  every  three  hours,  and  a  dose  of  compound  ca* 
thartic  pills. 


Hutchinson,  an  Veratrum  Viride.  89 

18. — Fever  less,  expectorates  freely,  pulse  reduced  to 
100  per  minute,  continue  veratrum. 

19. — Pulse  80  per  minute,  no  pain  in  chest,  no  more 
rust  colored  sputa,  expectorates  freely,  bowels  well  acted  on> 
continue  veratrum. 

20  and  21. — Still  better,  pulse  70,  no  pain  in  chest,  expec- 
toration copious,  continue  veratrum  with  paregoric  as  an 
expectorant. 

22. — Had  chill,  followed  by  fever,  tongue  dry,  tendency 
to  diarrhoea,  give  hydrarg.  cum.  creta,  with  pulv.  dovcri;  con- 
tinue veratrum. 

23  and  24. — Less  fever,  tongue  cleaning,  expectoration 
free  and  easy,  pulse  80  per  minute,  passing  worms,  give  oleum 
terebinth,  as  an  anthelmintic ;  continue  veratnira. 

28. — She  gradually  improved,  there  was  very  little  febrile 

excitement ;  cough  and  expectoration  diminished,  and  she  was 

now  placed  on  tonics  and  wine,  and  made  a  speedy  recovery. 
Case  4. — E.  J.,  aged  23,  taken  March  24th,   1855,  with 

chill  followed  by  fever,  pain  in  inferior  part  of  left  lung,  pulse 

hard  and  frequent,  expectoration  tinged  with  blood ;  venesect. 

16  ounces.     Give  tiuct.  veratrum  viride,  4  drops  every  two 

hours,  till  vomiting   is  produced.     The   dose   was   gradually 

increased  to  7  drops,  free  emesis  took  place,  the  pulse  rapidly 

came  down,  and  the  dose  of  veratrum  was  diminished. 

25. — Much  improved,  no  pain  in  clicst,  pulse  slow,  60  per 
minute,  has  vomited  a  good  deal  of  bile.  Give  mercuiial 
cathartic,  and  continue  veratrum. 

26. — No  pain  in  chest,  pulse  slow  and  soft,  expectoration 
free  but  slightly  tinged  with  blood,  tongue  moist  Give  mer- 
curial cathartic,  continue  veratrum. 

27. — ^Veratrum  made  him  very  sick,  and  it  was  laid  aside 
during  the  night.  This  morning  more  fever,  pulse  harder, 
more  pain  in  chest,  sputa  tinged  with  blood,  ordered  veratrum 
again  and  6  grains  blue  mass. 

29. — ^Pulse  soft  and  slow,  complains  of  tightness  in  chest, 
coughs  little,  expectoration  but  slightly  tinged  with  blood. 
Give  calomel,  5  grains,  continue  veratrum  as  an  expectorant. 
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80  and  31. — Pulse  natural,  coughs  but  little,  appetite  re- 
turning. Give  mercurial  cathartic  and  continue  veratrum  aa 
an  expectorant.  I  will  add,  that  he  required  but  little  other 
treatment,  as  he  speedily  recovered. 

Case  o. — E.  S.,  sister  to  the  foregoing,  patient.  Taken 
April  5th,  1855,  with  chill  followed  by  fever,  tightness  and 
pain  in  chest,  cough  and  bloody  expectoration,  frequent  sharp 
pulse,  bled  1(5  ounces,  gave  tinct.  veratrum  viride,  and  mild 
mercurial  alteratives.  She  had  been  in  delicate  health  for 
more  than  a  year.  Her  case  was  marked  by  much  nervous 
agitation,  and  tendency  to  excess  of  purging.  In  the  coarse 
of  two  days  treatment,  the  bloody  expectoration  subsided^ 
but  the  febrile  action  continued,  the  veratrum  was  contiued 
without  the  usual  effect  of  bringing  down  the  pulse  being 
produced ;  it  produced  vomiting  of  a  green  fluid ;  the  ner- 
vous system  appeared  to  bo  insensible  to  its  effects.  She 
suff'ered  much  internal  distress,  and  although  I  was  led  to 
suspect  that  the  remedy  was  rather  inefliciently  administered 
by  the  nurses,  yet  she  labored  under  disease  of  a  very  severe 
character,  which  probably  would  not  have  yielded  to  any 
remedy.  She  died  on  the  8th  day  of  her  illness,  suffering 
much  from  al)dominal  pain. 

I  might  detail  other  cases  of  a  pneumonic  character,  in  which 
I  have  used  veratrum  viride,  with  the  most  decided  effects. 
Let  these  suffice  for  the  present,  arid  I  would  take  the  liberty 
of  remarking,  that  I  have  found  the  remedy  more  decided 
antl  prompt  in  its  beneficial  effects  in  diseases  of  the  lungs 
and  air  passages,  than  in  fevers.  And  especially  I  would 
insist  on  its  employment  as  a  remedy  in  croup,  more  efficient 
than  ipecachuana,  or  tartarised  antimony,  or  the  alum  emetic, 
so  highl}'  recommended  by  Dr.  Meigs.  The  veratrum  viride 
has  succeeded  in  my  hands,  when  other  remedies  have 
failed ;  this  success  was  well  [exemplified  in  the  case  of 
croup  reported  to  you,  at  our  last  meeting.* 

I  have  used  the  remedy  in  typhoid  fever,  and  altht)ugh  its 

•  Vid  p.  94. 
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influence  was  not  so  prompt  and  decided  as  in  pneumonia, 
yet  we  have  no  remedy  ^that  exerts  as  much  beneficial  influ- 
ence as  this  one,  more  especially  when  the  pulse  is  frequent, 
and  the  febrile  action  high.  In  cases  where  the  pulse  was 
slow,  and  the  febrile  action  moderate,  I  have  not  found  it  of 
much  value.  I  will  give  a  brief  abstract  of  a  few  cases, 
treated  by  the  veratrum,  and  in  which,  but  little  other  medi- 
cine was  used. 

Case  1. — May  1854,  J.  M.,  aged  35,  with  well  marked 
symptoms  of  typhoid  fever,  pulse  120,  sharp  ?nd  small,  ten- 
dency to  diarrhoea,  gurgling  in  right  iliac  region,  dry  parched 
tongue,  slowness  and  difliculty  in  protrusion,  pain  in  head 
and  back.  Given  tinct.  veratrum  viride,  4  drops  every  two 
hours,  and  pill  plumb,  acct.  et  opii,  to  restrain  bowels.  The 
third  dose  of  the  veratrum  viride,  brought  on  vomiting  of  a 
green  glutinous  fluid,  and  brought  down  the  pulse  to  60  per 
minute,  which  never  rose  again  above  90  per  minute,  during 
his  sickness.  The  veratrum  was  continued  in  small  doses, 
for  ten  days,  when  it  was  evident  that  he  was  rapidly  improv- 
ing, and  he  made  a  speedy  recovery. 

Case  2. — April  1854,  called  to  Miss  Y.,  aged  23,  taken 
with  slight  chill,  followed  by  fever,  pulse  small,  sharp,  and 
jerking,  130  per  minute,  dry,  red  tongue,  pain  in  head  and 
back,  delirium  at  night,  gurgling  in  right  iliac  region, 
diarrhoea,  soreness  of  flesh  and  joints,  simulating  rheiimatism. 
She  was  treated  for  three  days,  with  small  doses  of  calomel 
and  dover  powders,  as  an  alterative  and  anodyne.  She  gra- 
dually got  worse.  The  diarrhoea  became  copious  and  exhaust- 
ing, she  had  some  involuntary  stools,  and  tympanitic  abdo- 
men, violent  delirium,  requiring  two  persons  to  keep  her  in 
bed.  At  this  stage  of  the  disease,  she  was  given  tinct.  vera- 
trum viride,  5  drops  every  two  hours,  and  pill  plumb,  acet. 
et  opii,  to  restrain  the  bowels.  At  the  end  of  the  second 
day,  from  the  commencement  of  this  treatment,  she  vomited 
a  green  fluid,  after  which  the  pulse  came  down  to  90  per 
minute,  and  the  bowels  were  less  inclined  to  purge.  The 
Teratrum  was  continued  in  doses  of  4  drops,  every  two  hours. 
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which  kept  the  febrile  action  in  moderation,  and  about  every 
other  day,  she  vomited  a  green  fluid  from  the  stomach.  After 
the  evacuation  of  this  fluid,  the  fever  and  nervous  agitation 
would  abate.  The  tongue  cleaned  under  the  influence  of  the 
veratrum,  the  sordes  left  the  teeth,  and  although  jahe  had  a 
parotid  abscess,  a  sequence  of  the  fever,  yet  she  rapidly 
convalesced,  and  in  a  few  weeks  from  the  beginning  of  the 
disease,  was  able  to  go  about  the  neighborhood.  And  here,  I 
would  remark,  that  in  more  cases  than  one,  I  have  seen  sordes 
disappear  from  the  teeth,  in  less  than  twenty-four  hours  after 
vomiting  with  veratrum  viride. 

Some  weeks  after  she  recovered  from  fever,  she  was  taken 
with  chorea.  The  spasmodic  actions  were  principally  con- 
fined to  the  right  side,  and  were  very  severe,  destroying  to  a 
great  extent  the  power  of  locomotion.  Five  days  treatment 
with  oxide  of  zinc,  inappropriate  doses,  and  infusion  of  cirni- 
cifuga  entirely  rplievcd  the  spasmodic  actions  of  the  muscles, 
after  which  she  gained  flesh  and  strength  very  fast,  and  as 
far  as  I  know,  has  had  good  health  ever  since. 

[Want  of  space  cjmpcls  us  to  omit  the  details  of  other 
cases. — Ed.] 

These  are  a  few  of  the  cases,  I  have  treated  with  veratrum 
viride.  It  may  be  objected,  that  the  cases  are  not  reported 
in  full.  In  making  this  report,  I  have  kept  two  objects  in 
view,  viz :  The  diagnosis  of  the  diseases,  and  the  effects  of 
the  remedy  in  these  diseases.  In  the  cases  of  typhoid  fever 
reported,  all  the  diagnostic  symptoms  were  present,  although 
they  may  not  be  definitely  stated  in  the  report.  In  the  pneu- 
monic cases,  besides  the  general  symptoms  in  every  case,  the 
stethoscope  was  had  recourse  to,  and  the  physical  signs 
brought  to  bear  in  forming  a  diagnosis.  A  few  words  as  to 
the  modus  operandi  of  veratrum  viride  will  close  this  paper. 
Norwood  assigns  eight  properties  to  it,  the  most  prominent  of 
which  are,  its  emetic  anvl  sedative  effects  on  the  arterial 
system.     It  is  said  to  contain  the  principle  veratriay  which  ia 
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analogous  to  the  principle  of  colchicum,  but  differing  from  the 
cumulative  effects  of  colchicum  and  digitalis  in  this  respect, 
that,  it  may  be  continued  from  day  to  day,  without  any  very 
bad  effects  being  produced.  The  effects  of  veratrum  on  the 
circulation,  are  to  a  great  degree  like  colchicum ;  the  effects 
on  the  bo>Yels  are  very  different.  In  no  instance,  have  I  found 
veratrum  to  purge.  Like  colchicum,  and  digitalis,  its  powers 
are  cumulative,  frequently  requiring  several  doses  to  bring 
down  the  pulse,  or  to  produce  emesis.  Its  influence  in  cleansing 
the  liver,  is  greater  than  that  of  any  other  article,  with  which  I 
am  acquainted.  It  is  best  adapted  to  cases,  accompanied  with 
a  frequent  pidse,  and  those  in  which  a  good  deal  of  nervous 
irritation  exists.  The  pulse  produced  by  veratrum,  is,  suigen- 
erisj  and  when  once  recognized,  is  easily  recognized  again. 
For  convenience,  I  have  styled  it,  the  veratncm  pulse.  I 
have  frequently  brought  down  a  pulse  of  180  per  minute,  as 
low  as  60,  and  sometimes  as  low  as  forty.  It  has  become 
fashionable  to  administer  it,  in  conjunction  with  paregoric 
and  spirits  of  nitre.  I  do  not  know  that  the  combination  is 
of  any  value  in  aiding  the  effects  of  the  renyjdy.  The  dose 
is  easier  proportioned  by  giving  it  single.  It  is  highly  spo- 
ken of  in  rheumatism.  There  is  a  case  of  cynanchc  trachealis 
cured  by  it,  reported  in  the  September  No.  of  the  Medical 
Observer.  I  have  no  doubt  of  its  value  in  this  disease,  from 
my  experience  with  it  in  croup,  and  I  am  in  the  habit  of 
adding  it  to  my  expcirtorant  mixtures,  in  bronchial  irritation. 
It  is  rather  remarkable,  that  the  Eclectics  have  not  stolen 
this  article  from  us,  as  they  have  all  their  other  knowFedgo 
of  the  vegetable  mateira  mcdica.  And  here,  I  would  remark, 
that  the  time  has  come  when  we  ought  to  pay  more  attention 
to  our  indigenous  materia  medica.  There  are  many  articles  of 
which  we  might  avail  ourselves.  , 

I  hope,  gentlemen,  you  will  not  delay  in  reporting  your 
experience  with  veratrum  viride.  I  know  that  all  of  you, 
liave  had  experience  in  its  use,  and  it  is  now  high  time, 
that  it  occupied  a  prominent  place  in  our  materia  medica. 
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[We  append  the  case  of  croup  referred  to  in  the  Essay. 
—Ed.] 

March  23,  1855,  8  o'clock,  A.  M.,  was  called  to  A.  Gree- 
son,  aged  three  years  ;  patient  had  been  hoarse  for  the  last 
two  days.  Breathing  whistling,  voice  stridulous,  pulse  very 
frequent,  at  least  150  per  minute,  and  quick.  Tonsils 
covered  with  exudations  of  lymph.  Gave  alum  emetic, 
according  to  the  practice  of  Dr.  Meigs,  left  4  doses 
more,  to  be  given  every  twenty  minutes,  till  emesis  took  place. 
Called  again  in  two  hours ;  he  had  taken  all  the  alum  without 
vomiting;  pulse  still  frequent,  breathing  whistling,  stupor 
approaching.  Gave  tinct.  veratrum  viride,  5  drops,  every 
twenty  minutes.  Returned  to  see  him  again  in  two  hoors, 
had  taken  4  doses  of  veratrum,  slight  vomiting  was  produced, 
pulse  not  so  frequent,  breathing  a  little  easier,  still  inclines  to 
stupor.  Abstracted  4  ounces  of  blood,  from  vein  at  the 
the  ankle.  Continued  the  veratrum  every  half  hour.  Called 
again  in  two  more  hours  ;  pulse  down  to  sixty  per  minute, 
swelling  of  tonsils  subsiding,  breathes  easy,  does  not  incline 
to  stupor,  takes  notice  of  objects  around  him,  has  not  passed 
any  urine  for  nearly  24  hours.  Gave  calomel  and  squills,  of 
each  one  grain,  continue  veratrum,  5  drops  every  hour. 

Called  again  at  12  o'clock,  midnight,  has  vomited  a  little, 
pulse  80,  soft,  breathes  easy.  Gave  calomel  to  move  the 
the  bowels  and  continue  veratrum. 

24th — 8  o'clock,  A.  M.,  nearly  free  of  croup  symptoms  ; 
continue  veratrum  in  smaller  doses.  Give  cathartic  and  dia« 
retic,  as  he  has  passed  but  a  few  drops  of  urine.  He  required 
no  further  treatment,  as  he  rapidly  recovered  and  is  yet 
living. 

The  most  remarkable  circumstance  in  this  case,  was  the 
quantity  of  veratrum  administered,  with  the  happiest  result. 
He  took  in  twenty-four  hours,  one  ounce  of  the  tincture, 
without  producing  vomiting  to  any  extent ;  but  it  speedily 
reduced  the  inflammation  of  the  throat  and  air  [passages.  I 
have  since  used  it  in  other  cases  of  croup,  with  the  best  effects. 
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Observations  on  the  Pathology  and  Treatment  of  Idiopathic 
Fever.  By  C.  H.  P.  Hart,  M.  D.,  of  Ccntreyille,  Wayne 
county,  Ind. 

The  leading  pathological  principle  involved  in  idiopathic  fe- 
ver, is  undoubtedly  the  atony  of  the  blood-vessels, — a  condi- 
tion produced,  if  I  may  so  express  myself,  by  the  atonizing 
effect  of  the  zymotic  poison,  or  matcries  morbi,  introduced  into 
the  circulation,  and  commonly  called  malaria.  The  leading 
phenomena  of  idiopathic  fever,  unquestionably  point  to  this 
conclusion. 

First :  There  is  the  general  determination  or  acceleration 
of  blood  throughout  the  system,  producing  jthe  fever, — ^which 
is  intermittent^  remi'tent,  or  continuedyaffcor^Stig  to  the  amount 
of  atony  or  relaxation  produced,  the  amount  and  virulence  of 
the  exciting  cause,  and  the  ability  of  the  system,  and  particu- 
larly of  the  blood-vessels,  in  their  abnormal  or  atonized  state, 
of  counteracting  this  effect,  and  of  performing,  as  perfectly  as 
possible,  their  proper  functions.* 

It  is  likewise  equally  evident,  that  as  one  or  more  of  these 
last  conditions  obtain,  will  there  be  a  disposition,  in  some 
cases,  to  terminate  favorably,  (which  is  generally  the  case), 
while  in  others  the  typhoid  tendency  will  predominate, — the 
latter  being  the  direct  result  of  asthenia,  consequent  upon 
the  atony  of  the  solids,  particularly  of  the  circulatory  or- 
gans. 

So,  also,  the  fatal  terminations  in  fever,  coma,  asphyxia, 
etc.,  are,  no  doubt,  mainly  owing  to  the  want  or  deficiency  of 
tonicity  in  the  solids,  particularly  in  the  sanguiferous  vessek, 
and  its  more  or  less  aggravated  and  general  character. 

But  what  causes  the  periodicity  of  miasmatic  fevers  ?  Dr. 
Watson,  after  detailing  M.  Roche's  theory,  says,  "  It  seems  to 
be  a  very  serious  objection  to  this  theory  that  the  disease 

does  not  show  itself,  sometimes,  for  weeks  or  months  after  the 

»  . .         ■    » 

*  This  implies,  of  course,  that  the  blood-yessels  are  something  more  than 
mere  condaits.  Kothingi  perbape,  is  now  better  established  than  the  fact 
that  the  arteries  exert  a  direct  power  in  the  propulsion  of  the  circulating 
flvid. 
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patient  has  been  exposed  to  the  miasmata.  It  fails  also  to 
account  for  the  different  ti/pes  of  intermittent  fever.  "  The  dif- 
ferences of  type,"  he  adds,  "are  indeed  opposed  to  the 
theory.'* 

M.  Roche's  theory,  however,  is,  I  conceive,  the  true  one, 
and  needs  but  a  trifling  modification,  or  rather  extension,  in 
order  to  meet  the  difficulties  suggested  by  Dr.  Watson.  In 
the  first  place  the  reason  that  "  the  disease  does  not  show  it- 
self, sometimes  for  weeks,  or  months,  after  the  patient  has 
been  exposed  to  the  miasmata,*'  is,  probably,  because  a  cer- 
tain, that  is  to  say,  a  longer  or  shorter  time  is  required  for 
the  mia-jmatic  poison  to  bring  the  system  fully  under  its  in- 
fluence ;  in  other  words,  a  certain  interval  necessarily  elapses 
before  the  system  can  become  so  far  deranged  by  it  as  to  ex- 
hibit its  peculiar  morbid  effects.  This  may  be  accounted  for 
in  two  or  three  ways.  Either  a  certain  quantity  must  be  in- 
troduced into  tlie  system  to  prove  poisonous,  or  else  a  certain 
length  of  time  must  elapse,  after  its  first  introduction,  before 
the  system  will  succumb ;  or,  it  may  be  that,  in  some  cases 
at  least,  both  these  conditions  hold.  In  any  case,  supposing 
it  to  be  a  comparatively  mild  poison,  which  we  know  it  to  be, 
it  is  but  natural  to  infer  that  a  certain  period  would  be  needed 
to  subject  the  uncontaminated  system  to  its  control.  Now 
this  period,  which  we  may  very  properly  call  the  period  of 
incubation^  would,  cceferis paribiiSyyavy  in  different  individuals, 
according  to  their  several  constitutional  peculiarities,  as  res- 
pects their  susccptability  to  take  on,  or  their  power  success- 
fully to  resist  disease,  and  particularly  this  kind  of  disease. 

Again :  The  differences  of  type  may  be  explained  in  a 
somewhat  similar  manner.  The  system  having  become,  as  it 
were,  fully  charged  with  the  poison,  recovers  itself  for  the 
time  being  by  a  paroxysm.  That  is  to  say,  the  equilibrium  of 
the  nervous  system,  and,  per  consequence,  that  of  the  circu- 
latory, secretory,  and  other  systems,  having  .become  more  or 
less  disturbed  or  destroyed  by  zymotic  agency,  is  restored. 
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temporarily,  by  the  reactive  power  of  the  general  system.* 
Now,  the  condition  of  the  constitution  may  be  such  that  the 
fresh  application  of  the  exciting  cause,  during  a  single  day^ 
would  be  enough,  and  more  than  enough,  perhaps,  (using  the 
same  fignre  as  before),  to  recharge  the  system,  and  thus  ex- 
cite another  paroxysm ;  in  which  case  tlie  fever  would  be 
^maiidian.  But  the  diathesis  of  the  patient,  in  this  respect, 
may  be  such  that  the  exposure  of  the  system  to  the  exciting 
cause,  daring  a  single  day  subsequent  to  any  paroxysm,  might 
not  be  safficient  to  renew  the  paroxysm,  but  might  require 
two  or  more  days'  exposure, — thus  producing  the  tertian^ 
fptartany  and  mixed  types. 

Bat  this  is  not  all.  If  the  explanation  above  given  be  cor- 
rect, we  readily  perceive  why  it  is  that  interraittents  so  fre- 
ipently  change  their  type,  the  paroxysms  following  more  or 
less  frequently  in  any  particular  case,  i.  e.,  in  different  stages 
of  the  case,  according  to  accidental  changes  in  the  intensity 
of  the  exciting  cause ;  or,  which  is  more  probable,  in  some 
J,  according  to  the  patient's  system,  by  treatment  or  othcr- 
?,  is  rendered  more  or  less  obnoxious  to  its  influence. 

From  the  foregoing  premises  and  conclusions,  we  deduce 
important  principles  of  treatment,  namely,  that  in  ad<lition  to 
aatiphlogistic  remedies,  and  those  calculated  to  promote  the 
excretions,  ti^nics  are  especially  indicated  ;  also,  that  tonics 
alone  are  incompetent  to  afford  permanent  relief,  whenever 
ikn  peculiar  morbific  matter,  the  exciting  cause  of  the  dit^case, 
is  not  wholly  eliminated  from  the  system.  Accordingly,  ex- 
perience has  shown  that  tonics  are  ahsoliitely  necessary  in  the 
treatment  of  this  affection  ;  and  if  the  view  above  taken  be 
correct,  we  may  expect,  by  means  of  them,  to  effect  a  ptrma- 
memi  core  after  the  residium  of  miasmatic  or  zymotic  poison 
has  been  removed, — and  not  bt*fore. 

I  woald  not  be  understood  by  this  as  implying  that  the  ad- 

*  TUa  is  InM,  howcrer  indefinite  may  be  our  conception  of  this  power, 
w  ^  vhAtCTcr  name  we  may  call  it,  whether  '*  tonicity,'  ''recuperative 
r/  or  **  ■tfl  wndieatriz  nariinr.'' 

TOL  xynL — 7. 
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ministration  of  the  quinine,  or  other  tonic,  should  be  deferred 
until  the  morbid  matter  has  been  expelled  by  vomiting,  purg- 
ing, etc.,  as  was  the  old  practice,  but  simply  that  the  treat- 
ment  should  embrace  the  latter  as  well  as  the  former  indica- 
tion.    The  tonicity  of  the  vessels  having  greatly  suffered  by 
the  relaxing  or  deteriorating  effect  of  the  morbific  agent,  the 
sooner  the  atony  can  be  remedied  the  better  ;  and  as  this  can 
best  and  most  speedily  be  effected  by  tonics,  I  should  of  course 
resort  to  quinine,  or  its  salts,  at  the  earliest  practicable  pe- 
riod.    At  the  same  time,  I  should  not  expect,  as  said  before, 
to  effect  a  permanent  cure,  until  the  mprbific  matter  had  been 
wholly  eliminated  from  the  system, — for  so  long  as  it  remains 
it  acts  essentially  as  an  atonizing  agent.     Hence  the  advan- 
tage, oftentimes,  of  coupling  the  quinia,  or  its  substitute, 
with  an  active  purge.     And  the  general  experience  of  the  pro- 
fession fully  justifies  this  conclusion.      Dr.  Baillie  says,  "  I 
have  known  a  good  many  cases  in  which  tonics  alone  would 
not  cure  the  ague."  He  further  adds,  that  "  in  all  these  cases, 
as  far  as  he  recollects,  when  calomel  was  given  every  night, 
for  eight  or  ten  nights,  the  ague  could  be  cured  in  the  course 
of  a  few  days.'*     And  the  experience  of  many  others  could  be 
given,  of  the  same  import.     Thus  that  able  physician.  Dr. 
Gait,  of  Virginia,  it  is  well  known,  cured  many  of  his  most 
inveterate  ague  cases  by  the  free  exhibition  of  salts  alone. 
Of  a  similar  character  is  the  testimony  of  the  oelebrated  Dr. 
Golding  Bird,  who,  in  speaking  of  the  depurative  effects  of 
certain  diiireiicSy  says  he  has  "  seen  the  periodicity  of  ague 
broken  through,  the  paroxysms  lessened  and  made  more  dis- 
tant, and  the  sallow,  dirty  aspect  of  malaria  exchanged  for 
the  clearer  and  brighter  complexion  of  returning  health,  un- 
der the  influence  of  these  agents.*'      But  it  is  unnecessary  to 
multiply  authorities  on  this  point,  as  the  experience  and  li- 
terature of  our  profession  abound  in  evidences  of  the  fact  that 
the  disease  may  be  cured  simply  by  eliminating  the  morbid 
matter  through  the  various  natural  emunctories  of  thesystepa. 
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Hence  the  value,  in  this  disease,  of  diuretics,  diaphoretics, 
purgatives,  etc. 

Purgatives  do  good  in  these  cases  in  two  distinct  ways,  and 
are,  therefore,  especially  indicated.  First :  They  clear  the 
alimentary  canal  of  hurtful  accumulations,  which  are  apt  to 
impair  the  beneficial  operation  of  the  tonics  given  to  check 
the  disease.  Secondly :  In  increasing  the  secretions,  they 
tend  to  remove,  and  do  remove,  more  or  less  completely,  the 
excUing  cause^  which  ought,  obviously,  to  be  made  a  promi- 
nent point  in  the  treatment.  To  dwell,  longer,  therefore,  up- 
on so  plain  an  indication,  would  seem  to  be  wholly  unneces- 
sary. Still,  as  some  practitioners  hold  different  views  on  this 
subject  from  those  above  expressed,  we  may  have  occasion  to 
discuss  the  subject  more  at  large  in  a  future  article. 


On  PeriodicitVy  Intermittency^  or  Remittency  of  Diseases. 
By  Abbm.  Livezy,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Lumberville,  Pa. 

NO.   VI.,   RHEUMATISM. 

Prof.  Dunglison  has  very  aptly  declared  (vide  "  Introduc- 
tory to  the  Class,"  1843),  that  there  are  not  onlj  false  facts 
in  abundance,  in  medicine,  but  also  a  false  experience  as  well 
as  a  iruej — arising  mainly  from  the  fact  that  the  bulk  of  the 
profession  "  observe  phenomena  merely  to  make  them  subser- 
vient to  an  adopted  theory."  Now  it  is  upon  the  fallacies  of 
experience,  taking  post  hoc  cures  for  propter  Tioc  results,  that 
not  only  the  errors  of  medical  practitioners,  but  every  idle 
phantasy  and  form  of  quackery  have  been  based. 

It  is  hence  high  time  that  the  attention  of  the  profession 
should  be  directed  to  something  more  substantial  than  mere 
authority,  and  more  scientific  than  the  empiricism  of  expe- 
rience. 

Probably  there  are  but  few  disorders  in  which  a  false  expe- 
rience and  a  fallacious  practice  have  more  generally  prevail- 
ed than  in  rheumatism  and  gout,  which  I  propose  to  treat  in 
order, — Shaving  reference  in  so  doing  to  the  approved  text- 
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books  of  Dnnglison,  Wood^  and  Watson,  to  show  their  rela* 
tion  to  periodicity  and  remittencj. 

In  rheumatism,  in  the  first  place,  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
^  primary  symptoms  are  generally  local ; "  for  what  is  it  that 
gives  rise  to  the  ^'  local  affection/'  and  causes  it  to  ^*  disap- 
pear in  one  seat  after  fixing  upon  another,"  unless  it  be  a  to- 
tality of  derangement,  a  constitutional  disturbance,  though 
not  manifested  prominently  ?  Surely  '^  the  rigors  and  other 
symptoms  of  commencing  fever  (derangement  of  the  totality), 
are  experienced"  along  with,  and  not  ^^ after  the  local  sei- 
zure ;"  and  this  ^^  fever  is  usually  (always  T)  accompanied 
with  an  increase  of  pains."  These  are,  consequently ^  more 
at"  night,  and  relax  somewhat  with  the  fever  in  the  morning, 
— showing  most  conclusively  that  the  amount  of  suffering  ia 
in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  constitutional  (febrile)  distur- 
bance. 

Unlike  other  inflammatory  affections,  say  our  authors,  (but 
not  unlike  other  remittent  febrile  disorders),  the  surface  ia 
often  moist,  sometimes,  indeed,  bathed  in  copious  sweats. 
True,  we  have  it  recorded  that  a  ^^  variety  of  acute  rheuma- 
tisms, denominated  bilious^  has  sometimes  been  noticed,  espe- 
cially in  miasmatic  districts,"  which  is  '^  coincident  with  aa 
attack  of  intermittent  or  remittent  fever,  and  exhibits,  along 
with  its  own  peculiar  phenomena,  the  bilious  symptoms  and 
paroxysmal  character  of  those  affections." — [Wood]. 

But  the  truth  is,  that  every  case  of  rheumatism  is  merely 
a  remittent  fever  with  local  developments,  and  without  any 
relation  to  the  fabled  miasmas,  of  which  learned  authors  and 
professors  write  and  say  so  much,  and  of  which  they  abso- 
lutely know  nothing, — for  if  this  invisible,  in^ingible  miasm 
be  admitted  as  the  cause  of  intermittent  fever,  poisoning  the 
system  with  its  pestilential  breath,  how  is  it  that,  oftentimes 
a  sudden  and  powerful  mental  emotion,  as  terror,  etc.,  can  in- 
stantly free  the  whole  inner  and  outward  man  from  this  fan- 
cied all-pervading  poison  ?    Or  how  can  the  snuff  of  candles 
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or  spider's  web  neutralize  the  potent  miasma  of  swamps  and 
marshes  ? 

Intermittent  fever,  which  is  a  series  of  paroxysms  of  remis- 
sions, is  the  type  of  all  disordered  movements  to  which  the 
human  organism  can  be  subjected  ;  and  conjoined  with  peri- 
odicity, it  becomes  a  "  law  of  all  animated  nature." — [Lay- 
cock].  In  that  localization  of  development  called  rheuma- 
tism, the  patient  will  be  more  or  less  liliouSy  as  he  is  predis- 
posed thereto  by  previous  attacks,  or  by  hereditary  weakness 
of  the  biliary  organs,  and  the  fever  will  be  more  or  less 
strongly  marked  in  its  remissional  character,  from  the  same 
modifying  influences. 

Every  physician  must  admit  that  rheumatism  is  attended 
with  paroxysms  and  remissions,  or  ^^  exhibits  alternations  of 
amendment  or  aggravation,  etc.,"  and  yet,  in  common  with 
all  our  authors.  Prof.  T.  D.  Mitchell  acknowledges  that  the 
pathology  of  the  disease  is  not  fully  comprehended ;  and  al- 
though he  adpaits  that  it  has  been  successfully  treated  with 
quinine,  he  is  at  a  '^  loss  in  reference  to  the  action  of  the  sul- 
phate in  this  disease."  Here,  too,  he  "  fails  to  recognize 
the  true  explanation,"  to  wit :  that  rheumatism  is,  as  he  de- 
clares to  be  the  fact  with  all  fevers,  "  essentially  periodical, 
and  consequently  curable  with  anti-periodic  medicines.  Here- 
in is  its  pathology  simple, — and  hence,  in  its  treatment  we 
are  obliged  to  dissent  from  the  authoritiea  who  confess  their 
ignorance  of  its  nature. 

In  Dunglison's  practice,  we  read  that  the  ^^  inflammation 
of  acute  rheumatism  is  peculiar ;  that  it  '^  differs  from  all  other 
inflammations,  as  is  shown  by  its  shifting  character, — ^leaving, 
in  a  single  hour,  no  trace  of  its  previous  existence ;  that  there 
is  no  tendency  to  suppuration,  even  in  the  most  violent 
cases,"  etc. 

All  our  authors  also  admit  that  the  skin  is  often  bathed  in 
perspiration  ;  that  the  affection  rapidly  leaves  parts ;  that  the 
blood,  though  "  huffy,"  in  this  disorder,  is  often  seen  buffed 
in  diseases  unquestionably  neuropathic,  whenever  the  circula- 


102  LiVBZT,  on  Periodieitjff  Intertnittencjff  etc. 


tion  is  marked  by  great  Telocity, — showing  condusiyely  that 
rheumatism  is  either  a  remittent  or  neuropathic  disorder,  or 
both  ;  and  thus,  while  it  exhibits  the  fallacy  of  blood-letting, 
which  our  authors  recommend,  because  there  is  an  (imagin- 
ary) inflammatory  diathesis,  ^'  a  local  inflammation,"  etc.,  it 
also  gives  us  the  true  key  to  the  action  and  curative  results 
of  magnetic  (intermittent)  remedies  exhibited  during  the  par- 
oxysmal repetitions. 

Let  us  now  look  at  this  matter  :  Prof.  Eberle  says,  in  rela- 
tion to  bleeding  in  rheumatism:  '^  far  from  proving  beneficial, 
it  leads  often  to  disastrous  results ;  for  experience  has  fully 
established  the  fact  that  metastasis  of  the  local  (?)  afiection  to 
an  internal  organ  is  particularly  favored  by  draining  the  sys- 
tem of  its  blood,  and  impairing  its  vital  energies."  Dr.  John- 
son (England),  says,  ^'  blood-letting  favors  metastasis  to  inter- 
nal parts."  Prof.  Wood  thus  writes,  ^^  bleeding  alone  often 
fails  of  curing  the  disease ;"  and  again,  '^even  if  venesection 
be  carried  to  such  excess  that  it  causes  collapse  of  the  blood- 
vessels, the  disease  does  not  necessarily  cease."  ^^  Sudden 
death  has  resulted  from  transfer  of  rheumatic  irritation  to  the 
heart,  after  copious  depletion."  M.  Bouillaud  bleeds  once, 
twice,  or  even  tlirice,  daily,  to  jugulate  the  disease,  and  with 
what  result  ?  '^  One-half,"  says  he,  '^  have  endocarditis  or 
pericarditis, !"  And  yet  Prof.  Wood  is  of  opinion  that  this 
cardiac  complication  is  prevented,  in  a  majority  of  cases,  in 
this  country,  by  "  our  energetic  treatment." 

Dr.  Haygarth,  M.  Briquet,  Trousseau,  and  numerous  writ- 
ers in  ^^  Braithwaite's  Retrospect,"  have  borne  testimony  to 
the  value  of  bark,  or  quinine,  in  the  treatment  of  acute  rheu- 
matism. Trousseau  correctly  maintains  that  it  may  be  com- 
batted  in  the  same  way  as  intermittent  fever ;  but  being  lia- 
ble to  relapse,  the  intermittent  remedies  should  be  continued 
for  some  time  afler  the  subsidence  of  the  active  symptoms. 
A  mass  of  similar  testimony  might  be  given. 

Of  mercury,  which  Prof.  Wood  recommends,  if  the  disease 
continues  beyond  the  sixth  or  eight  day,  to  be  pushed  **  till 
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the  mouth  is  touched."  McTntosh,  a  great  bleeder,  and  not 
at  all  opposed  to  mercurials  in  general  practice,  says,  "  I 
have  seen  the  tongues  of  patients  swollen  and  ulcerated,  and 
profuse  salivation  produced,  without  the  least  signs  of  amend- 
ment." 

The  treatment  of  acute  rheumatism,  as  it  is  developed  by 
the  principles  of  the  "  new  school "  philosophy,  will  be  found 
not  only  prompt  but  effective. 

An  emetic,  conjoined  with  a  cathartic,  if  indicated,  should 
be  exhibited ;  and  as  soon  as  the  pain  is  at  all  alleviated  by 
these  medicines,  with  or  without  the  application  of  a  solution 
of  cyanide  potassium  (3ii  ad  aq.  0.),  by  means  of  saturated 
cloths,  to  the  affected  joints,  quinine  and  morphia,  or  quin. 
and  colch.,  should  be  freely  administered.  Three  to  five  drops 
of  hydrocyanic  acid,  (U.  S.),  may  be  given  every  four  hours, 
if  the  pains  are  very  severe.  Sometimes  the  alcoholic  extract 
of  aconite,  in  doses  of  half  to  one  grain,  is  beneficially  com- 
bined with  the  quinine. 

By  this  treatment  the  adynamic  condition  indicated  by  co- 
pious perspiration,  (particularly  during  sleep),  and  the  ner- 
vous disturbance,  is  averted  (moved) ;  but  it  is  not  until  that 
state  is  developed,  that  the  learned  professor  advises  the  ex- 
hibition of  one  grain  of  quinine  every  hour,  with  the  signifi- 
cant remark,  that  he  "  scarcely  ever  knew  it  to  fail." 

Prof.  J.  K.  Mitchell  recommends  cups  to  the  spine,  and 
says  that  '^  they  alone  are  not  unfrequently  sufficient  to  cure 
the  complaint.''  In  the  same  manner,  it  will  be 'remember- 
ed, Gondret,  of  Paris,  cures  the  ague ;  and  hence  another 
proof,  if  further  proof  were  requisite,  of  the  unity  of  the  type 
of  all  disease, — always  excepting,  of  course,  "  syphiliSy  por- 
rigOj  and  scabies.  "  !  ! — (Dr.  Gibbs.) 

In  conclusion,  let  paroxysm  and  remission  be  kept  in  view, 
and  no  difficulty  in  the  treatment  of  acute  rheumatism  will 
present  itself,  nor  will  there  be  any  occasion  to  resort  to  such 
prostrating  agencies  as  the  lancet,  antimony,  nitre,  etc. 
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Porphyra.    Br  J.  R.  Black,  M.  D,,  of  LinnTiUey  O. 

The  Medical  Journal,  by  presenting  themes  in  a  new  garb, 
tends  to  fix  them  in  a  more  enlarged  form  on  the  mind,  and 
awakens  the  recollection  of  morbid  entities,  which  may  be 
dim  in  the  memory  from  the  rarity  of  their  occurrence.  To 
this  aid,  the  practitioner  in  his  daily  rounds,  is  oftentimes 
indebted  for  important  insight  into  the  nature  and  treatment 
of  cases,  that  fall  under  his  observation.  It  is,  perhaps,  too 
true,  that  but  few  medical  men,  after  leaving  the  college  halls, 
ever  carry  out  a  systematic  review  of  each  branch  of  medi- 
cal science.  The  natural  consequence  is,  that,  while  the 
mind  of  the  physician,  may  be  thoroughly  aroused  to  every 
feature  of  prevalent  diseases,  there  are  yet  others,  of  more 
uncommon  occurrence,  of  which  he  can  form  no  clear  concep* 
tion.  That  this  state  of  knowledge  will  often  jeopardiie  the 
life  of  the  patient,  and  the  reputation  of  the  physician,  is 
quite  evident,  for  assuredly  no  one  is  capable  of  accurate 
diagnosis  out  of  the  usual  routine,  who  has  not  dear  ideas 
of  every  disease  in  our  nosological  arrangement.  Peculiar 
difficulties  in  making  a  skillful  diagnosis,  encircles  the  path 
of  the  young  physician.  The  love  of  books  and  schools,  too 
often,  and  indeed,  to  a  certain  extent,  inevitably  lead  him  to 
form  the  idea  that  each  disease  is  a  unit,  an  error  only  eradi- 
cated and  appreciated  after  years  of  trial,  in  following  out 
the  numberless  phases  that  a  single  disease  may  assume. 
But  the  mind  is  verj  apt  to  leap  from  one  extreme  to  another. 
Finding  that  a  specific  disease,  so  far  from  being  a  unit  in 
its  symptoms,  presents  varieties  and  complications,  often 
perfectly  bewildering  the  other  extreme,  is  apt  to  obtain,  that 
of  carelessly  considering  a  disorder  of  an  ambiguous  charac- 
ter, as  a  new  variety  of  common  disease.  Tt  is  from  this  lax 
system,  that  there  is  scarcely  a  practitioner,  that  has  not  more 
than  three  names,  and  perhaps,  as  many  remedies  for  the  more 
uncommon  class  of  cutaneous  afiections.  It  is  from  this,  and 
I  speak  from  experience,  that  every  affection  of  the  eye  will 
e  treated  by  some,  in  precisely  the  same  manner,  and  that 
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anything  in  the  shape  of  an  effusion  of  serum,  will  be  treated 
fiimply  as  dropsy,  without  once  inquiring  whether  it  be  owing 
to  cardiac,  hepatic,  or  renal  disorder.  More  reprehensible 
empiricism  there  does  not  exist,  for  it  at  once  demonstrates 
the  blind  fallibility  of  the  representatiyes  of  legitimate 
science,  and  forms  the  strongest  citadel  of  the  charlatan. 

With  the  view  of  refreshing  the  memory  on  a  disease  at 
least  very  rare  in  ordinary  years,  in  the  rural  districts,  the 
following  cases  are  subjoined. 

C.  D.,  aged  26,  single,  medium  height,  dark  complexion,  lym- 
phatic temperament,  desired  my  attendance,  Feb.  9th,  1853. 
Had  suffered  during  past  summer  from  the  ague,  taken  much 
quinine,  to  which  he  attributed  most  of  his  present  indispo- 
sition ;  latterly  had  some  diarrhoea,  and  at  same  time  a  dry 
cough.  After  the  diarrhoea  subsided,  which  left  great  debility, 
his  feet  and  legs  began  to  swell,  which  shortly  extended  to 
his  arms.  On  above  date,  found  the  expression  of  counte- 
nance easy,  skin  natural,  no  headache  or  dizziness,  on  attempt- 
ing the  erect  posture ;  sleep  tranquil,  except  at  times  subject 
to  nightmare.  Cough  slight  and  loose,  pulse  normal,  at  times 
feels  some  palpitation,  tongue  slightly  coated,  and  taste  in 
mouth  bitter.  Thirst  considerable,  of  which  the  gratifying 
causes  some  nausea.  Appetite  good,  bowels  costive,  evacua- 
tions dark  and  slight,  soreness  on  pressure  across  epigastric 
region.  Urine  natural  in  quantity  and  quality.  The  inferior 
extremities  were  tensely  swollen,  pitting  freely  on  pressure, 
the  arms  were  also  slightly  infiltrated,  particularly  in  the 
morning,  no  effusion  in  any  other  part  of  body.  No  pain  in 
extremities,  but  a  feeling  of  soreness,  with  stiffness  amount- 
ing almost  to  disability.  Percussion  and  auscultation  revealed 
nothing  abnormal  in  heart  sounds,  and  the  dimensions  of 
liver  appeared  natural,  excepting  the  biliary  torpor,  there  did 
not  appear  to  be  any  very  satisfactory  cause  of  effusion. 
Therefore  directed  small  doses  of  pilulae  hydrargyri,  for  three 
alternate  days,  to  be  followed  by  eleven  grains  of  compound 
powder  of  jalap. 
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Feb.  16. — Soreness  of  epigastric  region  gone,  medicine 
had  operated  freely,  great  debility,  symptoms  otherwise  the 
same.  By  careful  reflection  on  the  case,  which  I  most  con- 
fess, gave  me  some  trouble  to  refer  to  a  satisfactory  origin ; 
it  struck  me  that  the  effusion  might  be  due  to  the  peculiar 
condition  of  blood  found  in  scorbutis.  The  circumstances 
of  the  patient,  the  peculiar  hue  of  the  skin,  the  tint  of  gums 
being  also  considerably  brighter  than  the  tongue,  together 
with  the  excessive  drought  of  the  preceding  summer,  all 
tended  to  confirm  the  idea.  On  inquiry,  found  that  during 
past  winter,  diet  had  been  almost  exclusively  confined  to  bread 
and  highly  salted  meats.  He  was  immediately  put  upon  the 
free  use  of  citric  acid,  and  of  an  almost  exclusively  vegetable 
diet.  In  two  weeks  from  last  date,  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
the  effusion  removed,  the  general  health  and  strength  rapidly 
on  the  gain,  which  continued  until  he  reached  his  accustomed 
vigor. 

""  Case  2. — April  29,  1855.  Saw  Mrs.  M.,  middle  aged 
mother  of  five  children,  small  in  stature,  thin  in  flesh,  leuco- 
phlegmatic.  Had  suffered  during  past  summer  with  the  dysen- 
tery. Bowels  continued  since  that  time  in  a  loose  condition. 
Some  days  previous  to  the  time  above  mentioned,  she  noticed 
an  eruption  on  her  inferior  extremities,  it  was  in  small  irregu- 
lar spots,  dark  color,  and  not  removable  by  pressure.  Her 
general  strength  was  at  a  low  ebb,  complaininggreatly  of  wea- 
riness on  slight  exertion.  The  appetite  was  good,  and  bowels 
constipated,  had  not  suffered  from  hemorrhage,  with  the 
exception  of  slight  oozing  from  the  gums  when  pricked. 
Thinking  the  case  to  be  one  of  incipient  purpura,  I  directed 
infus.  cinchona  and  tinct.  ferri  murias,  after  the  bowels  had 
been  opened  by  castor  oil. 

May.  8. — Found  no  improvement,  the  anemia  and  debility 
as  great  as  ever,  breath  foetid,  gums  of  a  brighter  tint  and 
more  tumid.  Her  teeth  were  much  decayed,  causing  a  con- 
stant aching  in  the  alveola.  Continued  general  treatment,  to 
be  conjoined  with  liberal  diet.  Gums  to  be  sprinkled  with 
pulv.  catechu. 
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12. — ^No  abatement  of  symptoms,  and  in  addition  to  those 
above  enumerated,  the  left  leg  was  found  tensely  infiltrated, 
pitting  freely  on  pressure.  She  had  no  command  over  the 
limb,  but  complained  of  no  pain.  A  neighboring  physician 
had  called  to  see  her  in  passing,  told  her  she  had  the  dropsy 
and  advised  her  to  have  the  decayed  teeth  extracted  as  they 
were  the  cause  of  the  condition  of  the  gums.  I  now  told  her 
that  the  disease  was  scorbutis,  and  would  have  her  well  in  a 
few  weeks.  Directed  citric  acid,  with  the  free  use  of  vegeta- 
ble diet,  which,  however,  it  was  very  difficult  to  procure. 

19. — Sinelling  in  leg  diminishing,  has  more  use  of  it,  con- 
dition of  the  gums  improving,  as  well  as  the  general  strength. 
Suffice  it  to  say,  in  two  weeks  more,  she  made  an  entire 
recovery  of  her  former  health. 

The  summer  of  1854,  will  long  be  remembered  by  the 
extreme  and  prolonged  drought  that  prevailed  over  the  country. 
A  necessary  result  was  a  great  scarcity  of  vegetables,  compell- 
ing those  of  limited  means,  to  subsist  upon  food  composed 
almost  exclusively  of  bread  and  salt  meat.  The  past  sum- 
mer of  1856,  resembles  that  year  in  the  great  deficiency  of 
vegetables,  and  doubtless,  this  disease  will  make  its  appear- 
ance in  districts  during  the  coming  spring,  to  which  it  has 
heretofore  been  a  total  stranger. 


On  the  Reduction  of  old  Dislocations.  (Cases  reported  to 
the  Newcastle  Medical  Society,  Nov.  9th,  1856.)  By  J.  C. 
Beck,  M.  D.,  of  Cadiz,  Ind.,  President  of  the  Newcastle 
Medical  Society. 

Sept.  21st,  1849. — William  Stephens,  a  lad  seven  years  of 
age,  dislocated  his  left  elbow  backwards  on  the  humerus. 
My  excellent  friend,  i>r.  G.  0.  Jobes,  of  Ironton,  saw  the 
case  a  few  hours  afierwards,  but  could  not  reduce  it.  Dec. 
25tb,  1859,  which  was  the  first  time  I  saw  the  case — we 
urged  the  propriety  of  an  attempt  at  its  reduction ;  but 
could  not  get  permission,  unless  we  would  warrant  a  cui-e, 
which  I  thought  doubtful,  and  under  the  circumstances,  felt 
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it  my  duty  to  mention  the  risks  that  sometimes  attend  the 
attempts  to  reduce  old  dislocations,  and  the  occasional  fSail- 
ures  to  produce  any  effect.  But  on  the  whole,  we  urged  the 
propriety  of  an  attempt  in  this  case,  as  the  arm  was  worse 
than  useless,  being  partially  flexed  and  perfectly  stiff;  but 
my  proposition  had  no  effect,  unless  we  could  warrant  suc- 
cess. 

Aug  7th.  1850. — He  was  playing  on  a  pile  of  plank  and  in 
falling,  his  weight  fell  on  his  left  arm,  flexing  it  so  as  to  tear 
up  the  adhesions.  When  I  reached  the  patient,  I  found  his 
elbow  inclining  to  its  old  luxated  posiition  ;  the  fall  had  not 
reduced  it,  but  had  loosened  its  adhesions,  so  that  its  reduc- 
tion by  extension  and  flexion,  which  plan  I  always  adopt  eyem 
in  recent  cases,  was  easy.  His  arm  was  then  put  in  % 
sling,  and  with  slight  antiphlogistic  treatment,  he  rapidly 
recovered.  I  saw  the  lad  to-day,  and  he  has  good  use  of  his 
arm  and  can  flex  it,  or  pronate  and  supinate  the  hand. 

The  above  case  reminded  me  very  forcibly  of  that  related  by 
Sir  Astley  Cooper,  of  a  dislocation  of  the  hip,  which  he  failed 
to  reduce,  and  the  poor  man  limped  around  to  two  or  three 
of  the  other  hospitals ;  but  as  soon  as  the  house  surgeon 
would  learn  that  Sir  Astley  had  tried  and  failed  to  reduce  it, 
they  would  not  admit  him.  He  was  thrown  on  the  public 
charity,  till  he  sufficiently  recovered  to  engage  as  an  ordinary 
seamen.  During  a  storm  he  fell  from  the  rigging  to  the  deck, 
his  whole  weight  on  the  lame  femur — which  miraculously 
reduced  it.  On  his  return  to  London,  he  went  to  Sir  Astley 
and  the  surgeons  of  Guy*s  Hospital,  and  related  the  circum- 
stances as  they  really  occurred.  They  could  scarce  believe 
their  own  eyes,  knowing  the  extreme  danger  and  difficulty 
attending  these  reductions.  Tlie  case  I  have  reported,  required 
but  little  after  treatment. 

The  12th  of  Oct.  1856,— John  Hillis,  aged  16,  backward 
dislocation  of  the  left  elbow,  of  near  six  weeks  standing* 
Assisted  by  John  F.  Heaton,  M.  D.,  of  Quincy ;  we  reduced 
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it  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  Stephens  case.  Dr.  Heaton 
has  not  informed  me  how  the  case  is  doing,  bat  I  presume  it 
is  doing  well. 


Aphorisms  on  the  Hygiene  and  Nursing  of  Infants.  From 
the  last  edition  of  Bouchut's  "IVatt^  Pratique  des  Mala- 
dies des  Nouveauz  Nis  et  des  Enfans  a  la  Mamelle" — 
Translated  by  J.  C.  R.^  Dayton,  0. 

The  child  should  be  subjected  to  hygienic  regulations  from 
its  cradle,  in  order  to  sustain  its  constitution  if  it  is  good,  in 
order  to  ameliorate  it  if  bad. 

We  must  combat,  in  early  infancy,  the  scrofulous,  gouty, 
and  syphilitic  dispositions  inherited  from  the  parents. 

A  man  with  impure  blood  should  never  think  of  perpetuat- 
ing his  race. 

A  woman  who  becomes  enceinte,  should  renounce  those 
habits,  pleasures,  and  fatigues,  which  may  exercise  an  evil  in- 
fluence upon  the  health  of  the  foetus,  if  she  wishes  to  give 
birth  to  a  healthy  child. 

Blood-letting  has  a  good  effect  upon  gestation,  but  it  should 
not  be  used  unless  plethora,  local,  or  general,  is  present. 

Denial  of  the  unreasonable  caprices  of  a  pregnant  woman 
can  not  have  any  influence  upon  the  health  of  the  infant. 

A  woman  can  and  ought  to  nurse  her  child,  if  she  is  in  good 
health,  and  if  her  parents  or  immediate  relations  are  not  scro- 
fulous, consumptive,  or  cancerous. 

There  are  women  of  good  constitution  unable,  nevertheless, 
to  nurse,  for  their  milk  is  small  in  quantity,  badly  elaborated, 
and  dries  up  from  the  slightest  causes. 

A  woman  in  whom  the  mammary  secretion  is  very  active 
previous  to  her  accouchment,  is  almost  always  a  good 
nurse. 

A  mother  who  nurses,  can  commence^siz  or  eight  hours  af- 
ter the  birth  of  the  child. 
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A  woman  who  nurses  should  not  suckle  the  <;hild  oftener 
than  every  two  hours. 

An  infant  that  takes  the  breast  at  regular  intervals,  sucks 
with  more  avidity  than  others,  and  drains  the  breast  of  all  the 
milk  it  contains, — and  it  is  the  part  last  obtained  which  is  the 
best,  as  it  contains  more  cream  than  the  first  parts  of  the 
flow. 

.   Between  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  and  six  or  seven  in  the 
morning,  a  good  nurse  need  only  suckle  the  child  once. 

It  is  dangerous  to  take,  for  a  hired  nurse,  a  primiparous 
woman  ;  she  is  necessarily  inexperienced. 

A  good  nurse  is  from  twenty  to  thirty-five  years  of  age, 
with  brown  hair,  the  gums  bright  red,  the  form  inclined  to 
embonpoint^  the  breasts  well  formed,  firm,  and  marbled  with 
bluish  veins. 

A  nurse  should  not  have  any  mark,  recent  or  ancient,  of 
scrofula  or  syphilis. 

The  milk  yellowish  in  the  first  months  after  birth,  and  blu- 
ish white  afterwards,  is  an  alkaline  emulsion  formed  of  water 
and  solid  principles  dissolved  or  suspended. 

The  butter  is  only  suspended  in  the  liquid ;  the  other  prin* 
ciples  are  dissolved. 

The  milk  should  be  abundant  to  be  profitable. 

The  first  part  of  the  milk  drawn  from  the  breasts  is  serous, 
the  second  part  is  thicker,  and  it  is  the  last  part  of  the  draught 
which  is  the  richest  and  the  most  charged  with  cream. 

The  milk  (examined  by  the  microscope),  should  be  filled 
with  globules,  numerous,  tolerably  large,  and  well  formed, — 
for  small  globules,  resembling  dust,  are  a  sign  of  its  bad  ela* 
boration,  and  of  its  insufficiency. 

Too  few,  or  too  many  globules,  are  equally  injurious. 

The  milk  varies  in  its  composition  according  to  idiosyncra- 
sy, temperament,  constitution,  the  time  elapsed  since  the  ac- 
couchment,  the  time  since  the  last  repast,  the  regimen  of  the 
nurse,  the  action  of  the  genital  organs,  etc.,  etc. ;  but  the  dif- 
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ferences  are  not  so  great  as  to  modify  the  precept :  ^^  If  the 
infant  thrives,  then  the  milk  is  good." 

The  milk  is  altered  in  composition  by  the  febrile  state,  and 
by  acute  and  chronic  diseases. 

Fever  diminishes  the  quantity  of  milk,  reduces  the  number 
of  its  globules,  and  concentrates  its  solids  in  a  smaller  propor- 
tion of  water. 

The  effect  is  the  same,  in  different  degrees,  in  all  acute  af- 
fections and  in  some  chronic  ones. 

Pus  is  sometimes  mixed  with  the  milk,  in  cases  of  abscess 
of  the  breast. 

The  influence  of  diseases  upon  the  composition  of  the  milk, 
is  not  special  and  specific,  for  they  all  have  the  same  effect, 
which  is  the  same  as  that  of  fever. 

The  milk  of  a  healthy  nurse,  which  is  too  rich,  or  too  high- 
ly charged  with  solid  elements,  is  indigestible,  and  causes  di- 
arrhoea. 

Milk  altered,  reduced  and  impoverished,  by  fever  or  by  dis- 
ease, also  causes  diarrhoea. 

Milk  altered  in  its  composition  by  fever,  or  disease,  does 
not  always  exercise  an  injurious  influence  upon  the  health  of 
the  child. 

Whatever  may  be  the  cause  of  alteration  in  the  composi- 
tion of  the  milk,  the  result  is  always  the  same  for  the  infant — 
the  accidents  which  arise  have  always  for  their  seat  the  diges- 
tive canals,  and  diarrhoea  is  always  the  consequence. 

Milk  whicn  does  not  present  any  alteration  appreciable  to 
chemical  analysis,  may  yet  be  altered  in  its  intimate  elabora- 
tion in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  it  an  injurious  aliment. 

Spasms,  or  instantaneous  convulsions,  result  ordinarily  from 
changes  caused  in  the  secretion  of  milk  by  mental  affections, 
too  lively  emotions  and  impressions,  agreeable  or  painful,  ex- 
perienced by  the  nurse. 

Mental  impressions  dry  up,  suddenly,  the  secretion  of  milk, 
or  modify  seriously  the  proportion  of  its  solid  elements. 

The  happiness  which  a  woman  feels  in  fulfilling  her  duties 
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of  nurse,  is  the  cause  of  the  internal  sensation,  at  the  momeBt 
she  is  going  to  nurse  the  child,  known  as  the  draught. 

The  premature  return  of  menstruation  in  a  nurse,  modifies 
slightly  the  chemical  composition  of  the  milk,  and  injures  its 
elaboration ;  but  if  the  infant  does  not  appear  to  suffer,  which 
often  happens,  the  nurse  may  be  retained. 

A  nurse  should  abstain  from  sexual  intercourse,  if  she  ex* 
periences  great  excitement. 

A  nurse  should  likewise  abstain  through  fear  of  pregnanej, 
which  modifies  the  milk  in  quantity  and  <][uality,  so  as  toren* 
der  it  injurious  to  the  child. 

A  change  of  nurses  has  no  injurious  effects,  when  necessa- 
ry to  replace  a  poor  one  by  a  better. 

The  nurse  should  be  changed  as  often  as  may  be  neces- 
sary. 

Suckling,  by  mother  or  nurse,  may  giro  place  to  artificial 
feeding. 

Feeding  by  the  nursing-bottle  is  far  inferior  to  suckling,— 
although  when  well  carried  on  it  sometimes  yields  highly  sa- 
tisfactory resiilts. 

"*  Artificial  food  should  be  administered  during  the  earliest 
periods  of  life,  by  means  of  the  nursing-bottle,  filled  with  te- 
pid milk  diluted  with  barley-water,  or  oat-meal  gruel ;  after- 
wards with  milk  alone. 

An  infant  needs  nothing  more  than  milk,  during  the  first 
months  of  life.  At  the  age  of  six  months  it  may  commence 
to  take  light  soups. 

Greasy  articles  of  food  should  not  be  given  until  after  the 
first  year. 

The  time  of  weaning  should  be  fixed  between  the  twelfth 
and  twentieth  month. 

One  of  the  periods  of  repose  in  the  progress  of  dentition, 
should  be  chosen  for  weaning, — that  which  comes  after  the 
appearance  of  the  first  twelve,  or  of  the  first  sixteen  teeth. 

Weaning  should  be  commenced  by  keeping  the  child  firom 
the  breast  daring  the  night. 
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Aflter  some  weeks'  aeparation  from  the  mother  at  night,  the 
child  should  be  denied  the  breast  in  the  day-time  also,  and  it 
thus  arrives  at  an  independent  existence. 

Infants  and  children  should  be  carried  into  the  sunlight  and 
open  air  in  all  kinds  of  weather. 

Clothes  which  fit  the  body,  without  constriction,  are  pre- 
ferable, in  all  weathers,  to  loose  ones,  which  expose  different 
portions  of  the  skin  to  the  cold. 

Infants  should  be  washed  in  tepid  water,  every  day,  and  as 
they  become  habituated  to  it,  in  water  nearly  cold. 
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Navt  Dbpabtmbnt,  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Subqery. 

July  28, 1856. 

To  Dr.  Robert  Thobcfson — Sir :  In  reply  to  your  commu- 
nication of  the  7th  inst.,  requesting  to  know  ^^  The  per  centum 
of  delinquents  compared  with  the  successful  aspirants  for 
medical  appointment  in  the  naval  service,  within  the  last  ten 
years,'"  I  have  great  pleasure,  in  view  of  the  laudable  object 
in  which  you  are  engaged,  in  furnishing  the  desired  informa- 
tion. 

In  the  accompanying  statistics  taken  from  our  record,  em- 
bracing the  years  1847  to  1855  inclusive,  you  will  find,  per- 
haps, an  ample  and  satisfactory  answer ;  though  it  may  be 
necessary  to  state  that  in  the  year  1854,  our  system  of  exam- 
ination underwent  many  changes. 

It  is  the  custom  of  the  Department  to  grant  permits  to 
appear  before  the  Medical  Board,  to  all  applicants  presenting 
suitable  testimonials  of  character,  and  the  Board  has  accepted 
as  many  as  could  pass  the  ordeal,  without  reference  to  the 
probability  of  appointment  in  the  Naval  Service,  where  the 
VOL,  xvm — 8 
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number  is  restricted  by  law,  and  appointments  are  made  only 
to  fill  vacancies.  In  1864,  this  plan  was  changed,  and  the 
Board  selected  a  limited  number  estimated  to  be  adequate  to 
meet  the  emergencies  of  the  service  during  the  year,  so  as  to 
insure  early  appointment,  and  at  the  same  time  to  save  the 
mortification  of  rejection.  We  have  thus  a  *'  concoiirs  "  for 
a  given  number  of  appointments  which  are  bestowed  upon  the 
most  accomplished  candidates,  without  however,  regarding  as 
rejected,  those  who  fail  to  come  within  the  sphere  of  compe- 
tition. 

Our  examination  takes  place  annually  about  the  time  of  the 
conclusion  of  the  season  of  medical  lectures.  It  is  very 
thorough  in  all  its  details,  without  however,  being  unduly 
rigid.  Whenever  the  subject  admits  of  it,  practical  tests 
supersede  oral  examinations.  Thus,  anatomy  and  surgery 
are  conducted  in  a  dissecting  room,  and  clinical  medicine  in 
the  wards  of  our  Naval  Asylum.  Candidates  are  required  to 
write  theses  upon  subjects  propounded  by  the  Board,  and  to 
answer  a  certain  number  of  questions  in  writing,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Board. 

We  have  adopted  every  feasible  means  of  scrutinizing  the 
capacity  and  fitness  of  gentlemen  seeking  the  Naval  Service, 
and  have  ample  reason  to  congratulate  our  corps  upon  the 
success  which  has  been  obtained.  It  is  very  true,  the  number 
of  applicants  has  fallen  ofi*  very  considerably,  but  still,  we 
recruit  annually  quite  enough  for  the  wants  of  the  service. 

Formerly,  it  was  quite  a  common  occurrence  at  our  examina- 
tions, that  candidates  for  promotion  were  rejected ;  but  as 
under  the  present  system  dismissal  from  the  service  follows 
rejection,  it  has  imparted  such  stimulus,  or  created  suoh  in- 
dustry,  that  no  rejection  for  promotion  has  occurred  in  the 
last  two  years,  though  fifteen  candidates  have  been  examined 
for  promotion. 

Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  WHELAN. 
JRoberi  Thompm>nf  M.  2>.,  ColumbuM,  Ohio. 
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SuBOBON  Gbkeeal's  OffiCjS,  May  16thy  1856. 
Sir:— 

Your  communication  of  the  14tli  ultimo  addressed 

to  the  late  Surgeon  Heiskell  has  been  placed  on  the  Official 
files  of  this  Office,  and  I  hereby  reply  to  your  seyeral  inquiries 
so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  Army. 

The  annexed  table  shews  the  total  number  of  Candidates 
in  a  period  of  18  years  (from  1836  to  1858  inclusive) ;  the 
number  from  the  several  States ;  the  number  of  years  during 
this  period  in  which  applications  were  made,  and  also  the 
greatest  number  in  any  one  year,  and  the  year. 


8TAT1. 


M«iiie 

Nev  Uampthire. 
Vermont 


MMMchotelti' 


Rhode  Iilaad... 
Conoeetleat.... 

NelrToric 

New  Jeraej..... 

nelaware....... . 

Pennaylrsnia... 

Maryland • 

VJrginia 

North  Carolina. 
Soath  Carofina* 

OeoTfto 

Kentucky 

Tennaaaee 

Ohio 

Lootalaiia. 

Indiana 

Miaaiaiippl 

Illinob 

Alabama 

Miaaouri 


Miphigan 

ViOTida 

iMat.  of  Colamfaia.  •• . 
Wtooonain  Territory., 
lova  Territory 
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8 
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0 
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76 
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88 
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15 
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13 
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1 
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3  in  1837. 
8  in  1896. 

1  each  year 
for  6  yeara. 

3  in  1888, 
1830^1647. 
8  in  1837. 

4  in  1847. 
30  in  1847. 

6  in  :847. 

3  in  1849. 
16  in  1849. 
1 1  in  1847. 
13  in  1847. 

0  In  1847. 

6  in  1849. 

8  in  1847. 
15  in  1847. 

5  in  1847. 
13  in  1847. 

6  hi  1847. 
8  in  1847. 
6  in  1847. 

5  in  1847. 

6  in  1847. 
6  in  1847. 
8  In  1847. 

3  in  1838. 
1846^1848. 

4  in  1836. 
1840,  '48,*49. 

1845.. 
1851. 


RBMABKS. 


None  prior  to  1836  or  after  1841. 

»«         u        u  except  1  in  1851. 
From  1837  to  1841  there  wta  one 

each  yeafj  also  one  in  1851. 


Applicants  erery  year. 


AppUcantfl  erety  year  except  1859. 
..  «4       M       i»     1837. 

♦»  M       t(        »t      1844. 


[since  1848. 
No  appUartloBs  prior  to  1846  or 


TteoalySinlStt. 

None  prior  to  1846  oriAw  1848. 

One  in  1840, 18«,  1840. 


Below  is  exhibited  the  number  of  applications  in  each  year. 
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a 
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*•  1843    *•       u 
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u  1817    a       u 


«••<..• 


16 
19 
15 
66 
164 


In  1848  there  were 55 

'*  1840    «»       *•    60 

u  1850    ««       u    38 

♦•  18S1    •»       *«    M 

•«  i8«  •*     ••  r 

••  1853    ••       ««    31 


118  Proceedings  of  SodeHiS. 

where  there  is  deficient  uterine  action,  or  the  foetus  is  in  im- 
minent danger.  Most  practitioners,  however,  when  the 
breech  descends  slowly,  apply  some  tractile  force,  by  the  in- 
troduction of  the  fingers  into  the  groins. 

Confine  the  assistance  to  those  cases  in  which  the  circula- 
tion is  becoming  more  and  more  feeble,  as  indicated  by  an 
examination  of  the  funis,  in  what  respect  do  the  recommen- 
dations in  the  paper  differ  ?  He  could  not  understand  how 
the  stethoscope  could  be  used  to  facilitate  deliyery.  From 
the  construction  and  general  use  of  that  instrument,  he  thought 
it  would  be  difficult  to  ascertain  from  it  when  or  how  to  ac- 
complish delivery.  Perhaps  a  few  explanations  from  the 
essayist  may  make  his  leading  idea^  stand  out  more  promi-. 
nently,  and  mor6  fully  understood. 

Dr.  Richardson  supposed  Dr.  Wright  must  have  misunder- 
stood the  ideas  intended  to  be  conveyed  by  the  Essay,  with 
regard  to  the  time  of  interference.  It  certainly  cannot  be 
considered  an  early  period  when  the  perineum  becomes  dis- 
tended by  the  breech,  and  when  the  circulation  through  the 
funis,  from  the  pressure  of  the  body  of  the  foetus,  becomes 
liable  to  be  arrested.  The  paper  merely  advocates  the  em- 
ployment of  the  stethoscope  previous  to  the  interference,  de- 
termining thereby  the  condition  of  the  child.  If  the  pulsa- 
tion of  the  foetal  heart  has  ceased,  interference  would  then  be 
altogether  useless  ;  but  if  the  circulation  was  suffering  from 
pressure,  it  would  undoubtedly  point  out  the  propriety  of  at 
once  releasing  it  from  its  dangerous  position.  His  object  was 
not  confined  to  the  use  of  the  stethoscope  to  determine  a 
prognosis,  but  for  the  purpose  of  saving  the  child.  B[e  would 
ask  the  Doctor,  if,  on  examination  by  the  stethoscope,  he 
found  the  circulation  of  the  child  suffering  from  the  conti- 
nued pressure,  would  he  hasten  the  delivery,  or  allow  the  child 
to  die  ?  He  had  had  some  40  cases  of  pelvic  labors,  and  hay- 
ing been  unsuccessful  in  his  attempts,  in  some  cases,  to  save 
the  child,  even  in  cases  where  the  delivery  had  been  rapi^ 
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his  attention  was  naturally  directed  to  the  investigation  of 
the  cause  of  death. 

In  comparing  the  length  of  the  posterior  wall  of  the  pelvis 
with  the  body  of  the  child,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  chest  of 
the  child  will  occupy  the  pelvis^  whilst  the  head  is  at  the  in* 
ferior  strait,  and  that  congestion  of  the  thoracic  viscera  is  lia* 
ble  to  take  place  before  the  circulation  in  the  funis  is  liable^ 
from  direct  pressure,  to  be  interfered  with,  and  when  in  con- 
sequence of  compression  on  the  thoracic  parietes,  the  heart's 
action  becomes  reduced  to  20  or  80  pulsations  in  a  minute^: 
he  has  found  it  impossible  to  restore  the  child.  With  regard 
to  the  employment  of  external  manipulation,  it  cannot  but  be 
of  service  in  retaining  the  chin  on  the  chest,  and  thus  afford- 
ing a  better  presentation  for  the  speedy  delivery  of  the  child. 
And  if  the  Doctor  will  consider  for  a  moment,  he  will  at  once 
see  that  no  more  fevorable  position  could  be  obtained  for  the 
application  of  the  stethoscope  to  the  foetal  heart,  than  that 
presented  during  this  stage  of  the  labor. 

Dr.  Wright  had  now  a  more  definite  understanding  of  the 
propositions  set  forth  in  the  paper.  The  stethoscope  is,  from, 
time  to  time  during  labor,  to  ascertain  what  impression 
is  being  made  over  the  foetal  circulation,  and  if  injurious^ 
by  lessening  its  force  and  frequency,  traction  is  to  be  made 
and  delivery  secured  as  speedily  as  possible.  Let  us  consi- 
der for  a  moment  the  value  of  the  stethoscope  in  these  cases. 
Very  often  the  tic-tac  sound  of  the  foetal  heart  cannot  be 
heard,  even  by  the  most  acute  and  practiced  ear.  He  throws, 
his  own  experience  aside,  and  appeals  to  those  whom  all  will 
recognize  as  good  authority.  In  these  cases  the  instrument 
is  of  no  value. 

Suppose  the  heart  to  be  heard,  beating  feebly,  the  breech 
having  just  entered  the  superior  strait.  Will  you  attempt  to 
deliver,  the  breech  remaining  still  the  presentation? — ' 
Should  any  advantage  be  derived,  either  to  the  mother  or 
child,  by  converting  it  into  a  footling  case,  and  delivering  as 
in  taming  ?    If  not^  of  what  advantage  is  the  stethoscope. 
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Again :  The  sotinds  of  the  heart  cannot  be  heard,  and  the 
inference  is  that  foetal  life  is  extinct:  Will  you  not  delirer? 
The  gentleman  has  intimated  that  he  wonld  not.  Here  then 
is  a  well  understood  point  of  practice,  and  a  wide  difference 
between  us.  The  child  being  dead  increases  the  tediousness 
of  a  breech  delivery,  and  consequently  the  suffering  of  the 
mother. 

The  child  not  being  in  danger  of  injury  from  speedy  deli- 
very, and  the  mother's  sufferings  thereby  shortened,  why  not 
resort  to  it  ? 

The  essayist  differs  from  the  authorities,  in  commencing 
traction  at  an  early  period  after  the  breech  has  entered  the  supe- 
rior strait ;  and  he  avoids  the  evils  arising  from  sudden  drawing 
of  the  body  through  the  pelvis,  and  displacement  of  the  head 
by  applying  pressure  against  the  uterus  above  the  symphisis. 
This  is  a  subject  easy  to  talk  about ;  and  where  the  abdomi- 
nal walls  are  thin  and  relaxed,  and  the  uterus  itself  thin,  pres- 
sure may  possibly  be  made  in  such  a  direction,  and  with  such 
force,  as  to  prevent  the  elevation  of  the  chin  from  the  breast 
and  the  head  being  thrown  backwards.  But  Dr.  Wright  re- 
marked that  it  is  easier  to  theorise  than  to  practice  upon 
the  suggestion.  Still  he  would  not  condemn  the  effort,  as  it 
may  not  result  in  any  harm. 

Dr.  Richardson. — ^What  course  would  Dr.  Wright  pursue,  if 
on  applying  the  stethoscope  above  the  symphisis  pubis,  he 
should  find  the  action  of  the  foetal  heart  amounting  to  only 
26  or  SO  beats  in  the  minute  ? 

Dr.  Wright. — That  question  has  been  in  part  answered  by 
the  gentleman  himself.  He  has  given  us  cases  that  termina- 
ted as  speedily  as  if  they  had  been  head  presentations.  Of 
.  course  I  should  permit  such  cases  to  terminate  like  those  of 
which  mention  has  been  made.  There  can  be  no  advantage 
in  making  a  speedy  labor  more  speedy.  There  might  be  an 
advantage  in  lessening  the  speed. 

Here  again  the  stethoscope  is  the  great  desideratum,  accor- 
ding to  the  essayist.    I  fear,  if  this  instrument  is  to  be  oar 
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gaide  in  practice  in  these  cases,  we  shonld  commit  some  egre* 
gioas  errors.  If  it  is  difiictdt  in  many  cases  to  detect  the 
heart's  action  when  it  has  free  play,  how  much  more  difficult 
must  it  be  to  hear  the  sounds  when  beating  feebly,  and  at  a 
greatly  reduced  frequency. 

Diminished  frtquericy  of  pulsation,  without  diminished 
forcCy  is  not  to  be  considered  necessarily  dangerous.  I  have 
observed  a  slow  pulsation  of  the  cord,  both  in  breech  and  in 
head  presentations,  and  the  child  giving  no  signs  of  weak- 
ness. In  rapid  preeipitaU  labors  this  is  not  unfrequently 
the  case. 

Still  the  question  is  not  answered.  Well,  then,  in  these 
cases,  as  in  all  others,  I  should  be  governed  by  circumstan* 
ces.  If  the  case  was  not  complicated,  and  nothing  unfavor- 
able was  detected,  except  a  slow  action  of  the  foetal  heart,  I 
should  not  think  there  was  any  demand  for  interference.  If 
the  vaginal  and  perineal  tissues  were  in  a  yielding  condition, 
and  the  uterus  should  be  acting  feebly,  a  degree  of  traction 
might  secure  a  more  favorable  termination  of  the  case.  If, 
however,  the  canal  was  unyielding,  and  not  duly  prepared  for 
the  descent  of  the  breech,  and  especially  the  head,  would  not 
the  life  of  the  child  be  placed  in  greater  jeopardy  by  drawing 
it  through  the  pelvis,  than  by  expelling  it  by  natural  means  ? 

There  is  something  associated  with  breech  presentations, 
acting  on  the  foetus  and  weakening  its  hold  on  life,  aside  from 
its  mere  descent  through  the  pelvis ;  and  all  experience  shows 
that  an  interruption  of  the  natural  powers  of  the  mother,  un- 
der these  circumstances,  increases  the  danger  to  the  off- 
spring. 

According  to  the  doctrines  of  the  essayist,  efforts  at  deli- 
very should  be  made  earlier  than  the  period  recommended 
by  authors,  in  those  cases  in  which  danger  is  threatened  to 
the  child.  Why  is  traction  not  made  upon  the  child  before 
the  breech  has  expanded  the  outlet,  and  it  has  been  deter- 
mined by  the  pulsation  of  the  cord  that  the  life  of  the  child 
is  in  danger  ?    Because  the  liability  of  the  cord  tQ  compres* 
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eion  is  increased,  which  together  with  the  ihoek  inflicted  iipoa 
the  child,  may  result  in  its  death. 

If  it  is  proper  and  advantageous  to  resort  to  artificial  de- 
livery when  the  child  is  feeble,  why  not  when  it  is  vigorons? 
Practice  this  as  the  safest  means  of  treating  breech  cases,  and 
we  abandon  all  the  rules  laid  down  by  the  most  acceptable 
authorities. 

Dr.  Richardson,  had  in  his  Essay,  taken  into  consideration 
the  management  only  of  particular  labors,  such  as  presented 
no  complications  to  retard  the  delivery  of  the  child,  and 
where  interference  might  save  the  child  without  injury  to  the 
mother.  That  interference  would  be  of  use  in  saving  the  life 
of  the  child,  can  only  be  determined  by  the  use  of  the  stetho* 
scope.  This  at  once  points  out  the  inutility  of  relying  on  the 
ip$e  disnt  of  any  author,  as  to  the  propriety  or  impropriety 
of  hastening  the  labor  to  its  completion. 

Dr.  Wm.  Judkins  considered  all  cases  of  breech  presenta- 
tion, fraught  with  danger  to  the  child,  and  regarded  its 
speedy  delivery,  as  the  only  means  promising  any  hope  of 
success.  As  soon  as  the  breech  is  lodged  in  the  pelvic  cavi^ 
all  the  assistance  towards  hastening  the  delivery  compatible 
with  the  safety  of  the  mother,  should  be  resorted  to.  He 
had  found  no  difficulty  in  resuscitating  the  child  as  long  as 
the  cord  was  found  to  pulsate. 

Dr.  Taliaferro,  had  witnessed  but  few  cases  of  breech  pre- 
sentation, perhaps  three.  One  of  these,  when  the  delivery 
was  delayed  some  eight  or  ten  hours,  was  fatal  to  the  child ; 
in  the  others,  the  children  were  bom  alive.  He  made  no 
interference,  nor  would  he  deem  it  advisable. 

Dr.  Fries  said,  that  it  falls  to  his  lot  to  be  called  to  many 
bad  cases  of  obstetrics,  and  consequently  he  has  had  a  fair 
share  of  breech  presentations,  perhaps  some  30  or  40.  He 
has  not  been  in  the  habit  of  ausculting,  but  has  general^ 
managed  his  cases  in  the  manner  described  by  Dr.  Judkins. 
The  compression  of  the  thoracic  parietes,  when  the  head  is  abore 
the  superior  strait,  did  not  before  occur  to  him ;  but  a  com* 
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parison  of  the  measurement  of  the  body  of  the  child,  with 
the  posterior  wall  of  the  vagina,  would  lead  him  to  suppose 
it  very  probable  that  compression  at  this  point,  was  attended 
with  much  danger  to  the  child. 

With  regard  to  external  manipulation,  he  is  also  inclined 
to  look  upon  it  favorably.  He  has  been  in  the  habit  of  using 
a  bandage,  and  further  assisting  the  abdominal  muscles  by 
manipulations,  which  he  thinks  has  much  to  do  in  aiding  the 
expulsive  efforts  of  the  woman. 

Relation  of  cases. 

Dr.  Taliaferro,  reported  a  very  interesting  case  of  hemorr- 
hage of  fourteen  years  standing,  the  result  of  inverted  uterus 
with  a  polypus  depending  from  the  inverted  surface. 

The  hemorrhage  had  ceased  with  the  removal  of  the^  poly- 
pus by  ligature,  which  is  an  unusual  occurrence,  where 
inverted  uterus  exists.  The  inverted  uterus  is  supported  by 
a  suitable  bandage^ — she  is  troubled  with  some  leucorrhceal 
discharge,  and  occasional  bearing  down  pains. 

Dr.  Wright  remarked  that  the  case  spoken  of  by  Dr.  Tallin 
ferro,  presented  also  another  peculiarity,  namely,  that  the 
woman  was  not  cognizant  of  the  occurrence  of  the  inversion. 
The  question  was,  whether  it  occurred  at  the  last  labor,  or 
has  it  gradually  taken  place,  from  the  weight  of  the  polypus* 
The  uterus  escapes  without  the  vagina,  and  is  capable  of  being 
withdrawn  by  the  aid  of  muscular  contraction. 

Why  is  it  that  polypus  is  always  accompanied  by  hemorr- 
hage? 

In  this  case,  a  slight  separation  "was  found  at  the  neck  of 
the  tumor,  which  appeared  to  be  the  point  of  hemorrhage. 
Does  this  fissure  always  exist  as  the  cause  of  hemorrhage  ? 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  committees  on 
foreign  Medical  News. 

Dr.  G.  C.  Blackman,  for  France,  and  Drs.  Krause  and  Rol- 
ker,  for  Germany. 

Dr.  Fries,  offered  the  following  resolution : 

JteMolved,  That  the  members  of  this  sooiety  be  respectfuUy 
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requested  to  enquire  into  the  extent  of  the  prevalence  of 
consumption  among  the  Jewish  population  of  our  city,  and 
other  places,  and  report  the  result  of  their  enquiries,  at  our 
next  regular  meeting.     Adopted« 

Election  of  Membbrs. 

Dr.  Jas.  L.  Van  Ingen,  was  unanimously  elected  to  mem- 
bership. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  Dr.  Fries',  on  the 
first  Tuesday  in  January. 


[Some  weeks  since,  Dr.  M.  B.  Wright,  was  invited  by  the 
Cincinnati  Medical  Societv,  to  deliver  a  eulogy  on  the  life 
and  character  of  the  late  Professor  John  Locke.  In  compli- 
ance with  this  reauest.  Dr.  Wright  addressed  the  Society  at 
Smith  Imd  Nixon  s  Hall,  on  Friday  the  16th  inst.  It  is  but 
justice  to  state,  that  the  performance  was  highly  creditable 
to  Dr.  Wright,  and  gave  general  satisfaction.  Our  limits 
will  not  aUow  its  publication  in  full;  but  to  gratify  the 
expressed  wishes  of  many  members,  we  give  place  to  an 
extract : — ^Ed.] 

"  In  1835,  Dr.  Locke,  was  elected  Professor  of  Chemistry 
in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio.  He  had  been  liberally 
patronized — he  had  been  successful  as  a  teacher — ^his  associa- 
tions were  adapted  to  his  sensitive  nature,  and  all  around 
were  daughters,  wives,  and  mothers,  sustaining  by  their 
intelligence  and  accomplishments,  his  self-made  reputation. 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  must  have  accepted  his  new 
appointments  with  reluctance.  He  was,  however,  deeply 
engaged  in  the  investigation  of  scientific  subjects,  requiring 
both  labor  and  leisure,  and  a  place  in  the  college  seemed  to 
open  the  way  for  a  more  speedy  and  sure  accomplishment  of 
the  great  ends  in  view. 

"  The  newly  elected  Professor  entered  upon  his  duties,  with 
the  zeal  of  one  having  no  thought  of  failure.  He  found  the 
chemical  department  of  the  College  almost  destitute  of  the 
necessary  means  of  illustration.  Many  obstacles  were  over- 
come, and  deficiencies  supplied  by  his  own  ingenuity  and 
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handicraft.  Still,  his  liberal  views,  and  the  increasing  intel* 
ligence  of  the  profession,  required  something  more.  To  meet 
eyerj  possible  demand,  he  visited  Europe,  and  pq^chased 
apparatus  at  an  expense  of  several  thousand  dollars.  On 
his  return,  he  vras  introduced  to  an  almost  entire  new  set  of 
colleagues,  most  of  them  untried  men.  Drs.  Cobb,  Gross, 
Eberle  and  Smith,  having  resigned  their  professorships.  In 
addition  to  these  discouragements,  the  very  able  Faculty  of 
the  Cincinnati  College,  then  in  existence,  were  contending 
manfully,  not  to  say  fiercely,  for  supremacy.  But  his  will 
and  his  efforts  were  unfaltering,  although  large  pecuniary 
guarantees  were  offered  as  an  inducement,  to  join  a  medical 
school  in  another  state.  The  College  gradually  gained  in 
reputation  and  patronage,  and  much  credit  was  due  his  name 
and  influence,  for  the  large  size  of  the  classes. 

"  There  were  but  few  men,  who  possessed  more  of  the  ele- 
ments of  success  as  a  teacher,  than  Dr.  Locke.  With  ^  per- 
fect knowledge  of  his  subject,  ample  means  for  illustration — 
unfailing  resources  as  an  experimentalist,  he  combined  anima- 
tion and  fluency  of  speech,  which  removed  all  dullness  and 
obscurity  from  the  mind  of  the  student.  Extemporaneous, 
rather  than  written  lectures,  are  best  adapted  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  most  intellects.  And  this  would  apply  with  great 
force  to  the  lectures  of  Professor  Locke.  Li  reading  a  lecture, 
his  enunciation  was  guttural  and  indistinct,  and  in  any  other 
man  would  have  been  called  affectation.  When  his  attention,, 
however,  was  no  longer  directed  to  the  cold,  attenuated  ideas 
spread  out  upon  paper,  and  his  mind  was  permitted  to  have 
free  scope,  his  voice  became  clear  and  expressive,  more  and 
more  as  he  progressed  in  the  elucidation  of  his  theme. 
Indeed,  when  his  ideas  became,  as  it  were,  a  part  of  himself, 
they  were  thrown  off  like  rays  from  an  immense  luminary, 
and  kindled  a  fixed  glow  upon  the  understanding  of  his 
hearers. 

^^Althongh,  Professor  Locke,  expended  such  an  amount  of 
labor  aiid  thought  on  electricity,  galvanism,  and  magnetism. 
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their  nature  and  relations,  their  advantages  to  science,  and 
uses  to  man,  he  was,  in  no  degree  inattentire  to  those  sub- 
jects, appertaining  more  immediately  to  his  chair.  Eveify 
new  suggestion,  every  new  element,  every  new  compound  in 
chemistry,  received  the  test  of  examination  and  experiment. 
If  found  to  be  true,  and  especially  valuable,  these  suggestions 
and  elements,  and  compounds,  became  a  part  of  his  lectures. 
If  proven  false  or  useless,  they  were  without  any  ado,  re* 
jected. 

<^An  idea  has  become  somewhat  prevalent,  that  men,  adrano* 
ing  in  years,  have  adhered  so  long  to  old  ideas,  they  are  not 
qualified  to  advance  with  the  spirit  and  discoveries  of  the 
age.  Lasy  men,  whether  young  or  grey  headed,  are  alike  in 
this  particular.  The  first  has  the  advantage  of  not 
being  overburdened  by  the  present,  and  knowing  nothing  of 
the  past*  The  latter  has  the  advantage  of  being  able  to 
compi^re  what  he  knows  of  the  past,  with  what  he  may  know 
of  the  present.  A  man  with  Dr.  Locke's  capacious  intellect, 
devotion  to  science,  and  untiring  habits  of  investigation, 
could  not  be  otherwise  than  perfectly  acquainted  with  every 
fact  in  chemistry;  and  if  any  one  has  ever  attempted  to 
depreciate  his  qualifications  as  a  teacher,  on  the  ground  of 
deficieliCg^in  knowledge,  we  may  conjecture  the  true  motive, 
with  feelings  of  uncharitableness. 

^^From  a  report  made  by  Dr.  Locke,  of  several  localities 
about  Lake  Superior,  the  following  is  extracted. 

^  There  remains  still  another  consideration,  although  not 
immediately  connected  with  wealth,  is  still  important  as  fur- 
nishing that,  without  which  wealth  cannot  be  enjoyed.  We 
venture  to  urge  the  opening  of  Lake  Superior  to  steam  navi- 
gation, in  order  to  facilitate  the  access  of  thousands  of  inva- 
lids to  a  region  so  picturesque,  so  novel,  and  so  invigorating, 
as  can  scarcely  be  equalled  on  the  globe.  What  is  the  object 
of  all  the  wise  plans  and  devises  of  government,  or  of  indi* 
vidual  enterprise,  but  human  happiness,  and  how  can  it  be 
better  attained  than  by  the  dissipation  of  intelleotosl  suffeN 
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ing,  and  of  bodily  disease.  There  is  a  lassitude,  a  debility, 
and  with  it  a  weariness  of  life,  created  by  the  miasmata  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  by  the  calm,  dry  heat  of  summer  in 
the  south-west,  which  no  ordinary  remedial  means  ^an  arrest, 
and  which  too  often  proceeds  gradually,  yet  steadily  to  a 
disorganization  of  the  solid  tissues  of  the  body,  and  which 
must  necessarily  terminate  fatally.  For  such  a  state  of  suf- 
fering an  early  escape  to  pure  waters,  the  clear  atmosphere, 
the  temperate  summer  climate,  the  rugged,  fur  clad  roc|:fr,the 
piny  glades,  carpeted  with  reindeer  moss,  and  jajij  with 
the  dangling  usnea,  and  above  all,  to  the  holy,  agj^JpttlB' 
ness  of  the  natural  solitude  of  Lake  Superior,  mvm/K$ctj  as 
they  have  heretofore  acted,  as  a  rapid  rcstoral^e.  The 
canal  being  open,  the  citizen  of  New  York  escaping  from 
dust  and  ennui,  and  the  resident  of  New  Orleans  fleeing  from 
the  pestilence  of  the  summer  months,  ma^  bn  6peedily  wafted 
to  a  meeting  at  Porter's  Island,'at  IpIjiM^u,  or  at  La  Point, 
and  there  enjoy  most  of  borean  v(6ii(S0(li  of  which  they  have 
read  in  the  voyages  and  travels  of  "RcifHi,  franklin  and  others, 
and  there  in  the  day,  admire  the  d^lluslve  mirage  of  the  dis- 
tant shores,  and,  in  the  night  the  portentous  streamers  of  the 
aurora. 

*From  the  slight  sketches'I  w4»aj)le  to  obtain  from  Mis- 
sionaries and  Indians,  I  came  ;to  the  Jbnclusion  that  their  tra- 
ditionary and  religious  opinions,  vhijh  are  entirely  blended 
with  their  ideas  of  medicine  and  necromancy,  had  no  settled 
form ;  but  were  the  machinery  by  which  ^eir  artful  ones 
obtained  an  ascendancy  over  the  more  simple  and  credulous, 
and  that  it  admitted  every  latitude  of  variation,  which  suited 
that  purpose. 

*  To  escape  the  dangers  of  a  fearful  storm,  the  voyagers 
landed  and  turned  their  canoe  bottom  upwaiMs  as  a  shelter/ 
The  journal  proceeds :  *  We  found  ourselves  just  above  the 
mouth  of  Garlic  River.  The  shore  at  that  place  is  a  level  pla- 
teau, shaded  by  t«ll  Norwegian  Pines,  and  carpeted  by  whor- 
tleberries, arbestus,  and  other  lowly  plants.    In  the  centre  of 
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of  this  plain,  highly  picturesque  in  itself,  but  rendered 
enchanting  by  overlooking  the  broad,  deep,  clear  Iraters  of 
the  great  lake,  is  a  solitary  grave,  covered  by  a  monumental 
log  cabin,  with  an  ample  cedar  cross  overgrown  with  long 
usnea  moss,  waving  and  sighing  mournfully  in  the  breeie. 
Peeping  into  this  little  house  of  death,  I  saw  the  sand  had 
sunk  down  on  the  decayed  body/ 

^^  There  was  to  Dr.  Locke,  something  so  touching  in  the 
simple,  rude  monument,  which  pure  affection  had  reared,  that 
he  was  inspired  with  sentiments  of  true  poetry,  which  were 
partially  expressed  in  the  following  impromptu^ 

*  Apostrophe.' 

*  Stranger,  another  streoger  calls  to  aea  thy  aacred  dwalUng  pUetg 

Where  fur  years,  thoa*st  slept  alone  in  this  seqaestered  9poi. 

No  nnhallowed  foot  of  sauntering  idler. 

Comes  to  spend  a  vacant  hour 

In  fashionable,  fantastic  cemetery. 

But  a  heart  thrilled  stranger, 

Persecuted  by  Superior's  relenileas  waYes, 

Is  cast  by  fate  upon  the  sand-chafed  shore. 

And  with  holy  bresst  and  tearful  eye^ 

Leins  o'er  thv  rode  built  monument, 

And  by  the  ills  of  life,  as  by  Superior's  ware, 

Would  faiu  lie  down  benide  thee. 

To  shnre  this  envied  place. 

Thy  comrades  laid  thee  gently  In  the  sand. 

Reared  up  this  cabin  monument, 

And  o'er  thy  lowly  head  huve  placed 

This  ample  cedar  cross,  on  which 

The  tangled  moss  has  grown  to  mark 

The  unlettered  time. 

The  spring  fir  tree  greens  around, 

And  spreads  its  balmy  fragrance  ; 

The  lofty  pine  tree  bends  its  boughs. 

And  breathes  Aeoliau  murmurs  ; 

The  river  glides  its  winy  waten; 

The  lake  sends  up  its  billowy  cry. 

And  here,  amidst  God's  holy  temple, 

Which  he  himnelf  has  made. 

The  stranger  kneels  and  breathes  a  prayer. 

That  both  our  souls  may  rest  in  heaven. 

Sleep  on—-l  leave  thee,  now,  but  soon 

Must  sleep  in  earth  more  rudely  trod. 

Like  thine,  my  breast  too,  roust  yield 

To  earthy  pressure,  and  the  sand. 

The  cold  sharp  sand,  must  fill  that  ahest, 

Where  now,  so  long  the  lungs  have  heaved, 

And  heart  has  throbbed  and  ached. 

And  throbbed  and  ached  again.' 
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"  During  the  printer  of  1849-50,  while  the  internal  affairs 
of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  were  conducted  very  quietly, 
harmoniously,  and  successfully,  she  was  dragged  into  the 
arena  of  political  warfare.  The  elements  of  attack  became 
more  and  more  deadly,  and  the  assailants  more  numerous,  in 
proportion  to  the  nearness  of  triumph.  Dr.  Locke  was 
removed  from  his  professorship,  and  notwithstanding  he  was 
subsequently  re-elected,  the  circumstances  attending  his  remo- 
val, preyed  upon  his  spirits,  weakened  his  energies — clouded 
his  hopes — and  he  was  never  himself  again. 

"  He  yielded  to  the  persuasions  of  those  whose  best  judg- 
ment and  good  wishes  he  had  secured,  and  returned  to  the 
college,  but  he  remained  unhappy.  He  has  visited  us  at  a 
late  hour  in  the  evening,  and  remained  until  he  had  unbur- 
dened himself  of  his  deep  grief,  which  was  frequently  not 
until  the  hours  of  another  day  had  been  counted.  He  spoke 
of  the  college  as  of  a  froward  child,  to  whose  interests  he  had 
devoted  all  his  faculties,  and  to  whom  he  had  given  without 
stint,  his  time,  his  means,  and  his  kindest  wishes ;  and  there 
was  a  contagion  in  those  bitter  tears,  as  they  were  seen  cour- 
sing down  his  furrowed  cheeks. 

''  He  resigned  his  professorship,  after  about  two  years  addi- 
tional service,  and  removed  to  Lebanon.  In  October,  1855, 
he  returned  with  his  family  to  the  city.  His  increased  failure 
of  mind  and  body  was  apparent.  He  was  pale  and  thin — his 
step  was  tremulous— exhaustion  followed  moderate  exercise, 
and  he  became  subject  to  severe  and  alarming  paroxysms  of 
asthmatic  breathing,  the  action  of  the  heart  being  greatly 
interrupted,  and  the  whole  subsiding  in  a  degree  of  stupor. 

*'  From  the  time  his  health  became  perceptibly  and  perma- 
nently impaired,  he  would  frequently  fall  asleep  for  a  moment, 
while  engaged  in  conversation,  without  seeming  consciousness 
of  it  on  awaking. 

^'  Being  deeply  interested  in  his  welfare,  his  medical  adviser 
urged  him  to  withdraw  from  care  and  labor,  and  seek  advan- 
tage in  traveling,  and  from  scgouming  for  a  time  on  the  Atlan- 
TOL.  xvn — ^9. 
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tic  coast  On  former  occasions  he  had  derived  benefit  from 
geological  excursions,  and  instead  of  following  the  aboTe 
advice,  decided  upon  going  to  Virginia,  to  complete  an  exami- 
nation and  survey  of  some  coal  lands  he  had  undertaken  some 
time  previously.  The  weather  was  unfavorable— the  streama 
were  high — the  earth  was  wet  and  muddy — ^good  lodginga 
could  not  always  be  procured — ^food  was  mostly  unsuitable^ 
and  hunger  was  oflen  the  only  friend  near.  Under  these  dis- 
couraging circumstances,  it  is  not  surprising,  that  after  an 
absence  of  five  weeks,  making  his  examinations  on  foot.  Dr. 
Locke  should  have  returned  with  ^^indisposition  greatly  in- 
creased. 

^^  At  first,  after  his  return,  his  condition  seemed  to  be  that  of 
exhaustion,  following  excessive  mental  and  physical  effort, 
although  the  volume  and  strength  of  pulse,  might  have  led  to 
other  inquiries.  His  general  appearance  was  that  of  anaemia^ 
associated  with  paucity  of  blood.  For  a  week,  perhaps,  after 
his  return,  he  made  occasional  calculations  from  his  field 
notes,  wrote  a  few  pages,  examined  some  specimens  he  had 
recently  collected  in  natural  history,  and  recorded  for  his 
own  satisfaction  and  for  future  use,  the  prescriptions  of  his 
medical  attendants. 

^'  A  very  distressing  condition  now  became  a  leading  one— 
an  inability  to  keep  awake  longer  than  a  few  minutes  at  a 
time,  whether  engaged  in  conversation  or  taking  food.  Dar- 
ing the  sleeping  periods,  breathing  was  laborious  and  irregu- 
lar, or  wholly  suspended.  He  was  roused  by  a  sense  of  suf- 
focation, as  in  extreme  asthmatic  conditions,  or  dropsy  of  the 
chest.  The  liver  was  greatly  enlarged,  and  prominent  even 
to  the  eye,  and  continued  so  more  or  less,  until  within  a  few 
days  before  his  death.  His  inferior  extremities  became  very 
much  distended  by  dropsy ;  but  returned  to  nearly  their  natu- 
ral size,  towards  the  close  of  life.  The  remembrance  of 
names  became  gradually  obliterated — faces  were  not  recog- 
nized— ^vision  grew  dim — ^paralysis  disabled  the  upper  and 
lower  extremities  of  the  right  side — ^unconsciousness  super 
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vened  and  continued  four  or  five  days,  when,  July  10,  1856' 
and  at  the  age  of  sixty-four,  death  terminated  his  sufferings. 

^'  An  examination  was  subsequently  made.  His  brain  was 
much  above  the  average  in  size,  weight,  and  depth  of  its  con- 
volutions. A  portion  of  the  left  hemisphere  was  softened, 
and  without  decided  evidences  of  active  inflammation.  Water 
was  found  in  both  cavities  of  the  chest;  but,  from  the  fact, 
that  the  respiratory  murmur  was  distinctly  and  loudly  heard 
from  the  b«se  to  the  apex  of  his  immense  lungs,  and  that  not 
•a  spot  of  dullness  was  indicated  by  percussion,  it  was  inferred 
that  the  deposit  took  place  a  short  time  before  death.  The 
frdlness  and  strength  of  pulse,  which  continued  during  the 
almost  entire  progress  of  the  case  was  accounted  for  by  this 
examination.  The  heart  and  its  blood-vessels  were  free  from 
disease;  but  larger,  much  larger  naturally,  than  any  ever 
before  observed  by  those  engaged  in  the  examination.  One 
whose  opportunities  for  observation  have  been  extensive, 
exclaimed,  his  aorta  is  as  large  as  that  of  an  ox ! 

'^  Laying  aside  technical  expressions,  and  technical  defini- 
tions, it  may  be  said,  that  there  had  been  such  a  breaking  up, 
as  it  were,  of  the  great  nervous  centers,  such  a  weakening  of 
the  very  essence  of  vitality,  the  great  machine  could  no  lon- 
ger be  kept  in  motion.  And  thus,  day  after  day,  was  it  our 
melancholy  privilege  to  behold  a  widely  expanded  intellect 
gradually  fading  away  from  earth  to  enter  a  brighter  eternity. 

*^  In  the  death  of  Br.  Locke,  the  world  has  lost  a  philoso- 
pher— science  a  tireless  and  original  thinker — the  medical 
profession  a  cautious  and  wise  observer — and  the  Queen  City 
the  brightest  jewel  in  her  diadem.  May  his  virtues  and  worth 
be  cherished  in  our  hearts  forever !" 
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Reviews  and  Notices. 


The  History,  DiagnoM,  and  Treatment  of  the  Fevers  of  the  United 
States.  By  Elisha  Bartlett,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia 
Meilica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence  in  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  &c.  &o. 
Fourth  Edition,  Revised.  By  A.  Clark,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Patliology  and  Practical  Medicine  in  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Philadelphia :  Blanchaid 
&  Lea.    1856.    pp.  610. 

Dr.  Bartlctt's  treatise  on  the  Fevers  of  the  United  States,  is  (or 
ought  to  be),  familiar  to  every  practitioner.  Its  high  merit,  in  a 
literary  point  of  view,  the  clear  and  concise  descriptions,  and  the 
evident  candor  and  tnith fulness  which  pervade  every  page,  are 
characteristics  which  must  ever  give  this  work  an  exalted  position 
in  American  medical  literature.  It  is  especially,  however,  in  the 
history,  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  typhoid  fever  that  Dr.  Bartlott 
excels.  His  personal  experience  in  this  form  of  fever  was  extensive, 
while  his  copious  reading  and  rigid  adhesion  to  well  ascertained 
facts,  give  to  this  part  of  his  work  a  richness  and  value  belonging 
to  no  other  treatise  on  the  same  subject. 

We  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  disparaging  those  parts  of 
the  work  which  treat  of  typhus,  periodical  and  yellow  fevers  ;  on 
the  contrary,  these  portions,  although  not  enriched  with  personal 
observations,  embrace  clear  and  accurate  descriptions,  drawn  from 
the  most  reliable  sources,  and  therefore  constitute  an  admirable 
digest  of  the  several  subjects  introduced. 

We  know  of  no  work,  indeed,  on  American  fevers,  which  the 
practitioner  can  consult  with  more  advantage,  than  this  ;  and  those 
who  fail  to  study  carefully  and  minutely  its  richly  stored  pages, 
will  do  themselves  and  their  profession  a  most  serious  injustice. 

The  Editor  (Dr.  Clark)  has  judiciously  added  many  short  notes 
which  supply  what  would  (at  this  date)  be  regarded  as  defects, 
especially  in  reference  to  yellow  fever. 

The  glowing  tribute,  contained  in  the  preface  by  the  Editor,  to 
the  memory  of  the  lamented  Bartlett,  is  a  just  appreciation  of  the 
exalted  virtues  and  high  intellectual  attainment  of  tliat  eminent 
physician.  Few,  indeed,  commanded  more  universal  respect ;  and 
this  legacy,  which  he  has  bequeathed  to  our  profession,  should  be 
duly  cherished  by  every  member  who  hopes  to  extend  the  usefulness 
of  a  noble  science.  l.  k.  u 
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Medical  Notes  and  Reflections,  By  8ir  Henrt  Holland,  Bart., 
M.  D.,  F.R.S.,  &c.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians, 
Physician  in  Ordinary  to  the  Queen,  and  Physician  in  Ordinary 
to  His  Royal  Highness  Prince  Albert.  From  the  third  London 
edition.    Philadelphia :  Blanchard  &  Lea.   1857.    pp.  493. 

The  class  of  works  to  which  this  belongs  is  well  calculated  to 
afford  the  practitioner  abundant  and  profitable  reflections.  It 
embraces,  indeed,  so  many  monographs  on  those  subjects  which 
immediately  interest  every  practitioner  of  medicine.  Nor  are  they 
presented  in  the  character  of  mere  empirical  formulaB  ;  on  the 
contrary,  the  author  has  endeavored  to  associate  physiology  and 
pathology  with  practical  Medicine.  It  is  peculiarly  refreshing  to- 
meet  with  a  discussion  of  practical  subjects,  free  from  the  formali- 
ties of  systematic  writers,  while  at  the  same  time  the  subject  is 
displayed  to  the  greatest  advantage  by  seizing  on  those  points 
which  possess  the  most  interest,  both  to  the  practitioner  and 
pathologist. 

Dr.  Holland  brings  to  his  task  a  mature  judgment,  highly 
cultivated  mind,  and  ample  experience ;  and  as  one  conscious  of  his 
strength  and  rectitude  of  purpose,  he  thinks  it  no  egotism  to  express 
the  hope  that  the  profession  may  be  benefited  by  his  "  reflections." 

The  views  of  practitioners  become  greatly  enlarged  and  liberalized 
by  reading  just  such  "  reflections"  as  Dr.  Holland  has  recorded ; 
the  mind  is  relieved  from  the  routine  which  too  commonly  arises 
from  the  study  alone  of  systematic  treatises,  and  hence  the  judg- 
ment is  rendered  more  mature  and  comprehensive,  and  the  un- 
founded prejudices  of  early  education  corrected  or  removed.  We 
would,  therefore,  commend  Dr.  Holland's  work  to  the  favorable 
notice  of  our  readers,  and  especially  those  who  regard  the  practice 
of  medicine  as  something  more  than  a  mechanical  routine  of 
unchanging  formulie.  l.  m.  l. 

Hie  Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Association.  Instituted 
1847.  Vol.  lXM).p.  907.  Philadelphia.  Printed  for  the  As- 
sociation by  T.  K.  &  P.  G.  Collins,  1866. 

The  Transactions  of  our  National  Association  have  at  length 
attained  a  size  almost  incompatible  with  the  octavo  form  of  publi- 
cation, and  we  should  not  be  surprised  if  they  shortly  assume  tba 
fihape  of  the  quarto  volumes  of  the  French  Royal  Academy  <» 
Medicine.    And  if  those  to  which   our  Association  may  herea£tef 
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give  origin,  eqnal  the  present  volnme  in  the  valae  of  their  contents, 
should  the  question  arise  as  to  the  comparative  merits  of  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  two  countries,  we  believe  the  impartial  critic  would 
be  compelled  to  decide  in  favor  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Ameri- 
can Association. 

The  Address  of  the  retiring  President,  Dr.  Geo.  B.  Wood,  has 
already  been  so  widely  circulated,  that  we  may  for  the  present  pass 
it  without  comment.  The  Report  on  Deformities  after  Fractures, 
by  Prof.  Frank  Hastings  Hamilton,  pf  Buffalo,  (part  second,)  con- 
tains materials  sufficient  to  warrant  a  much  more  extended  notice 
than  our  limits  will  admit.  But,  as  he  is  about  to  publish  a  7Wa- 
'tUe  on  Fractures  and  Dislocations,  of  which  the  reports  made  to 
the  Association  will  form  the  basis,  we  shall  have  another  oppor- 
tunity to  discuss  the  subjects  which  he  has  so  ably  treated. 

Scapula. — ^Prof.  H.  reports  but  one  case  of  fracture  of  the  body  of 
the  Scapula.  There  was  no  displacement  of  the  fragments,  but  its  ex- 
istence was  determined  by  an  occasional  distinct  crepitus.  A  broad 
roller  was  applied  about  the  arm  and  chest,  and  the  patient  completely 
recovered  within  three  months.  A  few  weeks  since  a  case  of  this 
kind  came  under  our  care  at  the  Commercial  Hospital.  During  a 
hurricane  a  shed  was  blown  down  ;  some  of  the  timbers  fell  upon 
the  scapula  producing  the  fracture,  and  at  the  same  time  the  patient's 
wife  had  a  fracture  of  the  sixth  cervical  vertebrae,  which  proved 
fatal.  The  husband  of  this  woman  had  no  unpleasant  symptoms. 
A  dressing  similar  to  that  employed  by  Prof.  H.  was  applied. 
Prof.  H.  has  furnished  an  engraving  of  a  transverse  fracture  of  the 
scapula  taken  from  a  specimen  in  his  possession,  which  is  interest- 
ing from  the  fact  that  it  shows  the  existence  of  true  ensheathing 
callus  in  a  flat  bone,  even  where  there  could  have  been  no  motion 
of  the  opposing  fragments,  and  therefore  no  necessity  for  a  "  pro- 
visional splint." 

Prof.  H.  believes  that  a  true  fracture  of  the  acromion  process  is 
much  more  rare  tha&  surgeons  have  supposed — ^the  majority  of  the 
cases  reported  having  been,  in  his  opinion,  merely  a  separation  of 
the  epiphysis,  the  bony  union  having  never  been  completed.  Dr. 
J.  B.  L.  Jackson,  of  Boston,  in  a  communication  to  Prof.  H«,  refers 
to  four  specimens  in  the  museum  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Col- 
l^pe,  which  confirm  this  opinion,  and  yet  the  probability  of  this 
separation  of  the  epiphysis  being  mistaken  for  a  firactnre,  is  hq* 
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noticed  bj  Malgaigne,  in  his  Treatise  on  Fractores,  or  by  Yidal  in 
his  Traits  de  Pathologie  Exteme. 

Mr.  Lizars,  in  his  System  of  Practical  Surgery,  states  that  he  has 
never  seen,  nor  has  he  heard  of  a  well  authenticated  case  of  fracture 
of  the  coracoid  process.  He  believes  that  it  can  be  broken  only 
with  the  glenoid  cavity,  or  neck  of  the  scapula.  Yet  Prof.  H.  has 
three  specimens  of  fracture  of  the  coracoid  process  simply.  He 
asserts  that  in  these  cases  neither  splints  nor  position  can  accom- 
plish anything.  "All  the  surgeon  can  do  is  to  enjoin  rest,  and,  if 
necessary,  to  enforce  it  by  suitable  bandages,  and  to  control  indam- 
mation." 

Biimerus, — ^Under  this  head  we  find  the  following  instructive  case, 
which  we  give  in  detail : 

Supposed  dislocation  of  the  right  humerus  forwards,  with  a 
fracture  of  the  same  hone  at  its  surgical  neck  ;  also  a  dislocation  of 
the  thumb  and  middle  finger  of  the  same  arm,  with  a  dislocation  of 
the  opposite  shoulder.  Union  of  the  fracture  without  deformity, 
(See  Transactions  oftheN.Y.  State  Medical  Society,  1856,  p.  44.) 
— ^Michael  Crichton,  of  Buffalo,  set  30.  A  laborer.  These  injuries, 
with  several  lesser  injuries,  were  received  in  consequence  of  being 
caught  in  the  machinery  of  an  elevator.  All  of  them,  except  the 
dislocation  of  the  right  arm,  were  treated  by  Dr.  Sprague,  before 
admission  to  the  hospital.  The  patient  having  already  suffered 
considerably,  in  the  reduction  of  the  dislocations  and  in  the  dress- 
ing of  wounds,  and  being  much  exhausted,  the  treatment  of  the 
shoulder  and  arm  was  referred  to  me  by  a  note  from  Dr.  Sprague, 
with  a  suggestion  to  defer  this  until  after  the  patient  should  have 
become  rested.  I  saw  Crichton  in  his  ward  on  the  next  day  after 
the  accident,  and  found  a  fracture  of  the  left  humerus  through  its 
sui^cal  neck.  Of  this  no  doubt  existed,  for  the  ends  could  be 
made  to  crepitate,  and  also  to  bend  freely  upon  each  other.  I  dis- 
covered, also,  the  head  of  the  bone  in  the  axilla,  and  supposed  it 
was  dislocated  in  that  direction.  The  swelling  was  considerable, 
and  only  temporary  dressings  were  applied.  On  the  28th,  seven 
days  after  the  accident,  I  consulted  with  Dr.  White,  and  we 
concurred  in  the  above  diagnosis.  On  the  29th  I  consulted  with 
Dr.  Sprague,  and  we  also  being  agreed  in  opinion,  I  proceeded 
with  Jarvis's  adjuster  to  attempt  a  reduction  of  the  dislocation. 
The  patient  was  advised  that  we  should  probably  not  succeed. 
The  extension  was  continued  nearly  30  minutes,  and  no  change  in 
the  position  of  the  bone  was  effected.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
the  fracture  of  the  humenis  was  at  a  point  so  near  the  joint  that 
it  was  impossible  to  seize  upon  the  upper  fragment,  and  we  only 
hoped  to  sncceed  in  the  reduction  through  the  aid  of  such  soft 
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attachments  as  might  continne  to  exist  hetween  the  upper  and  lower 
fragments,  and  by  pushing  on  the  head  of  the  bone  as  it  L17  in  the 
axilla.  Renouncing  at  length  all  expectation  of  ever  reducing  the 
dislocation,  we  adjnsted  the  fracture  of  the  humerus,  and  applied 
the  usual  lateral  splints  and  roller,  placing  a  moderate  pad  in  the 
axilla,  and  then  securing  the  arm  tightly  to  the  body. 

The  patient  was  too  ill  to  leave  his  bed,  and  was  laid  on  his 
back,  with  his  left  forearm  across  his  chest.  The  same  dressings 
were  continued,  with  only  occasional  removals  for  the  purpose 
of  examining  the  fracture,  until  the  Ist  of  January,  1850,  nearly 
six  weeks,  when  the  bandage  and  splints  were  finally  laid  offl 
The  fracture  was  then  united.  I  now  discovered,  also,  that  the 
head  of  the  humerus  was  exactly  in  place,  and  so  it  has  remained 
ever  since. 

The  motions  of  this  shoulder  are  as  extensive  and  free  as  before 
the  injury,  and  much  more  so  than  the  motions  of  the  right  shoulder. 
Tliere  is  no  depression  under  the  acromion,  or  fulness  in  the  axilla. 
In  short  the  shoulder  is  perfect.  Possibly  what  we  supposed  a 
dislocation,  was  a  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  scapula,  allowing  the 
head  of  the  humerus  with  a  portion  of  the  scapula  to  fall  into  the 
axilla ;  and,  if  so,  we  must  assume  that  by  means  of  the  axillary 
pad,  and  the  band  securing  the  arm  to  the  body,  the  reduction  was 
effected  without  our  knowledge  or  intention.  If  this  explanation 
is  not  adopted,  we  must  believe  either  that  the  head  of  the  dislo- 
cated bone  resumed  its  place  in  consequence  of  our  manipulations, 
and  without  our  knowledge,  or  through  the  subsequent  pressure  of 
the  axillary  pad ;  or  that  Drs.  Sprague,  White,  and  myself,  with 
others,  were  altogether  in  error  in  supposing  that  the  head  of  the 
bone  was  ever  in  the  axilla.  Which  of  these  several  suppositions 
is  the  most  probable,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  determine. 

In  his  remarks  upon  fractures  about  the  elbow-joint,  after  alluding 
to  the  different  splints  generally  employed  in  this  country.  Prof.  H. 
adds :  ''It  is  quite  probable,  however,  that  in  a  great  majority  of 
fractures  of  either  the  outer  or  inner  condyle,  the  patients  would 
suffer  much  loss,  and  recover  with  quite  as  useful  and  perfect  arms 
if  no  splints  whatever  were  employed.  Nelaton  and  Malgaigne  dis- 
courage their  use  in  these  fractures,  since  beyond  the  mere  steadying 
of  the  elbow-joints  they  can  serve  no  practical  purpose,  and  may, 
on  the  contrary,  do  considerable  injury.'* 

We  have  recently  treated  a  case  of  fracture  of  the  inner  condyle 
without  splints,  the  forearm  having  been  secured  as  in  **  Fox's 
dressing  for  fractures  of  the  clavicle."  This  was  sufficient  to  pre- 
vent displacement. 

Fmciures  of  the  RadiuB. — ^Barton's  fracture  Prof.  H.  has  not 
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been  able  to  recognize,  nor  has  he  been  able  to  find  a  cabinet  speci- 
men in  any  pathological  collection.  Of  28  cases  of  fracture  near 
the  lower  end  of  the  radios,  all  of  which  were  simple,  "only 
eleven  have  left  no  perceptible  deformity  or  maiming  after  periods 
ranging  from  five  weeks  to  twelve  years."  The  most  frequent  de- 
formity has  been  a  projection  of  the  lower  end  of  the  ulna  inwards, 
and  generally  a  little  forwards.  In  most  of  the  cases  there  was  also 
a  perceptible  falling  of  the  hand  to  the  radial  side,  while  next  to 
this  was  a  backward  inclination  of  the  lower  fragment.  Prof.  H. 
attributes  the  broad,  firm,  uniform  swelling  on  the  palmar  surface, 
which  so  frequently  remains  for  a  long  time,  to  an  effusion  of  serous 
and  fibrinous  matter  along  the  sheaths  of  the  tendons,  as  is  observed 
in  sprains  and  other  severe  injuries.  It  has  been,  in  his  opinion, 
erroneously  attributed  to  displacements  of  the  bones.  After  giving 
an  excellent  summary  of  the  various  methods  of  treatment  in  frac- 
ture of  the  lower  extremity  of  the  radius,  he  adds : 

For  myself,  I  am  in  the  habit  of  preparing  extemporaneously  a 
splint  from  a  wooden  shingle  which  I  first  cut  into  the  requisite 
shape  and  length  ;  the  length  being  obtained  by  measuring  from 
the  front  of  the  elbow-joint,  when  the  arm  is  flexed  to  a  right 
angle,  to  the  metacarpo-phalangeal  articulations.  It  ought,  indeed, 
to  fall  half  an  inch  short  of  the  bond  of  the  elbow  to  render  it  cer- 
tain that  it  shall  make  no  uncomfortable  impression  at  this  point ; 
and  the  direction  to  measure  with  the  arm  flexed,  is  of  sufficient 
importance  to  warrant  a  repetition.  The  breadth  of  the  splint 
should  be  in  all  its  extent  just  equal  to  the  breadth  of  the  forearm 
in  its  widest  part,  so  that  there  shall  be  no  lateral  pressure  upon 
the  bones,  n  the  splint  is  of  unequal  breadth,  the  rollers  cannot 
be  so  neatly  applied,  and  it  is  more  likely  to  become  disarranged. 
Thus  constructed  it  is  to  be  covered  with  a  sac  of  cotton  cloth  made 
to  fit  tightly,  with  the  seam  along  its  back ;  and  afterwards  stuffed 
with  cotton  batting  or  with  curled  hair.  These  materials  may  be 
pushed  in  and  easily  adjusted,  wherever  they  are  most  needed,  from 
the  open  extremities  of  the  sac.  While  preparing,  the  splint  must 
be  occasionally  applied  to  the  arm  until  it  fits  accurately  every  part 
of  the  forearm  and  hand,  only  that  the  stuffing  must  be  rather  more 
firm  a  little  above  the  lower  end  of  the  upper  fragment.  The  open 
ends  of  the  sao  are  then  to  be  neatly  stitched  ovei-  the  ends  of  the 
splint.  This  splint  is  now  to  be  laid  directly  upon  the  skin  with- 
out any  intermediate  compresses  or  rollers.   (See  Figs.  1  and  2.) 

The  advantages  of  this  form  of  splint  are  easily  comprehended. 
They  consist  of  facility  and  cheapness  of  construction,  accuracy  of 
adaptation,  neatness,  permanency  and  fitness  to  the  endis  proposed. 
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ThB  extemporaneons  splint  recommendod  b^^  Dr.  Lwac  Hftys  of 
Philadelphift,  ia  vei^  similar,  but  it  lacks  the  neatneaa  uid  per- 
manency of  that  whicb  I  havo  described. 

In  all  cases  it  is  better  to  employ,  also,  at  least  dnring  the  fint 
fortnight,  a  straight  dorsal  splint,  of  the  same  breadth  as  the  pftlmar 
splint,  and  of  sufficient  length  to  extend  from  the  elbow  to  th* 
middle  of  the  metacairius.  This  shonid  be  covered  and  staffed  is 
the  same  manner  as  the  palmar  splint,  except  that  here  the  thickett 
and  firmest  part  of  the  splint  mast  be  opposite  the  carpns  and  tbe 
lower  end  of  the  lower  fragments.  It  will  answer  the  indicftttona 
also  a  little  more  completely  if,  at  this  point,  the  padding  is  thicker 
on  the  radial  than  on  the  ulnar  side. 

Having  restored  the  fragments  to  place,  in  case  of  Colles'  frae- 
tnro,  by  pressing  forcihty  upon  tbe  back  of  the  lower  fragment,  tha 
force  being  applied  near  the  styloid  apophysis  of  the  radins,  tha 
arm  is  to  be  flexed  upon  the  body  and  placed  in  a  position  of  semi- 
pTonation ;  when  the  splints  are  to  be  applied  and  secured  with  a 
sufficient  nnmber  of  turns  with  the  roller,  taking  especial  cara  not 
to  include  the  thumb,  the  forcible  confinement  of  which  is  always 
painful  and  never  useful. 

I  cannot  too  severely  reprobate  tbe  practice  of  violent  extetuioD 
of  the  wrist  in  tha  efforta  at  redaction,  and  that,  whether  thia  tat- 
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tension  be  applied  in  a  straight  line,  or  with  the  hand  addncted^ 
It  has  been  shown  that  in  a  great  majority  of  cases  no  indication 
in  this  direction  is  to  be  accomplish^,  and  to  pull  violently  upon 
the  wrist  is  not  only  useless  but  hurtful.  It  is  adding  to  the 
fracture,  and  to  the  other  injuries  already  received,  the  graver 
pathological  lesion  of  a  stretching,  a  sprain,  of  all  the  ligaments 
connected  with  the  joint.  I  am  persuaded  that  to  this  violence, 
added  to  the  unequal  and  too  firm  pressure  of  the  splints,  are,  in  a 
great  measure,  to  be  attributed  the  subsequent  inflammation  and 
anchylosis,  in  very  many  cases. 

The  first  application  of  the  bandage  ought  to  be  only  moderately 
tight,  and  as  the  inflammation  and  swelling  develop  in  these  struc- 
tures with  rapidity,  they  should  be  attentively  watched  and  loosened 
as  soon  as  they  become  painful.  It  must  be  constantly  borne  in 
mind  that,  to  prevent  and  control  the  inflammation,  in  this  fracture, 
is  the  most  difficult  and  by  far  the  most  important  object  to  accom- 
plish, while  to  retain  the  fragments  in  place  when  once  reduced,  is 
comparatively  easy  and  unimportant.. 

During  the  first  seven  or  ten  days,  therefore,  these  cases  demand 
the  most  assiduous  attention ;  and  we  had  much  better  dispense  with 
the  splints  entiiely,  than  to  retain  them  at  the  risk  of  increasing  the 
inflammatory  action.  Indeed  I  have  no  doubt  that  very  many  cases 
would  come  to  a  successful  termination  without  splints  if  only  the 
hand  and  arm  were  kept  perfectly  still,  in  a  suitable  position,  until 
bony  union  was  efiected. 

I  must  also  enter  my  protest  against  many  or  all  of  those  carved 
splints  which  are  manufactured,  hawked  about  the  country  and  sold 
by  mechanics,  who  are  not  surgeons  ;  with  a  fossa  for  each  styloid 
process,  a  ridge  to  press  between  the  bones,  and  various  other  curi- 
ous provisions  for  supposed  necessities,  but  which  never  find  in  any 
arm  their  exact  counterparts,  and  only  deceive  the  inexperienced 
Burgeon  into  the  neglect  of  the  proper  means  for  making  a  suitable 
adaptation.  They  are  the  fruitful  sources  of  excoriations,  ulcera- 
tions, inflammations  and  deformities. 

Did  our  limits  permit,  we  should  be  happy  to  insert  Prof.  Hamil- 
ton's valuable  analysis  of  fractures  of  the  ulna,  carpus,  and  meta- 
carpus, but  we  are  compelled  to  bring  our  notice  to  a  close.  We 
rejoice  that  the  profession  is  soon  to  be  placed  in  possession  of  his 
most  important  labors,  and  we  venture  to  predict  that  notwithstand- 
ing the  ponderous  volumes  of  M.  Malgaigne,  in  real  practical  value, 
the  work  of  Professor  Hamilton  will  stand  unrivalled.  There  are 
numerous  other  topics  discussed  in  the  present  volume,  worthy  of 
a  careful  examination,  but  the  consideration  of  these  we  must  defer 
tall  oar  next  number. 
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Miscellanc  ms. 


On  the  Abuse  of  Purgative  Medicines. — ^In  several  former  chap- 
ters  I  have  had  occasion  to  allude  incideDtally  to  this  sabject.  Bat 
such  allnsions  are  insufficient  in  commenting  on  a  part  of  practice 
where  the  nse  of  a  most  important  class  of  remedies  is  often  con- 
verted into  an  abuse,  by  wrong  and  indiscriminate  employment ; 
without  due  regard  to  the  natural  powers  of  the  body  in  health,  or 
to  the  peculiar  course  of  morbid  actions  in  disease,  if  asked 
whether  the  nse  of  purgative  medicines,  beneficial  beyond  all  others 
nnder  certain  conditions,  is  not  carried  too  far  in  modem  English 
practice,  I  must  affirm  my  belief  that  it  is  so ;  and  each  successive 
year  of  experience  strengthens  this  conviction.  It  may  be  noticed 
as  one  of  those  instances  of  fashion  in  medicine,  so  laigely  sane* 
tioued  by  reason  and  experience  as  to  last  beyond  the  ordinary  term 
of  mere  novelties  ;  yet  so  far  carried  into  excess,  that  the  same 
reason  and  experience  require  much  abatement  of  the  abuse.  Two 
or  three  works  of  merited  reputation  on  this  subject — ^the  snccess  of 
antiphlogistic  treatment  in  many  diseases  which  had  formerly  been 
dealt  with  otherwise — and  especially  the  great  benefit  derived  from 
purgatives,  in  certain  cases  where  such  treatment  had  before  been 
deemed  injurious  ;  all  these  circumstances  concurred,  abont  the  same 
time,  to  give  new  reputation  to  this  mode  of  practice.  It  may  be 
added,  that  the  simplicity  of  the  treatment  favored  its  adoption  by 
medical  practitioners ;  while  it  had  further  countenance  from  the 
prejudices  of  the  world,  always  prone  to  accredit  a  method  from 
which  there  are  obvious  and  speedy  results,  however  doubtful  the 
benefit  thence  derived. 

We  cannot  wonder  that  fraudulent  advantage  should  be  taken  by 
empirics  of  a  feeling  thus  general,  and  so  far  sanctioned  by  the 
habits  of  more  regular  practice.  The  mischiefs  which  have  thence 
arisen  are,  in  fact,  notoriously  great.  One  form  of  purgative  drugs 
succeeds  another  in  noxious  fashion ;  a  fictitious  need  is  created ; 
and  the  functions  of  nature  are  injuriously  supplanted  even  under 
reputed  health,  by  the  compounds  of  quackery  and  fraud.  This 
evil  can  only  be  lessened  by  a  more  reasonable  employment  of  these 
medicines  among  the  profession  at  large,  and  hence  a  further  mo- 
tive for  weighing  well  what  is  really  their  use,  and  what  their  abuser 
in  our  present  practice. 

One  of  the  greatest  abuses  undoubtedly,  is  the  system  of  giving 
daily  purgatives,  and  insisting  upon  daily  evacuation;  making  this 
the  habitual  management  in  health,  and  the  invariable  treatment  in 
disease.  Under  both  conditions,  it  is  a  notion  fertile  in  mischief. 
Looking  first  to  that  of  health,  it  is  certain  that  the  natural  consti* 
tution  of  different  persona  varies  greatly  as  to  the  action  of  tho 
bowels,  and  not  less  so  the  constitution  of  the  same  persons  at  dif* 
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ferent  periods  of  life.  To  seek,  therefore,  by  medical  means  for 
anything  like  a  common  rule,  is  in  most  cases  an  absurd  and  injn* 
nous  interference  with  the  natural  functions.  The  instances  are  fre- 
quent of  individuals  in  perfect  health  who  have  action  of  the  bowels 
only  every  second  or  third  day.  I  have  known  cases  much  more 
remarkable  from  the  length  of  interval,  yet  without  the  impairment 
of  a  single  function  of  life,  and  where  mischief  even  was  produced 
by  any  frequent  or  forced  interference  with  this  habitual  state.  The 
practice  of  habitual  purgatives  unhappily  prevails  most  in  the  cases 
where  default  of  natural  action  arises  from  simple  torpor  of  the  in- 
testinal canal.  Yet  these  cases  Tso  common  among  the  higher 
classes  of  society,  from  sedentary  life,  deficient  exercise,  and  other 
habits  of  society,)  ought  especially  to  be  exempt  from  the  initation 
of  strong  or  frequent  medicine.  Dyspeptic  symptoms,  with  in- 
creased torpor,  are  usually  the  immediate  effect,  while  more  serious 
disease  frequently  occurs  as  the  sequel  and  consequence  of  a  long- 
continued  habit. 

•  The  Colon,  perchance,  cannot  readily  or  quickly  propel  its  con- 
tents, though  the  earlier  stages  of  digestion  are  well  and  easily  per- 
formed. To  remedy  this  defect,  it  is  goaded  by  the  constant  use  of 
cathartics,  which  injuriously  excite  and  fret  the  stomach  and  long 
tract  of  the  bowels,  through  which  they  have  to  pass  before  reach- 
ing this  part.  Such  habitual  irritation  of  the  mucous  membrane, 
and  of  the  intestinal  glands,  alters  and  depraves  their  secretions 
throughout  the  whole  course  of  the  alimentary  canal,  becoming 
thereby  a  further  source  of  mischief  and  suffering  to  the  patient. 
These  disordered  secretions  are  too  often  urged  in  proof  of  the  need 
of  further  evacuation,  (an  error  sometimes  arising  from  inexperi- 
ence in  the  practitioner,  sometimes  from  a  much  graver  source, ) 
and  thus  the  practice  proceeds  in  a  vicious  circle  of  habit,  from 
which  the  patient  is  rarely  extricated  without  more  or  less  of  injury 
to  his  future  health. 

It  is  not  enough  considered,  either  by  physicians  or  patients,  that 
a  certain  degree  of  distension  of  the  alimentary  canal  by  solid  con- 
tents is  even  necessary  to  its  healthy  state.  It  is  probable  that  this 
is  more  especially  true  as  respects  Uie  colon  and  rectum.  I  cannot 
doubt,  from  observation,  that  these  bowels,  even  if  not  actually 
assuming  diseased  state  from  constant  irritation  of  the  mucous 
membrane,  are  often  much  injured  in  their  functions  by  the  want  of 
equable  and  sufficient  distension,  which  the  habit  of  purging  im- 
plies. Distension  by  air,  which  is  the  altetnative,  produces  various 
irritation  and  distress,  and  impedes  in  every  way  the  proper  peris- 
taltic motions  of  the  intestine. 

In  effect  of  the  causes  of  disorder  cited  above,  the  nutrition  of 
the  body  generally  suffers ;  the  processes  of  digestion  are  imper- 
fectly performed  ;  the  ingesta  are  hurried  forward  without  the  due 
amount  of  change  and  separation  taking  place ;  and  theie  is  usually 
decay  of  flesh  and  strength. 
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The  cfifect  of  Rndden  and  yiolent  diarrhoea  in  depieBsing  the  vital 
powers,  is  well  known.  Syncope  is  a  frequent  consequence  ;  death, 
when  there  is  ali-eady  great  exhaustion,  an  occasional  one.  I  have 
seen  instances  where  a  strong  purgative,  given  directly  after  a  severs 
and  protracted  operation,  or  after  a  shock  to  the  nervous  system 
from  accident,  has  produced  very  urgent  danger  by  aggravating  the 
tendency  to  collapse.  These  are  extreme  instances,  but  they  form 
the  index  to  others  of  more  common  ociiurrence.  In  cases  were 
there  is  the  habit  of  slighter,  but  constant,  irritation  by  purgative 
medicines,  the  tendency  of  result  is  the  same,  though  the  immediate 
effects  are  less  rapid  and  obvious.  The'  extent  .of  highly  sensitive 
surface,  forming  the  canal  bf  the  bowels,  gives  great  scope  to  this 
influence ;  and  few  consequences  can  be  stated  mbi?  certain  than  the 
gradual  undermining  of  the  vital  powers  by  the  abuse  in  ques- 
tion. 

Disordered  action  of  the  heart,  whether  depending  on  disease,  or 
on  mere  irritability  «of  the  organ,  is  often  much  aggravated  by  the 
habitual  use  of  purgatives.  Very  frequently  I  have  known  it  pro- 
duced by  this  cause  in  nervous  or  dyspeptic  constitutions,  where  the 
relinquishment  of  the  habit  has  been  found  the  only  effectual  cure. 
Such  effects  are  readily  explained,  not  only  from  the  flatulence  and 
acrid  secretions  thereby  produced  in  the  stomach  and  bowels ;  bat 
also  from  the  unequal  balance  and  sudden  changes  in  the  venona 
circulation  of  these  viscera,  which  always  attend  purging,  and  which 
aQect  directly  the  reg^dar  transmission  of  blood  to  the  right  side  of 
the  heart ;  and,  further,  it  may  be,  by  an  impression  upon  the  ner^ 
vous  centres,  producing  that  sudden  collapse,  which  I  have  already 
noticed  as  common  under  any  inordinate  action  of  the  bowels.  A. 
discreet  judgment  is  the  more  needful  here  because  there  are  other 
cases  where  disturbance  of  the  heart  is  the  effect  of  congestion  about 
the  liver  and  other  chylopoietic  viscera  ;  requiring  largo  evacuatioo 
for  its  relief.  Firmness  of  practice,  also,  is  essential  in  these  in- 
stances ;  the  persons  who  thus  suffer  being  such  as  are  least  capable 
of  interpreting  their  own  cases,  or  persisting  in  any  principle  of 
treatment. 

Every  physician  must  be  familiar  with  the  frequent  confession  of 
patients,  even  of  those  most  wedded  to  the  habit,  that  they  feel  bet- 
ter on  those  days  when  there  is  no  action  of  the  bowels.  Of  such 
avowal  we  are  bound  to  take  advantage,  unless  there  are  circum- 
stances especially  to  prevent  us.  It  is  difficult,  in  truth,  to  find  a 
footing  for  relief  in  cas^s  of  this  kind.  The  notion  of  instant 
remedy  clings  pertinaciously  to  such  patients,  and  the  mind  becomes 
morbidly  engaged  to  the  habit.  I  have  sometimes  been  successfnl 
in  checking  it,  by  expressly  enjoining  an  action  only  on  alternate 
days,  as  needful  to  health,  thereby  giving  a  new  course  to  the  sen- 
sations, and  to  the  imaginations  which  attend  them.  In  r^rding 
the  extent  to  which  this  abuse  exists,  I  am  well  persuaded  mi  the 
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jadicioas  pbysician  may  do  almost  as  much  good  by  withdrawing 
medicines  of  this  natnre,  as  by  their  employment  in  cases  of  real 
need.     And  this,  if  it  be  a  just  opinion,  is  saying  a  great  deal. 

For  while  thus  speaking  as  to  the  excessive  use  of  purgatives  in 
ordinary  health — or  in  dyspeptic  cases,  where  their  abuse  is  the 
greatest — I  would  in  nowise  seek  to  depreciate  their  value,  as  the 
most  powerful  means  we  possess  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  nor 
deny  that  modem  practice  has  carried  them  into  successful  use, 
(both  by  themselves  and  in  aid  of  the  action  of  other  remedies,) 
where  opposite  priaciples  of  treatment  had  long  unavailingly  been 
employed. 

In  truth,  there  are  cases  where  the  bold  and  steady  persistence  in 
this  method  produces  effects  attainable  in  no  other  way.  Such  is 
especially  the  fact  where  the  head  is  the  part  efiected — or  the  liver 
and  other  oi^ns  connected  with  the  system  of  the  vena  porta— or 
in  certain  cases  of  dropsical  effusion,  depending  on  disease  of  these 
organs,  and  where  the  kidneys  refuse  their  office — or,  again,  where 
the  body  is  disordered  by  certain  morbid  matters  collected  and  cir- 
culating in  the  blood,  the  removal  of  which  can  thus  only  be  speedily 
and  sufficiently  obtained.  The  latter  case,  of  which  I  have  spoken 
more  at  large  elsewhere,  is  one  of  much  importance  in  patho- 
logy. I  may  describe  it  briefly  here  as  that  attested  in  practice  by 
the  very  large  and  long-continued  discharge  of  dark  grumous  mat- 
ters, usually  termed  bile,  and  understood  to  come  from  accumula- 
tion in  the  liver,  but  which  I  doubt  not  to  be  secreted  in  great  part 
from  the  membrane  or  glands  of  the  intestines,  and  to  be  a  gradual 
separation  from  the  blood  of  matters  noxious  to  the  system  ;  such 
as  produce,  by  retention,  various  forms  of  active  disease.  Here, 
if  natural  evacuations  do  not  occur,  the  free  and  adequate  use  of 
purgatives  gives  proof  not  less  of  the  judgment  than  of  the  bold- 
ness of  the  practitioner. 

In  the  forgoing  cases,  (and  others  might  be  added  to  them,)  this 
vigor  is  sanctioned  to  an  extent  even  beyond  that  to  which  it  i^ 
carried  in  ordinary  practice.  For  it  is  not  paradoxical  to  affirm 
that  the  practitioner  who  deals  too  familiarly  with  these  medicines 
in  all  cases,  is  less  likely  to  use  them  boldly  and  sufficiently 
where  the  need  is  greatest.  The  accustomed  habit  of  practice  is 
carried  on  to  the  particular  emergency,  and  due  disaimination  is 
wanting  in  both. 

And  again,  with  respect  to  the  amount  of  dose,  in  those  cases 
where  there  is  express  demand  for  purgatives  for  the  relief  of  dis- 
ease, it  is  a  frequent  error,  and  often  arising  from  the  very  cause 
jnst  cited,  to  reduce  this  too  much,  and  to  substitute  small  repeated 
quantities  for  those  capable  of  more  instant  and  powerful  effect. 
With  the  exception  of  cases  of  very  feeble  vital  power,  where  sud- 
den changes  of  any  kind  involve  risk,  there  is  commonly  less  dis- 
tarbanoe  to  the  constitutioii  firom  this  decided  practice,  with  fitting 
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pauses  between,  than  from  the  seemingly  mflder  plan  of  small 
doses  and  daily  repetition.  And  farther  it  is  to  be  notioed,  that 
the  lairge  dose  often  produces  action  different  in  kind  as  well  aa  de« 
gree  from  that  of  smaller  amount,  and  is  in  this  respect  more  bene* 
ficial  in  those  instances  where  free  evacuation  is  wanted  from  the 
system  at  large. 

Yet,  even  in  many  forms  of  actual  and  dangerous  disease,  it  moat 
be  admitted  that  there  is  excess  in  our  employment  of  these  medi- 
cines, and  some  justification  of  the  reproach  which  English  prac- 
tice has  incurred  on  this  score.  In  cases  of  obstruction  of  the 
bowels,  where  the  name  seems  to  lend  complete  sanction  to  the 
treatment,  we  may  affirm  that  it  is  often  carried  on  too  grossly  and 
indiscriminately.  If  vomiting  does  not  actually  prevent  it,  ^and 
frequently  indeed  at  the  risk  of  bringing  this  on,)  purgative  is  nar- 
ried  after  purgative,  with  increase  of  dose,  or  adoption  of  mont 
drastic  medicines,  at  each  successve  step— often  with  little  thought 
as  to  the  causes  of  obstruction — with  much  danger  of  producing 
inflammation  in  the  obstructed  part  or  elsewhere,  and  with  no  doe 
allowance  for  the  tendency  which  all  parts  have  to  resume  a  healthjr 
action,  if  left  in  quiet. 

I  do  not  mean  that  purgatives  should  not  be  given  in  cases  of 
obstructed  bowels.  But  I  am  anxious  to  convey  a  caution,  required* 
as  I  think,  by  the  too  uniform  direction  of  practice  in  these  instan- 
ces, viz  :  that  if  there  be  distinct  local  pain  threatening  inflamma- 
tion in  any  part  of  the  canal — or  much  active  irritation,  with  nausea 
and  vomiting — and  if  the  first  cathartic  medicines  freely  given,  fail 
of  success,  it  behooves  the  physician  well  to  consider  whether  he 
shall  urge  this  treatment  farther.  There  are,  doubtless,  cases  where 
it  is  expedient  to  do  so,  but  many  others  where  the  irritation  of 
drastic  purgatives  hurries  on  the  patient  to  danger  of  fatal  result ; 
and  this  not  unfrequently,  where  thorough  quiet,  abstinence  equally 
from  food  and  medicine,  leeches  and  fomentations  over  tender  parts 
of  the  abdomen  ;  or,  still  better,  in  many  cases,  leeches  to  the  hem- 
orrhoidal vessels,  would  have  removed  obstructions  and  the  danger 
consequent  upon  it. 

In  these  important  cases  of  apprehended  obstruction  of  the  bowels, 
it  is  obvious,  on  the  grounds  just  stated,  that  the  first  use  of 
cathartic  means  should  be  the  most  vigorous,  instead  of  the  reverse. 
If  the  effect  be  obtained  it  signifies  little  that  the  dose  has  somewhat 
exceeded  the  necessity.  If  otherwise,  the  chances  of  mischief  by 
repeated  and  augmented  irritation  are  spared,  and  we  obtain  the  in- 
dications most  to  be  desired  for  further  treatment. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  fitness  of  using  purgatives  in  the 
early  stage  of  most  fevers,  though  I  believe  it  might  be  well  in 
almost  every  case  to  let  emetics  have  the  precedence.  But  even  in 
fevers  there  ought  not  to  be  daily  purging,  as  is  often  practised ;  nor 
ooghtthe  use  of  such  medicines  to  be  continued  needlessly  or  harshly 
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during  the  early  periods  of  convales^noe,  when  nature  is  seeking 
to  right  itself  in  all  its  functions,  and  can  ill  bear  snch  interference. 
The  same  remarks  apply  still  more  explicitly  to  many  diseases  of 
local  inflammation,  where  this  treatment  persevered  in  becomes  a 
oertain  source  of  mischief  to  the  patient.  In  inflammation  of  the 
chest  for  example,  as  well  as  in  other  disorders  of  this  part,  cathar- 
tic medicines  are  often  employed  to  a  very  injarions  extent.  They 
have  no  specific  effect  in  snch  cases,  and  thongh  the  removal  of  vitia- 
ted secretions  from  the  stomach  and  bowels  is  needfiil  in  aid  of  other 
treatment,  and  as  preventing  the  access  of  fresh  disorder,  yet  their 
retention  for  a  while  is  generally  much  less  hurtful  than  the  irrita* 
tion  created  in  thus  incessantly  forcing  them  away. 

It  may  further  be  affirmed  T  without  recurring  to  any  ancient 
theories  of  fever,)  that  there  is  trequent  injury  arising  from  inter- 
ference with  the  ordinary  course  of  a  disease,  when  this  is  so  far 
definite  as  to  mark  a  series,  of  changes  connectedly  taking  plaoe  in 
the  system.  In  the  exanthematous  fevers  more  particularly,  the  use 
of  strong  and  repeated  purgatives  prior  to  or  during  the  eruptive 
part  of  the  disease,  is  often  a  well-marked  cause  of  evil — ^retarding 
or  repelling  the  eruption,  and  transferring  morbid  actions  to  parts 
out  of  the  ordinary  course  of  the  disorder.  The  experience  of 
every  observant  physician  will  remind  him  of  cases  illustrating  this 
fact.  The  vigor  of  practice,  which  is  mischievous  and  out  of  place 
here,  more  fitly  belongs  to  the  time  when  an  eruption  is  receding, 
and  when  morbid  matters,  the  cause  or  product  of  the  disease,  are 
seeking  egress  from  the  system. 

These  considerations  include  some  of  the  most  important  ques- 
tions in  pathology  and  practice ;  nor  have  they,  as  I  think,  oeen 
duly  recognized  in  treatment  of  the  diseases  at  the  present  time. 
The  knowledge  where  to  abstain  is  at  least  as  valuable  as  that  where 
to  act.  To  preserve  the  character  of  medicine  as  a  science,  each 
path  must  be  kept  open,  and  the  practice  be  decided  by  a  regard 
both  to  what  is  the  natural  or  necessary  course  of  symptoms,  and 
to  those  new  actions  which  it  is  in  the  power  of  medicine  to  produce 
and  maintain. 

Without  embarrassing  the  question  by  the  endless  nomenclature 
of  fevers,  I  would  remark  that  the  disorder,  often  epidemic,  to  which 
the  term  of  gastric  fever  is  fairly  applied,  (where  there  is  manifestly 
great  disturbance,  congestion  and  depraved  secretion' of  the  chylo- 
poietic  organs  without  any  symptoms  of  true  inflammatory  kind, 
but  with  tendency  rather  to  a  typhoid  character,)  is,  on  my  expe- 
rience, the  form  of  fever  most  benefitted  by  the  full  use  of  purga^ 
tives,  not  merely  in  clearing  away  disordered  secretions  already  in 
the  bowels,  but  further,  perhaps,  by  aiding  their  more  speedy  and 
effsctnal  separ&tion  from  the  blood. 

It  will,  I  think,  be  found  that  most  physicians  who  have  begun 
their  practice  with  a  large  employment  of  active  purgatives,  abridgt 
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this  more  or  less  as  their  experience  is  matured  by  time.  No  phj- 
sician,  indeed,  as  I  have  before  said,  can  rightly  relinqaish  the  bene- 
fits of  this  treatment,  boldly  and  vigorooMly  employed,  in  certain 
cases  of  disease,  but  the  limitation  of  such  vigor  to  actual  diseaM 
is  that  which  a  wise  experience  will  teach  as  the  general  rule  of 
practice.  It  is  a  rule,  however,  like  all  others  in  medicine,  with 
many  needful  exceptions.  One  of  the  most  frequent  and  reasona- 
ble of  these,  regards  the  use  of  laxatives  with  direct  reference  to  the 
preifentionof  illness,  as  in  those  cases  where,  fit>m  constitution  or 
habits  of  life,  there  is  a  strong  tendency  to  accumulations,  morbid 
or  otherwise,  in  the  vascular  system,  or  to  various  forms  of  deposit 
in  the  body.  Here  full  purging,  at  certain  intervals  (and  these  may 
often  most  usefully  be  made  periodical,)  is  the  best  safeguard  we 
have  against  contingent  evil.  The  gouty  temperament  when 
strongly  marked,  will  occur  as  an  instance  in  point.  The  acute 
attacks  of  this  disorder  if  not  obviated,  may  at  least  be  mitigated 
and  rendered  less  frequent  by  such  periodical  evacuations,  giving 
egress  to  some  part  of  the  material  of  the  disease.  But  here,  too» 
the  same  principle  must  be  kept  in  mind,  and  forbearance  be  blended 
with  our  vigor,  otherwise  the  prevention  of  one  mischief  becomes 
the  source  of  many. 

Nor  can  the  need  be  doubted  of  aiding  the  natural  action  of  the 
1)owels  in  many  cases  where  there  is  habitual  costiveness,  either  from 
particular  temperament  or  the  casual  condition  of  life.  But  I  have 
already  pointed  out  the  great  abuse  by  excess  in  this  part  of  prac- 
tice, and  the  importance  of  giving  more  scope  than  is  usually  done 
to  the  natural  powers  of  the  organs  in  retrieving  any  such  casual- 
ties. I  advert  to  the  subject  again,  as  well  to  enforce  this,  as  also 
to  suggest  the  value  in  these  cases  of  the  direct  combination  of  tonics 
with  aperients,  a  form  of  prescription  which  might  well  be  brought 
into  more  general  use.  In  the  greater  number  of  instances  of  this 
kind,  weakness  in  the  proper  propelling  action  of  the  bowels  is  the 
cause  of  costiveness,  and  in  seeking  to  remove  the  effect  by  means 
which  act  through  irritation  only,  we  do  but  add  to  the  mischief 
from  the  invariable  effect  of  irritation  in  lessening  power. 

Heie,  then,  the  tonic  conjoined  with  the  aperient,  generally  en- 
forces its  action  without  weakening  the  oi^ans.  These,  in  fact,  are 
the  cases  in  which,  if  there  be  no  irritation  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane, bark  will  itself  often  act  as  a  laxative.  I  have  known  many 
instances  where  calomel,  eolocynth,  and  gamboge,  in  laige  doses, 
have  had  little  other  effect  than  that  of  injurious  irritation ;  but 
where  a  few  drachms  of  infusion  of  senna,  with  decoction  of  b«rk, 
have  been  amply  sufficient  in  habitually  producing  the  desired  ac- 
tion. The  benefit  obtained  in  certain  disorders  from  the  combina- 
tion of  laxatives  with  the  preparations  of  iron,  though  de- 
pending probably  on  other  conditions,  is  well  known  to  every  phy- 
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8acb  methods  of  practice  are  of  more  especial  value  in  those 
langnid  and  strnmons  habits  in  which  good  digestion  is  so  essential 
to  the  maintenance  of  health,  but  where  the  digestive  organs  them- 
selves partake  in  the  general  debility  of  the  system.  If  these  or- 
gans be  further  weakened  by  an  irritation  habitually  repeated,  with- 
out any  countervailing  aid  to  their  functions,  not  only  is  nutrition 
impeded  in  such  cases,  but  the  foundation  often  laid  for  more  active 
and  lasting  disease. — Medical  Notes  and  BeJUctions,  by  Sir  Henry 
Holland. 


At  one  of  the  late  meetings  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London^ 
Dr.  Radclifie  read  a  paper  ''  On  the  Necessity  of  a  Stimulant  and 
Tonic  plan  of  treatment  in  Epilepsy."  His  experience  corroborates 
the  views  expressed  by  Professor  L.  M.  Lawson,  in  our  last  No. 
We  copy  the  following  notice  of  Dr.  Radclifife's  paper  and  the  report 
of  one  of  the  cases  treated,  from  the  London  Lancet  for  Jan.  {Am. 
Ed.): 

**  In  this  paper,  the  author  related  several  cases  in  which  a  stimu- 
lant and  tonic  plan  of  treatment  had  been  employed  with  apparent 
benefiL  Before  doing  this,  however,  he  directed  attention  to  a  point 
of  some  significance  both  theoretically  and  practically,  and  this  was» 
the  marked  improvement  in  the  feelings  of  the  patient,  which  was 
noticed  as  having  taken  place  in  more  than  one  instance  (ifter  din- 
ner. More  than  once  the  patient  had  made  this  remark  spontane- 
ously, and  he  always  made  it  when  questioned  upon  the  subject. 
This  point  is  not  always  noted  in  the  cases,  but  the  author  did  not 
remember  a  single  exception  to  the  statement.  Now,  this  point,  it 
i^  argued,  would  seem  to  be  a  point  of  some  significance,  both  the- 
oretically and  practically,  for  (if  the  feelings  of  the  patient  can  be 
taken  as  any  guide)  this  improvement  after  dinner  must  show  that 
abstinence  is  not  the  rule  of  the  treatment  in  epilepsy.  Certainly, 
prudence  is  required  in  arranging  the  meals  of  an  epileptic,  and  es- 
pecial care  must  be  taken  to  prevent  any  over-loading  of  the  stom- 
ach, but  not  less  certainly  is  an  empty  stomach  to  be  dreaded.  Cce- 
ieris  puribuM,  there  is  no  sound  practical  reason  for  supposing  that 
an  epileptic  ought  to  eat  and  drink  less  than  another  man,  and  these 
is  some  reason  to  the  contrary.  At  any  rate,  there  is  no  reason  for 
supposing  that  he  ought  to  drink  less.  The  author  was  very  m- 
ciedulous  as  to  any  case  of  epilepsy  to  which  these  remarks  did  not 
apply.  These  remarks  did  not  apply  to  all  cases  of  an  epileptoid 
character,  but  they  applied,  he  believed,  to  all  cases  of  real  idiopathic 
epilepsy.  Indeed,  he  found  that  the  supposed  exceptions  to  this  rule 
would  never  bear  examination.  Dr.  Radcliffe  also  referred  to  the 
Buumer  in  whidi  improvement  is  generally  manifested  in  epilepsy 


148  MisceUaneam. 

It  did  not  seem  to  be  the  rale,  he  said,  for  improvement  to  be  mMii* 
fested  in  the  gradual  mitigation  of  the  convulsion.  On  the  contrajyp 
the  rule  would  rather  seem  to  be  for  the  general  health  to  improve 
gradually,  and  for  the  sopor  following  the  fit  to  become  less  and  lee* 
profound,  and  less  and  less  prolonged,  until  the  patient  wake  up  im- 
mediately after  the  fit,  or  even  retain  his  conscioosness  thronghoat 
the  fit,  the  fit  in  this  way  becoming  more  and  more  transformed  inta 
the  milder  type  of  hysteria.  Unquestionably,  the  convulsion  may 
cease  gradually,  but  the  oniinary  rule  is  rather  that  it  ceases  more 
or  less  suddenly  at  some  point  in  the  process  of  recovery  ;  and  this 
ought  to  be  borne  in  mind,  or  much  disappointment  may  ensue  to 
both  patient  and  practitioner. 

Cask  1. — ^Mr.  U ,  aged  forty.  Daring  the  last  fifteen  or  six- 
teen years,  this  patient  has  been  engaged  as  clerk  and  collector,  and 
for  a  considerable  portion  of  this  time  he  has  walked,  upon  an  ave- 
rage, ^bout  twenty  miles  a  day.  This  was  the  case  until  within  a 
few  months  ago,  when,  his  strength  having  failed,  be  became  con- 
tinuously engaged  in  in-door  work.  The  first  epileptic  seizure  was 
five  years  ago,  the  immediate  occasion  being  the  fright  and  grief 
consequent  upon  seeing  one  of  his  children  killed  under  the  whed  o£ 
a  carriage  ;  and  since  this  time  the  seizures  have  recurred  at  contin- 
ually shortening  intervals,  until  these  intervals  are  rarely  shorter 
than  a  week.  The  fits  are  generally  violent.  Tliey  occur  generally 
in  the  night,  and  the  exhaustion  following  them  is  often  sufficient 
to  prevent  him  from  going  to  his  work  on  the  following  day.     Mr. 

C is  very  abstemious  in  his  habits,  and  for  some  time  has  been 

a  rigid  teetotaller.     He  is  always  better  aTter  dinner. 

Dec.  9th,  1852. — His  whole  appearance  is  that  of  a  man  greatly 
exhausted,  and  much  older  than  he  really  is.  The  countenance  is 
pale,  and  the  expression  inanimate  ;  the  pupil  somewhat  laige  and 
sluggish  ;  the  pulse  slow  (65),  and  very  weak.  For  some  time  after 
the  attack,  he  passes  a  quantity  of  pale  urine,  and  he  is  very  excita- 
ble He  was  recommended  to  live  more  generously,  taking  malt 
liquor  to  his  dinner  and  supper,  and  to  have  a  draught  containing 
half  a  drachm  of  naptha  three  times  a  day.  He  was  also  recom- 
mende<l  to  walk  no  more  than  he  could  possibly  help. 

Jan.  27th,  1853. — Much  better.  There  have  been  two  fits  daring 
the  last  month.     No  alteration  in  the  treatment. 

March  3rd.  Much  better.  He  says  that  he  occasionally  walks 
over  in  an  evening  to  a  brother  who  lives  in  the  neighborhood,  and 
has  a  glass  of  whisky-and-water  with  him,  and  that  he  has  a  much 
better  night,  and  is  none  the  worse  the  next  day,  when  be  does  this. 
He  has  had  two  fits  since  the  27th  of  January.  No  alteration  in  the 
treatment. 

July  12th,  1855. — ^Mr.  C looks  many  years  younger  than  be 

did  when  he  called  two  years  ago,  and  he  has  altogether  lost  the  pale 
and  exhausted  expression  of  his  countenance.     It*  appeare  that  he 
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hft8  been  carrying  out  tbe  prescribed  treatment,  more  or  less  assidn- 
onsly,  ever  since  he  saw  me  last,  and  that  the  interval  separating  the 
fits  became  longer  and  longer^  until  the  last  interval  was  full  seven 
months.  At  present,  however,  he  is  not  so  well,  and  this  alteration 
he  ascribes  to  his  having  been  obliged  to  resume  his  old  walking 
habits.  He  had  walked  not  less  than  twenty  miles  the  day  preceding 
his  last  attack.  He  was  recommended  to  live  more  generously  while 
the  necessity  for  walking  continued,  and  to  retnm  to  the  naphtha.^' 


On  the  Preparation  of  lAqmd  Perchloride  of  Iron  as  a  Bcemo- 
italic  Agent. — By  M.  Burin  Dc  Buisson,  of  Lyons, — It  is  known 
that  a  great  many  substances  have  the  property  of  precipitating 
albumen  from  its  solutions. 

Almost  all  the  acids  precipitate  it  white  ;  acetic  acid  converts  con- 
centrated solutions  of  albumen  into  jellies. 

Strontia,  baryta,  and  lime  form  with  albumen  precipitates  which 
are  insoluble  in  water. 

Almost  all  the  metallic  salts  are  precipitated  by  albumen,  and  the 
white  precipitate  insoluble  in  water,  which  this  substance  forms  with 
bichloride  of  mercury,  is  well  known.  To  the  other  metallic  salts 
which  possess  this  property,  sulphate  of  copper,  but  more  especially 
perchloride  of  iron,  must  be  added. 

Perchloride  of  iron  possesses,  indeed,  in  the  highest  degree,  the 
property  of  combining  instantaneously  with  albumen,  and  of  form- 
ing with  it  a  precipitate  under  the  form  of  a  consistent  and  insoluble 
magma,  as  Dr.  Piavaz  has  just  proved,  and  every  one  now  knows 
the  importance  of  the  application  which  this  skillful  practitioner  has 
recently  made  of  the  aqueoas  solution  of  this  salt  for  instantaneously 
coagulating  the  blood  in  the  arteries,  as  regards  its  special  employ- 
ment for  the  cure  of  aneuiisms  in  man. 

Perchloride  of  iron  unites,  indeed,  all  the  qualities  desirable  (  and 
even  exclusive)  for  fulfilling  the  object  to  which  Dr.  Pravaz  has  so 
happily  applied  it — great  hiemostatic  power,  perfect  harmlessness* 
and  solubility  in  water  :  it  remained,  tnerefore,  only  to  find  a  mode 
of  preparation  which  would  enable  us  to  obtain  this  salt  always  very 
pure,  and  its  aqueous  solution  at  a  maximum  density,  which  might 
be  always  and  everywhere  identical,  indispensable  conditions  for  at- 
taining the  object  proposed  by  Dr.  Pravaz,  who  has  been  kind  enough 
to  entrust  this  task  to  us.  The  following  are  the  results  we  have 
arrived  at : 

uQcn>  nmoHLORibE  of  ibok,  of  dr.   huivaz. 

Take,  Grammes. 

Commercial  sulphate  of  iron 1,000 

Water 3,000 

Pore  iron  filings 100 

Sulphuric  add .* 15 
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The  whole  is  introduced  into  a  matrass,  or,  better  still,  into 
enamelled  cast  iron  vessel,  and  allowed  to  digest  on  a  sand  bath  until 
the  disengagement  of  gas  entirely  ceanes  ;  it  is  filtered,  and  five  hun- 
dred grammes  of  liqnid  hydrosulphuric  acid  are  added  to  the  liquor» 
and  the  whole  is  left  to  repose  for  twelve  hours  ;  at  the  end  of  this 
time,  the  solution  is  boiled  for  half  an  hour  and  filtered. 

200  grammes  of  pure  concentrated  sulphuric  acid  are  added  to  the 
filtrated  liquor  ;  ttie  mixture  is  placed  in  a  porcelain  capsule,  on  an 
enamelled  east  iron  vessel,  which  must  not  be  more  than  half  filled^ 
and  boiled,  and  pure  nitric  acid  is  added  in  small  portions  until  the 
last  addition  canses  no  disengagement  of  red  vapors  ;  it  is  then  re- 
moved from  the  fire,  the  liquor  is  diluted  with  from  25  to  30  times 
its  weight  of  cold  water,  and  all  the  iron  is  precipitated  in  the  state 
of  peroxide  with  a  slight  excess  of  liquid  ammonia  :  the  precipitate 
is  washed  by  decantation  with  pure  water  a  great  number  of  times, 
and  it  is  dried  in  the  air  by  spreading  it  in  thin  layers  on  a  cloth. 

The  dry  and  pulverized  oxide  is  afterwanls  calcined  at  a  red  heat 
in  a  shallow  wrought  iron  vessel,  so  as  not  to  raise  the  temperature 
too  high  ;  the  astringent  saffron  of  Mars,  of  the  shops,  is  thus  ob- 
tained, which  is  no  other  than  pure  paroxide  of  iron,  when  it  is  thus 
prepared. 

The  perchloride  of  iron  is  afterwards  obtained  in  the  following 
manner : 

Grammes. 

Peroxide  of  iron  as  above  prepared 200 

White  and  pure  hydrochloric  acid 1,000 

It  is  allowed  to  act  without  heat  for  five  or  six  hours,  and  then 
the  vessel  is  placed  in  a  boiliDg  water  bath  and  heated  until  the  oxide 
is  almost  entirely  dissolved  :  this  operation  must  be  performed  in  s 
porcelain  capsule  of  known  weight ;  the  liquid  is  decanted  in  order  to 
separate  the  undissolved  oxide,  and  it  is  carefully  evaporated  on  the 
sand  bath,  stirring  continually  to  the  consistence  of  a  thick  syrup, 
the  weight  of  which  is  then  determined :  a  quantity  of  distilled  water 
eqiud  to  half  this  weight  is  then  added  ;  the  heat  is  then  continued 
for  a  short  time,  and  the  whole  is  poured  into  a  filter ;  the  capsule 
and  filter  are  washed  with  a  fresh  quantity  of  water,  equal  to  the 
first,  and  sufficient  of  this  liquid  is  then  added  to  the  first  liquid  to 
obtain  a  homogeneous  mixture  having  the  constant  density  of  43.5 
to44<>. 

By  operating  thus,  we  obtain  a  very  limpid  liqnid,  having  only  s 
slight  acid  reaction,  but  perfectly  pure,  at  the  maximum  of  satuni- 
tion,  and  always  identical,  which  may  be  preserved  without  any  de- 
position of  salt,  provided  that  it  be  kept  in  a  well  corked  bottle  ;  it 
IS  of  a  deep  brown  color  by  reficcted,  and  of  a  greenish  golden  yellow 
by  transmitted  light,  or  in  a  thin  layer. 

Five  or  siv  drops  of  this  liquid,  mixed  with  the  white  of  an  egg, 
suspended  in  20  grammes  of  water,  are  sufficient  for  causing  the 
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whole  to  assame,  in  less  than  a  quarter  of  a  minate,  the  form  of  a 
mass  which,  on  reversing  the  vessel  which  contains  it,  remains  ad- 
hering to  the  hottom  of  the  vessel,  and  it  detaches  itself  only  after  a 
very  long  time,  when  the  water  h^ns  to  separate  partially,  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  serum  of  coagulated  hlood. 

This  preparation,  therefore,  combines  all  the  conditions  required 
for  realizing  all  the  anticipations  to  which  the  observations  of  Dr. 
Pravaz  have  justly  given  rise. — Journal  de  Chimie  Medicale,  June, 
1853. 

Note  ;  ly  E.  S,  Wayne^  Lecturer  on  Pharmacy  in  the  Med.  CoU 
lege  of  Ohio. — The  method  above  mentioned  is  somewhat  ambi- 
guous, and  to  make  it  more  intelligible  to  the  reader,  I  would 
remark  that  the  first  step  in  the  process  is  to  form  a  pure  ses- 
qui-oxide  of  iron,  Fe.  2  03+3  H  0 ;  then  by  heating  it  to  a 
dull  red  heat,  to  expel  the  water  of  hydration,  reducing  it 
to  Fe.  2  03,  dissolving  the  resulting  oxide  in  hydro-chloric 
acid,  heating  cautiously  to  expel  the  excess  of  acid,  and  then 
diluting  with  water,  until  the  solution  has  a  density  of  43,  5, 
to  44*^  Baum^,  or  a  specific  gravity  of  1,895  to  1,407. 

The  same  object  may  be  obtained  by  adopting  the  process 
for  preparing  the  sesqui-oxide  of  iron,  described  in  the  last 
edition  of  the  U.  S.  Dispensatory,  and  dissolving  one  part  of 
oxide  in  five  parts  of  acid,  following  the  directions  in  regard 
to  the  solution  and  evaporation  given  in  the  article  above,  and 
adding  water,  until  the  preparation  has  a  specific  gravity  of 
1,395. 


An  account  of  a  new  Tourniquet. — By  8.  D.  Gross,  M.  D.,  Pro- 
/eseor  of  Surgery  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia. 
— A  great'' variety  of  tourniquets  are  before  the  profession.  Indeed, 
one  would  suppose  that  there  was  no  end  to  the  invention  and  modi- 
fication of  such  instruments.  A  large  volume  would  hardly  suffice 
for  their  delineation  and  description.  Every  one  is  acquainted  with 
the  tourniquet  of  J.  L.  Petit,  one  of  the  earliest,  most  simple,  and 
most  perfect  of  the  old  instruments  of  this  kind,  and  which  a  mod- 
em sni^geon  eulogized  by  saying  that  it  was  insusceptible  of  improve- 
ment, and  that  no  other  tourniquet  could  ever  take  its  place.  This 
prophecy  has  proved  to  be  untrue.  The  instrument  of  Petit,  not- 
withstanding its  many  excellencies,  is  not  always  easy  of  adjust- 
ment, or  of  convenient  management,  and,  on  more  occasions  than 
on0y  it  has  suddenly  snapped  asunder  in  the  midst  pf  an  operation. 
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much  to  the  detriment  of  the  patient  and  the  horror  of  the  snrgeon. 
It  may  be  said  that  snch  an  occurrence  is  due  more  to  the  materials 
of  which  the  instrument  is  composed,  than  to  the  manner  of  its  con- 
struction ;  this  may  be  so,  and  yet  the  fact  does  not  invalidate  the 
force  of  the  objection.  No  good  instrument  should  be  liable  to  such 
a  contingency.  The  last  few  years  have  supplied  us  with  the  tonr- 
niquets  of  Signoroni  and  Skey,  two  valuable  instraments,  now  mudi 
in  vogue,  especially  in  Europe. 

The  tourniquet  which  I  have  recently  invented,  and  of  which  the 
accompanying  cut  is  an  accurate  representation,  possesses,  if  I  mis- 
take not,  decided  advantages  over  any  now  in  use :  first,  in  the 
facility  of  its  application ;  secondly,  in  the  amount  of  pressure  which 
it  is  capable  of  exerting ;  thirdly,  in  its  ready  adaptation  to  limbe 
of  different  sizes  ;  fourthly,  in  the  circumstance  that  it  makes  pres- 


sure only  at  two  points,  that  is,  over  the  artery  and  at  the  point  im- 
mediately opposite  to  the  artery  ;  and,  lastly,  the  facility  with  which 
it  may  be  slackened  or  removed  at  any  stage  of  the  operation.  With 
a  slight  modification,  the  instrument  could  be  readily  at^apted  to  the 
femoral  artery  as  it  emerges  from  beneath  Poupart*8  ligament,  or 
even  to  the  external  iliac  just  above  this  ligament,  in  amputation  at 
the  hip-joint,  and  also  to  the  axillary  artery,  in  disarticulation  of  the 
shoulder-joint. 

By  a  reference  to  the  cut,  drawn  by  Mr.  Daniels,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  instrument  is  composed  of  two  blades,  differing  in  the  deg^ree 
of  their  curvatures,  united  by  a  screw,  and  regulated  by  a  rachet. 
Each  short  blade  is  provided  with  a  pad,  capable  of  being  worked  hj 
a  screw,  and  designed  to  rest  upon  the  artery  which  it  is  intended  to 
compress.  By  this  arrangement  two  tourniquets  are  produced ;  a 
large  one  for  the  thigh,  and  a  small  one  for  the  arm,  or  the  thigh  of 
a  small  subject  I  will  only  add,  that  the  instrument  was  manofae- 
tnred  at  my  suggestion  by  Mr.  Kolbe,  an  eminent  cutler  of  this  city. 
-^Narih  Am,  Chir.  Rev. 
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Complete  Dislocation  of  the  Cervical  Vertebrce — Reduction  01  Ae 
jTenih  Day — Recovery,  By  Daniel  Atreb,  M.  D.,  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y. — E.  K«,  the  subject  of  this  accident,  was  a  laboring  man,  thirty 
years  of  age,  tall  and  muscular,  but  not  fat,  with  a  neck  longer 
than  the  average  among  men  of  equal  height.  On  the  evening  of 
the  2d  of  October  he  became  intoxicated,  was  brought  home  insen- 
sible, and  did  not  recover  from  the  combined  effects  of  the  shock 
and  his  libations  until  the  following  morning,  when  he  was  suppo- 
sed by  his  wife  to  be  laboring  under  cold  and  a  stiff  neck.  She 
made  some  domestic  applications  to  the  effected  part,  and  adminis- 
tered a  dose  of  cathartic  medicine.  When  it  was  thought  sufficient 
time  had  elapsed  without  obtaining  relief,  he  was  seen  by  Dr.  Pot- 
ter, of  this  city,  and  afterwards  by  Dr.  Cullen,  both  of  whom  rec- 
ognized a  condition  which  was  not  only  very  unusual,  but  one 
which  they  had  never  before  observed.  I  was  then  requested  to  ex- 
amine the  case,  which  I  did  on  the  ninth  day  after  the  accident. 
With  some  assistance  and  great  personal  effort,  he  was  able  to  get 
out  of  bed,  moving  very  slowly  and  cautiously.  Desiring  to  ex- 
pectorate, he  was  obliged  to  get  down  on  his  hands  and  knees, 
which  he  accomplished  with  the  same  deliberation.  When  seated 
in  a  chair  the  head  was  thrown  back  and  permanently  fixed  ;  the 
face  turned  upwards  with  an  anxious  expression.  The  anterior  por- 
tion of  the  neck,  bulging  forwards,  was  strongly  convex,  rendering 
the  larynx  very  prominent.  The  integuments  of  this  region  were 
exceedingly  tense  and  intolerant  of  pressure.  The  posterior  portion 
of  the  neck  exhibited  a  sharp,  sudden  angle  at  the  junction  of  the 
fifth  and  sixth  cervical  vertebrae,  around  which  the  integuments  laid 
in  folds.  It  was  difficult  to  reach  the  bottom  of  this  angle  even 
with  strong  pressure  of  the  fingers,  and  of  course  the  regular  line 
formed  by  the  projecting  spinous  processes  was  abruptly  lost.  He 
complained  of  intense  and  constant  pain  at  this  point,  which  was 
neither  relieved  nor  aggravated  by  pressure.  With  difficulty  he 
swallowed  small  quantities  of  liquid,  pausing  after  each  effort,  and 
could  not  be  induced  to  take  solid  food,  since  the  first  attempt  to  do 
80  after  the  accident,  was  followed  by  violent  paroxysms  of  cough- 
ing and  choking.  His  breathing  was  obstructed  and  somewhat 
labored,  being  unable  fully  to  clear  the  bronchia  of  their  secretion. 
Hiis,  however,  seemed  rather  an  effect  of  the  tense  condition  of  the 
soft  parts  of  the  neck,  than  the  result  of  pressure  upon  the  spinal 
cord,  since  he  presented  no  evidence  of  paralysis,  either  of  motion 
or  sensation,  in  parts  below  the  neck.  The  stemo-cleido-mastoid 
muscles  of  both  sides  were  felt  quite  soft  and  relaxed. 

But  one  conclusion  could  be  formed  upon  this  state  of  &cts,  to- 
wit :  that  the  oblique  processes  of  both  sides  were  completely  dis- 
located. The  marked  rigidity  of  the  head  seemed  to  preclude  the 
probability  of  fracture  through  the  vertebral  foodies,  and  although 
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the  cartilage  might  be  separated  anteriorly,  yet,  the  body  not  pres- 
sing backwards  sufficiently  to  produce  paralysis  of  the  cord,  it  was 
hoped  that  the  posterior  vertebral  ligament  remained  uninjured  ;  it 
was,  therefore,  determined  to  make  an  effort  at  reduction  on  the  fol- 
lowing day.  In  addition  to  those  originally  connected  with  the 
case,  I  am  under  obligations  to  Drs.  Ingraham,-  Turner,  Palmedo» 
G.  D.  Ayres,  and  a  number  of  other  medical  gentlemen  who  were 
present  by  invitation,  all  of  whom  confirmed  the  diagnosis,  and 
rendered  efficient  services : 

The  patient  was  placed  upon  a  strong  table  in  a  recumbent  posi- 
tion, with  a  pillow  resting  under  the  shoulders,  the  head  being  sap- 
ported  by  the  hand  duiing  the  administration  of  chloroform,  of 
which  an  ounce  was  given  before  aniesthesia  ensued.  Counter  ex- 
tension being  made  by  two  folded  sheets  placed  obliquely  across  the 
shoulders  and  pvoperly  held,  the  head  was  grasped  by  one  hand 
placed  under  the  chin,  the  other  over  the  occiput,  and  by  steadilj 
and  firmly  drawing  the  head  directly  backwards,  and  then  upwards, 
an  attempt  was  made  at  reduction,  but  failed  for  want  of  sufficient 
power.  Dr.  Ingraham  was  then  requested  to  place  his  hands  imme- 
diately over  my  own  in  the  same  position  as  before,  and  steadr 
traction  was  again  made  in  the  same  direction.  Our  united  strength 
was  required  in. drawing  the  head  backwards  and  upwards,  to  dis- 
lodge the  superior  oblique  processes  from  their  abnormal  position. 
When  this  was  felt  to  be  yielding,  by  Dr.  CuIIen,  (who  kept  one 
hand  constantly  at  the  seat  of  dislocation,)  Dr.  Potter  was  directed 
to  place  his  hands  under  our  own,  still  in  position,  and  assist  in 
bringing  the  head  forward  ;  at  the  same  time  the  chest  was  depressed 
towards  the  table.  The  bones  were  distinctly  felt  to  slip  into  their 
places  ;  the  line  of  the  spine  was  instantly  restored,  the  head  and 
neck  assuming  their  natural  position  and  aspect.  As  soon  as 
the  patient  became  conscious,  he  expressed  himself  ignorant  of 
what  had  taken  place,  but  free  from  pain,  and,  in  his  own  language. 
'*  all  right."  A  bandage  was  arranged  to  support  the  head  and 
keep  it  bent  forward.  He  had  an  anodyne  for  two  nights  following, 
after  which  no  further  ti^eatment  was  necessary,  and  at  the  end  of 
one  week  he  had  complete  control  over  the  movements  of  the  head 
and  neck.  Beyond  the  debility  and  emaciation  immediately  depend- 
ent upon  protracted  fasting  and  loss  of  rest,  he  has  experienced  no 
uneasiness  since  the  operation.  His  appetite  is  now  good,  and  all 
the  functions  perform  their  duty  normally.  In  a  subsequent  inquiry 
to  determine  if  possible  the  cause  of  the  accident,  he  states  that  he 
distinctly  recollects  going  into  a  store  in  Atlantic  street,  near  the 
ferry,  and  there  having  angry  woi*ds  with  an  acquaintance  ;  that  he 
left  the  store  and  was  proc^ing  up  the  street,  (which  is  here  a 
rather  steep  ascent,)  when  he  was  violently  struck  from  behind, 
over  the  lower  portion  of  the  neck.  He  likewise  remembers  fiilling 
forward  and  striking  against  some  object,  but  does  not  know  what 
it  was,  nor  what  took  place  until  the  following  morning. 
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Case  of  lAgoiuft  of  the  Common  Hiae  Artery  for  Aneurism  of  the 
External  Hiac.  By  W.  H.  Van  Burbn,  M.  D.,  Prof.  Anat.  University 
of  N.  Y  ,  Sai-geon  of  N.  Y.  Hospital,  St.  Vincent's  Hospital,  etc. — 
Mr.  J.  C,  the  subject  of  the  operation  which  I  am  abont  to  de 
scribe,  was  first  seen  by  me,  professionally,  in  May,  1 858.  He  had 
come  to  this  city  from  Canada,  for  the  purpose  of  seeking  advice 
for  a  large  tumor  of  the  right  groin,  which  was  growing  rapidly. 
On  examination,  I  found  the  tumor  to  be  an  aneurism,  pulsating 
strongly  and  expansively  in  every  direction.  It  had  been  first 
notic^  about  four  years  before,  and  had  been  steadily  increasing  in 
size  to  the  present  time — of  late  more  rapidly,  always  presenting 
strong  pulsations,  synchronous  with  those  of  the  heart.  The  tumor 
was  now  about  the  size  of  an  ordinary  child's  head  at  birth,  some- 
what flattened  upon  its  surface,  occupying  the  fold  of  the  groin, 
and  extending  upwards  along  the  course  of  the  external  iliac  artery, 
beneath  Ponpart's  ligament,  the  position  of  which  was  marked  by 
a  depressed  line  dividing  the  convex  surface  of  the  tumor  into  two 
equal  halves.  Its  bulk  was  diminished  very  considerably  by  pi^ss- 
ing  the  external  iliac  arteiy  against  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  and  its 
pulsations  were  entirely  checked  by  the  pressure.  The  patient's 
abdomen  was  very  fat,  and  continued  pressure  caused  so  much  pain 
that  I  could  not  satisfy  myself  that  the  cofitents  of  the  tumor  were 
entirely  fluid,  but,  from  its  rapid  diminution,  and  also  from  its 
well-marked  expansive  pulsations,  I  concluiied  that  it  contained  but 
a  small  proportion  of  coagulum.  When  the  ear  was  applied  to  the 
tumor,  a  moderately  distant  bellows  murmur  was  perceptible. 
When  first  recogniz^  by  the  patient,  four  years  before,  the  tumor 
was  about  the  size  of  a  hickory  nut,  and  it  lay  over  the  course  of 
the  main  artery,  immediately  below  Poupart's  ligament.  The  dis- 
ease, as  far  as  I  could  learn,  was  spontaneous  in  its  origin.  The 
patient  could  recal  to  mind  no  injury  which  might  have  caused  it. 
He  had  never  had  syphilis,  nor  been  subjected  to  the  action  of  mer- 
cury. His  heart  was  sound,  and  no  aneurismal  disease  could  be 
detected  elsewhere.  His  age  was  forty-six  ;  unmarried  ;  a  member 
of  one  of  the  learned  professions,  and  of  irregular  habits,  addicted 
to  the  inordinate  use  of  tobacco  and  stimulants ;  latterly  also  of 
opium.  He  was  obese  in  his  person,  and  possessed  very  little  moral 
courage,  as  the  history  of  his  case  will  prove. 

I  explained  to  the  patient  the  nature  of  his  disease,  and  recommend- 
ed him  to  submit  to  a  surgical  operation,  with  as  little  delay  as  pos- 
sible, as  the  best  meani  of  cure.  He  then  told  me  that  he  had 
already  received  this  opinion  from  an  eminent  surgeon  of  this  city, 
whom  he  had  consulted,  and  who  was  about  to  perform  the  opera- 
tion just  advised.  On  learning  this,  I  declined  taking  charge  of 
his  oise,  and  ui^ged  him  to  place  himself  again  under  the  care  of 
the  gentleman  whom  he  had  at  first  consulted,  and  to  submit  to  the 
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operation.  He  promised  to  do  this,  and  I  commnnicated  the  dr- 
eam stance  to  his  snrgeon.  Some  weeks  afterward,  I  was  informed 
by  him  that  our  patient  had  left  the  city,  having  been  unable  to 
summon  the  courage  required  to  submit  to  the  operation. 

Early  in  the  month  of  September  following,  I  was  again  anm- 
moned  to  visit  Mr.  C,  and  found  him  returned  to  the  city  in  great 
distress  of  mind,  with  his  aneurismal  tumor  fully  double  the  aise  it 
presented  on  my  first  examination,  and  very  anxious  to  be  imme- 
diately subjected  to  the  operation.  His  surgeon  was  duly  informed 
of  his  determination,  and  everything  was  prepared  to  operate  in  a 
day  or  two,  when  he  again  changed  his  mind,  and  left  his  residence 
and  the  city  suddenly,  and  without  explanation  or  apology. 

A  third  time  I  was  sent  for  in  urgent  haste  by  our  patient,  who 
had  taken  refuge  in  St.  Vincent's  Hospital,  late  in  the  month  of 
November.  I  found  him,  on  this  occasion,  in  a  truly  deplorable 
condition  of  mind  as  well  as  of  body.  He  was  urgent  to  be  oper- 
ated upon  immediately,  and  was  full  of  contrition  and  apologies 
for  his  vacillating  conduct  heretofore.  His  aneurism  had  increased 
to  a  fearful  size ;  it  was  still  pulsating  furiously,  and  its  contents, 
as  far  as  I  could  judge;  were  yet  mainly  fluid.  Upon  the  most 
prominent  part  of  its  surface,  (above  Poupart's  ligament,  where 
the  great  bulk  of  the  tnmor  now  lay, )  was  a  dark  colored  eschar, 
larger  than  a  half  dollar,  and  the  remainder  of  its  surface  presented 
a  dusky  livid  hue.  The  limb  below  was  swelled  to  double  its  natu- 
ral size.  His  pain  was  constant,  and  at  times  very  severe.  Of  the 
actual  size  of  the  tnmor  at  this  time  it  was  difficult  to  convey  an 
exact  idea.  To  compare  it  to  the  head  of  a  child  of  six  years  of 
age,  would  certainly  not  exaggerate  its  dimensions.  Tb)  large 
amount  of  fat  in  the  abdominal  walls  rendered  its  upper  limit  diffi- 
cult to  define,  and  the  same  obstacle  prevented  me  from  compressing 
either  the  right  primitive  iliac  artery  or  the  aorta  sufficiently  to 
arrest  its  pulsations  entirely. 

In  this  desperate  condition  of  affairs-— death  being  liable  to  take 
place  at  any  moment  from  the  giving  away  of  the  eschar  which  had 
already  formed  upon  the  surface  ot  the  tumor,  I  resolved  to  attempt 
the  ligature  of  the  main  arterial  trunk  supplying  the  tumor,  if  snoh 
a  course  should  be  approved  by  my  colleagues.  A  consultation 
was  accordingly  requested,  and  the  operation  being  considered  as 
ofifering  the  only  cluince  of  life  to  the  patient,  it  was  performed  at 
on<?e  in  presence  of  Drs.  Valentine  Mott,  Power,  Murray,  A.  B. 
Mott,  Finnell,  James  R.  Wood,  Isaacs,  <jkK>.  T.  Elliot,  and  several 
students.  Chloroform  was  administered  and  acted  happily.  The 
corpulence  of  the  patient  and  the  size  of  his  tumor,  rendered  the 
recognition  of  the  usual  landmarks  a  matter  of  more  than  ordinary 
difficulty.  A  curved  incision  was  made  about  eight  inches  in  lengdi, 
commencing  above  midway  between  the  most  prominent  point  of 
the  iliac  crest,  and  the  nmbilicns,  and  terminating  below  over  the 
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sitoation,  m  nearly  as  it  ooold  be  adoertained,  of  the  external  abdo^ 
minal  ring  ;  the  convexity  of  the  incision  lookiiigp  downwards  and 
outwards.    The  tendon  of  the  external  obliqne  muscle  was  then 
divided  so  as  to  lay  open  the  inguinal  canal  and  expose  the  sper- 
matic cord.    This  was  traced  up  to  the  internal  abdominal  nng» 
throng^  which  the  finger  was  introduced  behind  the  peritoneun>y 
and,  upon  the  finger,  the  origins  of  the  internal  oblique  and  trans* 
versalia  were  detatched  by  the  bistoury  from  tke  outer  half  oi  Pou- 
part's  ligament.     Free  access  and  sufficient  room  being  thus  gained 
behind  the  peritoneum,  this  membrane  was  then  carefully  separated 
from  the  tumor  upwards  and  inwards  towards  the  position  of  the 
main  artery.    This  vessel  was  soon  brought  into  view  lying  upon 
thfl  biim  of  the  pelvis,  and  not  fiur  bdow  the  level  of  the  umbilicus ; 
it  wa8  carefully  exposed  for  the  space  of  three-fourths  of  an  inch, 
and  being  recognized  by  the  surgeons  present  as  healthy,  a  strong 
ligature  was  readily  passed  around  it  and  tied,  with  the  result  of  at 
once  arresting  all  pulsation  in  the  tumor»    Principally  in  conse- 
^uenoe  of  the  facility  with  which  the  artery  was  reached,  and  also 
on  account  of  the  g^reat  depth  of  the  wound,  resulting  from  the  siw 
and  upward  pressure  of  the  tumor,  and  the  amount  of  fat  in  the 
abdominal  walls,  the  artery  upon  which  the  ligature  was  placed  was 
supposed  by  myself,  as  well  as  by  the  other  surgeons  present,  to  be 
the  extemai  iliac  near  to  its  origin  from,  the  primitive  iliac.     As 
the  peritoneum  was  detached  from  the  surface  of  the  tumor,  it  was 
pressed  carefully,  but  forcibly,  upwards  and  inwards,  together  with 
the  mass  of  small  intestines  by  the  hand  of  an  assistant,  (Dr. 
Isaacs,)  and  this  mode  of  procedure  was  found  preferable  to  the 
employment  of  a  broad  spatula.     As  will  be  Heen  shortly,  the  liga- 
ture was  actually  placed  upon  the  primitive  iliac  artery,  just  half 
an  inch  above  its  bifurcation  into  internal    and  extemai  iliacs,  the 
traction  exerted  by  the  huge  aneurismal  tumor  having  drawn  the 
vessel  slightly  downwards  from  its  normal  position.     The  wound 
was  accurately  closed  by  sutures  and  adhesive  straps,  and  the  patient 
carefully  placed  in  bed  before  the  influence  of  the  aniesthetic  was 
withdrawn.    The  operation  was  on  the  whole  well  borne ;   the 
shock  was  slight,  and  reaction  immediate  and  favorable  ;  no  vom- 
iting followed  ;  the  limb  was  enveloped  in  woolen  cloths  ;  its  tem- 
perature was  for  a  few  hours  somewhat  lower  than  the  other,  but 
afterwards  it  did  not  vary  from  that  of  the  rest  of  the  body.     It 
did  not  rise  above  the  temperature  of  the  sound  limb,  as  often  hap- 
pens after  ligature  of  its  main  artery. 

During  forty-eight  hours  after  the  operation,  the  patient  did 
exceedingly  well.  He  took  beef-tea,  with  a  moderate  amount  of 
morphine,  and  stimulus,  which  his  usual  habits  rendered  necessary. 
At  the  cloe^  of  the  second  day  he  had  a  chill,  succeeded  by  increas- 
ad  frequency  of  the  pulse  and  great  restlessness,  and  the  tumor, 
irindi  nad  subsided  to  about  one- third  of  its  original  size,  became 


158  EdUoridL 

exceedinglj  tender  and  painful.  From  this  period  the  patient'i 
strength  began  to  decline,  and  his  restlessness  and  freqoencjr  of 
pnlse  to  increase  nntil  the  close  of  the  fourth  day,  when,  in  spite  of 
all  our  efforts  to  avert  the  result,  he  died. 

The  body  was  examined  the  next  day  with  the  assistance  of  Dn. 
Isaacs  and  Finnell.  The  tumor  and  the  parts  snrroundinff  it  were 
found  to  be  the  seat  of  inflammation,  which  had  terminated  in  sup- 
puration. The  tumor  contained  recent  coagula,  with  some  layerap 
slight  in  thickness,  of  older  date.  It  involved  the  external  iliao 
throughout  its  whole  length  to  within  an  inch  of  its  biforcatioii. 
The  wound  had  united  throughout,  except  where  the  ligature  was 
brought  out.  There  was  no  peritonitis.  Death  had  evidently 
resulted  from  the  irritative  fever  which  accompanied  the  devdop* 
ment  of  suppurative  inflammation  in  and  aronn4  the  aneorismal 
sac.  The  tissues  around  the  tumor,  weakened  by  long  continued 
stretching  and  imperfect  nutrition,  took  on  inflammation  readUTy 
whilst  the  impaired  constitution  of  the  patient  was  entinly  nnable 
to  resist  its  progress,  or  to  undertake  the  reparation  of  so  extenai^ 
an  effort  at  disorganization. 

On  laying  open  the  arteries  in  the  vicinity  of  the  ligatmBy  every 
appearance  indicated  a  successful  effort  at  obliteration  of  the  prim- 
itive iliac.  A  firm  conical  coagulum  was  found  both  above  and 
below  the  ligature ;  the  latter  clot  being  more  than  half  an  inch  in 
length,  and  bifurcated— one  portion  being  prolonged  into  the  inter- 
nal, and  the  other  into  the  external  iliac  arteries. 


Editorial. 


MEDICAL  COLLEQB  OP  OHIO. 

Before  the  issue  of  ournext  number,  the  winter  session  of  the  Medieal  Ool- 
lege  of  Ohio  will  hare  terminated.  The  class  in  attendance  has  b«en  raneh 
larger  than  for  sereral  years  past,  and  by  their  gentlemanly  deportment,  and 
the  interest  which  they  hare  manifested  in  acquiring  a  practical  knowledge 
of  their  profession,  they  hare  won  golden  opinions, not  only  from  the  Faoultji 
but  from  many  members  of  the  profession,  who,  at  various  times  duringthe 
session,  haTe  been  witnesses  of  their  exemplary  conduct.  The  Faculty,  hav- 
ing the  fullest  confidence  in  the  acquirements  of  the  candidates  for  gradu- 
ation, propose  to  doTiate  fh»m  the  method  of  examination  usually  parsaed| 
at  least,  as  regards  the  practical  chairs,  and  instead  of  meeting  them  in 
the  greeik-nHtm,  the  Professors  ef  Medicine  and  Surgery  will  aeoompaaj 
them  to  the  Commercial  HospiUl,  and  there,  at  the  bed-side  of  the  patient , 
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will  test  their  abilities  to  form  a  diagnosis,  as  well  as  their  attainmente 
in  medical  and  surgical  pathology.  Pens,  ink  and  paper,  will  be  Air- 
nished  them,  and  they  will  be  reqaested  to  prepare  a  full  vtport  of  the 
case  or  cases  which  may  be  presented  to  them.  This  will  afford  the  Fac- 
ulty an  opportunity  of  estimating  not  only  the  extent  of  their  professional 
knowledge,  but  of  the  prelimiruay  education  to  which  they  hare  been  sub- 
jected. We  know  that  this  step  will  receiye  the  approbation  ot  every  intel- 
ligent member  of  our  Profession.  It  is  idle  to  talk  of  the  ignorance  of 
quacks,  while  our  own  ranks  contain  so  many,  who,  except  in  matters  of 
fiUih,  can  claim  no  superiority  OTcr  those  whom  we  are  so  ready  to  despise. 
Although  we  have  not  the  honor  of  a  personal  acquaintance  with  the  gen- 
tleman, (Dr.  TfCTitt),  who  brought  this  matter  before  the  State  Society  at 
its  last  regular  meeting,  we  cannot  too  warmly  commend  the  spirit  of  the 
resolution  which  he  offered,  as  follows: 

R§S0lv§d,  That  a  committee  of  one  member  from  the  Tacolty  of  each  regular  medical 
■chool  ill  the  State,  be  appointed  by  the  chair,  to  report  to  the  next  session  of  this  Socie^,  on 
the  standard  of  education,  preparatory  to  the  admission  of  students  to  the  study  of  medicine. 

We  know  not  whether  it  was  intended  that  this  committee  should  report 
at  the  tpteial  meeting  just  held,  or  at  the  regular  annual  session  in  June. 
But  we  do  hope  that  every  College  in  the  state  will  be  compelled  to  furnish 
the  OTidence  required.  If  we  mistake  not,  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio 
will  take  the  lead  in  this  matter;  at  any  rate,  it  is  the  determination  of 
her  Faculty,  to  encourage  such  inTestigatiou  as  the  State  Society  may  see 
fit  Co  institute.  In  addition  to  the  Thesis,  open  to  so  many  objections  as  a 
(€tt  of  the  student's  preparatory  education,  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio 
will  hereafter  possess  the  only  satisfactory  eyidence  upon  this  point,  which 
In  the  majority  of  cases  can  be  obtained. 


We  invite  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  communications  from 
the  Army  and  Navy  Departments  at  Washington,  addressed  to  Dr.  Robert 
Thompson,  of  Columbus.  We  regret  that  we  are  unable  to  present  with  these 
the  able  report,  prepared  by  our  worthy  friend,  for  the  State  Medical  Soci- 
ety, and  which  was  designed  to  accompany  it.  It  has  failed  to  reach  us 
in  time  for  the  present  number,  as  have  the  proceedings  of  the  State 
Society  at  the  session  just  closed. 


le  thirty-eighth  regular  course  of  Lectures  in  the  Medical  College  of 
Ohio,  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  in  March,  and  continue  the  usual 
length  of  time,  vii.,  four  months.  From  present  indications  there  can  be 
but  little  doubt  that  this  Spring  Session  will  be  well  attended.  The 
Announcement  of  the  Dean  may  be  found  in  our  advertising  columns. 
Let  it  be  remembered  that  this  course  is  intended  to  be  truly  a  practical  one. 
All  of  the  Lectures  on  the  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  will  be  deliv- 
ered at  the  Hospital. 
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Jl^^The  first  namber  of  the  North  American  Medioo-Chimrgieal  RtTierv,  s 
bi-monthly  journal,  edited  by  Professors  Gross  and  Richardson  and  published 
by  J.  B.  Lippincott  and  Co.  Philadelphia,  isjutt  tmh  a  number  as  we  had  s 
rij^ht  to  expect  from  its  editors.  It  is  CTident  that  they  intend  to  maka  it 
fully  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  its  "  British  and  Foreign  '^  namesake.  Tbm 
subscription  is  four  dollars  per  annum,  and  we  know  not  how  our  read«ri 
oan  better  invest  their  money.  The  North  American  Medioo-Chirurgieal 
ReTiew,  is  destined  to  make  its  influence  felt,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
We  are  glad  to  find  a  contradiction  of  the  statement  in  reference  U>  the 
diminution  in  the  number  of  Southern  students  in  Philadelphia,  the  pre^ 
sent  session.  According  to  the  RcTiew,  the  number  ttom.  the  South  is  aaa- 
sually  great. 


^r.  Amott,  of  London,  has  written  seTeral  papers  of  late,  to  show  thai 
the  mortality  following  operations,  has  greatly  increased  since  the  intro- 
duction of  ansBSthetics.  The  agitation  of  this  subject  has  led  to  carefU 
statistical  enquiry,  and  we  have  now  a  promise  of  the  results  in  the  pria* 
cipal  hospitals  of  the  Metropolis,  for  the  past  eight  or  nine  yeara.  Wo 
await  the  publication  of  these  with  anxiety.  Dr.  Snow,  who  fh>m  the  ftrsl 
has  been  extensirely  engaged  in  the  administration  of  chloroform  and 
ether,  has  recently  been  using  the  vapor  of  amylene,  which  is  reported  to 
have  caused  an  entire  absence  of  pain.  It  produced  some  mental  excito- 
ment  and  muscular  rigidity  in  two  of  the  cases.  Amylene  is  made  by 
distilling  fusel  oil  with  chloride  of  sine.  Its  vapor  is  less  pungent.thaa 
that  of  chloroform. 


t^^Dr.  J.  L.  Vattier,  our  popular  Postmaster,  on  Saturday  evening,  Jaou 
24th,  was  presented  by  his  clerks  and  attaches  in  the  office,  with  an  olo* 
gant  service  of  silver.     The  pitcher  had  the  following  inscription: 

"''  PresenUKl  to  Dr.  J.  L.  VnUier,  by  therler>-s  and  attaekeea  of  the  CindnnaU  PostOflloe, 
Ma  memorial  of  their  respect  as  a  public  officer,  esteem  as  a  friend,  and  admiration  as  a  man.** 

The  able  manner  in  which  Dr.  Vattier  has  discharged  the  duties  of  his 
office,  is  an  evidence,  that  in  filling  important  posts,  the  ranks  of  the 
nudiccd  profession  should  not  be  overlooked  by  Qovernment. 


*Nelaton,  has  been  elected  by  a  highly  complimentary  vote,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  in  the  Section  of  Surgery  at  the  Academic,  caused  by  the  death  of 
Gerdy.  His  competitors  were  Denonvilliers,  Hutin,  Morel-Lavalleo,  and 
Bonnafont.    No  less  than  60  out  of  78  Academicians  voted  for  Nelaton. 
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OBIO  STITI  MBDIOAA  ■OCIKTT. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Seoretary  for  the  following  aceonnt  of  the  Proeeed- 

iagfl  of  the  State  Booielj  at  ita  laat  meeting,  Jaanary  20th. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  Jan.  20th,  1857. 
The  a^joomed  meeting  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Sooietj,  met  in  the 
new  State  House,  and  remained  in  session  two  days. 

hr.  John  Davis,  of  Dayton,  let  Vice  President,  in  the  absence  of  the 
chairman,  Dr.  P.  Allen,  presided. 

The  resolutions  offered  last  year,  on  a  plan  for  the  regulation  of  the 
practice  of  physic  in  the  State,  were  taken  up  by  motion,  and  a  oommittee 
with  Dr.  R.  Thompson,  Chairman,  appointed  to  report  to  the  Society  daring 
the  session  on  the  subject.  The  committee  consisted  of  Drs.  R.  Thompson, 
R.  Grundy,  E.  L.  Hill,  S.  B.  Daris,  and  J.  F.  Potter.  Two  reports  were  mad« 
— one  bv  Dr^  R.  Thompson,  as  the  minority,  reflecting  the  sentiments  ex- 
pressed last  year  in  reference  to  the  establishment  of  a  College  on  the  eon- 
eour  system.  Dr.  Grundy,  from  the  majority,  reported  in  iaTor  of  peti- 
tioning the  Legislature  for  the  legislation  of  the  study  of  Practical  Anat- 
omy, the  formation  of  local  and  State  Societies,  and  an  establishment  of  an 
UniTcrsity. 

A  commit  tee  consisting  of  Drs.  Barr  Smith  and  Dawson,  was  appointed 
!•  petition  the  Legislature  to  legalize  the  study  of  Practical  Anatomy.  Dr. 
Yim,  TrcTitt,  from  ihe  committee  on  mineral  waters,  read  an  exceedingly 
Interesting  report,  which  was  referred  to  the  publication  committee,  and 
theoommiitee  was  requested  to  continue  its  labors  upon  this  suliject. 

Dr.  W.  W.  Dawson,  was  appointed  a  special  oommittee,  (o  report  upon 
the  sanitary  condition  of  Cincinnati,  and  Dr.  R.  Grundy  to  make  a  similar 
report  for  Columbus. 

Dr.  Robertson,  read  a  petition  which  he  had  prepared  by  appointment 
of  the  Society,  on  the  aubjpct  of  Coroner's  Inquests,  asking  for  more  defi- 
nite laws  respecting  post  mortem  examinations,  analysis  of  poisons,  &c. 
The  petition  was  on  motion  adopted,  and  Dr.  R.,  directed  to  present  it  to 
the  present  se.ssion  of  the  General  Assembly. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
learn  why  the  law  passed  last  winter,  for  the  registration  of  marriages, 
births  and  deaths,  had  not  been  executed. 

Dr.  Bigelow,  chairman  of  the  'al»ove  committee,  reported  that  he  had  had 
a  conference  with  the  SVcretary,  and  was  informed  by  that  officer,  that 
the  law  was  not  parsed,  in  time  for  the  necessary  blanks  to  bo  furnished 
to  the  Assessors;  but  that  it  would  go  into  operation  the  present  year. 

Most  of  the  standing  and  special  committees  announced  that  they  would 
be  ready  to  report  at  the  annual  meeting. 

The  special  committee,  appointed  to  investigate  charges  made  against 
Dr.  T.  Wood  by  l»r.  M.  B.  Wright,  concluded  to  defer  their  report  until  the 
June  seasion,  as  neither  of  the  parlies  was  present. 

The  meeting  although  not  so  large  as  the  annual  ones  usually  are,  was 
respectahlo  in  numbers,  and  was  characterised  by  the  utmost  harmony 
and  good  feeling.  Many  of  the  best  members  in  (he  Society,  were  in  atten- 
dance, ami  an  enthusiastic  int-erest  was  manifested. 

The  resolution  adopted  at  the  June  teesloa,  to  petition  the  Legislature 
to  compel  patent-medicine  makers  and  Tendora,  to  publish  in  English  tho 
names,  quantity,  and  quality  of  ingredient!,  in  each  noslrnm  before  sold 
in  the  stale^  was  taken  up,  and  al^  aome  diBOiusion,  indeftnitely  poat* 
poned. 

VOL.  XVIII. — XO.   10. 
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The  London  Medical  Times  and  Oaiette,  annonncetft  new  (Zd)  edi- 
tion of  the  PriHcipUi  rf  MmHciMt,  hj  C.  J.  B.  Williams.  Br.  Williams 
aatntM  confiilonoe  in  the  efficacy  of  cod-liver  oil  in  eonsnmption,  may  be 
learned  fVom  the  following  extract:  "Aftpr  fiirther  experience  in  scTeral 
thouiian<l  caeee,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  repeat  a  statement  which  I  published 
BCTeral  yeral  yean  ago,  tii  ;  <  that  the  pure  Aresh  oil  fh>m  the  liTcr  of  the 
ood,  is  more  benefioial  in  the  treatment  of  pulmonary  consumptian  than 
any  other  agent^  medicinal,  dietetie,  or  regimenal,  that  has  yet  been  em- 
ployed/ The  average  duration  of  lift  in  pulmonaty  eonsnmption,  was  by 
Laenneo  and  Louis,  reconed  at  two  years.  Bo  far  as  I  hare  been  able  to 
esiioMte  by  a  haulT  caloulation,  this  average  is  prolonged  to  fonr  yean  by 
the  aid  of  the  ood-liver  oil  and  other  means." 

JH^The  London  Journals  for  December,  record  the  death  of  John 
▲yrton  Paris,  M.  D.,  Cantab;  President  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physi- 
elans,  Ae.,  &e..  He  died  on  the  24th  of  December  lasL  He  is  well  known 
in  this  country,  by  his  treatise  on  Pharmaoologia.    His  last  literary  em- 

Sloyment  was  the  preparation  of  a  new  edition  of  his  "Philosophy  in 
port  made  Science  in  Bamcot^." 

JH^  Dr.  Livingston,  the  celebrated  missionaiy,  Just  returned  fhmi  the 
exploration  of  the  inferior  of  AfHca,  is  suffuing  fh>m  anchylosis  of  the 
elbow-Joint,  the  result  of  fhicture  of  the  lower  end  of  the  humerus,  by  n 
wounded  lion.  The  Dr.  is  about  to  submit  to  tbe  operation  of  finrced  rap- 
ture^ with  the  hope  of  regaining  the  use  of  the  joint 

M^Jdseph  Ungst«f,  Esq.,  F.  R.  C.  &.  of  the  Hon.  East  IndiA  Com- 
pany's service  died  on  the  6tb  of  December  last,  in  the  79ih  year  of  bis 
age.    Dr.  Wm.  Lindsay,  ln5pecu^r  of  Hospitals  and  Fleet^  is  sJso  dead. 

Mr  The  new  edition  of  Madise's  Surgical  Anaionr.  is  new  eoaqileted 
*nd  puMisihcil  in  1.on*ion.  Prioo  $16.  The  magnificent  /r-i'to  work  of 
Kr*eini«»  I'Uon.  on  the  Skin,  is  also  anncuned  by  Mr.  Churchill  at  about 
til\v-eigUl  dolUrn ! 

Mrin  a  loiter  i>eoeiiilT  receiveil  ftvm  S.  S.  i^  H.  Wood,  of  New  Vorkt 
wr  lourn  that  ihor  will  r^-p■oMi^h  early  in  the   «prinp,  Br^iftfft   Clffical 
V.  irV-  -  r,  %  h'.fhiy  lA'iUJiKe  ^ork. 

IWr  Pv  Fran%Ms»  U.  Kaw5^*^^fcam,  cosiylair.*  bii:rr!r  of  the  conduct 
of  Pr  i'hiuvhiU,  in  appivprijk^r.g  :ke  origir.a:  tirs^gns^  which  at  much 
c\v<^n*i'  he  hiid  prcp«^c.i  fi^r  hi*  cva  vrcrk.  He  aM^eri*  ihat  Dr.  Churchill, 
h««  i«Krn  iwer.iT  cf  thri**.  vriihont  the  !ea*i  achncwiedgment.  He  adds, 
"^Ihj*  i!«  n«M  Yi9\\%\  n«^ri»il  to  be  i^leraiei. 

Mr*  X^  c  hnv^  r<wiT<si  the  5^eond  anmber  of  the  ('SsiViinu.a  State  MeAeal 
J<««(r^  l^nV.iikhM  ^i)Arirr*^Y  »t  ^acrameniA.  1(  if  priai^  on  fine  paper. 
and  in  its  fronerAl  ArponrKnt^c,  is  hijrh'y  creditable  to  all  eoceemcHi.  Il 
is  filled  with  ^^'.lij^v.f  rr.ntier,  and  we  are  g«ai  :«  place  it  on  our  list  of 
ex^hiingtea. 

S,-i*TTr\  -.V^l^}  A  K;!ht^r  ihe  ib-ve  of  a  enewn  pioee  orcr  tbe  tha^  anal 
<^i  pain.  aiNl  af^plv  o^.^x  to  ih^  drna.ie«i  serfage  a  grain  of  the  acetate  of 
mArpbi*  The  bailing  of  \)it  Kmct  if  !o  he  p7«v«nted  by  ihe  savin  •» 
»*ani>»»r-di*  cerate.  1^.  Kinokie.on.  «<aimf  tr  bavt  treated  eighiT-tha*w 
o»w»-  :t.  a. if  TnfcT.reT.  witlM^v.t  a  s;np>  lailore. 

^«4«>i  Kv«r.4«^nr«  -Ad^ntPi^r  the  alM^boln"  errrart  of  snz  TomirSk  c«a- 
w^^.yn^  ^UY  the  i^i»:f4h  «f  a  p^in  and  ;i>er««f«  te  a  fcmnh  of  a  gruL 
TV^irr  P-1N  %%V^T  f^r  %  frtrfntplic  ann  ihrn  nunpended  ft^  t^wme  pen«4, 
M^  iiT|r^-^rf:T  f:;n»{r  i«hed  the— sii  i  liK.iiy  ftf  the  brain  to  auarka. — 1*». 
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OBIGINAL    COMMUKICATIONS. 


A  Case  of  Destructive  Inflammation  of  the  Hye^from  a  Peeu- 
liar  Cause.    By  C.  "Woodward,  M.  D.,  Cin. 

The  chemical  reaction  liable  to  occur  between  medicines  in 
duly  use,  and  the  utensils  appropriated  to  their  administra- 
tion, we  have  thought,  have  been  entirely  too  much  overlooked 
by  the  great  majority  of  the  profession. 

This  has,  more  especially,  been  the  case  of  late  years,  since 
through  the  triumphs  of  chemistry,  the  exhibition  of  simple 
elementary  medicines  has  become  almost  entirely  abandoned, 
and  the  Materia  Medica  little  else  than  an  assemblage  of 
agents,  the  astonishing  results  of  scientific  combinations. 

To  properly,  and  indeed  safely  in  some  cases,  apply  such 
remedies,  it  has  become  necessary,  since  improvement  in  the 
Arts  has  introduced  into  domestic  use,  metallic  vessels  of 
various  compositions,  for  the  physician  not  only  to  understand 
the  chemistry  of  medicine,  but  of  the  components,  also,  of 
such  utensils,  as  may  probably  be  used  in  the  administration 
of  his  remedial  means. 

a 

We  have  been  led  to  reflect  upon  this  subject  by  finding 
among  our  old  notes  of  1845,  a  case,  which  at  the  time 
excited  a  very  considerable  degree  of  solicitude,  and  which, 
even  at  this  late  day,  may  be  of  interest  to  others. 

The  patient  was  a  child  about  two  years  old,  and  still  at 
the  breast.  Its  health,  until  the  preceding  six  months,  had 
VOL.  xvra — ^11. 


162  Woodward  on  Destructive  Inflammation  of  the  Mjfe. 

been  feeble,  but  more  recently,  it  had  shown  a  better  consti- 
tutional condition.  It  had  a  somewhat  scrofulous  diathesis 
hereditarily  derived,  several  of  the  paternal  grand-uncles 
having  died  of  phthisis,  but  its  parents  were  of  sound  consti* 
tution.  About  the  end  of  April,  or  the  beginning  of  Msy, 
it  was  seized  with  inflammation  of  the  upper  lid  of  the  left 
eye,  which  for  a  day  or  two  was  so  slight  that  but  little 
maternal  anxiety  was  excited.  In  a  few  days,  however,  the 
tumefaction  of  the  integuments,  was  so  considerable,  and 
the  child  in  such  distress,  that  professional  advice  waa 
requested. 

At  the  period  of  our  first  visit,  the  eyelids  presented 
externally  a  red,  tumid,  and  glazed  appearance,  and  was  in 
so  irritable  a  condition,  that  it  was  found  impracticable  to 
exttmine  satisfactorily  the  internal  condition  of  the  organ. 
There  was  very  considerable  febrile  excitement,  with  a  slight 
eruption,  somewhat  resembling  Rubeola  over  the  face  and 
neck,  and  superficial  ulcerations  studded  the  posterior  fauces. 

Leeching,  cooling  lotions  of  the  acetate  of  zinc — ^nauseants 
and  purgatives  constituted  the  treatment  for  several  days, 
when  the  swelling  of  the  integuments  was  suflSciently  reduced 
to  admit  the  examination  of  the  cornea  and  general  con- 
junctiva. The  conjunctiva  of  the  lids  was  found  to  be  red  and 
thickened,  and  covered  with  coagulable  lymph,  but  the 
cornea  was  transparent,  perfectly  free  from  ulcerative  action, 
and  apparently  not  the  least  endangered  by  the  neighboring 
inflammation. 

As  the  inner  palpebral  surface,  however,  presented  a  very 
irritable  appearance,  it  was  thought  proper  to  use  a  weak 
solution  of  the  nitrate  of  silver,  in  the  proportion  of  one 
grain  to  the  ounce  of  distilled  water — the  solution  to  be 
dropped  into  the  eye  from  a  small  spoon,  as  this  manner  of 
applying  the  liquid  was  most  convenient  to  the  mother  of  the 
child.  Unfortunately  the  necessity  of  urging  the  use  of  s 
silver  spoon  was  not  thought  of.    . 

In  twenty-four  hours  from  the  first  application,  and  after 
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the  solution  had  been  introduced  into  the  eye  three  or  fouv 
times,  the  cornea  was  examined,  but  instead  of  the  clear 
transparency  of  the  preceding  day,  the  entire  anterior  surface 
of  the  globe  of  the  eye  was  found  covered  with  a  thick 
albuminous  opacity,  completely  obscuring  the  cornea,  and 
looking  as  if  an  active  caustic  had  been  passed  over  it,  and 
had  entirely  disorganised  the  superficial  tissues. 

To  overcome  this  violent  inflammatory  action  from  whatever 
cause  produced,  leeches,  blisters,  mercurial  cathartics  and 
antimonials  were  vigorously  resorted  to,  without  any  satis- 
factory result — the  coagulable  deposit  remained  over  the 
anterior  surface  of  the  eye  for  some  days,  when  it  began 
to  give  way  by  parting  in  the  centre,  and  falling  to  each  side 
like  a  heavy  curtain,  exposing  again  the  cornea,  now  slightly 
Btaphylomatous  from  the  partial  destruction  of  the  outer 
laminae,  and  creating  a  fear  that  continued  ulceration  would 
lead  to  a  speedy  loss  of  the  aqueous,  and  perhaps  the  vitreous 
humors  of  the  eye.  This  apprehension  was  unfortunately 
soon  realised,  and  vision  irreparably  lost. 

To  account  for  this  sudden  and  destructive  increase  of 
inflammation  was  beyond  my  power,  and  with  no  ordinary 
emotions  I  called  upon  the  apothecary  to  learn  whether  any 
error  had  been  committed,  either  in  the  writing  or  compound- 
ing of  the  prescription,  but  I  could  find  none.  Of  the  purity 
of  the  nitrate  used  in  the  solution  I  was  fully  convinced,  and 
returned  to  the  house  of  my  patient  to  institute  further 
inquiries. 

The  mother  informing  me  that  the  solution  "  turned  the 
spoon  black,"  I  was  induced  to  call  for  the  one  used,  and 
found  it  was  of  the  composition  called  ^^  German  silver." 
Turning  a  portion  of  the  solution  into  it,  a  thick  blackish 
precipitate  was  almost  immediately  thrown  down — ^proving 
decomposition  and  the  formation  of  a  new  compound;  but 
what  was  the  ieriium  quid^  my  ignorance  of  the  components 
of  the  German  silver,  prevented  my  knowing. 

To  Mr.  Sellewi  a  respectable  Britannia  ware  manufacturer 
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I  became  indebted  for  the  following  statement.     German 
silver  is  composed  of 

lib  of  Nickel, 

8  J8>  of  Copper, 

1  Jib  of  Zinc. 
On  such  a  compound  it  is  obvious  the  nitrate  of  silver  held 
in  solution  would  probably  create  considerable  reaction,  but 
that  changes  of  so  destructive  a  character,  as  would  be  implied 
by  the  above  case,  could  be  produced,  I  was  by  no  means 
satisfied.  The  rapid  destruction  of  the  eye  led  me  to  fear  my 
treatment  had  not  been  sufficiently  energetic,  and  on  this 
head  I  was  determined  to  be  satisfied.  Having  no  facilities 
myself,  I  requested  my  young  and  talented  friend,  Dr.  E.  A. 
Hildreth,  resident  house-surgeon  of  the  Commercial  Hospital 
at  the  time,  but  now  a  highly  esteemed  practitioner  of 
Wheeling,  Va.,  to  institute  a  series  of  physiological  and 
chemical  experiments,  and  report  to  me  the  result.  The 
appended  letter  with  which  he  kindly  favored  me  after 
his  return  to  Wheeling,  shows  with  what  faithfulness  he 
fulfilled  my  request,  and  how  satisfactorily  his  experiments 
demonstrated  the  necessity  of  greater  care  in  the  use  of 
chemicals  than  is  generally  exercised  by  the  members  of  our 
profession. 

As  I  have  without  the  Doctor's  knowledge  or  consent  intro- 
duced his  very  interesting  letter,  I  must  crave  his  indulgence 
and  pardon,  inasmuch  as  I  feel  it  would  be  wrong  to  let  it 
longer  lie  among  my  old  and  almost  forgotten  papers. 


Wheeung,  May  3, 1845. 

Dear  Doctor, — In  the  hurry,  and  confusion  of  leaving 
Cincinnati,  I  did  not  find  time  to  write  you  a  copy  of  some 
experiments  made  at  the  Hospital  upon  Nit.  silver,  as  changed 
by  German  silver.     The  following  are  the  details : — 

Experiment,  No.  1.  Solut.  Nit.  silver,  gr.  ij,  to  aqua  5j, 
being  placed  in  a  Oerman  silver  spoon,  was  applied  to  a  cat'a 
^ye,  which  in  a  few  hours  induced  considerable  inflammation; 
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but  it  SHbsided  in  a  short  time.  The  failure  was  probably 
caused  by  the  membrana  nictitaas,  not  permitting  the  solutiop 
to  touch  the  surface  of  the  eye. 

Experiment,  No.  2.  A  healthy  pup,  two  months  old : — 
solution  grs.  ij  to  aqua  jj,  having  remained  in  the  spoon  two 
minutes,  was  applied  to  its  eye,  on  Saturday  25th  May^ 
11  A.  M.  On  Sunday,  8  A.  M.  there  was  considerable  ii^ 
flammation  of  conjunctiva  and  thickening,  with  some  opacity 
of  the  cornea.  On  Sunday,  5  P.  M.,  increased  conjunctivitis, 
and  opacity  of  cornea,  with  a  small  ulcer  in  the  latter,  about 
in  the  axis  of  vision.  The  solut.  was  reapplied.  Monday, 
10  A.  M.,  ulcer  on  the  cornea  increased  in  size ;  tumefactioxi, 
etc.,  less.  Monday,  5  P.  M.,  opacity  more  circumscribed, 
ulcer  increased  in  size.  Tuesday,  9  A.  M.,  iritis,  ulcer,  and 
opacity  somewhat  increased.  From  a  wish  to  save  the  pup's 
oye,  no  further  application  of  the  solut.  was  made. 

Experiment,  No.  3.  A  dog,  six  months  old,  solut.  nit. 
silver,  gr.  j.  to  aqua  3)'*  being  placed  in  the  spoon  was  intro- 
duced into  the  eye,  at  8j^  A.  M.  Wednesday,  and  at  11  A.  M. 
conjunctival  inflammation,  lachrymation  profuse,  cornea  clear. 
The  solut.  being  allowed  to  remain  in  the  spoon  three  minutes, 
was  reapplied,  at  1^  P.  M.,  conjunctival  inflammation,  and 
thickening  greatly  increased,  cornea  dim,  a  third  application 
was  made. 

Saturday,  cornea  quite  opaque,  with  red  vessels  traversing 
its  upper  half;  much  inflammation,  and  muco- purulent 
discharge. 

July  20th.  Saw  the  pup  in  experiment  No.  2,  opacity 
permanent,  vision  gone,  still  some  inflammation  and  purulent 
discharge. 

When  solut  nit.  silver  is  placed  in  the  German  silver 
spoon,  the  following  chemical  changes  occur : — 

The  nitric  acid  unites  with  the  copper,  nickel  and  zinc, 
forming  nitrates  of  those  metals,  and  the  oxide  of  silver  is 
precipitated.  The  nitrates  are  all  soluble  in  water.  Now 
copper  has  a  much  stronger  affinity  for  the  nit.  acid,  th^ 
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either  of  the  other  metals,  and  consequently  ovght  to  deprhre 
'the  nickel  and  srinc  of  it.  In  the  present  case  it  can  only  be 
explained  by  granting,  that  the  nit.  acid  is  in  exee$9  for  the 
copper,  and  becanse  they  unite  in  definite  proportions,  there 
will  be  a  part  of  the  nit.  acid  free,  which  part  unites  with  the 
nickel  and  zinc,  forming  nitrates,  the  affinity  of  these  tw<> 
metals  for  the  acid  being  about  equal.  Tests  show  also,  the 
presence  of  arsenicy  which  is  seldom  absent  from  nickel. 

The  analysis  was  made  in  the  following  manner: — To 
separate  the  oxide  silver,  the  solut.  was  filtered.  The  filtered 
^solut.  is  then  rendered  slightly  acidulous  with  acetic  acid, 
and  a  stream  of  hydrogen  gas  passed  through  it ;  which  pre- 
cipitates  the  nickel  only ;  the  solut.  is  then  filtered  again  to 
separate  it. 

The  solut.  is  now  heated  sufficiently  to  expel  the  acetie 
acid,  and  set  by  for  some  time,  when  the  nitrate  copper 
crystalizes,  leaving  a  clear  liquid,  which  is  a  solution  of  nit. 
zinc,  and  being  evaporated  yields  the  crystals  of  that  salt. 

Respectfully  Tours, 

E.  A.  HiLBBBTH. 


Complete  Retroversion  of  the  Uterus  in  the  sixth  month  ofGesim^ 
Hon. — Replacement. — ^By  C.  H.  P.  Hart,  M.  D.,  of  Cen- 
treville,  Wayne  Co.,  Ind. 

Case. — Mrs.  Robe,  set  46,  mother  of  several  children,  had 
been  under  treatment  about  two  months  for  uterine  hemorrh- 
age. She  was  much  enfeebled,  although  she  had  lost  but 
comparatively  little  blood,  the  hemorrhage  having  been  so 
successfully  and  uniformly  commanded  by  position,  acetate  of 
lead  and  opium,  and  anodyne  injections,  that  it  was  hoped 
she  might  go  to  her  full  term.  Latterly,  she  had  complained 
much  of  numbness  and  cramps  of  her  lower  extremities,  oo9- 
tiveness,  and  difficulty  of  passing  urine.  These  symptooB 
were  referred  simply    to  pressure  of  the    gravid  utenn^ 
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increased  by  the  relaxation  produced  by  the  debilitated  con* 
dition  of  the  patient.  More  efficient  cathartics  were  therefore 
ordered,  to  be  aided  if  necessary  by  injections ;  also,  camphor 
and  gin  fomentations,  steaming,  etc.,  to  promote  the  discharge 
of  urine;  and  friction, anodyne  liniments,  etc.,  to  the  thighs, 
and  legs.  These  means  afforded  partial  relief;  the  injec- 
tions brought  away  several  small  passages,  and  the  fomenta- 
tions and  steaming  had  given  some  relief  to  the  bladder. 
Nothing  urgent  presenting  itself,  I  left  without  making  a 
vaginal  examination,  confidently  expecting  that  the  cathartics 
before  given,  would  soon  operate  most  copiously,  and  afford 
as  much  relief  as  could  be  expected  under  the  circumstances. 
About  two  o'clock  the  next  morning,  October  22d,  1856, 1 
was  hastily  smmoned  to  Mrs.  R.,  and  on  arrival  found  her  in 
great  distress,  with  accelerated  but  feeble  pnlse,  cramp  of  the 
lower  extremities,  uncontrollable  vomiting,  complete  retention 
of  urine  and  obstinate  constipation.  The  cathartics  given 
two  days  before  had  never  operated,  and  the  means  previously 
made  use  of  to  relieve  the  bladder,  though  diligently  used, 
had  since,  I  was  told,  proved  unavailing.  With  great  diffi- 
culty I  succeeded  in  passing  the  catheter,  and  drew  off  about 
a  pint  of  high-colored  urine.  On  making  an  examination  per 
vaginanij  the  mouth  of  the  uterus  was  found  to  be  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  finger,  and  the  fundus  of  the  organ  was  felt  very 
low  down,  and  pressing  hard  against  the  rectum  and  perineum, 
I  soon  concluded  that,  notwithstanding  the  lateness  of  the 
period  of  gestation,  I  had  to  do  with  a  retroverted  uterus, 
and  an  examination  per  anum  confirmed  the  diagnosis.  I  at 
once  sent  for  Dr.  Tennis,  of  Centre ville,  but  before  he  arrived, 
the  symptoms  having  become  alarmingly  aggravated,  I  deter- 
mined on  making  an  attempt  at  replacement.  The  patient 
being  supported  on  her  elbows  and  knees,  so  that  gravity 
would  favor  instead  of  contravene  the  efforts  at  rectification, 
I  introduced  my  fingers  into  the  rectum,  and,  pressing  the 
fundus  before  them,  was  enabled,  with  much  less  difficulty 
than  could  have  been  expected,  to  force  it  up  (or  rather  forward, 


168       Bam  (m  ChmpleU  Beera9em(m  €f  ihe  Uiirm. 

for  that  was  the  direction  in  which  the  position  of  the  patieiit 
required  it  to  move),untiI  it  impinged  stronglyon  the  promintory 
of  the  sacmm.  I  then  passed  into  the  rectum  s  stiff  round  stick, 
capped  with  several  folds  of  soft  muslin,  and  well  lubricated 
with  lard,  and  by  causing  the  side  of  the  capped  extremity  to 
slide  over  the  fundus  from  left  to  right  and  from  right  to  left 
alternately,  at  the  same  time  making  the  requisite  pressure,  I 
had  the  gratification  of  feeling  the  organ  recede,  until  at  last, 
with  a  seeming  spring,  it  passed  the  promintory,  and  was  fully 
restored.  The  pains,  cramps,  vomiting  and  other  symptoms, 
were  at  once  relieved,  so  that  the  patient  exclaimed,  ^  it  is  all 
right,  now,  doctor."  Dr.  Tennis  having  arrived,  another 
vaginal  examination  was  made,  and  the  cirvex  reported  to  be 
in  its  proper  position ;  the  ostivee  was  also  somewhat  relaxed. 
The  patient  was  ordered  to  lay  alternately  on  her  abdomen  and 
side,  avoiding  the  dorsal  position  altogether. 

On  the  following  morning  I  was  summoned  to  her  again, 
the  messenger  stating  that  she  was  in  the  same  condition  as 
before.  This  I  found  to  be  the  case,  the  same  distressing 
symptoms  presenting  themselves,  causing  the  patient  to  call 
anxiously  for  immediate  relief.  With  the  experience  of  the 
previous  day  before  me,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  comply,  and 
soon  restored  it  in  the  same  manner  as  before  to  its  proper 
place  in  the  pelvis.  This  time,  however,  I  purposely  gave  it 
ra  slight  anterior  obliquity,  so  as  to  prevent,  if  possible, 
another  recurrence  of  the  accident.  The  os  was  now  found  to 
be  sufficiently  dilated  to  admit  readily  the  index  finger,  which 
together  with  its  great  elasticity,  renderd  ite  almost  certain  that 
abortion  would  soon  take  place.  Dilatation,  however,  advanced 
very  slowly,  and  it  was  not  until  the  26th  that  the  utema, 
aided  by  the  free  exhibition  of  ergot,  reacted  with  sufficient 
force  to  expel  its  contents.  The  foetus  was  plainly  of  six 
months'  development,  which  was  likewise  confirmed  by  the 
reckoning  of  the  mother,  but,  owing  probably  to  its  defective 
nutrition  during  the  two  last  months,  it  was  not  much  larger 
than  an  ordinary  foetus  of  four  months.    This  will  satisfae- 
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torily  account  for  the  possibility  of  the  uterus  becoming  retro- 
verted  at  so  late  a  period  of  gestation. 

I  have  been  somewhat  minute  in  the  above  detail,  partly  in 
consequence  of  the  rarity  and  intrinsic  interest  of  such  cases, 
but  chiefly  with  the  view  of  directing  the  attention  of  the 
profession  to  the  earlier  or  premonitory  symptoms,  which  in 
this  case  were  quite  manifest,  though  wrongly  interpreted, 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  during  the  whole  time  the  patient 
complained  of  numbness  and  cramps  in  her  thighs  and  legs, 
there  was  a  strong  posterior  obliquity  of  the  uterus ;  and  had 
she  been  placed  at  this  time  on  her  abdomen,  the  obliquity 
would  have  been  corrected,  the  symptoms  thereon  depending 
relieved,  and  the  retroversion  avoided. 

Itetraversio  uteri  is  an  alarming,  but  happily  a  very  rare 
displacement ;  yet  it  was  known  at  a  remote  period,  as  we 
find  it  to  have  been  recognized  and  described  as  far  back  as 
the  time  of  (Etius.  It  was  not,  however,  until  the  early  part 
of  the  eighteenth  century,  that  our  present  more  accurate 
views  of  its  nature  began  to  be  entertained.  M.  Gregoire,  of 
France,  who  wrote  in  1746,  was  one  of  the  earliest  writers 
who  gave  a  correct  explanation  of  the  disease,  though  he  was 
anticipated  in  part  by  Desgranges,  who  wrote  thirty  years 
before. 

The  first  English  case  of  the  kind  of  which  we  have  any 
record,  occurred  in  the  practice  of  Mr.  Walter  Wall  of  Lon- 
don. The  patient  a  poor  woman  about  four  months  advanced 
in  pregnancy,  waf  suddenly  seized  with  retention  of  urine. 
She  sent  for  Mr.  Wall,  who  passed  the  catheter  and  relieved 
her.  Finding  it  necessary  to  employ  the  catheter  the  second 
time,  he  made  a  careful  examination,  in  order  to  discover  the 
nature  of  the  obstruction.  He  was  unable  to  reach  the  cer- 
vix uteri,  but  he  found  a  tumour  at  the  back  part  of  the 
vagina,  which,  by  passing  his  finger  into  the  rectum,  he  dis- 
covered to  be  between  it  and  the  vagina.  Finding  the  case  to 
correspond  with  the  description  of  retroversion  of  the  uterus 
as  given  by  M.  Gregoire,  he  endeavored  to  replace  the  organ. 
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bat  without  snccess.  He  then  sent  for  Dr.  Wm.  Huiter,  irb^ 
upon  examination  confirmed  the  previous  diagnoaifl.  Huntor 
endeavored  to  replace  the  uterus,  but  failed;  obstinate  consti* 
pation  ensued,  and  in  a  few  days  the  patient  died.  Om 
examination  after  death,  the  cirvex  was  found  above  the 
symphisis  pubis,  while  the  fundus  had  fallen  completely  over 
into  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum*  Dr.  Hunter  gave  a  public 
lecture  over  the  body  of  the  patient,  in  which  he  recommended 
puncturing  the  membranes  in  order  to  produce  abortion — mi 
expedient,  which  has  since  been  repeatedly  tried,  but  gen- 
erally without  success.* 

I  cannot  but  think  that  my  success  in  the  case  of  Mrr.  R., 
was  mainly  owing  to  the  peculiar  manner  In  which  the  replace- 
ment was  attempted  to  be  effected.  The  position  of  the 
patient  on  her  face  and  knees,  not  only  causes  gravity  to  co- 
operate in  the  reduction,  but  it  also  has  the  effect  of  remov- 
ing the  weight  of  the  superincumbent  viscera ;  it  is  likewise 
a  far  more  convenient  position  for  the  operator.  If  the 
patient  is  too  weak  to  maintain  herself  in  such  a  position,  as 
was  the  case  with  my  patient,  she  can  be  supported  in  it  by 
assistants.  The  rectal  probang,  also,  as  well  as  the  manner 
of  using  it,  are  thought  to  be  not  unworthy  of  adoption  in 
such  cases.  Instances,  it  is  true,  might  occur,  in  which  suffi- 
cient force  could  not  be  safely  applied  in  this  manner ;  in 
which  case,  I  should  not  hesitate  to  carry  my  whole  hand  into 
the  rectum,  as  advised  by  Ashwell,  believing  that  the  attempt 
at  restoration  ought  not  to  be  abandoned  under  such  desperate 
circumstances,  until  every  feasible  means  had  been  fairly  and 
repeatedly  tried. 


An  interesting  Case  of  Paraplegia.    By  0.  C.  OiBBS,  M.  D^ 
Trewsburgh,  Chautauque  Co.,  New  York. 

A  few  months  since,  I  attended  a  case  of  paraplegia,  wki^ 
in  its  origin,  progress,  and  final  termination,  presented  aoino 

^  J>r.  Goooh'f  Leetora,  p.  117. 
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points  of  interest.  I  propose  here  a  brief  relation  of  the 
case,  and,  shonld  it  present  no  other  points  of  interest,  may 
acquaint  the  readers  of  the  Lancet  with  a  new  medical  heresy, 
clothed  with  the  sacred  and  sacerdotal  robes  of  divine  apos- 
tleship.  Sacred  history  tells  us,  of  one  who  possessed  the 
delegated  power  of  healing  all  the  ills  of  spirit  and  of  body;  but, 
in  the  nineteenth  century,  the  practitioner  of  the  healing  art 
must  be  content  to  see  his  touch  sometimes  powerless,  and  his 
potions  not  always  sure  in  giving  to  the  wasted  frame  the 
enbonpointy  or  the  pale  cheek  the  rosy  hue  of  health. 
But  to  the  case:  April  20th,  1856,  I  was  called  to 
see  a  boy  about  12  years  of  age.  I  found  him  laboring 
under  a  chronic  or  sub-acute  form  of  disease,  which  was  by 
me  diagnosed  as  enteritis.  The  pulse  was  small  and  frequent 
the  tongue  was  red,  particularly  at  its  borders,  and  lightly 
furred  through  its  centre.  The  bowels  were  tender  on  pres- 
sure, and  the  alvine  evacuations  unnaturally  frequent.  The 
following  was  the  history  the  parents  gave  of  the  case.  He 
had  been  ailing  for  several  months,  but  most  of  the  time  he 
had  been  able  to  be  up,  to  walk  and  ride  out  For  the  last 
two  weeks  he  had  been  much  worse.  It  was  supposed  the 
patient's  impaired  health  originated  in  too  frequent  and  too 
protracted  bathings  in  the  river,  during  the  last  summer  and 
autumn.  He  had  been  attended,  during  the  whole  period  of 
his  illness,  by  one  of  those  multiple  geniuses^  who  consider 
their  qualifications  sufficient  to  meet  the  exigences  both  of 
the  clerical  and  medical  professions.  This  same,  on  being 
inquired  of  once,  in  a  court  of  justice,  in  regard  to  his  avoca- 
tion, replied,  ^'  I  raise  broom-corn,  make  brooms,  dig  roots, 
prepare  syrups,  am  an  ordained  minister  of  the  gospel,  and  a 
botanic  physician." 

The  treatment  instituted,  was  counter-irritation,  by  means 
of  blisters  to  the  abdomen,  and  spirits  and  mild  mercurials 
internally.  As  there  was  considerable  difficulty  in  making 
water,  a  mixture  containing  balsam  copaiba  and  spirits  of 
nitre  was  also  ordered. 
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He  very  goon  began  to  inipro?e,  and  in  two  weeks  was  aUe 
to  be  moved  home,  about  a  mile  from  the  place  where  I  first 
saw  him.  But,  soon  after  this,  it  was  evident  he  was  gradm** 
ally  losing  the  use  of  his  lower  limbs.  This  loss  of  power 
continued  to  advance  gradually,  until  paraplegia  was  eoar 
plete.  The  sphincter  ani  and  perineal  muscles,  were  com- 
pletely paralyzed,  and  the  bowels  and  bladder  were  evacuated 
without  influence  or  control  by  the  patient's  wilL  Ansesthe- 
sia  was  as  complete  as  the  loss  of  the  power  of  motion. 
Large  sloughing  sores  formed  over  the  great  trochanter,  ulti- 
mately exposing  the  bone,  and  also  over  the  sacrum,  whieh 
gradually  spread  until  it  reached  the  verge  of  the  anus.  For 
three  months,  various  means  were  put  in  requisition ;  as  fiur 
instance,  quinine,  iron,  cod  liver  oil,  combinations  of  iodine 
and  iron,  strychnine,  tincture  of  cantharides,  &Ck,  all  without 
avail.  The  sores  were  treated  with  the  local  applioatioii  of 
tannin,  nitrate  of  silver,  and  chlorate  of  lime.  He  emaciated 
gradually  to  an  extreme  degree ;  his  feet,  ankles,  and  the 
lower  half  of  his  legs,  became  {edematous,  and  liberal  allowan* 
ces  of  morphine  were  requisite  to  quiet  restlessness  and  pro- 
cure sleep.  At  this  point  the  fact  was  unintentionally  statedy 
that  I  was  or  had  been  using  strychnine.  The  family  were 
just  intelligent  enough  to  know  that  this  agent  is  a  powerfid 
poison,  sometimes  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  killing  dogf^ 
which  discovery,  on  their  part,  was  considered  sufficient  cause 
for  dispensing  with  my  services  in  the  future  treatment  of 
the  case. 

At  this  stage  of  the  case,  a  man  living  some  twenty  nuks 
away,  was  sent  for,  who  professed  to  possess,  in  person,  the 
power,  delegated,  in  times  long  past  to  the  Apostles,  that  of 
healing  all  manner  of  diseases.  His  method  of  operating 
was,  after  some  mystic  ceremonials,  to  lay  his  hands  upon  the 
patient's  head,  and,  with  seeming  sincerity,  and  well  dissem- 
bled solemnity,  pray  for  the  restoration  of  his  patient. 
Within  twelve  hours  from  the  commencement  of  operations^ 
the  intelligence  was  adroitly  circulated  far  and  wide,  that  % 
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great  miracle  was  being  wrought,  and  the  emaciated  and  par* 
aplegic  boy  was  rapidly  recovering.  The  grossest  mis-state- 
ments were  indostriously  circulated,  of  course  with  the  idea 
of  hunting  up  new  and  additional  patients.  Fate  was  inexor- 
able, and  the  boy  died  within  less  than  a  week  from  the  time 
when  my  labors  were  discontinued.  I  regret  to  state  that  no 
post-mortem  was  allowed. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  state  here,  that  our  self-styled 
apostle  claimed,  with  becoming  meekness,  to  possess  no 
power  in  himself, — that  it  was  through  him  God  worked  mira- 
cles,— that  he  could  not  tell  before  hand  whether  a  patient  would 
be  cored  or  not, — ^it  would  be  as  God  willed.  Tet  in  all  cases 
of  primary  consultations,  he  would  delude  his  patient  with 
the  assurance  that  many  similar  cases,  through  his  touch,  had 
been  made  whole.  With  the  greatest  positiveness,  he  assured 
all  that  the  case  given  above  would  surely  have  recovered, 
had  the  boy  not  eaten  a  little  too  hearty  on  the  day  of  his 
death ;  forgetting  of  course,  first,  that  it  was  a  part  of  his 
creed,  that  he  never  could  be  positive ;  and  second,  that  it 
would  have  been  as  easy  for  God  to  have  removed  the  conse- 
quences of  a  too  full  meal,  as  to  have  cured  disease  of  the 
severity  presented  in  the  case  given  above. 

Notwithstanding  the  absurdity  of  the  claims,  and  the  pro- 
fane pretensions  of  this  self-styled  apostle,  by  tens  and 
twenties,  people  sought  the  influence  of  his  touch ;  some  that 
were  really  sick,  but  more  that  were  never  known  to  have  an 
ailment,  until  half  the  population,  within  a  circle  of  five 
miles,  had,  with  grave  countenances,  felt  the  mysterious  touch 
and  heard  the  more  mysterious  JM*gon  of  the  would-be  great 
physician.  The  deaf  and  the  dumb,  the  lame  and  the  blind, 
the  sick  and  the  well,  the  intelligent  and  ignorant,  the  rich 
and  the  poor,  alike  sought,  with  wonder,  deference,  and  faith, 
the  council  room  of  the  stranger. 

As  a  strong  evidence  of  his  apostolic  mission,  he  charged 
nothing  for  his  labors,  but  went  about  doing  good,  looking  to 
Heaven  only  for  his  reward.     This  was  a  magic  bait  to  catch 
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patients ;  for,  though  he  charged  nothing,  it  was  diatinetly 
nnderstood  that  all  cash  favors  wonld  be  thankfully  reoeired 
and  accredited  to  the  Lord,  and  I  am  credibly  informed,  thal^ 
in  two  weeks  stay  here,  he  took  over  two  hundred  doUarB^ 
while  his  expenses  were  nothing,  for  he  boarded  and  lodged 
with  his  patients.  At  the  expiration  of  about  two  weeks,  lie 
was  shrewd  enough  to  leave  for  parts  unknown,  in  search  of  m 
new  field  of  labor,  and  a  new  crop  of  fools. 

The  readers  of  the  Lancet  may  very  properly  be  inquiaitiTa 
as  to  curative  results.     So  far  as  I  know,  benefit  is   claimed 
in  but  one  case.     As  that  case  was  one  of  some  interest  and 
supposed  to  be  quite  miraculous,  I  will  give  the  reader  m 
hasty  sketch  of  it.    I  saw  the  patient  but  once,  and  than 
only  because  of  the  absence  of  the  regular  attendant.     The 
patient  was  a  female,  about  17  years  of  age,  laboring  under 
the  most  incessant  cough  I  ever  saw.     She  had  been  nearly 
frightened  to  death  by  her  physician,  who  assured  her  friends 
she  had  quick  eansumpiianj  and  must  soon  die.    After  a  care* 
ful  and  patient  examination,  I  concluded  the  symptoms  were 
wholly  hysterical.     I  assured  the  patient  and  her  friends,  that 
quite  too  unfavorable  an  opinion  had  been  formed  of  her  case, 
that  her  lungs  were  sound,  that  the   cough,  and  pain,  &c^ 
were  wholly  nervov^s.     I  advised  tonics,  antispasmodics,  and 
abundant  exercise  in  the  open  air.     As  she  was  bed-ridden, 
the  last  item  of  direction  was  considered  the  height  of  pre- 
sumption  and  folly,  and  hence,  disregarded.     It  may  not  be 
amiss  to  say  here,  that  her  regular  attendant  assured  me  the 
cough  was  gradually  subsiding,  under  the  influence  of  the 
antispasmodics,  when  he  was  superseded  by  the  mystic  dis- 
penser of  prayers.     After  completing  his  ceremonials,  he  told 
her  to  get  up  and  walk,  which  she  did.     The  spell  being  now 
broken,  she  continued  to  walk  daily,  and  to  gradually  improve. 
The  father  of  the  girl  had  a  nasal  polypus,  which  nose  our 
hero  continued  to  touch  and  pray  over  daily,  for  several  days; 
but  strange  to  say,  the  polypus  refused  to  be  destroyed  by 
such  weapons. 
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It  is  really  surprising  to  see  with  what  facility  people  are 
deluded  upon  the  subject  of  medicine.  They  no  sooner  aban- 
don one  humbug,  than  they  are  taken  captive  by  another. 
Experience  teaches  no  lessons  in  this  respect,  for  the  same 
persons  who  are  humbugged  by  a  feather^  are  taken  captive 
by  the  next  wm,  and  the  greater  the  humbug,  the  greater, 
usually,  is  the  number  of  the  victims  of  the  delusion. 


A  Case  iUtistrating  the    HI  effects  of  Quinine.     By   John 
Greenwald,  M.  D.,  Cincinnati. 

The  attention  of  the  profession  having  of  late  been  called 
to  this  subject,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  give  publicity  to  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  a  case  that  occurred  in  my  hands,  about  a 
year  and  a  half  ago.  It  is  evident  from  the  nature  and  pro- 
gress of  the  case  that,  in  this  instance,  quinine  was  far  from 
preserving  and  transmitting  its  established  and  unquestioned 
reputation.  There  was  no  feature  in  the  case  to  warrant  the 
idea  of  complication ;  nothing,  in  the  least,  indicative  of  cer- 
ebral disease  or  derangement,  until  the  patient  had  taken  a 
part  of  a  quantity  of  quinine  that  was  prescribed  him.  The 
patient  was  a  Mr.  S  r,  on  Mohawk  street,  of  this  city.  I 
was  called  to  see  him  on  the  5th  of  August,  1855,  foimd  him 
affected  with  functional  derangement  of  the  liver,  his 
tongue  was  covered  with  a  thick,  bilious  coat,  and  his  evacua- 
tions were  in  keeping  with  the  former  symptoms.  Ordered 
calomel  and  opium.  Called  to  see  him  the  following  morn- 
ing, and  then  ordered  a  dose  of  oil  and  turpentine,  to  be  taken 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day.  On  my  third  visit  found 
him  up  and  about  his  room,  in  good  spirits,  complaining  of 
nothing  but  a  disposition  to  perspire.  Gave  him  the  follow* 
ing  prescription : 

8r. — Mass  Hydrarg.,  gr.  viij. 

Sulph.  Quin.  3i. 

Pulv.  G.  Opii,  gr  ij. 

M.  ft.  pil.  No.  8. 

Give  one  erery  4  hours. 
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At  my  fonrth  visit,  I  immediately  peroeiyed,  on  entering 
his  room,  that  something  untoward  had  set  in  since  my  lael 
visit.  I  was  at  once  informed,  that  soon  after  taking  the 
first  pill  he  experienced  strange  sensationtj  that  his  ears  begaa 
to  hum,  &c.,  amountiDg  to  a  pretty  considerable  degree  of 
quininism,  which,  however,  abated  some  after  awhile,  but 
tinned  in  a  mild  degree  up  to  the  time  of  his  taking  the 
ond  pill.  The  second  pill  tended  but  to  aggravate  the 
eflFect  of  the  first.-  When  the  time  for  taking  the  third  pill 
came  round,  he  objected  to  it,  declaring  that  his  medicine  was 
too  strong  for  his  nerves.  His  wife,  however,  dissuaded  him 
from  his  determination  not  to  take  any  more,  by  saying  that 
probably  his  case  needed  a  powerful  impression  upon  hie 
nerves,  and  that  his  medical  attendant  knew  well  what  he  wae 
about.  He  accordingly  took  the  third,  but  its  influenoe  wae 
such,  that  he  soon  became  sleepy,  and  continued  so  during 
the  whole  of  next  night ;  but,  as  this  night  rolled  round,  he 
perceived  that  his  ability  to  move  hi&i  extremities  of  the  left 
side  was  gradually  ^e^erting  him,  which  loss,  by  the  follow- 
ing morning,  was  entire.  An  examination  corroborated  hie 
narration  of  his  paralysis.  He  was  quite  talkative  and  per- 
fectly rational.  His  wife  informed  me  that  at  no  time  in  the 
night  referred  to,  was  he  so  soporose  that  he  was  not  readily 
awakened  by  being  spoken  to.  This  was  my  last  visit.  No 
argument  I  could  summon  to  my  aid  sufficed  to  continue  their 
confidence  in  me,  and  I  never  returned  to  see  my  unfortunate 
patient. 

Some  six  months  subsequently,  I  saw  hini  in  the  streets  in 
the  capacity  of  a  nurse,  a  perfect  eyesore  to  me,  and  stiU  a 
case  of  hemiplegia. 


Bum%  and  Scalds. — ^By  T.  J.  Coglet,  M.  D. — Madison,  Ind. 
For  several  years  I  have  entertained  a  half  formed  resolo- 
tion  to  send  a  few  lines  to  some  Medical  journal,  for  publica- 
tion, on  the  above  named  subject.  I  had  almost  abandoned 
the  idea,  when  I  noticed  by  some  remarks  of  the  editor  of 
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the  Lancet,  in  the  January  No.,  that  the  local  treatment  of 
recent  bums  is  still  a  mooted  question.  It  appears  to  me 
strange  that  the  treatment  of  these  accidents — ^which  must 
necessarily  be  almost  coeval  with  the  human  race — should 
still  remain  unsettled.  Nor  do  I  propose  wholly  to  cut  the 
Gordion  knot,  and  establish  a  perfect  uniformity  in  their 
management,  in  all  time  to  come,  yet  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  at  least  a  step  or  two  may  be  taken  towards  so  desirable 
a  consummation. 

Acting  solely  from  a  desire  to  attain  truth,  I  long  since 
&irly  tested  all  the  appliances,  in  the  treatment  of  bums,  I 
have  ever  known  to  be  recommended,  in  or  out  of  the  pro- 
fession, which  I  judged  worthy  of  notice,  and  the  result  has 
been,  that  for  about  twelve  years  I  have  laid  them  nearly  all 
aside. 

As  I  have  no  notion  of  writing  a  dissertation  on  the  sub- 
ject, I  shall  merely  state  how  I  came  to  entertain  my  present 
opinions.  Whilst  experimenting,  in  my  office,  with  some 
phosphorus,  a  stick  of  it  adhered  to  one  of  my  fingers,  and 
becoming  ignited,  bumed,  very  deeply,  the  entire  surface  of 
Che  finger.  I  dressed  it  with  the  linamentum  calcis,  because 
that  was  the  regular  practice,  and,  as  was  also  ^^  regular y^  I 
regularly  changed  the  dressing  once  or  twice  a  day.  For  an 
hour  or  more,  after  each  dressing,  I  suffered  excruciatingly ; 
then  it  remained  quite  comfortable  until  again  dressed. — 
After  thus  suffering  indescribable  agony,  twice  daily  for  a 
week,  I  determined  that,  whatever  the  result  might  be,  I 
would  not  change  the  dressing  on  the  following  day.  To  my 
surprise  it  gave  me  no  pain  upon  the  first  day  lletU  alone. 
It  felt  so  well  upon  the  second  day,  that  I  still  let  it  alone, 
and  upon  each  subsequent  day  it  was  so  comfortable  that  I 
never  dressed  it  again,  and  in  a  week  it  was  well  enough  to 
take  the  ^^rag*^  entirely  off.  It  was  a  very  striking  fact  in 
the  case,  that  all  my  acute  suffering  terminated  when  I  ceased 
iipplying  the  liniment  of  linseed  oil  and  lime  water. 

Just  at  this  time,  when  I  was  experimenting  upon  my 
Vol.  xyiil — ^12. 
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finger,  I  was  summoned  to  attend  an  infant  of  six  or  nine 
months,  which  had  fallen  forward  out  of  its  little  chair,  in 
which  it  had  been  left  tied  by  its  mother — who  had  stepped  to 
bring  in  some  wood — ^upon  its  face  into  a  bed  of  red  hot 
hickory  coals,  that  had  been  raked  forward  preparatory  to 
^^  making  a  fire."  When  the  mother  returned,  it  was  roasting 
upon  the  coals.  Its  entire  face  and  forehead  were  literal^ 
roasted:  the  cornea  resembling  a  piece  of  hard  cooked  white 
of  egg.  Believing  that  it  must  inevitably  die,  I  simplj 
smeared  the  face  all  over  with  linseed  oil,  and  applied  over 
this  a  piece  of  cotton  batting ;  opposite  the  mouth  and  nose 
I  made  holes.  Sometime  during  the  day,  the  child  ceased 
crying,  and  fell  asleep.  It  had  nothing  but  ^^nuru'\  Less 
reaction  followed  the  bum  than  I  anticipated.  At  my  dailj 
visits  I  was  strongly  importuned  to  ^'  dress"  the  bum.  The 
child  seemed  to  be  doing  well,  and  I  declined,  except  to 
allow  a  little  linseed  oil  to  be  smeared  over  the  external 
surface  of  the  cotton.  At  length  the  neighbors  interfered, 
and  I  should  have  been  compelled  to  dress  it  with  the  lina- 
mentum  calcis,  had  I  not  succeeded  in  inducing  the  belief 
that  the  pain  attendant  upon  changing  the  dressing,  would 
kill  the  child,  at  the  same  time  adducing  my  own  recent  expe- 
rience. But  above  all,  and  this  was  the  prevailing  argument, 
I  stated  that  to  change  the  dressing  would  produce  a  most 
hideous  scar,  and  if  left  alone,  there  would  be  little  or  no 
scar.  The  child,  a  female,  was  evidently  convalescent,  and 
the  threatened  scar  prevailed.  The  primary  dressing  of 
linseed  oil  and  cotton  remained  on  until  the  burnt  Burhee 
was  entirely  healed,  when  it  dropped  off,  and  to  the  complete 
astonishment  of  the  neighborhood  and  myself — ^though  I  had 
predicted  it,  partly  to  induce  them  to  let  it  alone — ^there  was 
not  the  least  scar  or  scab.  It  was  a  perfect  cure.  The 
opacity  of  the  comea,  as  it  was  confined  to  its  conjunctivil 
cohering,  passed  off  spontaneously  in  a  short  time.  It  is  truly 
surprising  how  speedily  opacity  of  the  comea  from  a  bora 
.:-H>f  which  I  have  seen  many  oases— disappears  without  aey 
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treatment.  I  presume  it  is  explicable  on  the  same  principle 
that  nei>rlj  all  bnms  get  well  so  rapidly,  simply  by  excluding 
all  irritants  ;  namely,  it  is  an  injury  done  to  a  sound  part,  the 
patient  being  generally  in  perfect  health.  The  vis  medicatrix 
naturoB  is  active  and  vigorous,  and  only  requires  that  we 
should  not  disturb  it. 

From  that  time  to  the  present,  my  first  application  to  all 
manner  of  burns  and  scalds  has  been,  simply,  linseed  oil  and 
cotton  ;  when  I  could  not  procure  cotton,  one  or  more  thick- 
nesses of  muslin.  It  has  been  my  lot  to  see  a  large  number 
of  bums  and  scalds,  caused  by  wood  coal,  stone  coal,  red  hot 
iron,  melted  iron,  melted  lead,  zinc,  copper,  hot  water,  hot 
lard,  steam  and  powder,  and  in  all  cases,  I  have  applied  the 
same  simple  dressing ;  and,  except  when  the  burn  was  very 
deep,  suppurating  profusely,  and  smelling  very  badly,  I  have 
not  removed  the  first  dressing  until  the  burn  was  entirely 
healed.  I  have  never  attended  a  case  which  proved  fatal,  and 
but  a  few  where  there  was  any  scar  left.  After  the  first  few 
hours,  patients  treated  in  this  way  are  almost  entirely  free 
from  suffering  during  the  whole  period,  which  is  ordinarily 
but  a  few  days.  Medicine,  internally,  is  rarely  necessary, 
and  should  be  as  simple  as  the  local  treatment ;  a  dose  of  cas- 
tor oil  or  salts  answers  very  well  to  moderate  excessive  reac- 
tion, or  remove  costiveness.  Permitting  the  first  dressing  to 
remain  on,  supersedes  almost  entirely  the  necessity  of  giving 
anodynes.  Nor  am  I  wholly  without  authority  in  my  general 
plan.  Cooper,  in  his  "  First  Lines,"  says:  "  The  inflamma- 
tion of  superficial  bums  has  a  natural  tendency  to  resolution, 
and,  as  this  happens  under  the  influence  of  both  hot  and  cold 
applications,  one  is  almost  inclined  to  believe  that  nature^  in 
effecting  the  cure  of  most  cases  of  superficial  bums,  needs  but 
little  assistance  from  art;  and  that,  whatever  degree  of  credit 
practitioners  may  take  to  themselves  for  the  spontaneous  results 
which  occur  under  different  modes  of  treatment,  the  case  in 
reality  ought  to  he  ascribed  to  nature.^* 

I  presume  olive  oil,  castor  oil,  or  other  oils,  might  answer 
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the  purpose ;  but  I  have  always  been  able  to  procure  tlie  lia» 
seed  oil,  and  believe  it  to  be  less  irritating  and  more  agreeaUe^ 
on  the  whole,  than  any  other  kind.  Its  modu9  operandi  I  do 
not  profess  to  know ;  nor  do  I  believe  any  body  knowa.  I 
simply  know  the  result.  I  do  not  believe  that  it  acts  by  exdiH 
ding  the  atmosphere.  I  have  never  believed  much  in  the  injiH 
rious  effects  of  contact  with  that  agent,  since  I  have  noticed 
all  sorts  of  sores  upon  animals  healing  kindly,  although  coin 
stantly  exposed  to  it.  I  believe  the  same  simple  applicatiou 
to  be,  getierally,  equally  applicable  to  deep  bums ;  yet,  in  m 
deep  ulcer,  remaining  after  a  burn,  in  a  debilitated,  or  in  any 
way  depraved  state  of  the  system,  I  should  feel  inclined  to 
resort  to  solutions  of  nitrate  silver,  sulphate  zinc,  or  unguea- 
tum  resinffi.  In  ordinary  cases,  in  healthy  constitutionfly  they 
are  unnecessary. 


Suhciitaneou9  Division  of  the  Tunica  Vaginali$j  for  tie  cma 
of  Hydrocele.  By  Dr.  Nagle.  [Translated  from  the 
Oester  Zeitschriftj  1,  5,  1855,  for  the  Western  Lancet.  By 
W.  Krausb,  M.  D.,  Cincinnati.) 

Though  injections,  especially  of  iodine,  have  supplanted 
nearly  all  other  methods  of  operation  for  hydrocele,  yet  thej 
are  not  quite  free  from  danger,  nor  are  their  results  as  certain 
as  have  been  claimed  for  them  by  many  surgeons.  Re-effusion^ 
suppuration,  gangrene,  do  often  follow  that  practice,  and  even 
fatal  results  have  been  recorded.  The  severity  of  the  pain 
caused  by  the  injected  fluid,  is,  as  experience  shows,  out  of 
proportion  to  the  inflanunation  following  the  operation.  Tlie 
surgeon,  moreover,  is  unable  to  state  whether  the  free  sor&oe 
of  the  vaginal  membrane  is  covered  with  matter  exuded,  or 
not.  He  lacks,  therefore  all  measure  of  the  degree  of  tem- 
perature and  concentration  to  which  the  injecting  fluid  is  to 
be  brought,  and  the  whole  proceeding,  therefore,  bears  a  very 
empirical  aspect.  Dr.  Nagle  believes,  that  the  operation  does 
not  aim  so  much  at  establishing  adhesive  inflammationi  but 
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rather  to  promote  the  absorhing  power  of  the  diseased  mem- 
brane. This  end  is  attained  very  often  by  the  mechanical 
stimulus  of  a  simple  puncture,  or  an  acute  inflammation  is 
brought  about,  which  removes  the  chronic  eflnsion  in  a  simi- 
lar manner ;  as,  an  acute  blennorhagia  may  cure  the  chronic 
flux,  which  preceded  it.  (?)  Besides  the  chemical  effect  of  the 
alcoholic  liquids,  chiefly  used  for  injection,  is  not  to  be  over- 
looked«  Whatever  remains  of  serous  fluid  in  the  tunica  vagi- 
nalis after  the  puncture,  may  be  coagulated  and  serve  for 
uniting  its  walls.  The  obliteration  of  its  capillary  vessels,  as 
not  unfrequently  found  past-mortemj  renders  it  likely,  that 
the  fluid  injected  coagulates  even  the  blood  in  the  capillaries. 

The  subcutaneous  division  of  the  tunica  vaginalis,  as  pro- 
posed by  Jobert,  and  lately  recommended  by  Buhring,  is  an 
operation  devoid  of  danger,  and  applicable  to  congenital 
hydrocele.  It  appears  preferable  to  injection  on  account  of 
the  greater  certainty  with  which  it  effects  the  obliteration  of 
the  cavity.  The  germ  of  this  proceeding  may  be  found  in 
the  advice  of  some  surgeons,  to  scratch  the  tunica  vaginalis 
with  the  trocar,  used  for  puncture.  An  analogous  proceeding 
is  the  subcutaneous  operation  for  ganglia,  by  Malgaigne. 
This  method,  however,  is  not  only  justifiable  a  priori,  but 
Bnhring's  experiments  secured  it  a  place  in  operative  surgery. 
Nagle  found  it  lately  successful  twice  under  very  unfavorable 
eircumstances. 

A  slenderly  built  and  pale  faced  soldier,  aged  23,  who  suf- 
fered from  a  moderate  hypertrophy  of  the  left  ventricle  of 
the  heart,  had  recently  acquired  a  hydrocele  on  the  left  side, 
which  was  presumed  to  contain  about  six  ounces  of  serum. 
The  Doctor  injected,  after  the  escape  of  the  fluid,  a  mixture 
of  equal  parts  of  the  tincture  of  iodine  and  digitalis,  which 
was  left  in  the  sac,  until  it  produced  severe  pain.  While  the 
injected  fluid  was  running  out,  some  fibrinous  coagula  repeat- 
edly obstructed  the  canula,  and  air  entered  the  cavity.  On 
the  next  day,  there  was  considerable  swelling  and  general 
reaction,  although  moderate.    The  patient  took  digitalis  with 
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iodide  of  potajssimn  internally.    Locally  the  tr.  of  iodine  irHli 
tr.  of  digitalis  were  applied,  and  subsequently  collodion,  00 
as  to  produce  a  moderate  compression.    On  the  4th  day^  m 
good  deal  of  fluid  had  re-accumulated,  which  was  l^t  out  the 
next.    On  the  8th,  a  repetition  of  the  puncture  became  neoee- 
sary,  and  the  19th  after  the  operation,  the  sac  was  distended 
as  much  as  ever.     The  Doctor  then  resorted  to  the  sabcutaoe- 
ous  division.     He  plunged  a  tenotomy  knife  in  at  the  lowest 
point  of  the  swelling,  carried  it  upwards  and  divided  the 
tunica  propria  twice  from  above  downwards.    Some  eoagola 
escaped  with  the  serum  by  the  neck  oi  the  tenotome.     Pain 
and  loss  of  blood  were  slight.    A  bandage  of  adhesive  plas* 
ter,  was  then  applied  to  prevent  hemorrhage  into  the  emptied 
cavity.     Two  days  after  the  plaster  was  removed,  and  the 
oedema  of  the  scrotum  treated  for  a  short  time,  with  dry  heat. 
On  the  9th  day,  the  patient  was  discharged,  cured ;  coalea- 
ence  between  testicle,  tunica  propria  and  dartos  oonld  die- 
tinctly  be  felt ;  no  trace  of  a  liquid  nor  morbid  sensitiveness. 
No  return  took  place,  though  the  patient  did  not  abstain  {rem 
active  physical  exercise. 

The  same  operation  was  performed  with  the  same  result  on 
a  boy,  13  years  of  age.  Both  puncture,  and  drawing  of  a 
thread  through  the  sac,  left  therein  for  several  days,  had  pro- 
ven of  no  avail.  The  subcutaneous  division  was  hardly 
attended  by  general  reaction.  The  boy  could'not  be  confined 
to  his  bed,  the  local  inflamation  was  hardly  perceptible,  and 
yet  the  cure  complete. 

The  author  closes  his  remarks  by  stating  his  preference  for 
the  subcutaneous  operation  before  the  injection,  whenever  a 
single  puncture  has  proved  inadequate  to  effect  a  cure. 

As  the  results  of  T.  Buhring's  and  T.  F.  Heyfelder's  op^ 
rations  for  Hydrocele,  are  perhaps  not  known  yet  at  large  to 
the  profession  of  the  United  Scates,  I  beg  leave  to  furnish 
for  the  Lancet  an  abstract  from  the  reports  of  these  phy8»>» 
cians  on  the  respective  operation,  as  given  in  the  IhuUek^ 
minik,  (44,  48,  61, 1864.) 
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Among  ihe  yarious  operative  means  against  hydrocele,  so 
Buhring  sajs,  incision  and  injection  have  been  most  generally 
adopted.  The  method  of  Baudens  being  only  a  combination 
of  the  seton  with  the  injections.  The  simple,  idiopathic 
hydrocele,  however,  is  usually  so  little  troublesome,  and  its 
consequences  so  free  from  any, danger,  that  the  greater  num- 
ber of  such  patients  do  not  submit  to  an  operation,  which  lays 
the  testicle  bare.  Most  of  them  consent  to  an  injection,  which, 
as  known,  is  made  with  the  most  different  substances,  port- 
wine,  alcohol,  iodine,  chloroform,  etc.  The  uncertainty  of 
these  means,  however,  is  equally  known,  the  sensitiveness  of 
the  tunica  vaginalis  can  scarcely  ever  be  told  in  anticipation, 
and  the  use  of  too  irritating  a  liquid  is  very  apt  to  bring  on 
unpleasant  symptoms.  Dieffenbach  operated  exclusively  by 
incision,  regarding  injection  more  difficult  in  its  execution, 
less  certain  in  its  results,  and  at  least  equally  dangerous.  K 
the  testicle  be  diseased,  and  an  erroneous  diagnosis  made,  which, 
as  every  body  knows,  sometimes  occurs,  irritating  injections 
might  imperil  the  patient's  life  to  the  utmost  degree.  Buh- 
ring, therefore,  recommends  on  his  experience  from  11  opera- 
tions, subcutaneous  division  as  the  operation,  whenever  the 
tunica  vaginalis  and  testis  are  found  not  to  be  involved  in 
serious  (?)  disease. 

The  operation  is  as  follows ; 

After  the  paitient  has  seated  himself  as  for  puncture,  on  the 
anterior  edge  of  a  chair,  the  surgeon  takes  the  scrotum  in  his 
left  hand,  so  as  to  secure  the  testicle  and  spermatic  cord,  to 
push  the  liquid  forward,  and  to  render  the  tunica  propria  tense. 
An  assistant  may  compress  the  tumor  from  the  sides ;  if  it 
IS  very  voluminous.  Then,  a  sickle-formed  tenotome  is 
plunged  in  at  the  inferior  end  of  the  hydrocele,  the  back  of 
the  knife  turned  towards  the  testicle,  and  its  blade  parallel  to 
the  longitudinal  axis  of  the  tumor. 

The  penetration  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  is  known  partly  by 
the  feeling  of  diminished  resistance,  partly  by  the  escape  of 
fluid  by  the  sides  of  the  knife«    After  some  portion  of  the 
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fluid  has  been  allowed  to  escape,  the  tenotome  Is  oarafUlj 
carried  up  to  about  a  half  inch  below  the  inguinal  ring,  ihMi 
its  handle  lowered,  so  that  the  point  of  the  tenotome  pierces 
the  tunica  vaginalis  from  within  outwards,  and  as  soon  as  the 
palpating  thumb  of  the  surgeon  distinguishes  the  pmnt  of  the 
instrument  in  the  subscrotal  cellular  tissue,  the  tenotome  » 
drawn  downwards,  thus  dividing  subcutaneously  the  anterior 
wall  of  the  tunica  propria  in  its  entire  length.  With  hydro- 
cele of  minor  circumference,  this  one  cut  is  sufficient,  in  laiw 
ger  ones  some  more  incisions  are  to  be  made  radius^Iike,  een* 
tering  from  above  towai^s  the  point  of  puncture*  The  skin 
of  the  scrotum  is  exposed  to  no  injury,  if  the  thumb  follow 
the  point  of  the  tenotome  on  its  way  down.  The  flbrons 
sheath  of  the  testicle  is,  moreover,  easier  divided  than  the  lax 
cellular  tissue.  As  soon,  as  the  sac  has  emptied  itself,  the 
instrument  is  withdrawn  and  the  now  flaccid  scrotum,  through 
which  the  subcutaneous  wound  in  the  tunica  vaginalis  is  reSf^ 
dily  felt,  wrapped  in  raw  cotton  and  placed  into  a  well  fi^ 
ting  suspensory. 

For  a  few*  days  after  the  operation,  the  patient  has  to  keep 
quiet.  Violent  reaction  never  fell  under  his  observation ;  some 
of  the  patients  even  attended  to  their  usual  business  immedi- 
ately after  the  operation.  After  some  days,  a  doughy  intn- 
mescence  is  felt,  which  seems  to  be  continuous  with  the  testi* 
de,  and  partly  depends  on  blood  extravasated»  partly  on 
inflammatory  swelling.  This  begins  to  subside  on  the  8d  dsj^ 
the  tumor  becomes  smaller  and  harder,  and  is  tender  only  on 
strong  pressure,  until  towards  the  10th  day  tiie  form  of  the 
testicle,  tightly  enclosed  by  the  tunioa  vaginalis,  has  become 
fully  distinct.  Still  it  remains  somewhat  more  solid  and 
Iiarder,  often  for  months,  sometimes  also  hard  lumps  of  mat- 
ter exuded  on  the  testicle  or  along  the  eqpermatic  cord  are  peiw 
eeptible  to  the  touch.  Finally,  also,  these  residua  of  the 
inflammation  disappear,  and  nothing  abnormal  remains  to  be 

seen. 
Heyfdder  aays^  Hennemann  described  and  practioed  this  ^ 
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meihod  in  1848.  He  himself  operated  twice  by  a  suboutaneotts 
crucial  incision  for  hydrocele ;  very  severe  inflammation  of 
the  testis  and  spermatic  cord  followed,  which  extended  up  to 
the  abdomen,  and  made  the  scrotum  suppurate.  True,  the 
patients  recovered  and  were  completely  cured.  He  however, 
was  unable  to  detect  any  special  advantage  from  the  subcuta- 
neous operation,  and,  therefore,  abandoned  it.  He  is,  how* 
ever,  willing  to  admit,  that  the  more  favorable  results  of 
Buhring  invite  to  further  trial,  though  in  his  opinion,  the 
division,  if  less  irritating,  and  consequently  less  dangerous, 
will  be  less  certain  in  its  result.  A  term  of  two  years  does 
not  settle  the  question  of  return.  Instead  of  an  envelope  of 
cotton,  he  recommends  straps  of  adhesive  plaster,  as  first  used 
by  Fricke  for  epidydimitis.  They  are  equally  advantageous 
in  caes  of  ganglia,  after  the  subcutaneoous  division  of  the  cyst. 

Buhring,  again,  gives  the  honor  of  priority  of  the  opera- 
tion to  Jobert,  who  performed  it  the  first  in  the  June  of  1840, 
on  a  healthy  man  of  60.  After  9  days,  no  difierence  could  be 
detected  in  the  testicle.  This  method,  says  Jobert,  is  fol- 
lowed by  no  evil  consequences,  not  even  remarkable  local 
re-action.  It  is  easy  to  perform ;  the  surgeon  follows  the 
point  of  the  knife  with  his  eye,  which  teaches  him,  that  the 
skin  has  not  been  injured,  while  his  ear  tells  him,  whether  he 
divided  the  tunica  vaginalis  or  not. 

The  reporter  on  Jobert's  operation  in  the  Gaz.  des  Hopitaux^ 
of  the  28th  July,  of  1840,  considers  it  as  a  fact,  that  the 
operation  can  by  no  means  be  injurious  to  the  health  of  the 
patient.  In  the  three  cases  of  Hennemann,  the  cure  was  com- 
plete in  a  few  days  without  any  unpleasant  results.  Only  in 
one  instance,  that  of  an  aged  man  of  60  years,  where  H.  intro- 
duced a  little  stick  into  the  sac  through  the  wound,  in  which 
it  was  left  for  three  days,  some  fluid  was  found  reaceumulated 
after  15  months.  It  did  not,  however,  increase  in  quantity. 
B.  expresses,  further,  his  surprise,  that  such  a  simple  and 
excellent  operation  could  fall  into  oblivion  even  in  France. 

Finally,  he  regards  the  time  of  two  years,  as  amply  suffi 
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cient  to  answer  the  qaestion  as  to  the  pemiaiient  effeet  of  tlii 
proceeding.  K  the  operation  removed  the  tendency  to  abnmw 
xnal  secretion,  restored  the  balance  between  secretion  and 
absorption,  or  caused  the  obliteration  of  the  sac,  no  more  efih* 
sion  will  ever  take  place,  or  it  most  appear  a  short  time  aftor 
the  operation,  if  this  is  ineffectual.  Obliteration  of  the  8M 
is  no  necessary  condition  for  the  cure  of  hydrocele ;  it  suffioet 
to  evacuate  the  fluid  by  a  puncture,  if  it  is  being  no  mor« 
secreted  in  excess.  It  may  even  be  absorbed  spontaneoudy. 
Huton's  post-mortem  dissections,  establish  the  fact  beyond 
doubt,  that  in  a  great  number  of  those  cases,  treated  by  the 
injection  of  iodine  and  radically  cured  by  it,  the  walls  of  tlit 
tunica  vaginalis  are  not  agglutinated,  but  simply  lie  in  con* 
tact  with  each  other.  The  restoration  of  the  proper  secretioB 
from  the  diseased  membrane,  is  certainly  to  be  looked  npoft 
as  the  most  rational,  physiological  cure,  while  the  complete 
union  and  obliteration  of  the  sac  represents  a  pathological 
cure,  one  morbid  change  being  superseded  by  another  less 
.important  one.  B.  observed  no  relapse  in  11  of  the  caaea 
treated  by  Jobert  and  Hennemann,  only  one  partially 
returned.  We  have,  therefore,  a  sufficient  number  of  opera* 
tions  before  us,  to  secure  to  the  subcutaneous  method  Ae 
right  of  a  more  extensive  trial. 

In  connection  with  these  observations,  it  may 'not  be  vnili* 
teresting  to  learn  the  results  of  Langenbeck's  practice  in  the 
treatment  of  hydrocele.  Though  I  heard  him  admit,  thai 
the  puncture  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  is  usuidly  sufficient,  to 
cure  the  evil  with  children,  yet  he  principally  relies  in  sadi 
oases  on  the  seton,  consisting  only  of  one  woolen  thready 
loosely  tied  over  the  scrotum,  and  left  to  remain  in  its  place 
from  one  to  three  days,  the  time  of  its  removal  depending  oft 
the  degree  of  reaction. 

The  use  of  Lugol's  injecting  fluid  on  adults,  was  in  genera} 
unsatisfactory.  In  cases  of  return,  Langenbeck,  as  a  clever 
operator,  divides  the  skin  and  tunica  propria  with  one  strokf 
of  the  knife.    Immediately  after  he  applies  asutorCy  in  ordar 
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to  preveDt  by  its  pressure,  secondary  hemorrhage  from  the 
edges  of  the  wound.  The  suture  is  removed  after  12  to  24 
hours.  Should  suppuration  follow,  pressure  on  the  scrotum 
is  carefully  to  be  avoided ;  even  so  much  as  may  seem  expedi- 
ent to  discharge  the  pus,  is  inadmissable,  as  the  scrotum  under 
such  circumstances  does  not  tolerate  pressure  of  any  kind. 
If  the  pus  should  burrow  downwards  in  spite  of  an  appropri- 
ate position  of  the  acrotom,  counter-incisions  are  to  be  made. 


Speech  of  M.  Velpeau^  in  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  Nov.  26, 
1856,  during  the  discussion  of  Ovariotomy ,  and  the  value  of 
Iodine  injections  into  Ovarian  cysts,  (Translated  from  the 
Oaz.  des  Hopitavxj  for  the  Western  Lancet,  by  J.  H.  T.) 

The  question  under  discussion  before  the  Academy  is  very 
complex.  Its  solution  requires  that  one  should  first  know 
the  ordinary  duration  of  the  malady,  then  its  natural  gravity, 
and  finally  the  value  of  the  treatment  employed  to  combat  it: 
to  know,  for  example,  if  a  simple  puncture  will  cure  it,  and 
in  what  proportion  such  cases  occur :  in  supposing  that  we 
.  adopt,  in  preference,  the  method  of  using  iodine  injections,  to 
ascertain  whether  the  iodine  liquor  is  preferable  to  others, 
and  finally  to  distinguish  the  different  kinds  of  cysts  from 
each  other. 

In  the  first  place,  can  the  duration  of  ovarian  cysts  be 
determined  ?  What  has  been  said  upon  this  point  is  far  from 
being  precise.  Some  have  given  ten,  six,  and  two  years ;  but 
how  have  they  arrived  at  such  conclusions.  At  its  commence- 
ment, that  is,  when  the  cyst  is  no  larger  than  an  orange,  its 
existence  is  almost  always  unknown ;  and  when  the  physician 
is  called  in,  it  is  generally  very  difficult  to  appreciate  the 
epoch  to  which  its  origin  goes  back.  Besides,  is  it  not  well 
known  to  what  an  extent  these  cysts  like  all  other  serous 
collections  vary  in  their  march  ?  Among  the  dropsies  of  the 
tumica  vaginals  for  example,  there  are  those  which  acquire 
in  six  months  a  degree  of  development  which  others  require 
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six  years  to  attain.  On  the  other  hand,  aooording  •■  the 
females  are  more  or  less  observant,  as  they  may  be  more  or 
less  thin  in  the  abdominal  walls,  we  can  easfly  peroeive  how 
different  would  likely  be  the  period  at  which  such  tamon 
would  first  attract  their  attention.  It  is  therefore  Tery  difll* 
cult  to  arrire  at  a  medium  for  the  duration  of  ovarian  cyste. 
Finally,  among  certain  women  cysts  make  a  very  nfii 
progress,  while  among  others  they  are  on  the  contrary  very 
slow  in  their  progress.  I  have  seen  cysts  of  the  volume  of 
the  two  fists,  in  less  than  a  year  acquire  the  size  of  the  adult 
head,  or  even  larger ;  and  arrived  at  this  point,  I  have  seen 
a  great  number  of  women  live  for  ten,  fifteen^  or  even  eighteen 
years. 

From  all  this  I  conclude  that  in  the  great  majority  of  sneli 
cases  the  females  live  more  than  six  years,  perhaps  more  thaa 
eight  years  after  the  appearance  of  an  appreciable  ovarian 
tumor:  and  since  with  many  their  existence  is  prolonged 
without  a  recourse  to  any  treatment  during  fifteen  or  eighteen 
years,  it  would  be  improper  to  oppose  to  the  disease  those 
remedies  which  are  extremely  dangerous  in  themselves.  But 
since  sooner  or  later  this  disease  will  become  mortal,  it  is 
evidently  proper  to  interfere. 

Can  ovarian  cysts  be  cured  by  pharmaceutic  treatment? 
The  negative  response  of  M.  M.  Cruvilhier  and  Trousseau  haa 
taken  me  by  surprise,  because  I  am  sure  I  have  seen  sudi 
cures  effected. 

Some  base  the  idea  of  the  incurability  of  ovarian  eyala 
upon  the  consideration  that  they  are  isolated  in  the  midst  of 
the  organism,  and  it  is  asked  how  it  is  possible  that  an 
absorption  of  the  liquid  can  take  place  ?  However,  on  refleo- 
tion,  we  may  also  ask,  why  the  organism  which  has  poured 
into  this  point  by  exhalation  such  a  large  mass  of  liquid  could 
not  retake  it  by  absorption.  This  is  a  question  which  caa 
only  be  determined  by  facts.  Does  not  hydrocele  present 
you,  though  rarely,  it  is  true,  some  examples  of  spontaneooi 
cure? 


VxLPSAU  an  Ovarian  SVimon.  189 

(M.  Yelpean  cited  on  this  subject  the  example  of  a  yonng 
man  who  had  a  hydrocele,  upon  which  he  intended  to  operate, 
but  which  disappeared  spontaneously  the  following  day.) 

When  the  cysts  are  small  and  thin,  rupture,  spontaneous 
or  accidental,  may  be  followed  by  a  cure,  as  have  been  her^ 
cited  many  examples.  But  death  is  often  likewise  the 
consequence.  In  the  statistics  of  Tilt,  of  72  cases  of  ruptures 
there  were  30  deaths,  facts  of  a  nature  not  to  render  such 
rupture  very  desirable.  Neither  is  this  a  frequent  mode  of 
termination.  I  have  seen  it  in  two  cases,  and  in  both 
instances  it  was  followed  by  death. 

I  cited  in  the  beginning  of  this  disoussion  soQie  unfortunate 
examples  of  palliatiye  puncture  followed  by  death.  I  was 
{but  from  thinking  when  citing  these  facts  that  they  would 
have  been  the  occasion  of  producing  the  numerous  and 
deplorable  statistics  which  have  been  introduced  int^  this 
discussion. 

According  to  Southam,  as  cited  by  M.  Trousseau,  in  21 
cases  of  simple  puncture  there  were  4  deaths  within  twenty-four 
hours,  3  within  a  month,  and  14  within  a  year.  According 
to  Lee,  in  36  there  were  3  deaths  within  twenty-four  hours ; 
six  in  a  few  days ;  12  within  the  year,  5  in  three  years,  1  at 
the  end  of  six  years,  and  1  at  the  end  of  fifteen  years. 
Finally,  Kiwisch  had  in  64  punctures  9  deaths  within  twenty* 
four-hours,  6  after  a  second  puncture,  and  15  after  a  third, 
fourth,  fifth  or  sixth  puncture.  It  seems  then  that  puncture 
has  been  a  very  murderous  operation  both  in  Germany  and 
England.  I  declare  that  such  a  result  does  not  seem  to  me 
possible.  Here  we  have  not  seen  anything  of  the  kind. 
I  have  said  that  I  have  had  four  cases  of  death  following 
simple  puncture,  but  these  cases  were  very  grave,  and  com- 
plex— ^were  multiple  gelatinous  cysts !  But  neither  of  those 
females  died  the  first  day;  they  all  lived  for  some  time. 
Apart  from  these  cases,  which  were  the  only  ones  followed 
by  death,  I  have  performed  during  thirty  years  a  great  num- 
ber of  palliative  punctures;  all  of  these  have  lived  five^ 
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mxj  ten,  and  some  even  fourteen  years.  This,  as  we  can  see, 
is  very  different  from  the  frightful  statistics  which  have  been 
arrayed  before  us.  To  what  is  this  to  be  attributed? 
Statistics  are  like  the  fables  of  Esop :  it  is  probable  that  Bueh 
statistics  have  been  badly  prepared.  But  I  shall  not  further 
extend  these  researches :  I  conclude  that  paHiatire  puncture 
is  not  mortal  in  itself,  and  that  in  general  it  is  inoffenaiTe* 

For  what  end  is  puncturing  useful  ?  Does  it  cure  ?  Some- 
times it  does.  I  saw  one  example  in  company  with  Recamier, 
and  Nelaton.  But  it  is  with  puncture  as  with  spontaneous 
rupture — cure  sometimes  follows,  but  this  is  exceptional  and 
not  to  be  expected. 

Is  it  without  inconvenience?  Doubtless,  No.  When  we 
are  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  it  often,  it  finally  exhausts 
the  patient;  it  should  therefore  be  rarely  employed,  and 
with  due  discretion. 

Extirpation !  Here  there  is  a  singular  contradiction 
between  the  opinions  which  we  naturally  form  of  the  gravity 
of  this  operation,  and  the  statistics  of  English  and  American 
surgeons.  I  declare  for  my  part,  that  I  give  up  all  effort  to 
explain  this  discrepancy.  This  much  is  certain,  that  I  shall 
never  venture  to  perform  such  an  operation ;  and  I  must  say 
to  the  honor  of  French  surgery,  whose  characteristic  is 
prudence,  that  this  operation  finds  no  partisans  among  us. 

Finally,  I  arrive  at  the  treatment  by  injections.  This 
method  is  not  so  new  as  seems  generally  to  be  supposed. 
It  was  practised  during  the  last  century.  How  happens  it 
then  that  it  has  of  late  excited  so  much  attention !  It  was 
natural  that  we  should  apply  to  ovarian  cysts  that  which  had 
been  done  for  hydrocele — that  has  been  done.  But,  as  the 
liquid  employed  was  always  irritant,  it  has  often  resulted, 
that  the  inflammation  has  passed  beyond  the  curative  limits^ 
and  very  serious  accidents  have  followed.  This  has  prevented 
the  general  use  of  these  injections.  But  the  moment  that  it 
was  demonstrated  to  me  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  provoke 
9k  very  active  inflammation  of  the  sides  of  a  cyst  in.  order  le 
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arrive  at  a  cure,  and  that  iodine,  which  is  far  less  irritating 
than  urine,  would  produce  the  degree  of  irritation  necessary 
for  that  result,  without  causing  any  of  the  dangers  inherent 
to  the  employment  of  the  preparations  of  alcohol.  I  foresaw 
at  once  all  the  advantages  which  would  result  from  the 
application  of  it  in  the  treatment  of  hydrocele,  and  all  other 
cysts.  This  question  is,  moreover,  not  new,  for  it  was  dis- 
cussed here  in  1846,  and  when  at  that  period  I  announced  my 
opinions  upon  the  subject,  they  were  supported  by  A.  B&rard, 
and  M.  Jobert,  and  opposed  by  Blandin,  Gerdy,  and  Eoux. 
It  is  from  the  date  of  that  discussion  that  many  surgeons 
have  begun  to  work,  and  that  M.  Boinet  commenced  his 
experiments  and  to  study  the  facts  with  such  zeal  and  care 
that,  in  the  end,  he  has  appropriated  this  especial  method  to 
himself,  and  associated  it  with  his  name. 

From  the  practice  of  M.  M.  Boinet,  Robert,  Mohod, 
Demarquay,  Hugier,  Briquet,  Nelaton,  and  my  own,  we  have 
a  total  of  130  operations.  Let  us  see  what  is  the  result  of 
an  analysis  of  these  130  cases.  Of  this  number,  80  have 
died  and  sixty-four  been  cured ;  30  dead  in  130  operations  ! 
This  seems  a  very  large  number,  and  I  should  be  little  dis- 
posed to  defend  the  operation  if  it  were  demonstrated,  that 
in  the  mean  a  like  proportion  of  deaths  would  take  place. 
But  let  us  endeavor  to  find  what  have  been  the  causes  leading 
to  such  results.  By  what  accidents  have  these  thirty  females 
died.  When  I  performed  the  first  operations  of  this  kind, 
that  which  pre-occupied  my  thoughts,  and  which  sometimes 
caused  me  to  hesitate,  was  the  danger  of  injecting  such  a  vast 
cavity,  and  especially  the  difficulty  of  distinguishing  the 
nature  of  the  cyst  with  which  I  had  to  do.  It  has  been  said 
that  the  diagnosis  of  ovarian  cysts  is  very  easy.  I  make  my 
best  compliments  to  those  of  our  confreres  who  are  of  that 
opinion.  For  my  part,  I  declare  that  I  have  always  found 
their  diagnosis  very  difficult.  When  these  cysts  are  of  small 
Tolume,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  distinguish  the  true  ovarian 
from  embryonic  cysts,  those  of  the  Wolffian  bodies  or  from 
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the  organ  of  Bosanmiiller»  the  partial  dropsies  of  the  perils* 
neum,  etc.  When  the  ovarian  cysts  are  so  far  developedy  tluA 
this  confusion  no  longer  exists,  and  we  are  aUe  to  reeogniat 
them  without  difficulty,  all  is  not  done;  we  have  y^t  to  eoi^ 
sider  the  nature  of  the  liquid  which  they  enclose ;  and  110 
well  know  what  a  variety  there  is  in  this  respect,  and  whfti  % 
wide  difference  there  is  between  the  gravity  and  corabili^  of 
tiiose  cysts  which  contain  serum,  and  those  containing  gdali* 
nous  matter.  Not  only  do  these  cysts  differ  as  to  the  matter  eC 
their  certainty ;  but  I  have  noticed  likewise,  that  sometimai 
even  the  same  will  contain  cyst  liquids  of  very  different 
aspect,  according  to  the  period  at  which  the  examination  takei 
place.  Thus,  a  cyst,  which  to-day  may  contain  serum,  will 
at  later  period  contain  blood,  and  [vice  versa.  I  have  seen^ 
after  opening  a  cyst  and  recognizing  its  contents  to  be  San* 
guinous,  that  on  its  reproduction,  instead  of  blood,  servm 
would  be  taken  from  the  puncture.  Probably  by  the  iodiM 
injection  a  change  was  produced  in  the  nature  of  the  fluid  at 
the  cyst.  I  have  thus,  in  some  manner,  by  my  first  operation 
changed  a  sanguineus  cyst  of  bad  nature,  into  a  serous  ejti 
of  good  nature.  I  have  had  frequent  opportunity  to  obsenrt 
a  like  change  in  the  contents  of  a  hydrocele,  and  to  see  san- 
guineus hydroceles  become  serous,  and  reciprocally ;  and  I 
have  profited  by  that  circumstance  to  produce  the  samt 
change  artificially.  I  have  thus  frequently  succeeded  is 
curing  hsematic  hydroceles,  changing  them  by  a  first  open^ 
tion  into  the  condition  of  simple  hydroceles. 

Has  the  operation  by  iodine  injections  any  dangers  t 
What  are  these  dangers?  I  was  apprehensive,  I  acknowledge 
at  first,  of  serious  inflammation ;  but  I  have  by  experienoe^ 
learned  that  it  is  not  to  be  feared ;  the  inflammation  is  alwaji 
moderate,  and  limited  to  the  points  touched  by  the  iodise* 
I  have  as  little  dread  of  the  puncture,  knowing  by  experienee^ 
that  of  itself,  it  is  not  at  all  dangerous. 

Where  then  is  the  danger  from  the  operation,  and  how  ctm 
we  explain  the  mortality  which  has  ensued?    I  think  tlM 
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eanse  of  the  mortality  lies  in  the  employment  of  the  cftnlll(^ 
of  which  certain  surgeons  make  use.  For  my  part  I  have 
found  that  the  permanent  canula  was  always  injurious.  There 
fesults  from  its  use  almost  constantly,  a  suppurative  inflam- 
mation of  the  sides  of  the  sac.  Now,  in  the  statistics  which 
have  been  made  of  the  operation  by  iodine  injections,  there 
liave  been  confounded  together  the  cases  where  a  puncture 
has  been  made,  an  injection  introduced,  and  the  wound  imme- 
diately closed ;  and  these,  where  the  wound  has  been  kept  open 
by  the  permanent  canula.  There  is  between  these  two 
nethods,  an  important  difference,  and  this  explains  the  want 
of  harmony  in  the  results  of  the  operation.  In  the  first  case, 
we  recognize  the  subcutaneous  method  of  M.  Guerin,  with  all 
its  advantages ;  in  the  second,  we  have  inevitably  interminable 
suppurations,  and  these  end,  almost  invariably,  by  exhausting 
the  patient,  whatever  care  may  be  taken  afterwards,  to  modify 
the  surface  of  the  cyst,  by  repeating  the  iigections. 

Considering  now  what  have  been  the  procedures  employed 
in  the  30  cases  followed  by  death,  we  find  that  the  canula  was 
uMed  in  20  of  these.  If  we  omit  these  20,  the  fatal  issue  of 
which  is  explained  by  this  circumstance,  there  will  remain  but 
10,  the  fatal  issue  of  which  can  be  legitimately  ascribed  to 
the  injections  of  iodine.  Now  10  deaths  in  130,  reduces  the 
figure  to  a  small  proportion,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  to  a 
fair  result,  if  we  take  into  account  the  imperfections,  and 
hesitancy  always  attendant  on  new  operations.  The  moment 
we  have  demonstrated  that  the  method  of  treatment  by  injec- 
tions of  iodine  is  not  a  whit  more  dangerous  than  the  simple 
palliative  puncture,  and  that  it  offers  incomparably  more 
chances  of  success  as  a  cure,  it  is  evident  that  it  becomes  a 
method  possessing  very  great  advantages. 

I  will  conclude  by  saying  that  ovarian  cysts,  for  the  most 
part  mortal,  at  a  period  difficult  exactly  to  determine,  but 
which  may  be  fixed  approximatively  between  six  and  eight 
years,  are  to  a  very  small  extent  under  the  control  of  medical 
•gents ;  that  they  may  burst  spontaneously :  but  that  such 
VOL.  xvm— 18. 
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rapture,  whieh  in  a  few  exceptional  cases  has  been  foUowad 
by  a  care,  is  most  freqaentl j  very  dangeroas ;  that  the  pallia 
tive  punctare  which  offers  no  immediate  danger,  often  becomet 
£atal  by  exhausting  the  patient,  when  often  repeated  at  short 
intervals ;  that  the  operation  which  consists  in  the  removal 
of  the  cyst  ought  to  be  rejected ;  that  the  method  of  treat- 
ment  by  injections,  is  especially  useful  in  cases  where  ihm 
contents  of  the  sac  are  serous,  and  that  as  to  other  cysts,  the 
wisest  conduct  is  not  to  touch  them. 

(N.  B.  In  the  number  of  the  Gaa.  de$  Sopiteauxy  from 
which  this  is  translated,  the  editor  in  the  coarse  of  soida 
remarks  upon  the  statistics  of  American  oyuriotomy,  attrib- 
ates  their  wonderful  success  to  some  artifice  of  arithmetio 
{qiLdque  ariifice  d!  arithmitique.  J.  N.  T.) 
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Benign  Fungus  of  the  Testicle. —  (Rbportbd  by  S.  W.  Vahgb. 

'  M.  D.,  House  Surgeon). 
Mark  Giles,  set.  29.  pde  and  ansemic.    Irish,  saddler  by 

trade,  admitted  into  the  Commercial  Hospital,  Jan.  3rd.  1857. 

The  patient  had  gonorrhea  about  seven  years  ago,  for  the 

cure  of  which  he  used  stimulating  injections,  under  the  use  of 

which  in  about  three  weeks,  the  discharge  from  the  urethra 

ceased.     The  right  testicle  about  this  time  suddenly  com* 

menced  swelling  which  progressed  until  it  attained  a  very 

considerable  size.     The  organ  remained  swollen,  sore,  and 

painful  for  the  space  of  two  weeks,  when  it  became  redaced 

to  its  ordinary  dimensions;  with  an  entire^ disappearance  of . 

the  soreness,  tumefaction  and  pain.   In  about  two  weeks  after 

the  subsiding  of  this  acute  orchitis  he  was  attacked  with  bil* 

lious  fever  with  which  he  was  sick  four  weeks,  when  under 

appropriate  medical  treatment  his  health  was  entirely  re* 

established*    Some  two  years  subsequent  to  this  last  men* 
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tioned  illness  his  legs  became  ulcerated  and  remained  in  this 
condition  for  the  space  of  one  year,  when  they  were  com- 
pletely healed  up,  and  he  was  again  restored  to  what  he 
regarded  as  a  perfect  state  of  health,  which  he  uninterruptedly 
enjoyed  up  till  within  three  weeks  previous  to  his  admission 
to  the  hospital.  At  this  period  the  right  testicle  again  com- 
menced swelling  and  continued  to  increase  for  two  weeks,  when 
its  tunics  and  the  scrotum  ulcerated  and  commenced  discharging 
a  yellowish  colored  matter.  Coincidently  with  this  ulceration 
there  was  gradually  protruded  a  fungus-looking  growth  which 
continued  to  augment  in  size. 

At  the  time  of  the  patient's  admission  into  the  hospital  the 
body  of  the  testicle  presented  the  appearance  of  being  at  least 
two-thirds  protruded  through  the  scrotum. 

This  protuberant  mass  was  of  a  yellowish  white  color,  with 
streaks  of  rather  a  reddish  hue,  presenting  distinct  granula- 
tions and  exuding  from  its  surface  a  thin  sanious  discharge, 
intimately  blended  with  (he  seminal  secretion  from  the  ulcer- 
rated  tubuli  seminiferi,  as  decidedly  indicated  by  its  peculiar 
odor.  The  edges  of  the  scrotum  closely  embraced  the  fun- 
goid protuberance,  being  at  the  same  time  much  thickened, 
indurated,  ulcerated  and  considerably  everted. 

After  a  particular  examination.  Professor  Blackman,  pro- 
nounced the  case  undoubtedly  one  of  benign  fungus  of  the 
testicle,  and  ordered  that  the  patient  be  kept  in  the  recum- 
bent posture,  that  an  appli  jation  of  liquid  perchloride  of  iron 
be  made  freely  over  the  surface  of  the  fungus,  and  that  mode- 
rate pressure  be  maintained  upon  the  protruding  mass  by 
means  of  lint  compresses  and  strapping. 

This  course  of  treatment  was  pursued  for  some  time  with- 
out the  desired  evidences  of  improvement  in  the  condition  of 
the  diseased  organ,  when  for  the  relief  of  the  patient,  the 
surgeon  determine  to  perform  '^  Syme's"  operation. 

Accordingly,  on  the  13th  of  Jan.  the  patient  was  conveyed 
to  the  amphitheatre,  and  having  been  first  put  under  the 
infloence  of  chloroform^  Prof.  B.  commenced  the  operation  by 
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making  an  moision  completely  around  th^  protraberaBi  ttaM| 
dividing  from  it  the  indurated  scrotal  edges,  after  whidi  Im 
proceeded  with  the  scalpel,  to  pare  off  the  svrfiMe  of  tilt 
diseased  gland.  Then,  having  cut  away  the  indorated  tad 
ulcerated  edges  of  the  scrotum,  he  brought  it  over  to  the  wmBA 
part  of  the  organ  yet  remaining,  and  retained  it  in  this  attars 
tion  by  means  of  stitches  and  strips  of  isinglaM  plaster. 

After  the  operation,  the  patient  was  ordered  to  be  placed 
in  bed  and  to  have  administered  to  him  a  half  grain  of  opiom 
every  three  hours.  Under  this  treatment,  with  the  addition 
of  plenty  of  good  ale  and  beefsteak,  and  cloths  wet  with  ooM 
water  applied  over  the  scrotum ;  which  was  mcMreover  svstained 
by  a  suspensory,  he  continued  to  do  well. 

On  the  fourth  day  after  the  operation  the  sutures  were  re» 
moved  and  the  edges  of  the  wound  kept  in  af^KMitioii  by 
strips  of  isinglass  plaster  alone.  The-  wound  had  ahroadjy 
commenced  healing  beautifully  by  advancing  grannlationy  aad 
has  steadily  continued  to  improve,  ui\)bil,  at  this  time,  Feb.  M^ 
it  is  entirely  closed  up,  leaving  the  patient  cured  of  his  die* 
gusting  malady.  (The  patient  left  the  hospital  on  the  16Af 
perfectly  cured.) 

Remarks  bt  thb  Editor. — ^Nearly  half  a  century  hat 
elapsed  since  Mr.  Lawrence,  the  venerable  surgeon  of  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital,  London,  called  the  attention  of  the 
profession  to  this  affection,  demonstrated  its  non-maligBsiil 
character,  and  justly  denounced  the  practice-— castratKAi 
then  adopted  even  by  surgeons  of  the  highest  repute.  Mr« 
Lawrence,  at  the  time  of  the  publication,  in  the  £d.  M^d.  mmd 
Surg.  Journal^  July,  1808,  of  his  "  Observations  on  a  peeoiliet 
Affection  of  the  Testes,  attended  with  the  growth  of  Fungus 
from  that  Organ,"  &c.,  was  I>emonstrator  of  Anatomy  el 
St.  Bartholomew's.  In  describing  the  history  of  tiie 
he  remarks,  that,  in  consequence  of  injury,  or  hernia 
ralis  from  gonorrhcea,  a  painful  swelling  of  the  gland,  partidi- 
lariy  characterized  by  its  hardness,  occurs.  After  a  oerlaai 
Ijuigth  of  time,   the    scrotum  growing  gradually  thinniM^^ 


S&^ntal  lteport».  19? 

ulcerates ;  bet  the  opening  thm  formed,  instead  of  m&tter, 
gives  issue  to  &  firm  and  generally  insensible  fnngna.  The 
suTonnding  integuments  and  cellular  substance  are  thiclcened 
and  indurated,  so  tb&t  there  appears  to  be  a  considerable 
mass  of  disease.  He  adds,  that  the  pain  abates,  and  the 
swelling  sabsides  materially,  where  the  scrotum  has  giTen 
way.  The  fungus  has  its  origin  in  the  glandular  substance 
of  the  testes,  the  tnbuli  seminiferi  being  protruded. 

Sir  Astley  Cooper  in  bis  Observations  on  tbs  Structure 
and  Diseases  of  the  Testes,  published  in  1830,  describes  this 
affection  under  the  head  of  "  The  Granular  Swelling  of  the 
Testes  after  a  Chronic  Abscess."  He  notices  the  fact  that  it 
bad  often  been  mistaken  for  cancer  and  expresses  the  opinion 
that  it  is  formed  of  common  granulations  only,  "which  become 
exuberant,  in  consequence  of  their  bemg  pressed  from  the 
inner  side  of  the  abscess  by  the  tunica  albnginea."  These 
granulations  according  to  Sir  Astley,  spring  from  the  eemi- 
niferouB  structure.  In  the  illustratioss  accompanying  his 
work  we  find  several  views  of  the  benign  fungus  or  granular  - 
swelling,  but  in  no  part  of  his  volnme  do  we  meet  with  any 
account  of  the  appearances  presented  on  dissection.  Mr.  Cur- 
ling, of  the  London  Hospital,  the  most  recent,  as  weU  as  the 
highest  authority  on  the  diseases  of  the  testis,  states  (p.  227) 
that  it  can  be  clearly  shown  by  dissection  and  microscopic 
examination  that  the  projecting  fungus  mass,  when  of  large 
lise  ia  composed  of  the  tabolea  of  the  testicle  and  of  lymph 
interspersed  amongst  them,  together  with  ordinary  granola- 
tions  springing  from  those 
tabes  which  are  near  the 
surface.  The  following 
illustration  we  copy  from 
his  work.  It  was  made 
from  a  preparation  in  the 
liondon  Hosprtal  College. 
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"  Nearly  the  whole  of  the  glandular  atractore  of  the  t 
is  seeo  to  be  exterior  to  the  scrotom,  the  mediastinain  beiag 
above  the  level  of  the  integuments.  In  minnte  ezamiaatioiH 
of  these  fungus  growths,  I  have  rarelj  found  aii;^  grMt 
amount  of  exuded  matter.  The  projecting  mass  presents  an 
ash  or  yellowish -white  appearance,  varied  by  irregular 
patches  of  a  pale  red  hue,  and  sometimes  of  black,  from  ia- 
Bpiasated  blood.  It  is  closely  girt  by  the  skin  of  the  scrotum, 
the  ulcerated  edges  of  which  are  thickened  and  averted.** 

The  following  sketch  taken  by  a  young  artist  gives  a  very 
fair  representation  of  the  appearances  presented  in  the  eue 
in  which  we  operated. 


We  find  some  diversity  of  opinion,  in  referenoe  to  tiis 
treatment  to  be  pursued  in  these  cases.  Gases  most  be  rara 
indeed,  in  which  castration  would  be  justifiable.  Mr.  Law- 
rence gives  the  details  of  nine  cases.  In  four  of  these  eMika- 
rotic  applications  were  employed.  In  the  second  oaw,  aftiar 
the  excresence  had  been  reduced,  by  the  application  of  omu- 
tic  and  red  precipitate,  to  a  level  with  the  surrounding  iUb, 
and  the  deatriz  had  commenced,  the  patient  was  snddealy 
carried  off  by  peritoneal  inflammation.  Sir  Astley  'Cooper, 
also  states,  that  he  has  known  arsenic,  appliedin  powder  ovw 
an  extensive  surface  of  this  kind  of  swelling,  destroy  life, 
"  by  its  action  upon  the  stomach  and  nervous  syntam."    In 
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case  niy  mentioned  by  Mr.  Lawrence,  Sir  James  Earle,  in 
1807,  applied  a  ligature  round  the  base  of  the  fungus,  which 
caused  much  pain,  and  did  not  separate  for  some  weeks,  ulti* 
natelj  requiring  the  knife  for  the  purpose.  In  case  lY,  the 
fungus  was  remoyed,  with  the  knife,  on  a  level  with  the  scro- 
tum. It  was  necessary  to  repeat  this  operation  twice,  before 
the  edges  of  the  scrotum  could  be  made  to  unite.  In  case 
yi.  caustic  failed,  and  pressure  by  means  of  sticking  plaster 
after  a  time  succeeded.  The  whole  progress  of  this  case 
however,  was  ten  months.  In  case  IX,  caustic  failed,  and  the 
ligature  was  tried.  This  gave  rise  to  severe  pain,  sickness, 
and  pain  in  the  cord  and  kidneys.  Considerable  sympathetic 
irritation  followed.  In  about  ten  days  the  fungus  was  sepa- 
rated. It  was  soon  reproduced,  and  was  next  treated  by 
nitrate  of  silver  and  pressure,  which  means  were  at  length 
successful.  Sir  Astley  states,  that  he  has  seen  the  powdered 
sulphate  of  copper  succeed,  when  pressure  had  failed.  He 
also  recommends  powdered  alum  for  the  same  purpose,  viz.,  to 
constringe  the  vessels  on  the  surface,  and  to  diminish  the  new 
struction.  Neither  of  these  can  compare  in  eflScacy  with  the 
perchloride  of  iron  used  in  our  case.  Long  before  Prof. 
Syme  proposed  an  operation  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining 
compression  by  means  of.  the  integuments  of  the  scrotum, 
(1845),  Sir  Astley  Cooper  had  several  times  practised  the 
following  plan : 

An  elliptical  incision  was  made  in  the  skin  around  the  pro* 
jecting  granulations,  after  which  the  knife  ^'  was  carried  under 
the  whole  of  the  swelling,  and  close  to  the  tunica  albuginea, 
by  which  the  part  was  excised,  leaving  the  epidymis  and  testi- 
cle uninjured."  The  edges  of  the  skin  were  then  approxima- 
ted over  the  new  surface,  and  an  attempt  made  to  procure 
adhesion. 

Escharotics  as  we  have  seen  are  liable  to  fail ;  the  ligature 
k  attended  with  severe  pain  ;  excision  is  unnecessary,  and,  like 
castration,  unjustifiable.  The  proceeding  adopted  in  our 
ease,  offers  the  most  advantages,  and  where  the  fiingus  is  of 
considerable  size,  should  without  hesitation  be  performed. 


Oau  of  Tcmia SoUum.  RiporteA  bj Wm.  8. Moobb, M.D. 
Resident  Physician. — John  CaldweU,  aged  82,  natiye  of 
Ireland,  was  admitted  to  the  Gommerdal  Hospital  to  bo 
treated  for  a  sprained  ankle.  Says  that  for  the  last  eig^ 
years  he  has  occasionally  passed  small  portions  of  Tape- worm. 
Is  at  present  in  tolerably  good  health,  and  at  no  time  haa 
snflfered  mnch  from  the  ordinary  symptoms  of  this  parasita. 
The  only  marked  symptoms  presenting  in  his  case  have  boMi 
those  of  great  mental  depression,  and  irregolarity  of  bowels, 
being  alternately  loose  and  constipated.  Appetite  sometimea 
Yoracions  and  at  others  impaired. 

Feb.  7th,  was  introduced  at  Clinic  by  Professor  Oraham, 
and  was  ordered  to  have  his  bowels  freely  moTod  by  infnsioA 
of  salts  and  senna^  be  kept  without  food  till  next  day,  and 
then  take  half  an  ounce  of  Turpentine  at  one  dose. 

Turpentine  operated  three  hours  after  its  administration,  and 
at  the  first  passage,  the  worm  was  voided  and  measured  fifWes 
feet.  No  very  bad  results  followed  this  medioatioB.  Had 
some  pain  in  forehead  and  slight  feeling  of  intozioatioB  wUoii 
lasted  for  about  twenty-four  hours. 

Feb.  12,  felt  quite  weU,  and  was  discharged  cured.  *    ^ 
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ProoeeHngM  of  ike  Montgomery  Countu  Medieai   SoeUl§^ 
Ohio.    Reported  by  J.  C«  Pbniss,  M.  JD.,  Rec  Sec'y. 

Datton,  Jan.  8th,  1867. 

A  large  number  of  members  present. 

After  the  adoption  of  the  minutes  of  previous  meetiaga,  ilbm 
Secretary  read  an  abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Soeie^ 
for  the  years  1855  and  1856.  The  meetings  held  during  1866 
had  been,  annual  1 ;  quarterly  8 ;  regular  2.  New  members 
f eoeivtd  4 ;  members  removed  8 ;  died  1.    Begolar  Esm^ 
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read  1 ;  yoliiDtaiy  6 ;  written  Oases  5 ;  Pathologioal  speci- 
mens 2 ;  Physiological  8 ;  Drawings  1. 

Dr.  Henry  Van  Tuyl,  of  Dayton,  was  elected  a  member 
0f  the  Society.  Dr.  J.  D.  Kemp,  of  Yandalia,  was  proposed 
for  membership. 

This  being  the  annual  meeting,  new  officers  were  elected 
as  follows  : — Presidenty  Julius  S.  Taylor ;  Vice^Ptevidenif 
C.  McDermont;  Treaswrer^  Joshua  Clements;  Secretary , 
J.  C.  Denise;  Cemars^  Wm.  IL  Lamme,  H.  G.  Carey, 
J.  C.  Beeve. 

Dr.  GoYUS,  the  retiring  president,  in  some  valedictory 
remarks,  called  attention  to  the  past  history,  present  position, 
and  future  prospects  and  interests  of  the  Society.  It  was 
organized  in  the  fall  of  1849  under  a  general  call  to  the 
profession,  for  that  purpose,  and  necessarily  embraced 
^^  drones,"  and  dishonorable  men  who  retarded  its  interests 
and  influence.  One  by  one  they  had  been  expelled — ^a  few 
yet  remained,  whom  it  would  be  well  for  the  society,  legcHiy 
to  invite  to  occupy  an  outside  position.  When  the  line  of 
demarcation  was  distinctly  seen,  the  dead  limb  should  be 
severed  from  the  parent  stock — the  interests  of  the  organi- 
zation should  be  considered  first,  and  those  of  individuals 
afterwards. 

Much  credit  was  due  many  of  the  older  members  for  their 
fidthful  attendance,  salutary  advice,  and  ready  communication 
of  facts.  The  young  men  seem  moved  by  the  right  spirit. 
The  society  was  now  inferior  to  none  in  the  state ;  and  every 
effort  should  be  made  to  heal  all  differences,  and  harmoniie 
discords,  that  its  position  may  be  maintained,  and  its  influ- 
ence increased,  both  in,  and  out  of  the  profession.  In  some 
particulars  it  had  taken  grounds  in  advance  of  any  other 
county  organization  in  the  state.  When  the  question  of 
patenting  instruments  was  agitated,  it  was  the  first  to 
denounce  the  action  of  the  state  society  in  favor  of  that 
measure — ^was  the  first  and  only  society  that  had  offered  a 
prize  to  the  state  society,  for  the  best  essay  upon  some  medi« 
cal  or  surgical  subject. 
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In  conclnsion,  he  would  recommend  : — ^Ist,  Thil  memben 
be  prohibited  from  consulting  with  physicians  who  refused  to 
be  governed  by  the  regulations  of  this  association. 

2dy  The  adoption  of  some  means,  by  which  delinquent  and 
unprofitable  members  could  be  got  rid  of. 

8d,  The  adoption  of  some  means  for  carrying  out  tiio 
registration  law. 

4thy  The  appointment  of  a  limited  number  of  special  com* 
mittees,  to  report  quarterly,  or  semi-annually,  upon  sack 
diseases  and  subjects  as  would  be  of  the  most  interest  to  tha 
profession  in  this  locality. 

The  president  elect,  in  a  few  brief  remarks,  thanked  tba 
society  for  the  honor,  and  enjoined  upon  the  members,  friend* 
ship,  emulation,  and  harmony. 

The  Treasurer  made  his  report,  showing  that  tlie  society 
was  out  of  debt,  with  money  in  bank. 

By  Dr.  McDermont.  Besolvedy  That  a  committee  ba 
appointed  by  the  President,  to  be  entitled,  ^^  The  Oommittee 
on  Reports  and  Publication,"  to  act  the  present  year,  and  to 
whom  the  Secretary  shall  submit  any  reports  of  the  proceed- 
ings  of  this  society,  intended  for  publication.  Passed.  Oom* 
mittee,  Drs.  McDermont  and  Haines. 

By  Dr.  Reeve.  Resolvedy  That  a  committee  of  three  bo 
appointed  to  report  at  the  next  quarterly  meeting,  on  ^^  The 
expediency  and  the  expense  of  publishing  the  Constitution 
and  By-Laws  of  the  society.  AI90,  to  present  a  revision  of 
the  Fee  bill.  Passed.  Committee,  Drs.  Reeve,  Clements^ 
and  Davis. 

Dr.  Reevb  presented  for  inspection  a  *^  specimen  of 
diabetic  urine.''  S.  g.  1.035 ;  quantity  in  24  hours  64  fl.  S ; 
solids  excreted  in  24  hours  2,780  grains. 

The  regular  essayist  being  absent,  and  the  altemato 
unprepared. 

Dr.  TiiTLOR  read  a  paper  upon  ^^  Typhoid  fever."  He  onlj 
intended  to  answer  some  questions  that  were  asked  at  tba 
last  meeting.   ' 
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Is  '*  Typhoid  fever"  a  new  and  distinct  disease,  or  is  it  but 
a  modification,  or  variety,  of  what  has  long  been  known  and 
described,  as  "  Typhus  fever  ?"  He  would  refer  to  some  of 
the  older  writers,  as  to  what  they  had  considered  true 
"  Typhus,"  and  then  to  the  more  modem  descriptions  of 
"  Typhoid" — and  lastly,  state  his  own  opinion  based  upon  an 
experience  of  twenty  years,  during  which  time  he  had  wit- 
nessed  four  distinct  periods  of  the  disease,  or  diseases,  in 
different  parts  of  the  United  States. 

"  Typhus  fever"  has  been  fully  and  carefully  described  by 
the  great  man  of  '*  Cos,"  as  a  disease  of  low  type,  character- 
ized by  "  stupor'*  as  the  prominent  symptom,  with  fever  of 
different  degrees  of  intensity.  He  gave  five  (5)  kinds  of  fever 
under  the  head  of  "  Typhus "  according  to  the  different 
phenomena  presented.  His  opinions  swayed  the  minds 
of  medical  men  until  the  Roman  school  of  medicine  began 
to  lead. 

Galen  considered  the  opinions  and  reasoning  of  Hippocrates 
as  erroneous  and  absurd.  He  retained  the  idea  that  ^^stupor^* 
was  a  prominent  symptom,  but  attributed  the  greatest  amount 
of  disturbance  to  arise  from  diseased  function  of  the  liver, 
and  directed  special  attention  to  correcting  that  organ,  in 
the  treatment. 

The  Arabian  physicians,  supported  the  opinions  of  Galen 
for  a  long  period  of  time.  The  Humorists  confounded 
"Typhus"  with  many  other  forms  of  fever,  and  considered  it 
as  a  variety  often  accompanying  them,  or  following  them  after 
their  decline — aflSrming  that  it  was  a  "  disease  which  had  a 
tendency  to  produce  an  alteration  in  the  fluids." 

Sauvages,  after  careful  and  repeated  observations  during 
an  "  epidemic "  of  great  violence  in  1761,  declared  that 
"  Typhus  fever"  differed  but  little  from  synochuSj  during  the 
first  few  days ;  but  yet,  had  peculiar  symptoms  by  which  it 
could  be  established.  He  gave  a  definition  to  "  Typhus  fever," 
which  was  adopted  by  Gullen  in  his  great  work  on  Nosology, 
who,  however,  did  not  adopt  the  view  that  "  Typhus  fever 
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Wft8  a  distinct  disease :  lie  says,  ^  I  think  the  limilB  between 
tiie  synochus  and  Typhus  will  be  with  difficulty  assigned; 
and  I  am  disposed  to  believe,  that  the  synoohus  arises  bcm 
the  same  causes  as  Typhus,  and  is,  therefore,  aoij  a  TarieQr 
of  it.  The  Typhus  seems  to  be  a  genus  comprehending 
several  species.  These,  however,  are  not  yet  well  asoertained 
by  observations ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  we  can  perceive  thai 
many  of  the  different  cases  observed,  do  not  imply  aaj 
specific  difference,  but  seem  to  be  merely  varieties  arisiiig 
from  different  degrees  of  power  in  the  cause ;  from  different 
circumstances  of  climate  or  season  in  which  they  happen; 
or  from  different  circumstances  in  the  eonstituttons  of  the 
persons  affected." 

It  would  be  possible  for  him  to  mention  almost  any  number 
of  writers,  in  addition  to  the  foregoing,  whose  opinions  would 
eorroborate  the  view,  that  the  ^  Typhus  fever"  of  their  day^ 
was  not  a  different  disease  from  the  ^'  Typhoid  fever"  of  onriL 

In  1812  M.  Louis  published  an  elaborate  work,  estaUisk- 
ing  a  distinction  between  ^^  Typhus"  and  ^'  Typhoid,"  beyond 
a  doubt  as  was  thought,  founded  upon  the  supposition  tint 
^^  Typhus"  was  a  contagions  fever,  while  ^^  Typhoid"  was  not* 
But  even  Louis  was  afterwards  compelled  to  acknowledge^ 
that  the  latter  did  in  some  sections  of  the  country,  present 
quite  as  unquestionable  evidence  of  ^^  contagion,"  as  the 
former.  This  distinction  of  the  '^  divbion,"  left  the  profes- 
sion unsettled  upon  the  subject,  in  everything  save  this:  The 
name  ^  Typhoid,"  has  been  so  generally  adopted  by  medical 
men,  that  it  is  a  rare  thing  to  hear  or  see  ^  Typhus"  used. 

According  to  his  own  experience,  the  two  diseases  are  one 
and  the  same ;  that  of  the  present  day  being  only  a  modiJUnh 
Hon  of  the  same  that  the  ''  Father  of  Medicine"  described 
many  years  ago.  This  opinion  was  much  strengtheiMd  iff 
the  fact  that,  the  cholera  of  Asia  was  pronounced  by  maaj, 
in  1832  a  new  disease  to  this  country-;  while  many  symfH 
toms  that  characterised  it,  had  been  fully  described  by 
Dr.  Chapman,  in  a  monograph  on  cholera  morbus,  published 
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at  least  twenty,  if  not  thirty  years  before  that  period.  If  it 
ean  be  shown  that  a  certain  set  of  symptoms  had  been  seen 
and  described  previously  to  the  accession  of  a  supposed  neto 
disease,  it  proves  that  said  disease  is  only  a  modification 
of  the  old  one — differing  from  it  in  its  malignancy,  or  its 
mildness. 

The  same  might  be  said  of  the  various  forms  of  erysipelas, 
that  have  committed  such  ravages  in  many  sections  of  our 
country. 

Is  the  disease  contagious  ?  It  was  possible  that  gentlemen 
had  not  been  explicit  in  the  use  of  terms.  He  found  the 
greatest  "  sticklers "  for  "  contagion "  using  the  word 
"  epidemic"  in  its  broadest  sense,  if  "  contagious^*'  it  could 
not  be  **  epidemic^**  unless  the  two  were  intended  to  be 
understood  as  meaning  the  same  thing.  He  adopted  the 
definitions  of  Webster.  There  were  many  instance^,  which, 
if  taken  singly,  wonld  lead  one  to  believe  it  contagious ;  but 
almost  all  writers  did  agree  in  describing  ^^  epidemic"  ravages 
of  Typhus  and  Typhoid  fevers ;  therefore  neither  could  be 
"  contagious. '^  Says  an  eminent  writer  :  "  After  conceding 
all  I  have  done,  however,  to  contagion,  it  must  be  confessed 
that  the  disease  may  arise  from  other  causes.  His  own 
opinion,  from  observation  was,  that  the  disease  depended 
upon  such  causes  as  produce  all  fevers  of  an  epidemic 
character. 

'  Could  the  disease  be  cut  short,  by  treatment  ?  The  same 
general  principles  should  govern  us  here,  as  in  all  other  cases. 
Symptoms  should  always  be  met.  However  much  authorities 
disagree  upon  other  points,  they  all  concede  that  early ^  and 
prompt  treatment,  is  the  most  effective.  Almost  every  article 
in  the  Materia  Medica  has  been  used  with  suecessj  proving 
that  the  profession  had  a  hiOpe  that  it  could  be  cut  short. 
Says  a  writer  in  the  last  century :  ^^  The  experience  of  all 
ages  proves,  that  the  Typhus  is  frequently  cured  of  itself; 
that  is,  by  the  mere  action  of  the  vital  powers."  Upon  this 
idea  he  bases  his  treatment,  and  says  again,  when  speaking 
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of  the  high  ralue  of  emetics  in  the  inflammai&ry  9Utg€;  on 
the  second  day,  ^^I  took  an  emetic,  and  applied  a  blisler 
between  my  shoulders,  and  abandoned  myself  to  my  £ate/' 
This  was  absurd  language.  Many  of  the  present  day  are  of 
the  opinion  that  UtAe  should  be  done  in  the  cure  oiany  di$eaUm 
Such  an  idea  might  be  tolerated,  for  we  had  many  epidemkM 
characterized  by  very  mild  syiuptoms,  and  henoo  required  the 
mildest  medicine.  He  believed  Typhus  fever  could  be  est 
short  as  easily  as  any  other  disease  of  the  same  intenmiy  and 
malignanci/.  Not  as  certainly  as  an  ordinary  intermittent. 
The  treatment  must  be  timdj/y  instituted  in  Uie  early  stage 
of  the  disease.  He  could  prove  this  beyond  doubt,  by 
evidence  from  his  own  practice. 

Is  diarrhoea  always  present  ?  Medical  men  differed  widely 
as  to  its  pathology.  The  cause  had  been  located  in  the  brain, 
the  liver,  the  bile,  the  fluids,  the  glands  of  Brunner  and  Peyer* 
Sometimes  dissection  disclosed  no  evidence  of  disease  any- 
where. He  thought  diarrhoea  a  no  more  common  symptom 
than  many  others ;  such  as  a  pure  hemorrhage— tympany  of 
the  bowels — ^violent  cough — exqess  of  bile — suppression  of 
urine — ^profuse  sweats — ^and  others,  purely  single. 

"  Typhoid  Pneumonia,"  "  Dysentery,'*  '*  Pleurisy,"  "Eri- 
sypelas,"  &c.,  were  but  varieties  of  "  Typhoid  fever,"  having 
a  local  determination  of  sufficient  violence  to  completely  hide 
the  true  character  of  the  disease,  for  a  time. 

On  motion,  the  discussion  of  the  paper  was  postponed  till 
some  future  time. 

Dr.  Brennan  begged  leave  to  read  an  essay  entitled, 
<<  The  Workings  and  Doings  of  the  Montgomery  Ooun^ 
Medical  Society."  After  proceeding  at  some  length,  the 
Chair  objected  to  any  further  reading,  as  the  matter  waa 
obnoxious  to  some  members  present,  and  disrespectful  to  tlie 
society.  Dr.  Brennan  explained.  Entertained  no  ill-will 
against  any  member — was  desirous  of  having  the  socie^ 
accomplish  all  the  good  in  its  power,  and  to  that  end  had 
written  his  paper,  that  members  might  see  '^  the  beam  in  their 
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own  eyeSi"  and  be  stimnlated  to  avoid  errors  in  future. 
Hoped  his  exposition  and  chastisement  would  be  received 
with  good  feeling.  The  society  granted  the  Dr.  leave  to 
proceed.  In  a  witty,  humorous,  and  bombastic  style,  he 
arraignM  members  for  professional  inconsistencies  and  mis- 
demeanors, as  seen  by  one  who  had  been  ^'  behind  the 
curtain." 

A  good  natured,  though  rather  disorderly  discussion  fol- 
lowed its  reading,  and  a  motion  to  '^  receive"  was  lost,  amid 
some  confusion. 

Dr.  Bane  was  appointed  regular  essayist  for  the  next 
quarterly  meeting,  and  Dr.  Lamme,  alternate. 


COBBESFONDENCE. 


Editor  Western  Lancet  : — ^I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of 
your  readers  to  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Cincin- 
nati Medical  Society,  which  appeared  in  the  last  (February) 
number  of  your  journal.  I  wish,  in  the  first  place,  to  exone- 
rate our  worthy  secretary  J.  R.  Atkins,  M.  D.  from  any 
blame ;  as  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  any  one,  unacquainted 
with  the  art  of  stenography,  to  give  a  correct  and  satisfactory 
report  of  a  running  debate ;  and  unless  the  minutes  are  sub- 
mitted to  each  participant  for  revision,  we  need  not  be  sur- 
prised at  finding  our  names  connected  with  that  which  we  did 
not  utter, — especially  if  we  have  missed  seeing  the  printer's 
proof. 

In  attempting  the  defense  of  my  essay  on  ^'  pelvic  delive- 
ries and  their  management,"  I  thougJU  that  I  had  fully  and 
satisfactorily,  replied  to  all  of  the  objections  of  Dr.  Wright. 
But  the  report  does  not  so  exhibit.  As  the  essay  contains 
two  suggestions  which  I  conceive  to  be  of  some  importance 
to  the  profession^  I  desire  that  they  may  be  clearly  under- 
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0tood.  I  regret  to  state,  that  on  page  119  I  ani  made  to  H^ 
that  which  entirely  perrerts  the  leading  feature  of  the  paper* 
I  can  only  hope,  that  those  of  your  readers  who  feel  muf 
interest  in  the  matter,  will  peruse  the  essay  itself.  That  whidl 
I  am  reported,  on  page  118,  to  have  said,  is  very  aeurate  «i 
fenr  as  ii  goes^  with  the  exception  of  the  last'  sentence,  whiell 
should  read,  after  the  worcJ  "  rapid," — after  extruMum  cf  ^ 
breechj  ^his  attention  was  naturally  directed  to  the  hiTeelJga- 
tion  of  the  cause  of  death,  as  it  has  been  univenaltff  svppoeed^ 
that  danger  from  compression  of  the  chord  only  oeeim  aftei^ 
extrusion  of  the  breech,  from  undue  delay.** 

In  the  first  paragraph  page  117,  Dr.  Wright  not  <wily  mk^ 
conceives  the  course  which  I  suggest,  but  mis-states  the  prac- 
tice of  Smellie  and  also  ^Hhe  practice  usually  adopted."  He 
says :  ^'  In  most  of  the  obstetrical  writings  of  the  present  day, 
we  are  instructed  not  to  interfere  in  expediting  deliyery  in 
bVeecfa  Cases,  except  where  there  is  deficient  uterine  action,  or 
the  foetus  is  in  imminent  danger."  I  know  of  no  modam 
author  who  recommends  interference  prior  to  extrusion  of 
the  breech,  on  account  of  '^  iminent  danger  to  the  child." 

Respectfully, 

B.  F.  RICHARDSON. 

Cincinnati,  February  17th,  1857. 


We  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Dodge  for  the  following  yery  inte- 
resting letter  from  his  old  pupil  Dr.  Strothotte,  who  is  spending, 
a  few  years  in  attendance  on  the  Oerman  hospitals.  The  date 
of  the  letter  is  Wiirzburg,  December,  27th  1856. — ^Editoil 

The  University  of  Wiirzburg  was  founded  275  years  ago; 
it  has  now  a  fair  name  among  the  schools  of  Germany  and 
this  is  owing  entirely  to  the  Medical  faculty,  in  which  there 
have  been  for  a  long  period  men  of  reputation.  There  are 
now  for  instance :  Textor  (surgery)  Sherer  (chemistry),  KSI- 
liker  (microscopical  anatomy),  Scanzoni  (obstetrics). 

There  are  five  Faculties :  1.  that  of  medicine ;  2.  that  6f^ 
Theology;  8.  of  law ;  4.  of  Political  Econony ;  (for  thoae  wlio' 
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wish  to  prepare  for  service  in  the  state  of  Bavaria)  5.  of 
philosophy  (natural  sciences,  history,  mathematics,  philology 
and  antiquities,  etc).  Beside,  there  is  a  teacher  in  the  art  of 
riding  on  horseback  and  a  teacher  to  instruct  in  fighting  and 
gymnastics. 

In  the  Medical  faculty  there  are  fourteen  ordinary  profes* 
sors  and  eight  private  tutors.  There  are  in  aU  711  matricu- 
lants,  among  which  are  819,  that  study  medicine.  Students 
have  to  pursue  their  studies  through  six  or  eight  courseSi 
(each  four  or  five  months)  before  they  can  submit  to  an  exa- 
mination for  the  degree.  Every  student  has  thus  plenty  of 
time  and  good  opportunities  to  become  well  prepared  for  his 
profession,  but  a  very  great  number  do  not  take  the  whole 
advantage,  until  they  approach  the  examination. 

Many  students  look  upon  themselves  as  a  peculiar  class  of 
men,  who  must  show  to  the  ^'  Philistines,"  as  they  call  the 
balance  of  mankind,  that  they  are  studerUs^  i.  e.  that  they  spend 
their  money  for  pleasure,  and  beat  every  body  in  drinking. 
But  these  fellows  are  decidedly  in  the  minority.  They  are 
divided  into  corps,  have  their  own  social  laws,  which  must  be 
laid  before  the  magistrate  of  the  city  for  approval,  before  they 
are  allowed  to  pass  as  such.  When  a  member  receives  money 
firom  his  home,  it  not  unirequently  happens,  that  he  purchases 
with  part  of  it  some  casks  of  beer,  and  invites  the  whole  corps, 
to  a  cammercey  as  they  call  it;  which  consists  in  telling  witty 
things,  singing,  making  each  other  jolly  and  drinking  the  beer. 
Of  foreigners,  there  are  here :  from  Oreece  8 ;  Java  1 ;  Paris 
2;  London  1;  Milwaukee  1;  Constantinople  2 ;  Edinburgh 
8 ;  New  Orleans  1 ;  Cleveland,  Ohio  1 ;  England  1 ;  Cin- 
oinnati  1 ;  Rio  Janerio  1 ;  Indiana  1. 

The  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Julius  Hospital,  which  consists 
of  four  large  long  buildings,  joining  each  other  at  right  angles 
and  leaving  a  large  square  ground  between  them.  The  front 
of  one  side  measures  in  the  length  274  steps,  as  I  usually 
take  them,  it  is  8  stories  in  the  middle  part,  and  4  stories  in 
the  lateral  wings.  Besides  the  halls  and  rooms  for  the  sick, 
Vol  xYin. — ^14. 
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physicians,  amphitheatre  etc.,  it  contains  a  diiireh,  a 
mill  for  grinding  the  hospital  flour,  and  a  large  bakerj.  1% 
has  a  large  property  in  several  parts  of  the  country,  and  pay* 
a  tax  of  8000  dollars  to  the  goTernment  for  its  property.  It 
is  said  that  on  an  average  about  4000  patients  are  leaked 
during  the  year  in  the  hospital. 

In  order  to  enjoy  here  the  same  rights  and  privileges  at 
other  students,  I  had  to  leave  my  pass-port  at  thepolioe  offioti 
and  my  diploma  with  the  Secretary  of  the  University,  and 
for  this  I  received  a  card,  subscribed  by  the  University  police 
and  the  Rector.  By  returning  the  card  I  can  get  my  dooo- 
ments  back.  Besides  the  Hospital  there  is  a  house  for  Lying- 
in  women,  and  a  new  fine  building  where  other  lecturee  are 
delivered.  Now  I  will  give  you  the  plan  of  my  present 
work. 

Morning  8-9,  three  times  weekly,  obstetrical  Clinie  in  the 
before  mentioned  house,  held  by  Scanzoni ; — ^they  say  that  8S5 
birth  stake  place  in  the  year  on  an  average.  One  woman  only 
is  presented  and  lectured  upon ;  the  students  can  make  tlM 
external  examination,  but  only  the  practising  student  which 
goes  by  turns,  one  on  the  day,  may  examine  after  the  Profes- 
sor per  vaginam,  and  he  asks  him,  what  he  finds  ?  The  lec- 
tures of  Scanzoni  are  exceedingly  interesting.  Occasionally  we 
have  a  card  sent  to  our  lodging,  even  in  the  night,  to  witness 
a  birth.  For  this  purpose  the  students  are  divided  into  clas- 
ses. They  could  make  much  more  out  of  so  many  cases  for 
the  students ;  I  am  quite  dissatisfied. 

From  8-9,  once  weekly,  gysenkological  clinic  in  the  Hos- 
pital, lectures  on  diseases  of  women ;  they  are  examined  bnt 
by  one  student  on  that  morning ;  all  however  are  allowed  to 
see,  whenever  the  speculum  is  introduced. 

From  8-9,  once  weekly,  Touchir-exercises,  every  stadmit 
gets  a  woman,  who  is  pregnant,  for  examination,  per  vag.  as 
well  as  external,  to  hear  the  foetal  pulse  and  to  try  to  find  out 
the  presentation  of  the  child.    The  assistant  of  Scansoni,  whis 
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leads  these  exercises  might  do  more  justice  to  the  students, 
by  taking  more  trouble.     Not  good  enough. 

I  paid  for  this  hour,  8-9  o'clock,  18  fl.  for  the  whole  tenn=5 
dollars  25  cents. 

From  8-9,  once,  Lecture  on  the  history  of  generation  and 
its  deyelopment  in  plants  and  animals,  by  KoUiker. 

From  9-10,  every  morning  through  the  week,  Sundays 
excepted,  Medical  Clinic  by  Bamberger.  The  patients  for 
clinical  instruction  are  lying  in  two  halls,  in  one  the  males, 
in  another  the  females.  The  student — there  being  sometimes 
100  present — ^tries  his  best  to  find  a  good  place  near  the  bed 
of  the  patient,  the  professor  stands  by  the  one  side,  one  stu- 
dent, called  the  practitioner,  by  the  other  side  of  the  bed. 
For  there  is  a  list  of  students,  called  the  list  of  practitioners, 
each  of  these  has  a  patient  assigned  to  him,  and  his  name  is 
written  under  that  of  the  patient's  on  the  little  black  board 
hanging  over  each  bed  on  the  wall.  Before  the  clinic  begins, 
an  arduous  student  walks  through  the  wards  to  find  his 
patient,  perhaps  a  new  case  is  assigned  to  him.  He  examines 
the  patient  by  asking  questions  and  by  auscultation,  percus- 
sion, etc.  Now  the  clinic  beginning,  the  professor  asks  the 
respective  practitioner:  What  is  the  history  and  state  of  your 
ease.  Then  the  professor  examines  the  patient  himself,  cor- 
rects the  student,  asks  him  the  diagnosis,  prognosis,  makes 
many  remarks  on  the  disease  in  general,  then  refers  again  to 
the  particular  case,  and  finally  asks  the  student  to  make  out 
the  *recipe,' where  many  a  blunder  excites  laughter  throughout 
the  body  of  the  students.  Then  they  rush  to  another  bed, 
and  every  one  feels  happy  to  find  a  good  stand,  and  the  same 
process  is  going  on.  The  industrious  students  keep  a  book, 
and  have  on  these  occasions  their  lead-pencil  in  their  hand, 
noting  down  the  more  important  parts  of  the  case,  with 
eourse,  diagnosis,  prognosis,  and  treatment.  It  is  hard  to 
write,  when  you  are  crowded  and  pushed  from  all  sides,  but  I 
feel  the  great  value  of  it.  I  cannot  say,  that  we  had  a  great 
variety  of  cases  presented.    In  the  beginning  of  the  course 
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ITS  had  a  good  deal  of  tjphiu  fever,  one  caae  tii^re  is  8tin,«iid 
it  is  a  very  interesting  one ;  when  the  symptoms  of  feyer, 
which  had  run  very  high  some  time  before,  snbsided,  the  poor 
fellow  had  typhous  ulcers  in  the  larynx,  and  so  much  teni^ 
oioos  mucus,  tiiat  to  prevent  suffocation  ira<Aeotomy  was  per- 
formed ;  he  now  breathes  still  through  the  canula,  but  I  hardty 
think  will  live  much  longer,  still  I  think  he  would  have  died 
two  weeks  since  without  the  operation.  At  preeent  there  are 
many  in  the  wards  with  articular  rheumatism.  Pneumom^ 
they  treat  here  on  the  expectant  plan,  hardly  ever  prescrib* 
ihg  an  antiphlogistic  medicine  in  very  minute  doeee.  I  shall 
have  to  change  this  mode  of  prescribing,  when  I  engage  in 
plractice.  I  like  Prof.  Bamberger  very  much ;  I  am  sorry  that 
I  did  not  join  his  private  class  in  auscultati<m  and  percus- 
sion, which  are  so  important  in  these  diseases];  I  will  take  m 
course  however  at  the  next  opportunity. 

From  10-11,  every  morning.  Surgical  Clinic  by  Vroi.  Lin- 
hart,  who  operates  very  finely  but  not  frequently  enough.  We 
ought  to  have  at  least  every  day  one  operation ;  they  say,  tiiat 
there  have  never  before  been  so  few  surgical  cases  in  tiie 
Hospital,  as  now.  There  is  some  dissatisfiMStion  on  this 
account  among  the  students,  which  I  think  is  well  founded. 

We  fiave  had  several  amputations  thus  far :  8  times  ex- 
tirpation of  the  mamma  (carcinoma,  ended  badly)  once  reseo- 
lion  of  the  sup.  maxil.  (phosphorous  necrosis,  result  excel- 
lent) once  excision  of  prolapsus  ani,  result  good,  performed 
with  the  ecrasseur  of  Chassaignac,  and  some  smaller  open^ 
tions,  one  a  plastic  for  the  wing  of  the  nose,  (cancroid). 

From  11-12,  only  on  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  Psychiatrio 
Cflinic,  by  Markus,  who  understands  this  department  wonder- 
ially.  The  lunatics,  after  the  history  of  the  case  has  been 
ipven,  are  one  at  a  time,  led  before  the  professor  and  8ta«- 
dents;  the  professor  speaks  with  the  lunatics,  asks  them 
tiany  questions,  exhorts  them,  promises  them  presents,  ete., 
and  prescribes  for  them. 

Afternoon,  8-4^  five  times  a  week.    Lectures  on  Patholo* 


gical  anaiomj  by  Friedrich,  who  speaks  and  demonstratM 
▼erj  well;  the  pathological  specimens  are  passed  around  the 
class. 

From  4-5,  five  times  a  week.  Lectures  on  obstetrics 'and 
diseases  of  women ;  we  had  in  Albany  so  little  of  it,  our  pro- 
fessor there  running  for  the  office  of  Mayor,  that  I  thought  it 
no  time  lostp  to  hear  on  this  subject  the  eloquent  Soanzoni. 

From  &-d,  five  times  a  week.  Lectures  on  Spec.  Pathology 
and  Therapy  by  Bamberger.  Excellent.  He  treats  during 
this  session  of  the  diseases  of  the  blood,  and  will  take  the 
next  term  the  diseases  of  the  abdomen,  on  which  be  wrote  in 
Virchow^s  work  on  Pathology. 

From  6-8,  on  Monday  and  Friday.  Course  in  Microscop. 
Anatomy,  by  Edlliker :  every  one  of  the  class  has  from  him 
a  microscope,  there  being  forty  students  attending,  divided 
however  into  two  classes,  which  meet  at  different  evenings. 
Muscles,  membranes,  parts  of  organs  are  laid  on  the  table 
and  every  student  has  to  cut  or  pinch  off  a  piece  and  prepare 
it  for  his  microsc.  examination.  When  he  is  satisfied  that  he 
has  got  a  good  image  on  the  object  glass,  he  so  tells  Eolliker, 
who  looks  himself,  says  it  is  not  good  enough  or  if  it  is,  he 
may  make  a  drawing  of  it  in  his  little  book,  kept  for  this 
purpose. 

From  8-5,  on  Saturday.  Course  (practical)  in  pathologic^ 
chemistry  by  Scherer.  This  course  has  just  begun.  We  gQt 
through  with  the  tests  on  surgery,  every  member  of  the  qImb 
makes  the  experiments,  while  Scherer  passes  from  one  to 
to  another,  assisting,  informing,  suggesting ;  he  is  one  of  the 
best  Chemists  in  Ctormany,  and  at  the  same  time  ^  very  plea- 
sant man« 

Trommer's  test  is  here  preferred.  Scherer  told  me,  he 
thought  the  bichromate  of  Potash  not  always  certain,  when  I 
told  him  thev  used  this  in  Cincinnati. 

A  friend  here  has  persuaded  me  to  dissect  during  the  rest  of 
the  term  with  him.  I  thought,  I  had  plenty  of  work  already, 
ftnd  now  as  soon  as  Kolliker,  who  is  demonstrator,  has  mate- 
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rial,  I  shall  disBeot,  especially  the  yessels.  DonH  yon  think 
that  I  have  plenty  to  do,  considering  that  some  things  occur 
aknost  every  day,  that  require  reading  and  study  in  the 
evening? 

Now  I  think  Wiirzburg  and  everything  in  it  will  do  very 
well  for  this  session,  but  for  the  next  I  want  to  see  more  of 
Surgery,  Obstetrics,  practical  things ;  I  will  let  all  theory  go, 
and  visit  Clinics  and  take  practical  courses  in  auscultation 
and  percussion,  on  general  operations,  on  obstetrical  opera- 
tions, on  operations  on  the  eye,  on  bandaging,  and  wish  to 
see  more  post-mortem  examinations — here  we  have  one,  rarely 
two,  every  week, — and  for  all  this  I  must  go  to  Berlin,  Prague 
or  Vienna.  I  believe  I  shall  go  to  Berlin  in  April;  I  will  stay 
two  sessions,  or  if  I  go  to  Prague  or  Vienna  will  take  the  last 
term  in  Berlin. 

Truly  your  friend, 
ARNOLD  STROTHOTTB. 


[To  the  Medical  Profession.'] 

Queries: — 1.  Have  cases  been  observed  in  which  phthisis 
occurred  after  the  foil  development  of  small-pox?  I  refer  to 
examples  in  which  small-pox  occurred  when  the  system  was 
entirely  free  from  tubercular  deposits,  and  the  latter  super- 
vening in  after  years. 

2.  Can  any  of  your  readers  fomish  a  case  of  unequivocal 
euro  of  phthisis  by  the  agency  of  cod-liver  oil  ? 

L.  M.  L. 
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On  the  Constitutional  TVecUment  of  Female  Diseases.  By  Edward 
RiGBT,  M.  D.,  etc.,  etc.  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physi- 
cians ;  senior  physician  to  the  general  lying-in  Hospital ;  exam- 
iner in  Midwifery  at  the  University  of  London.  Philadelphia  : 
Blanchard  &  Lea.     1857. 

This  is  a  small  sized  volume,  containing  256  pages,  exclusively 
devoted  to  the  consideration  of  diseases  peculiar  to  the  uterus  and 
its  appendages.  The  well-earned  and  well-known  reputation  of  the 
author,  as  to  high  professional  attainments,  entitles  him  to  respectful 
attention  at  the  hands  of  his  transatlantic  hrethren  ;  and  although 
the  book  is  small  in  size,  unpretending  in  contents,  and  unheralded 
by  its  publishers,  it  contains  much  that  is  valuable  and  interesting 
to  the  general  practitioner  of  medicine.  The  obstetrical  work  by  the 
same  author,  which  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  profession  of  this 
country  for  the  past  fifteen  years,  bears  ample  testimony  in  regard  to 
his  merits  as  an  eminently  practical  wnter,  and  the  present  volume 
fully  sustains  his  reputation  in  that  respect. 

A  prominent  feature  of  the  work,  as  indicated  by  title,  preface, 
and  contents,  is  to  demonstrate  the  fallacy  of  localizing  many  dis- 
eases of  the  uterine  organs,  because  of  their  development  in  that  sys- 
tem. For  example.  Dr.  Rigby  contends  that  amenorrhoea,  dysme- 
norrhoea,  monorrhagia,  inflammation  and  ulceration  of  the  os  and 
oervix  uteri,  etc.,  instead  of  being  diseases  of  the  generative  organs, 
are,  almost  always,  mere  local  developments  of  constitutional  de- 
rangement and  general  ill-health.  That  we  may  better  understand, 
and  not  misconstrue  the  views  of  the  author,  we  will  present  his  own 
language.  In  the  preface,  he  says: ''  Neither  do  I  consider  that  oiganio 
disease  of  the  female  generative  organs  is  to  stand  as  an  exception 
to  the  importance  of  constitutional  treatment ;  for  I  look  upon  it 
(to  use  an  admirable  expression  of  Dr.  Latham  on  pulmonary  con- 
sumption) as  '  no  more  than  Sifra^menl  of  a  constitutional  malady.'  '^ 
On  page  93  he  says :  "  I  can  no  more  look  upon  inflammation  of 
the  OS  and  cervix  uteri  as  a  primary  disease,  causing  derangement  of 
the  general  health,  etc.,  than  I  could  on  a  gouty  toe,  a  rheumatic 
knee-joint,  or  enlarged  strumous  gland.  Most  of  these  uterine  aflec- 
tions  are  the  local  manifestations  of  some  general  derangement,  etc*' 
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Again,  at  page  102;  he  says  :  **  Uloeration  of  tlie  08  and  cervix  nteri 
(when  unconnected  with  malignant  disease)  is  a  very  wmpU  affee* 
tion  of  the  mncons  memhrane  ooyering  those  parts,  and,  like  uleero' 
tion  of  the  throat  and  tansUe,  mnst  rather  he  looked  npon  as  a  local 
lesult  of  constitutional  derangement,  and  treated  aecordingfy.  Its 
presence  can,  donhtless,  prodnoe  much  irritation  and  corresponding 
local  symptoms^  as  has  also  heen  shown  to  he  the  case  with  affisc- 
tions  I  have  descrihed  in  the  previous  chapter  ;  but  to  assert  that  it 
is  a  cause  of  general  derangement  in  the  system,  and  to  propound 
the  postulate  (for  I  can  call  it  nothing  else)  that  it  is  a  most  fre- 
quent primary  cause  of  impaired  health  in  women,  argues  either  a 
eingular  ignorance  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  pMology,  or  greeU 
indifference  to  trttth,  in  the  attempt  to  propagate  and  maintain  cer- 
tain doctrines  in  justification  of  an  improper  and  dishonest  mode  of 
treatment."  Again,  at  page  94,  in  r^ard  to  inflammation  of  the 
cervix  uteri  and  other  affections  of  the  generative  system,  he  sajrs  :. 
^Tet  it  must  he  home  in  mind  that,  unless  a  distinct  local  cause  he 
present,  they  must  he  looked  upon  as  *  the  local  maniflBstations  of  a 
general  derangement,'  in  order  that  we  may  form  correct  and  rational 
ideas  respecting  their  nature  and  treatment,**  Again,  on  same  page, 
''  If  we  take  the  various  morbid  appearances  which  the  month  pre- 
sents, as  r^g^rds  the  tongue,  fauces,  tonsils,  etc,,  we  do  not  usually 
look  upon  these  as  purely  local  afiections,  producing  symptomatic 
derangement,  but  as  the  local  effects  and  evidences  of  a  general  con- 
dition of  health  (Hl-healthf)  and  should  condemn  the  treatment 
which  advocates  mere  local  applications,  as  highly  empirieoi  and 
unscieniific**  Again,  page  108,  speaking  of  uloeration,  **  Allowing 
for  the  diflerence  of  position,  etc.,  I  would  say  that  the  os  uteri  pre- 
sents as  great  a  variety  and  frequent  change  of  appearance  as  the 
tongne  and  throat  do ;  and  I,  moreover,  feel  convinced,  that  if  these 
parts  could  be  as  readily  inspected,  eaeperience  wmld  soon  enable  us 
to  recognise  the  appearances  which  they  present  as  indications  qfthe 
state  of  the  patient*  s  health — ^much  as  we  are  accustomed  to  do  in 
examining  those  of  die  tongue." 

We  have  taken  the  liberty  of  italicising  those  portions  to  which 
we  desire  to  call  especial  attention.  We  have  made  copious  extracts 
Ibr  several  reasons :  firstly,  because  it  makes  a  fair  exhibition  of  the 
pathological  and  therapeutical  views  of  the  author ;  secondiy,  because 
they  are  typical  of  the  opinions  entertained  by  several  of  his  cotem- 
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poranes,  who  occupy  prominent  positions ;  snch  as  Drs.  Bobert 
Lee,  Charlee  West,  l^ler  Smith,  Snow  Beok,  etc.,  that  is,  as  r^^ids 
the  therapeutical  unimportance  of  uterine  diseases,  locallj  consi- 
dered ;  thirdly t  because  the  opinions  of  such  men  carry  with  them 
much  influence  upon  the  minds  of  the  profession  at  large,  making  it 
the  more  necessary  that  they  should  be  carefully,  laboriously,  and 
impartially  arrived  at  before  being  enunciated  ;  and  lastly,  because 
be  has  taken  a  decided  position  in  r^ard  to  the  still  unsettled  patho- 
logical question — are  uterine  diseases,  generally,  aymptomatk  or  pro- 
iuctwe  of  their  accompanying  constitutional  disturbances?  The 
final  decision  of  this  question  is  of  infinite  importance  to  the  female 
')»ortion  of  community  ;  as  upon  its  decision,  the  leading  features  of 
the  treatment  must  take  a  constUtUumal  or  local  direction.  From 
the  general  tenor  of  Dr.  Rigby's  remarks  upon  this  subject,  it  is  rea- 
•onable  to  infer  that  his  views  are  more  the  result  of  analogical  rea- 
■ooing,  than  of  carefol,  experimental  observation  ;  and  herein,  we 
conceive,  lies  the  great  weakness  of  his  argum^tation. 

7%e  pathology  of  the  utehu  differs  from  thai  of  any  other  organ 
in  the  body.  Its  periodic  hyperaemia  may,  and  doubtless  often 
does,  so  act  upon  any  morbid  condition  present  in  the  organ,  as  to 
Hggravate  and  render  it  persistent,  independently  of  any  systemic 
influence, — whereas,  under  other  circumstances,  it  might  spontane- 
ously subside.  That  amenorrhoea  and  menorrhagia  are,  in  a  vast 
majority  of  cases,  **  no  more  than  a  fragment  of  a  constitutional 
malady,*'  will  doubtless  be  admitted  by  the  profession  generally  ; 
but  that  dysmenorrhoea  and,  especially,  inflammation  and  ulceration 
of  the  OS  and  oervix  uteri,  properly  come  within  the  same  category, 
will  probably  not  receive  such  ready  acquiescence.  That  dysmenor- 
rhcea,  ftom.  improper  exposure  during  a  menstrual  period,  often 
remains  as  a  persistent  consequence  (long  out-living  the  temporary 
cause  that  induced  it)  in  a  person  otherwise  enjoying  good  health, 
is  as  easy  of  comprehension,  as  that  neglected  pituitary  congestion, 
from  partial  exposure,  should  result  in  chronic  coryza.  NoV  do  we 
find  it  more  difficult  to  admit,  through  the  same  mode  of  analogical 
reasoning,  the  independent  existence  of  inflammatory  congefition  of 
the  uterus  as  the  result  of  temporary  systemic  disturbance,  during 
ft  menstrual  molimen.  To  contend  that  this  local  congestion  may 
bave  its  existence  perpetuated  by  the  periodic  recurrence  of  the  men- 
strual molimen,  for  an  indefinite  length  of  time  after  the  complete 
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tabsidence  of  tho  temporary  disturbance  that  indaoed  it,  doe$  nci 
necessarily  argue  **  eitber  a  singular  ignorance  of  tbe  fundamental 
laws  of  patbology,  or  great  indifference  to  truth ;"  and  the  doctrine 
that  ulceration  of  tbe  os  uteri  or  cervical  canal,  or  both  combined* 
may,  sooner  or  later,  become  a  concomitant  or  resultant  of  said 
inflammatory  congestion,  does  violence  to  no  "  fundamental  patho- 
logical law  "  with  which  we  are  acquainted. 

However  anxious  we  may  be  to  defer  to  tbe  acknowledged  abflitjr 
of  the  author  in  discussing  this  department  of  medicine,  and  how- 
ever willing  to  concede  the  general  clearness  and  correctness  of  his 
pathological  and  therapeutical  views,  we  are  unable  to  escape  the 
conviction — after  having  carefully  read  chapters  5th  and  6th  on 
inflammation  and  ulceration  of  the  os  and  cervix  uteri— rthat  he  is 
deeply  imbued  with  that  canservcUism  so  natural  to,  and  character- 
istic of  a  large  portion  of  British  obstetricians — a  conservatism  so 
cautious  in  its  nature,  as  almost  to  lead  to  intolerance  of  innovations 
upon  long-established  habits  of  thought  and  modes  of  practice.  It 
is  to  be  feared  that  the  partisan  feeling  which  seems  to  have  intruded 
itself  into  the  discussion  of  this  important  subject,  will  materially 
retard  its  truthful  elucidation  ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  those  whose 
abilities  and  opportunities  be^t  fit  them  for  the  successful  prosecution 
of  this  investigation,  will  conduct  it  with  an  eye  single  to  truth,  sci- 
ence and  humanity. 

As  the  subject  of  uterine  pathology  is  one  of  vital  importance  to 
the  female  community ;  and  as  it  is  awaiting  the  judgment  of  the 
profession  at  large,  we  would  advise  our  medical  friends  to  avail 
themselves  of  this,  as  well  as  other  works,  bearing  directly  upon  the 
issue. 

For  sale  by  Rickey,  Mallory  &  Webb.  b.  f.  b. 


**  A  Medko'Lsgal  exanUnatian  of  the  case  of  Charles  B.  BunHngh 
ion,**  is  the  title  of  a  pamphlet  just  put  into  our  hands.  It  contains 
"  remarks  on  moral  Insanity  and  on  the  legal  test  of  Sanity."  Om 
both  these  subjects  we  have  bestowed  no  little  thought,  and  have 
looked  forward  with  some  degree  of  confidence  to  the  time  when 
medical  opinions  and  judicial  decisions  would  more  closely  harmo- 
nize. These  opinions,  carried  out  to  their  fall  extent,  might  prove 
a  great  wrong  to  community,  and  the  laws,  interpreted  strictly  and 
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enforced  rigidlj,  might  result  in  great  wrong  to  individuals.  We 
have  but  little  space  for  comment^  and  yet  we  can  not  refrain  from 
throwing  our  mite  into  the  scale  of  medical  evidence. 

We  have  found  over-wise  moralists,  who  did  not  believe  in  the 
existence  of  "  moral  Insanity"  for  ihe  reason  that  it  released  indi- 
viduals from  all  accountability  hereafter.  The  ideas  of  such  men, 
however,  upon  both  mind  and  morals,  are  too  vague  to  apply  to 
any  process  of  reasoning  with  which  we  are  acquainted. 

What  is  meant  by  moral  insanity  ?  Simply,  that  the  propensity 
of  an  individual  to  the  commission  of  an  act,  deemed,  in  accor- 
dance with  the  usages  of  society,  wrong,  is  so  strong  as  to  resist 
the  force  of  reason.  In  other  words,  the  passion  to  do  wrong  is 
stronger  than  the  will  to  do  right.     Why  not  ? 

After  all,  moral  insanity  is  nothing  more  than  a  form  of  monoma- 
nia. If  a  man  should  appropriate  his  entire  time  to  the  kiUing  of 
xmts,  for  the  mere  pleasure  it  affoixled,  regardless  of  the  wants  of  his 
family  and  his  own  poverty,  he  would  be  considered  a  monomania€. 
If  another  should  destroy  a  fellow-being,  from  motives  of  gratifica- 
tion, or  without  motive,  conscious  of  the  enormity  of  the  crime  and 
the  certainty  of  punishment,  would  he  not  be  morally  insane  ?  A 
man  has  been  all  his  life  a  thief,  confessing  his  thefts,  and  reasoning 
against  their  propriety,  yet  declaring  that  he  is  overpowered  by  the 
propensity  to  steal.  He  has  been  called  a  monomaniac,  but  if  steal- 
ing is  a  violation  of  sound  morals,  is  he  not  to  be  treated  as  morally 
insane  f  In  fact,  there  may  be  no  appreciable  difference  between 
monomania  and  moral  insanity,  and  the  technical  distinction  may 
not  lead  to  any  good  practical  result.  Still,  the  division  aids  the 
medical  man  in  his  investigations  of  the  important  subject  of 
insanity. 

According  to  the  decision  of  the  Courts,  no  man  can  be  exempt 
from  punishment,  who  commits  crime,  knowing  good  from  eviL 
It  is  known,  however,  to  those  familiar  with  insanity,  that  a  strict 
application  of  the  law  would  be  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  maniacs 
themselves. '  During  their  violent  periods,  they  have  performed  the 
most  revolting  acts,  of  which  the  bystander  could  not  suppose  them 
to  have  even  the  shadow  of  an  understanding.  And  yet,  after  a 
letnm  to  sanity,  they  have  confessed  to  a  full  knowledge  of  their 
wrong-doing,  without  the  ability  to  resist  their  impulses. 

Much  has  been  accomplished,  within  a  comparatively  short  p^od» 


in  perfecting  onr  knowledge  of  insanity » and  in  ettablishing  a  rstiaiial 
and  hamane  system  of  treatment.  And  it  is  to  be  lioped  tliat  the 
legal  relations  of  the  insane  will  be  modified,  and  made  eommenao- 
xmte  with  the  spirit  and  advancement  <^  the  age. 

Heretofore  the  Oonrts  have  held,  that  in  a  legal  and  criminal  point 
of  view,  dmnkenness  and  deliriom  tremens  are  to  be  oonsiderBd  one 
and  the  same  condition.  So  far  as  we  remember,  Judge  Bartley  of 
the  Snpreme  Court  of  Ohio,  is  entitled  to  the  credit  of  having  grvsn 
the  first  correct  decision  on  this  point.  Although  the  lesnlt  of  in- 
temperance, delirinm  tremens  he  considered  so  closely  bordering  on 
insanity,  as  to  plead  the  acquittal  of  one  convicted  of  a  criminal 
ofiense.  The  question  with  the  Court  was  not,  what  produced  the 
delirinm,  but  did  it  exist  ?  Medical  Jurisprudence,  then,  we  aie 
happy  to  say,  is  having  new  and  more  attractive  light  shed  upon  its 
pages. 

It  would  seem  that  Professors  Oilman  and  Parker  were  before  the 
Court  as  Experts,  in  the  trial  of  the  criminal  Huntington.  In  view 
of  the  following  facts,  they  expressed  the  opinion  that  *'  Mend  hir 
Montiy  "  had  been  ingrafted  in  his  mind  by  predisposition  and  eidiir 
fKitUm^  or  if  you  prefer,  by  the  strongest  exciting  causes. 

A  paternal  uncle  of  Huntington  died  insane,  while  another  is  in- 
sane at  the  present  time.  A  maternal  unde  became  a  monomaniaCy 
abandoning  his  business,  bulging  piteously  in  the  streets,  and  scat- 
tering recklessly  and  profusely  mondy  thus  acquired. 

The  positive  evidences  attached  to  Huntington  himself  are-— that 
a  scrofulous  disease  of  the  scalp  and  neck,  continuing  until  his  tenth 
jrear,  was  followed  by  "  waywardness  of  temper,  a  recklessness  of 
consequences,  and  a  want  of  truthfulness,"  **  which  parental  disci- 
pline never  could  eradicate" — ^that,  "during  the  whole  period  of  his 
residence  in  New  York,  he  was  engaged  in  wild  schemes  and  specu- 
lations, and  undoubtedly  committed  more  than  one  forgery.  His 
•peculations  all  resulted  in  losses  to  those  whom  he  persuaded  to 
angage  in  them  ;  and  for  the  part  he  took  in  one  of  them,  he  was 
indicted,  but  the  indictmoit  was  not  presented. 

After  the  explosion  of  each  scheme,  he  would  sink  into  utter  pov- 
erty, often  unable  to  ^o  anything  for  his  support,  and  dependent 
upon  the  charities  of  friends.  He  was  overwhelmed  in  debt,  and  his 
affairs  in  complete  confusion.  Then  some  other  scheme  would  be 
jtarted,  and,  till  the  new  bubble  bursty  ha  would  have  command  of 
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money,  and  use  it  eztrayagantly.  In  these  alternations  of  wealth 
and  poTerty,  extrayagance  and  want,  the  time  between  his  failure  as 
a  fnmitnre  dealer,  and  his  establishing  himself  as  a  note  broker  in 
1855,  passed.  Then  (in  1855)  began  the  series  of  forgeries,  which 
were  oontinaed  for  nearly  a  year,  and  the  first  effect  of  which  was  to 
give  Huntington  an  almost  unlimited  amount  of  money.  This  he 
Bqnandered  in  the  wildest  extravagance,  filling  his  honse  with  costly 
famitore,  plate,  etc.;  buying  horses,  carriages,  or  anything  else  that 
caught  his  eye,  without  the  slightest  regard  to  cost,  or  to  any  notion 
of  his  own  wants.  These  (the  horses  and  carriages  especially)  were 
sometimes  kept  but  for  a  few  days,  and  then  sacrificed  for  any  thing 
they  would  bring.  In  other  respects,  he  was  just  as  unreasonable. 
Though  a  kind,  attentive  husband,  he  on  one  occasion  brought  a 
brass  band  into  his  house,  which  he  had  ordered,  illuminated  from 
garret  to  cellar  for  the  occasion,  and  kept  the  musicians  playing  in 
the  hall,  while  his  wife  was  confined  to  bed  with  some  nervous  affec- 
tioii.  This  was  done,  as  he  said,  to  cheer  her  up— to  raise  her 
tpirits. 

Dr.  Parker  visited  Huntington  at  the  Tombs.  **  He  appealed  to 
him  concerning  his  children,  with  a  view  to  create  some  emotion, 
but  he  was  entirely  unimpressible.  No  emotion  could  be  excited. 
Huntington  stated  that  he  should  commit  the  same,  crimes  again, 
bacause  he  could  not  help  it.  If  the  desire  came  upon  him,  he  must 
a&d  should  yield  to  it.  Dr.  P.  then  examined  into  the  state  of  his 
health,  and  learned  he  had  sufiered  much  from  constipation  and 
hemorrhoids  for  many  years  ;  that  a  year  or  two  before,  he  had  had 
Panama  fever  ;  that  for  years  he  had  had  noises  in  his  head,  as  if 
from  machinery ;  that  he  suffered  much  from  sparks  before  his  eyes ; 
that  for  several  years  he  could  not  sleep  well,  rarely  more  than  three 
or  four  hours  in  twenty-four.  When  asked  if  he  had  troublesome 
dreams,  or  if  his  business  disturbed  him,  he  replied  '  not  at  all.'  ** 

Dr.  Gilman  had  interviews  with  the  prisoner.  "  During  these 
interviews,  the  conversation  turned  on  his  forgeries  and  on  their  con- 
■aquences  to  those  he  had  defrauded,  to  his  family,  and  to  himself. 
Upon  all  these  subjects  he  spoke  with  the  utmost  freedom,  confessed 
diai  he  had  forged  repeatedly,  and  to  enormous  amounts,  that  many 
had  lost,  or  would  lose  by  him,  that  some  of  these  persons  had  been 
involved  solely  by  their  desire  to  assist  and  befriend  him,  etc.,  etc. 
AH  this  waa  told  with  a  calm,  smiling  manner,  the  details  beidg 
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from  time  to  time  interrupled  by  trifling  compliments*  inqnhiei 
about  tbe  news,  comments  on  the  weather,  and  other  idle  talk. 

When  his  attention  was  strongly  directed  to  the  dangers  of  his 
situation,  hu  probable  conviction,  the  prospect  that  in  a  few  months 
or  weeks  he  would  be  in  the  State  Prison,  his  replies  were  in  sub-  ' 
stance,  "  Oh  no  I  it  is  impossible !  no  twelve  men  can  be  found  who 
will  convict  me."  But  why  ?  "  Oh,  I  never  intended  to  injure  aaj 
body."  But  you  have  injured  many  persons.  ''True,  but  I  did 
not  intend  to  do  anything  wrong."  Nay,  you  know  that  forgery  is 
a  crime.  ''  Oh  yes,  but  I  never  intended  to  injure  any  one."  To 
disturb,  if  possible,  this  impassive  state,  allusion  was  made  to  the 
distress  of  his  wife,  and  the  heritage  of  shame  he  would  transmit  to 
his  children.  His  replies  were  in  the  same  smiling,  good-natured 
yet  indifforent  tone.  He  was  sorry,  but  it  would  all  come  right- 
all  blow  over. 

While  talking  on  these  subjects,  the  least  trifle  would  divert,  and 
for  the  time,  engross  his  attention ;  from  the  grief  of  his  wife,  the 
shame  of  his  children,  and  his  own  utter  ruin,  he  would  turn  with* 
out  the  slightest  effort,  to  the  spots  on  his  dress,  the  quality  of  his 
cigars,  or  any  other  trifling  matter." 

Were  Professors  Oilman  and  Parker  justified  in  pronouncing 
Huntington  of  unsound  mind  ?  We  ask  not  the  novice  or  idle  spec- 
tator, but  the  man  whose  eye  has  traced  the  peculiar  expressions  on 
the  face  of  the  insane ;  whose  ear  has  been  familiarized  to  their  wild 
shriek,  their  mournful  dirge,  their  pitiable  complaints,  their  calm 
expressions,  their  persuasive  requests,  and  their  argumentative  ap- 
peals ;  and  who  has  studied  the  faculties  of  the  mind,  in  discord  as 
well  as  in  concoi*d.  We  ask  him,  was  not  Huntington  of  unsound 
mind  ?  Has  ho  not  that  form  of  vMn/omama^  justly  denominated 
wwral  insanity  f 

It  is  true  that  ofifenses,  such  as  were  committed  by  Huntington, 
demand  the  interposition  of  law.  They  would  be  repeated  again 
and  again,  as  opportunity  ofifered,  or  until  some  new  and  powerlnl 
motive  led  the  mind  into  the  commission  of  some  other  offinae, 
equally,  and  even  more  criminal. 

The  medical  examiners,  we  will  not  say  witnesses,  had  imposed 
«poa  them  a  retiponsible  duty.  Nevertheless,  it  was  plain  and  direoi. 
11m  question  before  them  was  purely  medical,  and  their  decision  waa 
lo  be  made  without  leCerenoe  to  public  opinion  or  new^aper  ooar 
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inents.  And  their  knowledge  was  worth  more  than  the  wishes  of 
forty  prosecuting  attorneys,  or  the  legal  interpretations  of  as  many 
Judges.  Medical  men  are  no  more  honnd  to  shape  their  opinions  to 
the  laws,  than  Judges  are  to  shape  laws  to  medical  opinions.  The 
enlightened  physician  looks  at  the  numerous  cases  of  partial  aher- 
ration  of  mind,  and  he  hecomes  convinced  that  moral  insanity  is  a 
truth.  The  expounder  of  laws  says.  The  offenders  have  a  know- 
ledge of  good  and  evil,  and,  therefore,  must  he  punished  for  their 
offenses.  Very  well,  for  the  time  heing,  so  let  it  he.  The  future, 
however,  presents  one  ground  of  consolation.  While  truth  stands 
fast,  law  is  subject  to  change. 

We  are  now  addressing  members  of  the  profession,  and  we  hope 
no  offense  will  be  given,  in  offering  here  a  few  suggestions  for  reflec- 
tion. An  idea  has  obtained  currency  that  physicians  deem  it  a  high 
compliment  to  be  called  upon  for  opinions  as  medical  experts. 
Hence,  they  are  ushered  into  the  court-room  without  ceremony,  and 
after  being  questioned  and  cross -questioned  (cross  with  all  its  mean- 
ings) for  hours-rafter  the  loss  of  much  precious  time — after  the 
expression  of  opinions  founded  upon  study,  research  and  experience, 
their  services  are  estimated  to  be  worth  seventy-five  cents  per  day. 
ia  there  no  remedy  for  such  injustice  ?  We  know  that  lawyers  give 
miserable  testimony,  and  in  a  miserable  way ;  but  would  the  Court 
require  them  to  give  a  legal  opinion,  as  experts,  with  no  other  remu- 
neration than  that  allowed  to  doctors  ? 

The  mode  of  obtaining  medical  testimony  before  our  Courts,  in 
cases  of  suspected  or  reputed  insanity,  is  altogether  wrong.  It  re- 
anlts  necessarily  in  dissension,  weakens  the  force  of  medical  truth, 
and  subjects  the  entire  profession  to  public  derision.  It  is  no  dis- 
paragement to  the  general  character  of  a  physician  to  say  that  he  is 
not  competent  to  give  testimony  on  the  spur  of  the  moment  in  a 
doubtful  case  of  ^insanity,  and  especially  after  the  current  of  popu- 
lar sentiment  has  been  flowing  in  a  particular  direction.  If  men  err 
in  cases  of  real,  palpable  insanity,  and  in  cases  in  which  unnatural 
conduct  is  feigned,  how  much  less  competent  is  he  to  decide  in  the 
lighter  shades  of  insanity  ! 

As  an  illustration  of  our  views,  we  may  present  the  case  of  the 
*'wUd  woman,'*  recently  exhibited  in  our  city  as  a  means  of  making 
money,  and  who  was  arraigned  on  a  charge  of  lunacy.  A  number 
of  medical  witnesses  weie  called  to  the  stand,  the  same  means  of 
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eacaminatioii  having  been  afforded  each  and  aU.  Onlj  one  o«t  0f 
the  entire  number  considered  her  appearance  and  conduct  a  deceptioiit 
and  her  associates*  as  well  as  herself,  imposters.  Look  at  the  evi- 
dence, and  see  if  this  was  not  the  only  legitimate  conclusion. 

Her  exhibitor  and  reputed  ci4>turer  disappeared  suddenly  after  lier 
arrest,  and  could  not  be  found.  He  did  not  appear  even  by  attorney. 
Into  who«e  hands  she  would  fall,  and  from  whom  she  was  to  expeol 
mercy,  he  knew  not,  and  yet  he  abandoned  her  to  her  £ata.  Hm% 
to  begin,  was  strong  ground  for  suspicion. 

The  female  who  led  the  "  wild  woman  *'  with  a  long  strap  fsntoned 
to  her  waist,  stated,  that  when  caught  in  the  far-off  foiesiy  she  was 
dcthed  in  tkim.  When  asked  how  were  these  skins  prepared, 
brought  into  shape,  and  fastened  ?  she  replied.  They  were  tied  with 
grass.  Had  she  any  cutting  instrummit  ?  Yes,  an  old  knife.  Ae 
the  "  wild  woman  **  retreated,  and  manifested  great  fear  on  being 
approached,  her  affectionate  nurse  was  asked  if  her  breasts  gave  any 
evidence  of  her  having  been  a  mother.  She  said  **  she  did  not  know, 
for  ih€  had  tdwayt  wathed  and  dnssid  her  in  the  dark,** 

Chloroform  was  administered  to  the  "  wild  woman  '*  on  a  hand- 
kerchief. It  had  scarcely  reached  her  nof s,  when  she  ceased  to  offer 
resistance,  and  before  it  could  have  had  the  least  efibct  upon  her,  tiw 
breathing  being  almost  imperceptible,  and  she  became  entirely  pas- 
sive. While  in  this  state,  it  was  observed  that  her  ears  had  been 
pierced  for  rings  ;  that  she  had  been  bled  in  the  arms  ;  that  over  her 
mammsB  were  scattered  silvery  lines,  and  on  one  was  a  scar,  resem- 
bling that  produced  by  lancing  an  abscess ;  that  the  abdominal  sur- 
face was  greatly  wrinkled,  and  contained  a  vast  number  of  silvery 
lines,  especially  in  the  iliac  regions.  From  all  this,  who  would  not 
at  once  declare,  there  is  baseness  and  collusion,  in  showing  her  as 
wOdf 

Is  she  insane  ?  follows  as  an  inquiry.  The  answer  is  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  following  facts :  The  nurse  had  falsified,  and  the  **  wild 
woman  "  had  practised  cool,  self-possessed  deception,  especially  is 
her  attempt  to  simulate  ansMthesia.  Her  position  was  stiff  and 
studied.  Her  movements  were  quick  and  jerking,  and  made  as  if 
acquired  by  strict  discipline.  She  made  but  little  use  of  her  hands. 
She  drank  by  stooping,  and  applying  her  mouth  to  the  edge  of  a 
tumbler,  filled  with  water,  and  placed  on  the  floor.  Her  eyelids 
being  stretched  wide  open,  and  the  effort  to  keep  them  so^  gave  the. 
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faoe  A  somewhat  wild  expression.  This,  and  the  supposed  fact  that 
theie  was  no  working  of  the  lids,  seemed,  in  the  minds  of  some, 
conclusive  evidence  of  insanity. 

Would  any  man,  with  a  due  degree  of  experience  in  the  detection 
of  intdlectual  aberrations,  pronounce  the  above  individual  insaiie  ? 
Did  any  one  or  all  the  symptoms  justify  such  a  conclusion  ? 

From  the  testimony  presented,  the  Judge  before  whom  the  wild 
woman  was  arraigned,  considered  himself  justified  in  sending  her  to 
the  Lunatic  Asylum.  Gradually  and  cautiously,  she  gave  evidence 
of  a  restoration  to  sound  reason.  Then  came  a  full  confession  that 
the  story  of  her  capture  was  an  invention ;  that  her  appearance  of 
wildness  and  fetsr  of  man  were  assumed  ;  that  her  scanty  apparel 
was  designed  to  add  to  the  effect ;  and  that  the  whole  was  a  scheme 
to  make  money. 

If  this  woman  had  been  charged  with  crime,  there  was  a  sufficient 
amount  of  evidence  to  have  secured  her  acquittal. 

May  we  not  suggest,  therefore,  the  propriety  of  establishing  a 
board  of  experts^  upon  whose  opinions  reliance  shall  be  placed,  in 
cases  of  doubtful  insanity,  associated  with  the  commission  of  crime? 
Let  the  board  be  constituted  under  proper  legal  provision  and  sanc- 
tion. Physicians  composing  the  board  would  then  have  an  induce- 
ment to  qualify  themselves  for  their  responsible  task.  By  this 
means,  the  profession  would  be  benefited,  the  claims  of  science  sus- 
tained, justice  secured,  Courts  aided  in  their  decisions,  and  the  pub- 
lic mind  satisfied. 

In  their  investigation  of  Huntingdon's  state  of  mind.  Professors 
Oilman  and  Parker  have  sustained  their  high  reputation  as  men  of 
science  and  penetration.  And  they  are  entitled  to  admiration  for 
the  moral  courage  they  have  evinced,  in  sustaining  the  doctrine  of 
m>oral  insanity.  We  say  moral  courage,  for  what  else  can  it  be, 
when  a  man  stands  before  a  Court  and  an  excited  crowd,  and  pro- 
mulgates opinions  in  opposition  to  the  wishes,  and  views  and  feel- 
ings of  that  Court  and  crowd  ? 

At  the  close  of  this  article,  extended  already  much  longer  than 
was  intended,  we  regret  that,  for  want  of  language,  we  can  not  do 
full  justice  to  Profs.  Gilman  and  Parker.  Willing,  as  they  have 
been,  to  sacrifice  much  that  is  personal,  for  the  cause  of  science  and 
justice,  they  stand  before  us  the  very  personification  of  the  true 
physician.  * 

Vol.  xvm.— 15. 
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A  J)iieaur$$,  nUrodudory  to  o  Oaur$$  qf  Clinieal  Surffety,  deliverad 
in  the  Ampliithefttre  of  the  Louisville  City  Hospital,  November 
7, 1856.  Dj  Joshua  £.  Fukt,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Soigery  in 
the  University  of  Louisville. 

The  questions  discussed  in  this  Introductory  are — ^Where,  whai» 
and  by  whom  were  clinical  exercises  first  engaged  in,  and  what  have 
been  the  most  remarkable  steps  in  their  progress  towards  the  con- 
dition in  which  we  now  find  them  ?  In  the  solution  of  ibfUB,  the 
author  has,  of  oonrse,  been  compelled  to  avail  himself  Uuqgely  of  the 
labors  of  Pinel  and  Coste  in  the  5th  and  2l8t  volames  of  the  JHe^ 
Honnaire  dei  Sciences  MedkdUe  (in  60  vols.)  We  say  compelled, 
for  thcbc  questions  refer  to  subjects  upon  whidi  a  modem  writer 
could  hardly  be  expected  to  offer  much  of  originality.  Those  la* 
miliar  with  the  article  "  Clinique,"  by  Pinel,  in  the  5th,  and  the 
"  HOpital,"  by  Goste,  in  the  21st  volume  of  the  JHeiUnmmre  above 
mentioned,  may  feel  disposed  to  censure  Prof.  Flint,  for  his  neglect 
to  acknowledge  the  free  use  which  he  has  made  of  them.  Several 
portions  of  his  Discourse,  indeed,  are  but  literal  translations,  and 
in  proof  of  this  assertion,  we  subjoin  extracts. 


7LINT. 

**  NdUwr  to  H<mier,  nor  la  Htyp»cnl<»»  mat 
to  Celius,  nor  to  Plntareb,  nor  to  maj  of  the 
ciMolcal  AQtbon  of  tt»e  Aagusttne  sfo,  do  w 
find  a  word  or  a  phraoe  which  c«n  Mif  gest  the 
sliKhtett  idea  of  loch  MtoUtohmeoto  u  are  die 
botpttali  of  oar  digrs,  Amoof  the  MtmiraUe 
rwrMj  of  plans  for  temptos.  aqvadada,  tte* 
atrea,  and  other  public  biiildtoga«  Ml  Iqr  tht 
architect  Vetmrlaa,  we  look  in  vato  fbr  tfM 
aketch  of  a  hoapital/'— /atr#tfn«^ ^.  10,  It. 


008T1. 

**  Oa  qnll  fhnt  antandra  par  hOpltal  n*eat  d^ 
tifni  dans  aucun  dee  claaaiqaea.  H  eat  done 
M«i  certato  qne  te  mot  qui  diMffnel'Miflce  oH 
ploaieurs  maladea  aont  r^nnls,  etc.,  etc  8e 
tronTO  paa  daaa  Honiara.  H  ne  ae  rencontre 
paa  dans  lea  aueeurs  g reoa,  tela  que  H^rodotuaf 
Thofijdide,  Hippocrate  loinnteia,  nl  dans  Pin- 
tarqoe.  Dans  les  daasiqaea  dea  temps  antSri* 
eurement  et  post6rienrement  le  plus  rapprochJs 
du  Steele  d^Aogoate,  on  n«  rencontre  oea  d^ 
nomtoations  nlgraequea,  nl  latlnest  ni  ancnne 
pMphrase  propre  i^  sogg^rer  la  plus  Mgtre 
idta  da  noa  HabHstamena  hopitallers  actuels. 
IHoM  oetta  admirable  rarlfite  de  plans  pour 
rordonnance  dea  templea,  dea  th#itres,  des 
forumf  de  tons  lea  Miflces  pnblica,  le  silence 
afaaolu  d^n  anteur  Oe  aarant  architect  Vltru. 
▼e)  ne  laiaae.anenn  doute  li*cat  teard.*^— F*/. 
SI,  pp,  410, 11. 

Now,  Professor  Flint's  reputation  is  sufficient  to  shield  him  from 
any  imputation  of  ignorance  of  the  writings  of  the  world-renowned 
authors  whose  names  he  has  quoted  ;  but  it  is  evident  that  by  imi- 
tating the  course  he  has  pursued  in  this  matter,  a  knowledge  of  the 
French  language  alone,  may  enable  a  person,  ignorant  even  of  the 
names  of  Greece  or  Rome,  to  pass  for  one  deeply  versed  in  classic 
lore. 

Agi^,  we  make  the  following  extract,  for  the  purpose  of  cor* 
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recting  what  we  believe  to  be  an  inaccuracy,  which  should  not  exist 

in  BO  elaborate  a  production  as  the  one  now  under  consideration : 

"  Mais  Teloquent  auteur  du  Genie  du  Christianisme,  aurait-il 
donne  lieu  a  la  question  solennellement  proposee  par  T Academic  de 
Macon  en  1812  ?  '  On  demandera  pent-etre  comment  faisaient  les 
anciens  qui  n'avaient  pas  d'hopitaux  ?' "  etc.,  etc. 

We  give  Prof.  Flint's  translation  of  this  question  in  full,  with 
his  own  quotation  marks : 

"  Is  it  asked/'  sajs  the  eloquent  author  of  the  Otniut  of  Chris' 
Hanky,  **  how  the  ancients  could  do  without  hospitals  ?  They  had 
two  means,  which  the  Christians  have  not,  of  defending  themselves 
against  the  poor  and  the  unfortunate — ^infanticide  and  slavery." — 
Fodere  indignantly  repudiates  this  slander,  as  he  terms  it,  upon  the 
heathen  world,  etc.,  etc. 

Prof.  F.  here  quotes  Goste's  opinion  upon  this  point,  and  we  can 
not  understand  why  he  substitutes  the  name  of  Fod^r^  for  that  of 
Coste. 

At  p.  21  of  the  Inirodudory,  we  find  the  following,  whicht,  he 
reader,  not  acquainted  with  Pinel's  article  in  the  5th  vol.  of  the 
Diet,  des  Sciences  Medicales  (in  60  vols.)  would  not  for  a  moment 
suppose  to  be  but  a  literal  translation  : 

PINBL.  FLINT. 

*'  Les  bprHtanx,  k  lenr  ortgine,  serrirent  **  It  Is  certsiii  that  hospitals,  at  the  time  of 
plus  k  satisfkire  la  bienfkisance  pieiue  des  chr«-  their  origin,  serred  rather  to  satisfy  the  benero- 
tians,  qa*k  perfectionner  la  mMecine^  ei  les  lence  or  Christians  than  to  contribute  to  the 
ilodes  enrent  Usn  comme  anz  ^poques  pr^o^  improTement  of  medicine.  The  studies  em- 
denies.  L^<cole  d^Alexandrie  nait  si  c^lHire  i  ployed  for  this  purpose  were  carried  on  much 
alors,  qu^Amien  Marcellin  dit  que  sa  fr^quen-  as  in  preceding  periods.  The  school  of  Alex- 
tation  assidne  donnalt  toutes  sortei  de  droits  k  aodria  was  then  so  celebrated,  that  Marcelltn 
l*exereiee  de  la  mMecine.  Une  autre  ancienne  assures  ns,  that  to  bare  studied  there,  was 
4cole  moins  conane  que  oelle  d^Alexandrie,  et  enough  to  secure  all  the  rights  and  advantages 
oependant  tr^s-llorissante,  futcelle  de  Nisa-  pertaining  to  the  practice  of  medicine,  although 

e»nr  en  Perse,  et  on  doit  remarqner  que  les  ,  it  does  not  appear  that  any  thing  like  clinical 
ipitaux  s*y  tronraient  rappmchls  des  6eoles  studies  fbrmed  any  part  of  the  education  of  its 
de  m<^ecine,  arant  le  temps  des  Arabes,  aux-  ,  alumni.  There  was  also  at  Nisapur,  in  Persia, 
quels  on  attribue  ordinalrasent  Thonneur  de  i  another  school  of  medicine,  less  Cunous  than 
cette  heureuse  idee.  Fond^  par  Pempereur !  that  at  Alexandria,  but  ncTertheless  a  very 
AurJ'iien,  cette  foole  fnt  compost  de  i£^e-   flourishing  institution.    There  was  establisbed, 

a  hospital,  attached  to  a  school  of  medicine 
before  the  time  of  the  Arabian  masters,  to 
whom  has  generally  been  attributed  the  honor 
of  thst  happy  idea. 

**  Founded  in  87i  Iqr  AnreUan,  that  school 
was  composed  of  Greek  phy>deisns,  whose  ef 


dns  grecs  qui  llrentreTlTre  la  mWktelned^Hip- 
pocrate  dans  tout  TOrient ;  die  subalsta  plus!- 
ears  siC*ctes ;  et  oe  ftit  Ik,  sans  duate,  que  se 
for>mrent  Rhasus,  All-  Abbas,  Aricenne  et  les 
Anbes  les  plus  cfl^bras.  Cette  4oole,  qui  «talt 
efarttienne,  Halt  rolsne  d*an  hApltaL^— Diet. 
M/.MA/.  3S5. 


forts  restored  the  medicine  of  Hippocrates 
thronghout  the  Bast.  It  continued  through 
many  ages,  and  was,  without  donbt,  the  phuse 
where  were  educated  Rhases,  Avicenna,  and 
the  most  oelabrated  Arabians  who  were  raared 
in  the  eastern  part  of  Asia.  That  school,  which 
was  Christian,  had  near  it  a  hospitaL^'— /»tr#. 
tfvcterf,^.  91. 


It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  have  made  these  extracts,  and  we 
will  still  indulge  the  hope  that  Prof.  Flint  has  been  victimized  by 
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his  printer ;  hd  tiie  absenee  of  uij  ftllnsion  to  the  naiiiee  of  Pinel 
and  CoBte,  or  even  the  JHdwtmairt  itself,  leade  as  U^fear  while  we 
hope. 

In  concloding  onr  notice  of  this  Discourse,  we  insert  the  follow- 
ing, connected  with  clinical  teaching  in  onr  own  oonntry,  and  espe- 
cially in  Cincinnati : 

'<  Passing  the  Alleghanies  towards  the  West,  the  earliest  in- 
stances of  ^e  exercises  we  are  contemplating  were  nndonbtedl  j  pre- 
sented in  the  Commercial  Ho^ital  at  Cincinnati ;  but  already  have 
the  obsoorities  of  the  past  so  gathered  around  these  comparatively 
recent  events,  that  I  find  it  very  difficult  to  determine  precisely 
when  they  commenced,  or  by  whom  they  were  originally  conducted. 
According  to  the  most  accurate  information  I  can  obtain  on  the 
subject,  the  commencement  of  clinics  in  Cincinnati  and  in  the  West 
was  during  the  session  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio  for  1824-25, 
Prof.  John  Moorhead  giving  the  medical  lectures,  and  Prof.  Jesse 
Smith  the  surgical.  There  are  some  intimations,  however,  that  this 
species  of  medical  instruction  was  earned  on  there  as  early  as  1821, 
when  Dr.  Bohrer  was  professor  of  clinical  medicine  in  that  school/' 


A  Lecture,  Introductory  to  the  Course  of  Anatomy  in  the  Jefferson 
Medical  College  of  Philadelphia.  Delivered  October  17,  1856, 
bv  Joseph  Panooast,  M.  D. 

We  have  read  this  address  of  Professor  Pancoast  with  much  in- 
terest and  pleasure.  In  our  next  we  shall  present  some  extracts  for 
the  benefit  of  our  readers. 


•««*^^»««*- 


MISCSLLANBOUS. 


Coo/pef^s  Surgical  Dictumary, — ^Probably  no  surgical  work  has 
ever  had  so  wide  a  circulation  as  Samuel  Cooper's  Surgical  Dic- 
tionary, and  yet  few,  we  venture  to  assert,  have  ever  duly  estimated 
the  amount  of  mental  labor  expended  in  its  production.  Hie  fol- 
lowing testimony  upon  this  point,  from  the  author  himself,  is  wor- 
thy of  record.  We  extract  it  from  a  lecture  delivered  by  him  on 
the  4th  of  October,  1882 : 

**  The  midnight  oil  that  was  consumed  in  the  labor,  I  imagine, 
would  freight  a  Greenland  ship  of  modem  tonnage,  and  the  ink 
expended  be  almost  enough  to  float  it!" 


MiMceUaneouB.  21^9 

The  celebrated  Dr.  Oregory,  of  Edinburgh,  yielding  to  his 
feelings  of  loyalty,  once  enrolled  himself  among  the  ''  volunteers." 
The  Doctor  was  a  tall  man,  had  a  stoop  in  his  walk,  and  altogether 
was  rather  uncouth  in  his  appearance.  He  sorely  tried  the  temper 
of  the  sergeant,  who  swore  that  he  would  rather  diill  a  hundred 
fools  than  one  philosopher! 

j^^The  illustrious  Scarpa,  of  the  University  of  Pavia  (Italy), 
whose  works  on  Hernia,  Aneurism,  etc.,  have  been  translated  into 
almost  every  tongue,  was  the  surgeon  of  a  hospital  containing  only 
fifteen  beds  I  If,  as  declared  by  another  of  his  countrymen,  tola 
medicina  est  in  observattonibusp  his  observations  must  have  been  of 
a  very  different  nature  from  those  which  characterize  the  "walk- 
ing," or  rather  "galloping  the  hospital,"  to  be  observed  in  many 
European  and  American  institutions  at  the  present  day. 

j^^  Sad  was  the  fate  of  Delpech,  the  renowned  surg^n  of 
Montpelier.  A  patient  whom  he  had  treated  for  varicocele,  believ- 
ing that  his  impaired  virility  was  due  to  Delpech  instead  of  his 
disease,  fired  at  the  surgeon  as  he  was  passing  in  his  cabriolet,  and 
killed  the  servant.  He  then  fired  a  second  time,  and  mortally 
wounded  his  distinguished  victim.  The  assassin  next  retired  to  his 
own  residence,  and  blew  his  brains  out. 

J^The  London  dentists  are  making  efforts  to  elevate  the  char- 
acter of  their  profession.  The  Lancet  advises  them  to  adopt  a /or- 
ceps  for  their  device,  with  the  motto,  "  Pull  together." 

J^  A  rival  to  the  "  Horse-Eating  Society  "  has  recently  been 
established  in  Paris.  The  members  feast  on  asses'  flesh.  The  Lon- 
don Lancet  declares  that  the  poor  old  ass  is  entitled  to  the  same 
protection  as  the  mongrel ;  for  it  is  written,  that  "  dog  does  not  eat 
dog." 

J^  A  "  Case  of  Successful  Ligature  of  the  Arteria  Innominata  " 
by  M.  Peixoto,  of  Rio  Janeiro,  is  going  the  rounds  of  the  journals. 
It  is  admitted  that  the  ligature  was  never  tightened,  and  there  is  no 
proof  that  the  lig.  d'cUtenU  ever  closed  the  innominata  at  all.  If 
any  thing  were  wanting  to  settle  the  value  of  the  operation  of  tying 
the  innominata,  Professor  Eve's  valuable  history  thereof  ought  to 
decide  the  matter.  This  document  was  read  before  the  Tenn.  Stato 
Medical  Society,  ^lay,  1856,  and  afterwards  published  in  that  ex- 
cellent monthly,  the  Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine. 
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'*  LORD,  HOW  Tmg  WORLD  IB  OITBH  90  LTIHO  I" 

The  speech  of  M.  Velpean,   on  OTariotomy,   Ssc,   whicb  we 
publish  in  the  present  nnmber,  is  worthy  of  attention  for  more 
reasons  than  one.     In  the  first  place,  the  opinions  of  the  vetermB 
snrgeon  of  La  Charity,  seem  to  have  changed  materially  since  the 
publication  of  the  last  edition  of  his  work  on  operative  surgery. 
In  that  he  states,  "  if  the  tumor  does  not  exceed  the  sise  of  the 
head  of  an  adult,  and  the   patient  ardently  desire  the  operation,  it 
ought  in  my  opinion  to  be  undertaken.**    (Vol.  iii,  Am.  ed.  p. 
211).    But  we  do  not  notice  Velpeau's  remarks  made  before  the 
Academy  in  Nov.  last,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  propriety 
of  ovariotomy,  but  to  call  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  bold  im- 
peachment of  the  veracity  of  British  and  American  Burgeons,by  the 
editor  of  the  Otu,  de8  Bop,,  in  a  note  on  this  operation.    He  aseerta 
that  it  is  only  by  "  quelque  artifiee  ariihmeHque,**  that  they  have  at* 
tained  the  results  to  which  they  lay  claim.     While  he  makes  thia  un- 
warrantable attack,  on  British  and  American  surgery,  at  the  same 
time  Velpeau  denounces  its  raskneu,  and  very  modestly  pays  to 
French  surgery  his  highest  tribute  of  praise.    A  comparative  view  of 
British,  French,  and  American  surgery  would  at  the  present  period, 
be  replete  with  interest.    But,  for  this,  our  limits  will  not  suffice, 
and  we  will  console  ourselves  simply  by  drawing  a  little  upon 
French  sni:geTy,  for  illustrations  of  that  same  "  artifice  ariihme- 
tique,"  of  which  the  Gaz.  de$  Bap.,  maintains  the  British  and 
American  surgeons  have  been  guilty. 

Look,  for  example,  at  Dupuytren's  statistics  of  his  opeyttions 
for  stone.  Of  70  operations,  he  lost  only  6  patients.  That  was 
his  assertion.  Now  peruse  the  account  given  by  the  editors,  (San- 
son and  Begin),  of  his  work,  entitled,  "  Operation  de  la  Pierre 
(Tapres  une  rnethode  nouvelle,**  1886.  The  editors  inform  us  that 
the  rate  of  mortality  was  as  high  as  one  in  four  and  half !  Bo 
much  for  ihaXgrande  lunUere  de  la  chirurgis,**  the  surgeon  in  chief 
^f  the  Hotel  Dieu.  Take  next,  Lisfranc,  of  La  Piti6.  Lisfrano 
claimed,  that  84  out  of  99  of  his  operations  for  the  excision  of  the 
neck  of  the  uterus  were  successful.  But  according  to  Velpeau 
himself,  instead  of  99,  the  figures  should  read  47,  and  instead  of 
84  successful  cases,  80  of  the  47  were  failures.    He  adds  that,  in 
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addition  to  this  perversion  of  the  tratb,  the  feelings  are  outraged  at 
the  atrocities  committed  by  the  surgeon  of  La  Pitie! 

Again,  Amussat  was  accused  of  falsehood  in  his  statistics  of 
lithotrity,  and  Velpeau's  own  intetpretation  of  those  offered  by  M. 
Civiale  himself,  is  not  very  creditable  to  the  verazity  of  the  latter. 

Who  has  forgotten  the  "  artifice  arithmetigue,  of  M.  Guerin, 
in  the  wonderful  results  following  his  operations  in  orthopedic  sur- 
gery ?  And  we  all  know  that  Ricord  did  not  hesitate  to  insinuate 
that  Yidal's  vaunted  success  in  procuring  primary  adhesion  by  the 
terre-fine,  after  the  operation  for  phimosis,  was  not  true  ! 

Did  time  permit,  we  might  enlarge  upon  this  topic,  but  we  have 
adduced  facts  enough,  even  upon  the  authority  of  M.  Velpeau  him- 
self, to  prove  that  his  own  countrymen  fairly  deserve  to  sharo  in 

the  compliment  which  the  French  editor  has  so  delicately  paid  to 
others ! 


The  January  No.  of  the  SotUhem  Journal  qf  the  Medical 
and  Physical  Sciences,  published  at  Knoxville  by  Eichard  0.  Cun^y 
A.  H.  H.  D.  Cor.  Sec.  of  the  East  Tennessee  Medical  Society  ; 
Member  of  Tennessee  State  Medical  Society ;  Formerly  Professor 
of  Chemistry  and  Natural  Sciences  in  E.  T.  University  ;  contains 
a  remarkable  article  on  the  history  of  the  exsection  of  the  lower 
jaw  bone.  Under  the  head  of  "  Currey's  Notes"  we  find  four  pages 
devoted  to  our  collection  of  facts  bearing  upon  the  claims  of  prior- 
ity in  the  exsection  of  the  entire  lower  jaw,  published  in  the  Ameri- 
ean  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences  for  October,  1856.  At  least  our 
history  of  the  case  in  which  the  entire  lower  jaw  had  been  removed 
forms  the  basis  of  Dr.  Currey's  article,  the  object  of  which  is  to 
complain  of  the  injustice  which  the  learned  editor  fancies  we  have 
done  Dr.  Deadrick  of  Rogersville,  Tenn.,  and  to  the  cause  of  Sur- 
gical Science  in  the  South/  He  "  regrets  that  Doctor  Blackman,  in 
summing  up  instances  on  record  of  this  surgical  operation,  did  not 
possess  the  information  respecting  Dr.  Deadrick's  case,  for  his  arti- 
da  is  now  on  record  in  one  of  our  best  medical  journals,  and  future 
operators  will  be  influenced  to  some  degree  by  what  he  has  put  on 
record  of  its  history." 

This  is  lamentable,  indeed,  but  to  render  the  enormity  of  our 
shortcoming  more  severely  felt,  in  a  special  editorial  he  thus  gives 
▼ent  to  the  "  rousing  motions"  within  him. 
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'' Article  Fourth"  "  We  direct  tbe  attention  of  onr  readers 
especially  to  Article  Fourth  of  this  numher.  JustiHa  fiat  ruU 
ccelum,  It  has  heen  conceded  on  all  sides,  that  Dr.  Deadrick  was 
the  originator  of  the  operation  descnhed — and  like  the  discovery  of 
Golumhus,  once  demonstrated,  a  pathway  was  opened  np  in  which 
any  other  skillfnl  operator  could  navigate." 

Truly  it  takes  a  wise  man  to  know  his  own  ignorance.  Dr.  Gurrey 
had  a  task  to  perform,  and  fearlessly  has  he  executed  it.  We  venture 
to  assert  that  Sampson  himself,  when  he  found  that  his  locks  had 
heen  clipped  hy  Delilah,  oould  not  have  heen  more  astounded  tlum 
were  we  on  finding  that  '*  Currey's  Notes"  had  shorn  us  of  the 
laurels  which  we  had  fairly  won  in  defence  of  Dr.  Deadrick's  claims, 
and  of  *'  Southern  "  Surgery.  Should  Dr.  Currey  ever  engage  in  the 
removal  of  the  lower  jaw,  he  will  not  fail  to  discover  the  differenoe 
hetween  the  removal  of  a  part,  and,  of  the  entire  jaw.  And  if 
he  will  carefully  read  our  article  in  the  American  Journal  of  Med- 
ical Sciences,  he  will  learn  that  we  were  recording  the  history  of  the 
removal  of  the  entire  hone,  and  the  history  of  that  operation  only. 
We  have  said  that  it  takes  a  wise  man  to  know  his  own  ignorance, 
and  in  connection  with  this  we  would  remark,  had  Dr.  Currey  been 
acquainted  with  our  article  in  the  New  York  Journal  of  Medicine, 
Feb.  1852,  he  might  have  spared  some  of  those  regrets  which  have 
filled  his  bosom  on  account  of  the  unhappy  infiuence  which  our  his- 
tory in  the  American  Journal  may  have  on  future  operators.  We 
will  extract  a  portion  of  the  article  which  we  wrote  for  the  New 
York  Journal  of  Medicine,  Feb.  1852,  and  shall  anxiously  await 
**  Currey *s  Notes"  thereon.  Our  £ssay  was  entitled  "  On  the 
Claims  of  Priority  in  the  Exsection  and  Disarticulation  ot  the 
Lower  Jaw,  <fec.     We  give  the  first  part  of  it." 

Although  uearlv  half  a  century  has  passed  since  Dr.  Deadrick, 
of  Tennessee,  excised  a  portion  of  the  lower  jaw,  and  though  some 
twenty-one  years  have  elapsed  since  the  publication  of  its  details,  in 
one  of  the  leading  medical  Journals  of  this  country,  we  observe  that 
surgical  writers  are  still  almost  constantly  guilty  of  mis-statements 
whenever  they  attempt  to  give  the  history  of  this  operation.  We 
believe  that  no  surgeon  on  the  continent  of  Europe  has  ever  done 
justice  to  the  claims  of  Dr.  Deadrick,  but  in  Great  Britain  they 
have,  at  last,  been  most  honorably  acknowledged.  (Vid.  South 
Cheuus.  vol.  iii,  p.  745)  The  profession  in  this  country  have 
seen  with  surprise  the  attempt  lately  made  by  an  American  Profee- 
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9w  of  Swrgtry,  to  Bnrrender  tbe  honor  so  justly  due  to  American 
SQTgery.  We  think  this  Profetsor  would  blush  to  own  his  igno- 
rance of  the  existence  of  such  a  publication  as  the  **  American 
Medical  Recorder,**  and  we  know  not  what  apology  he  can  offer  for 
the  erroneous  statements  contained  in  the  following  extract  from 
his  report  of  an  operation  which  he  performed,  for  we  removal  of 
the  entire  lower  jaw,  published  in  the  January  number  of  the  New- 
York  Journal  of  Medicine  : 

"To  Dupuytren  was  reserved  the  glory  of  having,^  in  1812,  first 
removed,  by  a  methodical  operation,  a  portion  of  the  body  of  the 
inferior  maxilla  ;  but  since  the  innovation  of  the  celebrated  French 
iur^teon,  (the  italics  are  our  own,)  the  operation  for  the  partial  ex- 
section  of  this  bone  has  been  repeatedly  performed." 

Now,  we  would  respectfully  ask  the  author  of  the  above,  why 
was  not  the  operation  of  Dr.  Deadrick,  in  1810,  '*  a  methodical 
operation?"  Perhaps,  however  Prof.  Camochan  has  never  seen 
Dr.  Deadrick's  report  of  it  in  the  American  Medical  Recorder  for 
July,  1828,  vol.  vi.  p.  516  ;  and  for  his  benefit,  as  well  as  for  those 
who  are  denied  the  privilege  of  consulting  the  pages  of  that  jour- 
nal, we  will  insert  in  this  place  that  portion  of  it  which  is  descrip- 
tive of  the  operation.  The  disease  for  which  it  was  performed 
had  invaded  almost  entirely  the  left  side  of  the  inferior  maxillary 
bone.  Internally  it  occupied  nearly  the  whole  of  the  mouth,  and 
for  three  weeks  previously,  tbe  patient  experienced  great  difficulty 
in  swallowing,  and  occasionally  was  almost  suffocated  during  sleep. 
Externally  the  tumor  had  the  appearance  of  a  wen  of  considerable 
size,  <fec.,  <fec.  The  account  of  the  operation  we  give  in  his  own 
words  : 

"  An  incision  was  commenced  under  the  zygomatic  process,  and 
continued  on  the  tumor,  in  the  direction  of  the  bone,  to  nearly  an 
inch  beyond  the  centre  of  the  chin.  A  second  incision  was  begun 
about  midway,  at  right  angles  with  the  first,  and  extending  a  short 
distance  down  the  neck.  The  integuments  were  now  separated 
from  their  connection  with  the  tumor,  d^c,  and  the  bone  was  sawed 
off  immediately  at  the  angle  and  centre  of  the  chin.  I  saw  nothing 
oi  the  parotid  or  sub-maxillary  glands ;  they  probably  shared  the 
fate  of  the  teeth.  [Dr.  D.  states  in  another  part  of  his  paper  that 
he  presumed  the  pressure  of  the  tumor  occasioned  their  absorption.] 
The  wound  was  united  in  the  usual  manner,  and  the  boy  had  a 
gpeedy  and  happy  recovery.  The  tumor  was  cartilaginous,  and  on 
being  cut  exhibited  a  surface  as  white  and  smooth  as  polished 
ivory." 

Thirteen  years  afterwards  this  patient  was  in  excellent  health. 
This  certainly  looks  very  much  like  "a  methodical  operation,"  and 
one  would  have  supposed  that,  with  such  facts  within  his  reach,  an 
American  Professor  would  have  been  slow  to  yield  to  a  foreigner 
the  credit  so  justly  due  to  one  of  his  own  countrymen.    That  Dr. 
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De«drick  is  entitled  to  this  credit  will  be  move  appaient  after  peru- 
sing the  aeconnt  of  DapiiTtren's  first  operation.  We  believe  that 
the  earliest  notice  of  this  is  to  be  fonnd  in  the  HketU  sustained  by 
Lisfranc  on  the  26th  Aug,,  1818.  before  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  m 
Paris,  The  29th  vol,  of  the  '<  Die.  de$  Scien.  Med.*'  was  published 
in  1818,  and  at  page  482  may  be  found  an  extract  descriptive  of  the 
operation  taken  from  the  above  Thene,  by  F.  Ribes,  to  whom  was 
entrusted  the  article  on  the  '*  Machaire,"  The  details  given  W 
Lisfranc,  who  was  present  at  the  operatian,  in  his  Iheeie  and  in  his 
**Preci9  de  Medicine  Opereitoire*'  vol.  ii.  p.  419,  as  well  as  that  con- 
tained in  the  '*  Leeans  Oralee,"  vol.  iv.Q>.  628,  diffinr  in  no  material 
respect  from  the  statements  made  by  Dupuytren  in  a  Clinical  lee- 
ture  '*  On  Amputation  and  Resection  of  the  Lower  Jaw,'*  ddiversd 
at  the  Bbtel  Dieu  during  the  session  of  1888.  This  lecture  was 
revised  by  the  Baron  himself  previous  to  its  publication  in  the 
London  Lancet  for  1888,  '84,  vol.  i.  p.  56.  As  its  accuracy 
therefore,  cannot  be  questioned,  we  hesitate  not  to  quote  from  it, 
premising,  however,  that  the  disease  which  gave  rise  to  the  neces- 
sity for  the  operation  was  of  a  cancerous  nature. 

"  An  incision  was  now  made  Uirough  the  middle  of  the  lip  near^ 
ly  down  to  the  os  hyoides ;  the  two  flaps  were  then  dissected  off 
on  either  side  from  the  tumor ;  the  labial  arteries,  lying  in  the  sub- 
stance of  the  muscles,  were  easily  avoided,  and  the  flaps  beiBg 
held  on  one  side  by  an  assistant,  room  was  obtained  to  divide  the 
periosteum.  When  the  bone  was  sufficiently  exposed,  it  was  di- 
vided on  either  side  witha  common  saw,  at  about  an  indtk  from  its 
angles.  Up  to  this  period  of  the  operation  only  a  few  drops  ofblood 
were  lost ;  but  when  the  muscles  attached  to  the  genoid  process, 
and  along  the  mylo-hyoidean  line,  were  divided  by  a  curved  kniie, 
certain  arteries,  which  had  become  enlarged  in  consequence  of  the 
disease,  were  necessarily  cut  through;  however  the  hemorrhage 
was  not  so  violent  as  we  had  expected ;  the  fingers  of  the  operate 
and  an  assistant,  placed  on  the  submental  and  lingual  brandies, 
suspended  the  effusion  of  blood,  and  the  carcinomatous  tumor  widi 
the  bone  was  removed.  The  parts  removed  weighed  a  pound  and 
a  half.  The  bone  was  affected  with  exostosis,  caries,  necrosis,  and 
was  softened  in  several  places.  Twenty-one  years  afterwards  the 
patient  (M.  Lesier)  was  in  good  health." 

Why  this,  more  than  that  of  Dr.  Deadrick,  was  "  a  methodical 
operation,"  we  confess  our  inability  to  discover.  As  such  it  (Dr. 
D's)  is  acknowledged  by  British  writers  on  surgery,  as  the  following 
observations  of  Mr.  South,  Op.  Cii.,  745,  will  prove. 

**  As  will  be  presently  seen,  Deadrick  was  the  first  who,  in  1810, 
cut  away  the  side  of  the  lower  jaw,"  d^c. ;  and  again,  at  page748» 
he  remarks :  "  Deadrick,  of  Rogers ville,  Tennessee,  is  justly  enti- 
tled to  the  merit  of  having  first,  in  1810,  amputated  a  portion  of 
the  jaw  of  a  child  of  fourteen,  who  had  a  tumor  occupying  the  Mt 
side  of  the  lower  jaw." 
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Mr  Stanley,  in  bis  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Bones,  p.  278, 
(Lond.  ed.)  remarks,  that  Mr.  Anthony  White,  in  1804,  excised 
M  part  of  the  lower  jaw,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Cooper,  in  his  Dictionary 
of  Surgery,  allndes  to  the  same  operation.  In  consequence  of  this 
Mr.  South  was  induced  to  inquire  of  Mr.  White  himself  the  par- 
ticulars of  his  case,  from  which  it  appears  his  operation  was  not 
performed  in  1804,  but  in  1816.  (  Op.  Cit.,  vol.  ii.  p.  750.)  This 
ease,  in  which  the  jaw  was  removed  from  the  articulation,  in  its 
nature  and  result,  corresponds  more  nearly  with  one  of  the  cases 
in  which  the  writer  has  disarticulated  than  any  we  have  found  on 
record. 

Baron  Percy,  removed  a  portion  of  the  lower  jaw,  affected  with 
oariee,  some  time  during  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century.  That 
il  was  not,  however,  properly  "  a  methodical  operation,"  the  fol- 
lowing extract,  we  think,  conclusively  shows  : 

*•  De  1779  k  1784,  Percy  fit  avec  succes  plusieurs  operations 
nenves  et  hardies.  II  emporta  presque  tout  le  centre  d'une  ma- 
dioire  inf6rieure  profondement  cari^,  et  dans  ce  grand  delabrement 
il  m^nagea  k  la  plupart  des  dents,  flottantes  et  sans  appui,  les 
moyens  de  se  consolider;  bien  que  d^pourvues  d'alv^oles  et  de  vais- 
•eaux ;  et  aux  parties  molles,  convenablement  rapprochees,  les 
jnoyens  de  reprendre  leur  forme  et  en  quelque  facon,  leur  consis- 
taaoe  premiere.  Un  mois  sufficit  pour  r^parer  ces  mines  ;  tant 
aont  promptes  les  ressources  de  la  vie  lorsqu'  elle  les  deploie  avec 
liberty  !"  (Bist.  des  Jfemb.  de  VAcad.  de  Med.  ou  Jiecue*l  des 
Bioges.  Eloge  de  M.  le  Baron  Percy,  par  E.  Pariset,  tom.  prem. 
p.  282. ) 

'  In  1818,  we  learn  from  the  Lecons  Orales,  vol.  iv.  p.  669,  that 
-Baron  Percy  proposed  to  resect  the  ends  of  the  bone  in  a  case  of 
.vnvnited  fracture  of  the  lower  jaw,  but  as  the  case  presented  some 
peculiar  difficulties,  he  transferred  it  to  Dupuytren. 

If  we  go  back  to  the  last  century  we  find  that  an  American  sur- 
geon Mr.  Walker,  in  1760,  removed  for  necrosis  the  entire  lower 
law,  except  the  chin.  Some  particulars  of  this  case  may  be  found 
jn  the  Mem,  de  VAcad.  Boy.  de  Chir.  tom.  v.  p.  366.  The  pails 
lemoved  were  placed  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Else  surgeon  of  St. 
Thomas's  Hospital,  London,  who  forwarded  them  to  M.  Chopait, 
in  Paris. 

We  do  not  claim  for  this  the  title  of  "a  methodical  operation" 
in  the  modem  acceptation  of  the  term,  the  first  of  the  kind  having 
been  performed,  as  we  think  we  have  conclusively  shown,  by  Dr. 
Deadrick,  in  1810,  two  years  before  that  of  the  celebrated  French 
fuigeon.  The  following  panegyric,  therefore,  with  a  change  of 
names  only,  applies  more  properly  to  another  ! 

''Quel  nom  donn^r  k  I'homme  auquel  I'humanit^  est  redcvable 
d'un  si  grand  bienfait?  Or  batons  nous  de  la  proclamer  hautcment 
ici,  \  le  gloire  de  son  auteur,  \  le  gloire  de  la  chirurgie  Francaise 


wUU,)  |/«r  ft//C#«  *:iiiiAtn  yt^jtmmm  JL  iPmfmjftmm  {Dr.  JkmdhdkA 
i^u'  m  Hk  i'4mt:m  ^  HxktMkft  fMr  k  prnwr  Urn.  m  1812  (1810,) 
^^ifMM  miiMfmhU  if^tsnlumJ*    ILtc.  OrmL  UmL  hr, «.  6M.) 

Hmriuif  tmiMMutkuA  the  «lii»  of  AoMricm  80907  to  "  As 

fi^m  i4  i\m  lowwJBW,  Ui  as  now  «xftM]B*  90bm  of  tk»  luniJwl 
£iM;t#  wbkb  r«lM«  to  Ihe  MnpoUtiofi  of  the  mIm  misfior  WTilk. 

AfUr  thin  w^  Bm  w'Mtng  to  •obmit  to  the  profewion  wbether  we 
/IM  not ''  \t4mmm  tbs  infonnAtion  re«pectiiig  Dr,  Deadrick'n  cMe»" 
All/1  w«  l4«v«  ii  for  Um^  to  decide  whether  ILuiuui  is  not  **  hai^ged 
oti  i\m  /^llowM  tJiAt  he  hed  prepeied  forMordecsit"  Weenxiow- 
IX  Awnit  ''  CnrTBfu  Note*''  on  ''Article  Fkrnu''  to  which*  if  he 
\t\imm,  \m  ttiMy,  in  a  upedftl  editorinU  inrite  the  attention  of  Us 
riNMlerii,    JuslUiaJUU,  de.,  de. 


MimOAL  OOLLIOB  OF  OHIO. 

Tlie  tionimonoeinent  exoroises  in  this  institution  took  place  on 
TusMilsy  evening,  Feb.  17th,  in  the  Amphitheatre  of  the  College, 
iNiffjris  a  largo  and  highly  respectable  aadience. 

Thtt  (logHMt  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred npon  the  follow- 
lug  gt^iiiluiuou,  vis  :  Ana  Brayton»  Jacob  C.  Barr,  Harvey  Bradley* 
11.  M.  Ourry,  AugustnM  Case,  David  Campbell,  N.  G.  Clark,  Sam- 
uel (^)^ryall,  Wm.  Dickoy,  Bamael  Fisher,  David  Qonld,  Wsi. 
lUyM,  ilauutM  W.  Horofonl,  BanfordH.  Harrod,  8.  Alex.  Kennedy, 
Ooorgtt  I^lggtitt,  PrcMion  Lindsay,  Abm.  McMahon,  J.  H.  McMa- 
hi»u.  Kduumd  Onmond,  Amos  Potter,  J.  C.  Porter,  John  W.  Bed- 
luau,  J.  J.  H(»oker,  Burdott  Ramsey,  Lewis  A.  Btovall,  F.  H. 
HaloMi  N,  J.  Hawyer,  John  Bkivington,  Foster  M.  Sanderson,  J. 
A.  Wiudi^lU  Josoph  M.  Wishard.  The  Honorary  Degree  was 
ooufoiml  u|tou  Amos  (^hapman,  of  Alquina,  Fayette  Co.  Indiana. 

KxiHtlWnt  addriHiHes  were  delivered  by  J.  P.  Foote,  Esq.,  Presi- 
deut  uf  the  Bi>ai^  of  Trusteee,  and  Prof.  Samuel  O.  Armor. 

'tV  tkhwxf^  is  tht^  largtut  and  one  of  the  best  graduating  classes 
that  hsM  Uvn  K<>nt  out  from  the  College  for  many  years,  and  we 
\>au  c\iU|;iatuUte  the  frkmds  of  the  institution  upon  its  prosent 
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MIAMI  MBDIGAL  OOLLEQB. 

This  institation  held  its  commencement  at  jthe  Melodeon,  on  the 
evening  of  the  19th  inst.  The  address  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Fisher, 
President,  was  worthy  the  reputation  of  its  author.  The  valedic- 
tory, delivered  hy  Prof.  John  F.  White,  was  listened  to  with  plea- 
sure, hy  a  highly  respectahle  audience.  The  closing  part  of  this 
address  was  highly  creditahle  to  the  speaker. 


The  London  Medical  Times  and  Gazette,  Jan.  1,  notices  a 
case  of  poisoning,  at  Tully,  Ireland,  from  having  eaten  salt  horse- 
mackerel.  A  father,  mother,  and  three  daughters,  were  the  victims. 
The  verdict  of  the  Coroner's  jury  was,  *•  Died  hy  the  visitation  of 
God,  after  eating  some  horse-mackerel,  which  were  not  sufficiently 
cured!" 


British  surgeons  are  now  performing  Bozeman's  operation 
for  vesico-vaginal  fistula.  The  I^mes  and  Gazette  intimates  that 
the  hntton  "  is  hy  no  means  a  useful  addition  to  the  silver  wires 
and  shot,  which  form  the  really  essential  parts  of  the  suture."  It 
admits,  however,  that  future  experience  may  modify  this  opinion. 
Of  this  we  have  but  little  doubt. 


^r.  Andrew  Ure,  the  celebrated  geologist  and  chemist,  died 
in  London,  on  the  2d  of  January.  His  "Dictionary  of  Arts, 
Manufactures,  and  Mines,"  has  had  a  wide  circulation  in  this 
country.  In  the  spring  of  1847,  we  attended  a  large  .meeting  of 
tha  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  London,  and  heard  Dr.  Ure  discuss 
tha  claims  of  priority  in  the  introduction  of  anasstbetic  agents  in 
surgery.  He  was  then  apparently  quite  infirm.  A  few  years  ago, 
be  suffered  an  attack  of  apoplexy,  which  was  followed  by  para- 
lysis.   At  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was  70  years  of  age. 


With  the  present  number  we  inclose  our  bills,  and  hoj>e 
that  our  subscribere  will  be  punctual  in  their  remittances.  As  we 
pay  cash  to  the  printer  and  paper  manufacturer,  we  can  not  afford 
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to  publish  the  Lancet  on  any  other  terms  than  cash.  Those  who 
do  not  receive  it  in  fdtare,  will  have  no  dificnlty  in  accounting  for 
the  failure.  We  have  no  particular  fancy  for  this  kind  of  ediion3p 
and  intend  this  as  a  Jinal  appeal.  We  have  incorred  hetuff 
expenses  in  enlarging  our  Journal,  eto.»  etc.,  and  our  subscrihen 
are  now,  after  the  issue  of  our  third  number,  able  to  appreciate  tUs 
in  a  proper  spirit.  Subscribers  are  respectfully  notified  that  tki 
Editor  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  business  part  of  the  Lancet  of 
past  years. 


A  number  of  the  recent  graduates  of  the  Medical  College  of 
Ohio  competed  for  prizes  at  the  Commercial  HoepitaL  In  the  eailf 
part  of  the  session,  we  announced  to  the  class  our  determination  to 
present  the  successful  competitor  in  the  application  of  bandages  a 
copy  of  our  edition  of  Mott's  Yelpeau.  After  a  close  contest,  par* 
ticularly  between  Samuel  Fisher  and  David  Gould,  the  latter  was 
victorious.  Dr.  Gould  is  now  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  Gkoigetovm,  Ohio,  and  if  his  success  eqi&al  his  merits^ 
then  will  his  future  be  bright  indeed  I 

Several  of  the  candidates  afterwards  engaged  in  a  ctmetmrM  (sub** 
ject.  Syphilis),  for  a  copy  of  our  edition  of  Vidal  on  Venereal  Dis- 
eases.  A  patient  affected  with  syphilis  was  brought  into  the  amphi- 
theater, and  a  clinic  delivered  by  each  of  the  competitors.  No  can- 
didate was  permitted  to  listen  to  the  remarks  of  those  preceding 
him.  The  contest  was  closest  between  Harvey  Bradley  and  Edmund 
Osmond.  The  latter,  however,  exhibited  such  a  knowledge  of  his 
subject,  and  delivered  his  remarks  with  such  fluency  and  ease,  thal^ 
when  the  prize  was  adjudged  to  him,  the  class  manifested  their  ap- 
probation  by  hearty  applause.  This  trial,  unknown  to  the  com- 
petitors until  they  were  assembled  in  the  amphitheater,  reflected  Hm 
highest  credit  upon  those  who  engaged  in  it. 


The  tidings  of  the' death  of  Dr.  Elisha  Kent  Kane,  the 
intrepid  Arctic  explorer,  and  the  learned  physician,  have  sent 
a  thrill  of  sorrow  throughout  the  country.  The  citizens  of  Cin- 
cinnati, Covington  and  Newport  have  made  arrangements  to 
pay  a  proper  tribute  of  respect  to  his  remains,  which  are  daily  ex- 
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CMtof  carrtttl  him  llttte  oatside  the  Hum  of  mUttttgr  operations.  Aftw  Ui  1 
anee  of  the  duty  of  omyteg  Freetdent  Po11c*f  dieptte&et  to  OeLenI  Seott,  he 
•erily  trammelled  bu  the  moTcnenta  of  the  Amerloan  foreea.  Bia  betooielrioal  iltHBdea  eC 
Popocatapelt,  howerer,  are  of  ralue.  Oo  the  return  of  jpeaee,  he  waa  aedgoad  to  the  Coaat 
Surreyf  under  Proffeeeor  Bache,  and  waa  at  work  in  the  Golf  of  Jtedoo  when  the  liberallj  af 
Mr.  Orinnell  itimulated  the  GoTernment  of  the  United  Statea  to  the  lUat  Amerloaa  eneditkNi 
in  aeareh  of  Sir  John  Franklin.  Dr.  Kane  immedlaUly  rolvnteered  IHa  aenrieea,  aM  waa  aa- 
oepted  a>  Senior  Surgeon  in  the  Squadron.  Hia  *'  Peiaonal  ManratiTe  ^  of  thia  oniiae  waa  palh- 
lished  in  1858.  Before  It  waa  completed  for  the  pnaa,  he  had  eflMted  hia  anaiifaaMBtatv  At 
last  Arctic  Izpedition,  appropriating  to  hia  cheriahed  oti|eot  hia  own  peenniaiir  reaooroaat  as 
wdl  aa  drawing  laixelj  on  thoee  of  Mr.  Orinnell  and  aarcral  ot  th9  arienttte  taMltatioas  af  tht 
eountry.  The  hiatoiy  of  that  expedition  and  the  resBarkabie  AeooTeriea  to  whieh  H  lad  an 
now  before  tlie  eoiuitnr* 


PROFESSOR   OOBB. 

This  distinguished  teacher  of  Anatomy  has  recently  spent  a  £bw 
weeks  in  onr  city.  His  nmnerons  friends  will  be  gratified  to  leam 
that  his  health  is  excellent  We  have  a  capital  dagneneotype  likfr-. 
ness  of  him,  and  intend  to  present  onr  readers  with  his  portrait,  in 
the  July  number  of  the  Lancet.  We  hope  to  have  it  equal  in  finidi 
to  that  of  the  late  Professor  Shotwell,  published  in  the  Feb.  No.  of 
the  Medical  Ohierwefp  which  is  pronounced  jMf/eel  by  all  acquainted 
with  the  original. 


MEDICAL  BOOKS. 

Inquiries  are  frequently  made  of  us  as  to  the  best  place  for  pro- 
curing medical  works.  We  know  of  no  better  house  in  this  coun- 
try than  the  old-eetablished  finn  of  8.  8.  A:  W.  Wood,  889  Broad- 
way, New  York.  Their  Ibt  embraces  eveiy  variety  of  American 
and  Foreign  medical  publications,  and  their  prices  are  moderate. 


The  Graduating  Class  of  the  past  session  of  the 
College  of  Ohio  organized  an  Alumni  Association,  and  resolved  to 
meet  yearly,  on  the  day  preceding  the  annual  Commencement  of 
the  Coll^;e.  The  idea  is  an  excdUfU  one,  and  we  hope  it  will  be 
carried  out. 


We  owe  an  apology  to  that  excellent  bi-monthly,  the  New 
York  Journal  of  Medicine,  for  our  neglect  to  credit  it  for  ihe  casea 
of  reduction  of  dislocated  cervical  vertebne,  and  ligatnreof  the  com* 
mon  iliac,  reported  in  our  last  number. 


THE 
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Mservations  an  the  Climate  ofM(pieira^  and  remaris  on  the 
remedial  effeete  of  climaie  in  the  ireaimeni  of  Ph^ieie, — By 
Wic.  TiBBSTTSy  M.  D.,  CincixmatL 

The  island  of  Madeira  lieg  between  the  tfairty-eeoond  and 
Airty-third  paraUels  of  north  latitude,  and  16  degrees  89 
ninates  and  17  degrees  16  minntes  west  longitude.  Its  length 
is  about  86  miles,  and  its  greatest  breadth  14  miles. 

The  geological  formation  of  the  island  is  voloanio.  The 
vocks  eomprising  the  greater  part  of  the  island  are  lavas,  yoI- 
oanio  sand  and  ashes,  with  bombs,  Yolcanic  scoriae,  and  cinders, 
tufiM  and  conglomerates ;  the  non-igneons  rocks,  forming  a 
¥ery  small  portion  of  the  crust  of  the  island,  are  limestone, 
in  the  district  called  Sao  Vicente,  the  legnite  of  Sao  Jorge,- 
and  the  sands  near  Gaai9al,  containing  fossil  coral,  near  the 
eastern  extremity  of  the  island. 

The  principal  town  Funchal  is  situated  on  the  south  side  of 
Ae  island,  surrounded  bj  an  amphitheatre  of  hills  4000  feet 
hi^  In  Funchal  or  its  immediate  neighborhood,  at  different 
eleralions  aboYe  the  sea,  foreign  invalids  pass  the  winter. 

During  a  residence  of  nine  years,  I  pud  considerable  atten- 
tion to  the  nature  of  the  climate,  and  especially  during  the 
year  1860,  when  I  assisted  a  friend  in  keeping  a  correct  re« 
fpM^r  of  observations  with  the  thermometer,  barometer,  hy- 
grometer and  pluviometer.  The  following  is  a  brief  abstract 
of  these  observations.  The  mean  temperature  was  between 
Vol.  xvin— 16. 
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64  degrees  and  65  degrees  Fahr.  for  the  year.  From  ob«er- 
vations  taken  at  8  A.  M.,  2  P.  M.,  and  6  P.  M.,  the  higliesl 
daily  range  of  the  thermometer  was  11  degrees,  and  the  low- 
est 1  degree.  From  obserrations  taken  with  aeif-registerin 
tberm(»neter|  the  highest  monthly  range  was  18  degrees,  and 
the  lowest  6  degrees  61.  The  mean  temperature  daring  the 
day,  at  the  hours  of 

8  A.  M.  wM 66*  00 

2  P.  M.    «  W  72 

10P.M.    •*  • 68*»4» 

The  mean  hight  of  the  mercmy  in  the  barometer  was  29.86 
inches,  and  the  extreme  range,  0.46  for  the  year.  From 
observations  taken  with  the  wet  and  dry  bulb  thermometers 
(Mason's  hygrometer)  three  times  a  day,  the  ayerage  quantity 
of  moisture,  in  grains,  contained  in  a  cubic  foot  of  air  was 
5.284,  the  greatest  6.662,  and  the  lowest  4.410.  The  ayerag^ 
amount  in  grains  required  for  saturating  a  cubic  foot  of  air  al 
the  existing  temperature  1.957.  The  number  of  days  on 
which  rain  fell  was  66^  and  the  whole  quantity,  20.99  inches 
for  the  year.  The  days  of  rain  are  chiefly  in  the  months  of 
September  and  October.  The  prevailing  wind  in  Madeira  ia 
from  the  north,  which  blows  from  8  to  9  months  in  the  year. 
Funchal,  from  its  situation,  is  entirely  protected  from  this  wind, 
and  during  its  prevalence,  a  gentle  breeze  blows  into  the  bay 
round  the  west  end  of  the  island.  Fogs  never  occur,  and^ 
owing  to  the  equability  of  temperature  during  the  night  and 
day,  dew  is  seldom  seen. 

The  natives,  though  not  remarkable  for  their  longevity,  en* 
joy  comparative  immunity  from  disease.  The  only  fever  I 
have  met  with  among  them  is  a  mixed  fever  of  typhoid  tjip^ 
a  few  cases  of  which  frequently  occur  toward  the  end  of  the 
summer.  During  the  whole  period  of  my  residence  in  the 
island,  I  never  witnessed  any  of  the  zymotic  diseases  in  an 
epidemic  form.  The  few  cases  of  Rubeola  and  Scarlatina 
that  I  have  seen,  have  been  so  mild  as  to  require  no  treat* 
ment.    A  few  years  previous  to  my  arrival,  an  qudamic  oC 
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small-pox  proYed  extensively  &tal.  Its  introduction  iras 
clearly  traced  to  the  crew  of  a  vessel  from  abroad,  and  it  oc- 
curred at  a  time  when  the  sanitary  regulations  of  the  port  did 
not  exist,  or  were  carelessly  enforced.  Vaccination,  also,  had 
previous  to  this  visitation,  been  entirely  neglected. 

Dysentery  never  occurs  in  the  severe  form  familiar  to  me- 
dical  practitioners  in  tropical  climates.  During  a  season  of 
scarcity  of  provisions,  however,  in  the  year  1847, 1  saw  many 
fatal  cases  among  the  ill-clothed,  and  famished  poor,  who  had 
been  reduced  to  subsist  on  roots,  and  even  grass,  in  the  dis- 
tricts most  remote  from  Funchal. 

Rheumatism  is  very  rare,  occurring  chiefly  among  the  poor* 
est  class  of  boatmen,  many  of  whom  are  in  the  habit  of  spend- 
ing the  night  on  the  beach,  even  during  the  rains  of  Septem- 
ber and  October.  I  do  not  recollect  ever  having  seen  a  case 
of  chronic  rheumatism  among  the  natives  of  the  island.  The 
sedentary  habits  of  the  Portuguese  of  the  better  class  render 
them  very  liable  to  hemorrhoids,  as  well  as  dyspepsia. 

In  the  hospital  Sa5  Lasaro  there  are  generally  from  80  to 
40  cases  of  a  disease,  rarely  seen  in  temperate  climates.  Ele- 
phantiasis Qrsecorum.  This  disease  has  been  long  known  in 
the  island,  and  the  hospital  was  founded  as  far  back  as  the 
year  1665  for  the  reception  only  of  persons  afliicted  with  it. 
The  native  practitioners  consider  that  the  disease  has  baffled 
every  attempt  at  specific  treatment,  and  the  duties  of  the  phy- 
sician of  the  hospital  are  confined  to  prescribing  occasional 
doses  of  house  medicine,  and  the  enforcement  of  the  internal 
regulations  of  the  establishment.  The  following  is  the  sub- 
Stance  of  a  note  which  the  phyisician  gave  me  at  my  request. 
^  About  two-thirds  of  the  patients  are  males.  The  usuiJ  age 
of  those  afflicted  with  the  disease  is  from  16  to  25  years,  and 
none  of  the  patients  exceed  the  age  of  50 ;  the  majority  die 
from  the  disease  extending  to  the  organs  of  voice,  respiration, 
and  digestion."  I  have  seen  at  the  general  hospital,  Miseri- 
oordia,  several  cases  of  incipient  fflephantiasis  treated  by 
bleeding  from  the  arm,  and  sudorifioSi  with  apparent  success. 


Bttt  the  beiiett  is  said  to  be  only  temporary^  The  JKiseaM  ii 
considered  in  Madeira  to  be  both  hereditaiy  and  eontagiooa^ 
but  the  evid«[ioe  appearo  insnlBoient.  The  pali^ila  in  8a5 
Lazaro,  I  found,  came  chiefly  from  the  flat  and  marshy  badbi 
of  the  riyere,  and  there  can  be  no  donbt  that  the  canae  of  tiba 
disease  »  correctly  said  to  be  the  combination  of  damp^  ill- 
yentilated  huts,  filthy  habits,  and  poor  livings  A  prinoipat 
article  of  food  in  these  districts  is  the  root  <^  a  qpecies  of 
arum.  It  is  a  large  and  prodnctive  root,  weigliing  from  three 
to  four  poondSy  and  from  the  little  lab<»'  recpiired,  its  colthra- 
tion  suits  the  lazy  character  of  the  people,  it  is  coarse  and 
harsh  to  the  taste,  the  leayes  are  exceedingly  acrid,  and  only 
used  for  feeding  pigs. 

The  climate,  though  celebrated  as  a  resort  for  Pkthisioal 
patients  from  abroad,  does  not  protect  the  natiyes  ftcm  iUe 
miiversal  disease.  I  endeayored  to  procure  some  statistics  of 
the  mortality  of  this  disease,  by  an  examination  of  the  IhhAb 
of  the  hospital  M isericordia,  ivhich  a  physician  fit>m  lasboB, 
on  a  yisit  to  Madeira,  undertook  to  make ;  but  I  regret  to  say 
he  informed  me  that  he  found  the  books  had  been  kept  in  a 
manner  that  precluded  the  hope  of  arriying  at  a  correct  result. 
That  gentleman  calculated  the  probable  amount  to  be  not  lese 
than  one-sixth  of  the  ifhole  mortality. 

The  utility  of  sending  patients  afflicted  with  Phthisis, 
to  a  milder  climate  has  been  much  disputed  of  late.  My  ex* 
perience  does  not  justify  the  opposition  that  many  medical  mmk 
make  to  tiie  practice.  It  is  an  easy  thing  to  act  on  the  fed* 
ings  by  sketching  painfril  pictures  of  patients  sent  abroad  te 
die,  far  from  the  comforts  of  hcnne,  and  the  tender  nursing  of 
sympathising  relatiyes ;  but  if  lamentable  results  haye  followed 
from  injudicious,  because  indiscriminate  adyice  in  some  cases, 
(and  this  without  doubt  is  true),  there  is  the  more  need  fw 
physicians  to  study  the  subject  carefully  before  sliding  a  pa- 
tient from  home.  The  result  of  my  experience,  which  agraee 
with  that  of  the  experience  of  all  the  physicians  who  were 
^D^hged  in  pn^tice  at  the  same  time  with  myself  in  Madeira, 
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I  shall  give  as  briefly  as  possible.  Many  of  my  patients  eame 
to  Madeira,  by  advice  of  physiciaDS  at  home,  on  account  of 
certain  symptoms,  which  are  usually  considered  premonitory 
of  Phthisis,  though  they  occur  before  any  of  the  physical  signs 
pathognomonic  of  the  disease  are  detected — those  symptoms 
80  well  described  by  Dr.  James  E.  Pollock  in  his  lectures 
published  in  the  London  Lancet  last  August.  The  benefit 
derived  in  these  cases  was  very  conspicuous  after  a  residence 
of  a  few  weeks  in  the  island ;  the  night  sweats  disappearing, 
and  the  patient  rapidly  gaining  his  lost  weight.  It  is  pos- 
sible that  some  of  these  cases  might  not  have  progressed  to 
deposition  of  tubercle,  even  under  less  favorable  circumstan- 
ces, but  I  am  convinced  that  Dr.  Pollock  does  not  over-estimate 
the  significance  of  the  symptoms. 

The  greater  portion  of  my  patients  were  in  the  different 
stages  of  confirmed  Phthisis,  before  their  arrival  in  Madeira. 
Many  of  these  remained  only  a  short  time  under  my  observation  9 
having  been  partially  benefited,  and  then  having  left  the  island 
and  been  lost  sight  of;  others  remained  long  enough,  or 
returned,  after  temporary  absence,  sufficiently  often  to  con- 
vince me  that  this  fearful  disease,  the  ordinary  duration  of 
which  according  to  Sir  James  Clark,  is  from  nine  months  to 
two  years,  may  be  arrested  in  its  progress  for  a  much  longer 
period  than  many  suppose  to  be  possible.  A  gentleman, 
whose  case  1  watched  for  five  years,  first  arrived  in  Madeira 
in  1837.  On  his  arrival,  he  was  carried  from  the  landing 
place  to  the  boarding-house  in  a  palanquin,  being  too  feeble 
to  walk  the  short  distance.  The  physician  who  first  had  the 
care  of  him,  and  who  still  resides  in  the  island,  informed  me 
that,  at  that  time,  this  gentleman  had  Phthisis  in  the  third 
stage,  the  disease  progressing,  and  the  patient  extremely 
emaciated.  At  the  end  of  the  first  winter,  he  was  able  to  en- 
joy exercise  on  horseback,  and  aftei^  three  years  residence  in 
the  island  returned  to  Scotland  for  one  summer.  Next  win- 
ter he  spent  in  Madeira,  and  also  the  following  summer.' 
Svery  winter  since,  with  the  exception  of  one  spent  in  Scot- 


24^  TiBBBTTS— On  the  Climate  ofMmMrm. 

land,  and  one  in  Italy,  he  has  resided  in  Madeira,  where  lie 
is  at  the  present  date.  This  patient  first  came  under  laj 
observation  in  1849,  he  then  enjoyed  good  health,  with  tiM 
exception  of  occasional  cough,  and  he  has  been  able  for  maaj 
years  to  take  an  active  share  in  the  business  and  amusemeiiti 
of  life.  From  the  history  of  this  case,  I  have  no  doubt  tint 
nineteen  years  ago  softening  had  taken  place  to  a  oonmderaUi 
extent,  fUithough  I  cannot  be  positive  as  to  the  existence  of 
any  very  large  cavity  at  that  time.  The  only  physical  8igii% 
two  years  ago,  when  I  last  examined  him  were  depression 
above  and  under  the  clavicles,  some  dullness  on  percoamn 
and  creaking  inspiration.  This  is  not  given  as  a  single 
instance  of  the  benefit  derived  from  climate  in  the  treatment 
of  Phthisis.  In  whatever  stage  of  the  disease,  the  patient 
might  be  on  his  arrival  in  Madeira,  I  have  generally  observed 
that  the  most  distressing  symptoms  were  relieved  after  a  veiy 
short  residence,  and  in  those  advanced  cases,  that  continaed 
to  progress  to  a  fatal  termination,  even  this  relief  was  eon* 
sidered  by  many  to  be  no  small  boon,  and  as  outweighing  the 
inconveniences  of  exile  from  their  own  home.  I  have  seen 
many  patients  who  came  to  Madeira  with  no  hope  but  to  die, 
and  who  had  undertaken  the  journey  against  the  advice  of 
physicians  at  home.  These  were  generally  individuals  who 
had  previously  visited  Madeira,  and  had  been,  themselvei^ 
eye-witnesses  of  the  contrast  between  the  sufferings  at  the 
close  of  the  disease  in  their  own  climate,  and  in  Madeira.  It 
is  a  very  common  thing  to  see  the  patient  out  in  the  open  air, 
sitting  in  a  garden,  or  being  carried  about  in  a  hammock,  or 
palanquin  till  within  a  day  or  two  of  death.  No  attempt  to 
imitate  artificially  a  mild  climate  can  be  successful ;  for  in 
order  to  keep  up  an  equable  temperature,  ventilation  is  im- 
possible, and  the  atmosphere  is  vitiated.  One  of  the  assis- 
tant physicians  in  the  hospital  for  consumption  at  Brompton, 
,  England,  who  visited  Madeira  in  the  winter  of  1849  on  acconnt 
of  Phthisical  symptoms,  informed  me  that  in  that  institution, 
where  every  thing  possible  was  done  to  keep  up  an  equable 
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temperatare,  the  atmosphere  was  most  oppressive ;  and  in 
spite  of  the  vigilance  of  the  resident  physicians,  the  servants 
of  the  hospital  could  not  so  manage  the  heating  apparatus  as 
to  prevent  great  variations  in  the  temperature. 

What  is  the  explanation  of  the  beneficial  effect  of  a  mild 
climate  in  the  treatment  of  Phthisis  ?  There  are  many  atmos- 
pheric influences  of  which  science  is  still  ignorant,  but  which 
no  doubt  are  intimately  connected  with  health  and. disease; 
and  we  must  know  more  of  these  agencies  before  this  ques- 
tion can  be  answered. 

What  are  the  requisites  of  a  proper  climate  to  which  we 
may  transport  our  phthisical  patients  ?  Mere  warmth  of  cli- 
mate is  no  guide.  1  believe  that  the  only  requisite  we  can, 
18  yet,  speak  of  with  certainty  is  equability  whether  of  high 
or  low  temperature.  The  danger  of  complications  in  Phthisis 
J8  increased  by  variability,  especially  sudden  changes  in  the 
temperature,  and  moisture  of  the  atmosphere  in  which  the 
patient  lives.  Although  it  may  be  true,  as  Dr.  Walshe  says 
in  his  excellent  treatise  on  diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  Heart, 
tibat  ^^  no  satisfactory  proof  has  ever  been  given  that  inter- 
eorrent  pneumonia  accelerates  the  progress  of  the  tuberculous 
disease  itself,"  yet  it  is  of  great  consequence  to  prevent,  if 
possible,  its  attacking  even  a  small  portion  of  remaining 
avulable  lung  in  a  case  of  Phthisis.  So,  also,  with  respect 
to  bronchitis,  the  most  common  complication  of  this  disease, 
and  so  of  pleurisy,  which  when  followed  by  effusion  is  highly 
dangerous.  •  We  may  say  that  equability  in  temperature, 
moisture  and  probably  other  less  understood  atmospheric  phe- 
nomena, are  the  most  important  requisites  in  a  climate  that  will 
beet  enable  the  patient  to  carry  out  those  hygienic  measures 
that  he  must  depend  on  for  the  prolongation  of  life. 

Mostphysieians  now  are  chiefly  guided  in  choosing  a  suitable 
climate  to  which  to  send  their  patients,  by  a  regard  to  the  dry 
or  moist  character  of  the  attending  bronchitis  and  ^^  gene- 
ral tendency  to  the  Btridum  or  the  laxum  in  the  organism," 
as  the  rule  is  expressed  by  Dr.  Walshe.    That  is  to  say^  in 


the  former  cMe  m  moist  elimaffce,  ttiid  m  tiie  kttar  •  ikf  efi- 
mate  is  eonstdered  most  mutable.  A  moist  oIim«le  does  not 
of  eonrse  mesen  tiie  same  thing  here  as  a  dunp  dimate  in  or- 
dinary language,  hat  one  in  whieh  the  qnantity  of  aqueous 
Tapor  contained  in  a  giren  hvBk  of  atmospheric  air  is  great 
'relative! J  to  the  temperature.  Such  a  dimaie  is  that  of  Mft- 
drira,  as  appears  from  the  h jgrometrical  obserrations  of  lAkL 
I  hs7e  given  an  abstract.  This  would  appear  to  be  a  rationsl 
rule  for  our  gnidanee ;  bat  I  fear  the  evidence,  upon  nhiA  it 
is  based,  is  not  complete.  I  have  seen  both  iltese  descriptions 
of  cases  do  well  m  Madeira,  and  I  have  seen  occasionaDy  pa- 
tients retom  to  Madehra,  disappointed  with  the  resdt  of  iSbe 
experiment,  who  had  been  advised  to  try  a  Ornate  less  m<M8ty 
bat  onfortanately  less  ^uable  in  temperatnre,  in  whom  the 
condittons  irere  present  reqnired  by  the  role.  I  have  fre- 
qaently  benefited  my  patients,  for  a  time,  by  sendii^  tkem 
to  a  colder,  and  more  bracing  climate,  after  the  progress  ef 
their  disease  had  been  arrested,  bat  I  have  always  advised  m 
return  to  the  milder  climate  on  the  first  symptoms  of  progress 
recommencing. 

Egiirpation  of  ike  SnUre  Uterus.    By  Qio.  Fxm,  M.  D., 
Cincinnati. 

Mrs.  i  set.  48,  for  the  last  five  years  had  complained 

ef  a  sense  of  weight,  and  some  pain  in  the  pelvic  cavity.  She 
is  the  mother  of  five  children,  the  youngest  dl>oat  7  yean  of 
age.  Menstruation  had  been  regular,  and  apparendy  firom ' 
the  smrface  of  the  tumor.  When  called  to  see  her,  some  three 
months  since,  I  found  a  smooth,  round  tumor,  nearly  the  siae 
ef  m  child's  head,  pressing  upon  the  perineum,  and  protruding 
to  within  an  inch  of  the  vulva.  In  passing  my  hand  in  and 
around  the  tumor  in  every  direction,  I  found  no  trace  of  the 
OS  nteri.  In  this  examination  I  was  assisted  by  Professor 
Graham,  who,  like  myself,  could  find  no  trace  of  the  at.  Pre- 
vieus  to  my  next  visit,  she  sent  a  message  to  me,  deelining 
further  attendance* 
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I  lievd  mo  more  of  ibe  case  until  tke  morning  of  Sunday, 
March  16tli^  when  I^was  requested  to  attend  her  immediately, 
I  then  found  a  large,  irregular  tumor,  about  eight  inches  in 
length  and  twelre  in  circumference.  At  its  outer  extremity 
was  a  portion  partially  seyered,  as  if  by  a  knife,  lliis  afforded 
an  opportunity  of  examining  the  internal  structure  of  the 
tumor,  when  its  fibrous  character  was  clearly  ascertained. 
Assisted  by  Professor  Blackman  and  Dr.  Richardson,  I  placed 
the  patient  under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  and  proceeded 
to  transfix  the  pedicle  of  the  tumor  with  a  stout  needle  umed 
with  a  strong  cord.  Considerable  difficulty  was  experienced 
in  this  matter,  owing  to  the  attachment  of  a  mass  titte  sise  of 
an  orange,  which  was  dragged  firom  the  pelvis  with  the  pedi- 
^e.  Connected  with  this  was  a  portion  which  seemed  to  be 
the  OS  uteri.  After  transfixing  the  pedicle,  the  whole  mass 
was  firmly  included  and  ligated.  Just  before  the  operation, 
the  pulse  was  quite  feeble,  and  ranged  at  about  110.  After 
it  was  completed,  the  patient  suffered  no  prostration,  and  in  a 
few  hours  began  to  rally,  and  now,  two  weeks  after  the  opera- 
tion, has  had  no  unpleasant  symptom.  I  administered  for  the 
first  three  days  two  grains  of  opium  every  two  hours.  On 
the  fourth  day,  she  had  some  three  or  four  serous  evacuations 
firom  the  bowels,  when  I  substituted  for  the  opium,  qiunine, 
diluted  sulphuric  acid,  and  syrup  of  morphia.  This  had  the 
desired  effect  in  arresting  the  evacuations,  and  imparted  an 
sppetite.  Her  strength  has  continued  to  improve ;  the  liga- 
ture came  away  on  the  eighth  day,  and  she^  is  now  able  to 
walk,  as  she  does  daily,  around  the  room.  I  examined  her 
with  a  speculum,  and  found  a  eid-de-Boc  terminating  some  three 
and  a  half  inches  within  the  vulva.  No  trace  of  the  uterus 
remains. 

Editor. — ^It  was  our  privilege  to  assist  Dr.  Fries  in  this  very 
iHterestiiig  operation,  and  through  his  politenesH,  had  an  op- 
portunity of  exhibiting  the  mass  removed  to  the  class  attend- 
ing the  clinics  at  the  Commercial  Hospital.  A  careful  ex- 
mmmation,  not  only  of  the  tumor,  but  the  patient,  has  satisfied 
us  that  the  entire  uterus  has  been  extirpated. 
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WiOMtr^s  Operation  far  ike  Badieal  Cure  afMermtL  BirCtoo. 
G.  Blaoeman,  ]ML  D.y  Professor  of  Sargei^  in  the  Medioid 
College  of  Ohio,  Surgeon  to  the  Commercial  Hospital,  etc 

Since  the  aatumn  of  1888,  Professor  Wiitier,  of  Bonn,  hai 
udopted  a  proceeding  of  his  own  for  the  radical  cure  of  hemii^ 
which  has  proved  to  be  safe,  effectual,  and  which  is  ezceedi> 
ingly  simple  in  its  performance.  The  inguinal  canal  is  filled 
by  an  invaginated  portion  of  the  scrotum,  and  adhesiye  inflam- 
mation excited  by  pressure,  produced  by  means  of  an  inatm* 
ment  which  enables  the  surgeon  to  regulate  the  degree  with 
great  precision.  It  is  called  the  invaginatorium  hermaU^  and 
different  sixes  are  necessary,  so  as  to  be  adapted  to  the  diffe- 
rent dimensions  of  the  inguinal  canaL  The  following  illustra- 
tion and  description  of  the  instrument  we  copy  from  the  last 
edition  (1855)  of  Sedillot's  TraiU  de  Medicine  Qpindake. 
,    The  inyaginator  is  cylindrical,  and  is  made  of  wood  or  irory. 


The  handle  is  movable,  so  as  to  be  attached  to  the  extremity 
of  a  needle,  long  and  curved,  and  which  passes  through  the 
invaginator,  so  as  to  escape  through  an  opening  near  its 
extremity.  Another  portion  of  the  instrument  consists  of  a 
concave  plate,  in  which  are  two  oval  holes,  and  it  is  by  means 


of  this  plate,  acted  on  by  screws,  that  the  compression  required 
te  develop  the  adhesive  action  is  made. 

The  inguinal  r^on  having  been  shaved,  the  patient  is 
placed  as  for  lithotomy.  The  surgeon  then  reduces  the  con- 
tents of  the  hernia,  and  with  the  fore-finger  of  the  left  hand, 
palmar  surface  upward,  he  thrusts  a  portion  of  the  ierotun^ 
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with  the  hernial  sao,  as  far  as  the  internal  ring.  The  finger 
18  then  slightly  bent,  and  the  invaginator  carried  along  its 
surface,  until  it  reaches  the  internal  ring.  The  surgeon  hay* 
ing  satisfied  himself  that  the  invaginated  cone  remains  in  place^ 
pushes  the  needle  so  as  to  cause  its  point  to  protrude  through 
the  integuments.  The  compressing  plate  is  now  applied,  the 
protruding  needle  and  screw  near  its  outer  extremity  passing 
through  the  oval  openings  of  the  plate.  The  chief  pressure 
is  efiected  by  the  screw  passing  through  the  oval  opening  in 
the  plate,  but  the  outer  extremity  of  the  latter  is  adjusted  to 
a  forked  hinge,  and  acted  on  by  another  screw,  which  gives  a 
proper  direction  to  the  compressing  plate.  The  parts  are  to 
be  examined  every  twenty-four  or  forty-eight  hours,  to  ascer> 
tain  that  too  high  a  degree  of  inflammation,  followed  by  sup- 
puration and  ulceration,  does  not  take  place.  Formerly^ 
Wutser  allowed  the  instrument  to  remain  for  a  fortnight,  or 
even  longer ;  but  it  is  now  believed  by  those  who  have  tried 
this  method,  that,  in  a  healthy  subject,  six  days  are  sufficient 
That  was  the  period  during  which  it  was  applied  in  the  foUow* 
ing  case,  treated  by  us  recently  in  the  Commercial  Hospital 
with  the  most  satis&ctory  results : 

The  patient,  a  rope-maker,  set.  48,  was  admitted  Jan.  18th, 
1857.  Fifteen  years  ago,  a  hernia  formed  on  the  right  side, 
in  consequence  of  extra  exertion  made  in  the  act  of  leaping. 
A  truss  was  soon  applied,  but  proved  of  no  benefit.  The  her- 
nia continued  to  increase  until  1852,  when  another  occurred 
on  the  left  side,  while  in  the  act  of  lifting.  He  then  procured 
a  double  truss,  and  after  wearing  it  two  years,  the  rupture  on 
ihe  left  side  disappeared.  For  some  time  before  his  admis- 
rion,  that  on  the  right  side  had  become  very  troublesome,  so 
much  so  as  to  compel  him  to  abandon  his  trade.  It  descended 
into  the  scrotum,  and  about  two  weeks  before  the  operation, 
there  was  partial  strangulation,  which  was  relieved  by  appro- 
priate treatment. 

On  the  9th  of  March,  Wutser's  operation  was  performed 
before  the  class  and  a  number  of  physicians  of  the  city,  aU  of 
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iHiom  expressed  ibev~admir«tioB  of  its  simplkilj  e^d  {Nro^ti^ 
el^.  For  fortf  "«tgfat  honmy  the  patient  oompUuBed  a  Iktli 
of  the  horaing  BenBation  caased  by  the  eotnpteesioB^  \mk 
daring  the  whole  period  (riz  dajs)  of  lihe  appUeatioii  of 
the  instrnment,  the  enfiering,  or  rather  oooATeoienoe^  to 
which  it  gave  rise,  was  unworthy  of  notibe. .  !ilie  indaratMna 
and  thickening  along  t^  trad:  of  the  inguinal  eanal  oedd  ba 
plainly  fdt  (br  some  days,  bat  it  is  gradnaUy  diiaiaiahifift 
tod  according  to  the  experi^oe  of  Wiitier,  it  will  soon  be 
hardly  perceptible.  The  patient,  now  '  ■  ■  weeks  afttr  the 
operation,  is  mndi  gratified,  dedaring  lliat  in  eoag^i^  or 
making  exertion,  he  feels  none  of  the  ^^  old  weakness  "  at  die 
Beat  of  protrusion.  On  Satarday,  Mareh  S8th,  Dr.  OEripletv 
of  the  U.  S»  Army,  endeaTored  to  pass  his  finger  19  tiie  ingal* 
nal  canal,  but  could  not  snoeeed.  My  own  sabseqnent  eBmii> 
tiation,  three  weeks  after  the  operation,  satisfied  me  tlMit  thi^ 
canal  was  completely  closed.  *  He  has  worn  a  truss  meet  of  the 
time  since  the  apparatus  was  remored,  and  Wiitier  reooinmends 
its  use  for  some  weeks  aft^  tiie  operati<m.  Some  of  his  caaet 
were  examined  6  and  8  years  afterwards,  and  there  had  beeil 
no  return  of  the  hernia. 


A  Review  ofPr.  Cartel 9  JEssay  on  IrtiermiUevd  FeveTj  in  Jan* 
No.  of  Western  Lancet.  By  J.  R.  Mills,  M.  D.,  Hunting- 
ton, Ind. 

Mb.  Editob  :— I  hope  you  will  excuse  me  making  a  modest 
reply  to  an  Essay  in  your  Journal  of  January  last,  on  the 
Treatment  of  Intermitt^it  Feyer  in  the  West,  by  Dr.  Carroll, 
Df  your  city.  I  haye  practised  in  ihe  Wabash  country  for 
the  last  twelve  years,  and  as  the  Doctor  has  thought  ptoper 
to  tread  hearily  upon  our  toes,  I  am  sure  he^  too,  will  ezcuae 
my  remarks* 

I  freely  admit  many  men  hare  become  wiser  ^  by  leariag 
the  West,  and  traveling  to  the  East."  This  may  have  been 
the  Doctor's  good  fortune ;  but  I  have  serious  doubti  whedisr 
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he  k  truly  ki  eamesty  in  ttating  tome  of  the  k jpotlieses  set 
fbrtfi  in  his  Bssay.  To  say  the  least  of  them,  they  are  diame- 
trieally  opposed  to  the  teachings  of  standard  anthorities  on 
Materia  Medica  and  Principles  of  Medicine  that  I  haye  been 
in  the  habit  of  consulting.  On  page  28,  the  Doctor  says,. 
'*  Where  qniwine  alone  ie  admimeieredy  reeuUe.  oocam/onaJbf. 
fiUlow  that  are  appalling ^'^  and  so  forth ;  a  little  farther  on^ 
he  adds,  ^^  large  doses  of  quinine,  or  no  treatment  at  all,  will 
prodnoe  symptoms  that  are  appalling;"  consequently,  we 
come  to  the  oonclusion  that  large  doses  of  quinine  have  the 
same  eSbct  upon  the  system  as  no  medicine  at  all.  Such,  at 
least,  are  the  teachings  of  Dr.  Carroll.  The  question  arises, 
Aen,  why  the  Doctor  should,  on  the  same  page,  recommend 
sixty  grains  of  quinine  to  be  giren  in  oongestiye  chills ! 
JhiSy  to  my  mind,  is  inconsistent.  Again,  the  Doctor  speaks 
of  neuralgia  as  being  produced  from  the  exhibition  of  quinine  ; 
also  opacity  of  the  lens,  of  total  blindness  from  the  same  cause 
(gmtfitiitf).  On  the  Wabash  we  should  rely  on  quinine  to 
emre  neuralgia,  and  I  believe  that  Lawrence  or  McKenzie 
recommends  quinine  where  opacity  of  the  lens  exists.  These 
strange  and  peculiar  ideas  set  forth  by  Dr.  Carroll,  are  cer- 
tainly original  with  him,  and  I  wUlingly  give  him  the  full 
benefit  of  his  strange  discoyeries,  their  opposition  to  all  stan^ 
dard  authority  notwithstanding. 

-  But  allow  me  to  follow  the  Doctor  a  little  further,  wherein 
be  attempts  to  prove  hk  position !  In  his  record  of  the  case 
of  the  fanner  from  the  Wabash,  who,  by  the  by,  had  not  ^^  his 
soalp  affected  by  neuralgia,  nor  the  humors  or  lens  of  the  eye 
diseased,  nor  had  he  inflanmiation  of  the  parotid  glands  (the 
qminine  treatment  notwithstanding — see.the  Dootor's  Essay); 
but  aU  had  settled  in  his  ham  I  He  had  been  suffering  from 
sMZIaand  stiffness  in  the  ham  ;  the  patient  was  anaemic,  or 
^pale  and  nervous/*  ^^  there  was  tenderness  about  the  pop- 
liteal r^on,  with  pain  in  that  part,'*  and  so  forth,  before  the 
Doctor  saw  him  (Feb.  26th.)  Now,  what  conclusion  would 
•■7  praotitumer  haye  arriyed  at  ?    Would  it  not  haye  been 


ibftt  there  already  easUted  a  deep-eeated  oiMeM,  and  that  tlie 
ehillsy  the  Boreness,  and  stifihess  of  the  mnaeles  were  tlw 
necessary  consequenoes  7     But  what  was  the  result  of  the 
Doctor's  examination  7   Did  he  condude  it  was  a  deep-seated 
abscess  7  No !    Caries  of  the  bone  7  No !    Neuralgia  7  No ! 
Bheumatism  7  No !  But  he  diagnosed  ^^  a  badljf  treaUd  eate  cf 
Agueir    What  next  7    Notwithstanding  the  nnima  of  thia 
patient,  the  Doctor  first  ^^  purged  fredy  mih  calomel  amd 
jcHap  "  (would  not  some  ealine  purgative  have  been  more  adn* 
sable,  if  purgation  was  at  aU  indicated  7)  and  ^^  direeted  foment 
tatum  to  the  ham  "  (why  these  fomentations,  if  his  diagnosis 
was  correct  7)  then  prescribed  ^^  large  doses  of  quinine^  com* 
bined  with  calomel "  (had  the  Doctor  so  soon  forgotten  that 
his  patient's  parotid  glands  might  become  inflamedy  that  nen* 
ralgia  of  the  scalp  might  occur,  that  opacity  of  the  lens  might 
follow?  see  the  Doctor's  Essay  throughout.)    The  Doctor^ 
however,  still  perseveres  with  quinine  and  purgativei^  and  the 
patient  complains  more  and  more  of  the  ham  difficulty — per* 
eeverando  vinees — and  the  Doctor  continues  *^  to  purgej  and 
give  calomel  and  opium"    The  patient  is  getting  more  and 
more  ancemic,  and  now  arrives  at  a  stage  wherein  a  change  of 
treatment  is  thought  advisable,  and  what  does  Dr.  Carroll 
prescribe  7    Iron  7  No  !     Syr :  Ferri  et  lodin  7  No  !     Quinine 
and  Iron  7  No !    Beef  tea  7  No  !     Tartar  JSmetic  !!!    At  the 
end  of  two  weeks  more,  pus  makes  its  appearance  at  the  sur- 
face, and  was  let  out;  the  Doctor  now  for  the  first  time  saw 
where  he  was,  and  commenced  treating  the  case.  The  symp- 
toms referred  to  in  the  early  part  of  this  case,  whether  result- 
ing from  ^^  badly  treated  ague,"  or  other  caueee^  would,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  only  be  aggravated  by  the  course  of  treat* 
ment  pursued  by  Dr.  C.    Had  the  patient  been  put  at  onee 
upon  the  use  of  free  doses  of  Iodide  of  Potassium  every  three 
or  four  hours,  combined  with  nutritious  diet,  and  perhaps  some 
of  the  ferruginous  preparations,  I  should  have  anticipated  a 
more  favorable  termination  of  the  case.    It  certainly  would 
have  been  more  in  aocordaucjD  witjb  the  acknowledged  and  ee^^ 
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Ued  authorities  of  medioine.    Dr.  0.  has,  perhaps,  forgottem 
the  old  adage, 

<*  Be  not  tbe  first  hj  wliom  the  new  le  tried, 
Be  not  the  last  to  throw  the  old  aside." 

Let  08  look  at  the  law  and  testimony  a  little  farther.  What 
is  the  first  and  original  cause  of  abscess  7  Is  it  not  infiam* 
mationT  Chross  says  ^^  that  the  formation  of  pus,  in  whatever 
part  of  the  body  occurring,  is  invariably  the  result  of  inflam<> 
matory  action,  either  acute  or  chronic,  simple  or  specified' 
Williams — ^^  That  a  peculiar  condition  of  the  blood  promotes 
the  occurrence  of  suppuration  after  inflammation.'^  Does  Dr. 
C.  pretend  to  argue  that  the  Quinine  given  to  his  patient 
originated  the  inflammation  ?  If  so,  why  did  he  eantimie  it 
for  three  or  four  weeks  7  The  Doctor  seems  to  have  omitted 
in  his  observation  that  the  patient  was  an  inhabitant  of  a  ma^ 
lariauB  district,  and  might,  from  such  sources,  have  originated 
that  peculiar  condition  of  the  blood  which  would  ^ve  us  a 
^speeifie  "  inflammation.  I  confess  I  do  not  understand  the 
Doctor.  I  am  seeking  information^  and  hope  he  will  give  us 
**  more  lighi  '*  upon  the  subject. 


JHdoeation  of  the  Femur ^  reduced  by  Reid^B  Method. — ^By  T. 
G.  McElbright,  M.  D.,  Nashville,  Ohio. 

On  the  18th  inst.  I  was  called  to  see  Albert  W.,  a  lad  of 
7  years  of  age.  He  had  fallen  from  a  hay-mow,  and  at  firsts 
it  was  supposed  that  he  had  received  a  fracture  of  the  femur. 
I  found  him  lying  on  his  back,  suSS&ring  some  pain  in  his  right 
hip.  The  injured  limb  appeared  to  be  shortened  about  three 
inches,  and  there  was  inversion  of  the  toes.  Any  attempt  to 
move  the  hip  joint  caused  severe  pain.  Regarding  it  as  a 
plain  case  of  dislocation  on  the  dorsum  of  the  ileum,  I  im- 
mediately resolved  to  make  a  trial  'of  ReidPs  method.  My 
former  pupil.  Dr.  George  Liggett,  administered  an  ansestbetic, 
composed  of  equal  parts  of  chloroform  and  sulphuric  ether, 
whidi  soon  rendered  the  patient  insensible.  Then  placing 
myself  on  the  injured  side,  I  seised  the  ankle  with  one  hand. 


and  tboknM  iridic  tke  other..  la  the  HMft  {Ams^  I  fltted  tkit 
leg  on  the  thigh,  at  the  same  time  abducting  it  afaroiigly  ao^  m 
to  carry  it  oyer  the  Bound  limb,  and  Aea  I  carried  it  iip> 
wards  over  the  pelvis  by  a  kind  of  semicircular  sweep  as  high 
as  the  nmbilkus.  The  knee  wae  next  gentfy  abdueted,  the 
toee  turned  outwards,  the  heel  inwards,  and  the  foot  oeroai 
tfie  opposHe  and  sound  limb.  Gentle  oscillations  <rf  the  tli^^ 
were  now  made,  when  a  snap  was  heard  throi^Iioiit  tM 
room,  and  the  limb  was  found  to  have  regained  its  matwal 
form  and  mobility.  The  whole  time  oecnpied  by  A#  pro^ 
eeeding^  did  not  exceed  thirty  seconds. 

EnnoR. — ^We  rejoice  to  leam  of  the  briUiani  saooeaa 
attending  the  reduction,  by  manipnlation^  of  disloeations  (^tha 
femur  tmroughout  our  country,,  as  well  as  in  foreign  lands. 
That  barbarous  implement,  the  pulleys,  can  never  be  reqxdrei 
in  any  case  of  the  Kind  where  an  attempt  at  reduetiott  ia  jnsti* 
fable.  If  weU  divected  manq)ulation  £k^  the  suxgaon  woaUl 
do  well  to  abandon,  the  ease. 

Were  Sir  Astiey  Cocmer  now  Uying,  he  would  be?  compelled 
greatly  to  modify  the  following  precept  which  we  find  re- 
corded in  his  treatise  ^^On  Fractures  and  Dislocations^'^ 
[Phil,  ed.,  1851.  p.  67.]  ^^  In  dislocation  of  the  hip-joint, 
pulleys  should  always  be  employed ;  and  also  in  those  dialo* 
cations  of  the  shoulder  which  have  long;  remained  unreduced. 
I  do  not  mean  to  doubt  the  possibility  of  reducing  disloca- 
tions of  the  hip  by  the  aid  or  men  only,  but  to  point  out  tiie 
inferiority  of  this  mode  to  the  mechanical  means.^ 

We  smile  as  we  view  the  delineations  of  the  method* 
lecommended  by  the  sage  of  Cos  for  the  reduction  of  a  dte* 
located  femur ;  patirat  ^^  suspended  from  a  cross-beam  with  m 
strong,  soft,  ana  broad  cord, '  the  ^^large  benches  with  posts 
of  a  suitable  height,*'  the  ^*  pestle-like  pieces  of  wood,'^  the 
heayy  men  ^^  sittmg  on  the  seat  of  luxation,''  the  ^^  bladders 
iafliated  between  the  thighs,^  and  the  leyer  powers  of  yarioiiB' 
forms,  yet  the  day  is  not  far  distant^  (ymly,  hath  it  not  ar- 
liyed?)  when  the  mandate  of  Sir  Astiey  aboye  detailed,  shall 
be  ranked  at  par  yalue  with  the  injunctions  bearing  an  an- 
ticraity  of  more  than  twenty-four  centuries! 

u  connection  witii  this  subject  we  are  tempted  to  reftsr 
bri€%  to  a  eritieisB  of  some  of  our  labors,  yoblUiediii  tt^e^ 
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March  number  of  the  New  Hampshire  Jaurfial  of  Medicine. 
The  Editor,  in  noticing  our  Appendix  to  the  third  volume  of 
Velpeau's  Operative  Surgery,  complains  that  under  the  head 
of  **  ^he  Reduction  of  Dislocations  of  the  Femur,  by  Manip- 
ulation,'^ we  have  ignored  the  claims  of  Dr.  Nathan  Smith, 
as  its  discoverer,  or  so  nearly  ignored  them,  as  simply  to 
mention  him  as  having  been  similarly  successful  with  Paulus 
iBgineta  and  Hippocrates.     He  adds : 

"  The  statement  of.  Dr.  Blackman  that  "  the  labors  of  Dr. 
William  W.  Reid,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  have  done  more  than 
those  of  any  other  Surgeon,  especially  in  this  country,  to  re- 
commend and  establish  the  reduction  of  dislocations  without 
the  aid  of  pulleys*'  is  true,  yet  we  cannot  see  why  Dr.  B. 
should  ignore  the  fact  that  this  process  was  publicly  taught 
by  Dr.  Nathan  Smith  many  years  ago,  and  has  since  been 
practised  by  many  men  who  were  taught  it  by  him.*' 

Now,  in  our  lectures  upon  this  subject  we  have  never  failed 
to  do  full  justice  to  the  claims  of  Dr.  Smith,  and  we  find  in 
the  Appendix  to  which  we  have  referred,  the  use  of  the  fol- 
lowing language : — Dr.  Physick,  as  well  as  Dr.  Nathan 
Smith,  often  succeeded  in  reducing  dislocations,  even  of  the 
femur,  without  the  aid  of  pulleys. — We  still  believe  that  oui* 
history,  though  brief,  gives  a  tolerably  fair  view  of  the  facts 
of  the  case,  yet  we  freely  admit  that  the  method  of  Dr.  S.  as  ^ 
described  in  the  Memoir  written  by  his  son.  Dr.  Nathan  R. 
Smith,  falls  but  little  short  of  that  recommended  by  Dr. 
Reid.  The  latter  we  have  tried  in  four  cases,  and  in  all  with 
success.  One  of  these  was  of  six  months  standing,  one  of  ten 
weeks,  one  of  two  weeks,  and  one  of  five  days.  We  cannot 
speak  too  highly  in  its  praise* 


Poisoning  hy  Strychnia^  treated  with  the  Sulphate  of  Morphia. 

— By  H.  L.  Phillips,  Bradysville,  Adams  co.,  Ohio. 

A  few  weeks  since  I  was  called  to  attend  a  a  lady  twenty- 
two  years  of  age,  who  had  been  afflicted  with  asthma  for 
many  years.  To  relieve  her  sufferings  she  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  taking  freely  of  morphine.  By  mistake,  strychnine 
was  taken  from  a  bottle  supposed  to  contain  the  sulphate  of 
morphia.  The  first  dose  was  taken  about  9  o'clock  in  the 
evening.  This  was  soon  followed  by  twitchings  of  the  ex- 
VOL.  xvra — ^17. 
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tremities  which  continued  during  the  whole  night.  They  sub- 
sided, howeyer,  on  the  following  day,  and  at  9  o^dodc  the 
next  evening  she  resorted,  as  she  supposed,  to  her  old  medi- 
cine. About  midnight  she  increased  the  dose  and  swallowed 
a  quantity  equal  to  both  of  the  former  doses.  In  all,  she 
must  have  taken  at  least  three  grains.  I  saw  her  about  8 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  at  which  time  she  was  laboring  under  tetanic 
convulsions,  and  suffering  severely  from  the  morbid  ezcitabi* 
lity  of  the  skin.  I  immersed  her  in  a  warm  bath,  in  whidi 
she  remained  for  three  quarters  of  an  hour.  As  she  had  been 
accustomed  to  two  grain  doses  of  morphine,  I  prescribed  this 
remedy  freely,  commencing  while  the  patient  was  in  the  bath, 
and  giving  in  the  course  of  ten  hours  five  grains  of  the  sulphate. 
The  poisonous  effects  of  the  strychnine  speedily  subsided, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  recovery  of  the  patient  is  to  be 
attributed  to  the  liberal  use  of  the  morphia.  Perhaps,  the 
long  continued  influence  of  the  l&tter  may  have  lessened  the 
power  of  the  strychnine,  as  it  is  well  known  that  death  has 
resulted  from  half  a  grain  repeated  two  or  three  times  a  day, 
for  several  days.  The  strychnine  taken  by  my  patient  was 
of  full  strength,  for  this  was  proved  by  experiments  on  ani- 
mals. 


Editor. — ^Dr.  Alfred  S.  Taylor,  the  distinguished  writer  on 
Medical  Jurisprudence,  published  in  the  last  number  of  Guy's 
Hospital  Reports,  one  of  the  most  elaborate  papers  ever  pre- 
pared on  strychnia.  His  aim,  in  which  he  seems  to  have  been 
most  successful,  was  to  defend  the  opinions  which  he  ad- 
vanced in  the  Palmer  case.  He  presents  us  with  the  details 
of  fifteen  fatal  cases,  of  poisoning  by  strychnia,  and  to  these, 
he  has  also  appended  some  observations  on  cases  which  have 
come  to  his  knowledge  where  patients  recovered.  One  of  the 
latter  is  of  special  interest  in  connection  with  the  above  report- 
ed by  Dr.  Phillips.  A  patient  in  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital, 
London,  who  had  taken  strychnia  as  a  medicine,  attempted 
self  destruction  by  swallowing  four  grains,  mixed  with  four 
grains  of  morphia,  dissolved  in  one  ounce  of  spirit.  In  less 
than  an  hour  symptoms  of  poisoning  appeared.     He  was 
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brought  to  the  Hospital  one  hour  after  he  had  swallowed  the 
poison.  The  stomach  pump  was  immediately  employed,  and 
four  ounces  of  animal  charcoal  mixed  with  water  were  injected 
as  an  antidote.  '^  The  stomach  was  completely  emptied,  and 
during  the  whole  time  occupied  by  this  proceeding  (twenty 
minutes),  he  had  no  convulsions."  It  is  stated  that  after  the 
contents  of  the  stomach  were  removed,  short  paroxysms 
occurred  at  intervals,  produced  unquestionably  by  the  portion 
of  the  poison  which  had  been  absorbed.  The  last  convulsion 
occurred  three  hours  after  the  patient's  admission.  From 
that  time  his  recov^y  was  complete.  Now  then,  did  not  the 
quantity  of  morphia  absorbed  at  the  same  time  with  the 
strychnia,  exert  a  powerful  influence  in  counteracting  the 
poisonous  eifects  of  the  latter  7 


Extraction  of  the  bones  of  a  Foetus  per  anum.  (Translated 
from  Siebold's  Monatsschrift  fur  Geburt^kundey  ^c.j  Oct. 
1856,  for  the  Western  Lancet.    By  J.  S.) 

In  Tiflis^  on  the  evening  of  the  26th  of  April,  1865,  the 
writer  was  called  to  see  a  patient  29  years  of  age.  He  found 
her  lying  on  the  left  side,  nearly  insensible,  respiration  scarce- 
ly perceptible ;  the  lips,  and  end  of  the  nose  blue,  hands  and 
feet  cold,  pulse  weak,  slow,  intermittent ;  she  could  scarcely 
tell  that  she  had  great  pain  within  the  anus,  and  that  she 
believed  she.  would  die.  Her  relations  were  also  convinced 
of  her  approaching  death.  The  writer  immediately  made  an 
examination  of  the  rectum,  found  it  protruding  considerably 
and  dilated  sufficiently  to  permit  two  fingers  to  be  introduced 
with  ease  in  it  three  inches  high.  A  smooth  hard  body  which 
was  recognised  as  the  head  of  a  child,  was  felt  about  three 
inches  within.  The  fontanelles  could  be  pressed  in,  and  the 
bones  broken  with  ease,  so  that  by  degrees,  many  bones,  the 
most  of  which  were  broken,  could  be  removed  by  the  fingers 
or  forceps.  Several  laxatives  administered  afterwards,  pro- 
duced offensive  stools ;  and  small  fragments  of  bone  were 
evacuated.  The  entire  skeleton  passed  in  three  days.  The 
patient  improved  as  the  foetus  passed  -  off.     After  the  sixth 
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day  the  improveinetit  was  remarkable,  and  towards  the  end 
of  the  third  week,  her  health  was  entirely  restored. 

Repeated  examinations,  after  her  health  was  re-established, 
proved,  that  at  first  there  eidsted  a  natural  pregnancy,  dating 
back  to  April,  1 864,  that  through  the  very  defectiye  treat- 
ment of  a  midwife,  in  August  and  September,  1854,  the  preg- 
nant uterus  became  inflamed,  and  an  abscess  was  produced. 
That  this  abscess  gradually  broke  through  the  intervening 
tissues  into  the  rectum.  While  the  fragments  of  the  foBtos 
were  coming  away,  the  fingers  could  be  passed  firom  the  ree- 
tum  clearly  into  the  uterine  cavity.  A  fistula  remained, 
which  could  be  detected  with  the  sound.  In  other  respects, 
the  woman  remained  well. — Med.  Zeitung  of  Rtusiaj  No$.  23 
and  24, 1856. 

Editob. — Some  twelve  years  since  we  performed  gastrotomy 
in  a  case  of  extra-uterine  foetation  of  eighteen  months  standing, 
in  which  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  discharge  the  foetus  by 
the  rectum.  The  sac  containing  the  child  had  adhered  to  the 
descending  colon,  ulceration  opened  a  communication  into 
which  one  of  the  lower  extremities  entered,  and  the  foot  and 
leg  were  actually  protruded  through  the  anus.  Fecal  matter 
had  not  been  passed  for  more  than  a  fortnight.  The  small 
intestines  also  adhered  to  the  sac  at  various  points,  and  the 
ulceration  which  followed  caused  the  death  of  the  patient  in 
twenty-four  hours  after  the  operation.  The  foetus  was  of 
lar^e  size,  and  the  sac  containing  it  had  no  communication 
with  the  uterus. 


Extra-  Uterine  Pregnancy — Qasirotomy  performed  Jy  the  uu 
of  CausUe  Potash — Jaxtradion  of  the  Foetus — Recovery — 
'Reported  by  M.  Mabtik  in  the  Oasd  es  Hopitaux.  (Trans- 
lated for  the  Western  Lancet  by  J.  H.  T.) 

J.  D.,  aged  thirty-six,  of  good  constitution,  in  perfect 
health,  and  married  at  nineteen  years.  She  gave  birth  to  a 
daughter  within  a  year  after  her  marriage.  Between  the  first 
and  last  pregnancy  some  fifteen  months  intervened.  The  lat- 
ter gestation  began  toward  the  end  of  October,  1855. 
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On  December  Slst,  the  woman  was  taken  suddenly  witli 
yiolent  pains  resembling  those  of  parturition,  attended  by  an 
intense  fever  and  delirium.  M.  Blanchit  was  called  in,  and 
found  her  laboring  under  peritonitis  with  acute  pain,  disten- 
sion of  the  abdomen,  and  all  the  symptoms  of  that  form  of 
inflammation. 

When  the  patient  had  recovered,  her  abdomen,  which  hith- 
erto had  presented  no  unusual  appearance,  all  at  once  seemed 
to  change  its  form,  and  presented  on  the  left  side  a  tumor 
which  was  easily  appreciable  to  the  touch — a  circumstance 
which  led  M.  Blanchit  to  think  that  it  was  an  extra-uterine 
pregnancy. 

From  this  time  the  patient  had  her  regular  menstrual  re- 
turns as  usual,  but  her  feelings  were  very  different  from 
those  which  she  had  experienced  during  her  former  gestation; 
the  movements  of  the  infant  were  more  obscure  and  limited* 

In  the  beginning  of  August,  that  is  at  the  completion  of 
the  ordinary,  term  of  gestation,  she  began  to  feel  the  pains 
which  foreshadowed  the  approach  of  delivery ;  but  these 
efforts  were  vague,  irregular,  and  obscure ;  they  were  not  the 
uterine  contraction,  and  were  fruitless. 

During  the  day  of  the  8th  of  August  these  pains  were 
renewed  with  more  intensity,  and  were  accompanied  by 
anxiety,  fever,  and  distension  of  the  abdomen.  M.  Blanchit 
was  called,  and  passed  the  night  at  the  bedside  of  his  patient. 
After  having  examined  the  womb,  he  was  fully  convinced 
that  it  was  a  case  of  extra-uterine  pregnancy,  and  requested 
the  assistance  of  two  of  his  professional  brethren,  M.  Maraton 
and  M.  Martin.  They  all  agreed  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
ease.  The  diagnosis  was  established  from  the  following  signs : 
The  mouth  of  the  womb  was  soft  and  open,  and  discharged  a 
muco-sanguinolent  fluid.  Three  fingers  could  be  introduced 
into  its  cavity,  which  was  open,  empty,  and  flattened  ;  and 
pushed  into  the  iliac  fossa  by  the  pressure  of  the  sac  con- 
taining the  foetus.  The  abdomen  was  of  singular  form,  pre- 
senting the  appearance  of  containing  two  tumors— one  in  the 
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right  iliac  fossa  fonned  by  the  womb,  the  other  much  larger, 
very  hard,  and  to  a  small  extent  moyable,  situated  obliqoel j 
from  above  downward  and  from  left  to  right.  The  large 
extremity  of  this  formed  by  the  child's  head  (of  whidi  the 
sutures  and  fontanelles  could  be  detected  by  the  toudi  throng 
the  abdominal  walls),  extends  as  high  as  the  costal  cartilages 
en  the  left  side,  while  the  small  extremity -reposed  upon  the 
womb  in  the  right  iliac  fossa. 

Was  the  child  living  ?  A  question  important  to  solve,  for 
upon  this  would  depend  the  nature  of  the  means  proper  to  be 
employed  in  the  delivery  of  the  mother.  She  supposed  she 
had  felt  her  child  move  the  night  previous ;  but  we  were  unable 
to  detect  the  foetal  pulsations,  or,  to  discover  any  movements 
whatever. 

To  wait  any  longer  was  improper,  for  nature  was  npw 
making  violent  efforts  to  expel  what  had  become  a  fore^ 
body ;  and  the  rupture  of  the  cyst  which  seemed  ready  to 
take  place  would  inevitably  lead  to  the  death  of  both  mother 
and  child. 

An  incision  by  the  rectum,  or  vagina  was  impracticable ; 
for  not  only  was  the  cyst  too  voluminous,  but  it  was  placed 
transversely,  and  was  not  at  all  engaged  in  the  pelvis. 

Gastrotomy  seemed  the  only  operation  suited  to  the  cir- 
cumstances; but  that  operation  accomplished  by  a  cutting 
instrument  is  almost  always  mortal  as  regards  the  mother, 
and  could  afford  but  little  hope  of  saving  the  infant,  it  being 
uncertain  whether  it  was  now  alive. 

M.  Martin  proposed  to  his  associates  to  opeti  the  abdomen 
by  the  repeated  application  of  caustic  potash  and  Canquoin 
paste,  with  the  view  of  procuring  an  intimate  adhesion  be- 
tween the  cyst,  and  the  waUs  of  the  abdomen,  in  order  to 
avoid  all  effusion  into  the  cavity  of  the  peritoneum— a  cir- 
cumstance which  has  so  often  occasioned  such  operations  to 
be  fatal 

On  the  eleventh  of  August,  by  means  of  baths,  injectioBfl 
of  laudanum,  and  narcotic  fomentations,  some  degree  of  cosh 
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fort  bad  been  obtained :  the  patient  had  slept,  and  the  pains 
only  returned  at  long  intervals ;  the  abdomen  was  more  sup- 
ply and  the  head  had  changed  its  position.  Renewed  efforts 
to  detect  foetal  life  were  of  no  avail.  M.  Blanchit  now  drew 
a  line  with  the  caustic  potash  over  the  tumor  in  a  direction 
parallel  with  the  linea  alba,  and  extending  in  length  to  some 
sixteen  inches  :  so  that  it  would  run  some  three  inches  from 
the  umbilicus  which  would  divide  the  line  at  its  center. 

Recourse  was  had  twice  to  the  caustic  potash,  and  three 
times  to  the  paste  of  Oanquoin.  After  each  cauterization 
the  parts  mortified  were  removed,  and  into  the  depths  of  the 
wound  another  application  of  caustic  was  made.  After  the 
fifth  cauterization  the  cyst  was  disorganized,  and  we  were 
enabled  to  open  it,  and  the  membranes  without  losing  a  drop 
of  blood. 

On  the  26th  of  August  (fifteen  days  after  the  first  applica- 
tion of  caustic),  the  three  physicians  again  met  in  order  to 
extract  the  foetus.  There  had  already  escaped  a  considerable 
quantity  of  the  amniotic  liquor,  which  was  colored  dark  by 
the  meconium.  On  pressing  back  the  head  which  projected 
into  the  artificial  opening,|we  perceived  that  the  foetus  floated 
freely  in  its  abnormal  cavity,  as  if  in  the  womb.  Moreover, 
we  discovered  that  the  cyst,  which  was  a  line  and  a  half  in 
thickness,  was  intimately  united  by  strong  adhesions  to  the 
internal  face  of  the  abdominal  parietes,  so  that  we  were  pro- 
tected from  all  effusion  into  the  peritoneum. 

M.  Maraton  cut  up  the  borders  of  the  opening  as  far  as 
possible  without  extending  beyond  the  limits  of  the  cauteri- 
lation.  As  the  infant  was  dead  and  its  head  appeared  quite 
large,  an  incision  was  made  through  the  scalp,  and  the  fron- 
tal and  parietal  bones  were  extracted.  After  this,  pelvic 
version  was  easily  accomplished.  Whilst  one  of  the  surgeons 
made  traction  upon  the  pelvis  in  order  to  disengage  the  head, 
another  sustained  the  walls  of  the  abdomen  by  embracing 
them  between  his  two  hands  in  order  to  avoid  the  pains  which 
traetion  occasioned  to  the  woman.    We  thus  delivered  a 
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viable  (diild,  but  Which  hsd  its  feet  and  hands  m^armed. 

Immediately  after  the  extraction  of  the  footns  a  nnafl 
quantity  only  of  blood  issued  forth,  but  at  tiie  expiration  of 
half  an  hour  a  very  considerable  hemorrhage  took  place. 
Tractions  upon  the  cord  were  insufficient  to  detach  the  pla» 
centa,  which  seemed  firmly  adherent  to  the  base  of  the  sadk, 
and  we  introduced  the  hand  several  times,  and  took  it  awmy 
by  fragmentSi  and  then  the  hemorrhage  ceased.  The  patient 
had  a  long  syncope,  vertigo,  an  icy  coldness,  but  by  means 
of  ether  frictions  and  the  elixir  of  churtreose  she  was  soon 
recovered. 

The  dressings  consisted  of  ccmipresses  dipped  in  water 
vinegar,  and  pressed  moderately  against  the  abdomen  by 
means  of  a  toweL  We  left  her  only  after  she  had  fully 
recovered  her  consciousness,  leaving  her  under  the  further 
attendance  of  M.  Blanchit. 

The  seqel»  of  this  labor  was  like  that  of  most  others,  but 
there  was  no  comparison  between  the  extent  of  suppuratioii, 
and  of  membranous  ddm9  which  was  expelled*  The  com- 
presses were  left  untouched  for  three  days,  aftier  which  they 
were  removed  and  the  cyst  was  emptied  of  the  clots  of  blood 
with  which  it  was  filled.  The  patient  had  no  milk  fever,  but 
her  breasts  were  very  much  swollen  before  the  usual  term  of 
parturition.  During  the  first  four  days  she  was  very  much 
exhausted,  but  no  inflammatory  action  was  set  up  in  the  abdo- 
men. On  the  eighth  day  she  could  walk  tolerably  well,  and 
her  functions  were  all  re-established.  Each  day  injections 
were  made  into  the  qyst ;  at  first  emollient,  and  narootic  but 
afterwards  rendered  astringent  and  antiseptic  by  the  decoc- 
tion of  quinine*  The  bowels  were  kept  soluble  by  lavements 
and  magnesia.  The  strength  was  regained  little  by  little  by 
the  use  of  Bordeaux  wine  given  in  chicken  or  onion  soup. 
Finally,  at  the  end  of  six  weeks  the  woman  could  rise  and 
walk  out  into  her  garden. 

The  25th  of  September  we  again  visited  our  patient.  She 
was  now  of  good  complexion,  slept  and  digested  welly  aad 
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arose  each  day*  The  wound  iras  now  only  of  a  thumb's 
length,  and  six  inches  deep ;  the  pus  was  laudable,  and  the 
cyst  diminished  daily.  The  stimulating  injections  of  quinine 
were  still  continued,  and  made  more  stimulating  by  the  addi* 
tion  of  the  elixir  of  churtreuse  and  a  tent  was  kept  in  until 
the  complete  obliteration  of  the  cyst. 


Report  of  a  Case  of  Sirangtdated  Hernia.    By  T.  J.  Cogley, 
M.  D.,  Madison,  Ind. 

I  was  called,  not  long  since,  to  attend  Mrs.  ,  and 

found  she  had  strangulated  hernia,  which  had  existed  about 
four  hours,  during  which  time  hot  fomentations  had  been 
applied,  and  some  medicine  given,  on  account  of  pain,  by  an 
*^  Eclectic,"  who  did  not  know  what  was  the  matter,  although 
the  tumor  was  as  large  as  a  hen's  egg — ^tense  and  exceed- 
ingly tender  to  the  touch.  I  substituted  ice,  constant,  prop- 
erly directed  pressure,  and,  internally,  large  doses  of  opium 
after  using  warm  bath  and  enemata — ^venesection  being  out 
of  the  question.  The  ice,  with  pressure,  was  continued  five 
hours.    1  became  convinced  that  the  protruded  bowel  could 

not  be  reduced  without  an  operation.    Dr. was  sent  for 

to  advise  and  assist,  and  was  respectfully  requested  to  feel 
an  equal  interest  and  responsibility  in  the  case.  He  opposed 
an  immediate  resort  to  the  knife,  and  advised  a  continuance 
of  the  ice,  pressure  and  opium,  for  ten  hours.  I  felt  confi- 
dent it  was  wrong  to  postpone,  but  yielded  to  his  wishes,  not 
desiring  to  take  the  responsibility  of  operating  at  once ;  thus, 
in  a  peculiar  manner,  he  became  at  the  very  commencement 
prominently  responsible,  in  reference  to  the  issue. 

At  the  expiration  of  ten  hours  the  hernia  was  unchanged, 
and  we  proceeded  to  operate.  Chloroform  having  been 
administered,  another  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made  to 
reduce  by  the  taxis.  One  oblique  incision  only  was  made 
dirough  the  integuments,  immediately  beneath  which,  all  was 
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black,  and  the  different  tissues  adherent,  so  aa  to  canae  great 
and  unexpeeted  obscoritj  and  embarrassment  in  the  fiourtlier 
dissection,  vhich  we  were  obliged  to  complete,  by  raising  and^ 
catting  a  few  fibres  at  a  time,  upon  the  director ;  and  during 
the  operation,  mj  assistant  and  myself  both  used  the  director 
and  the  knife.  At  length  we  had  exposed  the  strangulated 
portion  of  the  bowel,  the  sac  being  opened ;  all  was  one 
color — ^black ;  the  sac  was  adherent  to  the  stricture,  and 
was  not  returned :  so  soon  as  the  stricture  was  divided,  the 
bowel  receded,  and  the  usual  ^^  gurgle"  was  heard,  as 
it  reentered  the  cavity ;  this  was  gratifying,  and  elicited  a 
remark  of  triumph  in  reference  to  our  success,  fiiom  my 
assistant,  but  immediately,  almost,  a  discharge  of  feculent 
matter  from  the  wound  told  that  the  bowel  had  been  either 
cut  in  the  operation,  or  ruptured  in  applying*  the  taxia*  It 
was  then  too  late  to  either  sew  up  the  bowel  or  stitch  it  to 
the  wound,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  an  artificial  anua  } 
and  I  would  rather  die  than  live  with  such  an  appendage. 
It  was  with  great  difficulty  the  patient  recovered  from  die 
effect  of  the  chloroform,  having  been  much  weakened  by 
previous  fasting,  vomiting  and  suffering :  a  complete  reaction 
did  not  take  place ;  in  six  hours  the  patient  was  n^idly 
sinking,  and  in  ten  hours  she  died*  Of  course,  her  death  was 
not  caused  by  the  wound  in  the  bowel,  nor  do  I  believe  death 
could  have  resulted,  in  so'  short  a  time,  from  efiusion  of  the 
contents  of  the  bowel  into  the  peritoneal  cavity.  In  consult* 
ation,  the  question  of  making  known  the  accident,  waa 
seriously  considered,  and  we  mutually  determined  that  it  waa 
best  not  to  mention  it  to  any  one.  It  could  result  in  no 
good.    It  might  do  much  harm. 

Forty-eight  hours  later,  I  was  informed,  for  the  first  time, 
that  the  c<m%uUing  phyiician  had  divulged  the  accident  which 
occurred  in  the  operation,  blaming  ii  whoUy  upon  n^Hlf; 
that  the  body  had  been  taken  up  and  subjected  to  a  Coroner's 
inquest,  resulting  in  the  following  verdict :  ^<  Came  to  her 
death  from  an  operation  for  strangulated  hernia^  performod 
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by  Dr,  Thomas  J.  Cogley,  by  cutting  the  bowel  and  replacing 
it  in  that  condition  without  protection."  This  was  published 
in  the  daily  paper,  and  created  quite  a  tumult,  which, 
however,  began  to  subside  the  moment  it  was  made  known  by 
whom,  and  for  what  purpose  it  was  instigated,  and  the  facts 
in  the  case  were  made  public,  which  became  necessary,  on 
my  part,  in  self  defense.  This  inquest  was  held  wholly  with" 
out  my  knowledge^  by  a  Coroner  who  is  my  competitor  in  my 
profession,  and  a  prominent  witness  on  the  occasion  was  the 
aforesaid  consulting  physician. 

This  case  affords  many  useful  and  important  lessons,  to 
honorable  men  engaged  in  our  noble  profession. 

1st.  We  should  at  all  hazards  refuse  to  hold  professional 
or  private  intercourse  with  unscrupulous,  unprincipled  men. 

2d.  I  ought  to  have  taken  the  responsibility,  and  operated, 
as  soon  as  I  knew  the  taxis  could  not  succeed,  before  the 
tissues  were  changed  from  their  normal  appearance,  for 
nothing,  scarcely,  more  unpleasant  could  have  occurred, 
besides,  the  chances  for  recovery  would  have  been  greatly 
increased. 

8d.  I  should  have  at  once  made  known  the  occurrence  of 
the  accident  to  the  relatives  of  the  patient,  for  this  course 
would  deprive  gossiping,  envious  competitors,  of  a  very  mali- 
cious pleasure. 

4th.  Let  no  one  hastily  pronounce  this  the  result  of  rash* 
ness,  carelessness  or  ignorance  on  the  part  of  the  operator, 
unless  he  has  operated  successfully,  when  the  parts  were  in 
the  same  condition.  No  one  could  be  more  cautious,  more 
careful,  or  better  acquainted  with  the  anatomy  concerned, 
and  I  doubt  not  my  assistant  would  claim  the  same  attributes, 
yet  I  knew  not  the  moment  when  the  bowel  was  cut,  if  it  was 
eat.  If  my  assistant  were  to  take  the  ground  that  he  knew 
when  it  was  cut,  and  cut  by  me,  or  that  it  was  cut  at  all,  his 
remark  in  reference  to  the  success  of  the  operation  would 
seem  strangely  inconsistent  with  that  knowledge,  and  if, 
knowing  I  was  about  to  cut  it,  he  did  not  arrest  me ;  or^ 
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believing  it  to  be  cat,  he  did  not  preyent  me  firom  proceeding 
to  reduce  the  bowel,  without  either  sewing  up  the  oat  or 
stitching  it  to  the  side  of  the  opening,  he  would  certatnly 
be  highly  culpable,  and  indeed  such  a  coarse  ^oidd  be  ooo* 
sidered  criminal. 

5th.  Why  should  we  not,  more  frequentlyi  record  oar  £ail« 
ores  as  well  as  our  successes  ?  The  most  important  leasoiie 
we  learn,  not  alone  in  surgery,  but  in  life,  are  from 
failures,  accidents  or  mistakes.* 


Case    of    TraeKectomy:  AnamahuB  Arterial   DittribuUinu 
Bt  G.  a.  Eunkler,  M.  D.,  of  Madison,  Ind* 

On  the  27ch  of  April,  1856,  I  was  called  to  attend  the 

child  of  Mr.  E ^  a  respectable  German  of  this  city. 

The  patient  was  a  girl  about  three  and  a  half  years  old,  and 
had  been  attacked  with  well  marked  symptoms  of  inflsmmi^ 
tory  laryngeal  croup,  the  previous  night  at  eleven  o'dodL 
The  family  physician  had  been  sent  for,  but  as  he  could  not 
be  obtained,  the  patient  was  left  without  medical  aid,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  doses  of  hive  syrup,  which  had 
caused  free  vomiting  several  times,  until  at  noon  of  the  fcdloW* 
ing  day,  when  I  was  sent  for.  The  patient  was  then  already 
in  a  critical  condition,  the  breathing  being  very  laborious 
and  sibilant,  the  face  puffed,  the  lips  livid,  and  the  extremi- 
ties cool.  An  emetic  of  five  grains  of  ipecachuana,  one- 
eighth  of  tartar  emetic,  and  two  grains  of  calomel  was  ordered 
directly,  to  be  continued  every  half  hour  until  free  emesis 
took  place.  Eight  leeches  were  applied  in  front  of  the  ster- 
num. A  blister  was  ordered  afterwards  to  the  front  of  the 
neck,  and  the  vesicated  surface  after  it  was  removed,  dressed 
with  strong  mercurial  ointment ;  the  warm  bath,  and  a  sola* 
tion  of  nitrate  of  silver  to  the  throat  were  also  employedL 
In  spite  of  all  the  measures  employed,  the  disease  progressed 
unabated  in  severity,  until  the  following  mormng  at  foor 
o'clock,  when  considering  the  case  hopeless,  I  propoeed  as  A 

*See  Iditorial  Commenti. 


Sbipiial  JReparts.  269 

dernier  resort^  tracheotomy.  My  partner  was  sent  for  to 
assist,  bnt  being  absent  and  the  case  demanding  speedy 
action,  I  proceeded  to  operate  alone.  The  patient  was  held 
by  several  assistants,  but  nevertheless  its  struggles  were  so 
violent  as  to  make  any  operative  manipulation  very  difficult, 
the  patient  having  besides  a  thick  and  short  neck.  An  incis- 
ion about  an  inch  and  a  half  long  was  made,  extending  from 
near  the  upper  mar^n  of  the  sternum,  to  the  fore  part  of  the 
cricoid  cartilage,  in  the  mesial  line.  On  account  of  the 
patient's  struggles,  the  incision  was  made  with  great  rapidity. 
While  making  the  second  incision  to  bare  the  trachea,  a  copi- 
ous gush  of  arterial  blood  took  place,  and  before  any  meas- 
ures could  be  taken  to  suppress  the  hemorrhage,  the  patient 
was  in  artietdo  mortis. 

A  superficial  dissection  of  the  neck  the  following  day, 
revealed  a  branch  of  the  left  superior  thyroid  artery,  passing 
over  the  ligamentum  crico-thyroideum  medium,  and  distribu- 
ting itself  in  several  large  branches  over  the  trachea,  the 
largest  of  which  had  been  divided  in  operating.  The  larynx 
and  the  upper  portion  of  the  trachea,  were  lined  with 
the  peculiar  lymphatic  exudation. .  The  comparative  rarity 
of  such  an  anomaly  of  the  vessels  interfering  with  operations 
about  the  neck,  has  induced  me  to  give  the  case  in  detail. 

On  the  5th  of  May,  I  operated  on  a  patient  afiected  with 
croup,  with  a  more  fortunate  result,  the  person  being  alive 
and  well  to  the  present  day. 


■  •  ■ 


COMMEBCIAI.  HOSFITAI.   REPOBTS. 


(Bsopiaaatamy.^Re^oTted  by  S.  Sharp,  M.  D.,  House  Sur- 
geon.) 

William  Christopher,  set.  24,  German  laborer,  of  sanguine 
nervoua  temperament,  medium  height,  intemperate  habits. 
Admitted  Feb.  2dy  1857. 
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Four  days  before  his  admiBsion,  in  a  state  of  great  mental 
excitement  from  some  cause,  he  attempted  suicide  by  catting 
his  throat  with  a  razor.  When  admitted  to  the  Hoepita!,  ht 
had  an  incision  three  inches  from  symphysis  of  inferior  max- 
illary bone,  two  inches  and  a  half  from  the  top  of  the  ater- 
nnm,  and  four  inches  in  length,  directly  across  the  throats 
Wound  was  partially  closed  by  stitches  taken  outside  the 
Hospital,  and  there  being  no  particular  indications  for  cutting 
them  at  the  time  of  his  admission,  the  depth  was  not  immedi- 
ately ascertained.  There  was  a  constant  oozing  of  salira  from 
the  wound,  and  in  attempting  to  swallow  liquid  of  any  kind,  it 
would  pass  directly  through  the  incision. 

He  had  a  Yery  indistinct  articulation.  No  difficult  of  res- 
piration, in  a  sitting  posture.  Occasionally  some  cough ;  no 
hemorrhage.  Pulse  ISO,  scarcely  perceptible.  Features 
pale,  pupils  dilated,  tongue  covered  with  a  thick  whitish  brown 
coat,  appetite  craying,  but  deglutition  impossible.  Bowela 
constipated.    Extremities  cooL 

In  order  to  nourish  the  patient,  an  attempt  was  made  to 
introduce  the  oesophageal  tube,  but  owing  to  the  firm,  deter- 
mined resistance  of  the  patient,  this  effort  failed. 

Enemas  of  beef  tea  3  vji 
brandy    3  ss, 
were  administered  three  times  during  the  day. 

Gold  water  dressings  were  applied  to  the  wound.  This 
treatment  was  continued  until  the  4th,  when  the  patient  was 
quite  exhausted.' 

In  order  to  make  a  further  examination  in  regard  to  the 
depth  of  the  wound,  the  attending  surgeon  ordered  the  sutures 
removed,  when  it  was  discovered  that  it  extended  above  the 
epiglottis  into  the  oesophagus. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  introduce  the  oesophageal  tube 
through  the  wound,  but  found  impossible,  owing  to  the  tume- 
£iction  of  the  parts  and  irritability  of  the  patient. 

Ordered  continuation  of  treatment,  after  the  bowels  were 
moved  by  mild  injection. 
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Feb,  7th. — ^Patient  much  the  same— no  readion.  Evidently 
sinking  from  exhaustion.  Prof.  Blackman  deemed  it  neces- 
sary to  perform  cesophagotomy,  by  making  an  incision 
along  the  trachea,  at  right  angles  with  the  incision  made  by 
the  patient,  and  dissecting  down  the  integuments  for  some 
distance,  cutting  around  the  trachea  into  the  oesophagus  upon 
a  small  sound  ;  introduced  with  great  difficulty,  from  the 
incision  made  by  the  patient.  The  operation  was  suc- 
cessful. 

After  four  or  five  hours.  Prof.  B.  introduced  the  oesopha- 
geal tube  through  [the  incision  made,  and  some  eight  or  ten 
ounces  of  milk  were  injected  into  the  stomach.  Immediately 
after  which,  his  pulse  became  more  perceptible,  countenance 
brighter,  and  he  was  more  conscious  of  his  condition. 

Patient  appeared  stronger  and  brighter  some  eight  or  ten 
hours  after  the  introduction  of  the  food,  and  until  late  in  the 
evening,  matters  progressed  very  satisfactorily.  During  the 
night,  he  was  suddenly  seized  with  symptoms  of  suffocation, 
and  died  in  the  course  of  a  few  minutes.  This  was  undoubt- 
edly the  result  of  the  epiglottis  (many  of  its  attachments  hav- 
ing been  severed  by  the  patient  himself)  becoming  permanently 
entangled  in  the  glottis. 


Oy9toiomy  far  "  Bar-like  Bidge  "  at  the  neck  of  the  Bladder. 

Hugh  O'Neil,  set.  85,  Irish  boatman.  Person,  a  little  above 
medium  height.  Sanguine  temperament.  Habits  intempe- 
rate.   Admitted  Dec.  15th,  1856. 

Had  occasional  incontinence  of  urine  for  fifteen  years,  with 
pain  after  urinating  about  the  region  of  the  neck  of  the  blad- 
der, and  at  the  glans  penis. 

During  the  month  of  May  last,  he  contracted  gonorrhoea, 
and  was  under  treatment  six  weeks ;  during  which  time  he 
used  injections  of  a  stimulating  character,  which  caused  a  great 
deal  of  pain  and  smarting  along  the  track  of  the  urethra. 

After  the  use  of  the  injections,  ihe  incontinence  of  urine 
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and  pain  became  worse,  and  at  the  same  time  aqoampiuiled 
with  a  constant  pLull,  heavy  pain  in  the  region  of  the  bladdetf 
which  he  had  not  previonsly  suffered. 

Had  been  under  the  treatment  of  different  physiciaiis  prep 
vious  to  his  admission,  without  benefit,  but  rather  an  aggr»* 
vation  of  the  unpleasant  symptoms. 

At  the  time  of  his  admission,  he  had  a  oonstuit  deeire  te 
pass  his  urine,  with  an  aggravation  of  the  dull,  heavy  pun  in 
the  region  of  the  bladder,  and  pain  at  the  glans  penif,  after 
urinating.  The  quantity  of  urine  passed  was  scanty,  and  inti- 
mately blended  with  bloody  mucus,  and  occasionally  a  fiing<»d* 
looking  substance.  General  appearance  of  the  patient  ratli« 
pale  and  anaemic. 

The  next  day  after  his  admission,  Prof.  Blackman  readily 
introduced  the  sound  into  the  bladder,  and  ascertained  the 
existence  of  an  indurated,  bar*like  ridge  of  oonsidenJble  dinea- 
sions,  near  the  neck,  which  appeared  rath^  senintive  wh^i  m 
contact  with  the  instrument.  Immediately  after  the  wid^ 
drawal  of  the  sound,  an  injection  of  warm  wat^  was  admin- 
istered.    The  patient  was  directed  to  take 

Liq.  Potass.       •         •  1 ;»  ^  •  • 

Tinct.  Hyos.     .         .  j^«3i. 

23  drops  ter  die. 

9^  Hip  Bath  (warm)  bis  die. 

Continued  treatment  until  the  20th,  without  much  benefit 
to  the  patient.  Prof.  Blackman  then  determined  to  perform 
cystotomy  by  the  lateral  incision,  and  proceeded  to  operate* 
The  operation  confirmed  his  diagnosis,  by  discovering  a  mor* 
bid  growth  in  the  situation  as  above  described. 

No  external  hemorrhage  followed  until  four  hours  after, 
when  large  clots  of  blood  issued  from  the  incision — having 
accumulated  in  the  bladder.    Pun  and  dyspnoea  great. 

Ordered  bladders  of  ice  to  perineum  and  bowels,  and  Tinet 
Opii,  gtts.  40,  every  hour,  with  occasional  inhalations  otchikh 
reform,  until  relieved. 

Dec.  21st. — Some  slight  discharge  of  bloody  mrine  fkom 


Pr4ceedmgB  of  SocUtus.  278 

incision,  and  occasionally  through  the  urethra,  with  intense 
pain.    Pulse  120. 

Ordered  Opii        -        -  \  a  ^  «-  : 

T  >  a  a  err,  1. 

Ipecac,   -        -  i 

every  three  hours.    Mucilaginous  drinks. 

Dec  22d. — ^Better.  Pulse  80,  full,  firm.  Some  pain  and 
soreness  over  abdomen.  Passed  considerable  bloody  urine 
through  incision  and  urethra  during  the  last  24  hours. 

Continue  treatment.     Add  fomentations  over  abdomen. 

28d. — Quite  comfortable — ^not  much  pain  in  bowels ;  rested 
well  during  the  night.    Pulse  moderate. 

Ordered  Ale,  with  occasional  Opiates. 

Patient  gradually  improved  until  the  29th  (nine  days  after 
the  operation),  when  he  had  secondary  hemorrhage.  Bled 
profusely  from  incision — suffered  intense  pain.  Dyspnoea 
great.  Ordered  bladders  of  ice  to  perineum  and  abdomen, 
and,.  Opii  grs.  ii. 

^^  Acet.  Plumb.  "    ii,  every  three  hours,  and  chlo- 

roform inhalations. 

Dec.  30th. — Quite  comfortable.  Slept  well  part  of  the 
night.  Had  some  discharge  of  blood  and  urine.  Not  much 
pain.    Continue  cold  applications,  and  ale  occasionally. 

Dec.  Slst. — Improving.  Continue  ale.  '  Qpiates  at  bed- 
time. 

Patient  continued  to.  improve.  The  incision  healed  per- 
fectly, and  he  left  the  Hospital  some  six  weeks  after  the  ope- 
ration, comj^etely  relieved  of  his  suffering,  and  in  excellent 
health. 
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Procetdingn  of  the  Montgomery   CowUy  Medical   Society 
Ohio.    Reported  by  J.  C.  Denisb,  M.  1).,  Rec.  Sec'y. 

Dayton,  Feb.  5th,  1867. 
Society  met  at  the  office  of  Drs.  Clements  &  Eoelme. 
Vol.  xvm — 18. 


JE74  Promeihiffi  qf  S$aielb9. 

In  IbeakMOice  of  bolli  President  mi  YtetyDf.  Suns 

called  to  the  chair. 

Dr.  Cabsy  presented  a  heart,  weighing  one  pound  and  eight 
ounces.  Walls  of  ri^t  chamber  dilated  and  attennated — ^thoae 
of  left  ventricle,  thickened,  with  induration  and  tUdcening  of 
mitral  Talves.  Pfttient,  several  years  since,  had  rheamstism, 
with  metastasis  to  heart.  Since  thai  time,  has  been  trovbM 
with  palpitation  and  dyspnoea.  Presented  also  uterus  of  saaie 
subject,  having  some  features  of  interest. 

On  motion,  the  Secretary  was  authoriied  to  pvblidi  the 
proceedings  of  the  Society  in  the  Western  Lancet. 

A  resolution,  requesting  the  authors  of  all  papers  heretofore 
read  before  the  Society,  to  present  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the 
Secretary  for  preservation,  was  passed. 

A  resolution,  eompdOing  members  in  futmre  to  give  the  Seo- 
retary  a  copy  of  their  papers,  after  being  read,  was  lost. 

The  Secretary  read  a  communication  firom  Dr*  J.  S*  Ktf  • 
LOR,  saying  that,  as  far  as  his  practice  afforded  evidence,  1856 
had  been  the  most  healthy  year  he  had  ever  known*  Ko  epi- 
demics of  any  kind  in  his  special  circuit.  Deaths  8 :— -Con- 
sumption 4,  Still-bom  1,  Drowned  1,  Convulsions  1,  Cholera 
Infantum  1. 

[Dr.  Taylor's  location  is  ten  miles  south  of  Dayton,  in  the 
river  bottom,  where  epidemics  are  common.  Has  practised 
there  many  years. — Sec^y.] 

It  was  the  opinion  of  several  gentlemen  that  the  city  had 
not  been  so  entirely  exempt  from  disease  for  many  years,  as 
during  the  one  just  past.    No  epidemics. 

Dr.  Brennan  had  met  with  some  interesting  cases  during 
last  month,  of  a  neuralgic  charact^,  affecting  the  muscular 
and  aponeurotic  structures.  Pain  in  head,  back,  joints ;  no 
fever ;  but  slight  derangement  of  the  secretions.  Seme  per- 
sisted—some yielded  kindly  to  antiperiodics.  Thought  nuda- 
ria  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  difBculty. 

Dr.  Bbbvs  had  seen  several  cases  of  malarious  fever  within 
three  weeks  past.    Is  very  susceptible  to  influence  of  malaria 
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himself.  £now8  he  has  been  in  such  an  atmosphere  recently. 
None  of  his  cases  had  ever  had  ague — all  yielded  to  antiperi- 
odics.  January  had  been  extremely  cold — this  would  refdte 
the  doctrine  of  vegetable  decomposition  being  the  cause. 

Dr.  KoOGLER  had  treated  a  number  of  such  cases  similarly, 
and  with  success.  Thought  there  was  no  doubt  of  its  being 
malarious.  Some  had  never  been  so  affected  before.  Recently 
had  two  cases  of  shoulder  presentation.  Delivered  by  pedal 
version.  Saved  one  child.  Had  tried  cephalic  version,  but 
never  could  succeed.     Had  no  confidence  in  it. 

Dr.  Haines  saw  one  case  of  a  neuralgic  character,  similar 
to  Dr.  Brennan's.  Cured  by  quinine.  Some  weeks  ago  saw, 
in  consultation,  a  female  in  middle  age,  affected  with  some- 
thing like  croup.  Expiration  was  easy — ^inspiration  resembled 
that  of  pertussis.  Was  near  to  suffocation.   Emetics  relieved. 

Dr.  Caret  said  that,  three  months  since,  he  prepared  an 
article  upon  Abortion^  and  desired,  at  that  time,  to  read  it 
before  the  Society.  That,  each  succeeding  meeting  had  been 
so  occupied  with  other  important  subjects,  he  had  not  been  able 
to  gain  the  attention  of  the  association.  The  article  referred 
to  had  recently  appeared  in  print,*  and  it  bore  upon  its  face 
the  evidence  of  having  been  read  before  this  body.  As  the 
journal  referred  to  was  in  the  possession  of  few,  if  any,  mem- 
bers, he  had  prepared  a  brief  abstract  of  the  paper,  and  with 
permission,  would  now  read  it. 

ABORTION. — A  NEW  METHOD  OF  TREATMENT. 

1st.  I  propose  the  separation  and  extraction  of  the  decidu- 
ous membrane,  as  a  means  of  arresting  hemorrhage  in  cases 
of  abortion. 

2d.  The  operation  is  praoticable  at  all  stages  of  pregnancy, 
during  which  the  ovum  derives  its  nourishment  from  the 
mother,  through  the  decidua. 

8d.  The  operation  is  admissible,  a :  When  the  vitality  of 
the  ovum  is  lost,  and  other  means  have  failed  to  secure  its 

•  See  Jen.  No.  Amerierm  Medical  Monthly^  1867. 
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ezpnlsion— i  .*  When  mdden  hemorrhage  from  partial  sepai^ 
tion  of  the  deciduous  membrane  jeopardizes  the  life  of  the 
mother — e :  When  protracted  or  repeated  losses  of  blood  from 
the  uterus  during  the  early  months  of  utero-gestation,  endan* 
gers  the  life  of  the  female,  by  laying  the  foundation  for  oon- 
stitutional  diseases. 
4th.  The  operation  is  accomplished  by  means  of  a  poliahed 
steel  instrument,  twelye  inches  in  length,  the  shaft 
of  which  is  one-third  of  an  inch  in  diameter  in  the 
center,  and  tapering  towards  the  extremities,  upon 
one  of  which,  is  an  oval  claw,  one-half  an  inch  in 
diameter,  and  thirteen  lines  in  length,  with  a  fe» 
nestra  one-half  this  extent  occupying  the  center— 
the  whole  being  slightly  curved  upon  itself;  upon 
the  other  extremity  is  a  placental  hook,  fashioned 
after  Dewees*  model. 

6th.  The  claw  of  this  instrument  is  introdnoed 
through  the  os,  and  carried  to  the  frmdus  of  the 
uterus,  the  operator  aiming  to  make  the  bone  glide 
between  the  decidua  and  womb.  From  this  posL 
tion,  the  instrument  is  made  to  sweep  the  entire 
circuit  of  the  cavity,  and,  if  necessary,  this  may  be 
repeated,  after  which  it  may  be  made  to  revolve 
upon  its  own  axis,  until  flooding  ceases ;  when  the 
decidua  and  its  involucrum  may  be  extracted,  if 
possible. 

6th.  As  soon  as  the  deeidiums  membrane  is  compleidy  Mjpo- 
ratedfrom  its  vascular  connection  with  the  uterus^  hemorrhage 
win  invariably  cease. 

7th.  The  decidua  can  generally  be  extracted  from  the  ute- 
rus by  means  of  the  claw,  or  hook  of  the  Separator j  sometimes 
almost  entire.  When  thb  is  not  the  case,  the  subdivision  and 
comminution  to  which  it  is  subjected  in  detaching  it  from  the 
womb,  will  greatly  hasten  its  maceration  and  discharge*  This 
latter  may  be  expedited  by  the  early  use  of  some  detergent 
iniection. 
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8th«  The  operation  is  safe  to  the  mother,  when  performed 
with  commendable  care. 

9th.  The  philosophy  of  the  operation  may  be  found  in  the 
physiological  relations  subsisting  between  the  decidua  and 
womb;  blood  ceasing  to  flow,  as  soon  as  the  vessels  from 
which  it  proceeds  are  completely  divided,  a :  By  the  tenacity 
and  contraction  of  their  coats — b :  By  retracting  within  their 
sheaths — €:  By  the  contraction  and  consolidation  of  the  fibres 
of  the  uterus. 

10th.  The  operation  has  a  precedent,  or  parallel,  in  Prof. 
Simpson's  practice  of  separating  the  placenta  from  the  uterus, 
in  cases  of  implantation  of  the  former  over  the  os  of  the  latter* 

11th.  I  have  performed  the  operation  of  completely  sepa- 
rating the  deciduous  membrane  from  the  uterus,  in  thirteen 
cases,  with  entire  success,  and  without  an  unpleasant  symp- 
tom following,  that  could  be  referred  to  the  use  bf  the  instru- 
ment 

12th.  Reasoning  a  priori^  the  instrument  may  be  used  with 
entire  safety  and  success,  in  those  cases  where  it  becomes 
necessary  to  produce  abortion,  prior  to,  or  during  the  third 
month  of  utero-gestation. 

C(ue  ISih. — Mrs.  D.,  set.  26  years,  aborted  four  years  ago. 
Since  then,  has  conceived  five  times,  and  carried  but  one  foe- 
tus to  term.  Now,  supposes  herself  to  be  two  and  a  half 
months  pregnant.  Has  been  flooding  more  or  less  for  three 
weeks,  the  loss  of  blood  for  three  days  has  been  copious.  At 
present,  almost  bloodless,  pulse  130,  cannot  assume  an  erect 
position  without  fainting.  Surface  cool — vagina  filled  with 
clots  of  blood,  OS  patulous,  decidua  can  be  felt,  partially  sepa- 
rated from  the  uterus,  hemorrhage  continues.  I  introduced 
the  instrument,  directed  by  the  index  finger  of  the  left  hand, 
the  patient  lying  upon  her  back,  and  in  a  few  moments  suc- 
ceeded in  separating  and  extracting  the  deciduous  membrane, 
almost  entire.  The  hemorrhage  ceased  immediately,  and  no 
unpleasant  symptoms  followed  except  those  resulting  from 
ansemia. 
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Dr.  Davis's  knowledge  of  fbe  instrninent  consisted  it  just 
having  read  a  part  of  the  publication  refered  to.  He  doubted 
the  value  ascribed  to  it  in  the  reported  cases,  and  read  the 

case  of  Mrs. to  show  that  it  had  been  used  before 

other  means  known  to  the  author  had  been  tried  and  the  pro- 
bability of  the  membranes  having  been  detached,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  might  have  been  expelled.  Believed  the  woman 
had  deceived  Dr.  C — .  The  advantages  claimed  for  the  instm- 
ment  was  the  facility  with  which  it  was  slipped  between  the 
deciduous  membranes  and  the  internal  surface  of  the  utenu, 
and  then  literally /e«7tn^  (hem  out.  Didn't  think  this  practic- 
able, from  the^shape  of  the  instrument — ^from  the  direction  of 
the  axis  of  th(3  pelvis — ^and  from  the  structure  and  attachment 
of  the  parts  to  be  separated.  Its  use  might  prove  more  hai- 
ardous  in  its  results  to  the  mother,  than  if  we  trusted  to  the 
successfully  attested  remedies.  He  said  tuecUtfvl  remedies 
for  it  was  rare  to  hear  of  a  woman  dying  from  hemorrhage 
in  abortion.  He  questioned  its  moral  tendency — sometime! 
threatened  abortion  is  arrested  by  the  treatment  ordinaribf 
instituted,  and  the  WDman  carries  to  full  time.  Tt  was  sidd 
that  much  time  could  be  saved,  and  the  woman's  health  often 
preserved,  by  preventing  great  loss  of  blood — ^if  so,  it  is  un- 
doubtedly a  valuable  acquisition.  At  present,  the  want  of 
evidence  in  favor  of  its  feasibility,  precluded  his  indorsement 
of  its  availability  in  the  ends  claimed.  The  author  uses  it 
only  as  a  dernier  resoriy  and  yet,  he  has  used  it  successfully 
in  thirteen  cases — this  was  uparalleled  in  his  own  professional 
experience  or  knowledge;  especially  in  connection  with  the 
fact,  that  Dr.  C— *'8  practice  was  a  general  one,  with  no  ob- 
stetric celebrity.  Without  any  intentional  disparagement  he 
feared  the  author  had  been  over  sanguine. 

Dr.  Rbeyb  remarked  that  cases  of  abortion  were  perplex- 
ing and  annoying,  but  did  not  think  them  any  more  so  than 
many  other  cases  occurring  in  practice ;  any  new  means  of 
relief,  and  for  saving  time  and  anxiety,  would  be  welcome 
additions  to  our  knowledge,  provided  they  could  be  safely 
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adopted.  In  abortion,  the  remedies  at  our  command,  com- 
pared fayorably  with  those  for  the  treatment  of  other  acci- 
dents and  diseases ;  the  tampon  was  safe  and  reliable ;  his 
experience  with  ergot  led  him  Co  repose  more  confidence  in 
it,  than  did  the  author  of  the  paper.  Was  not  prepared  to 
go  into  many  points  of  anatomy  and  physiology  bearing 
upon  the  use  of  the  instmment.  Had  his  doubts  about  the 
necessary  removal  of  deciduous  membrane  to  stop  hemor- 
rhage, after  the  ovum  itself  was  thrown  off — also  in  regard  to 
the  &eility  with  which  the  connections  of  that  membrane  with 
the  uterus  could  be  destroyed.  Did  not  think  the  instrument 
9afe.  Called  attention  to  the  width  of  its  claw,  and  sharp  edges 
-HMiid  that  when  the  os  was  dilated  sufficiently  to  admit  thatj 
it  would  also  admit  the  finger,  and  often  the  ovum  eould  be  re- 
moved by  it ;  especially  when  the  finger  could  be  introduced  to 
the  second  joint.  Thought  it  too  straight  to  introduce  wiA  faci- 
lity; suggested  a  curve  in  shaft.  Was  opposed  to  poking  in  the 
dark  with  such  an  instrument,  into  a  sensitive  and  important 
organ. 

Asked  how  we  were  to  know  that  pregnancy  was  not  advanc- 
ed beyond  the  period  during  which  the  use  of  the  instrument 
was  contemplated,  since  the  time  of  conception  was  uncertain, 
and,  women  were  usually  in  doubt  as  to  the  period  of  preg- 
nancy at  wluch  they  had  arrived.  Oould  not  see  the  parallel 
between  the  use  of  this  instrument,  and  Simpson's  removal  of 
placenta — dieught  the  two  operations  entirely  different ;  one 
was  manual,  tiM  other  instrumental — ^in  one  the  sense  of  touch 
guided  the  application  of  force,  in  the  other  it  did  not  Could 
not  see  the  bearing  of  one  reported  case,  where  a  male  was 
removed  by  it — ^the  operation,  as  described,  did  not  bear  upon 
the  principle  claimed,  which  was  to  peel  off  the  decidua.  Then 
eKamined  the  propositions  laid  down  by  the  imnsntor,  as 
guides  for  its  application — 1st.  When  other  means  have  failed 
to  expel  the  ovum — this  would  reduce  the  cases  to  which  it  was 
adapted  to  a  very  small  number— 4eath  from  abortion  was 
mwrj  rare  indeed,  and  he  thought  cases  of  hemorrhage  were 


280  Proeeedingi  of  8ocUUe%. 

infirequent,  which  would  not  yield  to  ergot  er  tampon :  2nd. 
When  sadden  hemorrhage  jeopardized  the  life  of  the  female^ 
this  would  require  sudden  action — there  would  be  no  time  to 
use  the  instrument — should  resort  at  once  to  the  tampon, 
about  which  there  was  no  doubt  of  it  being  equal  to  the  emer- 
gency; 3d.  When  repeated  bleeding  induced  conslitotional 
disease-— did  not  tiiink  any  prudent  physician  would  allow 
hemorrhage  to  proceed  to  such  a  point.  Finally,  did  not  wish 
to  question  any  cases,  or  statements  of  successful  use  of 
instrument  by  Dr.  C.  but  often  evil  effects  resulted  firom  men 
becoming  devoted  to  any  particular  doctrine,  or  made  of  prao- 
tice — they  were  afterward  incapable  of  exercising  a  sound 
judgemnt.  This  was  the  bane  of  medical  science-— had  seen 
it  in  our  own  society.  Thought  it  our  duty  to  examine  closely 
new  doctrines,  before  adopting  them.  K  the  instrument  waa 
valuable,  the  profession  would  finally  render  a  verdict  in 
favor  of  the  originator ;  but  he  thought  it  both  needlem  and 
danger<yu9. 

Dr.  Brennan  said,  gentlemen  were  too  sweeping  in  thdr 
remarks.  If  there  were  objectionable  points  in  the  Utile 
maehiney  perhaps  they  could  be  remedied.  Every  thing  had 
a  beginning.  Had  every  confidence  in  Dr.  C's  skill  and  abi- 
lity, and  doubted  not  the  correctness  of  his  success,  as  stated 
in  the  paper.  If  cases  did  occur,  when  the  uterus  failed  to 
expel  the  ovum  and  decidua,  and  hemorrhage  persisted  to  the 
great  danger  of  patients,  what  means  have  we,  short  of  this 
instrument  of  reaching  the  difficulty  ?  Had  often  felt  the 
necessity  of  having  an  extennan  to  his  finger  in  such  casea. 
Complimented  the  Dr.  as  a  public  benefactor. 

Dr.  Denise  thought  the  claw  of  the  instrument  too  wide 
to  answer  all  cases — the  os  is  not  always  dilated  to  that  sixe. 
So  it  might  be  elongated  without  any  very  near  approach  to  a 
point.  Believed  Dr.  C.  did  not  claim  perfection  in  the  model 
or  finish  of  the  instrument.  Like  all  new  inventions  yet  rude. 
It  was  a  long  time  before  the  forceps  conquered  the  prejudieea 
against  thenu 
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They  Iiave  only  recently  attained  their  present  degree  of 
completeness — ^now,  no  sensible  obstetrician  would  hesitate 
to  use  them  irhen  circumstances  demanded.  The  straightness 
of  the  shaft  would  not  prevent  its  ready  introduction  into  the 
OS.  He  could  see  more  difficult  in  giving  that  9weep  around 
the  cavity  of  the  uterus  necessary  to  detach  the  decidua,  owing 
to  its  mobility,  and  its  anatomical  relations.  But  other  points 
were  of  more  importance — was  the  principle,  upon  which  the 
use  of  the  instrument  was  based,  a  correct  one?  He  believed 
it  was.  When  abortion  is  threatened,  no  man  feels  that  his 
patient  is  safe  till  the  membranes  come  away ;  after  that  there 
is  no  danger  from  hemorrhage.  All  acted  upon  an  idea  they 
did  not  understand.  The  Dr.  had  comprehended  it — ^made  it  a 
practical  one,  and  had  accomplished  a  great  desideratum.  It  is 
remarkable  too,  that  no  degree  of  separation  of  the  membranes 
from  the  uterus,  short  of  complete,  secures  either  the  ovum  or 
the  mother  from  danger.  Though  the  attachments  might  be 
over  a  small  space,  at  the  fundus  for  instance,  the  finger  could 
not  well  pull  it  off — ^if  carried  to  the  fundus,  it  was  quite  as 
liable  to  inflict  injury,  as  the  instrument.  But  was  it  9afe  f 
(XT  hazardotu  as  some  had  thought!  The  success  of  the  Dr. 
was  a  sufficient  answer.  Thirteen  cases  had  been  treated  in 
this  manner,  and  no  unpleasant  symptoms  occurred  in  auy,  how 
could  such  be,  if  the  uterus  had  been  injured? — it  was  a 
remarkable  fact^  going  far  to  recommend  it  to  our  consideration. 
Hoped  no  one  would  condemn  it  before  making  a  trial  himself. 

Db.  Kooolsr  had  introduced  straight  instruments  into  the 
uterus  and  believed  he  could  introduce  this  one  without  iigury 
to  the  parts.  The  claw  was  too  large  for  early  periods  of 
gestation,  after  that  there  would  be  danger  of  the  uterus 
damping  the  instrument.'  Didn't  think  it  necessary — ^had 
treated  a  good  many  cases — ^never  had  alarming  ones-  —used 
tampon,  and  sometimes  saved  the  ovum  by  it.  The  author 
had  been  lucky,  (or  unlucky)  in  having  so  many  cases  of  abor- 
tion. Didn't  see  how  we  were  to  determine  which  wera 
extreme  casesi  when  the  instrument  might  be  used  ? 
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Dr.  Haines. — Some  of  as  '^  old  fogies^  are  more  inffiag  to 
trust  to  nature. 

Dr.  Oaret  was  gratified  that  his  paper  had  elidted  diseiis- 
sion.  The  subject  was  an  interesting  one.  The  mstmment 
was  rude  andlncomplete.  It  had  been  remodelled  once,  and 
was  yet  too  wide  in  the  claw.  The  instrument  was  applied 
without  difficulty,  the  obstacles  being  b  j  no  means  insormoimt- 
able.  The  yielding  nature  of  the  perinenm  rendered  the  tmU 
let  capable  of  assuming  a  right  line  with  the  os  uteri.  The 
suggestion  of  a  curve  in  the  shaft,  to  correspond  with  tiie 
curve  of  the  pelvic  cavity,  would  destroy  the  nseftilness  of  the 
instrument  entirely. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  resort  to  violence  in  order  to  aooom-* 
plish  the  objects  claimed  for  the  instrument— -^videnee  waf 
uncalled  for  and  unwarrantable.  He  had  never,  in  any  eaflOy 
used  any  considerable  force,  in  separating  the  deddnovs  mem* 
brane.  At  full  term,  the  placenta  is  attached  to  the  ntons 
with  about  as  much  tenacity  as  the  rind  of  the  orange  is  to 
the  pulp  ;  and  as  we  descend  towards  the  period  of  eoneep* 
tion,  the  strength  of  the  adhesions  diminishes,  and  from  three 
months  down,  the  union  between  the  decidua  and  uterus  is 
slight,  wholly  vascular,  and  the  vessels  small ;  consequently, 
force  is  quite  unnecessary  to  complete  the  detachment  of  the 
decidua  from  the  womb. 

It  was  now  two  years  since  he  first  resorted  to  the  prindple 
inculcated  in  the  paper,  vis :  the  separation  of  the  decidua,  to 
arrest  hemorrhage.  In  the  first  case,  the  female  supposed 
herself  two  and  a  half  months  pregnant.  He  treated  her  faith- 
fully for  six  weeks,  during  which  time,  he  put  in  requisition 
all  the  means  laid  down  in  books  for  such  eases.  Ergot,  for 
the  time  being,  arrested  pain  and  hemorrhage*  The  female 
finally  became  reduced  to  the  very  verge  of  the  grave.  She 
wore  the  tampon  almost  constantly.  He  supposed  that  during 
the  treatment,  she  carried  it  three  weeks,  it  being  removed 
daily  to  cleanse  the  passage,  and  evacuate  the  bladder  and 
rectum.    In  that  case,  he  scooped  out  the  contents  of  the 
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nterus  with  tbe  handle  of  a  silver  egg  spoon,  and  thej  proved 
to  be  a  mole — ^had  failed  in  this  case  to  extract  the  foreign 
substance  from  the  womb  with  the  placental  hook.  Hemor- 
rhage ceased  immediately  after  tbe  operation,  and  did  not 
return,  nor  were  there  any  unpleasant  symptoms  following, 
that  could  be  attributed  to  the  use  of  the  instrument.  Since 
the  treatment  of  the  foregoing  case,  he  had  used  several 
devices  to  accomplish  the  same  object,  and  always  had  been 
successful.  He  made  it  a  point  to  put  in  requisition  all  the 
acknowledged  means  for  arresting  hemorrhage,  before  resort- 
ing to  the  iiistrument,  unless  it  was  in  extreme  cases,  demand- 
ing prompt  and  immediate  action ;  and  when  he  said  he  made 
ilse  of  all  the  means  to  prevent  abortion,  he  wished  to  be  under- 
stood as  meaning  what  he  said. 

l!he  tampon  was  successful  against  the  loss  of  blood,  in  cases 
of  abortion,  if  properly  applied.  The  rule,  however,  is  never 
to  resort  to  this  agent,  so  long  as  there  was  any  hope  of  saving 
the  life  of  the  ovum.  By  preventing  the  free  exit  of  the  blood, 
coagula  formed  between  the  decidua  and  uterus,  promoting 
the  separation  of  the  former  from  the  latter.  The  instrument 
lAouId  generally  be  preceded  by  the  tampon,  if  the  cases  were 
treated  properly  from  the  beginning;  it  was  designed  for 
Extreme  dases,  and  should  not  be  used  on  all  occasions,  or 
upon  slight  pretences. 

Hemorrhage  from  the  uterus  during  the  early  months  of 
utero-gestation,  was  not  necessarily  followed  by  a  loss  of  the 
new  being ;  the  rule,  however,  is,  that  any  considerable  loss 
of  blood  will  be  followed  at  no  very  distant  period,  by  the 
expulsion  of  the  ovum.  He  had  always  acted  upon  the  prin- 
ciple, that  the  embryo  could  be  saved,  until  the  health  or  life 
of  the  mother  was  put  in  jeopardy  by  flooding ;  after  this, 
there  was  no  prospect  of  saving  the  ovum ;  the  line  of  practice 
was  clear,  and  that  was  to  empty  the  cavity  of  the  uterus. 
The  tampon  was  designed  only  to  arrest  the  hemorrhage,  and 
he  knew  of  no  good  that  could  accrue  to  the  female  from  wear- 
ing a  plug  for  one  or  two  weeks,  abstractly  considered.     It 
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was  a  constant  source  of  discomfort  and  danger  to  the  patient, 
and  the  sooner  that  it  could  be  dispensed  with,  the  better. 
After  reasonable  delaj,  if  the  ovum  was  not  expeUed,  the 
instrument  should  be  used ;  and  his  experience  convinced  him 
that  it  was  safe  and  sticcessftd. 

The  facts  embraced  in  the  case  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman 
who  first  occupied  the  floor,  as  published  in  the  January  No. 
of  the  American  Medical  Monthly ,  had  been  faithfully  detailed 
as  they  were  presented  to  him,  and  he  believed  them  to  be 
substantially  correct.  The  woman  supposed  herself  to  be 
menstruating,  the  hemorrhage  occurring  at  her  regular  period. 
It  having  progressed  off  and  on  for  ten  days,  the  patient  was 
greatly  reduced,  siirface  cool,  pulse  135,  syncope  had  several 
times  occurred,  hemorrhage  was  continuing  when  he  saw  the 
case ;  the  decidua  was  separated  from  the  uterus  throughout 
its  lower  portion,  but  was  attached  superiorly.  The  finger 
readily  passed  to  the  second  joint,  into  the  cavity  of  the  ute- 
rus, and  still  he  could  not  control  the  ovum.  He  used  the 
instrument  as  an  extension  of  the  finger — ^the  latter  being  too 
short — and  separated  the  decidua,  a  portion  of  which  adhered 
with  some  firmness  to  the  uterus,  and  extracted  it  almost  entire. 
Hemorrhage  ceased  immediately,  and  did  not  return.  In  the 
case  in  the  country,  he  found  the  patient  almost  moribund^ 
blood  had  passed  through  the  bed,  and  formed  a  pool  several 
inches  in  diameter  upon  the  floor.  A  tampon  had  been  imper* 
fectly  applied  by  the  gentleman  who  preceded  him  in  the  case. 
No  time  was  to  be  lost.  The  finger  when  introduced  into  the 
OS  uteri,  proved  a  most  effectual  bar  against  further  loas  of 
blood.  In  this  position  he  retained  it,  until  by  the  instrument 
he  detached  the  decidua.  The  hemorrhage  ceased,  and  did 
not  return.  He  was  not  willing  to  leave  this  case  to  nature 
and  the  tampon,  when  means  of  relieving  her  at  once  were 
at  hand. 

Those  who  have  practised  obstetrics  to  any  extent,  and  have 
not  encountered  difficulty  and  witnessed  serious  consequences 
following  abortions,  have  been  fortunate.    Such  experience 
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was  truly  remarkable.  He  did  not  think  if  abortion  was  treated 
as  successfully  as  other  accidents  in  obstetrics,  that  that  fact 
should  be  urged  as  an  objection  against  any  further  improve- 
ments in  this  line.  There  was  no  danger  of  the  uterus  during 
the  early  months  of  gestation,  ^^  clamping  the  instrument," 
thereby  inflicting  violence  upon  the  walls  of  the  former. 
Almost  the  entire  weight  of  authority  was  against  the  use  of 
the  tampon  as  long  as  there  was  any  hope  of  saving  the  life 
of  the  ovum.  He  had  acted  in  the  best  possible  faith  in  the 
premises,  and  under  similar  circumstances,  should  continue 
the  use  of  the  instrument. 


ilMli 


COBBESFONDENCE. 


Madison,  March  17th,  1857. 

Mr.  Editor  —  Some  time  ago.  Dr.  Cogley,  of  this 
city,  suggested  to  me,  that  if  acetas  plumbi,  could  be  moulded 
into  sticks  like  the  nitrate  of  silver,  it  would  be  an  important 
desideratum  to  the  medical  profession.  I  have  succeeded. 
If  it  has  ever  been  thus  prepared  before,  I  am  not  aware  of 
it.    It  is  prepared  as  follows. 

Take  two  thin  plates  of  lead,  and  place  them  in  shallow 
vessels,  filled  with  distilled  vinegar,  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
have  a  part  of  each  plate  rising  above  the  vinegar :  these  are 
turned  occasionally,  so  as  to  bring  different  portions  of  the 
metallic  surface  in  contact  with  the  air.  The  metal  after 
becoming  protoxidized,  dissolves  in  the  vinegar  to  saturation, 
and  the  solution  is  dien  evaporated  to  the  point  of  crystalli- 
sation. Take  of  these  crystals  thus  formed,  and  reduced  to 
the  finest  powder,  three  drachms;  alcohol  96  per  cent,  one 
drachm.  Dissolve  this  powder  in  the  alcohol,  by  the  aid  of 
a  slight-heat)  then  place  in  moulds  and  allow  to  cool. 

Yours,  &c. 
JOHN  A.  CHILD,  Druggist. 
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Clinical  Ledurei  on  Certain  IH$ea$€9  €f  tk$  Ufinary  OrffOMM  :  ami 
an  Dropsies.  By  Bobbrt  Bbmtlet  Todd,  M.  D.,  F.  B.  S., 
Physician  to  King's  College  Hospital.  Blanchard  i  Lea,  Phil. 
1857,  p.  p.  288. 

The  author  informs  ns  in  his  Preface,  that  the  fayormUe  leoeptioii 
given  to  his  first  series  of  Clinical  Lectures  has  enconraged  bim  to 
publish  another  yolume  "  on  an  important  dass  of  diaeaaea/'  Hia 
aim  has  been  and  is,  to  teach  by  examples ;  "  to  inenloate  cawiinal 
points  of  diagnosis,  tieatibent,  and  pathology  by  obaerTatioiia 
made  at  the  bedside,  and  by  illustrations  drawn  from  aaital^e 


cases." 


Dr.  Todd  places,  very  justly,  a  high  value  on  clinical  instmction, 
and  regrets  the  obstacles  which  interfere  with  such  teachings  in  the 
various  institutions  which  oSer  fields  for  clinical  observation. 
Among  these,  is  one  which  is  operative  if  possible,  with  still  more 
force  in  this  country  than  in  Great  Britain.  When  will  Medical 
Colleges  adopt  a  rational  system  of  instruction?  What  can  be 
more  absurd  than  the  present  ?  But  let  us  hear  what  so  learned  a 
teacher  as  Dr.  Todd  has  to  ofier  on  the  subject : 

'<  Much  impediment  is  thrown  in  the  way  of  clinical  pursuits 
by  the  great  number  and  length  of  the  courses  of  the  lectures  which 
students  are  called  upon  to  attend  in  the  schools.  Although,  in 
some  degree,  curtailed  of  late  years,  these  may  be  still  further 
diminished  with  advantage  to  both  teacher  and  pupil.  For  exam- 
ple, how  unnecessary  in  the  present  state  of  medical  literatore  are 
long  courses  of  lectures  on  the  practice  of  medicine  and  snigery, 
or,  indeed,  on  any  subject  not  requiring  demonstration  and  experi- 
ment !  How  much  better  would  it  be  to  confine  the  lectures  on 
these  subjects  to  the  discussion  of  difficult,  doubtful,  and  important 
points  of  pathology  and  practice,  preceded  by  a  sufficient  state- 
ment of  first  principles  suitable  for  the  uninitiated  I  And  in  sudi 
lectures  care  should  be  taken  to  indicate  the  best  sources  of  infor- 
mation, and  the  most  valuable  works  of  reference,  and  to  encourage 
habits  of  research  and  study. 

'*  Men  would,  under  these  circumstances,  be  led  to  read  and 
digest  standard  authors,  to  think  for  themselves,  and  to  discard 
the  system  now  prevailing  (but  only  of  recent  growth)  of  learning 
manuals  by  rote.  And  much  of  the  time  now  spent  in  listening  to 
lectures  (the  greater  part  of  which  can  be  no  more  than  what  may 
be  better  read  at  home)  might  be  devoted  to  hospital  work,  and 
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ihe  pupil  would  mcquire  by  his  own  eight,  and  touch,  and  hearing 
the  knowledge  which,  in  the  lecture-room,  he  can  receive  only 
upon  the  description  and  authority  of  another. 

f*  And  if,  along  with  such  changes  as  these,  the^examinations 
instituted  for  medical  diplomas  and  degrees  were"  conducted  in 
a  manner  adapted  to  teat  positive  knowledge,  rather  than  to 
encourage  a  flippant  expertness  in  answering  questions,  the  result 
would  be  a  greatly  diminished  resort  to  the  grinding  process,  and 
a  more  healthy  and  zealous  pursuit  of  scientific  and  practical 
knowledge  for  its  own  sake.  Idle  and  indolent  men  would  exist 
under  all  systems ;  but  with  more  guidance  and  less  dependence 
on  the  dicta  of  a  teacher,  those  disposed  to  work  would  devote 
themselves  to  their  pursuits  with  much  more  ease,  and  with  a  sense 
of  freedom  from  the  thraldom  of  scholastic  routine." 

The  book  contains  sixteen  lectures,  and  in  these  the  various 

forms  of  renal  disease  and  of  dropsy  are  most  ably  discussed.    As 

a  specimen  we  select  a  portion  of  a  lecture  on  the  treatment  of 

dropsy  following  scarlet  fever.     After  giving  his  views  of  the 

causes,  nature,  d?c.,  he  thus  proeeeds : 

*'  Let  me  conclude  this  lecture  with  some  remarks  on  the  treat- 
ment of  this  form  of  dropsy. 

"  The  practitioner  ought  chiefly  to  aim  at  relieving  the  irritated 
state  of  the  kidneys  by  such  means  as  will  not  deteriorate  the 
quality  of  the  blood.  You  must  look  upon  the  kidneys  in  these 
cases  as  irritated  by  a  poison,  and  that  in  consequence  of  this 
there  is  an  undue  afflux  of  blood  to  them,  just  as  there  is  to  the 
conjunctiva  when  a  particle  of  dust  gets  into  the  eye.  It  can  be  of 
no  use  to  take  away  blood  in  such  a  case  as  this.    You  must  first 

frt  rid  of  more  or  less  of  the  poison.  In  the  example  to  which 
have  referred,  of  an  irritated  conjunctiva,  it  would  be  of  no  use 
to,  at  once,  apply  leeches  to  the  conjunctiva  or  the  neighboring 
integument ;  the  rational  plan  would  be  to  remove  the  irritating 
substance  by  some  mechanical  means,  and  then,  if  the  congested 
state  remained,  to  employ  leeches. 

"  80,  in  this  state  of  kidney,  it  is  not  advisable  at  first  to 
abstract  blood,  either  generally  or  locally ;  first,  be<Mrase  such  a 
proceeding  will  not  remove  the  eaus^  of  the  morbid  state  of  Uie 
kidneys ;  and  secondly,  because  it  tends  to  deteriorate  Uie  qualUy 
of  the  blood,  which  has  been  already,  through  the  influence  of  the 
poison,  rendered  quite  poor  enough. 

**  You  must,  in  the  first  instance,  endeavor  to  brine  about  the 
elimination  of  the  poison,  through  some  other  channel,  as  well  as 
the  kidneys,  such  as  through  the  skin  or  bowels ;  and  this  will 
relieve  the  kidneys  far  more  efficiently  than  any  other  means  to 
which  you  can  have  recouras.     For  this  purpose,  in  the  com* 
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menoement  of  tfie  diseMe,  whether  dropsy  be  preaent  or  not,  ike 
frequent  use  of  the  warm  bath,  or  the  yapor  batib,  daily  if  neoeMary, 
is  very  beneficia],  provided  the  patient  be  strong  enoo^  to  hmr 
these  measures ;  but  he  should  never  be  allowed  to  ranaiii  in 
the  bath  sufficiently  long  to  induce  weakness,  or  to  diminisli  }m 
strength.  Baths  of  high  temperature  should  be  avoided ;  a  heat  of 
from  ninety  to  ninety-five  degrees  Fahr.»  is  amply  suffident^ 

*•  With  the  view  of  eliminating  the  poison  hj  the  bowels,  aodi 
purgatives  should  be  employed  as  produce  wateiy  evacuatioas. 
Now  and  then  you  may  jgive  a  dose  of  calomel,  foUowed  by  a 
saline  aperient;  or  you  may  use,  in  preference  to  mereuxy,  the 
compound  jalap  powder ;  but  all  purgative  medicines  which  caase 
free  watery  dischaiges  by  the  bowels  are  of  decided  service  in  tlna 
form  of  dropsy. 

**  Ton  may  also  do  good  by  promoting  the  dischai^  of  water 
through  the  kidneys  by  means  which  do  not  tend  to  mcrease  the 
irritation  already  existing  in  these  organs  ;  but,  as  many  of  you 
are  no  doubt  aware,  in  the  whole  list  of  medicines  unere  m 
none  so  uncertain  in  their  action,  and  which,  for  that  reason,  we 
use  so  tentatively,  as  those  classed  as  diureiiei..  The  diuielics 
which  appear  to  be  i^ost  useful  under  these  circumstanoes,  are 
such  as  appear  to  exert  a  chemical  action  (whatever  be  the  precise 
naturo)-4he  bitartrate  of  potash  for  example,  and  the  benJBoate  of 
ammonia.  The  free  use  of  diluents  and  of  the  alkaline  carbonate 
or  citrates  is  also  to  be  recommended. 

"  If,  after  an  early  treatment  of  this  kind,  there  still  remam 
evidence  of  a  congested  state  of  the  kidneys,  you  may  then  have 
recourse  to  local  bleeding,  by  leeches  or  cupping,  over  the  loins. 
I  think  it  is  much  better  to  adopt  this  measure  in  these  cases  lai$ 
than  early,  and  I  have  eeeu  much  more  benefit  result  from  it  when 
so  employed  than  when  it  has  been  resorted  to  at  the  commence- 
ment of  Uie  attack.  I  explain  this  on  the  principle  already  referred 
to ;  the  primary  congestion  of  the  kidney  is  due  to  tne  direct 
influence  of  an  existing  poison ;  and  notwithstanding  the  removal, 
or  the  diminution  or  dilution  of  this,  a  residual  congestion  is  apt 
still  to  be  present  This  may  be  considerably  reliev^  by  the  local 
abstraction  of  a  small  quantity  of  blood,  just  as  (to  have  recourse  to 
my  former  simile),  after  the  removal  of  a  particle  of  dust  from  the 
eye,  a  state  of  congestion  often  remains,  which  is  greafly  benefited 
by  the  application  of  cold,  or  of  a  leech  or  two,  or  it  may  be,  in 
some  cases,  by  warm  fomentations.  Observe,  all  that  I  ask  you 
to  do  is,  if  you  practise  bloodletting  at  all,  do  it  from  some 
well-founded  principle,  and  not  in  an  empirical  or  routine  way ; 
and  always  bear  in  mind  that  it  is  a  remedy  of  great  poteu^, 
fiequently  for  evil,  sometimes  for  good. 

''  Tlieie  is  no  special  remedy  that  I  know  of,  for  the 


sUte  of  long  that  so  often  manifests  itself  in  these  cases,  and  all 
that  you  can  trust  to  is  the  gradaal  restoration  of  the  hlood  to 
its  normal  condition,  and  the  recovery  of  the  general  powers  of 
the  patient.  The  way  to  promote  this,  is  hy  endeavoring  to  keep 
up  the  heart's  action,  and  by  upholding  the  general  strength ;  so 
that  while,  on  the  one  hand,  you  are  endeavoring  to  eliminate 
morbid  matters  from  the  system,  you  must,  on  the  other,  carefully 
feed  the  patient,  particularly  by  the  well-regiilated  exhibition  of 
stimulants,  which,  properly  speaking,  are  nothing  more  than  a 
peculiar  kind  of  food.  If  wine  or  brandy  be  digested  badly  or 
not  at  all,  they  should  not  be  given ;  and  what  I  would  have  you 
bear  in  mind  b,  that  alcoholic  stimulants  should  be  dealt  with  just 
as  beef  and  mutton,  and  that  they  should  be  regarded  as  merely 
hydrocarbonous  matter  in  a  subtle  form,  to  be  administered  care- 
fully and  by  system,  as  you  would  give  other  aliments,  not  in  a 
alorenly,  irregular  manner,  or  according  to  the  mere  whim  of  the 
patient  or  his  nurse.  Try  to  form  a  fair  estimate  of  his  power  of 
digesting  these  substances,  and  give  them  accordingly. 

"  In  several  cases  of  this  dropsy,  I  have  used  tartar  emetic, 
with  benefit,  as  a  medicine  whicn  determines  to  the  skin,  and 
which  exercises  a  cert  ain  sedative  influence  upon  the  pulmonary 
circulation.  It  is  one  of  the  best  medicines  for  this  purpose  that 
we  possess,  but  if  I  do  not  have  recourse  to  it  often,  it  is  because 
it  ifl  so  very  uncertain  in  its  effects  on  different  individuals.  As 
a  fleneral  rule,  I  think  it  may  be  laid  down  that,  when  patients 
quickly  tolerate  it,  it  is  an  excellent  remedy ;  but  when,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  nauseates  and  sickens,  its  action  is  rapidly  exhausting. 
It  is  for  this  last  reason  that  tartar  e  metic  has  been  so  vaunted  by 
the  ultra-antiphlogistic  practitioners,  because  it  frequently  complete 
ly  knocks  down  the  ^patient,  and,  they  suppose,  the  disease  also ;  but 
be  assured  that  you  cannot  be  too  circumspect  in  the  employment 
of  this  drug,  for  very  miany  patients  have  been  so  prostrated  by  it 
that  they  have  never  got  up  again .  The  medicine  which  I  most 
prefer  for  acting  on  the  skin  in  these  and  other  cases,  is  the  liquor 
€unmonug  acetoHs,  in  doses  of  from  two  or  three  to  six  dralchms  - 
and  it  likewise  cts  most  favorably  as  a  sedative  to  the  circuation. 
Digitalis  may  aalso  be  used,  but  only  under  close  watching ;  but, 
generally  spea  king,  when  the  lungs  are  involved  in  the  manner  we 
have  witnessed  in  the  cases  referred  to,  more  good  is  obtained  by 
frequemt  counter-irritation  of  the  chest  at  different  points,  and  by 
the  use  of  diffusible  stimulants,  such  as  ammonia,  chloric  ether, 
and  alcoholic  fluids,  than  by  any  other  means.  For  sale  by 
Biokey,  Mallory  d?  Webb.    Price  81  50. 

,  VOL.  xvm— 19. 
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SuaiMeml  Bepari  on  l4tf  Siekmn  tmd  MmiaUiff  m  A$  Amtgjtttm 
Oniied  Staiet,  oompOed  from  the  Becordt  of  the  Sargeon  Ge«N 
ral'e  Office,  embrscii^  a  period  of  sixteen  Tetrs,  from  JanoAiy, 
1839,  to  January,  1856.  Prroared  midei  the  direction  of  Brevvl 
Brigadier  General  Thomas  Lawson,  Snraeon  General  United 
States  Armj.  Bj  Riorabd  H.  Cooudoi,  M.  D.,  Assistant  Snr- 
geon  U.  8.  Army.    pp.  708.    Washington,  1866. 

We  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Chas.  T^ripler,  U.  8.  A.,  for  the  pemsil 
of  the  above  Beport,  made  in  compliance  with  a  lesdntion  o#  the 
U.  8.  Senate,  calling  for  a  copy  of  the  8taiistioal  Beport  da  the 
Mortality  and  Sickness  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  The  du^ 
of  compiling  this  Beport  wss  entn»ted  to  Dr.  Bichard  H.  Oooli40S» 
and  he  was  materially  aided  by  the  late  Dr.  Alex.  8.  Wotherspooa. 
Moch  labor  has  been  expended  upon  the  Beport,  and  it  contaiM 
some  papers,  espeoially  on  the  nse  of  qninine  in  large  doeea,  am 
analysis  of  which  cannot  fail  to  interest  onr  readers.  It  possessss, 
also,  many  other  ieatores  of  interest,  bnt  we  most  reeenre  a  follsr 
notice  of  it  for  our  next  number. 


An  Bsporiium  of  th%  S%ffn$  and  Stfmpioms  of  Pre^ntmcy  ;  wA 
9om$  other  Papere  on  Subfeeis  connected  with  Jiidw^ery.  By  W. 
F.  MoNTGOMKRT,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  M.  B.  I.  A.;  Ex-scholar  of  Trin- 
ity  CoU^,  Dublin;  Professor  of  Midwifery  in  the  King  uid 
Queen's  OoU^  of  Physicians  in  Ireland  ;  lately  President  of  that 
College,  and  one  of  the  Presidents  of  the  Patholonesl  Society ; 
one  of  the  Presidents  of  the  Obstetrical  Society ;  Member  of  the 
Soeiete  de  Biologic  of  Paris  ;  Member  of  the  Imperial  Medicel 
Society  of  Vienna  ;  and  of  the  Society  of  Natural  Fhfloeophy  and 
Medicine  at  Heidelberg.  From  the  second  London  edition,  pp. 
668.    Price  98.76.  .     ^ 

Since  the  first  appearance  of  Dr.  Montgomery's  dissertation  om 
the  Signs  of  Pregnancy  and  Delivery  in  the  '*  CyolopsBdia  of  Plrae- 
tical  Medicine,''  published  in  London  some  twenty  years  ago» 
his  name  has  been  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  highest  authorities 
upon  this  subject.  In  1887  he  presented  to  the  profession  a  diatiMt 
volume,  of  which  the  above  dissertation  formed  the  baaia.  This 
work  received  the  warmest  commendation,  and  was  considered  nnri* 
vailed  in  the  English  language.  It  supplied^  the  wants,  as  far  as  it 
was  possible  to  do  at  thst  period,  of  those  who  were  required  to 
determine  the  existence  or  absence  of  prqpmncy, — a  qoestioa  the 
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T68pon8ibilitj  of  which  has  often  been  felt  by  the  eonscientions  phy* 
rician.  Our  limits  and  the  lateness  of  the  hoar  at  which  the  volume 
has  been  received,  prevent  anything  like  a  critical  examination  of  its 
contents.  We  can  only  present  the  reader  with  the  views  of  our 
distinguished  author  in  reference  to  some  of  the  means  which  are 
leganled  of  importance  in  aiding  our  diagnosis  of  the  existence  of 
pregnancy.  And  in  the  first  place,  let  us  see  what  are  his  preseot 
views  of  the  value  of  auscultation  in  the  formation  of  a  correct  judg . 
ment.  He  was  charged  with  inconsistency  when,  in  his  first  edition, 
he  asserted,  on  the  "  very  highest  authority,"  that  the  application 
of  the  stethoscope  for  this  purpose  required  more  care,  and  was  beset 
with  greater  difficulties,  than  are  encountered  in  investigating  all  the 
diseases  of  the  chest ;  yet  the  authority  quoted  by  him  was  no  less 
than  Laennec  himself.  It  is  evident,  from  the  brief  space  devoted 
to  this  subject  in  the  firet  edition,  and  the  tenor  of  his  remarks,  Dr. 
Montgomery  did  not  entertain  a  very  high  estimate  of  its  impor- 
tance. It  was  beset  with  so  many  difficulties,  that  it  cotdd  not  fail 
to  lead  to  frequent  error. 

In  the  present  edition,  we  find  nearly  thirty  pages  occupied  with 
the  discussion  of  the  merits  of  this  proceeding,  and  we  have  an  excel- 
lent synopsis  of  the  writings  of  those  who  have  been  engaged  in  its 
stndy,  from  Mayor,  of  Geneva,  the  reputed  discoverer  in  1818,  to 
Kennedy  and  Naegele,  Adams  and  Depaul.  After  a  full  considera- 
tion of  the  matter,  he  thus  concludes : 

"  Having  thus  fully  considered  the  several  phenomena  connected 
with  pregnancy,  discoverable  by  auscultation,  and  with  some  yeare' 
additional  experience,  I  feel  bound  to  repeat  the  opinion  which  I 
formerly  gave  with  reference  to  its  application,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  existence  of  pregnancy  ;  and  must  again  say,  that, 
without  meaning  to  depreciate  its  gpreat  and  acknowledged  value,  as 
an  occasional  means  of  doing  so,  I  am  still  of  opinion  that  for  those 
who  are  thoroughly  convereant  with  the  proper  methods  of  exam- 
ining doubtful  cases,  it  will  seldom  be  found  necessary,  if  all  the 
other  more  ordinary  modes  have  been  adopted  with  sufficient  care  ; 
tkat  if  vre  inquire  carefully  and  minutely  into  the  history  of  our 
eaae,  and  know  how  to  make  good  use  of  onr  hands  and  eyes,  we 
will  not  often  require  the  assistance  of  our  ears. 

"There  are,  however,  met  with  in  practice  many  peculiar  cases, 
IB  which,  as  I  have  already  strongly  insisted  on,  auscultation  may 
be  brought  to  our  assistance  with  tli^  happiest  e£bct ;  not  only  as  a 
moans  of  ascertaining  pr^nancy,  under  circumstances  in  which  we 
ooidd  not  by  any  other  means  suooeed,  but  with  several  other  impor- 
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Unt  obkcte ;  m  when,  in  piotractad,  or  Miomilovi  labor*  H  baeowm 
desirable  to  determine  wbetber  tbe  cbild  atill  lives,  or  is  becoming 
weaker ;  or,  under  other  circnmstanoes,  snob  as  those  of  the  cases 
alreadj  related,  p.  128,  ei  $eq.  The  presence  of  twins  maj  be  tfras 
discoyered,  as  may  also  the  position  of  the  child,  the  sitoation  of  the 
placenta,  or  the  existence  of  extra  nfeerine  pv^gnaooj." 

The  ftdlowing  diag^m,  with  the  description  contuned  in  the  text, 
will  afford  some  aid  to  those  who  are  abont  to  make  their  first  trial 
of  this  method : 

**  It  has  been  alreadj  observed,  that  the  heart-beat  in  tbe  lattnr 
months,  is  usually  aadible  over  a  space  of  from  three  to  fbnr  sqnava 
inches,  according  to  the  period  of  pregnancy  and  the  force  or  IbIsb-' 
sity  of  tbe  sound ;  in  a  few  instances,  it  can  be  heard  over  almost 
the  whole  surface  of  the  uterus ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  ia  eaily 
preffnanoy  it  often  can  be  heard  only  in  a  spot  whidi  the  end  of  the 
steuoscope  is  sufficient  to  cover. 

**  Its  seat  or  source  being  the  heart  of  the  foetus,  and  the  foetua  hav- 
ing,  in  most  women,  a  great  disposition  to  change  its  posture,  the 
situation  of  the  sound  may  consequently  be  dinnent  at  difibml 
times,  especially  from  the  sixth  to  the  eighth  month.  But,  in  the 
great  majority  of  cases  examined  at  near  the  full  period  of  preg- 
nancy, tlie  heart-beat  will  be  heard  about 
the  middle  of  a  line  drawn  from  the  ante- 
rior superior  spine  of  the  ilium  to  the  um* 
bilicus  ;  or,  if  we  suppose  the  uterus  tri- 
sected into  three  equfd  portions  by  two 
lines  drawn  across  it  at  right  angles  with 
its  long  diameter,  and  th^se  lines  trisected, 
as  in  Ae  diagcam,  the  heart-beat  will  be 
most  distinctly  heard  at  A  ;  or  if  not  there,  * 
at  B.  It  will  be  heard  at  C,  or  D,  if  the 
child  happens  to  be  sessile,  or  presenting 
the  nates ;  it  is  occasionaUy,  but  not  often, 
heard  in  the  median  line." 


In  reference  to  the  dusky  hue  of  the  vagina,  which  has  been  brought 
forward  as  a  sure  test  by  Prof.  EHoge,  of  Berlin,  and  M.  Jacqoemia* 
of  Paris — ^the  latter,  according  to  Dr.  M.,  having  been  the  diseovenr 
— ^the  observations  of  our  author  have  led  him  to  modify  the  riews 
expressed  in  his  former  edition.  Tben  his  attention  had  been  but 
recently  drawn  to  the  subject,  and  his  observations  had  been  quite 
limited.  This  phenomenon  being  doe  to  **  an  increased  vaaoolar 
determination  or  congestion  exiatii^  at  that  time  in  the  genital  qns- 
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tern,'*  be  bdiered  might  resnlt  from  other  forms  of  vascular  conges- 
tion, independent  of  pr^nancj.  His  present  views  may  be  inferred 
from  the  following : 

*'  I  shall  now  state  the  resnlts  of  my  own  observations. on  this 
matter,  to  which  I  have  for  some  years  paid  considerable  attention. 

"  The  shade  of  color  observable  is  not  accurately  expressed  by  call- 
iag  it  blue,  or  comparing  it  to  that  of  the  violet,  or  of  port  wine ;  a 
more  correct  designation  woald  be,  I  think,  a  livid,  or  dosky  hoe  ; 
it  is  altogether  different  from  the  shade  of  color  seen  in  ordinary 
vascolar  congestion,  even  when  intense,  or  in  cases  where  there  are 
varicose  veins.  I  believe  the  nearest  approach  to  it  is  the  color  occa- 
sionally noticed  on  the  vaginal  membranes  dm'ing  menstmation ; 
but  this  is  not  a  case  likely  to  mislead  ns.  According  to  Ponillet, 
the  existence  of  haemorrhoids  will  produce  this  color  on  the  vagina  ; 
I  have  had  many  opportunities  of  testing  this  assertion,  and  have 
BO  hesitation  in  declaring  its  inaccuracy. 

**  In  the  vulva  it  is  most  distinct  on  the  inside  of  the  njnmphie, 
aad  about  the  orifice  of  the  urethra,  and  the  clitoris ;  and  the  dusky 
hne  becomes  more  and  more  strongly  marked  as  we  ascend  towards 
the  upper  end  of  the  vagina  and  os  uteri,  where  its  appearance  is 
often  very  striking,  when  the  color  is  but  imperfectly  developed  at 
the  entrance  of  the  vagina. 

*'  Even  where  it  is  fully  developed  about  the  entrance  of  the  vagi- 
■a,  the  color  is  never  so  deep  as  that  of  port  wine ;  but  in  snch  a 
ease,  the  os  uteri  will  present  a  very  dark  hue  indeed.  It  is  not, 
however,  nniformly  or  continuously  diffused  over  the  whole  mucous 
membrane,  but  is  seen  in  patches,  between  which  the  membrane 
appears  simply  congested. 

**  I  have  not  found  its  perfection  at  ail  proportioned  to  the  dark 
color  of  the  hair,  as  remarked  by  Kilian. 

**  I  have  not  seen  any  instance  of  its  being  clearly  visible  within 
the  first  two  months ;  it  is  frequently  not  developed  until  the  fourth^ 
or  even  the  fifth  month.  I  have  had  several  opportunities  of  watch- 
ing the  gradual  development  of  this  peculiar  color,  and  of  noting  the 
Uik  that,  even  in  eases  where  it  became  strongly  marked  after  the 
ibarth  month,  it  was  not  visible  until  after  two  months  of  pregnancy 
luulehipsed. 

**  It  IS  sometimes,  even  at  advanced  periods,  not  perceptible  at  all, 
attd,  in  some  instances,  it  is  so  faintly  marked,  as  to  be  altogether 
•qnivocal ;  and  in  snch  cases  it  ought  to  have  hot  little  influence  on 
our  opinion ;  because  other  conditions  may  cause  an  appearance  so 
doMly  resembling  this  imperfect  color,  that  it  would  be  impossible 
to  draw  the  distinction.  But  I  have  never  seen  a  single  instance  in 
whkh  its  perfect  condition,  as  observed  in  healthy  pregnancy,  was 
gjainlatad  m  any  other  state  of  the  system. 

^  In  every  inHtance,  without  a  single  exception,  in  which  I  have 
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found  tbis  appeantnoe  diftinoU j  markad,  pregQUicj  enexittud.  Jkk 
pregnancy  may  exist,  and  this  color  may  not  be  Tisible,  ehbar 
oecanee  not  developed  in  the  particidar  caae,  or  becaose  the  rital 
actions  of  pr^ancy  have  been  arrested ;  for  I  have  had  several 
opportunities  of  observing  its  disappearance,  when  the  o^wm  has 
bera  bHghted.  One  very  striking  instanoe  of  this  I  shall  hava  oee** 
sion  to  relate,  in  a  fntare  section  on  protracted  gestation ;  the  case 
of  Bridget  Smith,  in  whom  it  was  nnnsnally  well  marioed  at  the 
fourth  month,  but  at  six  months,  had  quite  disappeaied ;  the  oroa 
havinff  been,  in  the  meantime,  blighted. 

'<  My  experience,  then,  justifies  me  in  rogardi^g  this  peo«lhr 
appearance  as  a  very  valuable  diagnostic  indiealioa ;  liable  to  ttii 
drawback,  that  it  is  not  available  as  a  general  means  in  praetlee^  # 
oonsideration  which  must,  of  course,  considerably  modify  the  vaha 
of  this  test ;  but,  nevertheless,  should  subsequent  observations  pro«« 
^t  healthy  pregnancy  is,  in  the  great  majority  of  instanoss.  or  evea 
in  a  very  laige  number,  accompanied  by  such  an  appearance  beooming 
visible  withm  the  first  or  second  month,  the  faot  would  certainly  be 
one  of  the  most  important  additions  ever  made  to  our  means  of 
making  a  correct  diagnosis,  in  cases  of  early  pregnancy  ;  and  tte 
mors  espedallv,  as  it  would  be  applicable  to  a  period  at  whidi  wv 
have  no  othei^rtisfaotory  means  of  discovering  the  existence  of  thai 
condition ;  and  might  occasionally,  under  peculiar  oirenmslanoes»  be 
resorted  to  with  propriety  and  advantage. 

'*  Before  leaving  this  part  of  our  subject,  and  proceedi^  to  eos* 
sider  other  less  usual  sources  of  information,  a  brief  summary  of  ths 
evidence,  to  which  we  may  refer  at  different  periods  of  prQgnaiiey» 
appears  desirable, 

"  1st.  Should  the  examination  be  required  before  the  end  of  ths 
third  month,  we  have  in  general,  no  sign  or  sympton  on  which  we 
can  place  perfect  reliance ;  but  our  opinion  must  be  formed  from  ths 
suppression,  or  continuance  of  menstruation,  the  state  of  the  breasts 
and  areola,  sickness  of  stomach,  and  state  of  the  os  uteri.  In  a  raie 
instance,  quickening  may  have  taken  place,  the  dusky  color  of  ths 
vagina  may  be  developed,  or  the  dark  abdominal  line  may  be  pres- 
ent ;  the  placental  souffle  may  perhaps  be  audible,  or  poMmkhf  lbs 
foetal  heart-beat,  or  the  sounds  produced  by  the  movements  <^  the 
child  ^see  pp.  191,  197),  or  we  may  be  assisted  by  the  detectioB  of 
some  idiosyncrasies  of  the  individual,  or  by  her  being  conscious  of 
exactly  the  same  sensations  as  those  which  had  been  experienced  at 
a  similar  period  in  her  former  pregnancies.  *  On  the  whole,*  to  nss 
the  words  of  Smdlie,  *  the  difficulty  of  distinguishing  between  ob- 
struction and  prq^ancy,  in  the  first  months,  is  so  great,  that  W9 
ought  to  be  cautious  in  giving  our  opinion,  and  never  prescribe  snoh 
remedies  as  may  endanger  the  fruit  of  the  womb  ,*  but  rather  endea- 
vor  to  palliate  the  complaints^  until  time  shall  discover  the 
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of  the  ease,  aod  always  judge  on  the  charitable  side,  when  life  or 
reputation  is  at  stake.' 

"  2dly.  In  the  fourth  or  fifth  month,  in  addition  to  the  above 
points  of  reference,  we  seek  to  detect  the  increased  size  of  the  abdo* 
Bieo,  and  the  uterine  tumor,  which  at  this  period  is  generally  well 
defined,  and  may  be  felt  overtopping  the  anterior  wall  of  the  pelvis  ; 
the  umbilical  depression  is  beginning  to  diminish,  and  the  foetal 
movements  have  been  most  probably  felt  by  the  mother,  or  may  be 
recognized  by  the  hand  externally  applied  ;  the  uterine  souffle  and 
fcetu  heart-beat  may  be  heard  ;  and  m  most  cases,  the  dasky  color 
of  the  vagina  and  the  dark  abdominal  line  will  be  distinctly  percep- 
tible, and  ballottement  is  available. 

«<  The  OS  uteri  is  now  much  changed,  as  are  also  the  breasts,  on 
which  we  may  expect  to  find  the  areola  fully  formed,  and,  in  some 
instances,  the  peculiar  mottled  appearance,  or  secondary  areola, 
already  described;  not  unfrequently,  a  lymphy  or  sero-lactescent 
'fluid  is  found  exuding  from  the  nipple,  or  the  extremity  of  this  part 
is  covered  with  the  little  bran-like  scales. 

"  8dly.  In  the  sixth  and  subsequent  months,  the  development  of  the 
abdomen,  and  the  size  of  the  uterine  tumor,  within  which  we  may 
be  able  to  distinguish  different  parts  of  the  child's  body,  the  umbili- 
eos  raised  to  the  level  of  the  surrounding  surface,  or  projecting  above 
itt  the  patulous  and  otherwise  greatly  altered  state  of  the  os  uteri 
and  shortened  cervix,  above  which  We  feel  the  bulging  body  of  the 
uterus,  and  the  head  of  the  child  Ijdng  against  its  anterior  wall,  if 
distinctly  recognized,  afford  proofs  which  leave  no  room  for  doubt, 
which  would,  of  course,  be  equally  removed,  if  we  detected  the  phe- 
nomena derivable  from  auscultation. 

'*  In  investigations  of  this  kind,  an  invariable  rule  should  be,  to 
eoUect  every  possible  proof  before  we  venture  to  pronounce  an  opin- 
ion ;  not  trusting  to  tne  evidence  of  any  particular  sign  or  sympa- 
thy, however  distinct,  or  whatever  may  be  our  faith  in  its  value ;  but 
taking  all  the  evidence  together,  and  judging  of  it  collectively  and 
comparatively ;  except  we  have  distinctly  and  unequivocaUy  heard 
ik§  pulsatiom  of  the  fatal  heart,  orfeU  the  child  move  in  utero,  which 
oaght,  of  counie,  to  be  completely  decisive  of  the  question. 

**  Should  the  case  be  one  occurring  in  an  unmarried  female*  or  into 
which  l^al  considerations  enter,  whether  of  a  civil  or  criminal  char- 
•eter,  and  involving  property,  reputation,  or  life,  our  dediion  ought 
t9  T€$t  on  no  evidence  that  admits  of  doubt,  and  if  we  can  not  have 
inch  proofe  as  will  rigidly  satisfy  our  judgment,  and  enable  us  to 
decide  without  hesitation,  our  uncertainty  must  be  candidly  and 
JMiricesly  expressed,  and  our  decision  postponed  until  a  further  lapse 
4rf  time  shall  remove  the  obscurity  of  the  rase ;  and,  in  the  mean- 
tine,  no  treatment  should  be  adopted  which  could  interfere  injuri- 
ooily  with  the  state  of  pregnancy." 
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The  piwent  yolmne,  as  stated  hj  the  Ameriean  piiUish6n»  is 
really  an  enlarged  and  an  improved  edition,  the  qnantitj  of  new 
matter  added  being,  aocordiog  to  the  author,  more  than  eqo^  n 
amount  to  the  whole  contents  of  the  former  edition.  Sabjeois  thss 
but  briefly  noticed,  on  account  of  the  imperfect  knowledge  poesssssd 
by  the  profession,  are  now  treated  in  full  detail,  as  their  importaaes 
merits.  The  work  is  well  illustrated,  both  by  colored  plates  and 
wood-cuts,  although  those  representing  the  appearance  of  the  mam* 
mary  areola  during  pregnancy,  to  be  found  in  the  English  copy,  haft 
been  omitted  on  account  of  the  great  expense  and  increase  in  the 
price  of  the  book,  which  must  have  attended  their  reproduction. 
WhOe  we  regret  the  necessity,  or  supposed  necessity  of  this,  we  must 
express  the  opinion  that  Messrs.  Blanchard  &  Lea  haye  placed  both 
the  medical  and  l^al  professions  under  great  obligations  for  fvnish- 
ing  so  excellent,  nay,  so  indispensable  a  work,  at  snch  a  moderale 
price,  that  of  the  English  copy  being  about  six  dollars.  In  our  next 
number  we  shall  notice  the  author's  views  on  some  other  points^ 
deemed  of  much  importance  in  determining  the  existence  of  prqg- 
nancy,  and  at  the  same  time  take  a  hasty  glance  at  some  of  the 
papers  connected  with  Midwifery,  which  are  appended  to  the  pressnt 
volume.    For  sale  by  BIckey,  Mallory  &  Webb. 


Ibdd  and  Bowman's  Physiolcffieal  Anatomy  </  Man,  is  now 
completed,  and  we  have  received  the  Philadelphia  edition,  just 
issued,  too  late  for  notice  in  the  present  number. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Sickmsi  and  DtojUi  of  Dr.  Kam.—ThB  death  of  the  late  Dr.  E. 
K.  Kahb,  which  took  place  in  Havana  on  the  16th  of  Febniaiy, 
though  not  unexpected,  has  still  filled  the  minds  of  all  who  knew 
htm  with  deep  regret  that  a  career  so  brilliantly  commenced  and  so 
faithfully  followed  should  be  so  prematurely  terminated.  It  was  the 
fortune  of  the  writer  to  attend  him,  in  consultation  with  his  rsgohur 
physician  (Dr.  La  Riverend),  during  the  last  part  of  the  sickness 
which  terminated  his  life.  A  few  particulars  of  his  case,  gathered 
in  that  short  period,  will,  it  is  believed,  derive  some  interest  from 
their  connection  with  one  so  justly  celebrated. 

Dr.  Kane  inherited  a  decided  predisposition  to  rheumatic  aflectioii» 
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and  had  from  earlj  life  been  snbject  to  attacks  of  articnlar  rhenma- 
tism.  He  snfleiied  very  severely  from  this  disease  after  his  retom 
from  the  first  Arctic  expedition.  The  heart,  also,  had  become 
involved,  and  he  was  thought  to  have  a  considerable  degree  of  hyper- 
trophy, together  with  thickening  of  the  valves.  So  severely  was  he 
afflicted  with  articnlar  rheumatism  while  preparing  for  the  last  cmise 
in  March  of  Sir  John  Franklin,  that  it  was  often  necessary  to  apply 
frictions  to  the  joints  for  an  honr,  before  rising  in  the  morning,  in 
order  to  enable  him  to  ride  to  the  Navy  Yard,  where  the  "  Advance '' 
was  fiuing  ont 

Very  soon  after  getting  iato  the  high  latitudes,  however,  these 
•difficnlties  subsided — a  result  which  would  hardly  have  been  antici- 
•pated,  but  which  he  had  observed  in  his  own  case  on  his  previous 
Toyage.  What  his  sufierings  and  exposures  were  during  his  Arctic 
expedition,  is  well  known ;  but  it  is  proper  to  state  that  they  were 
much  more  severe,  and  their  effect  upon  his  constitution  more  dis- 
astrous, than  wofdd  be  supposed  from  the  few  allusions  made  to  his 
own  case  in  the  published  account  of  the  expedition. 

On  his  return,  his  previous  rheumatic  and  cardiac  troubles  had 
become  complicated  with  scurvy  ;  though  very  much  exhausted  and 
worn  out  by  the  hardships  he  had  undergone,  he  allowed  himself  no 
time  for  repose,  but  labored  incessantly  in  preparing  the  account  of 
his  expedition  for  publication.  This  fatigue,  together  with  the  great 
diange  in  climate  and  habits,  brought  on  a  severe  relapse  of  his  con- 
ttitutional  disease,  aggravated  by  the  newly  acquired  scorbutic  taint. 
He  received  little  or  no  benefit  from  the  treatment  of  his  disease 
while  in  this  country,  and  was  advised  to  try  a  change  of  climate  ; 
l^coordingly,  after  tlM  publication  of  his  book,  he  sailed  for  England. 
Here  his  health  became  much  better,  all  his  symptoms  were  much 
improved,  and  he  considered  himself  nearly  restored  to  health.  As, 
however,  there  still  remained  some  traces  of  scurvy  about  him,  his 
physicians  advised  him  to  spend  the  winter  in  the  West  Indies,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  dimate  and  fruits. 

Since  his  return  from  the  North,  there  was  a  somewhat  remarka- 
ble change  in  his  ability  to  bear  the  motion  of  the  ship  ;  he  had 
become  unusually  sensitive  to  sea-sickness,  which  was  brought  on  by 
oven  a  slight  rtlling  of  the  vessel.  The  voyage  from  London  to  St. 
Thomas  was,  however,  wdl  supported ;  while  there,  his  health  con- 
■tfttoed  to  improve,  and  at  the  end  of  six  weeks  he  sailed  for  Havana. 
The  ship  in  which  he  took  passage  was  overtaken  by  a  severe  storm  ; 
he  was  very  much  affected  by  the  motion  of  the  vessel,  and  in  the 
rfbrt  and  strain  of  vomiting,  ruptured  a  blood-vessel  in  the  brain. 
Entire  insensibility  followed,  and  continued  for  several  days  after 
his  arrival  in  Havana.  A  partial  recovery  took  place  after  a  few 
dm,  but  the  right  side  was  found  to  be  completely  paralyzed. 

Buring  the  months  of  December  and  January  and  until  the  10th 
of  Fbbmaiy,  he  slowly  rallied  from  this  attack,  and  was  able  to  walk 
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A  little  ftboot  Ui  room  Mid  to  inn  oak  Ho  raoonnd  tho  an  of 
the  rig^t  lutsd  uul  wriat  to  s  great  degfee^  oad  ihortlT  before  tta 
•eoond  attack,  was  aUe  to  rotate  the  fem-arm.  Hia  mud  was  pir> 
footljr  clear,  althotq^  tbere  waa  aome  loaa  of  eontrol  orar  the  ■!■•• 
oty.  When  be  endeavored  to  recal  aa^  wcomalaitea  whicih  bad 
transpired,  several  others,  more  or  leaa  eonoeatad  with  it.  wwa 
remembered,  from  whioh  he  waa  tmabla  to  isolate  tbe  particolar  bat 
desired.    Of  this  diffioolt^  he  was  himsdf  perfeotlr  eonscaona. 

On  the  10th  of  Febmar;,  at  the  morning  visit,  be  appeared  mom 
cbeerfal  than  nanal,  and  coaversed  a  good  deal  with  tboaa  about  hn* 
About  11  o'clock,  homvw,  he  waa  snddeo^  aoMd  with  »  eavan 
attack  of  apoplexj,  which  deprived  him  entiratj  of  oonadonsmib 
There  was  at  fint  conaidemble  apasmodio  autiOB  of  tba  maadM* 
which  simulated  in  some  degree  a  fit  of  epilepsy-  Tboaa  syploM 
soon  snbsided,  leaving  him  with  almost  oorapleM  paraljak  of  tb» 
entire  bodj.  Hie  irie  reeponded  to  light,  and  the  moMlaa  of  tba 
pbaryax  acted  when  stimnlated  bj  flaid  introdnoad  into  the  moatb. 
The  pdse  was  foable,  and  varied  from  120  to  140  beat*.  The  skis 
was  moist  and  oool.  He  mnaiaed  vai?  mneh  in  tbia  stata  mtil  hit 
death,  which  took  place  on  the  fifib  da^  after  the  selaon,  I«  tbb 
interval,  however,  tie  seemed  to  have  moovared  some  degree  otwm- 
■oionsness,  and  several  times  signified  aaaest  to  »  qaaatioa  bj  taia> 
ing  his  tjta  toward  the  speaker.  Then  was  some  motion  ot  tba  U^ 
when  a  spoon  was  plaosd  in  the  month,  and  otios  or  twiea  ba  WM 
able  to  make  aensible  preeanra  with  the  right  hand.  Thar*  waa  M 
indication  of  snBering  dnring  his  last  honra,  and  be  died  appusn^f 
from  simple  ezhanstion. 

The  tenacity  of  life  in  this  case  was  qnita  remaikahla.  A  ooasti- 
tntion  broken  hj  dironio  diaease  of  manj  years'  standing — a  sariaa 
of  hardships  and  expoenres  almost  nnheaid  of,  with  all  the  depna- 
sing  addition  of  care  and  reaponsibility — followed  by  an  afleelian 
whioh  for  some  months  threatened  his  life ;  add  to  all  usee  an  nttank 
of  apoplexy,  paralyzing  entirely  tbe  right  side,  and  in  two  months 
after  a  relapae  aSecting  the  whole  body,  and  one  can  haiflly  eoneaivn 
hotr  life  could  have  bmn  sustained  fol  so  long  a  period  aa  five  dajt 
after  tbe  last  shock. 

The  treatment  in  this  case  was  qnite  simple.  On  aeeonnt  of  Ua 
previons  illnan  and  the  scorbntio  taint  in  his  system,  itwaathon^ 
uosafe  to  resort  to  the  active  measnrea  osnally  pursned  in  aodi  eaaa^ 
After  the  first  attack,  small  doses  of  ext.  nnz  vomica  wilb  qniniM 
vrora  administered.  These  were  suspended  after  a  time,  tbrangfa  faw 
of  increasing  the  cardiac  disease,  and  a  high  tonio  and  anti-aeorbirtia 
course  was  fullowe.l.  After  tliP  se.junil  oltai:!;.  a  iew  leecLw.  wen 
applieii.  together  with  coM  apgilii'ttiiuus  to  ihehaad. — CommunitiUid 
to  the  Boston  Society  for  Medieai  fmpnvgmttil,  bg  F.  S.  Atntwortk. 
M.D.    (BottonMtd.ami  ff        ' 
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PHTHi8i8.-^i^  Dr.  James  E.  Pollock,  Phyiidan  to  the  Bos- 
fiiai/ar  Coniumpiion  and  Diaea^tM  of  the  Chest, — ^The  first  stage 
of  phthisis  is  generally  stated  to  be  that  m  which  the  physical  signs 
indicate  a  deposit  in  the  lang.  But  we  mast  begin  higher  up  ;  there 
are  andeniably  earlier  symptanu  ihsji  there  are  nfftis,  and  long  before 
the  ablest  and  most  skilled  observer  can  detect  the  sounds  which 
indicate  solidification,  there  is  an  antecedent  state  of  disordered 
health  which,  as  a  causative  agent,  originates  the  altered  state  of 
blood,  not  merely  predisposing  to  tubercle,  but  elaborating  and  pre- 
paring the  material  from  which  tubercle  is  to  be  formed  and  depos- 
ited in  the  lung.  To  this  part  of  our  subject  I  would^entreat  your 
earnest  attention,  and  for  it  would  bespei^  your  future  study.  It 
is  not  only  the  key  to  the  pathological  meaning  of  the  disease,  but 
it  is  the  hopeful  period  for  treatment — the  critical  time  in  which  we 
may  check  the  inroads  of  the  most  fatal  of  all  affections  incident  to 
the  human  frame.  If  we  are  to  wait  till  an  unorganizable  product 
of  low  vitality,  and  only  decomposing  chemical  tendencies,  is 
deposited  in  the  lung,  before  we  call  the  disease  established,  or  begin 
to  treat  it,  we  are  b%inning  at  the  wrong  end,  and  looking  for  a 
remedy  when  the  mischief  is  done. 

From  my  own  careful  observation,  and  a  minute  questioning  and 
examination  of  some  hundred  patients,  as  well  as  from  opinions 
expressed  by  others  with  far  greater  opportunities,  I  feel  no  hesitation 
in  saying,  diat  the  earliest  symptom  of  tubercular  disease  is  wasting. 
It  precedes  the  cough  and  the  hemoptysis,  and  all  the  physical  signs. 
and  it  is  earlier  in  point  of  time  than  the  hectic.  Now,  this  wast- 
ing is  peculiar,  and  recognisable  ;  it  is  what  gives  the  p&ihmcal 
mnect.  It  is  probably  first  manifested  in  the  face  and  hands  ;  it 
withdraws  the  fatty  cellular  cushion  which  gives  the  rounded  appear- 
ance of  heslth  to  the  cheek,  prominence  to  the  eye,  expansion  to  the 
brow  and  temples,  and  it  thins  the  scalp.  It  lessons  the  pulpy 
cushion  around  the  nails,  and  helps  to  dub  the  fingers.  Next,  the 
muscular  tissues  waste;  the  legs  and  chest  muscles  fall  away; 
hence  the  second  symptom,  debility,  or  diminished  muscular  power. 
Hie  state  of  the  skin  here  deserves  notice  ;  it  is  pale*- not  exactly 
the  pallor  of  anaemia  (for  extreme  ancemia  may  exist  without  phthisis, 
and  is  not  frequently  allied  to  it),  but  it  is  more  than  pale,  it  is 
relaxed  and  flabby  ;  to  the  touch  it  is  moist,  to  the  eye  dull  in  color. 
Coincident  with  these  symptoms  there  is  the  sense  of  dehUity — of 
something  wrong;  a  feeling  that  vital  powers  are  flagging,  that 
antrition  is  not  active,  that  the  waste  of  tne  living  machine  is  more 
npid  than  its  repair.  Hence  the  depression  of  spirits  to  which 
attribate  tne  origin  of  the  disease,  but  in  truth  it  is  its  conse- 
Kt^  although  helping  in  its  progress,  for  if  nervous  structure  is 

aaomrished,  it  will  fail  in  its  work,  just  as  muscular  fibre  will 
;  and  with  diminished  nervous  power  we  all  know  bow  the 
hdffsk  to  master  intellectnal  vigor,  and  the  natural  resist- 
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anoe  made  hj  vital  energy  to  any  debilitating  attack.  At  tbis  tune, 
the  secretibns  are  natural ;  the  urine  not  materially  altered  in  specifie 
gravity,  bat  tbe  amount  of  area  varies,  and  is  probably  below  the 
natural  quantity.  I  point  attention  to  this,  for  perhaps  it  will  be 
found  that  this  diminution  in  the  quantity  of  area  is  invariable. 
Now,  urea  is  one  means  of  ridding  the  system  of  its  waste  material, 
but  the  dehris  of  muscular  waste  is  not  poured  oat  by  this  ootlet. 
The  liver  acts  as  before  ;  the  bile  is  unchanged  in  character — it  is 
not  excessive,  at  least ;  there  is  no  expenditure  of  the  refose  of 
tissues  in  forming  the  constituents  of  bile.  The  time  has  not  yet 
come  in  the  history  of  the  disease,  when  the  decarbonization  of  the 
blood  is  impeded  by  the  o*bstructed  lung,  and  thrown  on  the  liver  ; 
consequently,  bilious  disorders,  or  altered  hepatic  structure,  are  not 
common  in  the  early  stage  of  phthisis.  The  primary  acts  of  diges- 
tion, forming,  as  they  do,  a  peculiar  vital  function,  wiUi  chemical 
actions  which  are  exceptional  in  the  animal  economy,  are  generally 
well  performed.  If  appetite  flag,  it  is  for  jthe  want  of  the  vital  and 
nervous  power  which  so  peculiarly  governs  the  desire  for  food  ;  tbe 
capacity  of  digesting  is  there,  unimpaired,  and  so  it  often  is  found  to 
the  last  hour  of  life  in  this  disease.  Occasionally,  however,  acidity 
is  a  symptom  met  with,  and  it  were  wrong  to  omit  this,  for  it  haa 
been  stated  that  some  precipitation  of  the  albuminous  material  from 
the  blood  takes  place  from  this  excess  of  acid ;  but  it  cannot  play  a 
very  important  part  in  changes  which  are  far  more  deeply  seated  in 
the  system,  many  steps  further  on  in  the  conversion  of  aliment  into 
tissue. 

The  first  indications  of  febrile  disorder  are  now  manifested.  The 
pulse  is  accelerated,  not  to  a  uniform,  high  standard,  but  at  inter- 
vals. It  seems  as  if  the  altered  quality  of  blood  had  become  pos- 
sessed of  irritative  qualities,  and  so  excited  an  irregular  and  occa- 
sional  action  of  the  heart,  or  were  sufficiently  stimulating  to  main- 
tain an  unvarying,  vigorous  contraction  of  the  ventricles,  and  the 
elasticity  of  the  arteries  ;  hence  the  occasional  palpitation  and  the 
flushings.  The  febrile  chill  and  sweaU  are  now  very  often  present 
— the  chill  short,  the  perspirations  long — the  converse  of  the  malaria 
febrile  paroxysm. 

Now,  I  wish  it  to  be  clearly  understood,  that  all  this  may  occur 
withotU  any  phyncal  iigm  of  deposit  in  the  lung,  without  any  cough, 
without  any  haemoptysis.  It  is  only  to  those  who  are  intimately 
conversant  with  chest  auscultation  that  this  fact  will  be  recognisable 
and  evident,  but  it  is  so.  Those  who  specially  study  chest  disease 
are  accused  of  over  great  refinemente  in  their  description  of  tbe 
earliest  physical  signs  of  phthisis,  and  they  are  often  disbelieved  by 
others  with  less  practised  ears.  They  are  therefore  at  least  little, 
likely  to  overlook  the  dull  percussion-note,  the  deficient  inspiration, 
the  prolonged  expiratory  murmur,  or  any  of  the  other  reputed 
earliest  signs  of  a  deposit  of  tubercle  in  the  lung ;  yet  those  most 
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ia  anscnlUtion,  and  most  anxious  to  register  the  faintest 
indications  of  solidification  in  the  pnlmonary  tissne,  will  fail  to 
detect  any  one  abnormal  sound  in  the  chest  at  this  peiiod.  The 
sweats  of  which  I  have  spoken  are  often  excessive — ^the  waste  of 
the  system  seems  to  find  an  exit  here,  and  the  loss  of  weight  is  often 
▼ery  remarkable,  and  very  rapid.  Coincident  with  these  symptoms » 
there  may  be  others  very  important  when  they  exist,  but  are  not 
uniformly  present,  and  which  indicate  a  deep  disorder  of  the  blood 
itself. — Limdon  Zancei. 


OvABUS  Dbopst — ^Thb  Ctst  TnfPAvmo :  By  Br.  Bright.— 
Jane  Bouse,  a  married  woman,  aged  87,  was  admitted,  under  my 
eare^  into  Dorcas  Ward,  Sept  2,  1885.  She  had  a  light  com- 
plexion, and  was  by  no  means  emaciated.  When  she  presented 
herself  in  the  room  for  admission,  she  stated  that  she  had  observed 
ft  swelling  of  the  abdomen  for  two  years,  but  that  for  the  last  six 
weeks  only  had  she  suffered  from  it ;  since  which  time  the  pain  had 
been  great  and  constant  As  she  sat,  the  abdomen  was  evidently 
much  enlarged  at  the  lower  part,  and  yielded  an  indistinct  sense  of 
flnctuation.  I  considereii  it  ovarian,  from  her  history.  On  ques- 
tioning her  more  particularly,  when  removed  to  the  ward,  I  found 
that  she  had  been  married  for  many  years :  the  catamenia  had 
always  been  nigular,  but  she  had  borne  no  children.  About  two 
jears  before,  she  had  first  perceived,  or  at  least  had  her  attention 
particularly  drawn  to  a  swelling  in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen  : 
It  was  accompanied  by  a  stoppage  in  the  urine,  which  rendered  it 
necessary  to  nave  a  catheter  passed.  She  seems  at  that  time  to 
have  been  ill  for  a  considerable  period ;  but,  ultimately,  the  swelling 
tnbeided  completely.  It  however  again  made  its  appearance ;  and 
a  second  time  subsided  ;  so  that,  for  a  time,  as  she  stated,  the 
abdomen  was  as  flat  as  ever  it  was.  Six  weeks  before  admission 
she  again  perceived  the  enlargement ;  and  from  that  time  she  had 
snflered  great  and  constant  pain.  On  careful  examination,  I  could 
discover  no  distinct  tumor ;  no  marginated  enlargement ;  no  lobu* 
lated  or  hardened  knots  :  there  was  indistinct  fluctuation ;  and  the 
abdomen  was  tender  on  pressure,  without  acute  pain.  Pulse  120, 
Aarp  ;  tongue  slightly  forred,  and  dry  ;  and  she  altogether  appeared 
greatly  prostrated. 

The  conclusion  to  which  this  examination  led  me,  was,  that  there 
eould,  at  all  events,  be  no  hard  or  malignant  disease  of  the  ovary  : 
that  there  was  probably  chronic  inflammation  of  the  peritoneum, 
excited  by  the  previous  disease ;  and  that  the  membrane  had  become 
thickened  and  altered,  so  as  to  prevent  that  distinct  fluctuation, 
which  otherwise,  from  the  considerable  size  the  abdomen  had 
obtained,  might  have  been  expected.  I  thought  it  right  to  have  the 
catheter  passed ;  but  no  material  quantity  of  urine  was  found  in  the 
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Madder.  Twenty  leeches  were  applied  to  the  abdomen,  feUowed  br 
a  poultice  ;  and  a  pill»  compoBed  of  a  grain  of  opinm  and  etlorndg 
and  one-fourth  of  a  grain  of  tartarixed  antimony,  was  given  tliree 
times  a  day.  The  following  day  the  tenderness  was  somewhat 
diminished,  and  the  bowels  had  been  twice  relieved — the  motioM 
loose,  bat  well  supplied  with  bile  :  a  small  quantity  of  blood  waa 
taken  from  the  arm,  and  again  leeches  applied  to  the  abdomen ; 
bnt  the  irritation  of  the  bowels  increased,  and  it  was  neceesnry  to 
have  recourse  to  starch  injectiens  with  opium,  and  gently  to  giw 
support :  however,  the  tenderness  of  the  abdomen  increased ;  it 
became  tympanitic  ;  a  large  tympanitic  ridge,  corresponding  to  the 
«rch  of  tne  colon,  passed  over  the  abdomen,  above  the  nmbilieos ; 
while  the  lower  part  was  also  tympanitic ;  but  floctnation  oonld 
still  be  discovered  in  its  lower  part,  as  she  lay  on  her  bade.  On  the 
11th  of  the  month,  that  is  ten  days  after  admission,  she  sank. 

Sbotio  Cadaveris. — No  obvious  change  had  taken  place  in  the 
appearance  of  the  abdomen  since  death:  it  still  presented  two 
remarkable  elevations — the  one  crossing  the  epigastric  legion,  the 
other  occupying  the  hypograstric  and  umbilical ;  and  both  were 
decidedly  tympanitic  on  percussion  ;  but  fluctuation  was  still  aaoer* 
tained,  in  the  inferior  and  posterior  part  of  the  lower  tnmor. 
When  the  parietes  were  divided,  a  spherical  tumor  came  into  8i|^t» 
completely  occupying  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen ;  while,  nearer 
to  the  diaphragm,  the  colon,  greatly  distended,  filled  all  the  remain* 
der  of  the  cavity  which  was  brought  into  view.  They  were  both 
evidently  distended  with  gas,  yielding  a  tympanitic  sound,  on  per- 
cussion :  and  it  was  at  once  obvious,  that  the  lower  tumor  was 
attached  to  the  uterine  uppendages,  as  the  left  Fallopian  tube  was 
seen  drawn  over  its  exterior  surface.  When  pierced  by  a  scalpel  at 
its  upper  part,  nothing  escaped  but  a  large  quantity  of  fetid  gas : 
and  attempting  to  turn  aside  the  arch  of  the  colon  from  the  tumor, 
it  was  found  to  adhere  firmly ;  and  many  pints  of  a  fetid  gmmous 
fluid  flowed  from  the  sac,  through  the  rent  made  in  its  walls  by  this 
attempt  to  detach  it.  Examining  more  carefully^  it  was  found  that 
a  similar  attachment  had  taken  place  to  the  head  of  the  colon ;  and 
that  the  sac  was,  moreover,  closely  glued  to  the  small  intestines ; 
and  that  a  collection  of  Hl-conditioned  pus  had  formed  in  the 
folds  of  the  mesentery,  at  that  part.  On  laying  open  the  tumor,  it 
was  found  to  consist  of  one  sac,  about  the  sixth  of  an  inch  in  thick- 
ness, apparently  quite  simple  in  its  structure.  Its  internal  sur&ca 
was  somewhat  flocculent  throughout ;  but  in  the  parts  where  the 
adhesion  had  taken  place,  both  near  the  head  of  the  colon  and  at 
the  mesentery,  the  internal  membrane  of  the  sac  was  softened,  ulcer- 
ated, and  oerebriform,  so  as  to  allow  of  commanication  with  the 
adventitious  abcesses,  which  had  been  formed  externally  by  lay 
ot  coagulaUe  lymph  and  folds  of  the  mesentery. 
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From  tbe  simple  stractnre  of  the  cyst,  and  from  the  condition  of 
the  right  ovary,  in  which  more  than  one  of  the  yesicles  of  De  Graaff 
were  diseased  (one  forming  a  cyst  representing,  in  miniature,  the 
laige  one,  and  the  other  filled  with  yellow  matter),  there  was  rea- 
son to  helieve  that  this  tnmor  might  have  arisen  from  one  of  these 
Tssides  in  the  left  ovary. 

All  the  peritonenm  shewed  marks  of  recent  inflammation  going 
on  in  many  parts,  to  the  formation  of  tender  hands  of  adhesion 
between  the  different  portions  of  the  mesentery  and  the  intestines. 
The  internal  memhrane  of  the  last  few  feet  of  the  ileum,  and  that 
part  of  the  colon  near  the  valve  about  which  adhesion  had  taken 
place,  presented  most  extensive  evidence  of  old  ulceration ;  but 
whether  any  actual  communication  existed  between  the  intestine  and 
die  large  cyst,  was  not  completely  made  out,  though  the  appearance 
greatly  favored  the  idea,  llie  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach 
was  unusually  mammillated,  but  colorless.  The  kidneys  and  blad- 
der were  healthy:  indeed,  except  some  concretion  in  the  gall- 
bladder, and  some  old  adhesions  of  the  pleura,  all  other  parts 
appeared  healthy. 

Beviewing  the  history  of  this  case,  and  comparing  }^  with  the 
appearances  after  death,  the  conclusion  to  which  I  come,  is/thlitthti 
was  probably  a  non-malignant  disease  of  a  Graafian  vesicle ;  that 
the  cyst  had  twice  burst,  and  emptied  itself  into  the  cavity  of  the 
■Momen  ;  but,  that  though  no  fatal  result  had  immediately  followed, 
die  consequence  was  such  a  change,  from  the  inflammatory  action 
sotcited,  as  to  lead  ultimately  to  the  extensive  formation  of  abscesses 
in  the  lymph  deposited  between  the  folds  of  the  peritoneum ;  and 
bence  arose  the  lesion  of  the  intestines  and  the  inflammation  of  the 
sac  which  formed  the  chief  part  of  the  disease  under  which  she  sank. 
From  the  situation  which  the  cyst  occupied  with  relation  to  the 
FaUopian  tube,  it  is  evident  that  it  had  been  developed  in  .the 
appendages  of  the  uterus  ;  and  it  was  equally  evident,  that  neither 
itk.  structure,  nor  the  fluid  which  it  contained,  nor  the  efiects  of  the 
inflammaiion  excited,  bore  any  resemblance  to  those  which  mark 
the  malignant  or  specific  forms  of  ovarian  disease.  The  inflamma- 
tion which  had  left  its  traces  in  the  peritoneum  was  evidently  of  old 
standing ;  and,  supposing  the  adhesion  of  the  cyst  to  have  taken 
pkoe  on  the  firet  occasion  of  the.  disappearance  of  the  tumor,  we 
perceive  a  sufficient  reason  why  the  more  satisfactory  result,  which 
probably  sometimes  follows  such  occurrences,  did  not  take  place  in 
viiscase. 

The  circumstance  of  gas  having  collected  in  the  cavity  of  the 
tnmor,  and  thus  affording  a  tympanitic  sound,  was  one  which  seldom 
oocnrs  ;  but  where  it  does,  *it  will  be  very  apt  to  mislead  us  in  our 
diagnosis,  as  the  absence  of  the  tympanitic  sound  on  the  upper  part 
of  the  tnmor  generally  distinguishes  the  ovarian  from  the  ascitic 
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tumor.    Perhaps,  could  we  trace  with  certainty  die  leeolt  of  thcMa 
cases  which  are  reported  as  recoveries  from  ovarian  dropsj  bj  rap- 
ture, many  would  be  fbuud  to  correspond  very  exactly  with  that  of 
Bouse ;  or  to  give  evidence  of  a  still  nearear  approach  to  the  malign 
nant  form  of  disease,  being  scarcely  more  retarded  in  its  progress  by 
the  internal  rupture  than  it  would  have  been  by  the  operation  o£ 
paracentesis.    Thus,  for  example,  in  the  case  recorded  in  the  First 
Nun\ber  of  these  reports,  although  the  relief  experienced,  after  dia^ 
rupture,  was  so  great,  yet  scarcely  had  two  years  elapsed  before  the 
patient  returned  to  the  hospital  with  the  abdomen  enlarged  nearlr 
as  much  as  before  the  the  occurrence ;  and  in  a  short  time  her  deata 
afforded  an  opportunitv  of  examining  the  condition  of  the  abdomen, 
and  discovering  that  the  ovarian  disease  had  been  of  the  spec^ 
character,  and  that  an  extensive  rupture,  of  several  inches  in  lengthy 
had  suffered  the  fluid  to  escape. — Guy'9  Hospital  R^artip  No.  yi. 


TU  for  Tat, — A  few  years  before  Dr.  Baillie's  death,  dnrimg  a 
visit  which  the  late  I'rofessor  Gregory  of  Edinburgh  made  to  Lon- 
don, these  eminent  physicians,  each  distinguished  in  their  several 
departments,  conversed  together  on  several  oocasiona,  and  tha 
judgement  they  jocosely  pasised  on  each  other  was  exprened  in  tha 
following  manner : 

"  Baillie,"  said  the  accomplished  and  classical  professor  "  knowa 
nothing  but  physic."  **  Or^ory,"  exclaimed  the  experienced  and 
skillful  London  practitioner,  ''  seems  to  me  to  know  every  thing 
but  physic." — Fir.  Med,  Jour. 


Professor  Mutter  has  addressed  a  letter  (dated  Nice.  Dec. 
26th),  to  Dr  Isaac  Hays,  of  Philadelphia,  in  which  he  complain! 
of  a  charge  made  against  him  in  the  Medical  Newt  of  leaving  the 
country  without  fulfilling  his  promise  to  donate  his  museum  to  the 
"  College  of  Physicians."  From  this  communication  it  appears  that 
he  used  every  exertion  to  complete  the  proposed  arrangement 
prior  to  his  departure,  but  failed  for  want  of  time.  In  New  York, 
before  sailing,  he  made  his  will,  and  he  states  that  ''  the  firsl  %Um 
in  that  paper  directs  my  executors,  in  case  of  my  death,  to  hand 
over,  before  the  payment  of  any  other  legacy,  the  sum  of  930,000 
to  the  trustees  agreed  upon  between  the  college  and  myself,  and 
expresses  the  earnest  desire  that  the  arrangements  made  between  us 
should  be  carried  out.*' 
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Amylene. — ^We  have  tried  ibis  new  anaestlietic  in  two  cases  at 
the  Commercial  Hospital,  but  were  nnable  to  render  tbe  patients 
insensible.  In  tbe  first  case  we  nsed  bnt  about  half  an  oanoe— all 
that  we  could  procure : — in  tbe  second  about  an  ounce.  It  pro- 
duced no  irritation  of  the  glottis,  but  the  odor  was  rather  unpleasant. 
We  doubt  whether  it  will  ever  take  the  place  of  chloroform  or 
sulphuric  ether. 


Sxiraei  of  Beef*  9  Blood, — Dr.  Horing,  in  the  Journal  dee  Mcda- 
diee  dee  Enfards^  reports  numerous  facts  in  favor  of  beers  blood  as 
a  therapeutic  agent.  This  was  first  proposed  as  a  most  efficacious 
analeptic  tonic  bj  Professor  Mauthner  of  Vienna.  It  is  prepared 
in  the  following  way : 

The  fresh  blood  should  be  filtered  through  a  bag,  and  then  evapo- 
rated to  dryness  The  extract  thus  obtained,  and  which  contams 
all  the  constituents  of  the  blood  except  the  water,  is  administered 
in  doses  of  an  ounce  or  more,  depending  on  the  age  of  the  child, 
mixed  in  milk  or  any  other  vehicle.  It  is  of  very  easy  digestion, 
and  appears  to  act  like  cod  liver  oil,  without  some  of  the  incon- 
veniences of  this  last  substance.  It  is  important  that  the  prepara- 
tion should  be  recently  prepared,  and  not  too  rapidly  dried.  The 
ivmedy  will  be  found  very  useful  in  the  treatment  of  chlorotic  girls. 
—  Ftr.  Med,  Jour. 


M.  Ricord's  doctrines  have  received  one  blow  after  another,  for 
the  last  year  or  two,  for  which  the  famous  banquet,  provided  last 
aammer  by  the  Lyonaise  friends  and  disciples  of  the  master,  can 
hardly  have  consoled  him.  The  following  commentary  on  a 
favorite  "  law "  of  the  ''  great  syphilographer,"  which  appears  in 
the  Oazette  dee  Tribunaux,  will  shake  the  faith  of  the  public  in  his 
infallibillity : 

•<0n  October  20th,  1855,  B and  his  physician,  Dr.  Tavel, 

selected  from  among  the  wet  nurses  at  the  office  in  the  me  Pagevin, 

Mrs.  Perillat,  and  confided  to  her  B 's  infant  child.    Two 

months  subsequently,  specific  ulcerations  appeared  on  the  breasts 
and  tonsils  of  Mrs.  Perillat,  her  hiiir  fell  off,  and  indeed,  all  the 
symptoms  of  secondary  syphillis  became  apparent  to  the  least  prac- 
ticed eye.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  B at  first  reassured  the  nurse  as  to  tbe 

nature  of  her  disease ;  but,  as  she  grew  worse  daily,  she  insisted  on 
having  medical  advice,  and  went  with  her  husband  to  consult  Dr. 
DamoDt  When  informed  of  the  character  of  the  disease,  she  at 
once  accused  the  infant  B as  the  cause. 

The  Perillats  commenced  a  suit.    The  judge  appointed  three 
phjfricians  to  examine  the  facts : 
VOL.  XVyi — ^20. 
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The  report  of  the  experts  established  the  fbQowiag  facts : 
Mrs.  Perillat  was  in  perfect  health  when  she  went  to  B- 


honse  ;  her  own  diild,  wnich  she  was  then  suckling,  was  perfectly 
healthy ;  her  husband  exhibited  no  signs  of  remote  or  recent  in* 
lection ;  in  her  own  case,  the  eridenoes  of  disease  wen  confined  to 
the  vpper  part  of  the  person. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  infant  B  was  infiseted  herBditarily» 
and  had  manifested  symptoms  of  transmitted  syphillis,  before  tke 
arrival  of  Mrs.  Perillat,  according  to  Dr.  Tavd's  admission.  It 
farther  appeared,  that  Dr.  Tavel  had  proposed  to  a  former  nurse  a 
mercnrisl  treatment,  which  being  refusecU  this  norse  was  dismissed 
and  Perillat  engaged.  To  the  latter,  mercurials  had  been  adminb* 
tered  without  her  knowledge  or  consent. 

Of  the  three  experts,  two  declared  tnat  the  communication  of  Urn 
disease  from  the  child  to  the  nurse  was  certain;  the  third  only 
declared  it  probable. 

With  these  facts  M.  Bertin,  advocate,  demanded  two  thousand 
dollars  damages.  The  advocate  imperial  Perrot  sustained  Urn 
demand.  The  transmission  of  the  disease  was  proved  beyond  a 
doubt,  he  said,  and  the  parents  and  Dr.  Tavel  were  guilty  of  con- 
cealing from  the  nurse  the  nature  of  her  disease  and  of  the  treatment 
to  which  she  was  involuntarily  subjected.  The  tribunal  allowed 
one  thousand  dollars  damages." 

Tills  is  surely  worth  a  lecture  at  the  Hopital  du  Midil— Hr. 
Jied,  J(ntr^ 


Dr.  William  Yates,  who  first  introduced  Vaccination  wto 
the  United  States,  died  at  Morris,  Otsego  Goanty,  New  York,  oa 
the  7th  ult.,  at  the  extreme  age  of  90.  He  waa  a  native  ot  EngUacU 
studied  under  Sir  James  Earle  at  St  Bartholomew's  Hospital* 
attended  Abemethy's  first  course  of  lectures,  and  left  London  at  tim 
ageof23.  


Charttt  Hospttal,  Nkw  OniAAHs. — The  number  of 
into  this  noble  Institution  for  1856,  was  9,482.  There  were  die* 
chaiged  8,898.  Died,  974.  The  expenses  of  the  Institutton 
amounted  for  the  year,  to  978,828,  a  little  less  than  98  for  every 
individual  parUkingof  its  benefits. — jY.  O.  Med.  Stwsand  Bdtp. 
Omtette. 


**  I  am  often  asked,"  said  Mr.  Abemethy,  "  why  I  don't  prac- 
tice what  I  preach  ?  I  answer,  by  remindmg  the  enquirer  of  Htm 
parson  and  the  sign  post.  Both  point  \h»  same  way,  but 
follows  its  course"—  Vhr.  Mkd.  and  Surg,  Jotur. 


wt 
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Under  tlie  head  of  Original  Commonications  in  tibe  present 
number,  we  publish  the  report  of  an  nnfortnnate  case  which  occor* 
red  in  the  practice  of  a  phjsician  of  a  neighboring  city.  Having 
heard,  from  several  sources,  that  the  matter  had  already  gained  an 
unenviable  notoriety  by  publicity  in  the  daily  papers,  at  first  we 
resolved  to  return  the  report  to  its  author,  but  on  further  consider 
radon,  it  seemed  to  us  that  it  contained  some  features  of  equal,  if 
not  of  higher  interest  to  the  profession,  than  its  surgical  bearings. 
In  the  first  place,  the  operator  boldly  asserts  that  the  consulting 
physician  became  "  preeminently  responsible  "  in  the  case,  and  his 
language  throughout  is  such  as  to  leave  no  doubt  on  the  mind  of 
the  reader  that  even  the  responsibility  of  the  injury  to  the  intestine 
itidf— whether  caused  by  the  operator  we  will  not  now  stop  to  dis* 
cuss — should  be  equally  divided.  In  the  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  Ame- 
rican Medical  Association^  we  find  in  reference  to  consultations,  the 
following :  *'  The  responsibility  must  be  equally  divided  between 
the  medical  attendants — they  must  equally  share  the  credit  of  sue* 
eess,  as  well  as  Uie  blame  of  failure."  In  medical  cases,  this  maj 
be  just ;  but  we  do  not  believe  that  it  can  with  equal  justice  apply 
in  operative  surgery.  So  far  as  the  question  of  the  propriety  of  an 
operation  is  concerned,  this  responsibility  should  be  reciprocal,  and 
during  the  peifbrmanoe  of  it,  should  the  assisting  surgeon  discover 
certain  matters  which  the  operator  may  overlook,  but  which  are 
likely  to  lead  to  serious  results,  it  would  be  very  r^rdiensible  oon<» 
duct  on  his  part,  if  he  failed  to  give  timely  notice.  But  that  he  is 
to  aid  in  direciing  the  knife  in  its  dissection  of  vital  parts,  to  say 
whether  this  artery  or  that  nerve  shall  be  wounded,  or  whether  an 
intestine  is  to  be  punctured,  really  does  seem  to  ns  like  carrying  the 
reeiprocity  of  the  matter  to  an  unwarrantable  extent. 

In  the  report  of  the  case,  it  is  stated  that  **  Dr.  ■'■  was  sent 
for  to  advise  and  assist,  and  was  respectfully  requested  to  feel  an 
equal  interest  and  responsibility  in  the  case."  Again,  it  is  added 
that  during  the  operation,  the  assistant  nsed  both  the  director  and 
the  knife.  The  report  does  not  mention  at  what  stage  of  the  ope- 
ratioii  this  division  oi  labor  ooeorred ;  bvt  we  have  reason  to  beliem 
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from  what  follows,  that  even  Dr.  C.  bimself,  although  he  rqparded 
him  as  "  preeminently  responsible ''  ia  the  case,  does  not  attrihote 
the  accident  to  the  assistant.  That  the  wound  in  the  bowel  was 
not  caused  by  the  taxis  is  rendered  probable  by  the  fact  that  no 
feculent  matter  was  discoveied  when  the  sao  was  opened,  bnl  ibl- 
lowed  immediately  after  the  division  of  the  stricture.  We  dioUM 
this  part  of  the  subject  with  one  observation  only.  If  Dr.  Cogkgr 
did  wound  the  intestine,  the  same  misfortune  has  occurred  to  As 
most  eminent  operators  that  France  or  England  has  ever  prodncad* 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Br.  C.  has  not  furnished  a  moie  perfcei 
history  of  the  case.  We  are  not  told  even  whether  the  hernia  was 
inguinal  or  femoral,  whether  the  wound  was  left  open  and  ev«y 
effort  made  to  facilitate  by  position  the  escape  of  feculent  matter^ 
or  whether  the  divided  coverings  of  the  sac  were  closed  and  the  oo»» 
tents  of  the  intestine  permitted  to  become  eztravasated  into  tibs 
cavity  of  the  abdomen.  In  the  latter  case,  we  can  not  agree  widi 
Dr.  0.,  that  death  could  not  have  resulted  in  so  short  a  time  (10 
hours)  aft^  the  operation. 

Dr.  C.  questions  the  right  of  the  consulting  physician  to  divulge 
the  accident,  especially  since  it  had  been  mutually  determined  not 
to  mention  it  to  any  one.  Now,  under  the  head  of  the  duties  of 
physicians  in  regard  to  consultations,  the  Code  of  Ethics  declares 
that  *'  a  physician  who  is  called  upon  to  consult,  should  observe 
the  most  honorable  and  scrupulous  regard  for  the  character  and 
standing  of  the  practitioner  in  attendance ;  the  practice  of  the  latter* 
if  necessary,  should  be  justified  as  far  as  it  can  be,  consistently  with 
a  conscientious  regard  for  truth,  and  no  hint  or  insinuation  should 
be  thrown  out,  which  could  impair  the  confidence  reposed  in  him» 
or  affect  his  reputation."  If  Dr.  Cogley's  statement  be  true,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  consulting  physician  did  not  properly 
observe  the  rule  of  conduct  just  quoted.  Again,  it  was  certainly 
an  extraordinary  act  to  hold  a  coroner's  inquest  in  the  absence  of 
the  surgeon  whose  reputation  was  at  stake.  The  injustice,  to  use 
no  stronger  language,  is  felt  still  more  keenly  when  we  are  informed 
that  the  coroner  was  a  rival  of  the  unfortunate  operator. 

No  wonder  that  the  legal  profession  boast  of  the  good  fellowship 
existing  at  the  Bar.  Where  do  we  meet  with  such  unholy  warfare^ 
socih  demoniacal  conduct  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  ranks  of  the  medi* 
eaLpiofession?  If  it  be  tme  that  in  nothing  dpe^  man  more  nsax^ 
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approacli  the  gods  tlian  in  bealing  the  sick,  it  is  equally  trne,  that 
humanity  can  not  offer  a  more  humiliating  and  disgusting  spectacle 
than  that  presented  by  rival  practitioners,  in  their  moral  assassina* 
tions  of  each  other.  Were  the  unhappy  consequences  of  these  fiend- 
ish attacks  confined  to  the  aggressors  themselves,  a  Kilkenny  vic- 
tory would  be  a  public  blessing  ;  but  the  whole  profession  suffers, 
and  such  unscrupulous  conduct  brings  ridicule  and  contempt  upon 
a  body  whose  highest  aim  should  be  the  welfare  of  mankind.  Surely 
the  scenes  which  the  physician  is  daily  called  to  witness,  ought  to 
banish  from  the  heart  all  meaner,  selfish  feelings,  and  awaken  the 
best  83rmpathies  of  our  nature.  In  every  member  of  our  professioi^ 
tkere  should  exist  an  esprit  du  corps,  which  should  lead  him  to  act 
according  to  the  maxim  of  Percival,  "  that  every  man  who  enters 
into  a  fraternity  engages,  by  a  tacit  compact,  not  only  to  submit  to 
the  laws,  but  to  promote  the  honor  and  interests  of  the  association." 
Personally,  we  have  no  acquaintance  with  the  parties  engaged  in 
this  controversy,  yet  we  have  too  hi^  an  estimate  of  their  good 
sense  to  believe  that  they,  upon  cool  reflection,  can  condemn  the 
iqpirit  of  our  remarks.  But  if  malice  still  rankle  in  their  hearts,  let 
them  turn  their  thoughts  for  a  moment  to  another  city  on  the  banks 
of  the  Ohio,  and  view  a  sorrowing  multitude  following  the  remains 
of  the  heUmed  physician  to  their  final  resting-place*  Mere  profes- 
sional skill  could  never  have  elicited  the  grateful  homage  paid  by 
the  citizens  and  the  medical  faculty  of  Wheeling  to  departed  worth. 
The  proceedings  of  our  Madison  brethren  stand  in  painful  contrast 
with  those  which  we  record  in  another  paragraph,  and  should  teach 
US  that,  to  attain  true  eminence,  we  should  strive  more  to  perfect 
ourselvsSt  and  leas  to  detract  from  the  reputation  of  our  brother  ! 


We  find  in  the  Wkeeltng  Intelligencer,  April  8,  full  detaila 
of  the  death  of  Dr.  8.  P.  Hnllihen,  of  that  city.  His  disease  was 
^hoid  pneumonia,  and  his  illness  lasted  ten  days.  Several  col- 
amns  of  the  Intelligeneer  are  devoted  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Med- 
ical Faculty,  the  Wheeling  Hospital  Association,  the  City  Coun- 
eQ,  and  of  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  at  the  Oourt  House.  The 
Doctor  had  practiced  his  profession  in  that  city  for  more  than 
twenty  3Pears,  and  seems  to  have  been  universally  beloved.  Our 
nadeiB  eannot  nad  with  indiBerenoe  the  following  tribute  to  the 
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woiih  of  one  whoee  oaraer  has  epolerred  such  honor upoa  our  raalcs» 
and  whose  loss  hy  the  whole  commimity  in  which  he  resided  is 
R^rded  as  a  puiUe  calamity. 

It  is  seldom  that  we  have  taken  up  onr  pen  (says  the  AidHfgm* 
e0r),  to  write  a  paragraph  which  gives  as  more  heartfelt  pain* 
than  does  this,  announcing  the  death  of  Dr.  B.  P.  Hnllihen.  Wo 
call  it  a  pnblic  calamity,  and  we  are  snre  that  oor  readers  wfll  agiee 
with  ns.  The  whole  commnnity  hersabonts,  and  emdaUy  the  peo* 
pis  of  this  city,  will  monra  the  loss  whioh  they  have  sostainML 
The  death  of  a  benefactor  is  always  more  or  less  a  pnblio  misfor- 
tone,  but  the  loss  of  snch  a  man  as  Dr.  HnDthen,  whose  briOiant 
talents  had  been,  with  snch  unprecedented  success,  devoted  to  the 
interests  of  sufiering  and  afflicted  humanity  is  irreparaUe. 

From  early  Sunday  morning,  persons  were  going  to  and  fron 
the  residence  of  Dr.  HuUiheB,  to  take  their  final  look  at  the  eorpee. 

After  dinner  the  crowd  commenced  collecting  in  laige  numbers* 
and  long  before  8  o'clock  the  side-walks  between  Quincy  and  Mon* 
roe,  were  densdy  packed.  On  every  face  there  was  an  expreesion 
of  feeling  for  the  general  bereavement,  and  the  virtue  and  nnie  of 
the  deceased  were  on  every  tongue  wherever  little  gronpe  <d  threa 
or  four  were  heard  conversing.  The  great  gathering  was  no  formal 
ceremony— it  was  the  heartfelt  tribute  of  the  oitv  to  a  man  who 
was  endeared  to  them  as  a  relative.  The  Cathedral  bell  announced 
the  hour,  and  soon  after  commenced  tolling.  Prior  to  this,  retigiooa 
services  were  held  in  the  room.  A  little  after  the  eorpee  was  mM 
and  placed  in  the  hearse*  An  immense  cortege  of  omnibsBea* 
hacks  and  carriages,  followed  after ;  and  after  these  again,  the  citi* 
sens  on  foot  The  procession  wound  slowly  up  the  hill  to  Mount 
Wood,  where  the  remains  were  deposited  by  the  side  of  a  son  of 
the  deceased. 

We  have  heard  the  number  in  attendance  at  the  funeral,  tmriwuij 
estimated  at  from  four  to  six  thoosand. 


TheHedidd  Faculty  passed  resolutions  bearing  honorable  lesli* 
mony  to  the  "nobleness  of  character,  which  prevented  him,  at  all 

times,  from  doing  any  act  of  injustice  to  those  with  whom  he  waa 

associated.'* 

The  oitiaens  have  already  taken  measures  to  provide  for  the 

tion  of  a  monument  to  his  memory. 


The  April  number  of  the  Ameriemn  JMkml  CfmzeMi  has  am 
editorial  on  "  Summer  Courses  of  Lectures"  in  whioh  is  very  jnatlj 
denounced  "the  meagre  instruction  furnished  in  the  foor  or  four* 
aad-a«half  months  of  the  lanal  Colkige  coarse^  with  half  a  d< 
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lectareB  dkilj,  piediiding  proper  dinical  or  anatomical  studies  daring 
the  term,  or  postponing  sucli  opportunities  until  the  long  interval 
between  the  courses,  vis  :  from  March  till  October."  The  Editor 
complains  that  many  of  the  OoU^ies  are  filling  this  interval  by 
ropeating  '*  the  same  old  stale  lectures  to  the  same  classes,  while 
the  manuscripts  from  which  the  lectures  are  read  have  been  thumbed 
and  worn  out  in  many  cases,  for  the  last  twenty  years,  with  incon- 
siderable  interlineations,  until  the  second  course  students  have  them 
by  heart,  including  anecdotes  and  rhymes/' 

Admitting  the  force  of  these  objections  and  the  undoubted  imper- 
fections of  our  present  system  of  medical  teaching,  we  cannot  dis- 
cover that  they  apply  with  peculiar  foroe  to  the  Summer  Sessions. 
iJifor  can  we  understand  why  a  diploma  obtained  by  attendance  on 
leetures  from  Mardi  to  June  is  of  less  value  than  one  obtained  from 
the  same  Institution  by  attending  from  November  to  February. 
The  majority  of  the  classes  to  be  found  in  the  Summer  Course  is  not 
formed  of  those  who  belonged  to  list  of  the  Winter  Session,  and 
the  want  of  /ruhneis,  therefore,  in  these  long  thumh$d  lectures  is 
not  the  most  serious  objection  to  the  session  condemned  by  the 
ChuetU.  The  summer  should  be  but  a  continuation  of  the  winter 
course,  so  as  to  afford  the  student  an  opportunity  of  engaging  in  the 
study  of  branches  for  which  there  is  no  time  during  the  regular 
winter  session,  such,  for  example  as  Botany,  Comparative  Anato- 
my, Pharmacy,  while  to  those  should  be  added  Clinical  Medicine 
and  Surgery.  Under  the  present  system  we  believe  that  it  matters 
but  little  whether  the  student  is  hurried  through  in  twelve,  or 
eighteen  weeks.  The  result  must  be  about  the  same  when  the  stu- 
dent is  compelled  to  listen  to  six  lectures  daily,  with  neither  time 
nor  strength  left  for  study  or  reflection.  Those  who  can  receive 
instruction  from  so  irxmtional  a  course,  must  be  gifted  with  rare 
powers  both  of  mind  and  body.  We  are  pleased  to  find  that  the 
Jfofih  American  MedieO'Chiruryical  i2mtfis  takes  the  same  view  of 
this  subject.    In  the  March  number  we  find  the  following : 

**  Various  plans  have  been  suggested  and  endorsed  by  the  National 
Association,  looking  to  the  more  thorough  qualification  of  the 
young  practitioner.  Among  these  was  a  recommendation  to  require 
the  student  to  pass  an  examination  preliminary  to  his  entrance  upon 
Ins  studies.  That  this  has  not  been  carried  out,  is  due  to  the  neg- 
ligence  of  the  minor  societies,  which  have  always  failed  to  insist 
nponiu 
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Another  and  more  striking  leform^  was  a^  prcject  to  leogtlm  tbe 
lecture  term,  and  bring  the  daily  dnties  of  ue  student  down  to  att 
amount  of  instruction  such  as  he  might  have  time  to  digest.  Our 
present  six  hours  per  diem,  for  sixteen  wiseks,  is  preposteroiB,—- la 
violation  of  all  laws  of  health,  physical  or  mental,  aad  should  \m 
.reformed.  Why  no  change  has  beisn  wrought  m  this  obvious  avilt 
is  past  our  oomprehension. 

It  would  seem  that  that  school,  in  a  great  city,  which  shooU 
announce  a  collegiate  year,  with  terms  and  vacations  of  aippropriale 
length,  <xfiering  a  talent  fully  equal  to  that  now  eonoeDtratod  m  tks 
winter  term,  with  equal  clinical  advantages,  would  at  onoe  asanmoa 
leading  position.  There  are  in  the  country  many  studenta  of  suffi- 
cient means  to  avail  themselves  of  such  an  opportunitv,  and  ihwf 
might  be  concentrated.  We  can  foresee  many  difficulties  in  this 
schemft,  but  we  do  not  look  upon  them  as  insuperable ;  and  let  the 
thing*  be  once  successful  at  a  single  point,  competition  and  profea- 
sional  opinion  would  drive  every  school  having  any  claim  to  vsapael* 
ability,  into  a  similar  arrai^gement. 

Here  is  a  practicable,  tangible  plan  of  reformation.  Let  us  tnr« 
and  perfect  our  present  means  of  education,  before  rushii^  bHnwj 
into  the  adoption  of  foreign  and  incongruous  systems.'* 

Now,  where  is  the  *'  great  city''  more  favorably  sitmrtsd  fbr 

undertaking    this  reformation,  than  Hiiladelpbia,  and  where  is 

**  that  school"  more  able  to  incur  the  risk  than  that  whidi  can  poial 

to  its  list  of  five  hundred  matriculants  ?    Let  Philadelphia,  Nadi- 

ville.  New  York,  Charleston  and  New  Orleans,  unite  in  this  mat- 

ter,  so  greatly  to  be  desired,  and  we  venture  to  assert  that  the 

**  Queen  City"  will  be  found  in  the  right  place. 


MALniAOnOB. 

Trials  for  malpractice  are  becoming  so  frequent  throughout  the 
country,  that  for  their  protection,  practitioners  will  be  compelled  to 
devise  some  measures  by  which  they  may  escape  the  extortions  aad 
ignominy  to  which  unprincipled  rivals  or  the  cupidity  of  patients 
would  subject  them.  In  some  of  these  trials  the  defendants  have 
heaped  coals  of  fire  upon  the  heads  of  their  piratical  adveraarisay 
aad  the  community  have  been  made  more  fully  acquainted  with  the 
skill  of  the  party  assailed  than  could  have  been  legitimately  eflected  in 
any  other  manner.  In  the  recent  case  of  Dr.  Hathaway,  of  Wor* 
oester,  Mass.,  the  plaintiff's  counsel  "  very  handsomely  abandoned 
the  prosecution  and  acknowledged  the  skill  and  care  exercised  bj 
the  prosecuted  suigeon."    And  the  Judge  paid  a  high  complii 


mHarUL  818 

lemarking  that  "  All  J  joxmg  man,  of  any  profession,  migbt  feel 
proud  and  gratified  at  sach  a  teiMimonial  to  his  skill,  care  and  jadg* 
ment,  as  had  been  g^ven  by  the  distingpiished  elders  of  his  profes* 
sion,  who  had  pronounced  .their  opinion  upon  the  conrse  of 
ireatmentpnrsuedby  Dr.  Hathaway.' '( — Boat.  Med.  A  Surg,  Jour.) 
This  case  was  one  of  fracture  in  the  vicinity  of  the  wrist  joint. 
The  Supreme  Court  of  Tennessee  has  recently  given  its  decision  in 
the  first  trial  for  malpractice  that  has  occurred  in  that  State.  Dr. 
Joseph  W.  Wood,  of  Knox  oo.,  was  called  to  attend  the  plaintiff, 
who  by  a  fall  from  his  horse  had  broken  his  arm.  In  the  report  of 
tbe  trial  published  in  the  South.  Joum,  of  Mtd.  and  Phyi.Science^^ 
for  March,  it  is  stated  that  there  was  "  a  fracture  of  one  of  the  bones 
of  the  fore  arm  and  dislocation  of  the  wrist.  From  the  testimony 
there  can  scarcely  be  a  doubt  that  it  was  GoUes'  fracture — so  often 
miataken  for  dislocation  of  the  wrist — and  tbe  defendant  reduced  it 
•ad  applied  bandages  and  splints.  After  this  he  did  not  see  the 
^•ae,  but  another  physician  visited  the  patient  that  same  night, 
ted  continued  in  charge  until  the  termination  of  the  treatment.  In 
tiw  conrse  of  a  few  weeks  the  physician  died,  and  the  plaintiff,  left 
with  a  distorted,  withered  and  useless  limb — sought  to  recover 
damages  from  Dr.  Wood.  The  first  trial  was  before  the  Circuit 
Court  of  Knox  Co.,  when  the  jury  rendered  a  verdict  against  the 
defendant  for  91,000,  and  costs  of  suit.  An  i^peal  was  made  to 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Tennessee,  and  strange  to  say,  the  benches  of 
the  Supreme  Judges  affirmed  the  judgment  of  the  Circuit  Court.  A 
more  unrighteous  decision  has  not  come  to  our  knowledge.  The 
defendant  saw  the  patient  but  once,  when  he  reduced  the  fracture. 
Another  physician  is  called,  and  he  alone  was  responsible  for  the 
nuinagement  of  the  case.  In  the  first  trial,  the  Judge  in  his  charge 
to  the  jury,  stated  that  the  defendant  was  "of  course,  responsible 
imly  for  his  own  conduct  while  he  was  allowed  to  treat  the  cas^ 
and  not  for  anything  that  took  place  subsequently.''  Yet,  in  the 
fue  of  this  charge,  and  in  violation  of  every  prinoiple  of  justice,  a 
Unmessee  jury,  and  a  bench  of  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  have 
daeided  that  a  practitioner  who  makes  a  first  visit  to  a  patient,  is  to 
-beheld  responsible  for  the  fortunate  or  unfortunate  termination  of 
the  case,  no  matter  what  amount  of  ignorance  the  one  by  whom  he 
ii  supplanted,  may  display  1  From  the  comments  of  the  editor  it 
3MMld  aeem  that  in  Tennessee,  the  defendant  is  not  permitted  to 
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testify :  thus  is  he  left,  in  a  grett  meMiDe»  to  the  tMicj  of  iSbam 
wbo  are  bent  either  on  nnlawfbl  gain*  or  hie  deetmction.  In  OUo, 
a$  well  ae  in  Massachoeetts  and  some  other  Statoe,  the  defendaai 
In  these  cases  has  the  right  to  testify,  lliis  is,  ae  it  shonld  be,  tm 
who  is  more  competent  to  present  to  a  juy  aU  the  facts  and  difll' 
colties  of  the  case  ? 


THB  STATS  OF  THB  fBOlSSSSOV. 

That  the  medical  profession  in  this  comitry  ooenpies  the  position 
or  receives  the  remuneration  for  its  serrices  which  it  shonld,  w« 
suppose  will  not  be  maintained  \j  any  ono— certainly  not  by  ai^ 
one  acquainted  with  the  facts  in  the  case.  Everywhere  abroad  the 
profession,  as  a  body,  ooenpies  far  higher  social  position  than  hsn 
—in  almost  every  odier  profession  or  calling  at  home,  better  rowagdi 
are  reaped,  in  proportion  to  the  amoant  of  labor  expended,  than  in 
onrs.  Yet  in  the  importance  of  the  tnists  committed  to  its  cha^gs 
*^in  the  value  of  the  serrices  it  renders  to  community  and  to  n 
viduals,  it  yields  to  no  other  profession,  as  in  the  amonnt  of 
bined  physical  toil  and  mental  anxiety,  it  is  surpassed  by  none. 

The  causes  of  this  false  position  of  the  professicn  are  notdiJBerit 
to  discover.  Without  denying  the  influence  of  many  causes  whidi 
we  have  seen  advanced,  we  believe  there  is  nothing  in  the  state  of 
affiurs  at  present  existing,  which  can  not  be  accounted  for  by  tin 
general  state  of  our  country  and  the  relation  which  education 
sarily  occupies  to  enterprise.  That  period  of  a  country's 
during  which  the  resources  of  iCa  virgin  territory  are  to  be  developed* 
is  unfavorable  to  a  high  state  of  education,  either  in  the  profession 
or  in  the  community  at  large--the  standard  of  education  is  lowsnd 
by  those  standing  at  the  gates  of  the  profession,  and  there  is  a  lack 
of  appreciation  of  well-educated  men  in  the  community.  Tlieae  aie 
two  evib  reacting  upon  each  other. 

For  the  cause  of  insufficient  remuneration  we  must  look  to  tha 
profession  itself;  its  members  have  the  right,  common  to  eiesy 
other,  of  fixing  the  value  of  their  services.  Hiat  they  do  not  pkos 
their  fees  considerably  above  the  rates  now  current  through  the  oonn* 
try,  we  believe  arises  from  two  causes — ^precedent,  and  a  n^T^hn 
view  of  interest  In  many  places  we  know  the  fee-bill  to  be  tks 
name  now  that  it  was  ten  or  twenty  yean  ago;  this  is  ^^an^faal^y 
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nnjofit,  tor  in  the  mean  time  every  necessary  of  life  has  increased  in 
value  many  fold  by  the  increase  of  population  and  of  facility  of 
intercourse.  That  low  charges  are  beneficial  to  an  increase  of  busi- 
ness, unless  it  be  non-paying  business,  we  do  not  believe  ;  we  are 
compelled  with  sorrow  to  admit  that  it  is  resorted  to  very  frequently^ 
even  where  there  is  a  county  society  and  a  regular  fee-bill.  Such 
sordid  minds  disgrace  every  profession,  yet  they  only  win  for  them- 
selves the  contempt  of  their  brethren,  without  attaining  any  perma- 
nent good  for  themselves. 

Such  being  prominent  evils  in  our  profession,  the  question  imme- 
diately arises,  can  they  be  remedied  ?  We  believe  they  can.  And 
in  considering  the  mode  of  remedy,  the  first  proposition  we  would 
lay  down  is,  that  all  improvement  in  either  respect  must  come  from 
the  profession  itself.  It  is  in  vain  to  look  outside  of  its  ranks  for 
help— even  for  encouragement.  Thus  all  forms  of  quackery,  and . 
their  name  is  legion,  however  differing,  have  one  common  aim,  one 
point  upon  which  they  are  united — the  injury  of  scientific  medicine. 
For  ourselves,  as  we  recognize  in  the  profession  itself  the  source  of 
eoie  for  the  evils  which  afflict  it,  so  do  we  acknowledge  our  faith 
in  its  vfill  to  work  the  cure.  The  increase  of  conventions  and  soci- 
eties for  the  past  few  years,  and  the  consequent  increased  union  and 
harmony,  are  cheering  signs  of  progress,  however  much  remains 
yet  to  be  accomplished.  We  have  faith  that  there  is  enough  of  the 
Wt  wmlicmirix  ntUurm  in  the  body  of  the  profession  to  work  the  cure» 
•ad  we  live  in  hope  of  yet  seeing  the  day  when  it  will  be  accom- 
plished. 

But  what  are  the  means  ?  Evidently  to  remedy  the  first  evil,  we 
most  look  dosely  to  those  who  enter  the  profession.  It  is  uselesa 
to  debate  now  who  has  been  to  blame  in  this  matter — the  profession 
has  chaiged  the  evil  upon  the  schools,  through  the  low  standard  o^ 
professional  education  at  present  required — the  schools,  through  one 
of  their  profiossors  (C.  A.  Lns,  of  Buffalo),  have  justly  retorted 
hack  upon  the  profession  the  unreasonableness  of  demanding  good 
physicians  from  the  poor  article  of  ttodento  tent  np  to  them  for 
gradnation  1  We  say  it  is  nselesa  to  debate  who  has  been  to  blame 
•--but  all  mutt  unite  for  the  remedy.  There  is  always  difficulty  in 
working  a  reformation  where  the  intetests  of  men  are  concerned, 
•nd  where  the  first  move  for  improvement  is  against  those  interests* 
It  ia  undonbtadly  an  advantage  to  a  practitioner  to  have  one  or 
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more  stndentfi^  and  when  application  is  made  to  enter  lua  olBea^ 
these  advantagee  are  very  apt  to  render  him  blind  to  any  dJa^oaB- 
Bcations  which  may  exist.  Again,  we  can  imagine  catoa  where  a 
physician  maybe  convinced  of  the  unfitness  of  an  applicant  for  pnr 
fessional  study,  yet  the  student  is  so  recommended  to  him  by  frienAs, 
that  he  can  not  refuse  the  application  without  giving  oSeom  bk 
quarters  where  it  would  act  very  injuriously  upon  him. 

It  is  in  this  manner  that  so  many  men  have  been  introduced  into 
the  profession  without  sufficient  preliminary  education.  Tin  lack 
of  this  is  now  the  most  crying  evil  in  the  profession.  It  is  oadeai 
to  talk  of  elevating  our  calling  so  long  as  its  members  expose  tbeof* 
selves  to  the  ridicule  of  the  public  by  their  ignorance  upon  8nb}eets 
appertaining  to  a  common  academical  education.  Medical  ednoa- 
tion  alone,  however  thorough  in  the  schools,  wfll  not  romedy  tUi 
defect.  We  find  this  diffictdty  met  by  the  resolution  adopted  at  tin 
last  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  which  reoom* 
niends  to  all  medical  societies  the  election  of  censors,  whoae  dn^ 
it  shall  be  to  examine  all  candidates  for  admission  into  the  office  ot 
any  of  its  members.  We  copy  it  for  the  benefit  of  those  not  hav* 
ing  the  Transactions  at  hand : 

"2.  Resolved,  That  this  Association  earnestly  recommend  to  all 
County  Medical  Societies  to  incorporate  into  their  constitutions  or 
by-laws,  provisions  for  the  election  of  a  Board  of  Censors,  whoaa 
duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  all  persons  who  may  apply  for  admit* 
sion  into  the  office  of  any  member  of  the  society  as  stadents  of 
medicine  ;  and  also  to  incorporate  provisions  to  prevent  any  mem- 
ber of  such  society  from  admitting,  as  a  student,  any  person  who 
shall  not  first  receive  from  the  Board  of  Censors  a  certificate  of  a 
good  moral  and  intellectual  character,  a  good  English  educatioii, 
including  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  English  language,  and  a 
respectable  acquaintance  with  its  literature,  and  with  the  art  of  com* 
position,  a  fair  knowledge  of  the  natural  sciences,  and,  at  least,  the 
more  elementary  mathematics,  including  the  chief  elements  of  alge- 
bra and  geometry,  and  such  a  knowledge  of  the  ancient  languages 
as  will  enable  him  to  read  current  prescriptions,  and  appreciate  the 
iechnical  language  of  the  natural  sciences  and  of  medicine." 

This  resolution,  if  generally  adopted,  we  believe  will  meet  ttfnrj 

difficulty  in  reg^ard  to  the  iidmission  of  recruits  into  the  ranks  of 

the  profession.     Reform,  in  this  particular,  must  commence  wilk 

the  profession  at  large.  We  can  not  see  how  the  schools  can  refaaa 

to  admit  to  their  lecture-rooms  young  men  who  preaent  themaelvm 
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with  their  medical  edacation  alreadj  partially  gained — it  is  then 
too  late  to  go  into  an  examination  on  the  subject  of  preliminarj 
education  ;  for  if  the  candidate  is  refused  admittance  to  the  courses 
of  lectures,  he  will  commence  practice  without  them,  and  the  laws 
afford  no  protection  to  us.  To  be  effectual,  examinations  on  pre- 
liminary education  must  be  at  the  veiy  threshold  of  professional 
study. 

Is  the  resolution  practicable  ?  Its  friends  must  expect  to  meet 
with  opposition,  but  we  do  not  think  any  will  be  presented  which 
finnness  will  not  overcome.  There  is  a  class  of  men  in  the  profes* 
sfon— and  we  doubt  not  that  every  medical  society  contains  some 
representatives  of  that  class — ^who  are  pursuing  the  profession 
merely  as  a  trade,  with  very  little  thought  except  for  its  gains,  with 
no  wish  to  leave  it  better  than  they  found  it.  Such  ignoble  souls 
are  never  willing  to  sacrifice  the  least  private  benefit  for  the  general 
good,  therefore,  when  this  resolution  is  proposed  for  adoption,  they 
will  see  in  it,  or  pretend  to  see  in  it,  an  invasion  of  their  private 
rights  and  an  attack  upon  their  interests.  Nevertheless,  we  advise 
medical  societies  to  adopt  it,  as  having  an  important  bearing  upon 
the  future  welfare  of  the  profession.  Its  proposition,  also,  will  be 
of  service,  by  bringing  into  plain  view  the  excrescences  which 
deform  their  bodies,  and  the  unruly  members,  which,  like  those  in 
the  old  fable,  refuse  to  act  for  the  general  good.  To  the  one,  "caus- 
tic," if  a  good  article  and  judiciously  applied,  will  be  of  benefit ; 
to  the  other,  the  amputating  knife  will  prove  a  most  efficient  mode 
of  treatment,  whenever  the  case  is  obstinate. 

Our  remarks  have  already  extended  over  too  much  space,  and  we 
must  defer  for  the  present  the  further  consideration  of  this  sub- 
jecw."*^"B« 

VaUdlciory  Leduret  Delivered  to  the  Students  of  the  Medical 
CoUesfe  of  Ohio,  February  llth,  1857,  by  S.  O.  Armor,  M.  D., 
fmfeseoT  of  Pathology  and  Clinical  MedidiM. — ^This  interesting 
address  has  been  published  by  the  class.  It  contains  much  valuable 
oomisel,  expressed  in  the  author's  happy  manner.  It  was  delivered 
to  a  crowded  amphitheatre,  and  was  received  with  marked  applause. 
As  a  specimen  of  the  style  we  insert  the  following  extract : 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  let  me  once  more,  as  an  elder  brother^ 
point  you  to  the  path  of  duty,  which,  although  it  may  be  rugged 
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And  difficnlt  of  Meension,  has  nany  tliUigfl  hj  iStm  Urgjr-^Utf  t9 
delight  and  mock  to  cheer  the  w«ary  traveler.  Soon  ioae  ai  joa 
will  try,  for  the  first  time»  yoor  strength  in  tha  roiigh  haitle  9t  the 
world.  Let  me  uige  upon  you  PBRBBvnRAHon  and  SnLr-uuAMoa 
as  the  great  secrets  of  success.  They  will  be  worth  more  to  yon 
than  friends*  fortnne»  or  gold. 

"For  the  sluggard's  brow  the  laarel  nerer  grows.'' 

Add  to  these,  high  aims,  noble  purposes,  and  unwavering  integ- 
rity of  character,  and  yon  can  not  fail.  Like  others  who  have  gone 
before  you  in  the  same  punnit,  you  will  meet  with  diseonrage- 
ments.  Immediate  suecess  may  not  crown  yovr  efibrta.  It  w3l 
take  time  to  prove  your  qualifications.  Be  ear^d  of  those  pvt* 
cious  hourt  of  leisure.  They  may  make  or  mar  your  future  fortunei. 
Nor  will  you  be  able  at  all  times  to  save  the  lives  of  aU  your 
patients.  Man  is  not  endowed  with  earthly  immortality.  That; 
fabled  elixir  which  was  to  secure  perpetual  youth,  will  never  bs 
found.    Alas  1  the  histoiy  of  our  race  is  but  a  sad  record 

"  Of  man's  first  dlsobedienoe,  and  the  fruit 
Of  that  forbiddsB  tree,  whose  mertal  teste 
Brought  Death  into  the  world.'' 

We  shall  part  with  you,  gentlemen,  taking  it  for  granted  that 
vou  are  warmed  by  a  noble  ambition  to  rise  above  the  common 
level  of  yonr  profession.  And  now  make  this  final  resolve,  that 
you  will  not  be  content  to  travel  in  the  obscure  vales  and  valleys  of 
life,  with  the  lazy,  indolent,  and  unthinking  crowd.  But  r»th« 
take  to  the  mamUaina,  and,  with  noble  resolve,  determine  to  reach 
the  highest  pinnacle.  Imitate  the  glorious  youth  of  LongM* 
fellow,  who,  with  ^sad  brow,  fixed  his  flashing  eye  on  the  proud 
summit,  and  with  '*  Excelsior*'  inscribed  on  his  banner,  dared  to 
venture  to  its  giddy  bights.  Beneath  him  was  ease  and  comfort ; 
he  saw  the  lights  of  happy  homes  and  household  fires ;  and  above 
him  the  frightful  glacier  suspended,  as  it  were  in  mid  air  ;  but  atitt 
from  his  lips  were  heard  "  excelsior."  At  every  step  of  his  pro- 
grass  he  was  warned  of  the  danger.  The  old  man,  long  familiar 
with  the  dangers  of  the  terrible  steep,  warned  him  of  the  dark  and 
lowenng  tempests,  the  roaring  torrents,  and  the  dangerous  "  pass ;'' 
but  still  his  clarion  voice  replied  **  Excelsior.''  Tl^  maiden  threw 
her  milky  arms  around  him,  and  begged  him  to  rest  his  weary  head 
upon  her  breast ;  but  as  the  tear  stood  in  his  bright  blue  eye»  he 
oontinned  to  urae  his  way  up  the  rugged  steep,  and  answered  with 
*'  Excelsior."    The  peasant,  as  he  passed 


''Warned  him  of  the  pine  tree's  withered  braneh, 
And  ot  the  awM  avaJanehe:" 
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bight  he  nnfurkd  his  banner  with  his  conquering  motto  still  gleam- 
ing in  the  sunlight. 

^  Gentlemen :  Imitate  the  glorious  jouth.  But  remember,  like 
him,  you  will  be  tempted  to  ease  and  luxury  and  indolence ;  like 
him  you  will  be  persuaded,  at  every  step  of  your  progress,  to  lin- 
ger by  the  wayside ;  like  him  you  will  be  warned  of  the  difficultiea 
and  dangers  of  the  mountain  steep  ;  but  like  him  may  we  not  hope 
that  you  will  inscribe  "  Excelsior"  upon  your  banner,  and  resolve 
to  plant  it  upon  the  highest  eminence  of  professional  attainment. 


Copland's  Medicai  DicHanary. — This  wonderful  monument  of 
mdividnal  industry  is  now  completed.  The  London  i/^cfico/  Times 
and  Oautte,  March  7th,  announces  that  the  last  Part  (XIX),  is  in 
Ae  press.  Owing  to  the  length  of  time  which  has  passed  since  the 
first  part  was  published,  we  suppose  a  Supplement  will  be  issued, 
in  order  to  bring  the  various  topics  discussed,  down  to  the  present 
day. 

J^At  the  last  Commencement  of  the  Medical  Department  of 

Ae  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Prof.  Samuel  Jackson  delivered  the 

Valedictory  address  to  the  graduates.    During  his  remarks  he  thus 

leferred  to  the  lamented  Dr.  Kane : 

**  The  future  is  veiled  in  obscurity,  and  many  of  your  anticipa- 
Hons  may  never  be  realized  : 


"  There  is  a  divinity  that  shapes  our  ends, 
Bough  hew  them  as  we  may.' 


nwu^u  iivw    Hiviu  mm   wv  ui»jf< 


This,  the  professor  said,  was  exemplified  in  the  career  of  a  late 
•hminus  of  the  University. 

"  It  is  fifteen  years  and  two  days  to  the  hour,"  continued  Dr. 
Jackson,  <*  when  Elisha  Kent  Kane  stood  on  this  platform,  in  this 
room,  and  received,  as  you  have  in  the  presence  of  as  brilliant  and 
erowded  an  andience  as  that  now  assembled,  the  medical  diploma  of 
the  University. 

"However  sangnine  may  have  been  his  anticipations  of  profes- 
sional success  and  reputation,  as  it  is  a  fair  presumption  that  such 
were  entertained  by  him,  he  was  fully  justified  in  tnis  expectancy. 
He  had  been  the  foremost  of  the  class  ;  the  thesis  he  had  presented 
to  the  facultv  had  been  honored  by  a  vote  of  approbation,  and  a 
leqnest  for  its  publication.  In  this  treatise,  a  subject  that  had 
noently  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  profoesion  by  NaAhe,  and 
was  still  a  matter  of  controversy,  was  thoroiighly  investigated,  and 
oondnsively  settled.    The  conclusions  of  Dr.  Sane  were  drawn  from 
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a  series  of  experiments  and  obsenratlons  made  upon  one  hnndftd 
and  seventy-nine  individuals,  and  have  been  entirelj  acquiesced  itt. 
They  have  remained  nndistarbed  in  the  position  in  which  his  pnb- 
lication  placed  them. 

*'  This,  his  first  step  in  medicine,  made  his  name  an  anthoriij  o« 
that  subject,  that  time  has  not  weakened.  It  established  a  reputa* 
tion  that  has  not  been  dimmed,  and  was  an  angnry  of  pnrfeenoad 
pre-eminence. 


The  New  Orleans  Medical  New9  and  Batpital  Oas€U$f  for 
March,  publishes  the  "Aphorisms  on  the  Hygeine  and Nurting  of 
Infants/'  translated  from  Bouchut,  for  the  WeHem  Lanai,  by  J, 
C.  B..  of  Dayton,  O.,  without  credit  If  we  had  not  been  goil^  of 
similar  n^lect,  in  at  least  one  instance,  (for  which  we  offisred  aa 
apology  in  our  last  number),  we  should  feel  disposed  to  complain. 
Aa  it  is,  we  will  be  silent. 


A  correspondent  has  called  our  attention  to  an  error  in  the 
history  of  the  operation  of  amputation  at  the  hip  joint,  publialied  in 
our  January  number.  The  error  is  this  :  we  carelessly  referred  to 
Mr.  Pott,  as  one  of  the  writers  of  the  early  part  of  the  present  oeii* 
tury,  whereas  he  died  on  the  22d  of  December,  1788.  Again,  our 
correspondent  remarks  in  reference  to  our  expression  that  Mr.  Poti 
could  not  find  language  suitable  to  express  the  horridness  of  the 
operation, — "  if  such  a  circumstance  ever  took  place  in  his  history,*' 
dsc.  Now,  that  Mr.  Pott  did  employ  the  strongest  language  to 
denounce  the  operation  is  evident  from  the  note  on  page  318,  toI. 
ii,  of  his  Chiruigical  Works,  edited  by  8ir  James  Earle.  We 
refer  to  the  Phil,  ed.,  1819.  He  speaks  of  the  operation  as  a  '*  dread« 
ful  one";  again,  "  to  say  nothing  of  the  horridness  of  the  operation 
itself,"  "  the  hiemorrhagefrom  a  multiplicity  of  vessels,"  dcc.»  dcc^ 
and  emphatically  declares  :  "  I  cannot  say  that  I  have  ever  done  iW 
but  I  have  seen  it  done,  and  am  now  very  sure  I  shall  never  do  it 
unless  it  be  done  on  a  dead  body." 


_  h^  Dr.  Greenwald's  report  of  a  case  illustrating  the  ill  efiS»ta 
of  quinine  published  in  our  last  number,  a  mistake  of  the  printw 
makes  the  quantity  administered  3i  instead  of  9i,  the  tme  qnaatitgr 
directed  in  the  prescription. 
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Natal  Medioal  Boahd. — The  Board  of  Kaval  Siirgeoiis  for  the 
examinatk>n  of  candidates  for  admieaion  into  the  naval  aervioe  as 
assistant  smgeons  eonvened  in  New  Orleans,  on  Monday*,  Mareh 
16th.  It  was  composed  of  Surgeons  Geo.  Blackwall,  James  0. 
Palmer,  J.  D.  Millar,  and  J.  W.  B.'  Greenhow.  To  become  a 
candidate  it  is  necessary  to  make  application  to  the  Hon.  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  stating  age  and  residenoe,  and  it  must  be  accompanied 
by  respectable  testimonials  of  moral  character.  The  application  of 
no  one  is  considered  whose  age  is  mider  twenty-one,  or  oyer  twen- 
ty-five. Candidates  pay  their  own  expenses.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  not  long  since  there  was  a  sitting  of  the  Army  Medical 
Board,  at  St.  Louis,  and  of  about  twenty  candidates,  for  exanina- 
tion,  o$Uy  two  were  accepted.  What  a  compliment  to  the  Medical 
Colkgesl  

We  are  indebted  to  some  kind  friend  for  a  copy  of  the  Ricfanidnd 
Pattadhtm,  (Wayne  co.,  Ind.),  bearing  the  date  of  April  2, 1857, 
in  which  we  find  nearly  half  a  column  under  the  glaring  capitals, 
'^  Inhalation  TOumphant!  Oonsumption,  Asthtna,  Bronchitis, 
Ac.,'*  all  in  true  BwUerinia  style.  We  have  not  space  for  the 
entire  advertisement,  but  cases  are  reported  in  detail  which  have 
been  marvellously  saved  from  the  grave,  and  which  '*  had  baffled  the 
skill  and  most  eneigetic  treatment  of  several  distinguished  physi- 
cians.'*  FoDowing  this  we  have  the  announcement  of  other  impor- 
tant facts,  and  not  least  of  all  we  find  appended  the  name  of  one 
of  our  contributors  I 

Dr.  H.  will  fiDunish  all  applicants  with  a  suitably  constructed 
inhaler,  and  such  medicine  as  their  particular  cases  require,  on  mod- 
erate tennB,  axd  wni>  ooarahxcb  PSBtxcT  sAnsFAoHoir  nr  bvkrt 
cask.  For  obvious  leaaons,  a  personal  consultation  is  the  most 
satisfactory,  but  not  absolutely  necessary ;  for  by  sending,  as 
detailed  a  history  as  they  c^  give,  or  by  replying  by  letter  to  a  list 
of  onestions  which  will  be  sent  to  them  on  application,  they  can  be 
fomislied  with  suitable  iMnedie^  with  full  ana  simpls  directions  ibr 
obrir  use. 

t^lM  ii  he  remembered  thai  th$ cure  begins  at  mice.  One  week's 
irialteiUccemneetke  mMtineredulouem 

Addms,  C.  P.  H.  ^ut,  M.  D. 

Oenterville^  Wayne  co.,  Ind.,  Dec  4, 1826. 

We  b€g  pardon  of  omr  leaders,  and  aasme  them  thai  while  Mi 
hat«ooBtn>ioftbeZafK«fcthenameofO.P.H.Batt,M.  D.,  wiO 
not  again  appeal  on  its  pages. 
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Dr.  Jo^ph  Bichardson  has  boon  appointed  Profe^ttor  of 
Mocbtfuieal  Dentistry  in  Uie  Ohio  College  of  Dental  biugery.  Dr. 
IL  is  ^iQning  for  himself  golden  opinions*  and  his  appointment 
cannot  fail  to  be  a  valnabla  aoqmsition  to  the  Institution^ 

National  Medical  A9$oekiiion. — ^It  will  he  nmoinberod  that  the 
next  meeting  takes  place  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  on  Tuesday  the  5th 
day  of  BCay  of  May  next.  A  large  attendance  is  anticipated,  and 
onr  Nasbviilo  brethren  are  preparing  to  make  it  a  pleoiani  meeting. 
We  hope  to  be  among  tho  favored  number* 

J^^-^Df.  Wieting,  the  oelebratoil  lecttircr  on  Ph]rRi6logy  and 
Hygiene,  is  at  present  engaged  in  delivering  a  conrne  of  poptdar 
locftures  at  Bmith  &  Nixon's  Hall.  The  attendance  has  1>eeii  \nrge, 
and  among  his'andionco  havo  been  many  of  the  medical  faculty. 
All  seem  to  have  been  highly  g^atifio<l,  and  we  believe  that  many 
have  been,  profited.  As  a  popular  kcturer  in  this  department^  Dr. 
Wieting  stands  unrivalled^  and  his  extensive  illustrations  make  the 
subject  intelligible  to  every  mind.  Quacks  and  quackery,  to&#rmr 
found,  receive  but  little  mercy  at  his  hands.  On  this,  if  on  no  other 
grounds,  Dr.  Wieting  is  entitled  to  the  patronage  of  thepioiession. 
Wo  have  long  known  die  Doctor,  and  liave  felt  it  a  duty,  as  inell 
as  pleasure,  to  recommend  his  admirable  lectures  to  the  attention  of 
our  friends.   They  are  calculated,  in  our  opinion,  to  do  n^nch  good. 

JOHN    S.  KOfTL; 

IMPOaTER  AND  DXALER  IN 
AND 

CUPPER,  LEECHER  AND  BLEEDER, 

ti9.  816  Blalii  Street,  hei.  Ytliand  Stliu  But  Side, 

Tb«  b«it  LeectiM  always  on  hand,  for  sale  or  application.    Ladles,  if  reqalrad 

%»fll  bo  attended  bj  Mrs.  KOHL. 

MEDICAL  BOOK  STORE. 

S.  S.  &  M^.  "WObD, 

SS»  ]lr«ii«^ray.  -      •      -       NEW  T^BK. 

Invito  tlw  attaatlM  of  the  PrafeMloa  to  (Mr  luft  Stook  of 

FOREIBN  AND  AMERICAN  MEDICAL  WORKS. 
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The  Chemical  Comptmium^  and  Medical  Properties  of  the 
Waiers  qf  Orayean  Springe,  Kentucky.  JBy  Gharlbs 
W.  Wright,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Ken- 
tucky School  of  Medicine. 

•The  importance  of  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  chemical 
composition  and  medical  properties  of  the  various  mineral 
waters  of  the  United  States,  which  are  resorted  to  by  persons 
in  search  of  health  is  frequently  overlooked  by  the  profes- 
sion, and  more  especially  is  this  the  case  in  the  South  and 
West.  This  negligence  may  be  due  in  a  great  part  to  the 
fact  that  but  few  of  these  springi^. have. been  subjected  to 
chemical  examination.  When  we  observe  the  marked  influ- 
ence which  is  exerted  by  a  slight  change  in  the  composition 
of  water,  which  an  individual  experiences  in  substituting  the 
water  of  the  Ohio  river  for  that  of  ordinary  well  water,  or, 
vice  vereGj  it  must  be  evident  that  a  transition  from  dther  of 
these  to  that  of  Saratoga  or  Ghraysoh,  must  be  attended  with 
resolts  still  more  influential  in  modifying  the  nature  of  the 
various  transformations  and  secretions  of  -the  animid  -economy. 

The  medical  properties  of  the  waters  of  Grayson  Springs 
are  sopewhat  variable.  Thus  the  first  effect  upon  the  sys- 
tem is  almost  always  that  of  an  iq^^rient,  and  hence  persons 
of  coBldve  habits  are  always  benefited  by  a  resort  to  this  favor- 
ite watering  place,  more  ei^pecially  as  the  bowels  become 
Vol.  xvin — ^21. 
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regular  after  the  first  efiects  have  subsided.  If  but  little  exer- 
cise be  taken,  and  the  temperature  be  somewhat  reduced,  the 
effect  is  that  of  a  diuretic.  On  the  contrary,  if  the  tempera- 
ture be  elevated,  or  during  actiye  exercise,  the  effect  is  that 
0/  a  diapfaotfeti^.  As  n^ght  be  ioAsri^  \x$  rtfefetnoa  to  tibe 
eompositioB  of  these  Waters,  as  •espi^JMsed  in  the  aAalytKM 
tables,  their  continued  use  would  produce  the  effects  wbidi 
are  observed  to  result  from  the  persistant  employment  of  the 
alterants  of  the  Materia  Medica,  with  the  additional  advan- 
tage of  agreeable  society,  beautiliil  and  healthy  locality,  and 
a  combination  of  medicines  which  can  not  be  successfully 
imitated.  In  fact  the  Morman  Spring  has  already  established 
its  reputation  as  a  culrative  agent  in  scrofiilouil  diMMea,  and 
cases  have  been  reported  in  which  confRUBptive  patienta  have 
been  benefited  by  the  use  of  its  waters  The  foUowing  quaaitita> 
tive  analysis  embraces  the  waters  of  three  of  the  most  import- 
ant springs  from  which  visitors  commonly  drink,  but  a  m<ffe 
detailed  account  of  their  efficiency  in  the  cure  and  alleviatioii 
of  special  diseases,  will  form  the  subject  of  a  fliture  artide. 

In  10,000  parU  of  water.     {By  weight.) 

Ctnter  Springs.       Stamp  Sprlngi.       Mwiin  Wpriii 

Sulphate  of  Lime ^ . . .  0.72  0.91  0.«2 

Carbonate  of  Lime ....... .8.21  2.85  1.91 

Oarbonate  of  Magnesia . . .  .0.76  0.87  0.4S 

Sulphate  of  Magofisia 4.11  4.98  8.89 

Phosphate  of  Lime trace.  trace. 

Iodine • trace. 

Chloride  of  Sodium 2.18  2.68  2.81 

Chloride  of  Magnesium ••..0.78  0.18  0.45 

Chloride  of  Calcium 0.15  0.56  0.88 

Sulphate  of  Soda. 1.10     .  1.48  1.20 

Total 12.90  18.41  11^ 

Besides  the  above  ingredients,  the  springs  all  contain  free 
carbonic  acid  and  sulphuretted  hydrogen  gases.  Of  the  latter, 
the  Stymp  Spring  contains  die  most.  At  no  great  diataace 
-from  Grayson  Springs,  are  others,  the  waters  of  which 
charged  with  the  salts  of  iron. 
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<<  The  Grayson  Springs  issue  from  fissures  in  the  Archimi- 
des  and  Pentremital  limestones.  ,  In  a  level  area  of  about 
one  and  a  half  acres,  before  the  grass  was  sown,  Mr.  Clarkson 
says  he  counted  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  springs.  An 
amphitheatre  of  hills,  about  eighty  feet  in  height,  surrounds 
this  area  on  the  South-west,  South,  and  South-east,  with  a 
beautiful  grassy  slope  descending  towards  the  yarious  out- 
bursts of  mineral  water.  These  are  known  by  different 
names." 

^^  The  peculiar  qualities  of  these  mineral  waters ;  the  beau- 
tiful location  of  the  springs ;  the  taste  with  which  the  grounds 
are  laid  off,  together  with  the  extensiye  and  comfortable 
arrangements  of  the  establishment,  and  accommodating  dispo^ 
fiitton  of  Messrs.  Clarkson  &  Hemdon,  proprietors,  render 
the  Qrayson  springs  a  place  of  great  attraction  to  invalids  in 
search  of  health,  as  well  as  those  desirous  of  seeking  amuse- 
Inent  and  recreation  in  an  agreeable  summer  retreat."'*' 


A  Case  of  Congenital  Ocehmon  of  the  0%  Uteri.   By  Calvht 
West,  M.  D.,  Hagerstown,  Ind. 

Elizabeth  Wood,  aged  19  years  in  March,  1856,  was 
found  in  the  following  condition:  Length  of  bones  and 
development  in  size  little  more  than  at  the  age  of  14,  the 
time  at  which  her  four  older  sisters  began  to  menstruate,  and 
at  which  time,  she  also  showed  symptoms  indicative  that  the 
menstrual  function  was  being  developed.  More  or  less  uterine 
disturbance  at  each  returning  month  wad  noticed  by  the 
mother,  and  council  taken  of  a  very  large  number  of  medi<»l 
gentlemen,  during  the  five  years  last  preceding  the  17th  of 
April,  18&6.  But  their  prescriptions  availed  nothing  toward 
permanent  relief.  Two  Eclectics,  on  vaginal  examination, 
jleelared  her  ^^  neither  male  nor  female,  but  aomeihing  between 
the  two."  On  passing  the  house  April  17th,  the  inother 
desired  me  to  stop  and  ^^  look  at  her  dying  girl,  and  if  I  could 

*  €Uologieal  Surrey  of  Keniack j.    Bj  P.  P.  Ow«b. 
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do  anything  for  her  relief,  in  God's  name  do  it."    The  abore 
in  detail,  with  many  et  ceteras  were  commonicated* 

On  investigation  I  learned,  that  she  had  not  stood  npon  her 
feet  daring  the  last  four  months,  that  for  the  last  month  her 
mother  had  been  compelled  to  torn  her  in  bed ;  that  for  two 
months,  cathartics  had  been  required  invariably,  to  prodnee 
alvine  evacuations.  Urination  had  never  troubled  her* 
Cough  was  present  to  a  very  troublesome  extent,  expectorating 
a  thick,  yellow  glutinous  substance  in  great  quantity.  Ema- 
ciation to  an  extreme  degree.  Thirst  intense,  but  all  kinds 
of  ingesta  were  immediately  rejected.  Abdomen  enormonafy 
distended  in  every  direction  and  so  tense  as  to  prevent  any 
thing  like  fluctuation  being  discovered  if  present.  Quite 
sensitive  to  the  touch,  surface  round  and  even  hard.  The 
umbilical  depression  elevated  to  the  surface  as  in  pregnancy; 
but  not  protuberant.  The  genitalia  showed  a  few  short, 
scattered,  imperfectly  developed  hairs.  The  external  labia 
no  more  developed  than  is  usual  at  14  years  old.  Orifice  of 
the  uretha  in  full  view.  Separating  the  external  labia,  about 
1^  inches  from  external  surface  was  discovered,  what  proved 
to  be,  the  terminus  of  the  rectum  into  the  vagina.  Imme- 
diately above  this  abnormal  terminus  of  the  rectum,  a  round 
hard  body  was  encountered,  sufficiently  large  to  fill  the  pelvic 
cavity,  immovable,  and  not  sensitive.  No  fluctuation  by 
abdominal  percussion  could  be  detected.  This  was  thought 
to  be  the  uterus,  distended  with  catamenial  secretions  for 
about  five  years.  As  the  case  appeared,  an  operation  and 
that  alone,  promised  any  relief. 

This  opinion  being  communicated  to  the  mother  on  this  my 
first  visit,  (Thursday),  the  next  Monday  was  chosen  for  the 
operation.  Accordingly,  at  12  o'clock  M.:  Dr.  Wm.  Boor,  of 
Middletown,  Henry  co.,  Ind.,  being  present  by  invitation,  the 
operation  was  done  with  the  long  curved  trocar.  Nothing 
like  the  cervix  could  be  detected.  Far  up  under  the  right 
eru$  pubis,  a  little,  very  little  depression,  not  amounting  to  a 
dimple,  was  found. 
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The  left  index  finger  was  introdueedy  and  the  point  made 
to  rest  at  this  depression,  the  trocar  sheathed  with  a  small 
cork,  was  passed  along  the  canula,  all  being  well  lubricated 
with  oil.  As  the  cork  was  brought  in  contact  with  the 
depression,  the  trocar  was  so  far  withdrawn  as  to  allow  the 
displacement  of  the  cork,  when  the  canula  was  brought  against 
the  surface  of  the  depression  and  the  trocar  thrust  home, 
and  the  instrument  gently  but  firmlj  carried  forward  and 
upward  for  about  two  inches. 

The  sensation  communicated  to  the  hand  when  the  puno* 
lure  was  made,  was  much  like  that  realised  when  the  needle 
passes  the  thick  skin  near  the  umbilicus.  Withdrawing  the 
trocar,  an  iron-rusty  fluid  of  the  consistency  of  the  white  of 
^gs,  perfectly  inodorous,  slowly  flowed  from  the  canula.  No 
pain  whateyer  was  experienced  by  the  patient.  When  about 
.2  ox.  had  passed,  the  patient  expressed  herself  entirely 
relieved  of  pain.  When  a  quart  (by  measure),  had  flowed,  it 
was  observed  that  the  pulse  had  fallen  from  120  to  84,  in  the 
minute.  The  canula  was  withdrawn  and  brandy  and  water 
given  liberally.  Simpson's  Uterine  Sound  being  introduced, 
gave  the  long  diameter  as  18|  inches.  The  patient  was 
dressed  with  napkin  and  abdominal  bandage  and  put  to  bed, 
bottles  of  warm  water  applied  to  feet.  Ordered  decoction  of 
Colombo  in  large  spoonful  doses  every  four  hours;  toasted 
bread  and  tea.    At  2  P.  M.  left  her  quite  comfortable. 

22d.  At  12  M.  visited  patient,  who  had  slept  2  or  S  hours 
during  the  night.  Ghmtle  flow  from  uterus,  of  same  material 
••  drawn  by  canula,  continues :  had  had  some  pain;  vomiting 
mucous  fluid;  a  strange,  unusual  uneasiness  in  the  region  of 
the  uterus,  and  through  the  loins.  Gave  morphine  1  grain 
in  solution,  in  4  parts,  one  every  20  minutes.  At  the  end 
of  an  hour  she  fell  into  a  gentle  slumber  and  fine  perspiration. 
In  a  clear  light,  a  jaundiced  condition  of  the  skin  was  quite 
Apparent.  Gave  5  grs.  calomel  in  10  grs.  calc.  magn.  in  4 
parts,  repeated  4  hours  apart,  and  solution  of  morphine,  if 
pain  return.    Diet,  chicken  soup. 
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28d.  2  P.  M« — ^In  high  spirits,  has  had  no  pam,  bowels 
opened  twice,  not  sufficiently  copious,  urination  free,  vomited 
twice  a  little  yellow  fluid,  no  pain,  uterine  flow  at  intenrab 
with  a  little  resemblance  to  afterpains*  Appetite  suffideiiL 
Continued  same  prescription  and  diet  as  yesterday. 

24th.  2.  P.  M. — ^Bowels  had  moved  4  or  6  times,  dis- 
charging large  quantities  of  hardened  bilious  matter,,  afibfd- 
ing  much  relief  from  fullness  and  pressure  in  the  pelvie  region* 
Uterine  discharge  thin,  of  a  brighter  red  color,  and  has  an  odor 
like  the  loohial  discharge  from  the  parturient  female.  Tongue 
dean  and  appetite  good;  pulse  ranges  from  72  to  84.  She  is 
indeed  prostrated.  Continued  diet  with  roasted  potatoe  and  a 
spoonful  of  port  wine  every  4  hours.  Wash  genitalia  with 
sdution  of  strong  coffee.  Vaginal  examination  reveals  a  pro- 
trusion on  the  punctured  portion  of  the  uterus,  somewhat 
resembling  the  cervix,  thus  confirming  the  diagnosis  in  r^^aid 
to  the  portion  of  the  uterus  most  suitable  to  perforate.  Con- 
traction of  the  uterine  fibres,  affords  fair  prospect  of  recovery. 

25th.  2  P.  M. — Vomited  bile  once  in  the  night  with  very 
little  pain  and  no  nausea.  Uterine  flow  and  odor  much  as 
yesterday.  Has  every  appearance  of  established  convales- 
cence.    Continue  diet.     Omit  all  medicine. 

26th.  Has  had  sufficient  alvine  evacuation.  Uterine  pain 
attended  by  a  flow  as  in  after-pains,  and  still  has  the  lochial 
odor.  This  day  for  th^  first  time  in  4  months,  has  been  able 
to  help  herself  to  stool.  Is  greatly  encouraged.  Diet  more 
nourishing;  give  quinine  8  grs.  1  qr.  three  hours  apart. 

28th.  8  A.  M. — Dressed  and  sitting  up  in  bed.  Lochia 
less  colored,  but  still  odorous. 

80th.  Not  an  unfavorable  symptom;  very  little  lochia  and 
nearly  inodorous.  Strength  improving,  so  as  to  knit  a  little. 
The  sound  gives  the  uterine  cavity  3^  inches.  Cervix  easily 
distinguished,  though  short. 

May  12th.  The  uterine  discharge  has  continued  at  inter- 
vals of  one,  two,  three,  and  four  days.  The  last  five  days 
none  till  to-day.    Yesterday  and  last  night,  had  some  pain 
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in  head,  back  and  loini  attended  by  a  discharge  which  resem 
bles  leucorrhea.  Can  this  be  an  etfort  of  nature  to  establish 
the  menstrual  function  ? 

May  80th.  Has  just  returned  from  a  journey  of  18  or  26 
miles,  to  her  sister,  in  excellent  condition.  Improying  in 
strength  and  flesh.  Has  some  pain  in  loins  at  intervals  of  3 
or  4  hours;  has  seen  discharged  from  genitalia,  a  little  reddish 
mucus.  Xhe  sound  gives  3^  inches  as  the  length  of  uterine 
cavity. 

July  2l8t.  Now  do  days  since  operibtion.  One  very  fair 
catamenial  flow.  Increasing  finely  in  strength,  health  and 
rotundity.  The  sound  gives  the  length  of  uterine  cavity  at 
8  inches. 

April  21, 1867.  One  year  to*day  since  the  operation. 

Present  Condition.  General  appearance  good ;  flesh  in 
suflicient  quantity,  and  strength  and  elasticity  excellent. 
The  catamenial  secretion  for  the  last  six  months  has  uni- 
formly appeared  at  28  days  from  cessation  to  commence- 
ment. Mons  veneris  has  acquired  the  ordinary  covering. 
Condition  of  the  uterus  much  the  same  as  at  last  report. 
Mind  cheerful  and  happy.  Bust  well  developed,  and  the 
whole  body  is  correspondingly  increased  in  sixe. 

Remarks. — ^This  case  seems  to  possess  a  peculiar  interest 
in  two  particulars:  First  the  authorities  on  my  shelves  record 
no  parallel  case.  They  have  been  examined  on  occluded  00 
nteri,  imperforate  hymen  and  vaginal  atrtosia.  These  author- 
ties  are  Meig's  Woman  and  her  Diseases;  2d  edition. 
Churchill,  by  Oondie;  Samsbotham,  by  Keating;  Velpeau, 
by  Meigs ;  Bedford's  Diseases  of  Women  ;  Simpson's  Memoirs, 
1st  series ;  Bennet  on  the  Uterus,  4th  edition;  Oolombat,  on 
Females,  by  Meigs ;  Yelpeau's  Surgery,  by  Blackman,  8  vols ; 
Erichsen,  by  Brinton ;  Miller's  Practioe  of  Surgery,  by 
Sargent ;  Druit,  by  Sargent ;  Cooper's  Surgical  Dictionary, 
by  D.  Meredith  Beese. 

In  YoL  22,  page  238,  1851,  American  Journal  Medical 
SeienceSj  Dr.  Debson  gives  a  case  of  congenital  ooduded  os 
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ateri  and  obliteration  of  the  vaginal  canal,  but  the  notice  eon- 
tains  no  details.  None  of  tbese  authorities  detail  parallel 
cases  as  to  condition  or  extremity  to  which  the  case  had  pro- 
ceeded before  remedy. 

The  second  particular  of  interest,  is,  that  none  of  these 
authorities  on  the  removal  of  the  above  named  obstmctions  to 
the  exit  of  the  catamenia,  mention  anything  about  the  pee^ 
liar  discharge  resembling  the  lochia  of  the  pariurieni  fenude. 

Query. — Does  the  uterus  form  a  deeiduotis  membrane  when 
it  becomes  distended  by  retention  of  its  catamenial  secretioii  ? 

If  cases  are  on  record  detailing  the  lochial  character  of  the 
subsequent  discharge,  will  some  one  cite  me  the  authority  f 

If  any  one  has  observed  the  lochial  character  of  said  sub- 
sequent discharges,  will  they  please  forward  their  notes  to  the 
Western  Lancet  for  publication. 


Veratrum  Viride.    By  O.  W.  Boerstleb,  M.  D.,  of  Lan- 
caster, Ohio* 

No  one  agent,  therapeutically  considered,  has  engaged  the 
professional  mind,  during  the  last  decade,  more  than  the 
veratrum  viride.  Its  modus  operandi,  like  other  medical 
agents,  is  necessarily  surrounded  with  much  complexity ;  and 
to  define  its  true  action,  involves  a  task  too  herculean  to  be 
accomplished  in  a  single  essay  for  a  medical  joumaL  Frcna 
the  published  accounts  by  numerous  practitioners,  we  find  a 
great  contrariety  of  opinions  as  to  the  action  of  this  a^ent. 
Some  affirm  that  given  in  doses  as  directed  by  Dr.  Norwood, 
it  never  produces  emesis — that  catharsis  does  not  follow  its 
administration,  and  nausea  is  rarely  ever  excited*  Others 
ascribe  to  it  an  alterative  efiect  in  promoting  the  secretions 
of  the  glandular  system.  All,  however,  agree  in  its  wonder- 
ful power  of  controlling  the  perturbed  action  of  the  heart. 
Some  have  cured  rheumatism,  pneumonia,  pleurisy,  peritonitis, 
typhus  and  typhoid  fevers ;  and  its  excellence  has  been  extolled 
in  visoeral  enlargements.    If  credence  is  due  to  these 
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sified  statements,  we  possess  in  the  yeratrom  a  medicine  of 
far  greater  Tirtue  than  the  famed  Elixir  Vitce  of  Paracelsns, 
or  the  no  less  notable  metallic  tractors  of  Perkins.  The  cnra* 
tire  properties  of  the  yeratmm,  in  diseases  of  opposite  patho- 
logical conditions,  we  are  told  have  been  witnessed  by  many 
practitioners  whose  acute  observations  were  confirmed  by  their 
experienee.  Assuredly  an  enlightened  experience  will  rec^ve 
the  approval  of  every  philosophic  mind ;  bat  that  which  flows 
from  the  exuberance  of  a  fertile  fancy,  ascribing  properties 
to  a  therapeutic  agent  which  at  once  makes  it  a  panacea^  can 
not  receive  the  approval  of  a  logical  mind,  much  less  the 
sanction  of  enlightened  science.  A  rank  and  dangerous 
empiricism  can  always  sanction  the  administration  of  a 
medicine  in  diseases  whose  pathos  is  as  diflferent  and  as  widely 
separated  as  zenith  from  nadir.  When  medical  men  appeal 
to  their  experience  for  the  correctness  of  their  opinions,  and 
dothe  a  medicine  with  all  the  gorgeous  habiliments  of  a 
oatholicon,  they  tax  the  common  sense  of  their  brethren  too 
highly,  by  asking  their  assent  to  such  monstrous  propositions. 
Such  empiricism  requires  few  facts  and  little  knowledge. 
The  time  has  passed  when  it  was  considered  a  very  simple 
matter  to  find  a  specific  remedy  for  a  specific  disease.  How 
much  more  is  it  a  matter  of  regret  that,  in  our  day,  with  the 
accumulated  knowledge  of  centuries,  curative  virtues  should 
be  ascribed  to  one  medicine,  for  diseases  of  the  most  opposite 
condition.  Such  statements  may  bring  into  discredit  a  very 
Taluable  medicine.  We  should,  however,  remember  that 
aiu$uB  non  MKi  mum  is  an  axiom. 

To  arrive  at  the  certain  action  of  a  new  article  of  the 
Materia  Medica  requires  many  opportunities  for  its  adminis- 
tration—careful  and  patient  observation  of  the  various  phe- 
nomena of  its  action  on  the  animal  economy,  together  with 
a  general  knowledge  of  the  properties  of  medicines,  and  an 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the  pathological  states  of  the 
patient.  ^^  In  reasoning  on  the  efiects  of  particular  remedies 
oa  the  human  body,  the  conditions  and  circumstances  of  the 
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latter  are  so  yarioos  in  different  oasas,  and  the  nnmbfr  of 
concomitants  whidi  have  to  be  considered  in  addition  to  the 
more  obvious  fitcts  and  symptoms,  is  to  gtMi  that  the  uimod 
exertion  of  hwnKan  sagaeityy  founded  upon  the  largeet  indue^ 
tion  cf  partieularii  tphioh  any  one  mnd  i$  eapabh  ^  embnr 
oinff  and  retaining,  can  do  no  more  than  approximaU  to  that 
real  evidence  of  which  the  case  seems  by  its  proper  nature  to 
be  susceptible."  The  mechanical,  chemical  and  vital  tfaeo- , 
ries  all  contain  some  truths,  but  can  not  satisfactorily  account 
for  the  action  of  remedies.  It  seems  to  be  an  undisputed 
opinion  among  the  best  writers  on  therapeutics  of  late,  that 
there  are  various  ways  by  which  medicines  can  counteract 
disease ;  but  none  contend  for  the  curative  action  of  one  agent 
in  different  pathological  states.  Having  often  witnessed  the 
cumulative  eflbcts  of  digitalis;  and  on  several  occasions  fear- 
ful consequences  following  its  administration,  I  readily  sought 
for  a  safer  heart  sedative  and  therefore  availed  myself  of 
the  earliest  opportunity  to  procure  Norwood's  Tinctoret 
which  I  have  continued  to  use.  I  now  propose  to  give  my 
experience  to  my  professional  brethren  and  invite  their  scru- 
tiny. I  ask  their  credence  to  the  truthfulness  of  my  state- 
ments, made  with  no  slight  degree  of  observation  as  to  the 
effects  of  this  medicine.  Being  an  ^^Old  Fogy,"  I  could 
not  bring  my  mind  to  the  propriety-M>r  rather  impropriety — 
to  give  one  remedy  to  cure  different  pathological  states,  and 
consequently  I  selected  those  cases  only,  where  the  indica- 
tions pointed  to  the  necessity  of  controlling  the  heart,  vie  a 
tergo.  This  condition  of  the  heart's  action  usually  present- 
ing itself  in  sthenic  disease,  I  used  the  veratrum  in  aotire 
rheumatism,  in  pneumonia,  in  pleuritis,  in  cardiac  disease, 
from  rheumatism,  involving  both  serous  and  fibrous  tissnee ; 
in  Uiis  category  I  of  course  include  pericarditis  and  endo— - 
carditis,  because  the  principles  of  practice  are  the  same  in 
these  different  inyolvements.  In  aJl  cases  wherein  it  was 
desirable  to  control  the  perturbed  state  of  Uie  heart,  the 
veratrum  has  never  disappointed  me,  without  one  single  nnfiip 
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ToraUe  symptom  resultiBg  firom  its  use.  In  no  instanoe^ 
however,  have  I  brought  down  the  heart's  action  to  a  normal 
state,  without  my  patient  complaining  of  some  degree  of 
nausea.  After  the  heart's  action  was  curbed  and  the  medi- 
cine continned  in  similar  doses,  no  sickness  of  stomach 
resulted.  I  hare  given  it  to  patients  for  two  months,  and 
never  witoessed  any  cathartic  action,  nor  did  I  observe  any 
influence  on  the  glandular  system.  As  a  curb  to  the  inor* 
dinate  action  of  the  heart,  it  is  truly  invaluable* 

Believing  as  I  do,  that  the  vie  a  tergo  of  the  heart  is 
neither  the  first  link,  nor  yet  the  essential  phenomenon  in 
inflammatory  diseases,  I  hold  the  veratram  viride  not  as  a 
eurative  agent,  but  as  a  most  desirable  adjuvant 


On  the  Treaiment  of  Eryeipelae  with  Tobacco*    By  John  G. 
Stephenson,  M.  D.,  Terra  Haute,  Ind. 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  our  profession  to  the  treat- 
ment of  erysipelas  with  tobacco,  which  has  proved  so  bene- 
ficial in  my  practice,  that  the  use  of  it  has  become,  with  me, 
a  matter  of  routine.  The  treatment  is  simply  the  covering 
of  the  inflamed  surface  with  wet  tobacco  leaves,  (such  as  are 
to  be  had  at  any  cigar  shop,)  which  are  permitted  to  remain 
nntil  much  nausea  is  produced.  The  following  cases  will 
illustrate  the  treatment : 

Case  1.    Mrs.  W ^  aged  51  years,  of  bilious  tempen^ 

ment,  and  in  good  health,  was  attacked  after  slight  chill  and 
fever,  with  swelling,  redness  and  pain,  on  the  forehead.  Saw 
her  for  the  first  time  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day  of  the 
disease — when  the  inflammation  had  extended  over  the  entire 
scalp  and  fiM^e,  except  the  lower  lip  and  chin,  and  was  still 
spreading,  with  well-defined  edges.  The  swelling  was  so 
considerable,  as  completely  to  close  both  eyes,  and  there 
were  some  blebs  on  the  right  cheek ;  pulse  95 ;  full  and  hard; 
tongue  covered  with  a  light  brown  coat — bowels  costive. 
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On  the  second  day  the  inflamed  snr&oe  (then  small)  had  bean 
seTeral  times  painted  with  tinct.  iod. 

Ordered— Hyd.  Ohio.  Mit. 
Jalap  aa.  gr*  x. 

Also  the  removal  of  the  hair,  (except  a  strip  across  the 
front  part  of  the  head),  and  the  application  of  wet  tobacco 
leaves  over  the  whole  head,  to  remain  ^^  nntil  she  is  very  sieV' 
after  which  it  is  to  be  frequently  washed  with  soap  and  water* 

Evening. — ^Patient  has  been  frequently  purged ;  the  tobacco 
remained  on  the  head  about  an  hour,  producing  much  nausea 
and  prostration ;  pulse  85,  less  full  and  hard  than  in  the 
morning;  tobacco  re-applied  as  before. 

Fifth  day — ^morning.  Swelling  and  pain  considenUy 
abated,  tobacco  re-applied,  to  remain  thirty  minutes,  and 
then  be  exchanged  for  fomentations  of  warm  soap  and  water. 

Sixth  day.  Pain  has  given  place  to  itching,  and  the  swel- 
ling is  rapidly  diminishing.    Patient  discharged. 

Saw  Mrs.  W four  days  after,  when  desquamation  was 

nearly  complete. 

Oase  2.    Mrs.  H ^  aged  26,  of  sanguine  temperament, 

in  moderate  health,  and  pregnant  about  five  months,  was 
attacked  with  erysipelatous  inflammation  of  the  left  ear. 
Has  sufiered  severely  from  erysipelas  in  a  former  attack. 
Saw  her  on  the  evening  of  the  second  day,  when  the  ear  was 
much  swollen,  red  and  painful,  and  the  inflammation  had 
spread  to  the  middle  of  the  forehead,  on  the  cheek  as  far  as 
the  lower  edge  of  the  malar  process  of  the  sup.  max.  bone, 
and  above  the  ear,  perhaps  two  inches.  The  inflamed  surface 
is  bright  red  and  glistening ;  edges  not  very  distinctly  defined ; 
pulse  85;  natural  in  volume  and  resistance;  bowels  have  not 
been  moved  for  two  days. 

Ordered — calomel,  5  grains,  to  be  followed  in  four  boors 
with  calc  magnesia  8  grains,  and  tobacco  to  the  inflamed 
Burfiice,  to  be  exchanged,  as  soon  as  she  complains  of  nausea, 
f(Hr  fomentations  of  warm  soap  and  water. 

Third  day — morning.   Has  been  to  stool  twice ;  tobacco  was 
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removed  at  the  end  of  half  an  hoar ;  inflammation  slowly 
extending;  pulse  80;  small,  quick  and  hard. 

To  have — Dovers  powder,  grains  2 ;  sulph.  cinchon,  grains 
4;  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  same  at  6  P.  M.  Tobacco 
re-applied  as  before. 

Fourth  day — ^morning.  Pain  and  swelling  abating ;  pulse 
75,  good  volume,  soft ;  slight  pains  in  her  back. 

Ordered — Opium,  1  grain ;  tobacco  re-applied,  to  remain 
15  minutes. 

Fifth  day — ^morning.  No  pain;  swelling  mostly  abated; 
there  is  discharge  of  pus  from  the  ear;  has  not  been  to  stool 
since  morning  of  third  day. 

Ordered— calc.   magnesia  319  and  soap    and  water,  with  ' 
Byringe,  to  the  ear.    No  further  treatment. 

Case  8.     (Reported  from  memory.)    Miss  S ,  aged  17, 

alightly  chlorotic,  was  attacked  about  the  middle  of  February 
with  erysipelatous  inflammation,  beginning  in  a  frozen  heeL 
Saw  her  several  days  afrer  the  erysipelas  appeared,  when  it 
had  spread  over  the  foot,  and  up  the  leg  two-thirds  of  the 
distance  to  the  knee.  She  had  taken  a  purgative  the  day 
previous.  This  patient  had  such  an  aversion  to  tobacco,  that 
she  refused  to  have  it  about  her. 

Ordered — ^tinct.  of  chloride  of  Iron,  15  drops  three  times 
a  day.  The  leg  was  treated  for  several  days  with  tinct.  iod., 
nit.  sil.,  fomentations,  etc.,  until  the  inflammation  had  spread 
some  distance  above  the  knee,  when  the  patient's  alarm  over* 
came  her  aversion  for  tobacco,  and  the  foot,  leg,  and  lower 
half  of  the  thigh  was  wrapped  in  the  wet  leaves.  This  soon 
produced  extreme  nausea  and  prostration,  and  was  exchanged 
for  hot  fomentations.  The  tobacco  was  re-applied  severed 
times,  as  in  the  proceeding  cases  and  the  inflammation  was 
speedily  subdued. 

After  some  days  there  was  a  recuirence  of  the  inflammation, 
which  was  again  subdued  as  before  with  tobacco. 

I  have  treated  several  other  cases  of  erysipelas  in  a  simi- 
lar manner,  with  similar  results,  and  have  learned  to  regard 
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tobacco  as  the  most  reliable  agent  for  the  snbdaing  of  eryBipe- 
latous  inflammation,  of  Tfhich  we  have  any  knowledge.  Iti 
powerfully  sedative  action  on  the  arterial  system,  its  relax- 
ingy  diuretic  properties  would  seem  to  point  to  it  as  one  of 
the  agents  with  which  we  are  to  combat  inflammation,  and 
though  the  excessive  and  distressing  nausea  produced  by  its 
internal  use,  prevents  its  administration  by  the  stomach,  expe- 
rience appears  to  me  to  establish  its  power  and  safety,  when 
cautiously  applied  to  a  cutaneous  surface  to  remedy  a  local 
inflammation.  Whether,  independent  of  its  general  effect, 
tobacco  will  produce  a  beneficial  effect  purely  local,  oa 
erysipelatous  inflammation  or  not,  I  have  no  means  of  know- 
ing, as  in  every  case  to  which  I  have  applied  it,  it  has  been 
carried  to  the  extent  of  producing  nausea,  and  more  or  \em 
prostration. 

In  the  second  of  the  above  cases,  the  pregnancy  of  the 
patient  made  the  admissibility  of  an  agent  of  00  great  relax- 
ing and  emetic  power  a  question  of  consequence,  and  it  wis 
used  only  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  she  lived  near  my 
office,  and  could  be  seen  at  any  hour. 


On  the  Use  of  the  Bi- Carbonate  of  Potaesa  ae  a  Oondimefil. 
By  0.  C.  GiBfiS,  M.  D.,  Frewsburgh,  Chautauque  ooontji 

New  York. 

Mankind  are  quite  prone  to  dogmatise.  Hastily,  formed 
opinions  and  fanciful  notions  are  confidently  dedfured  to  be 
facts,  regardless  of  proof.  Sickly  and  emaciated  men,  of  late 
years,  have  endeavored  to  lecture  the  human  race  on  physi- 
ology and  dietetics.  They  have  told  us  that  tea  was  a  poison, 
to  the  habitual  use  of  which  most  of  the  sickly  tendencies  of 
the  race  were  attributable.  But  science  tells  us  that  it  is  a 
gentle  and,  with  proper  restrictions,  not  unhealthy  stimuliu, 
acting  nutritiously  by  retarding  disintegration  and  waste  of 
tissues.  These  same  dietetic  reformers  tell  us  that  meat  is  a 
vulgar  diet,  engendering  disease  and  tending  to  mental  degene* 
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ration.  But  oareftiUy  oollected  fkcts  tell  us  tbat  nine-tenths 
of  that  congbing,  heotic,  emaciated  throng,  who  go  annnallj 
down  to  the  consnmptiTe'a  grave,  are  those  who,  from  child- 
hood,  in  consequence  of  disrelish  or  disinclination,  haye 
habitnallj  and  persereringly  refrained  from  the  use  of  meat. 
Mow  war  is  waged  on  saleratns.  Two  or  three  years  ago,  in 
the  BtmUm  Medical  and  Surgical  Jcumalj  Dr.  Alcott  pnb^ 
lished  a  paper,  attributing  much  of  disease  and  death  to  the 
fi^e  nse  of  this  article,  which  he  places  among  the  irritant  poi- 
sons. Mrs.  Stowe,  in  her  <^ Sunny  Memories,'^  attributes  the 
sicklier  appearance  of  American  ladies  when  compared  witik 
the  English,  to  the  same  cause.  It  seems  now  that  (xeorge 
fimnner  is  repeating  in  lectures  the  ideas  of  Dr.  Alcott. 
.  In  a  recent  lecture  he  asserted  that  ^'  the  excessive  use  of 
saleratus  is  a  cardinal  cause  of  the  American  ill-health.  It 
is  a  deadly  poison,  the  use  of  which  should  be  shunned  as  the 
ilaoghterer  of  the  infant,  and  the  destroyer  of  the  str<mg 
num.'' 

These  opinions  have  been  copied  into*  almost  every  news- 
paper and  periodical  in  the  country.  The  people,  always 
afraid  of  poisons,  whether  medicinal  or  dietetic,  have  taken  the 
alsxm  and  are  indeed  in  a  quandary  between  sour  bread  and 
aaleratus. 

There  is  much  of  false  reasoning  in  the  world,  and  we 
regret  to  say  the  medical  profession  is  not  wholly  free  from 
it,  arriving  at  ialse  conclusions  and  awakenmg  false  alarms. 

Dr.  Alcott  says  that  two-fifths  of  all  that  are  bom,  die 
before  the  fifth  year,  one^half  of  which  mortality  he  attributes 
to  saleratus.  Now  if  this  be  so,  it  is  worthy  of  the  candid 
eonsideration  of  every  man  and  woman  in  the  country,  and 
its  prohibition  a  fit  subject  of  legislative  enactment.  But  we 
opine  it  is  not  so ;  that  the  danger,  to  which  Dr.  Alcott  turns 
'  alarmist,  eiusts  only  in  his  imaginatibn.  Admitting  the  pro- 
portt<m  of  infantile  mortality  to  be  as  stated,  full  ane-hi^  of 
all  that  die  under  five  years  of  age  do  so  before  the  completion 
of  the  frtt  year,  and  hence,  before  tbey  have  ever  eaten  bread 
or  taken  saleratus. 
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During  the  last  three  years,  in  the  eitj  of  Ph3adelpli]% 
the  number  of  deaths,  daring  the  first  year  of  life,  was  8,259, 
while  during  the  next  four  years,  or  between  one  and  fire, 
there  were  but  6,794,  or  on  average  of  1684  for  each  yearly 
period.  Hence,  it  will  be  seen  that  in&ntile  mortality  it 
nearly  five  time$  as  great,  daring  the  first  year  of  li(e,  when 
no  saleratus  is  taken,  as  during  the  subsequent  four  years 
when  more  or  less  of  that  article  is  eaten.  Now,  if  we  adnuft 
the  influence  of  saleratus  at  all  we  must  aknowledge  that  influ- 
ence salutary ;  for  infantile  mortality  is  only  one-fifth  as  great, 
when  used  as  before.  It  must  be  admitted  then,  that  salera- 
tus  stands  acquitted  of  the  charge,  which  Dr.  Alcott  brings 
against  it.  The  excessive  mortality  among  children  depends 
upon  other  causes,  which  it  is  not  our  purpose  here  to  consider. 

It  is  difficult  to  define  a  poison,  so  as  to  give  it  proper 
restrictions;  suffice  it  to  say,  that  common  $aU  belongs  to  the 
same  class  and  is  an  irritant  poiion  in  tKe  same  sense  in  wfaieh 
saleratus  is  said  to  be  so,  and  is  capable  of  producing  death 
when  largely  taken ;  yet,  it  is  necessary  to  human  health,  and 
an  indispensable  constituent  of  human  organisation.  Half  a 
tea-spoonful  of  saleratus,  properly  diluted,  can  be  taken  at 
once,  and  even  more,  without  injury;  passing,  as  it  doee, 
rapidly  out  of  the  body  by  the  various  secretions ;  yet  this 
quantity  is  sufficient  for  raising  bread  made  from  two  pounds 
of  flour,  which  bread  is  sufficient  for  a  meal  for  ten  persons. 
Hence  a  person  might  get,  at  a  meal,  the  small  quantity  of 
three  or  four  grains;  but  when  it  is  considered  that  this 
amount,  small  as  it  is,  is  nearly  or  wholly  neutralised  by  tiie 
acid  developed  in  the  process  of  fermentation,  we  can  but 
express  our  surprise  that  men  and  women  of  intelligence 
should  attribute  to  it  such  disease  and  death-dealing  conse- 
quences. 

The  culinary  art  is  indeed  in  a  deplorable  condition,  and 
our  dietetic  indulgences  are  doubtless  the  source  of  much  suf- 
fering and  disease ;  but,  we  apprehend,  a  culinary  reform 
must  commence  elsewhere  than  in  striking  out  the  antacids. 
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Br.  Drake,  in  his  valuable  work  upon  the  diseases  of  North 
America,  when  speaking  of  the  causes  of  disease,  says,  ^^  ivhen 
the  dough  for  leavened  bread,  by  excess  of  panary  fermentii* 
tion,  has  been  charged  with  acetic  acid,  that  product  is  not 
generally  sufficiently  neutralised  by  saleratus  or  soda,  but 
the  bread  is  eaten  sour." 

Hence,  the  celebrated  Dr.  Drake  considered  sour  bread, 
and  not  saleratus,  to  be  one  of  the  causes  of  disease  in 
America. 

The  excessive  mortality  of  children  in  this  country  is  indeed 
lamentable,  but  it  is  less  in  this  country  than  in  Europe,  where 
Mrs.  Stowe  says  less  saleratus  is  used  than  here ;  and  the 
poor  health  of  adult  females  is  a  matter  of  regret,  but  ita 
cause  must  be  sought  elsewhere  than  in  our  greater  consump- 
tion of  antacids.  It  is  only  from  that  love  for  hobby-riding, 
whidi  is  quite  too  common,  that  war  is  waged  upon  saleratus, 
Cnt  its  dangerous  properties  exist  wholly  in  the  imagination. 


Report  of  a  caee  of  IHdocaHon  of  the  Femur ^  reduced  by 
manipulation.    By  Gbo.  Ebifer,  M.  D.,  of  Troy,  Ohio. 

On  the  18th  of  July,  1846, 1  was  called  to  see  a  little  girl 
about  nine  years  old,  of  a  thin,  spare  habit,  who,  as  stated  by 
the  messenger,  had  broken  her  leg  by  falling  from  a  fence. 
I  found  her  lying  on  a  bed,  complaining  of  pain  in  her  right 
hip,  especially  when  any  attempt  was  made  to  straighten  the 
limb.  At  the  time  of  my  arrival,  it  was  slightly  fixed  on  the 
gbdomen,  and  supported  in  that  position  by  a  person  stand- 
ing near  the  bed.  The  limb  was  about  two  inches  shorter 
than  the  other.  The  knee,  when  unsupported,  was  turned 
inwards,  and  it  was  a  little  advanced  upon  the  other.  The 
trochanter  was  less  prominent  than  the  other,  and  nearer 
Ae  spine  of  the  ilium.  The  patient  being  thin,  and  no  swel- 
ling, the  head  of  the  bone  could  be  very  distinctly  felt  in  its 
aew  situation. 
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I  grasped  the  leg  at  the  knee  with  my  right  hand,  and  with 
my  left,  I  endeavored  to  support  the  head  of  the  bone.  In 
this  manner  I  fixed  the  leg  on  the  thigh  and  carried  it  over 
and  upon  the  sound  one,  and  then  upwards  and  outwards, 
making  also  some  rotatory  motion  of  the  thigh.  ^Hie  thought 
now  occurred  to  me  that  if,  while  this  rotatory  motion  WM 
going  on,  I  should  make  extension  with  my  right  hand,  and 
gentle  pressure  with  my  left  on  the  head  of  the  femur,  I 
might  be  successful,  and  while  thus  manipulating,  the  head 
of  the  bone  slipped  in  with  a  slight  snap  or  jerk.  The  force 
used  was  quite  moderate,  and  what  was  more  gratifying,  the 
patient  complained  of  little  or  no  pain,  and  had  a  speedf 
restoration  of  the  use  of  the  limb. 

When  I  commenced  the  manipulation  of  the  limb,  I  did  not 
do  it  so  much  with  a  view  of  reducing  the  luxated  joint,  as  to 
ascertain  more  fully  the  nature  and  the  firmness  of  the  head 
of  the  femur  in  its  new  position ;  and  at  that  time  I  had  not 
read  or  heard  any  thing  about  the  reduction  of  dislocations 
by  manipulation.  I  must  acknowledge  that  I  supposed  the 
reduction  took  place  more  by  accident  than  by  any  skill  of 
mine,  until  I  afterwards  had  the  pleasure  of  reading  a 
description  of  Reed's  method. 


A  Case  of  Puerperal   Convubions  Treated  wifh  Chloroform. 
By  William  Dickey,  M.  D.,  of  Centerville,  Wayne  county, 

Indiana. 

I  was  summoned  on  the  evening  of  the  26th  of  April, 

1853,  to  attend  Mrs.  B.   T ,  a  robust  woman,  in  llJxiir 

with  her  first  child.  Being  informed  on  my  arrival,  that 
she  had  had  two  convulsions,  I  immediately  examii^ed  her  per 
vaginam,  and  found  the  os  uteri  pretty  well  dilated.  Her 
pulse  was  rather  full,  but  did  not  indicate  any  great  degree 
of  arterial  excitement.  As  the  labor  was  progressing  rapidly, 
nothing  was  done  to  alleviate  her  sufferings,  until  after  the 
delivery  of  the  child,  which  took  place  in  about  one  hour  and 
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a  half  after  my  arriyal.  Up  to  this  time  she  had  had  six  convnl- 
sions.  The  pulse  Tf as  not  so  full,  but  more  frequent — the 
carotids  beat  violently,  and  the  convulsions  occurred  at  short 
intervals.  The  face  was  quite  livid,  and  consciousness  did 
not  return  during  the  intervals  of  the  convulsions.  As  I  had 
but  little  confidence  in  the  efficacy  of  blood-letting,  I  told  Dr. 
Isaac  Carey,  who  was  in  attendance  prior  to  my  arrival,  that 
I  would  try  the  influence  of  chloroform.  The  Doctor  yielded  to 
my  proposition.  Having  no  chloroform  with  us,  we  had  to  send 
four  miles  to  procure  it.  When  we  had  obtained  the  medicine 
she  had  had  twenty-three  convulsions.  They  were  recurring 
every  few  minutes,  and  she  was  black  in  the  face  and  coma- 
toee — the  pulse  more  feeble  and  frequent,  and  to  all  appear- 
ance the  case  seemed  likely  soon  to  terminate  fatally.  The 
chloroform  was  administered  for  three  quarters  of  an  hour, 
the  amount  inhaled  being  governed  by  its  influence  on  the 
oirculation.  She  did  not  have  a  single  convulsion  after  the 
administration  of  the  chloroform,  although  the  coma  lasted 
for  two  days.  I  do  not  know  the  subsequent  treatment,  as 
she  was  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Carey. 

I  regard  puerperal  convulsions  as  the  result  of  depressed 
innervation,  and  engorgement  of  the  venous  and  capillary 
systems ;  either  of  these  may  be  first  affected,  but  in  the 
end  both  become  involved.  Medical  writers  have  taught  that 
puerperal  convulsions  are  associated  with  a  tremendous  rush 
of  blood  to  the  brain,  and  a  state  of  compression  of  that 
organ ;  so  that  blood-letting  has  been  considered  as  almost 
tiie  only  agent  capable  of  arresting  such  a  formidable  disease. 
And  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  when  the  physician  is  called 
to  witness  an  attack  of  the  disease;  the  quickly  repeated 
spasms ;  the  flushed  face  become  even  livid  and  black ;  the 
violent  beating  of  the  carotids,  and  the  distended  jugulars, 
with  a  full  and  frequent  pulse — ^that  he  is  almost  certain  to 
conchide  that  blood-letting  is  the  sheet  anchor.  And  now, 
m  be  has  been  previously  taught,  he  bleeds  his  patient  with- 
o«t  regard  tQ  quantity ;  he  bleeds  her  at  short  intervals  until 


Dicranr-^Ofi  Puerpertd  OommMtm. 

the  convnlsions  cease,  or  his  patient  dies.  A  true  represent 
tative  of  this  practice  is  Dr.  Dewees.  See  case  second  and 
third,  in  his  work  on  the  practice  of  Midiriferj,  pages  464-^. 
In  the  second  case  ^^  the  patient  lost  one  hundred  and  twentj 
ounces  of  blood  in  the  space  of  six  or  seyen  hours,  and  about 
one  hundred  and  forty  altogether/'  From  case  third,  wis 
taken  daring  the  first  five  hours,  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  ounces.  ^^  The  convulsions  now  ceased  for  twelve  hours. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  the  doctor  was  called  in  suddenly^ 
on  account  of  her  breathing  becoming  more  laborious  and 
loud ;  the  face  more  flushed,  with  some  convulsive  agitations; 
the  doctor  thought  best  to  abstract  ten  ounces  more  by  cups, 
and  the  woman  lived."  And  truly  this  is  astonishing, 
especially  if  she  lost  much  blood  by  flooding  after  the  deliv- 
ery of  the  child. 

No  doubt  blood-letting  may  sometimes  prove  a  valuable 
remedy.  It  is,  however,  believed  to  be,  either  in  venous 
engorgement  of  the  capillaries,  or  depressed  nervous  func- 
tion, nothing  more  than  a  preparative  measure  to  more 
efficient  remedies.  The  cases  in  which  it  may  be  employed, 
are,  where  there  is  a  strong  action  of  the  heart,  great  throb- 
bing of  the  carotids,  and  general  plethora. 

There  can  be  no  question  that  at  the  ftill  term  of  utero 
gestation,  and  especially  when  the  uterus  has  commenced  its 
vigorous  contractions,  that  it  acts  by  sending  a  sudden  shock 
to  the  nerve-centers,  and  the  impulse  transmitted  to  the 
circulatory  system,  gives  a  determining  course  of  the  blood 
to  the  brain.  In  this  condition  it  b  very  probable  blood- 
letting is  essential,  more,  however,  as  a  palliative  than  cura- 
tive means. 

K  we  are  correct  in  our  conclusions,  it  is  obvious  that  the 
abstraction  of  blood  can  do  but  little  to  remedy  a  toxic  con- 
£tion  of  the  blood,  and  still  less,  will  it  be  adequate  to  remove 
a  lesion  of  innervation. 

The  object  of  the  writer  in  penning  these  thoughts  was  noi 
to  write  a  systematic  treatise  on  the  disease,  aad  discufs  tlie 


effioiencj  or  inefficiency  of  the  different  articles  of  medicine 
used,  or  means  employed  in  themanagement  of  the  affection  but 
to  condemn  the  pernicious  practice  of  copious  depletion,  and 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  the  employment 
of  chloroform  in  the  management  of  this  disease. 

The  conditions  in  the  disease  being  a  loss  of  innervation, 
whereby  the  capillaries  lose  their  tone,  the  circulation  becomes 
interrupted,  and  venous  engorgement  follows.  If  we  are 
correct  in  our  notions  of  the  modus  operandi  of  chloroform, 
it  fulfills  the  indications.  The  first  impression  is  probably 
gently  stimulating,  thus  equalizing  the  nervous  energy. 
And  as  the  congested  capillaries  are  under  the  direct  control 
of  the  nerve  centfers,  it  is  very  likely  the  new  stimulus  gives 
tonicity  to  the  capillary  vessels,  and  abetter  circulation.  And 
as  we  continue  the  remedy,  and  obtain  a  stronger  anaesthetic 
influence,  insensibility  follows,  and  the  spasms  cease.  A 
gnfficient  number  of  cases  have  been  reported,  that  terminated 
favorably  under  the  use  of  this  remedy  to  entitle  the  profes- 
mon  to  some  confidence  in  its  virtues. 


■  »■ 


COMMSBCIAIi  HOSPITAL  BEPOBTS. 


Hydrocele  cured  hy  friction  of  the  Tunica  Vaginalis — (Re- 
ported by  E.  S.  Sharp,  M.  D.,  Resident  Physician.)  Prof. 
Geo.  0.  Blaokman,  Attending  Surgeon.* 

Sebastian  Hook,  set  59,  mechanic,  of  billious  temperament, 
and  regularin  hisbabits;  admitted  Oct.  17,  1856.  About 
£t6  years  before,  his  scrotum  commenced  enlarging,  which 
fially  increased  to  a  very  large  siie,  in  the  space  of  two 
years.  After  which  time  the  veins  of  his  legs  became  enlarged, 
and  ulcers  formed  of  considerable  dimensions  over  both  tibia. 


^  In  the  Commercial  Hoflpital  Reports,  pubUslied  in  the  April  number 
of  the  Lanoet,  the  name  of  8.  Shurp  was  bj  mistake,  printed  for  £.  S. 
8h«rp. 


When  admitted,  his  general  health  was  tolerably  good.  Sosotm 
much  enlarged  and  fluctuating.  Tunica  Vaginalis  contained 
probably  a  pint  and  a  half  of  fluid.  The  veins  of  both  legs  were 
enlarged  to  three  times  their  normal  size,  with  several  ulcers 
over  both  tibia.  Six  weeks  after  his  admission  his  hydrocele 
was  tapped  with  a  trocar,  and  the  above  named  amount  of 
fluid  evacuated.  No  injection  was  used,  and  instead,  fi^cti<Mi 
was  employed  for  a  few  seconds,  by  Prof.  B.,  causing  no 
inconvenience  to  the  patient  at  the  time.  In  a  few  hours  the 
scrotum  appeared  much  swollen,  red  and  somewhat  painfuL 
Ordered  cold  water  dressings  and  opiates  at  bed  lime.  The 
inflammatory  process  gradually  subsidedi  and  in  a  few  days 
the  hydrocele  was  cured. 


jBA^ma^t8nt.— (Reported  by  Wiluam  Hays,  M.  D.,  Resi- 
dent  Physician.)  '  Prof.  L.  M.  Lawson,  Attending  Phy* 
sician. 

Peter  F ,   set.  21,  Irish  Olerk,  was  admitted  into  the 

house  April  20th.  Stated  that  he  had  had  a  slight  attack  of 
rheumatism  about  three  years  since.  His  health  has  been 
good  from  that  time  until  two  months  ago,  when  he  began  to 
feel  great  pain  in  his  knees  and  ankles,  which  were  also 
considerably  swollen — the  pain  he  described  to  be  of  a  sharp 
sticking  character. 

When  admitted  he  had  a  cough  of  four  days  standing,  and 
pain  in  right  breast,  but  on  examination  no  signs  of  pulmon- 
ary or  bronchial  affection  could  be  found.  The  heart's  action 
and  sounds  were  perfectly  normal — ^had  great  pain  in  the 
knees  and  ankles  of  both  extremities,  these  too,  were  much 
swollen,  and  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  walk ;  had  pain  and 
considerable  tumefaction  in  right  wrist  joint ;  bowels  were 
regular,  urinary  secretion  free  and  highly  colored.  Pulse  80 
and  iuU.  The  patient  was  directed  to  to  take  at  night, 
Calomel,  grs.  v. 
Pulv.  Dover,  grs.  z. 


Ito9pUdl  Eep(ni$,  846 

In  morning.  Q; 

Solph.  Magnes.  ji. 
Infii.  Senn.  8ri. 
ThiB  to-be  followed  by 

Q;  Potass.  Nitrat.  grs.  txx. 
/  Mao.  Aoac.  Sij^ 

to  be  given  every  fourth  honr  during  the  day.     An  applica* 
tion  of  the  bicarb  sodae,  in  solution,  to  the  wrist. 

This  treatment  was  continued  for  four  dayn^  when  the 
patient  applied  for  his  discharge,  feeling  entirely  relieved, 
and  in  his  own  language,  ^^  as  well  as  ever  I  was.'' 

Pneumcnia. 

Richard  Syduor,  set.  18,  American  boatman.  Has  been 
siok  for  one  week — ^previous  health  good — attributes  the 
iiieeption  of  the  disease  to  exposure.  Was  first  attacked  with 
ft  colicy  pain  in  the  epigastric  region,  immediately  following 
lliis,  chill  and  fever,  These  continued  for  two  days,  when 
oough  began ;  sputa  very  scanty ;  felt  a  sharp  cutting  pain 
ill  the  inferior  portion  of  the  left  breast. 

When  admitted,  he  coughed  considerably,  with  great  pain 
in  the  epigastric  region ;  expectoration  scanty ;  tenacious 
mnoous,  with  considerable  blood;  pulse  104,  full  and  quick; 
reepiration  30  to  the  minute ;  skin  dry  and  above  natural  tem- 
perature ;  tongue  flabby ;  bowels  free ;  urine  free  and  highly 
colored ;  great  pain  in  the  inferior  portion  of   left  breast. 

By  inspection,  the  two  breasts  were  found  normal  in  size : 

by  palpation,  the  vibration  in  both  sides  the  same ;  by  percus- 

nm,  the  superior  portion  of  left  lung  gave  full  resonance ; 

the  inferior  portion  rather  flat,  perceptible  dullness  over  the 

whole  of  the  posterior  portion,  by  auscultating  posteriorly ; 

iMTonchial  respiration  very  distinct,  with  bronchophony. 

9r  Tart  Antim.     -      -         \  ;>  ^  .,^  i 
Morph.Sulph.    .      -         l^^gw-i 

to  be  given  every  three  hours. 

Chest  to  be  wrapped  in  flannel  wrung  from  hot  water,  this 
to  be  covered  witii  oil  silk,  to  prevent  evaporation. 


iM6  Pro^makiff9  ^  Sbeldie$. 

This  treatment  wa6  continued  for  four  d^ft;  tlielMHreb 
were  kept  open  with  mild  aperients,  when  upon  ezaadnation, 
resolution  was  fonnd  to  have  taken  place,  the  redux  crepitant 
roll  had  taken  the  place  of  respiration ;  bronchophony  was 
scarcely  perceptible ;  the  spata  had  become  more  cojnoiia  and 
less  tenacious;  tongue  slightly  coated;  no  feyer;  urini 
scanty,  and  no  appetite. 

9r  Calomel,  grs.  x.— immediately, 
It  Potass.  Acet.,  grs.  x. 
Syr.  Seneg,  3L 

Oarbonat.  Sodss,  grs.  t. 
Inf.  Gentian,  Jss, 

to  be  given  three  times  per  day»    Other  trestment  to  be  can- 
tinned* 

April  2d.*— No  pain  in  breast,  coughs  yery  little ;  respire* 
tory  murmur  good  over  the  whole  lung ;  some  dallnoas  oi 
percussion ;  bowels  regular ;  pulse,  natural ;  respiratum  nato» 
ral ;  appetite  good* 

Internal  remedies  discontinued.  Hot  flannel  to  be  oonlin* 
ned,  with  rest  and  good  diet. 

April  8th. — Discharged  well. 

We  report  this  case,  to  call  attention  to  a  itmpb,  yet  a  eny 
fise/til  remedy — the  flannel  wrung  from  hot  water—end  in  aO 
chest  affections  we  have  found  it  of  inestimable  yalue. 

It  acts  as  a  counter  irritant ;  it  lessens  the  pain ;  it  keeps 
up  a  healthy  action  of  the  skin,  and  exerts  an  alteratiye  influ- 
ence upon  the  diseased  organ. 

But  the  remedy,  to  prove  successful  must  be  eoMUmOjf  and 
regularfy  applied. 


>»• 


PBOOXBBIHGHi  OF  80CIXTIB8. 


XxtraeU  from  the  Recorde  of  of  (he  Boeion,  Society  fw 
Medical  Improvemeni.  By  F.  K  Olivxb,  M.  D.,  Secretly. 

Makch  2&—I!xci9im  of  the  ToneOe.    Dr.  J.  MascMi  War- 
ren remarked  that  he  had  lately  removed  the  tonaila  from  a 
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ekild,  in  whom,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  symptoms  of 
obstruction  to  the  breathing,  and  alteration  of  the  Toice,  was 
produced  a  mo«t  remarkable  spasmodic  cough  resembling  the 
barking  of  a  dog. 

Dr.  W.  said  he  would  take  this  opportunity  to  speak  of 
the  result  of  his  experience  in  the  operation  for  excision 
of  the  tonsils.  Some  years  since  (1839)  he  had  read  before 
this  Society,  some  remarks  on  enlargement  of  the  tonsils, 
attended  by  certain  deformities  of  the  chest,  and  the  result 
of  twenty  cases  was  given  in  which  the  operation  had  been 
performed.  This  was  published  afterwards  in  the  Philadelphia 
Medical  Examiner.  More  lately,  he  had  given  the  result  of 
two  hundred  cases  which  required  operation,  and  at  present 
his  experience  would  reach  to  above  five  hundred  instances 
in  which  the  tonsils  required  to  be  removed.  These  cases  had 
not  been  taken  indiscriminately,  but  the  operation  was  only 
performed  where  the  symptoms  were  more  or  less  urgent,  and 
other  remedies  had  failed  in  affording  relief;  causing  defor- 
liiity  of  the  chest,  difficulty  of  breathing,  choking  at  night, 
unnatural  and  offensive  discharge  from  the  mouth  and  nasal 
passages.  Many  of  these  cases  were  brought  from  a  distance, 
on  account  of  the  importance  and  severity  of  the  disease.     * 

In  none  of  these  cases  had  he  ever  seen  any  fatal  accident 
occur,  or  had  reason  to  regret  the  operation.  In  but  two 
eases,  and  those  not  in  his  own  practice,  but  where  he  had 
been  called  in  after  the  operation,  had  he  seen  any  serious 
hemorrhage;  both  these  cases  did  well.  In  almost  all  of 
tiiem  the  symptoms  were  at  once  relieved,  the  patient  was 
ible  to  take  his  food  with  comfort,  to  sleep  better,  and  exchanged 
%  pallid  and  depressed  aspect,  for  a  healthy  and  animated 
appearance.  To  the  rapidity  with  which  some  of  them  had 
gained  flesh,  as  soon  as  a  proper  amount  of  oxygen  was  allowed 
to  penetrate  to  the  lungs,  many  of  the  gentlemen  present 
would  bear  witness.  He  could  conscientiously  say  that  he 
knew  no  minor  operation  in  surgery  that  afforded  greater 
refirf  and  more  Batbfactory  results  than  the  one  under  consid- 
eration. 


8«8  Ftoceidimgi  ^  Aoi§iim. 

In  answer  to  the  question  whether  the  teniile  were  e?er 
reprodnoedi  requiring  a  repetition  of  the  operation,  Dr.  W« 
said,  that  in  foor  or  five  instances  only  had  he  been  obliged 
to  repeat  the  operation.  The  whole  of  the  tonsil  neyer  is^ 
or  onght  to  be,  removed.  When  the  enlargement  is  very 
great  and  irregular,  it  sometimes  extends  down  the  throift 
with  a  broad  base,  and  it  is  not  possible  to  embrace  at  onee 
in  the  instrument,  as  much  of  the  tonsil  as  it  would  be  desin^ 
ble  to  remove,  and  the  apex  only  is  excised.  The  conseqaenee 
is,  that  the  lower  portion  afterward  rises  up  and  comes  into 
view,  causing  obstruction,  and  requiring  another  operatioD* 
These  cases  were,  however,  very  exceptionaL 

The  instrument  that  Dr.  Warren  had  always  used  was  the 
guillotine  instrument,  introduced  into  practice  by  Dr.  J.  (X 
Warren — made  perfectly  simple,  without  any  needle,  or  spring 
to  seise  or  drag  out  the  part  to  be  removed.  The  thick  mucus 
of  the  fauces  causes  the  portion  to  be  cut  off  to  stick  to  tht 
instrument,  so  that  it  seldom  escapes  into  the  throat*  Tk^ 
*  objection  to  those  instruments  which  cut  by  pulling  die  knife 
out  is,  that  they  require  to  be  kept  constantly  sharp,  other- 
wise the  tonsil  may  be  dragged  or  torn  out.  Uie  guillotine 
instrument  does  not  require  this,  in  iact  it  is  better  dull» 
causing  less  hemorrhage,  jpd  possibly  a  subsequent  greater 
destruction  of  that  part  wUch  remains.  His  own  instrument 
had  been  to  the  instrument-makers  but  once  or  twice  for  the 
last  fifteen  years.  It  was  kept  bright  and  in  good  order  jby 
not  patting  the  blades  together  except  when  used. 

In  this  connection  Dr.  W.  said  that  he  had  once  seen  death 
occur  from  enlargement  of  the  tonsils.  A  young  man  was 
brought  into  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  in  a  state 
of  strangulation,  and  it  was  necessary  to  open  the  trachea  to 
save  him  fr^m  instant  death.  Stimulating  injections  of  brandy 
and  water  were  given  him,  as  he  was  unable  to  swallow,  and 
by  this  means  he  was  kept  alive  some  hours,  but  finally  died 
from  exhaustion.  It  was  subsequently  ascertained  that  he 
had  been'  confined  some  days  on  board  diip  with  a  sere  threap 
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but  no  danger  had  been  apprehended  nntil  the  urgent  symp- 
toms came  on,  for  which  he  was  removed  to  the  Hospital. 
After  his  death,  the  finger  being  introduced  into  the  throat, 
revealed  the  cause  of  his  death.  The  tonsils  were  so  much 
enlarged  as  to  completely  fill  up  the  posterior  fauces,  and  were 
firmly  wedged,  one  into  the  other,  and  had  finally  pressed 
down  the  epiglottis,  entirely  obstructing  the  pai&sage  of  air  to 
the  lungs. — (See  Society* 9  Becordsy  vol.  i.,  p.  233.  -    . 

Dr.  Coale  mentioned  a  case  reported  by  him  eight  years 
ago,  in  which  a  child  with  this  a£fection  suddenly  fell  dead, 
the  enlarged  tonsils  having  become  so  wedged  as  entirely  to 
exclude  the  air. 

Dr.  Cabot  alluded  to  a  case  of  enlarged  tonsils  in  a  child 
who  had  had  scarlet  fever.  The  patient  was  recovering, 
although  the  tonsils  still  remained  enlarged  and  ulcerated. 
It,  one  day,  asked  for  milk,  which  the  nurse  gave  it, 
contrary  to  orders,  and  after  one  swallow  the  child  fell  dead. 

Dr.  Cabot  agreed  with  Dr.  Warren  as  to  the  beneficial 
results  of  the  above  operation. 

Dr.  Minot  was  called,  about  eighteen  months  since,  to  a 
child  10  years  old  (apparently  not  more  than  6),  who  was  in 
a  fit.  This  was  caused  by  indigestible  food,  and  lasted  four 
hours;  the  respiration  being  accompanied  by  snoring.  Dr. 
M.  examined  the  throat,  and  the  tonsils  proved  to  be  enlarged* 
These  were  removed,  and  their  removal  was  followed  by  a 
marked  improvement  in  the  health  of  the  phild,  who,  before 
the  operation,  had  been  subject  to  frequent  fits,  which  had 
not  since  recurred. 

Dr.  Homans  had  seen  two  cases  in  which  the  operation 
was  necessary;  in  one  of  these,  the  operation,  although 
thorough  at  first,  required  to  be  repeated  five  years  after- 
ward. .  In  the  other  case,  in  which  both  tonsils  were  removed, 
cue  is  now  again  in  a  condition  to  require  removal.  He 
thought  the  operation  often  highly  beneficial  in  its  efTects. 


tSfi  Oorreipmimee. 


COBBESFOlfDENCB 


Mr.  Editor — The  comparative  value  of  Text-Boohi  and 
Periodicals  has  been  a  subject  of  frequent  discussion.  Bat 
such  discussion  has  tended  more  to  the  depreciation  of  eacft 
publication,  than  to  establish  the  true  value  of  either.  They 
are  as  unlike  in  character  as  in  appearance,  and  the  one  can 
not  be  made  to  subserve  the  purposes  of  the  other.  Text- 
books alone,  are  estimated  differently  by  different  indiyiduiby 
although  the  facts  they  contain  may  be  essentially  the  same. 
The  writer  of  each  has  his  own  peculiar  style  and  language 
exactly  suited  to  some  minds,  while  to  others,  they  are  obscure 
and  without  attraction.  To  learn  by  an  established  routine — 
to  keep  the  memory  revolving  in  a  circle  drawn  by  scale  ai^ 
compass,  is  to  learn  to  little  purpose.  He  who  learns  from  one 
book,  or  confines  himself  to  a  peculiar  style  of  authorship,  is 
very  apt  to  overlook  those  facts,  not  arranged  on  the  straight 
lines  in  which  they  were  studied.  Again,  we  have  examined 
students,  who  had  learned  so  exclusively  from  sketches  and 
models — who  had  practiced  the  eye  so  much,  and  relied  so 
little  on  the  memory  and  reflective  faculties,  they  could  not 
answer  a  question  in  anatomy  or  obstetrics,  with  any  degree 
of  facility,  until  some  means  of  demonstration  had  been 
placed  before  them. 

An  active  and  capacious  intellect,  is  not  satisfied  with  thai 
information  usually  served  up  in  the  form  of  dull  axioms. 
Periodicals  come  in  very  happily  to  supply  deficiencies.  They 
not  only  gather  up  and  preserve  the  current  literature  of  the 
day,  but  their  subjects  are  treated  more  at  length,  and  in 
detail,  and  their  facts  are  often  rendered  more  attractive  and 
useful.  A  text-book  in  asserting  the  necessity  of  a  thingi 
may  not  describe  the  mode  by  which  that  thing  is  to  be 
secured.  Thus,  their  utility  is  greatly  lessened.  An  essay, 
written  for  a  periodical,  is  more  full  of  practical  instmctioiis, 
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* 

and,  therefore,  it  is  a  profitable  companion  of  the  daily 
practitioner. 

These  reflections,  with  others  of  a  kindred  nature,  hare 
been  forced  upon  us,  by  comparing  a  paragraph,  in  a  lecture 
of  Murphy  on  breech  presentations,  published  in  London, 
1862 ;  with  an  essay  which  recently  appeared  in  the  Western 
Lancdy  with  the  name  of  Dr.  B.  F.  Richardson  as  its  author. 
The  following  is  the  paragraph : 

^  We  have  stated  to  you  that  the  natural  efforts  to  deliver 
breech  presentations  should  not  be  interrupted  until  there 
was  some  risk  of  injury  either  to  the  perineum  or  to  the 
diild ;  the  time,  therefore,  for  interfei'ence,  is  usually  when 
the  breech  has  passed  the  vulva ;  but  there  are  exceptions  to 
this  rule.  In  some  cases,  the  pains  are  feeble,  and  return 
at  long  intervals,  the  child  descends  very  slowly  through  the 
passages,  and  the  funis  is  often  exposed  too  long  to  pressure 
at  the  brim  of  the  pelvis.  It  would  not,  therefore,  be  advi- 
sable to  allow  the  breech  to  continue  to  move  too  slowly 
through  the  vagina,  the  action  of  the  foet  al  heart  should  be 
ascertained,  and,  if  necessary,  its  progress  should  be  assisted, 
but  assisted  on  the  principle  we  have  endeavored  to  lay  down. 
An  assistant  should  press  firmly  over  the  fundus  uteri  to 
increase  the  effect  of  the  pains,  while  the  practitioner,  placing 
one  or  two  fingers  within  the  fold  of  the  groin,  draws  it  gently 
down  toith  the  pain.'* 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  lecturer  and  the  essayist,  both 
inculcate  three  prominent  precepts  in  breech  cases.  JPirstj 
ascertain  the  action  of  the  foetal  heart.  Seeondj  deliver 
qi^eedily  by  artificial  means  if  necessary  to  save  the  life  of 
the  child.  Thirds  make  pressure  on  the  uterus  during  the 
dsscent  of  the  foetus. 

ISie  lecturer  has  failed  to  instruct  us  reqpeoting  ^e  manner 
in  which  the  action  of  the  foetal  heart  is  to  be  ascertained ; 
while  the  essayist  has  supplied  the  omission  by  recommend- 
ing the  use  of  the  stelbhoscope. 

The  propriety  of  rendering  careful  assistance  in  breech 


oaseSi  in  which  there  is  inefficient  uterine  aetion^will  be 
generally  sanctioned,  and  it  would  be  difficult  for  the  leoturar 
and  essayist  to  engage  in  a  controversy  on  this  point. 

Pressure,  applied  to  the  uterine  globe,  is  reoommendedboth 
in  the  lecture  and  essay.  In  the  one,  it  is  olaimed,  thai  by 
such  means  the  uterus  is  excited  to  more  vigorous  action.  In 
the  other  it  is  employed  to  prevent  the  head  from  assuming 
an  unfavorable  position,  and  to  facilitate  its  desoent  throng 
the  brim  of  the  pelvis.  The  positive  and  comparative  vahe 
of  these  theoretical  suggestions,  we  must  refer  to  the  expe- 
rienced practitioner.  Our  object  in  the  above  hastily  writtn 
sentences,  has  been  to  show,  that  our  knowledge  of  breedi 
cases  would  not  have  been  perfect,  if  the  Lancet  with  its 
essay,  had  not  cfome  to  the  aid  of  the  text-book  with  hs 
lecture.  W. 


QUEBIE8. 


TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 


Is  any  physician  acquainted  with  a  case  of  unequiTOOil 
cure  of  phthisis  by  the  agency  of  any  one  remedy,  or  a  oom- 
bination  of  remedies  ? 

The  subscriber  will  soon  report  some  cases  in  reply  to 
interrogatory  No.  2,  of  Prof.  L.  M.  Lawson.         w.  J.  8. 
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An  JSjpoMano/the  Signs  and  Symptoms  of  Pregnancy,  vnth  soms 
other  Papers  on  Subjects  Connected  with  ,Midvrifery,  Bt  W.  F. 
MoNTooMERT,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  M.  R.  I.  A.,  Ac,  &c.  From 
the  Second  London  £ditioD|  pp.  568,  Philadelphia,  Blanchard 
A  Lea,  1857. 

In  onr  last  number  we  called  the  attention  of  oar  readers  to  the 
new  edition  of  Dr.  Montgomery's  celebrated  and  yaluable  work,  and 
promised  to  extend  oar  notice  of  it.  Under  the  head  of  "Pregnancy 
under  anasual  circamstances  of  age,  disease,  &c.,"  p.  255,  we  find 
many  interesting  facts  recorded.  We  copy  one  or  two  examples 
where  it  occurred  either  at  a  very  early,  or  an  advaneod  age : 

It  appers  from  the  registry  of  450  cases  kept  by  Mr.  Roberton,  of 
Manchester,*  that  ten  girls  menstruated  in  their  eleventh  year,  nine- 
teen in  their  twelfth,  and  fifty-three  in  their  thirteenth  ;  many  such 
instances  I  have  myself  known.  Mr.  R.  mentions  that  the  mother 
and  grandmother  of  a  girl,  whor  menstruated  at  twelve,  had  become 
regular  at  the  same  age  ;  and  that  five  sisters  in  one  family  men- 
•tmated  at  the  age  of  eleven ;  and  he  afterwards  relates  the  earliest 
instance  of  pregnancy,  satisfactorily  authenticated,  as  having  taken 
place  in  Great  firitain.f 

The  case  occurred  in  the  practice  of  Mr.  R.  Thorpe,  who  was 
called  to  see  the  girl  when  attacked  with  convulsion  in  labor;  the 
fcstus  was  fall  grown,  but  stillborn,  and  the  mother  did  well.  She 
had  been  employed  in  a  cotton -factory,  and  was  represented  to  have 
become  pregnant  in  her  eleventh  year.  Mr.  Thorpe  and  the  late  Dr. 
Hardie  were  at  the  trouble  of  examining  the  registers  of  her  birth  and 
christening,  and  fully  satisfied  themselves  that  she  had  really  con- 
ceived during  the  eleventh  year  of  her  age,  and  that  at  the  time  of 
her  delivery,  she  was  only  a  few  months  advanced  in  her  twelfth 
year;  her  figure  was  that  of  a  well-grown  young  woman  with  fully 
developed  mammsB,  and  it  was  ascertained  that  she  had  menstruated 
before  she  became  pr^g^ant.| 

The  following  case,  said  to  have  occurred  in  America  ,  and  wit- 
neesed  by  Dr.  Rowlett,  of  Waisborough,  Kentucky,  who  reports  it, 
if  a  remarkable  instance  of  sexual  precocity  and  early  pregnancy,  if 
the  details  are  correct.  Sally  Deweese,  bom  the  7th  April,  1824,  in 
tbe  county  of  Butler,  Kentucky,  began  to  menstruate  at  a  year  old, 
and  the  pelvis  and  breasts  became  developed  in  an.  extraordinary 
degree;  she  continued  to  menstruate  regularly  up  to  1833,  when  she 

*maburg  Med.  aad  Soik.  Journal,  toI.  xzzmi,  p.  S31. 

t  la  tlM  cMe  reliUed  bj  Sir  A.  Cooper,  Med.  chlr.  Tnuis.,  vol.  it.  p.  480,  menetnuUion  was 
«lMbiiahed  at  four  jeara  and  a  half;  for  reference  to  aereral  oUitr  caaoi,  aee  Dayia's  Obetetrle 
■•dkfDa,  p.  S36,  and  Beck*s  Medical  Jariapmdence,  5cli  ed.,  p.  368. 

I  Op.  Jam.  alt.,  p.  US.    There  ia  a  eaae  of  parturittoa  at  nine  jeara  of  ace,  aaid  to  hare  oo- 
iaJUglaBd,iatbaQ«BaBBplicBeridaa,dM.S,aB.8,p.Mi. 
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became  pregnant;  and  on  the  20th  April,  1884,  the  was  delivered 
of  a  female  child,  weighing  seven  poands  and  three  qnarters.  Aft 
the  time  of  publishing  the  case,  the  child  weighed  eight  pounds 
three  quarters,  and  the  mother  100  pounds.,  and  was  fonr  feet 
inches  in  height.* 
'  Bruce  mentions  that  in  Abjssinia  he  has  frequently  seen  mothers 
of  eleven  years  of  age;  and  Dunlop  witnessed  the  same  in  Beng^.f 
Dr.  Goodeve,  Professor  of  Midwifery  at  Galeatta,  In  raply  to  a  qoery 
on  the  subject,  said :  "  The  earliest  age  at  whksh  1  have  knomt^  m 
Hindo  woman  bear  a  child  is  ten  years,  but  1  have  heard  of  one  aft 
nine."{ 

La  Motte  delivered  a  girl  who  had  not  completed  her  thirteendi 
year,  and  who  had  never  menstruated  ;§  and  Sir  E.  Home  knew 
two  instances,  in  one  of  which  a  girl  of  thirteen,  and  in  the  other  a 
girl  of  twelve  gave  birth  to  children.)  The  earliest  instance  of  png- 
nancy,  known  to  the  writer,  was  that  of  a  young  lady  who  hxouffk 
forth  twins,  before  she  had  completed  her  fifteenth  year. 

Capuron^  quotes  several  cases  of  child-bearing  in  advanced  age, 
among  which  are  the  following ;  Pliny  records  the  case  of  Comelie^ 
of  the  family  of  the  Scipios,  who,  at  the  age  of  uxty,  bore  a  son  who 
was  named  Yolosius  Satominus.  Marsa,  a  physician  of  Venios^ 
mentions  that  he  treated  a  woman  for  dropsy  who  was  really  png- 
nant,  but  he  was  deceived  by  her  age,  which  was  sixty. 

Yalcscus  de  Tarenta  mentions  a  woman  who  continued  to  men- 
struate beyond  sixty,  at  which  age  she  bore  her  last  child;  Capnroe 
adds,  that  it  was  generally  believed  in  Paris  that  a  woman,  in  the 
Rue  de  la  Harpe,  bore  a  daughter  at  the  age  of  sixty-three,  and 
nursed  it. 

The  writer  felt  bound  to  notice  these  cases  of  child-bearing  aft 
sixty  and  upwards,  because  they  have  been  recorded  on  respectaUe 
authority,  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  must  declare,  that  from  his  own 
experience,  he  altogether  discredits  their  accuracy.  A  decision  in 
the  English  Court  of  Chancery  has  shown,  that  the  determination  of 
this  question  may  be  a  matter  of  great  importance ;  in  the  case 
alluded  to,  an  immense  property  was  in  dispute,  and  the  sole  ques- 
tion at  issue  was,  whether  a  woman  might  have  a  child  at  sixtr 
years  of  age.  The  Attomey-Gbneral  argued  that  there  was  no  sace 
case  satisfactorily  recorded,  and  said,  that  if  credible  evidence  coaid 
be  produced  in  support  of  the  fact,  he  would  give  up  the  claim  of 

*  TnuMiylranla  Med.  Joar.,  toI.  vn,  p.  447,  and  ttia  American  Jonroal  for  Nor.  1894,  y.  SIS. 

t  Be^*s  Med.  Jurifprndenoe,  5Ch  ed.,  p.  IS5,  note. 

I  Mr.  Roberioos  Mmmj%  and  noCae,  Ibo.,  p.  IIS. 

^  Tralte  det  AccooehemeDi,  Obi.  xxiu,  p.  S ;  toe  also  Boiith*i  f  orensle  MMtdna,  p.  4S^ 
note ;  and  Ballard,  note  on  MeCager,  p.  48t. 

I  FMlM.  Ttana.  for  ISlt,  p.  61. 

f  Medicine  Legale,  die,  pp.  tt,  O  tad  98. 
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his  client.  No  such  evidence  was  prodnoed,  and  he  succeeded.*  No 
case  has  occurred,  either  within  the  writer's  own  ohservation,  or  of 
the  particulars  of  which,  as  reported  by  others,  he  thought  he  had 
reason  to  be  satisfied,  at  an  age  later  than  the  fifty-fourth  year;  still 
he  by  no  means  pretends  to  deny  the  possibility  of  such  occurrences; 
on  the  contrary,  he  thinks  that  the  facts  here  noticed  should  have 
the  effect  of  making  us  extremely  cautious,  in  pronouncing  against 
pregnancy,  merely  because  the  individual  may  have  exceeded  the 
period  of  life  at  which  the  generative  faculty  ordinarily  ceases  to 
manifest  itself;  or  because  the  woman  may  have  lived  for  many 
years  a  married  life  without  conceiving,  and  then  shown  symptoms 
of  pregnancy. 

In  reference  to  the  debility  or  advanced  age  of  the  husband,  we 

find  the  following,    p.  263 : 

Neither  can  we,  with  safety,  allow  our  judgment  to  be  much  in- 
finenced  by  the  debility  or  advanced  age  of  the  husband,  or  reputed 
father  ;  first,  because  we  cannot  always  know  to  whom  the  right  of 
paternity  certainly  belongs,  and  we  must  form  our  opinion  by  the 
state  of  the  woman,  not  of  the  man;  and  secondly,  because  men  of 
extreme  delicacy  of  health,  or  much  advanced  in  life,  may  procreate; 
in  Bchmitt's  4th  case,  2d  div.,  the  husband,  who  was  a  worn-out 
nke,  acknowledged  that  he  had  never  been  able  to  approach  his  wife 
in  such  a  way  as  to  render  conception  probable;  but  she  was  found 
pregnant;  and  as  to  the  age  to  which  a  man  may  retain  the  genera- 
tive faculty,  I  believe  we  may  receive  as  true  the  assertion  of  Lord 
Erskine,  in  his  speech  on  the  Baabury  peerage  case,  that  "there  i 
no  statute  of  limitations  on  the  powers  and  faculties  of  man,''  on 
which  occasion  he  quoted  the  case  of  Sir  Stephen  Fox,  who  mar- 
ried at  seventy-seven,  and  had  four  children,  the  last  of  which  was 
bom  when  the  father  was  eighty-one.  I  am  assured  that  there  was 
residing  on  the  Dmmcondra  roa<l,  near  this  city,  a  man  whose  eldest 
eon  was  above  sixty  years  of  age,  and  his  youngest,  by  a  third  wife, 
only  nine  months  old;  and  it  is  said  that  a  late  celebrated  accou- 
dieur,  at  the  age  of  eighty,  was  the  father  of  four  children,  at  one 

Wrthf 

Harvey,  in  his  account  of  the  anatomioal  examination  of  the 
body  of  Thomas  Parr,  who  lived  to  the  age  of  152  years  and  nine 
months,  says  :\  "The  testes  too  were  sound  and  laige,  so  that  it 
eeemed  not  improbable  that  the  common  report  was  true,  viz.,  that 
be  did  public  penance  under  a  conviction  for  incontinence  (getting 
Catharine  Milton  with  child,)  after  he  had  passed  his  hundredth 
year;  and  his  wife,  whom  he  had  married  as  a  widow,  in  his  hundred 
end  twentieth  year,  did  not  deny  that  he  had  intercourse  with  her, 

*  London  Med.  and  Sorg .  Joar.,  toL  m,  p.  CSS. 

t  Ooocb*!  C«>Bp«ndium  of  MMwtferj,  bj  Skinner,  f . 

I  Works,  Sydenham  Swdoly  Id.,  p.  SSS. 

VOL.    XYIU— 28. 
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after  the  manner  of  other  husbands  with  their  wtTOs;  nor  nntil  aboat 
twelve  years  hack,  had  he  ceased  to  embrace  her  frequently/' 

Mr.  Hall  says  that  the  grandfather  of  Sir  William  MaenaghtsHi 
who  was  manured  at  Cabool  by  Akbar  Khan,  did  not  marry  oil  fas 
was  eighty-^hree  years  old;  his  lady  bore  him  two  sons,  one  of  whom 
he  lived  to  see  of  age.* 

In  Schmitt's  9th  case,  2d  div.,  the  hnsband  was  seventy  when  hi 
married,  and  very  doubtfnl  of  the  possibility  of  his  being  a  falfaH; 
which  circnmstanoe,  in  conjnnction  with  the  small  siaeof  the  ntfln% 
its  extraordinary  hardness,  the  absence  of  fostai  movement,  and  tfas 
unalterod  state  of  the  breasts,  rendered  pragnancy  very  donbtliiL 
not  only  in  the  seventh  month,  but  even  np  to  the  time  of  labor.    . 

I  was,  some  time  since,  consulted  about  a  lady»  whoae  atata  was 
a  subject  of  much  doubt  and  anxiety,  as  pregnancy  waa  considend 
to  bo  out  of  the  question,  the  husband  having  been,  for  the  previoos 
six  months,  disabled  and  bedridden  .  miscarriage  at  the  third  mcmth 
solved  all  doubt,  very  much  to  the  lady's  astonishment. 

A  few  months  since  we  had  occasion  to  notice  the  views  of  Dl 

Montgomery  in  connection  with  the  question  of  the  pathology*  er 

mechanism  of  the  "  Bpontaneons  Amputation  of  the  Foetal  limfas 

in  Utero."    We  were  led  to  the  consideration  of  this  snbjeet  by  a 

case  which  presented  itself  at  the  Commercial  Hospital,  to  be  tieatad 

for  club  foot,  and  in  which  the  process  had  been  partially  completed 

before  the  birth  of  the  child.     Appended  to  Dr.  Montgomeiy's 

work,  we  have  some  sixty  pages  devoted  to  the  examination  of  this 

subject,  and  other  intra-nterine  lesions.    In  reference  to  the  spon* 

taneouR  amputation  of  the  foetal  limbs.  Dr.  M.  remarks  that  it  is  a 

subject  in  which  he  has  long  felt  a  peculiar  interest,  and  he  justly  adds : 

I  think  it  will  be  no  ax* 
aggeration  to  assert  that 
this  process,  by  which  the 
limb  of  a  child  in  ntero  is 
cut  off  as  completely  aa  it 
could  be  by  the  snrgaon'i 
hand,  is  the  most  extraor* 
dinary  of  all  the  pathologi- 
cal phenomena  eiihihilri 
in  our  svstem,  whether  br 
fore  birth  or  alterwaids. 

Cass  1. — ^Very  early  la 
my  professionai  lils^  my 

attention  was  forcibly  arrested  by  seeii^,  in  a  Medical  Joumal«t  * 

*  BaU*«  Irelaod,  toI.  m,  p.  154,  note. 

t  Load.  Med.  and  PUi.  Jov.,  Jalj,  188S,  toL  Ht.,  p.  3pL 
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case  of  ibis  kind  related  by  a  Mr.  Watkinson,  wbo  stated  ^'that, 
29tb  December,  1824,  being  in  attendance  on  a  lady  of  twenty 
years  of  age,  in  ber  first  labor,  wbich  was  natural  and  easy,  he 
disooyered,  on  the  birth  of  the  child,  that  the  left  foot  had  been  am- 
putated a  little  above  the  ankle  ;  and  the  part  wap  n^ar^y  but  not  quite 
Mealed,  the  bones  protruding  a  little.  The  child  was  alive,  but  snr- 
▼ived  only  a  few  minutes  ;  on  making  further  search,  the  amputated 
foot  was  found  in  utero,  and  it  also  was  nearly  healed.  There  did  not 
appear  to  have  been  any  hemorrhage  from  the  limb;  the  separated  foot 
wasmtfcA  smaller  than  the  other,  which  was  rather  tamed  inward;  it 
showed  no  mark  of  putrefaction,  but  appeared  tb  be  in  a  state  of  perfect 
preeervoHcn,  not  being  even  dincolored.''  From  comparing  the  two 
foet,  Mr.  W.  concluded,  that  the  detached  one  must  have  been  two 
months  separated ;  **  the  mother  had  not  met  with  any  accident, 
nor  any  particular  mental  emotion,  and  she  was  sufficiently  indepen- 
dent to  lender  unnecessary  any  over- exertion  on  her  part.*'  Mr. 
Watkinson  offered  no  opinion  on  the  nature  or  cause  of  the  acci- 
dent, but  gave  the  annexed  sketch,  representing  the  condition  of  the 
parts. 

This  account  filled  me  with  the  greatest  astonishment,  and  I 
thought  the  fact  almost  exceeded  belief;  but  it  was  so  satisfactorily 
confirmed  by  others  who  saw  the  child,  that  I  could  no  longer 
doubt ;  and  many  and  many  a  time  did  I  think  over  it,  and  won- 
der how  such  a  thing  could  be  brought  about,  but  all  in  vain  ;  the 
idea  of  gangrene,  which  was  the  received  doctrine  of  the  day,  evi- 
dently would  not  apply  in  the  case  of  parts  expressly  described  as  in 
a  state  of  perfect  preservation,  and  not  even  discolored ;  and  so  I 
pondered  on,  "  weary  of  conjecture,'*  until  at  length  a  case  in  my 
own  practice  disclosed  the  secret,  and  at  the  same  sime  showed  me 
that  the  efieot  produced  was  not  more  extraordinary  than  the  agency 
hj  which  it  was  accomplished, 

Casb  II. — ^In  the  year  1829, 1  attended  a  patient,  under  circum- 
stanses  of  considerate  danger,  from  hemorrhage  attending  abortion 
im  the  fifth  month  ;  and  on  the  expulsion  of  the  foetus,  its  singular 
teaforroation,  fortunately,  attracted  my  attention  strongly,  and  in- 
jhwed  me  to  examine  it  closely.  The  head  was  misshapen  and 
ttonstrons,  the  brain  covered  only  by  int^piment,  and  tow- 
iiiiig  upwards  like  a  helmet  over  the  head ;  but  the  circumstance 
daserving  of  especial  notioe  was  the  appearance  of  complete  liga- 
■WBts  surrounding  the  limbs  ;  and  on  examining  them  closely,  I 
fcond  that  they  consisted  of  distinct  threads  passing  from  both 
hands  downwards  to  the  legs;  at  one  end,  these  threads,  or  fine 
cords,  had  formed  a  complete  ligature  roond  the  middle  of  each 
hand,  caosiiig  a  distinct  depression  where  it  passed,  the  part  of  the 
hand  bdow  it  being  almost  completely  undeveloped  ;  from  the  hands 
these  cords  descended  towards  the  legs,  which  were  crossed,  and 
agnowdingthsm  ia  this  pcaitiony  jusi  ahcvctJw  ankles,  compressed 
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them  80  tightly,  that  fully  two-thirds  of  their  whole  tlrickiiees 
therehy  divided;  without,  however,  eaueing  any  hreach  in  tk^  Mm; 
nor  was  there  the  slightest  appearance  of  disease,  or  even  ditcoloim- 
tion  of  any  of  the  parts;  hnt  the  feet  were,  like  the  haiidB»  imfMr^ 
fectly  developed  an,d  misshapen. 

Case  III. — A  healthy  woman  gave  hirth  to  a  stillbom  child*  in 
the  eighth  month  of  gestation  ;  it  was  efiected  with  nmhilicid  benia 
of  great  size,  formed  hy  the  protrusion  of  the  liver,  stomach,  aai 
small  intestines  throngh  the  nmhilical  aperture  into  the  sheath  of 
the  funis;  the  umbilical  vessels  being,  in  consequence,  a  good  daal 
displaced  from  their  natural  contiguity  to  each  other;  bnt,  in  oAv 
respects,  they  observed  their  usual  course  and  connections ;  the  open- 
ing through  which  the  viscera  protruded  was  about  two  indiet  m 
diameter;  but,  the  state  of  the  limbs  is  the  point  of  interest  con* 
nected  with  our  inquiry;  both  were  misshapen,  and,  as  happened  in 
Ur.  Watkinson's  case,  the  left  exhibitr  this  remarkable  patrologieal 
lesion,  and  exactly  in  the  same  situation.  Just  above  the  nnU^ 
there  is  a  deep  depression  all  around  the  limb, 
and  sinking  to  such  a  depth  art  to  leave  only  the 
bones  and  skin  unaffected  by  it ;  the  diameter  of 
the  divided  part  being  less  than  half  an  incli, 
while  that  of  the  leg  just  above  the  depression 
is  an  inch  and  a  quarter  ;  the  appearance  of  the 
groove  is  exactly  such  as  would  be  made  by 
tying  a  string  very  tight  round  the  plump  limb  of 
a  child;  and,  in  my  opinion,  could  not  have 
been  produced  in  any  other  way;  the  woman 
had  been  attended  in  her  labor  by  a  pupil,  and 
the  part  had  been  very  much  handled,  and  ex- 
amined by  several,  before  I  saw  it,  so  that  I  was 
not  surpibcd  at  not  finding  any  ligature  on  the  limb,  but  the  maik 
of  it  was  so  distinct,  in  the  bottom  of  the  depression,  as  to  leave  no 
doubt  of  its  previous  existence  there,  producing  constriction  of  tki 
part.  It  is  important,  also,  to  observe,  as  confirmatory  of  my  view 
of  this  matter,  that  the  integuments  are  not  at  all  broken,  or  dimdeip 
but  are  merely  carried  inwards  with  the  constricting  agent ;  so  thsty 
had  the  separation  of  the  limb  been  completed,  each  stump  womU 
appear  skinned  over,  except  at  the  ends  of  the  bones,  and  sopiesnt 
the  appearance  of  being  partially  healed,  as  described  by  Wntkin- 
son,  or  would  be,  perhaps,  completely  cicatrized,  as  in  the  caecs 
related  by  Chaussier,  and  several  others,  to  which  leference  wiD  be 
made  hereafter;  the  foot  was  a  little  swollen,  and  somewhat  diseol- 
ored,  just  as  would  happen  if  a  ligature  were  tightened  round  tki 
lower  part  of  the  leg  of  a  child  after  birth;  it  seemed  toigid  with 
blood,  but  was  without  any  appearance  whatever  of  gangrene;  tki 
toes  were  very  imperfectly  developed. 

Jn  both  these  instances  thus  described  by  me^  fircna  the  condilMB 
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of  the  limbs,  and  tbe  impossibility  of  tbe  parts  tinder  tbe  ligatures 
continuing  tbeir  growth  under  snob  circnmstanoes,  it  appears  scarce- 
ly to  be  donbted  that,  bad  tbe  cbildren  continued  to  live  and  grow, 
tbe  parts  of  the  limbs  below  tbe  constriction  would  *bave  separated.. 
and  so  undergone  spontaneous  amputation. 

Prof.  Martin,  of  Jena.,  has  reported  a  very  remarkable  case,  in 
whicb  tbe  amputation  was  complete  before  birtb,  and  the  separated 
limb  fonnd.  Prof.  M.  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  ligature  alone  is 
insufficient  to  explain  the  perfect  reparation  of  the  limb,  as  it 
eonld  %ct  only  on  the  soft  parts  down  to  the  bone ;  but  Dr.  Mont- 
gomery reminds  us  that  the  bones  are  in  a  semi-cartilaginous  state, 
or  as  Joerg  has  shown,  they  may  be  fragile  without  any  special 
oaiise.  The  following  case,  which  occurred  to  Mr.  Chas.  Bleeck,  of 
Warminster,  in  1885,  has  been  referred  to  by  Prof.  Martin,  to  prove 
that  an  absolute,  or  relative  external  cause,  is  necessary  to  effect  the 
ihe  complete  separation  of  a  limb.  We  copy  from  p.  520  of  Dr. 
Montgomery's  work  : 

It  was  a  breech  presentation,  and  the  body  being  expelled  to  the 
axilla,  Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  bring  down  one  of  the  arms,  which  he 
did  without  difficulty,  but  the  other  resisted  all  his  efforts;  it  was,  in 
iact,  90  immovably  fixed,  that  after  using  as  much  force 
M  he  felt  justified  in  doing,  he  desisted;  in  about  ten 
minutes  after  this,  a  violent  pain  brought  into  the  world 
the  head,  the  arm,  and  the  whole  of  the  secundines  at  the 
same  moment;  the  child  was  alive. 

The  cause  of  tbe  resistance  was  now  manifest;  from 
the  upper  part  of  the  funis  umbilicalis,  the  circulation  of 
which  waa  not  at  all  impeded,  passed  a  very  strong  and 
tongh  band,  about  an  inch  and  a  half  long,  with  its  end 
firmly  attached  to  the  surface  of  the  plaoenta;  this  band 
was  perforated,  and,  in  the  aperture,  the  arm  was  grasped 
■o  tightly  Just  above  the  elbow,  that  the  soft  parts,  which 
weie  drawn  in  as  if  by  gradual  compression,  and  oov- 
end  with  skin,  were  divided  down  to  the  bone;  the  limb. 
Mow  the  ligature,  was  enlaiged  to  four  times  its  natu- 
ral sijEe;  the  arm  was  liberated  from  the  band,  and  the  child  ap- 
peued,  at  first,  to  be  going  on  well,  but  in  twenty-four  hours  it  be- 
oane  restless  and  uneasy;  the  limb,  too,  grew  hot,  put  on  a  livid 
anearanoe,  and  was  soon  covered  with  vesications;  and  its  vitality 
feeing  apparently  at  an  end,  at  the  expiration  of  forty*eigbt  hours, 
Mr.  Bleeck  deemed  it  advisable  to  remove  it;  this  was  easily  effected, 
and  not  the  slightest  hemorrhage  followed,  although  tne  axillary 
aviery  oontinned  to  beat  slowly. 

The  child  seemed  conscious  of  relief  from  its  incumbrance,  and 
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was  quiet  during  thirty-six  houn»  at  the  end  of  which  turn  it  wu 
seized  with  conTolsionSy  and  died. 

On  the  foregoing  relation,  Mr.  Bd.  Smithy  Senior  Smgeon  to  thi 
Bristol  infirmary,  who  reports  thecase^  obaurvea  :*  "I  consider thit 
at  an  early  period  of  ntero-gestation  a  band  of  coagnlable  lympk 
had  been  thrown  ont  from  the  funis  to  the  neighboring  part  of  tM 
placenta;  in  closing,  or  being  coiled  round  the  arm  of  the  fntoiik 
that  this  band  became  vascular,  thickened,  and  tough;  thus  dicioi- 
stanced,  it  would  yield  but  imperfectly  to  the  gprowth  of  the  link 
which  it  continued  to  grasp  mora  and  more  finnlyy  aad  thus,  by  itf 
continued  pressure,  produced  absorption  of  the  soft  parts  a^toillj 
down  to  the  bare  humerus.  It  is  easy  to  underetand  now  readflf  * 
struggle  of  the  child  might  snap  off  the  latter,  and  this  would  pro- 
bably have  been  the  case  in  the  present  instance,  but  that  the  periol 
of  utero' gestation  waa  at  an  end,  and  that  the  boas  formed  ai  7^ 
an  attachment  to  the  body.  If  I  am  right  in  my  coiijectiins,  Ai 
above  forms  an  easy  solution  to  the  marvellous  riddle  ;  and  it  i^ 
may  happenthus  in  one  instance,  it  may  occur  in  sevenl. 

We  must  now  conclude  our  notice  of  this  volume^  and  wooU 

strongly  urge  our  readers  to  place  it  in  their  library.    It  is  in  effll 

respect  worthy  of  the  high  reputation  of  its  author. 


On  the  Diseases  of  Women,  indudinp  tho$0  qf  Pra§mmmtm  md 
Childbed.  Bt  Fldtwood  CmmcHiLL,  M.  D.,  T.  C.  D^  H.  B. 
I.  A.,  Professor  of  Midwifery,  with  Diseases  of  Women  snl 
Children,  in  the  King  and  Queen's  College  of  Phyaieiaiia  ia  lit* 
land,  Ac.  &c.  A  new  American  Edition,  revised  by  the  anthsTf 
with  Notes  and  Additions.  By  D.  Frahchs  CoHnniy  M.  D.«  H- 
low  of  the  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphiii,  ate.* 
Philadelphia :  Blanehard  A  Lea :  1857.  pp.  768. 

This  new  edition  of  Dr.  Ohurehiirs  well  known  work,  has 
received  too  late  for  a  careful  examination  of  its  oontenfa.  Thfl 
author  states  in  his  preface^  ihat  he  has  ei^toavorad  to  improve  tL 
Several  new  chaptere  have  been  added,  both  by  the  author  and  edi- 
tor, and  we  find  in  the  present  edition  a  number  of  wood-oala  lahM 
*'  partly  hom  origmal  drawings  lent  me,  by  my  friend  Dr.  l^cCBir 
tock,  and  partly  from  the  works  of  Hugneir,  Clarke,  Bcnvia,  aal 
Dnges,  &c." 

The  editor  has  added  three  entire  chapters,  on  tetaima,  panlyrili 
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and  arterial  obetmction,  *^afl  tltej  oocur  daring  gestation,  or  in 
the  parturient  female.''  He  has  also  increased  the  number  of  illns- 
tradons.  The  present  opntains  eighty*five  pages  more  than  the  edi- 
tion of  1852.  The  value  of  these  additions  we  will  consider  mora 
fnlly  in  our  next  number.  That  of  the  work»  we  need  not  add,  \km^ 
long  since  been  fully  established.  For  sale  by  Eiekey^  Mallory  it 
Webb,    Price  •a,00. 


A  Manual  of  Examinationa  upon  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Surgery^ 
Practice  0/  Medicine,  Chemistry,  Obstetrics,  Mateira  Medico^ 
Pharmacy  and  Therapeutics.  Especially  designed  for  studenU 
of  Medicine,  To  which  is  added,  a  Medical  Formulary,  By 
J.  L.  Ludlow,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians, etc.,  etc.,  A  new  edition,  thoroughly  revised  and  much 
enlarged,  with  three  hundred  and  seventy  illustrations.  Philadel- 
phia :  Blanchard  ds  Lea,  1857.  pp.  816. 

This  work  was  intended  **  to  give  at  a  glance  the  principle  pointe 
necessary  to  guide  the  student  in  the  prosecution  of  his  studies,  and 
to  revive  his  recollection  of  subjects  treated  upon  in  more  volumi- 
nous works."  For  this  purpose  it  certainly  is  worthy  of  com* 
mendation,  and  we  know  of  no  better  companion  for  the  student^ 
daring  the  hours  spent  in  the  lecture  room,  ot  to  refrah,  at  a  glance 
Us  memory^  of  the  vanons  topics  crammed  into  his  head  by  th» 
various  Professors  to  whom  he  is  compelled  to  listen. 


L*Art  Dentaire,  or  Revue  Mensuelle  de  la  Chirurgie  et  de  fo 
Proihese  Dentaires^  is  the  title  of  a  Monthly  Journal  on  Dentis- 
try, published  in  Fkris,  and  edited  by  two  American  dentists, 
Drs.  FowLKB  and  PamiBB. 

We  have  received  three  numbers  which  we  have  read  with  inter^ 
est  We  are  pleased  to  place  it  on  our  exchange  list,  and  shall  oe- 
oastonally  avail  ourselves  of  its  contents  for  the  benefit  of  the  rea^ 
den  of  the  Lancet.  The  subscription  price  is  five  dollars  per  an-* 
ttnra,  and  may  be  forwarded  to  Dr.  Preterre,  Sen.,  New  York.  It 
is  published  in  a  very  neat  form,  and  is  filled  with  valuable  matter. 
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JS^The  London  Medied  Times  and  Gautie  for  April  lltb,  hm 

an  editorial  on  "The  Relations  of  Food  and  Disease."    Tlie  ehfaf 

object  of  the  writer  is  to  determine  the  question,  whether  diseased 

Btrnctnree  can  or  do  convey  disease  to  the  hnman  body  recmving 

them  as  sustenance.     After  admitting  that  the  question  is  sumnni'' 

ded  with  difficulties,  he  adds : 

Looking  at  the  subject  in  its  simple  form,  the  evidence  a  priori^ 
would  be  strongly  in  favor  of  the  suspicion  that,  by  the  medium  of 
diseased  milk  as  food,  almost  any  poison  may  be  transmitted  from 
tbe  body  of  one  animal  into  tnat  of  another.  Through  her 
milk  the  syphilitic  wet-nurse  transmits  in  some  cases  the 
disease  to  the  suckling  child.  Through  the  milk  secretioR 
every  soluble  vegetable  and  mineral  poison  is  easily  transmit* 
sable.  We  have  ourselves  thus  detected  the  transmission  of 
antimony,  mercury,  and  iodine,  from  parent  to  offspring ;  and  we 
think  it  possible  tliat  in  one  case  of  cholera  in  an  infant  at  the 
breast,  the  disease  was  directly  conveyed  by  the  same  channel  from 
the  sufiering  mother.  If  there  be,  then,  any  truth  in  these  propoei- 
tions,  it  should  obtain  that  tbe  milk  of  diseased  cows,  taken  as  tt 
often  is  uncooked,  must  needs  be  a  prolific  source  of  disease  in  the 
human  race. 

The  writer  is  evidently  no  disciple  of  John  Hunter,  nor  can  he 
attach  much  value  to  the  observation  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Travers,  who 
argues  that,  the  natural  secretions  "  by  a  most  happy  economy,'' 
cannot  be  the  vehicle  of  the  syphilitic  poison,  nor  can  the  milk  of 
a  syphilitic  nurse  affect  the  child,  {Pathology  of  Venereal  A  fee* 
Hone,  London  1830).  John  Hunter  maintained  that  neither  the 
blood,  saliva,  milk,  nor  sweat  of  a  person  infected  with  syphilis, 
could  contaminate  tbe  tissues  on  which  they  might  be  deposited, 
and  Ricord  comes  into  the  support  of  Hunter's  opinion  with  what 
he  terms,  **  the  more  conclusive  results  of  experiment"  Although 
we  do  norWieve  in  the  Hunterian  doctrine  of  the  non-transmiati* 
bility  of  the  consecutive  affections  of  syphilis,  we  conlsss  our- 
selves somewhat  sceptical  in  reference  to  the  instances  of  transmit* 
sion  by  the  milk  referred  to  in  the  editorial  above  mentioned. 
French  authorities  were  at  one  time  much  divided  upon  the  question 
of  treating  infantile  syphilis,  through  the  medium  of  the  milk  of 
the  mother  or  nurse.  Cullerier  made  many  experiments  for  the 
purpose  of  detecting  the  presence  of  mercury  in  the  milk,  and  in 
these  ha  wat  assisted  by  some  of  the  best  chemists  in  Fraaoe.    These 
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•zperiments  were  almost  always  nnsnooessfbl,  and  even  when  the 
mercary  was  detected,  it  was  in  infinitesimal  quantities.  Devergie 
never  could  succeed  in  detecting  it,  nor  was  M.  Peligot  more  fortu- 
nate. We  hope  the  writer  will  flavor  his  readers  with  the  details  of 
the  cases  in  which  he  seems  to  have  been  so  successful  in  detecting 
the  transmission  of  antimony,  mercury,  and  iodine  from  parent  to 
oApring. 


In  the  Medical  Staiutice  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  referred  to  in  our 
last  number,  we  find  among  other  interesting  items,  an  account  of 
the  Medical  Topography  and  Diseases  of  Astoria,  written  by  As- 
sistant Sargeon  Israel  Moses,  from  which  we  make  the  following 
extract: 

The  decay  of  the  Indian  tribes  along  the  Columbia  has  been  fear- 
fully rapid.  A  robust  and  numerous  people,  they  have  disappeared 
almost  as  by  the  wand  of  a  magician.  A  severely  fatal  epidemic 
of  measles  carried  ofif  nearly  half  the  tribes  in  1829  and  1880, 
which  was  followed  by  a  congestive  form  of  intermittent  fever,  that 
has  reappeared  at  various  times,  and  created  vast  havoc  ;  bat  the 
scourge  of  these  nations  has  been  syphilis,  and  its  sequent,  scrofula, 
in  the  most  fatal  forms.  At  the  period  of  Lewis  and  Clark's  visit 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia,  syphilis  was  scarcely  known ;  but 
as  soon  as  vessels  began  to  enter  the  river  the  disease  appeared,  and 
rapidly  spread.  Ignorant  of  any  curative  means,  vast  numbers 
have  died  from  the  primary  disease,  while  in  its  secondary  and  trans- 
mitted forms,  generations  have  perished  unborn  :  glandular  and 
emptiye  diseases  have  carried  off  the  infants  ;  tubercular  phthisis 
blighted  their  youths,  and  brought  their  young  men  and  matrons  to 

i>remature  old  age,  and  an  early  grave.  It  is  remarkable  that  very 
ew  can  be  found  among  the  men  who  have  not  lost  one  eye  by 
ophthalmia  (syphilitic  |[or  gonorrhoea! ).  Many  are.  absolutely 
deformed  by  enlaigement  of  the  cervical  glands,  frequently  suppu- 
rating, discharging,  and  forming  frightful  cicatrices.  Hare-lip  and 
deft  palate  are  often  seen :  the  idiopathic,  and  severer  forms  of  ma- 
larial fever,  almost  never.  Abortion  is  common,  and  not  unfre- 
qnently  brought  about  intentionally.  Child-bearing  is  a  no  more 
easy  nor  less  dangerous  process  than  among  other  females  in  the 
aame  circumstances  of  life.  The  older  females  of  the  neighborhood 
are  the  mid-wives,  and  are  quite  as  good  and  useful  as  our  more 
fashionable  monthly  nurses.  Where  nature  is  not  interfered  with, 
and  no  unusual  malposition  or  malformation  presents,  the  infant 
safely  enters  the  world.  Should  any  anormal  circumstances  arise, 
the  diild  or  mother,  or  most  frequently  both,  are  sacrificed.    The 
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attending  midwife  calls  in  eonsoltatioii  other  sagt  /mnmei^ 
these  failing  to  afford  relief,  the  woman  is  left  to  die.  Bat  deformi^ 
of  the  pelvis  being  rare,  and  the  children  generally  small,  tbeae 
accidents  seldom  occar.  The  infant,  immediately  after  ablution,  ii 
straightened  ont,  tightly  swathed,  with  the  arms  incladed,  and  plaoel 
on  a  board  to  be  snbmitted  to  the  process  of  flattening  of  the  head. 
This  is  effected  by  pads,  suitably  placed  over  the  froaUl  bone,  iaoli* 
ning  from  the  superciliary  arch  to  the  vertex  ;'  counter  preaaim 
being  made  by  a  pad  under  the  occipital  bone.  The  pressure  is 
maintained  during  one  year,  when  the  bones  having  sufficiently  ossi- 
fied to  retain  the  desired  shape,  the  pads  are  removed.  Infante  do 
not  appear  to  suffer  by  this  pressure,  which  is  kept  up  day  and  night ; 
they  narse  well,  and  sleep  comfortably.  Among  certain  tribes  side- 
pads  are  used,  so  as  to  render  the  head  pointed ;  but  this  is  not  fbl* 
lowed  with  the  Chinooks. 

In  ordinary  cases  of  sickness  the  aid  of  the  medicine  man«  or 
doctor,  is  called  in.  This  individual  is  held  in  high  estimation,  and 
demands  large  fees  for  his  advice  and  services  ;  these  are  given  at  a 
vast  personal  risk,  and  somewhat  upon  the  terms  of  their  advertising 
professional  brethren  in  large  cities.  Upon  visiting  the  patient,  ana 
receiving  his  fee,  the  doctor  ^oes  actively  to  work  to  drive  out  theevfl 
spirit  from  the  suffering  body,  where  it  has  assumed  the  form  of  a 
wolf,  a  snake,  a  beaver,  or  large  stone.  The  friends  having  formed 
a  circle,  a  low  and  solemn  incantation  is  commenced,  accompanied 
by  the  regular  beating  of  small  sticks  of  wood,  and  gnuiuallT 
swelling  in  tone  and  rapidity  of  utterance  until  it  becomes  a  howl- 
ing, yelling,  frightful  succession  of  sounds.  The  doctor,  sitting  at 
the  bed-side,  swaying  his  body  to  and  fro,  keeping  time  to  his  song 
of  invocation,  begins  to  press  and  knead  the  breast  and  abdomen. 
As  he  becomes  excited,  he  jumps  up,  and  dances  about  the  lodge, 
with  constant  and  most  fatiguing  gesticulation  of  head,  arms,  lees, 
and  body,  until  he  either  becomes  frantic  by  excitement,  or  falls 
exhausted.  Having  by  this  time  arrived  at  a  just  appreciation  of 
the  shape  of  the  disease,  he  retires  from  the  lodge,  and  after  a  suita- 
ble interval  returns,  and  in  a  most  dignified  manner  resumes  his 
position  and  song.  When  thus  a  second  time  the  necessary  pitdl 
of  excitement  is  attained,  he  suddenly  thrusts  his  hands  beneath 
the  blankets,  and  to  the  surprise,  delight,  and  admiration  of  the 
assembled  friends,  jerks  out,  and  casts  among  them,  a  dead  wolf, 
serpent,  beaver,  or  stone,  having  thus  successfully  combatted  the 
disease.  Should  the  unhappy  victim  of  ^sculapian  art  fortunatdy 
get  well,  the  doctor  remains  in  peaceful  enjoyment  of  his  prote- 
sional  gains.  Should  death,  however,  have  knocked  at  the  door  of 
the  lodge  during  these  mockeries,  as  he  invariably  does  in  severs 
cases,  tbe  doctor  not  only  has  expended  his  time  and  labor  for 
nothing,  but  now,  has  forfeited  his  life  by  failing  to  restore  his 
patient  to  health.    If  he  can  compromise  the  matter  with  the  rda- 
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tions  and  friends  of  the  diseased,  by  paying  hi&  value,  estimated  in 
horses,  blankets,  canoes,  or  slaves,  he  redeems  his  own  life ;  bnt 
failing  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  afflicted,  who  are  usually  very 
exacting,  he  may  not  expect  to  live  to  see  the  sun  rise  many  times. 
The  burial  grounds  in  the  neighborhood  and  along  the  river,  attest 
the  numbers  of  this  people  who  have  passed  away  ;  they  are  sacred 
spots  near  the  bank,  and  often  on  naked  and  isolated  rocks.  The 
corpse,  if  of  a  chief,  or  distinguished  man,  attired  in  his  best  habili- 
ments and  gaudiest  ornaments,  is  wrapped  in  blaukets,  and  placed 
in  his  canoe,  his  fishing-net  and  spears  by  his  side;  around- are 
hung  cooking  utensils,  tin-pans,  and  plates  ;  and  thus  equipped,  he 
is  suspended  on  the  branches  of  a  tree,  or  raised  on  a  platform,  if 
buried  on  the  main  land ;  or  secured  on  the  top  of  some  island 
rock,  his  spirit  enjoying  the  fullness  of  happiness  above,  his  body 
to  await  the  solemn  day  of  resurrection,  when  h^  shall  be  prepared 
to  launch  his  barque  upon  the  gladsome  waters,  and  the  sporting 
salmon  shall  yield  him  abundance. 


Tolxicco, — "  Death  in  the  Pipe,"  or  "  The  Great  Smoking  Ques* 
tion ;" — "  The  Tobacco  Question,  Morally,  SociaUy  and  Physically 
Considered,"  are  the  titles  of  pamphlets  now  widely  advertised  in 
(he  London  journals,  the  object  of  which  is  to  controvert  the  doc- 
trines recently  advanced  by  Mr.  Lizars,  of  Edftiborgh,  and  Mr.  Solly, 
of  St.  Thomas'  Hospital,  London.  Both  of  the  writers  last  named 
boldly  assert  that  should  the  habit  of  smoking  continue  to  increase 
as  it  has  for  the  past  fifteen  years,  "  the  English  character  will  loe^ 
that  combination  of  energy  and  solidity  which  has  hitherto  distin- 
guished it,  and  that  England  will  sink  in  the  scale  of  nations."  A 
writer  in  the  Times  and  Gazette,  who  evidently  has  not  the  fear  of 
King  James'  Counterblast  before  his  eyes,  thus  expresses  his  views 
«pon  this  exciting  topie : 

''  The  ^urks  are  dying  out,  they  smoke  enormously,  therefore, 
tobacco  is  a  cause  of  impotence.  Polygamy  is,  of  course,  a  trifle 
quite  beyond  the  question.  The  Germans  smoke  a  great  deal,  there 
are  a  great  many  insane  Germans,  therefore  tobacco  is  a  cause  of 
hiBanity.  In  England  many  insane  persons  have  been  smokers. 
Bmon  de  plu$.  Of  course  it  is  quite  irrelevant  to  state  that  there 
are  a  great  many  more  female  than  male  lunatics,  and  that  smoking 
fa  very  rare  among  English  females.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  fri- 
toHty  and  '  light  undignified  reading'  just  now,  and  an  '  alarming 
passion  for  fraudulently  obtaining  and  squandering  money.'  This 
propensity  Mr.  Taylor  does  not  hesitate  to  ascribe  to  '  the  immode* 
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rate  use  of  tobacco/  lliere  are  a  great  many  bald-headed  men  in 
England.  Dr.  Garrett  has  often  traced  baldness  to  smokhig,  and 
one  of  his  smoking  patients  had  such  a  distressing  pain  in  the  'right 
center  of  the  occipital  bone,  that '  in  an  hour  he  actually  rubbed  aU 
the  hair  off  that  part  of  his  head,'  Oar  preachers  are  not  so  feflee* 
tive  as  they  need  to  be.  One  clergyman,  it  is  admitted,  writes  bril- 
liant, elegant  sermons  nnder  the  influence  of  tobacco  smoke  ;  bat, 
says  Mr.  Solly,  '  the  end  of  that  man  is  not  yet  come.'  Whether 
tobacco  narcotises  preacher  or  hearer,  however,  we  are  told  that  H 
renders  '  comparatively  useless  the  best  endeavors  of -^  ministers  of 
religion.' 

**  Mr.  Solly  finds  that  in  habitnal  smokers  the  fances  are  always 
*  more  or  less  injected  and  rough,  presenting  the  appearance  of  a 
piece  of  dirty  red  velvet.'  He  conceives  that  this  is  not  a  mere  local 
congestion,  but  that '  it  exists,  more  or  less,  in  the  stomach  and  the 
rest  of  the  alimentary  canal.'  He  quotes  Mr.  Whitfield,  who  says 
that '  he  has  seen  three  cases  of  delirium  tremens  induced  by  tobacco 
smoke  alone.'  He  says  that  during  one  week  lately  he  was  '  con- 
sulted by  three  young  men  sufiering  from  seminal  weakness,  in  all 
of  whom  I  could  trace  this  drain  to  the  relaxing,  tnnervating  eSeei 
of  smoking.'  After  a  gentle  hint  to  young  men  that '  all  such  cases,' 
of  which  he  has  seen  many  of  late  years,  are  curable — he  promises 
facts  from  his  Hospital  practice,  proving  the  ill  effects  of  smoking, 
'  when  I  have  had  a  record  kept  of  its  effects  in  my  hospital  cases,' 
no  record  having,  apparently,  been  kept  as  yet.  In  private  he  sm 
he  has  seen  '  many  cases  of  amaurosis  caused  by  smoking.'  He 
knew  an  '  old  dresser,'  '  whose  health  improved  after  giving  up  smo* 
king  and  going  to  Brighton  for  change  of  air ;'  and  a  '  valued  ser- 
vant,' who,  after  he  had  abandoned  smoking,  was  '  an  altered  man.' 
These  are  really  all  the  facts — and  such  facts  ! — in  two  of  the  most 
wild,  illogical,  irrational  letters  we  ever  read  upon  any  Medical 
question. 

"  But  if  facts  are  wanting,  assertions  and  suppositions  are  not 
Mr.  Solly  says,  '  In  the  habitual  smoker  the  heart  is  irritable  and 
the  person  nervous,  the  pulse  frequently  intermittent,  and  irregular 
in  force  and  frequency.'  Had  he  said,  in  '  some  habitual  smokers,' 
this  statement  would  have  been  correct,  but  everybody  knows  habit- 
nal smokers  who  are  by  no  means  nervous  or  irritable,  and  whose 
pulse  is  normal.  Because  Lord  Raglan,  who  smoked  in  early  life, 
is  said  not  to  have  smoked  in  the  Crimea,  Mr.  Solly  supposes  this 
is  a  '  tacit  acknowledgment  that  smoking  interferes,  more  or  less, 
with  that  high  intellectual  activity  which  is  required  in  high  posi- 
tions.' It  would  be  just  as  logical  to  argue  that,  as  Lord  Baglan 
did  not  die  of  cholera  while  he  was  a  smoker,  he  would  have  been 
alive  now  if  he  had  not  given  up  his  cigar.  Logicians  of  the  Solly 
school  might  say  triomphantly,  '  Lord  Raglan  went  through  two 
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epidemics  of  cholera  in  England  while  he  was  a  smoker,  and  escaped.' 
He  went  to  the  Crimea,  gave  np  smoking,  and  when  cholera  came* 
he  died.  Is  not  this  a  tacit  acknowledgment  that  smoking  inter- 
feres more  or  less  with  that  high  intestinal  activity  which  is  required 
in  a  high  degree  of  cholera  V 

"  But,  perhaps,  the  most  amnsing  specimen  of  this  style  of  reason- 
ing is  the  reply  to  the  argument  that  a  '  certain  personage '  smokes 
without  detriment.  '  Oh,'  says  Mr.  Solly,  '  God  grant  that  it  may 
not  shorten  his  valuahle  life,  and  impair  his  nervous  system  !'  This 
is  only  to  he  equalled  hy  the  astounding  expression  of  helief,  that 
'  all  our  greatest  men,  I  mean  intellectually — statesmen,  lawyers, 
warriors,  physicians,  and  surgeons — ^have  either  not  heen  smokers, 
or  if  smokers,  that  they  have  died  prematurely/  Mr.  Solly's  phy- 
siology is  as  questionable  as  his  biography.  Nicotine  is  a  poison' 
80  is  the  empyreumatic  oil  of  tobacco,  and  '  tobacco  can  poison  by 
its  smoke  through  the  lungs ;'  every  smoker  knowing  that  the  smoke 
does  not  pass  into  the  lungs.  '  The  blood  really  is  poisoned  by 
tobacco,'  says  another  writer,  '  for  leeches  drop  off  dead  directly 
they  are  applied  to  smokers,  and  fleas  and  bugs,  whose  bites  on  the 
children  were  as  thick  as  measles,  rarely,  if  ever,  attack  the  smoking 
parent.'  Here  at  last  is  something  new  ;  but  is  it  true  ?  We  might 
repeat  the  same  question  upon  every  one  of  the  startling  assertions 
of  Mr.  Solly  and  his  school.    They  may  be  new,  but  are  they  true  ? 

''  Taking  a  general  view  of  the  discussion  in  the  pages  of  a  con- 
temporary, who  devotes  a  considerable  space  weekly  to  the  affairs  of 
tobacconists  and  cofiee-shops,  bakers  and  grocers,  oilmen  and  pastry 
cooks — and  admitting  the  purpose  of  the  principal  champions  to  be 

food — still  the  manner  in  which  they  seek  to  attain  their  object  is 
lameable.  Instead  of  arguing  the  question  in  a  calm,  philosophical 
spirit,  their  letters  teem  with  denunciations  based  on  facts  for  which 
they  are  indebted  almost  entirely  to  their  own  fertile  imaginations. 
The  effects  of  moderate  use  and  immoderate  abuse  are  jumbled 
together,  and,  if  the  conclusions  drawn  from  this  style  of  argument 
were  carried  out,  we  should  have  to  abolish  the  use  of  every  remedy 
which,  when  incautiously  used,  had  caused  death.  Opium,  chloro- 
form, digitalis  must  fall  with  tobacco.  Such  reasoning  will  not  do 
in  the  present  day.  We  must  have  (acts — real,  thoroughly-estab- 
lished facts — to  prove  that  the  use  of  tobacco  in  moderation  is  inju- 
rious, before  we  can  expect  to  aboligh  a  luxury  sanctioned  by  time 
tad  almost  universal  custom  in  varied  climates  and  among  the  most 
diverse  races.  When  such  facts  are  brought  forw^,  it  will  be  time 
to  join  in  the  new  crusade.  In  the  present  state  of  the  question,  we 
most  put  aside  all  that  is  new  as  not  true,  and,  taking  only  what  is 
troe,  maintain  the  doctrines  long  held  by  every  man  of  common 
aense  and  habit  of  observation,  regretting  that  the  tone  of  Medical 
Ulsraiare  has  been  lowered  in  the  recent  discossion  by  filling  pages 
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which  shonld  he  devoted  to  senous  argnment  addreesed  to  the  Pio-> 
fession,  with  agitating  addresses  to  the  pnhlie. 


The  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter  for  April  has  an  articia 
by  £dward  Parrish,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia,  "  On  Pharmacy  as  a 
Branch  of  Medical  Education/'  from  which  we  make  the  follawing 
extract : 

**  The  question  now  presented  is  this :  Has  not  the  time  arrived 
when  this  hranch  of  medical  knowledge  should  he  taken  directly  in 
hand  by  the  recognized  depositaries  of  medical  science  ?  Should 
not  the  reproach  be  removed  of  full  graduates  of  medicine  who  have 
never  made  a  pill,  or  even  written  a  correct  and  scientific  prescrip- 
tion ? 

"  The  Medical  College  of  Ohio  has  been  the  first  to  establish  a 
separate  lectureship  on  Pharmacy,  connected  with  a  laboratory  for 
practical  instruction  somewhat  on  the  plan  I  have  sketched ;  the 
appointment  is  filled  by  a  skillful  practical  pharmaceutist,  who  will 
no  doubt  improve  his  opportxmities  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the 
students  and  to  the  credit  of  the  school. 

"  Want  of  time,  which  is  the  only  argument  I  have  heard  niged 
against  the  adoption  of  Pharmacy  as  a  separate  branch  of  practical 
instruction,  is  of  lees  force  in  this  connection  than  in  almost  any 
other.  Pharmacy  might  appropriately  fill  up  hours  at  present  chieliy 
unoccupied  ;  it  requires  IKtle  reading,  only  an  occasional  lecture,  and 
is  otherwise  pursued  as  a  kind  of  recreation.  The  student  would  be 
upon  his  feet' during  most  of  the  time,  engaged  in  manual  exercise, 
and  relieving  the  tension  of  his  mind  by  the  exercise  of  his  powers 
of  observation,  and  by  instructive  conversation.  To  lessen  the  ex- 
pense, the  pharmaceutical  laboratory  might  be  in  connection  with 
the  dispensary,  now  almost  necessarily  connected  with  every  college. 
The  profession  of  Pharmacy,  being  thus  connected  by^ts  leadii^ 
members  with  medical  instruction,  could  not  fail  to  aid  in  the  advance 
of  therapeutical  as  well  as  pharmaceutical  science,  and  a  closer  union, 
it  is  hoped,  might  grow  up  in  efforts  to  improve  the  drug  market, 
and  to  overthrow  the  common  enemy — Quackery." 


A  few  we^a  since,  an  action  waa  brought,  at  the  Lyan 
County  Court,  England,  against  a  coal  dealer  for  compensation  far 
injuries  inflicted  by  his  cart  upon  a  child  aged  four  years.  Conflict- 
ing evidence  was  presented  as  to  the  extent  of  these  injuries.  Hie 
aenior  soi^geon  to  the  West  Norfolk  and  Lynn  Hospital,  and  the 
pliyaidan  and  koaae  anrgeon  to  the  same  Institution,  with  three 
other  medical  men,  deposed  that  no  fracture  had  occurred.    A  nata* 
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ral  bon^'Htter  was  the  chief  witness  to  prove  the  ezistenoe  of  a  frac* 
tare,  and  in  summing  up  the  case,  the  learaed  County  Court  Judge 
spoke  of  the  bone-setter  in  the  following  complimentary  terms: 
'*  This  hone-setter/'  said  the  Judge,  ''  seemed  to  have  some  good 
character  for  his  skill  in  sotting  bones,  and  although  he  had  not  the 
mtual  quaiification  of  a  surpeon,  was  no  doubt  a  person  of  conside- 
rable experience.  He  had  often  heard  of  men  who  were  called  bone- 
aetters,  who  showed  very  great  skill,  and  he  thought  it  very  likely 
this  gentleman  might  be  one  of  the  number  "!  We  know  not  how 
these  County  Court  Judges  attain  their  high  position  in  England  ; 
but  if  he  of  the  Lynn  County  Court  has  "the  usual  qualifications,' 
it  18  about  time  for  their  Coopers,  their  Brodies  and  their  Lawrences 
to  hide  their  diminished  heads.  What  an  inducement  does  such  con- 
duct offer  to  those  who  are  about  to  engage  in  the  study  of  our  pro- 
fiMsion  !  John  Hunter,  after  spending  several  years  in  the  dissect- 
iDg  room,  felt  diffident  of  his  qualifications,  yet  John  Hunter,  with 
the  Lynn  County  Judge,  would  have  stood  on  a  par  with  the  natu- 
ral bone-setter  I     0  tempora,  etc. 


Dr.  John  C.  Beck,  of  Cadiz,  Ind.,  has  recently  met  with  a 
mnarkable  arrangement  of  the  lai^  intestines.  The  coecum  was  in 
contact  with  the  stomach.  The  colon,  after  descending  as  usual  into 
{he  left  iliac  region,  made  a  well-marked  sigmoid  flexure,  and  dip- 
ped towards  the  pelvis,  when  it  ascended  on  the  right  side  until  it 
rMM^ied  the  liver.  It  then  doubled  on  itself  and  descended  to  the 
pelvis,  where  it  terminated  in  the  rectum.  The  Doctor  has  promised 
US  a  sketch  of  this  curious  anatomical  freak. 


Wuizer's  ** Radical  Cure**  qf  Eemia, — ^The  patient  on  whom  we 
performed  this  operation,  reported  in  oar  last  number,  left  the  hos- 
pital apparently  cured.  Being  an  intemperate  Aan,  he  drank  freely 
of  whisky  immediately  after  his  discharge,  and  engaged  in  a  desperate 
4ght  with  three  men,  who  twisted  hia  body  into  all  manner  of  forms. 
TUm,  together  with  his  own  violent  ezertiona,  brolra  up  the  recent 
•dhesiona.  We  foond  him  in  the  City  Prison,  saffsring  from  an 
Mack  of  deliriom  tremens,  and  the  hernia  in  the  inguinal  canal, 
dthoagh  protroding  nmch  less  than  bafore  the  operation. 
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Paris    Cvrrespondenee  of  the  NiuhvilU  Jomrtml  of  Medieim§,r^l 

write  now  from  the  veaerable  Quartier  Latin,  whera  I  am  ettab- 
lished  in  student's  lodgings,  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  the  intAod- 
ing  and  the  junior  members  of  our  profession.  It  is  indeed  pleas- 
ant to  be  once  more  enrolled  among  their  nmnber  and  to  enter  agani 
into  all  the  varieties  of  this  life  and  to  follpw  in  the  wake  of  Urn 
great  ornaments  of  our  science  in  this  city.  There  is  almost  sa 
unprecedented  number  of  English  and  American  medical  mea  hsn 
this  winter,  which  is  much  the  reverse  of  what  I  heard  stated  in 
America,  that  the  Parisian  school  had  much  fallen  off  in  r^^rd  to 
its  foreign  members.  The  number  of  students  of  all  classes  is  very 
large,  all  the  lectures  and  hospitals  are  well  attended,  and  it  is  not 
the  case  that  the  *'  internes"  of  the  hospitals  are  no  longer  allowed 
to  have  private  classes,  for  I  have  myself  attended  several  of  them. 
But  still  Paris  is  not  what  it  was.  The  expense  of  living  is  almost 
double.  For  instance,  a  room  that  four  years  ago  was  rented  at 
20  frs.  will  now  fetch  40 ;  the  dinners  we  had  then  for  I  fr.  25  eta. 
are  now  2  frs.;  and  a  bottle  of  wine  then  90  ots.  is  now  1  fr.  26 
cts.  These  few  items  will  serve  to  show  you  how  matters  ais 
changed.  I  have  a  very  good  room,  but  five  stories  up,  for  40  to. 
per  month ;  firing  costs  a  franc  to  14  a  day,  and  living  oomes  to 
about  5  frs.  extra  daily.  And  for  this  sum  I  have  but  the  meiS 
necessaries  of  life.  Books,  instruments,  etc.,  seem  as  cheap  as 
ever ;  and  as  the  student  has  nothing  to  pay  for  attendance  on 
hospitals  and  lectures,  we  may  look  on  the  Parisian,  as  compared 
with  London  or  Edinbuigh,  as  a  cheap  school  after  all.  Dissecting 
cards  40  frs.  a  month  and  the  supply  of  bodies  is  unlimited.  For 
the  private  classes  of  the  "  interns''  a  small  fee  is  required,  whidiis 
the  perquisites  of  the  ''  internes"  themselves. 

The  American  Medical  Society  still  exists  and  is  in  a  flourishing 
condition.  Unfortunately  I  can  not  say  the  same  for  its  parent^ 
the  English  Parisian  Medical  Society.  Owing  to  the  enormous 
rent  demanded  for  its  place  of  meeting,  it  was  broken  up  some 
time  ago,  but  as  there  is  a  very  large  number  of  Edinbuigh  and 
London  men  in  attendance  on  the  hospitals,  there  is  some  hope 
entertained  of  its  revival  about  the  commencements  of  the  year. 

At  La  Charity  we  have  just  now  the  physicians  Bonillaad  and 
Piorry.  The  latter  is  now  an  old  man,  but  still  as  expert  in  diag- 
nosis as  ever.  lie  handed  his  watch  the  other  day  in  the  wards  to 
a  student,  to  show  the  bystanders  in  what  an  incredibly  short  tims 
he  would  diagnose  a  new  case.  Yelpeau  is  also  there,  in  chaigs 
of  the  surgical  wards.  At  the  Hotel  Dieu,  we  have  Rostan  and 
Trousseau  as  physicians,  Laugier,  Jobert  and  Boyer  as  surgeons. 
Nelaton  the  surgeon  is  at  the  Clinique  de  la  Facdt^,  where  is  also 
Paul  Dubois,  the  accoucheur.  Cazenave  and  Ricord  teach  at  their 
respective  places.  Milne  Edwards  lectures  on  Zoology  at  the  Jardii 
des  Plantas,  Broigniart  the  Botanist,  holds  his  conrse  there  only  ia 


■iiiiin«r.  Bernard  gives  a  phy8ioI<M^cal  conrae  at  the  Imperial 
Bchool  of  France.  At  the  Ecole  de  Medioine  we  have  Bernard  the 
physiologist,  and  Jaijavy,  the  anatomist,  Wents,  the  ohemist^ 
Andrsl  the  pathologist,  and  Malgaigne,  the  surgeon.  The  numher 
of  lecturers  is  legion,  but  I  hope  I  have  mentioned  all  the  piinci- 
pal  ones. 

I  have  been  chiefly  occupied  in  attending  the  suigical  wards  in  the 
Hotel  Dieu,  and  go  daily  to  the  wards  of  M.  Jobert,  where  the 
number  of  English  and  American  students  far  out  number  that  of 
the  natives*  1  hope  to  write  to  you  soon  an  account  of  some  of  the 
eases  I  have  seen  treated  here,  but  the  present  letter  is  a  mere  colleo- 
tkm  of  gossiping  facts,  which,  however,  will  I  hope  not  prove 
uninteresting  to  those  at  a  distance.  I  must  tell  you  that  every  day 
my  sense  of  decorum  is  considerably  annoyed  by  the  presence  of  a 
fmiale  M.  D.,  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Paris,  what  would  be 
ealled  a  lady  in  America,  but  what  I  call  a  woman.  She  is  tall, 
imfeminine  and  ugly,  and  seems  to  me  lost  to  all  sense  of  that  deli* 
oacy  we  so  much  admire  in  the  female  character.  Some  one  told 
me  she  was  American,  but  this  a  New  Yorker  most  indignantly 
denied,  saying  she  was  Parisian,  which  for  the  honor  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  race  I  am  glad  to  believe.  I  saw  her  employed  on  one 
oecaaion  the  new  an»sthetic  a^t  iodoform,  a  teor-iodide  of  formyle. 
This  is  a  substance  obtained  m  yellowish  crystals,  which  are  pow« 
dered  and  mixed  with  a  quantity  of  axunge,  and  rubbed  on  the  part 
which  is  to  be  rendered  insensible.  I  saw  it  tried  in  a  case  of 
amputation  of  the  thigh,  in  which,  however,  it  entirely  failed.  I 
can  not  see  how  a  substance  so  applied  can  do  more  than  act  on  the 
cntaoeous  nerves.  Chloroform  is  used  here,  though  not  so  laigely 
aa  in  En^and,  and  the  surgeons  do  not  seem  to  give  enough,  but 
team  afraid  of  it. 

Undoubtedly  possessing  the  grsatftt  advantages,  the  best  teachers^ 
and  every  possible  opportunity  for  increasing  medical  acquirements, 
yet  I  would  indeed  reflect  long  before  allowing  the  uninformed  mind 
of  the  English  and  American  medical  student  to  enter  this  schooL 
With  the  graduate  and  the  practitioner  the  case  is  different.  He  is 
abk  to  eeiae  on  the  good  and  reject  what  is  bad.  I  do  not  allnds 
to  the  pleasures  and  temptations  of  this  great  capitsi,  these  are  to 
be  found,  more  or  less,  in  every  school  and  the  youth  has  every- 
where to  contend  with  them,  but  I  diode  to  the  points  of  practice 
which  he  will  see  all  around  him  here,  and  which  from  theu  being 
pMisian  he  will  naturally  be  inclined  to  consider  as  perfect ;  and 
vdesB  he  knows  that  they  are  condemned  at  home  he  will  b  e  too 

£to  fall  into  them.    For  instance,  we  find  IL  Ghassaig^ac,  at 
Hospital  LaRiboissiere,  amputating  limbs  by  the  application  of 
wdphorio  acid  till  put  a  stop  to  by  the  authorities,  and  now  oom- 
■seaeing  his  amputation  hj  breaking  the  bones  of  the  limb,  to 
fsaraul  dagger  from  jpymnm.    Agua  we  have  iodoform  rubbed 
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vpon  limbs  to  prodnoe  huwnsibility  to  pain,  (ther My,)  saddle* 
Tofonn  employed,  or  rather  not  employed  in  the  most  eulpaUs 
manner.  I  have  seen  within  the  last  tew  days  a  boy  soflfer  ainpit»- 
tion  of  the  thigh,  only  having  enough  of  the  aniesthetio  to  maki 
him  noisy,  not  to  deaden  the  pain.  I  saw  a  day  or  two  ago,  the 
nails  of  the  big  toes  pulled  oat  and  the  matrix  bnmed  out  with  a 
hot  iron,  and  the  operation  for  mptnred  parinenm  performed  with- 
out the  use  of  any  palliative  at  all,  exeept,  may  be,  some  haiah 
words  in  reply  to  their  agonizing  ories.  Then  instead  ci  the  neil 
and  dean  cold  water  dressing  we  are  in  the  habit  of  employiim^ 
we  find  here  large  patches  of  lint,  large  cushions  of  charpie,  yellow 
and  blue  pastes  and  unguents  and  perforated  cloths  applied  to  the 
healing  sores.  And  so  on.  Then  there  is  a  great  want  of  polite* 
ness  in  the  French  despite  the  name  they  have  got  for  it.  Tiny 
have  a  few  forms  it  is  true,  but  the  true  politeness  of  the  heart  thiy 
must  cross  the  Atlantic  to  learn.  The  medical  men  take  no  notios 
of  the  stranger  and  foreigner,  and  the  native  students  cmsh  and 
push  about  the  hospitals  and  theatres  in  such  a  manner  that  instead 
of  180  seeing  a  patient  as  might  be,  five  or  six  see  the  case,  tbeiest 
see  only  a  sea  of  hats  and  heads.  But  still  for  special  branekes, 
there  is  notwithstanding  I  believe  no  school  like  Paris,  provided  the 
student  be  not  ignorai^  of  his  subject  before  hand.  I  will  now  teil 
how  an  operation  is  performed  at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  which  I  am 
in  the  habit  of  frequenting,  and  show  you  how  things  really  aie 
done  in  Paris.  The  operation  I  have  chosen  is  that  for  pteryginm. 
The  patient  is  a  man.  He  is  seated  in  a  chair  and  all  tne  stodsnti 
press  so  as  to  render  it  scarcely  possible  for  the  operator  or  his 
assistants  to  move.  Two  idiotic  looking  dreAsers  or  $sitrm$$ 
attempt  to  jseparate  the  eyelids.  The  man  always  shuts  his  eyes 
so  that  the  externes  can  not  hold  the  eyelids.  This  enrages  M* 
Jobert,  who  screames  out  that  he  will  tie  him  down  like  a  chiU  of 
two  days  old,  and  then  sticks  his  finger  into  his  eye.  The  dresssis 
can  not  keep  the  eyes  open,  so  they  have  to  use  instmments  for  the 
purpose,  and  then  after  they  have  nearly  torn  the  poor  man's  efs* 
fids  off,  and  overyear  rings  with  his  screams,  M.  Jobert  commenoBS 
and  cuts  the  pterygium  at  both  ends,  applies  caustic,  and  after  pal- 
ting  a  plug  ot  lint  into  the  man's  eye,  tells  him  to  go  home  to  his 
mother.  8uch  is  the  real  way  things  are  done  across  the  Atlaatio 
which  we  little  suspect  when  we  read  of  Paris  and  Parisian  snrgseos. 
M.  Jobert  is  a  very  good  surgeon,  neither  too  rash  nor  too  eoussrva- 
tive,  though  somewhat  cruel.  I  have  noticed  lately  in  his  waids 
some  tsases  of  interest.  Ton  know  he  has  gained  considerable  rspa- 
tation  from  his  success  in  performing  plastio  operations  on  the 
£Bmale  genitalp*  Of  these  I  have  seen  a  good  many.  In  the  open* 
tion  for  lacerated  perineum,  the  edges  of  the  lacerated  portion  ait 
oarefully  pared,  and  the  two  raw  edges  broiight  together,  and  it  if 
with  v^gard  to  the  siitiirs  that  IL  Jobert  lays  so  mack  atnsa.    Iki 
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needle  le  entered  throngli  tlie  skin  and  superficial  part  of  the  wound 
and  before  connecting  the  one  with  the  other,  he  pushes  the  noedle 
through  the  deeper  structures  of  the  perineum  of  both  sides,  and 
then  Uirough  the  superficial  part  of  the  other  side.  Thus  the  one 
mitare  is  finished  and  by  this  means  the  deeper  parts  of  the  wound 
tie  kept  in  contact  To  assist  in  the  close  approximation  of  the 
parts,  a  cut  is  made  in  the  perineum  on  each  side  of  the  sutures, 
io  as  to  relax  the  tissues  and  to  prevent  the  lips  of  the  wound  from 
being  drawn  asunder.  He  after  treatment  consists  in  keeping  the 
I^  well  tied  together  and  the  parts  nice  and  clean.  On  the  same 
principle  the  operations  for  recto-vaginal  and  vesico-vaginal  and 
ntero-vesical  fistulas  are  performed,  and  almost  with  constant  suc- 
eess,  though  one  of  the  women  died  from  peritonitis  following  the 

r  ration  for  vesico-vaginal  fistula.  In  ulceration  of  the  os  uteri 
Jobert  almost  always  employs  the  actual  cautery.  He  intro- 
duces a  large  sized  speculum  and  through  this  the  hot  iron,  and 
Immediately  after  he  svringes  the  spot  with  cold  water.  The 
patients  do  not  receive  chloroform,  nor  do  they  seem  much  incon- 
venienced by  the  operation.  If  the  ulceration  be  not  excessive,  he 
S plies  a  strong  solution  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  and  then  washes 
part  with  cold  water.  I  may  notice  a  curious  case  of  priapism, 
which  has  been  a  considerable  time  in  the  Hotel  Dieu.  A  man 
was  admitted  under  these  circumstances.  He  had  been  sufiering 
imder  continual  priapism  for  fifteen  days  previous  to  admission. 
On  questioning  him,  no  cause  could  be  traced  to  account  for  it.  He 
said  ne  had  sunered  a  day  or  two  from  the  same  two  or  three  years 
•go.  The  penis  was  very  hard  and  so  painful  that  the  man  could 
■caroely  move  or  sleep.  Chloroform  was  rubbed  over  it,  but  with 
no  effect  Acetate  of  lead  lotion  was  tried,  but  also  failed.  About 
eighteen  days  after  admission,  the  penis  swelled  up  to  an  immense 
■ise.    It  was  now  lanced,  it  bled  a  good  deal,  and  after  a  time 

apurated,  still  however  remaining  some  time  swollen.  The  man 
ered  severe  pain  at  the  root  of  the  penis  and  in  the  groin,  for 
which  he  was  leeched.  Gradually  the  swelling  diminished  and  six 
or  seven  weeks  after  admission  he  left  the  hospital,  his  penis  in  its 
natural  state,  although  still  somewhat  uneasy.  The  frosty  weather 
has  given  rise  to  a  considerable  number  of  fractures  of  various 
forms.  Fracture  of  the  fibula  is  treated  without  a  splint  turning 
the  toes  in  an  extension  from  the  ankle.  Fracture  of  the  olecranon 
Is  treated  merely  by  extension,  and  of  the  patella  by  extension  and 
the  parts  kept  in  opposition  by  appropriate  bandaging.  There  was 
.  ft  case  of  inflammation  of  the  sheaths  of  the  tendons  of  the  wrist, 
which  in  a  small  degree  constitutes  whitlow,  but  when  exaggerated 
is  a  very  intractable  disease,  the  parts  are  swollen,  and  verv  tender 
on  presaore,  then  supnration  takes  place,  with  a  continual  ooaiqg 
of  pus.  Incisions  into  the  part  seem  of  no  avail.  Cataplasms 
•le  the  best  remedy,  but  often  amputation  has  to  be  had  recourse 
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io.  I  liav«  seen  too  a  curioiu  case  of  tbe  somewhat  rare  complaiiii 
of  ossified  veins.  In  this  the  spermatic  veins  were  affected  and  ths 
patient  snffered  no  inconvenience  from  it.  There  were  several  casas 
of  senile  gangrene  lately  nnder  treatment  In  operating  for  exti^ 
nal  piles  M.  Jobert  nses  a  small  shield  made  of  silver  which  incaMi 
the  pile  and  isolates  it  from  the  skin,  so  that  on  the  application  of 
canstic  the  pile  alone  is  destroyed.  There  has  been  too  a  carioof 
case  of  artincial  anus  at  the  nmbilicqs ;  the  patient  was  an  oU 
woman,  the  canse  having  apparently  been  nmbilical  hernia,  ^bam 
was  also  lately  a  death  from  tetanqs,  and  one  from  eneeph^oid 
enlargement  of  all  the  glandular  system. 

M.  M.  Nelaton  and  Dubois  now  conduct  the  cliniqne  in  the  Hoa- 
pital  de  la  Faculty.  The  former  is  a  highly  conservative  Bnigeoa» 
and  a  very  good  lecturer.  Both  of  these  gentlemen  seem  great 
favorites  of  the  students,  and  their  wards  are  constantly  fdl.  IL 
Yelpeau  is  at  the  Hospital  de  la  Charity  but  I  have  not  found  mndi 
of^  interest  in  his  wards.  At  the  same  institution  is  M.  Pionj, 
Here  he  daily  percusses  and  auscultates  with  his  extraordinary  nicely 
of  touch  and  hearing,  which  seems  incredible  to  the  on-looker»  awi 
I  doubt  whether  anv  of  his  students  will  rival  him.  His  power  of 
diagnosis  is  certainly  extraordinary,  but  he  seems  to  pay  bnt  littb 
attention  to  treatment  Every  oigan  of  the  bo4y  is  open  to  him* 
He  percusses  calculi  in  the  gall  bladder,  the  eapra  renal  capsnkip 
the  brain,  and  as  his  atlas  du  Plessimatrisme  shows,  the  condition 
of  every  oigan  is  revealed  to  his  ear. 

M.  Milne  Edwards  has  received  the  golden  medal  of  the  London 
Boyal  Society. 

The  Hospital  de  la  Pitie  is  extremely  crowded,  far  too  much,  u 
the  wards  are  close  in  the  extreme,  the  beds  too  numerous  and  all 
with  curtains :  tbe  mortality  also  very  great,  M.  Bicord  is  still  at 
the  Hospital  de  Midi,  but  does  not  lecture  in  winter.  He  is  making 
investigation  at  present  regarding  the  amount  of  ffonorrhoia  in  Parif» 
which  is  said  to  be  on  the  increase.  The  Children's  Hospital  and 
St.  Louis  I  have  found  very  good.    There  is  no  special  hospital  for 

?e  diseases,  but  the  cases  are  scattered  in  the  various  institutions, 
am  not*  aware  of  any  other  news  of  interest^  so  will  subscribs 
myself  sincerely  yours.  M. 


Death  from  Amylene  / — ^We  copy  from  the  London  IfodBed 

TbneB  and  GazetU,  for  April,  18,  the  following  important  aoconnt 

written  by  Dr.  Snow,  of  a  recent  fatal  oase  from  the  new  annthetis: 

In  speaking  of  amylene  in  my  paper  published  in  Jannaiy,  I 
aaid,  **  While  I  cannot  venture  to  predict  for  it  the  absolute  s«i^ 
wUoh  seems  to  attend  sulphuric  ether  under  all  eircnmstancBs^  I 
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eoiifidetiily  trast  ttat  it  will  ba  perfectly  safe  wHb  Mfeful  manage- 
ment ;**  and,  farther,  "  It  is  my  opinion,  that  the  cold  prodnced 
daring  its  evaporation  wonld,  in  all  the  ordinary  methods  of  inha« 
Imtion,  prevent  the  air  taking  ap  a  quantity  of  rapor  which  wonld 
le  dangeroas/'  Mr.  Clarke,  of  Bristol,  in  a  paper  published  in 
HbB  BritUk  Medical  Jaumai  (Maroli  28),  says  of  amylene,  *^ll 
ieemed  impossible  to  get  too  mnch  into  the  system,  and  with  thi<t  I 
kave  been  greatly  impreesed ;  it  is  this  fact  that  appears  to  me  Co 
promise  an  immunity  from  danger.  It  requires  to  be  given  almost 
aniBtsrmittiQgly,  and  requires  the  same  amount  of  attention  to  keep 
np  its  efibcts  as  chloroform  does  to  keep  the  patient  safe.  The 
dUioction  of  the  attention,  however,  is  one  less  calculated  to  give 
anxietv.''  Dr.  Debout  stated,  as  the  result  of  some  experiments  on 
animals,  in  which  be  was  assisted  by  M.  Doroy,  that  if  it  sufficed 
to  douUe  the  quantity  of  chloroform  in  order  to  transfoim  the 
•luesthetic  dose  of  that  agent  into  a  poisonous  dose,  it  was  necessary 
to  quadruple  that  of  ether,  and  to  quintuple  that  of  amylene,  in 
dfder  to  arrive  at  the  same  result,  and  that,  therefore,  the  innocuout- 
lieas  of  the  new  agent  waH  still  greater  than  that  of  sulphuric  ether.* 
In  a  paper  which  Professor  Tourdes,  of  Btrasboutg,  i^  before  the 
Aeademy  of  Medicine  of  Riris,  ho  oame  to  the  conclusion,  from  a 
aeries  of  experiments  and  observations,  that  ''  amylme'was  evidently 
Aiooh  less  dangerous  than  chloroform,  perhaps  even  than  ether.^'l 
In  •  subeequent  paper,  M.  Tourdes  says  that  the  innocuousness  of 
amylene  is  indicated  theoretically  by  the  insolubility  and  volatility 
of  that  substAnee  ;  but  this^is  a  mistake ;  the  insolubility  and  vola- 
tility which  are  a  cause  of  the  prompt  recovery  of  the  patient,  as 
I  have  explained,  are  also  a  cause  of  its  quicker  action,  and  demand 
greater  care  in  its  administration ;  so  that  whatever  safety  amylene 
t»oesesse8  is  not  a  oonsequenoe  of  these  properties,  but  rather  exists 
MOtwithstanding  they  are  present. 

These  sanguine  expectations  of  the  French  investigators,  and 
my  own  more  moderate  hopes,  havebeen  greatly  disappointed  by  ai 
accident  which  has  happwied  in  my  own  hands,  since  the  last  paM 
of  my  paper  was  in  print.  Mr.  Fergusson  requested  me  to  assisH 
kfm  on  the  7th  instant,  in  a  case  of  a  gentleman  on  whftm  he  wai 
about  to  operate  for  fistula  in  ano.    The  patient  was  88  years  of 

Sand  was  in  good  health,  with  the  exception  of  the  local  com* 
mt,  although  he  had  lived  somewhat  freely.  Mr.  Fergusson 
Examined  the  patient's  chest  the  day  before  the  operation,  and  found 
llie  aonnds  of  the  heart  to  be  normal.  I  felt  bis  pulse  just  before 
ha  began  to  inhale.  It  was  natural,  but  somewhat  accelerated,  as 
vsoally  happens  just  before  an  operation.  He  was  lying  on  his 
aide  in  bed.     A^boot  six  fluid  drachms  of  amylene  were  put  into 

p.JSC 
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the  inhaler,  (I  never  intentionally  nae  all  I  pot  bt,  hot  add  move 

before  the  paper  becomoR  dry, )  and  he  breathed  aleadily  and  gently« 

The  valve  was  gradually  advanced  over  the  opening  in  the  faee- 

piece  till  it  about  three-quarters  covered  it»  and  tna  patient  appMunsi 

to  become  quietly  unconscious  in  about  two  minntee.    He  breathed 

quickly  for  a  few  inspirationsjust  as  he  appeared  tobeconie  micoii- 

acious.    Jast  after  this,  Mr.  Fergusson  came  and  felt  the  patient's 

pulse,  and  he  says  it  was  very  good.    I  felt  it  also.    I  looked  al 

my  watch  at  this  time,  and  it  was  two  minutes  and  a  half  or  two 

and  three  quarters  from  the  beginniog  of  the  inhalation.    Mr.  Fer- 

gnsson  commenced  to  use  the  probe,  and  finding  the  patient  did 

not  flinch,  he  b^an  to  use  the  bistoury.    Mr.  P.  0.  Prioe  aaaiated. 

at  the  operation.    I  held  the  patient's  thigh  with  one  hand,  aa  I 

often  do  in  such  an  operation,  lest  he  should  flinch.    He  did  not 

flinch,  however,  but  kept  his  limbs  tense,  without  moving  than* 

Just  at  this  moment  I  observed  that  the  valve  of  the  iaoe-piece, 

which  I  had  left  three-quarters  covering  the  opening,  had  moved  so 

as  to  cover  it  entirdy,  but  I  cannot  say  whether  or  not  the  patienl 

had  taken  an  inspiration  a  little  stronger  than  I  intended,  and 

thought  nothing  of  the  matter,  as  I  have  frequently  had  to  doee  the 

valve  completely  in  giving  amylene.    It  could  not,  however*  heve 

been  many  seconds  in  that  position,  for  I  paid  no  attention  to  the 

operation,  except  so  much  as  was  requisite  to  guide  me  in  what  I 

was  doing.    The  inhalation  was  discontiuned  at  the  moment  I  have 

mentioned,  and  on  looking  round  directly  after  I  found  that  the 

operation,  which  had  apparently  been  but  one  incision,  was  finiahed. 

I  now  began  to  feel  for  the  pulse,  more  out  of  constant  habit,  and 

from  a  scientific  curiosity,  than  from  any  sappoeed  neoesaity  of 

doing  so.    Although  it  had  been  good  only  hall  a  minute  befoni^  I 

could  not  find  it  in  the  left  wrist,  and  only  a  slight  fluttw  in  the 

right  one.    His  breathing  was,  however  good,  indeed  quite  natural, 

and  he  did  not  seem  even  to  be  very  insensible,  for  tbere  was  aome 

motion  both  of  his  features  and  limbs  as  if  he  were  about  to  awake. 

I  watched  the  patient  with  great  anxiety,  thinking  that  surely  his 

good  and  natural  breathing  woald  restore  the  pulse,  and  fediqgthat 

•t  all  events  this  superseded  any  other  measures  at  die  moment.    In 

two  or  three  minutes,  however,  he  seemed  to  be  getting  more  inaan** 

sible  ;  he  did  not  wink  on  the  edge  of  the  eyelids  being  touched,  and 

the  breathing  was  getting  slower  and  deeper.    I  cdUed  Mr.  Fer- 

gusson's  attention  to  the  patient,  and  both  he,  who  was  prspariqg 

to  go  away,  and  Mr.  Prioe,  who  had  all  the  time  been  standmg  by 

the  patient,  were  surprised  to  find  that  anything  could  be  wrong,  ae 

ilbey  had  seen  the  patient  going  on  apparently  so  well,  not  <mlj 

during  the  inhalation,  but  i^ter  it  was  discontinued.    They  dashed 

oold  water  in  his  face,  which  did  not  seem  to  have  any  efiect.    Hia 

countenance  was  now  livid,  and  his  breathing  of  a  gasping  chmrae- 

ter.    It  soon  b^gan  to  leave  off,  with  the  exception  «  deep,  diatnl. 


gasping  inBpirations,  and  we  therefore  hegn^n  to  perform  artificial 
respiration,  by  Dr.  Marshall  Hall's  method,  placing  him  in  tho 
prone  position,  and  bringing  him  partly  ronnd,  while  Mr.  Prioe 
kept  the  month  open.  The  air  conld  lie  distinctly  heard  passing 
ihrongh  the  larynx  during  this  motion.  We  also  tried  pressing  om 
the  chest  with  the  head  on  one  side  and  the  month  open,  which 
answered  very  well  as  regarded  the  ingress  and  egress  of  air.  Infla- 
tion from  month  to  month  was  tried,  bat  did  not  seem  to  answer 
so  well.  Althongh  deep  gasping  inspirations  were  made  by  the 
patient  till  folly  ten  minutes  had  elapsed  from  the  failnre  of  the 
pnlse,  the  measures  used  had  no  efi^t ;  I  believe  that  I  heard  a  fee- 
ble motion  of  the  heart  even  after  this  period ;  and,  as  Mr.  Fer- 
gnsson  perceived  a  slight  pulsation  at  the  same  time  in  the  right 
wrist,  I  was  probably  not  mistaken.  There  was  no  further  signs 
of  life  after  this,  although  the  artificial  respiration  was  continued 
for  a  long  time.  I  am  quite  sure  as  to  the  length  of  time  respira- 
tion continued  after  the  failure  of  the  heart's  action.  The  pulse 
ceased  to  be  distinctly  perceptible  at  ten  minutes  before  five,  and 
the  patient  was  still  breathing  at  five  o'clock.  He  had  not  taken 
food  for  some  hours,  but  drank  a  pint  bottle  of  ale  a  little  while 
before  the  operation.  A  good  portion  of  amylene  remained  in  the 
inhaler  after  it  had  been  uncovered  for  an  hour  and  half. 

There  was  an  examination  of  the  body  forty-eight  hours  after 
death.  The  body  was  rigid.  There  was  a^good  amount  of  faf 
beneath  the  integuments.  The  cartilages  of  the  ribs  were  ossified. 
The  lungs  were  large,  and  did  not  collapse  ;  they  completely  filled 
the  cavity  of  the  chest,  and  seemed  by  their  texture  to  be  emphyse- 
matous, although  there  were  no  laige  cells  on  the  surface,  lliero 
was  a  little  congestion  at  the  posterior  surface  of  the  left  one,  other- 
wise they  were  not  very  vascular.  There  was  a  little  clear  fluid  in 
the  pericardium.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  fat  on  the  surface  of 
the  heart,  which  was  somewhat  larger  than  natural.  It  was 
removed  by  cutting  the  great  vessels  before  it  was  opened,  and  in 
lemoving  it  three  or  four  ounces  of  dark  colored  fluid  blood 
escaped.  The  right  ventricle  was  somewhat  dilated,  otherwise  the 
beart  was  healthy ;  the  walls  of  the  left  ventride  seemed  very  thick, 
Vuft  it  was  contracted,  so  as  almost  to  obliterate  the  cavity.  The 
Kver  was  vascular,  dark  colored,  and  friable.  The  stomach  was 
healthy,  and  contained  only  a  little  mucus.  The  organs  were  not 
examined.    There  was  no  odor  of  amylene  in  the  body. 

Although  I  used  every  care  and  attention  in  this  case  which 

farmed  to  be  pbssible,  I  cannot  attribute  the  patient's  death  to  any 

.  ether  cause  than  the  amylene.    The  failure  of  the  pulse  took  place 

at  the  moment  when  the  operation  was  performed ;  but,  as  the 

patient  was  unconscious,  I  can  hardly  connect  the  the  two  events** 
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or  I  might  illustrate  the  caie  hy  one  wbidi  I  witneeeed  two  orthrat 
years  ago.  In  that  case  the  Surgeon  perfomed  an  operation  for 
fistnla,  before  the  patient  was  nnconscions,  in  mistake,  and  iaino* 
diately  afterwards  the  patient,  a  youngish  man,  went  throi^  the 
process  of  appaiently  dying;  hut,  fortunately,  gave  a  gaap  aad 
recovered.  He  then  told  ns  what  I  yery  well  knew,  that  be  had  Ml 
the  pain  of  the  operation.  He  said  that  he  did  not  complaint  as  ha 
expected  to  feel  it ;  fot  he  could  not  bdiere  what  had  been  toU  bias 
about  chloroform. 

I  believe  the  patient  had  emphysema  of  the  hmgB.  Thera  waa 
BO  such  force  used  in  the  artificial  respiration  as  could  permanently 
dilate  the  air-cells,  and  the  dilation  of  the  right  ventricle  indicataa 
some  chronic  obstruction  to  the  pulmonary  circulatian.  In  com* 
menting  on  a  case  of  death  from  chloroform,  whioh  occnrred  at  the 
Mauritius,  I  made  the  following  remarks  :*  "The  reporter  ooasidr 
Med  that  the  emphysema  was  the  cause  of  deaths  by  interfering  with 
expiration,  and  thus  detaining  the  vapor ;  and  it  most  be  admitted 
that,  if  the  vapor  were  not  sufficiently  diluted  with  air,  the  emphy* 
sema  would  increase  the  danger.  At  the  same  time  I  have  hiad 
praotical  experience  to  show,  that  when  it  is  sufficiently  diluted,  it 
may  be  safdy  inhaled,  even  in  extreme  cases  of  emphysema." 

The  continuance  of  respiration  so  long  after  the  boart  is  ptralyasd, 
in  the  case  I  have  related  above,  and  in  some  deaths  whioh  kave 
happened  from  chloroform,  is  an  extremely  curious  event  It  proves 
that  some  little  circulation  must  be  still  going  on  through  the  brain, 
and,  in  fact,  the  slight  fluttering  pulse  and  feeble  sounds  of  the 
heart  once  or  twice  heard  indicate  this  ;  but,  under  theae  circnm* 
stances,  why  does  not  the  heart  itself  recover  ?  If  the  cireolatioii 
were  going  on  in  the  coronary  arteries,  it  might  be  expected  thai 
the  blood  from  the  lungs,  which  has  been  aerated  by  respiration  and 
freed  from  the  narcotic  vapor,  would  restore  the  action  of  the  heart. 
Dr.  Cockle  has  expressed  the  opinion,  which  is  very  probable,  that 
the  blood  enters  tlra  coronary  arteries  in  a  retrograde  manner,  during 
the  disastole  of  the  ventricles,  when  the  aorta  and  such  great  arisriea 
are  contracting  on  their  contents ;  if  so,  with  a  very  feeble  eircnla- 
tion,  the  elasticity  of  the  aorto,  perhaps,  cannot  sc^ciently  act  to 
cause  a  backward  current,  and  perhaps,  also,  the  over  narootiam  of 
the  heart  is  itself  an  obstacle  to  the  coronary  circulation,  by  the 
congestion  in  the  capillary  system  which  always  attenda  on  naico- 
tism. 

The  above  accident  happened  in  the  144th  case  in  whidi  I  have 
administered  amylene.  It  is  impossible  to  form  an  average  trom  a 
single  case.  I  do  not  know  any  reason  why  an  accident  like  the 
above  might  not  have  occurred  in  one  of  the  early  cases  in  whidi.  I 
Was  giving  chloroform,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  why  I  might  not 
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bftTB  been  aUe  to  go  on  for  fonr  or  five  yean  at  a  time  administer* 
ing  amylene»  without  any  approach  to  an  accident.  The  inveetiga* 
tion  of  this  agent  has  been  actively  up  on  the  Continent,  and  the 
extent  to  which  it  will  nltimatdy  be  used  will  probably  not  be 
much  infloenoed  by  the  occurrence  I  have  had  to  relate. 


Death  foUofrin^  tk$  Inhalation  of  Chloroform  in  Surreal  Ope- 
rations. — ^Mr.  T.  Holmes  has  published  (British  Medical  Journal, 
Jan.  24,  1857)  a  table  of  deaths  under  the  inHuence  of  chloroform, 
in  the  years  1853,  1854  and  1855,  which,  with  the  table  published 
in  the  Association  Medical  Journal  for  1853,  p.  131,  contain  the 
records  of  fifty  deaths  under  chloroform,  occurring  during  the  eight 
years,  1848  to  1855,  inclusive.  In  thirty-nine  of  these,  post-mortem 
examinations  were  made ;  in  the  great  majority  the  chloroform  was 
given  by  qualified  medical  men. 

The  following  summary  of  these  tables  is  given  (British  Medical 
Journal,  Feb.  21,  1857,)  by  Mr.  Holmes : 

"  1.  Sex. — ^This  is  noted  in  44  cases  :  21  were  males,  23  females* 

2.  Affe. — All  were  persons  in  the  middle  period  of  life ;  no  chil* 
dren,  and  only  one  man  above  the  age  of  60. 

8.  Most  of  the  operations  were  of  a  comparatively  trifling  char- 
acter. 

4.  The  chloroform  was  given  on  a  handkerchief,  cloth,  towel,  or 
piece  of  lint,  in  27  cases  ;  on  a  sponge  in  4 ;  on  an  inhaler  or  oher 
apparatus  (not  described)  in  8 ;  on  Dr.  Snow's  inhaler  in  8.    In  8 
cases  the  apparatus  is  not  specified. 

5.  The  quantity  used  was  3j  and  under  in  18  cases ;  3ij  and  under 
in  12  ;  3ij  to  Jss  in  8  ;  a  larger  quantity  in  8 ;  not  specified,  14. 

6.  The  time  is  noted  in  82  cases :  2  minutes  and  under  in  15 
cases ;  2  to  5  minutes  in  6  cases ;  5  to  10  minutes  in  6  cases ;  above 
10  minutes  in  5  cases  (in  one  of  them,  40  minutes.) 

7.  The  symptoms  are  intelligibly  described  in  86  cases. 

In  19  there  was  no  previous  struggle  ;  in  all  of  these,  ej^ceptond, 
the  pnlse  ceased  before  or  at  the  same  time  with  the  inspiration. 

In  17  there  was  previous  struggle  ;  in  4  of  these,  lividity  and  CuIt 
mn  of  respiration  was  next  noticed  ;  in  18,  failure  of  the  pulse,  or 
of  the  bleeding  from  the  wound,  generally  preceded  by  pallor. 
■    8.  Of  83  case,  in  which  post-mortem  examinations  were  made  ; 

eu  Eight,  via  :  Nos.  15,  22,  81,  82,  84,  42,  46,  50,  showed  no 
appreciable  morbid  appearances,  i.  e.,  referable  to  chloroform  ;  for 
one  (No.  84)  is  said  to  have  represented  extravasation  of  blood  in 
ibe  spbal  canal. 

L  The  heart  is  reported  soft  or  flaccid  in  10  cases,  Nos.  8,  9, 16, 
19,  20,  28,  24.  27,  80,  48  ;  fatty  in  9,  Nos.  26»  29,  83,»  85,  86, 
87, 88,*  41,  45.  The  cases  marked  thus  *  were  two  of  the  oldest 
paUeoti  in  tlie  list,  and  tlie  morbid  appearance  seems  not  to  have 
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exceeded  tbe  traces  of  tMj  d^;eneration  ntnanj  found  at  that  pviod 
of  life.  The  heart  was  flaccid  and  empty  in  7  cases*  Nos.  2*  6,  8^ 
9,  10,  14,  48 ;  full  in  1.  No.  1. 

The  blood  was  osaallj  fluid ;  air  was  found  in  it  in  8  cases.  Not. 
2,  5,  24. 

e.  The  lungs  were  congested  in  14  cases,  Nos.  1»  2»  5,  8,  9,  10^ 
16, 19,  20,  23,  28,  45,  46,  50. 

d.  The  brain  was  congested  in  7  cases,  Nos.  1,  14,  16,  20,  28» 
28,  44. 

e.  Other  viscera  were  congested  in  6  cases,  Nos.  1,  10, 16,  20« 
24,  80. 

/.  There  was  organic  disease  in  four  cases  besides  that  of  tte 
heart,  viz  :  aneurism.  No.  89 ;  phthisis.  No.  8  ;  atheiomatoas  arte- 
ries, Nos.  83,  88.  The  latter  had  also  granular  d^neration  of  the 
kidneys.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  latter  two  had  also  fallj 
d^neration  of  the  heart,  but  to  a  slight  extent 

In  considering  the  results  of  the  tables  of  which  a^snmmaij  is 
here  given,  th^re  is  one  thing  which  must,  I  think,  attract  the  attsa- 
tion  of  eveiT  reader :  I  mean  the  fact  that  no  child  or  any  old  peisoB 
died  from  the  administration  of  chloroform.  This  is  a  forcible  com- 
firmation  of  the  view  which  I  was  endeavoring  to  enforcsian  my  pre- 
vious communication,  viz :  that  most  of  the  fmial  accidenta  from 
chloroform  have  arisen  from  some  imperfection  in  the  method  of  its 
administration,  and  are  not  to  be  regarded  as  unavoidable  reenlts  of 
its  continued  use,  when  that  method  shall  have  become  better  ondei^ 
stood  and  more  carefully  followed.  Otherwise,  what  cause  can  ha 
given  for  the  exemption  which  children  have  enjoyed  ?  Ghlorofom 
is  given  even  more  frequently  to  children  than  to  adults,  as  the  in- 
tractability of  the  former  renders  its  use  necessary  or  expedient  ia 
many  minor  operations  (such  as  passing  sounds,  exploring  diseased 
parts,  etc. )  wlM^re  it  is  not  employed  in  the  latter.  Children,  agatn, 
are  affectea  by  a  less  Quantity  of  chloroform  than  adults,  and  avs 
generally  more  exposea  to  the  influence  of  narcotics  ;  so  that,  on  idl 
accounts,  we  should  have  expected  a  more  than  proportionate  mor- 
tality among  them ;  instead  of  which,  no  case  is  found  reported  ia 
eiffht  years.  I  can  hardly  imagine  any  cause  for  this,  exempt  that 
which  is  found  in  the  fact  that  every  one  is  aware  of  the  tadKtj 
with  which  children  are  narcotized,  the  danger  of  an  over-doee,  aid 
consequently  the  necessity  of  caution ;  and  it  is  not  an  unfair  infer- 
ence that,  if  this  caution  were  more  generally  exercised,  the  number 
of  deaths  would  be  much  reduced.  ^Hie  same  observations  upply  to 
the  other  extreme  of  life.  At  any  rate,  we  may  say  that  our  pniesat 
experience  negatives  the  doctrine  which  has  been  sometimes  pro- 
pounded, that  the  extremes  of  age  are  contra-indications  in  the  nae  of 
chloroform.''-^  Ftr.  Med,  Journal. 

Mr.  Paget's  fatal  case  was  in  a  boy  nine  years  old,  and  frse  from 
organic  disease. — Ed. 


iSulpkur  ExUmally  th  ih^  Cure  of  J?A«ttnia<Mm.— Sulphur  is  an 
old  ai^d  favorite  remedy  in  many  forma  of  rheamatiem,  and  in  none 
more  so  than  in  sciatica*  Usually,  however,  it  is  administered 
internally,  and  we  do  not  remember  having  seen  it  made  use  of  in 
the  mods  in  which  it  is  employed  by  Dr.  Foller,  at  St.  Gkorge'a 
hospital.  If  the  sciatic  nerve  is  the  part  implicated,  Dr.  Fuller 
orders  the  whole  of  the  affected  limb  to  be  encased  in  flannel,  thickly 
sprinkled  with  precipitated  sulphur.  This  flannel  is  kept  in  its  place 
by  means  of  a  oandage,  and  the  whole  limb  thus  bandaged  is  "  cov« 
ered  with  oiled  silk  or  gutta  percha,  which  has  the  effect,  not  only 
of  increasing  the  warmth  and  confining  the  vapor  of  the  sulphur^ 
but  also  of  obviating  the  disagreeable  odor  consequent  on  the  appli- 
eation  of  the  remedy.  This  bandage  should  be  kept  applied  day  and 
night.  Contrary  to  what  might  be  expected,  a  priori,  absorption 
of  the  sulphur  takes  place  rapidly,  and  the  breath,  the  urine,  the 
secretions  from  the  bowels,  and  the  cutaneous  ezhaJation,  unmis- 
takably attest  its  presence  in  the  system."  (Dr.  Fuller  "  On  Rheu- 
matism, Eheumatic  Gout,  and  Sciatica,"  ed,  2,  p.  456,  7. 

If  the  pain  is  seated  in  the  shoulders,  or  other  parts  to  which  the 
folphur  can  not  be  applied  in  the  mode  above  specified.  Dr.  Fuller 
orders  the  compound  sulphur  ointment  to  be  rubbed  in  for  twen^ 
minutes,  night  and  morning.  In  rheumatic  affection  of  the  shoul- 
der joints,  and  in  those^instances  in  which  the  pain  remains  fixed 
about  the  insertion  of  the  deltoid  muscle.  Dr.  Fuller  assures  us  that 
no  external  application  proves  equally  useful ;  and,  as  he  has  two 
patients  at  present  under  nis  care  at  St.  George's  hospital,  for  whom 
ha  has  prescribed  this  remedy,  we  hope,  ere  long,  to  be  able  to  con-^ 
firm  this  statement.  The  value  of  sulphur  externally  in  sciatica  is 
dwelt  upon  at  some  length  in  the  second  edition  of  Dr.  Fuller's 
work,  .and  a  case  we  have  recently  observed  under  his  care  at  the 
hospital  bears  out  the  statements  there  made  as  to  its  efficacy.  The 
patient,  a  man  88  years  of  age,  had  been  suffering  from  sciatica  on 
the  left  side  nearly  nine  months,  and  had  been  under  treatment  dm> 
ing  the  greater  part  of  that  time.  The  usual  remedies  had  been 
employed  without  success,  and  the  man's  health  was  bc^nnin^  to 
&il.  Dr.  Fuller  prescribed  full  doses  of  the  sesquioxide  of  iron 
internally,  and  applied  sulphur  externally,  in  the  manner  already 
specified.  In  little  more  than  a  week  the  pain  was  much  relieved, 
and  had  ceased  altogether  in  less  than  a  month.  The  doctor  remark- 
ed that  this  case  was  one  only  out  of  many  in  which  he  had  observed 
tbe  greatest  benefit  from  the  external  use  of  sulphur,  but  that  the 
remedy  is  not  equally  successful  in  all  instances.  When  the  case 
is  attended  with  feverishness,  and  with  ^acute  pain,  even  when  the 
limb  is  at  rest,  he  has  never  seen  relief  result  from  its  employment* 
nor  has  he  when  the  skin  is  dry  and  inactive.  In  such  cases,  the 
salphor  remains  nnabaorbed  for  many  days,  or  even  weeks,  and  is* 


therefore,  inctpable  of  ezeiting  iU  oaratiTe'aotSoii*  Bat  wbmm.  then 
are  no  Bymptoms  of  active  disease,  when  the  pain  is  of  a  dull*  aoli* 
ing  character,  and  is  felt  chiefl.7,  if  not  solely,  when  the  limb  k  in 
motion  ;  and  when,  mora  especially,  the  skin  acts  freely  and  the 
salphnr  is  rapidly  absorbed,  so  as  to  require  renewing  every  third 
or  fonrth  day,  then,  according  to  Dr.  Fuller's  observation,  notfaiiy 
proves  so  serviceable  as  the  sulphur  bandage«-^lM.  T,  amd  As. 


On  Exploratian  by  CamsnoUcn.  By  IL  CnmmL&naL — M.  On- 
veilhier  observes  that,  in  all  cases  of  jaundice,  as  in  all  other  dis- 
eases in  which  he  suspects  the  liver  to  be  affected,  he  is  in  the  habit 
of  exploring  this  oigan  by  **  commotion."  For  this  purpose^  the 
patient  is  placed  on  his  seat,  and  the  right  side  of  the  thorax  is  per- 
cussed from  above  downwards,  the  patient  being  desired  to  express 
himself  when  aware  of  unusual  sensation  or  pain.  It  is  Yery  ran 
in  recent  icterus,  and  especially  in  febrile  icterus,  for  the  psrisii 
not  to  announce  a  marked  sensibility  as  soon  as  the  pereosskm 
excites  a  shaking  of  the  liver.  By  this  means,  too,  an  abaoess  of 
the  liver,  the  consequenoe  of  a  fall  from  a  high  place,  has  been  diaf- 
nosticated.  M.  Cruveilhier  has  also  applied  this  mode  of  exploia- 
tion  to  the  kidney,  spleen,  heart,  and  even  the  uterus.  For  the 
brain,  it  may  be  put  into  force  by  suddenly  pulling  at  a  handksr- 
ehief  that  is  held  closely  between  the  teetL  In  this  way  it  baa 
been  advantageously  used  in  many  cases  of  cerebral  dieeasa.— 
Archivu  (HniraU9  (  Vir.  Med.  Journal.) 


The  Ready  Method  in  Asphyxia,  By  Marshall  Hall,  1L  D.» 
F.  R.  B.,  etc. — ^A  young  friend  of  mine  bas  proposed  to  designate 
the  postural  treatment  of  asphyxia  the  ready  method^  no  apparatot 
of  any  kind  being  required,     I  have  adopted  the  suggestion. 

Several  important  additions  and  improvements  having  been  made 
in  this  mode  of  treatment,  I  think  it  right  to  lay  the  last  and  best 
form  which  it  has  assumed  before  your  readers. 

It  will  bo  obvious  to  all  that  our  main  objects  are  to  renew  inspi- 
ration and  improve  the  circulation.  Our  miane  are  physiological 
and  physical ;  our  rules  as  follow : 

All  obstruction  of  the  glottis  being  removed  by  placing  the  patient 
in  the  prone  position,  in  which  any  fluids  and  the  tongue  itself  fidt 
forward  (i2tt/!0  i);  out  first  effort  is  to  eo^s  r(*8piration  physiologi- 
calljr  (Buie  II);  our  second,  if  this  fail,  is  to  imiiaie  the  acts  of 
iespiration  mecnanicallpr  (EuU  III);  our  next  object  is  to  endeavor 
to  improve  the  circulation,  which  is  done  by  promoting  the  flow  of 
the  venous  blood,  and  to  restore  warmth  in  the  Bmbs  BuU  IV); 


ii 
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we  again,  as  wo  proceed/  reTeit  to  the  phytiolo^cal  principle  of 
exoAng  reapizatioa  from  time  to  time  (Rule  V.) 

1.  Treat  tie  patient  instantly,  on  the  spot,  in  tie  open  air,  fieety 
•xpoting  tlie  face,  neck,  and  chest  to  the  breeze,  except  in  seven 
weather. 

2.  Send  with  all  speed  for  medical  aid,  and  for  articles  of  doth* 
ing,  blankets,  etc. 

Z^Ib  Char  &$  Throai, 

8.  Place  the  patient  gentlj  on  the  face,  widl  one  uriit  under  tb 

forehead ; 

[mil  fluids  and  the  tongue  itself  then  fall  forward,  and  leaye  thteninMS 
into  tee  windpipe  yr«e.] 

It^To  JSxciU  lUipiratim, 

4.  Tarn  the  patient  slightly  on  his  side,  and 
1.)  Apply  snnff  or  other  irritant  to  the  nost.ils,  and 

u.)  Dash  cold  water  on  the  fkce,  previously  rubbed  bn>klj 
untQ  it  is  warm. 
If  there  be  no  success,  lose  no  time ;  but, 

III— lb  hmiai$  BeBpimtim, 

5.  Beplace  the  patient  on  his  face ; 

6.  Turn  the  body  gently,  but  completely,  on  iA#  d^  wad  a  Qttb 
leyond,  and  then  on  the  face,  alternately  ;  repeating  these  measuna 
deliberately,  efficiently,  and  perseveringly,  fifteen  times  in  the  min* 
nte,  only; 

Swhen  the  paUeni  reposes  on  the  tberaz,  this  eavity  is  emmprtittd  by  the 
ghi  of  the  body,  end  «piration  takes  plaoe ;  whoa  ho  is  tunod  en  tbe 
side,  this  pressure  is  remoTod,  and  tnspiration  ooours.] 

7'  When  the  pron$  position  is  resumed,  make  equable  but  efficient 
pr$unr€  along  the  spine :  removing  it  immediately  bdbre  rotation 
an  the  side; 

[The  first  a&easore  angmsiits  cqpiratiott,  the  seeond  eemawaess  tepira- 

IV.— To  JMua  Circulatim  and  IFatmiA, 

coBtinuiog  these  measures : 

8,  Bub  the  limbs  upwards,  with  firm  pr§$mf$  and  with  emtrgfp 
nnng  handkerchiefs,  etc. 

9.  Beplace  the  patient's  wet  clothing  by  SQch  other  covering  aa 
fan  be  instantly  procured,  each  bystander  aopply iog  a  coAi  or 


Ifiianfimfi  and  fimm  tune  to  tiflML 
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V. — A^n, — io  JShcdU  InipiraOon, 

10.  Let  the  surface  of  the  body  be  sl(q>pedhnMj  with  the  hand;  or, 

11.  Let  cold  water  be  daihid  briskly  on  the  snifaca  preTiooriy 
rubbed  dry  and  warm. 

The  measures  formerly  recommended  and  now  rejected  hy  mmu% 
—removal  of  the  patient,  as  involving  dangerous  loss  of  time ;  the 
bellows,  or  nxij  forcing  instrument,  and  the  warm  bath,  as  podtifily 
injurious ;  and  galvanism  and  the  inhalation  of  oxygen,  aa  neolciM, 

The  inhalation  of  dilute  pure  ammonia  has  in  it  more  of  promise. 

For  the  treatment  of  stulbom  children,  excitement  of  Uia  akia, 
the  alternate  cool  an;i  hot  bath  (the  temperature  being  60^  and  100^ 
Fahr.),  postural  respiration,  and  rubbing  with  pressure  npwaidsb 
are  the  remedies ;  but  I  propose  to  treat  ^bis  subj^t  more  at  length 
heieafiter.  

Stricture. — "  Never  be  ashamed  to  leave  the  bedside  of  a  patient 
without  succeeding  in  passing  a  bougie.  The  late  Mr.  Copelaad, 
who  was  as  sound  and  practical  a  surgeon  as  any  in  his  day,  said 
to  a  patient,  who  afterwards  came  under  my  care  with  a  veiy  irri- 
table stricture  and  false  passage,  '  Mind  you,  never  place  yonradf 
under  the  care  of  a  surgeon  who  is  afraid  to  acknowledge  that  he 
can  not  always  succeed  in  passing  a  catheter.'  I  am  told  tlttt  a 
hospital  surgeon  [probably  Listonj,  now  deceased,  passed  a  ale^ 
less  night  from  vexation  if  he  failed  to  introduce  an  instrument  into 
the  bladder  in  the  presence  of  his  pupils.  Such  a  man  must  have 
made  many  a  false  passage.  Of  such  a  proceeding  you  should  have 
an  intense  horror.  Every  good  surgeon  will  fail  occasionaUy  in 
the  introduction  of  a  bougie  ;  but  no  good  surgeon  ought  to  make 
a  false  passage :  though  a  skillful  surgeon  will  sometimes  do  it, 
when  his  temper  or  his  pride  rules  his  hands  instead  of  his  reason 
and  his  conscience." — Solfy. —  Vir,  Med.  Jcumai. 


Juice  of  ike  *' Boueeleek*'  Curative  of  TTofff.— The  following 
facts  were  lately  stated  to  us  by  Dr.  W.  W.  Codman,  of  this  citf* 
One  of  his  children,  a  boy  of  5  years,  had  an  abundant  crop  of 
warts  upon  the  face  and  hands.  All  the  usual  means  were  nnavail- 
ingly  and  perse veringly  tried  for  their  removal.  Lunar  caustic,  and 
even  excision,  wholly  failed  to  eradicate  them.  By  casual  recom- 
mendation, the  juice  of  the  common  houseleek  (Sempervkmm  Ise- 
iorum,  said  to  grow  abundantly  among  us)  was  applied  to  the  warti 
a  few  times,  with  the  result  of  causing  their  entire  disappeataiioe  in 
a  very  short  time.  So  manifest  was  the  action,  that  no  one  ooold 
fefuae  to  assign  the  credit  of  the  cure  to  the  juice  of  the  plant  uaad. 
Should  this  be  found  successful  on  renewisd  trial,  it  will  certainlj 
be  a  very  valuable,  as  well  as  a  simple  and  easily  procoxed  xemed|y. 
— BoeUm  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 
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JBafcUion  qf  am  Bntargtd  Third  Lclbe  of  the  Pratate  in  a  LUho- 
Umny  Operaiian. 

[Uttdar  CiM  ove  of  Mr.  fergiiMOB.] 

The  accidental  removal  of  small  portions  of  the  prostate  in  cases 
of  lithotomy  in  patients  having  enlargement  of  that  gland  has  not 
imfreqnentlj  occnrred. 

We  are  not  aware,  however,  that  an  intentional  excision  of  an j 
part  of  it  was  ever  practiced  prior  to  the  one  we  now  have  to 
notice.  Ahont  fonr  years  ago  we  witnessed,  at  8t.  Bartholomew's,  a 
lithotomy,  by  Mr.  Lawrence,  in  an  old  man,  in  which  the  stone 
was  large,  and  some  delay  in  extracting  it  after  it  had  been  grasped 
by  the  forceps  occurred.  At  length  the  parts  yielded,  and  to  the 
•orprise  of  some  lookers  on,  a  mass  of  whitish  structure  fell  out  be- 
fore the  stone.  This  proved  to  be  a  portion  of  prostate  tissue,  and 
was  about  the  size  of  half  a  walnut  It  was  clean  and  healthy 
looking,  and  did  not  present  any  ulceration,  exhibiting  the  ap- 
pearance of  having  been  enucleated  and  not  possessing  any  cover- 
jng  of  mucous  membrane.  Mr.  Lawrence  stated  that  he  did  not 
thmk  the  man's  prospect  of  recovery  in  any  way  diminished  by  the 
occurrence  of  it.  A  good  recovery  resulted.  This  is  the  only  case 
in  which  the  writer  has  ever  himself  witnessed  the  accidental  remo- 
yal  of  portions  of  the  prostate  of  any  size  worth  notice  ;  but  it  will 
la  in  the  memory  of  many  members  of  the  Pathological  Society, 
that  at  one  of  its  meetings  about  a  year  ago,  Mr.  Fergusson  stated 
in  the  discussion,  that  tiie  occurrence  had  frequently  happened  to 
liimself,  and  that  he  had  never  seen  reason  to  attribute  ill  conse- 
quences to  it.  The  practice  of  deliberately  excising  a  portion  of 
toe  gland  must  be  viewed,  however,  from  quite  a  different  point, 
and  as  already  said,  we  are  not  aware  that  any  Surgeon  has  here- 
tofore adopted  it. 

On  Saturday  last,  a  man,  aged  65,  moderately  stout,  and  in  fair 
liaalth,  was  submitted  to  lithotomy  in  the  theatre  of  King's  Gol- 
lese  Hospital.  Mr.  Fergusson  had  more  than  usual  difficulty  in 
seizing  the  stones,  on  account  of  their  lying  in  a  deep  hollow  be- 
hind the  prostate.  He  succeeded,  however,  in  little  more  than  the 
OEfdinary  time,  and  two  flattish  calculi  of  moderate  size  were  ex- 
tiacted.  He  then  examined  the  wound  carefully,  and  introducing 
m  pair  of  straight,  narrow-bladed  lithotomy  forceps,  grasped  some- 
dung  of  considerable  size,  and  then  asked  for  a  long  probe-pointed 
UatourL  The  latter  instrument  was  introduced  deeply  into  the 
wound,  as  if  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging  the  opening  in  the  neck 
of  the  bladder,  and  then,  much,  we  believe,  to  the  wonderment  oi 
all  present,  turned  with  its  edge  t6wards  the  median  line,  and  made 
to  eut  very  freely  across  the  under  part  of  the  first  incision.  This 
liberated  the  forceps,  whidi  were  withdrawn,  grasping  a  mass  the 
mmb  of  a  pigeon's  egg  of  firm  whitish  fleshy  structure.  This  when 
from  the  fovDepa  proved  to  bo  tbe  tUrd  lobe  of  the  prostate. 
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It  was  conical  in  shape,  an<I  had  a  broad  baae,  the  latter  pi  ^ 

an  oval  cleanly  cut  surface  of  about  an  inch  and  a  haJf  long  and 
three-fourths  of  an  inch  across.  On  its  apex  was  an  elevated  siir- 
fkoe  about  as  large  as  a  four-pennj-piece,  which  was  nlcermtad  and 
granulating.  Excepting  at  this  spot»  the  mncoos  membrane  was 
sound  and  the  Btructure  healthy.  No  material  hemorrhage  ^**^^^^ 
the  operation,  and  after  the  man  had  been  removed  to  hia  bed,  Mr. 
Fergusson  made  the  following  remarks  to  tboee  present : 

Mr.  Ferpusion's  JRimarks  s^^"  Tht  man  upon  whom»  gentle- 
men, you  have  just  seen  me  operate,  was  tent  np  from  the  cooi- 
try  some  weeks  ago,  having  for  long  sufiered  from  stone.  I  ascer- 
tained the  existence  of  a  calculus,  and  suspected  that  tlwre  wen 
two,  and  finding  also  that  he  waa  the  subject  of  a  greatly  enlarged 

f  restate,  and  had  suffered  from  difficult  micturition  on  that  aceoont 
preferred  submitting  him  to  lithotomy  instead  of  lithority.     Yoe 
would  observe  that  in  sounding  him  with  the  staff,  which  has  a 
long  curve,  I  could  not  strike  the  stone,  and  that  I  was  obliged  to 
use  an  ordinary  sound  with  a  very  short  curve  in  order  to  do  sol 
This  confirmed  my  opinion  that  the  stones  lay  in  an  nnnsoally  de^ 
basin,  behind  an  enlarged  prostate.     After  the  indsions  had  besm 
completed,  the  difficulty  in  sufficiently  elevating  the  foroepe,  te 
make  their  blades  dip  into  this  hollow  and  seize  the  atones,  wea 
considerable.    My  finger  in  the  wound  came  against  a  large  ihivi 
lobe  of  the  prostate,  and  the  easiest  direction  into  the  bladder  wea 
by  one  side  of  this,  and  not  over  its  surface.    Tba  second  of  the 
calculi  I  extracted  with  the  forceps  in  the  sulcus,  on  one  aide  of 
this  projecting  mass.     Having  completed  the  operation,  aa  fur  as 
the  calculi  were  concerned,  I  recollected  how  often  in  treating  caaee 
of  enlarged  prostate  I  had  wished  that  it  were  practicable  to  re- 
move the  source  of  obstruction  by  operation  ;  and  it  oecnrred  te 
me  that  this  was  the  very  case  in  which  to  do  it     Were  the  m^i^ 
to  be  left  with  his  prostate  in  the  condition  in  which  I  had  ascer- 
tained it  to  be,  there  could  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  operation 
would  be  but  partially  successful  in  relieving  his  urinary  symp- 
toms, however  satisfactorily  it  might  have  accompliahed  its  in- 
tended object.     Believing,  therefore,  that  the  excision  of  the  pro- 
jecting portion  promised  more  of  advantage  than  it  incurred  of  nak» 
I  determined  to  practice  it.    The  instruments  nsed  were  a  pair  of 
ordinary  straight  lithotomy  forceps,  and  a  probe-pointed  bistoury, 
aoch  as  is  generally  employed  for  enlarging  the  opening  in  tke 
prostate  when  necessary.     I  grasped  the  prominent  lobe  firmly  by 
the  former,  and  holding  it  forwards,  sliced  it  freely  through  beneath^ 
taking  care  to  keep  the  knife  close  under  their  blades.     I  am  nol 
aware  that  such  a  procedure  was  ever  before  adopted,  and  Bkoel 
leave  it  to  experienced  lithotomists ,  who  alone  are  capable  of  eali- 
mating  its  merits  and  its  risks,  to  say  whether  it  waa  a  warrant 
aUe  one*    That  aome  additional  liak  haa  been  inooned,  theie  ene 
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■  • 

be  no  doulyty  as  a  second  wonnd»  and  one  of  considerable  ske,  is 
left  to  heal,  Bcill,  on  tbe  whole,  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that 
I  have  done  what  the  circnm^tances  of  the  case  demanded,  and 
have  conferred  a  great  benisfit  npon  my  patient.  I  would' direct 
jonr  attention  to  the  circnmstanoe  that  there  is  an  nicer  on  tba 
most  prominent  part  of  the  removed  lobe»  and  wonld  also  remark, 
that  the  incision  made  in  removing  it  does  not  appear  to  have  joined 
that  made  in  the  lithotomy  at  the  left  side.  There  is,  probably^  a 
narrow  bridge  of  mncons  membrane  between  the  edge  of  the  lateral 
wonnd,  and  that  made  by  slicing  of  the  growth.  Hie  growth  is 
removed  quite  to  the  level  of  tbe  mncons  membrane  of  the  urethra, 
and  t^  passage  into  the  bladder  is  now  most  free.'* 

The  patient,  np  to  the  present  date  (Thursday  afternoon,)  is 
doing  well,  and  there  seems  a  fair  probability  of  his  recovery. 


Anatomieal  /VgMfofiofi.— Please  allow  me  to  recommend  a  sim* 
pb  plan  which  will  save  an  immense  amount  of  labor  in  making 
aaatomical  preparations,  especially  those  prspared  by  students  in 
oomparative  anatomy :  it  has  saeoeeded  so  well  with  me  that  I  am 
anxious  others  may  save  labor  likewise.  ISie  plan  is,  to  cut  off 
aa  much  of  the  flesh  as  can  be  oonvenisntly  done,  and  then  having 

SnI  tbs  skeleton,  thos  ''in  the  jdugh,*^  in  a  box  to  prevent  cats  or 
ogs  from  disturbing  it,  place  it  where  the  ants  can  get  at  it  and 
ill  a  week  or  ten  4ayi  ik&  stodant  will  find  every  part  stripped 
perfectly  dean  and  praeenting  a  fkr  more  beantifnl  preparation 
than  any  man  can  possibly  make.  The  ants  will  take  off  the  flesh 
without  touching  the  ligaments,  and  leave  every  bone  perfectly 
clean  even  if  it  is  no  hSger  than  a  pin:  aome  years  since  I  made 
f  ome  preparations  of  small  fish,  and  so  elegantly  were  they  cleaned 
that  no  lover  of  anatomjcould  well  look  on  them  without  a 
qoickening  of  the  pulse.  The  box  should  be  perforated  with  holes 
•0  as  to  ulow  the  ready  ingress  and  egress  of  the  little  dissectors: 
tf  too  mnch  flesh  is  left  on,  dacompoaitiott  will  take  ^ace  to  nth 
aa  extent  as  to  injoie  tba  ligfiments,  hot  if  the  flesh  is  pretty  well 
taken  off  where  it  is  thick,  the  ligaments  will  he  uninjured.  The 
skeleton  ** in  the  rough"  should  be  secured  in  the  desired  position 
by  a  few  pins  and  the  student  can  then  transfinr  it  from  the  box  to 
the  museum  without  further  trouble  except  varnishing.  The  stn- 
AsntwW  thenhaveina  fbwyearsasplendMBelof  speoimeiis  instead 
of  the  dkriveUed  imslc^y  speoimena  lo^kiqg  like  a  dried  rat  sldn. 
that  some  ^d  mooser  has  kiSL  Tirsaoma  l|ibor  and  a  great  w«rte- 
of  time  wHI  be  saved  by  .this  plan,  and  these  will  be  sufficient  to. 
noommend  it,  independent  of  the  beaoty  of  the  specimens. 
—ya$h9Ul€j<mr:crM$dSem$i  B.  H.  WASmNQTON. 

VOL.  zym— 26. 
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ExperimenU  in  Re-vacdnatum.^-VJ^  find  in  tbe  late  Dum1)er  of 
the  Zeii$rhr\fl  dtr  k.  k,  OeulUehafi  der  AntU  m  Vien^  the  follow 
iog  results  of  re-vaccination  in  the  House  of  Correction,  at  Yienaap 
hy  Dr.  F.  Scholz.  The  trials  ivere  made  on  126  men  and  8T 
women,  and  the  re- vaccination  succeeded  in  86  men  and  12  womea* 
Hie  following  were  the  conclusions  of  the  writer : 

1.  The  average  proportion  of  successful  cases  was  one  in  three, 

2.  The  sex  of  the  patient  exercised  no  influence  on  the  result. 

8.  The  susceptibility  to  re-vaccination  was  in  the  inverse  propor- 
tion to  the  number  and  perfection  of  the  cicatrices  leA  by  previooa 
vaccination. 

4.  This  susceptibility  increased  in  proportion  to  the  length  of 
time  between  the  vaccination  and  the  re-vaccination. 

5.  The  increased  susceptibility  to  the  vaccine  disease  mani&rted 
itself  both  in  the  greater  number  of  cases,  and  the  greater  number 
of  oerfect  vesicles  in  each  case. 

o.  In  a  few  cases,  variolous  disease  occurred  11  years  after  pre- 
vious vaccination,  and  in  no  case  did  re-vaccination  succeed  eanier 
than  eight  years  after  variolous  disease. 

7.  In  no  case  was  the  normal  course  of  re-Taccinmtion  aeeom* 
panied  by  febrile  symtoms,  and  when  these  did  occur,  the  pslkal 
was  either  suffering  from  other  disease,  or  the  conrBe  of  the 
disease  was  abnormaL 

8.  The  majority  of  chronic  diseases  were  not  modified  by 
oination,  nor  did  they  exercise  any  particular  influence  on  the 
course  of  the  vaccine  vesicle. 

9.  In  two  cases  accompanied  by  chronic  spasms  were  the  convnl* 
sions  suspended  during  the  course  of  tbe  vaccine 


Granular  Lid$. — ^Dr.  Pitcher,  of  Detroit,  applies  with  a  camel* 
hair  brush  a  solution  of  iodide  of  zinc :  Bi  to  3i  to  the  ounce  of 
water.  The  application  is  not  to  be  repeated  oftener  than  eveiy 
second  or  third  day.  We  are  now  using  the  perchloride  of  iron  in 
these  cases,  and  have  been  much  pleased  with  the  results.  Befoie 
using  it,  we  freely  scarify  the  lids.  Even  in  its  undiluted  state,  it 
has  produced  but  trifling  pain. 


Pathological  Speeimtm^ — ^Dr.  Goadby  uasa  the  following  miztm 
for  the  preservation  of  fresh  anatomical  and  pathological  speoimena : 
it>ck  salt  Sb* '  nitrate  of  potash  (to  preserve  color)  3ij;  boiliflig 
water  iW.  Mix  and  filter.  This  is  said  to  be  far  superior  to  alo^ 
holf  loid  the  color  of  prtparationa  is  better  jnaerved* 
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SDITOBIAL. 


RMALB  PHT6ICIAKS. 

Although  it  has  ever  heen  the  boasted  aim  of  civilizatioii  to 
ameliorate  and  elevate  the  condition  of  woman,  she  still  com- 
plains that  she  has  not  yet  been  raised  to  her  proper  level  in 
the  scale  of  being.  The  lords  of  creation  can  not  or  will  not 
appreciate  the  full  extent  of  her  mission.  Inferior  in  statnre 
and  physical  strength,  she  is  regarded  as  incapable  of  anght  but 
frivolous  pursuits  or  the  duties  of  housewifery.  While  the  sterner 
aex  is  compelled  to  admit  that  the  true  theater  of  a  woman  is  the 
rick  chamber,  yet  even  here  it  is  insisted  that  her  mental,  moral  and 
physical  qualifications  fit  her  only  for  the  duties  of  a  compassionate 
nurse.  She  indignantly  repels  this  accusation,  and  to  prove  her 
capacity  for  more  serious  and  abstract  investigations,  points  to 
Hary  Somerville,  who  discussed  the  laws  of  physical  science  with 
an  ability  not  inferior  to  a  Herschell,  a  Faraday,  or  a  La  Place ;  to 
Madame  De  Stael,  who  in  speculative  philosophy  rivalled  a  Kant* 
a  Beid,  or  a  Dugald  Stewart,  while  for  true  heroism  she  proudly 
turns  to  the  name  of  Florence  Nightingale,  a  name  which  can  perish 
only  with  English  history.  Becently,  men  have  been  found  who 
have  fearlessly  rallied  in  defense  of  woman's  rights.  Of  these^ 
Theodore  Parker  and  Horace  Mann  may  be  r^arded  as  the  chief 
types ;  men  who  themselves  are  unfathomable  to  ordinary  mortals. 
Last,  but  not  least,  the  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Benton,  forsakes  for  a 
while,  his  "Thirty  years  in  the  United  States'  Senate,"  foi^ta 
''  The  Union,"  and  ofkn  his  plea  to  the  citizens  of  the  American 
Athens,  in  behalf  of  the  New  England  Female  Medical  Coll^  I 
The  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  in  defiance  of  a  remonstrance 
from  the  Governor,  grants  annually  93,500  to  the  Female  Medical 
Education  Society,  and  a  number  of  **  liberal  citizens"  of  the  Key- 
itone  State,  by  their  annual  subscriptions,  **  have  guaranteed"  for 
a  term  of  years,  the  pecuniary  support  of  the  Female  Medical  College 
of  Ftonsylvania.  It  is  said  that  the  demand  for  well  educated 
frmale  physicians  is  increasing  rapidly,  and  that  a  high  and  honora- 
ble rank  in  the  profession  has  everywhere  been  readily  accorded  to 
thoae  who  have  proved  themselves  worthy  of  it.  Indeed  the  Female 
Mledioal  College  of  Pennsylvania,  daims  to  have  been  second  only 
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to  the  Univenitj  of  Pennsjlrania,  in  extending  the   oolk^gitli 
course  from  four  to  five  months.    The  North  BritUk  JUmew,  for 
February,  1857,  berates  the  London  Lancet,  for  its  attempt  to  ridi- 
cole  Female  Physic,  and  hesitates  not  to  proclaim  that  argnmsnt 
must  be  wanting,  "  or  the  sneer  wonld  not  be  resorted  to  by  so 
distinguished  an  authority."    It  matters  not,  says  the  lUview,  in 
reply  to  the  query  of  the  Lancet,  what  the  husbands  of  these  femab 
physicians  are  doing  while  the  latter  are  professionally  engaged, 
any  more  than  it  does  when  women  "  go  out  to  teach  drawing  or 
music,  or  when  they  attend  to  shops,  or  make  caps  or  bcmaels, 
gowns  or  mantles."    Nor  will  the  Review  listen  to  the  accoaitioB 
that  women  lack  nerve,  for  it  asserts  that  many  men  lack  it  also* 
Dr.  Walter  Channing,  of  Boston,  in  1852,  visited  Bussia,  and  in 
his  "  Physician's  Vacation,  or  a  Summer  in  Europe,"  page  268. 
speaks  in  very  complimentary  terms  of  the  female  pupfls  whom  he 
saw  at  the  Maternity  Hospital,  in  St.  Petersbuigh*    He  states  that 
they  were  from  the  inferior  ranks  in  society,  and  were  destined  ht 
remote  country  practice.    In  the  article  on  medical  education  in 
France,  written  by  Foumier-Pescay,  and  published  in  the  82d  vblnme 
of  the  DietUmnaire  dee   Sciencee  liikliealee,  (1819,)  the  writer 
remarks,  that,  woman  being  expected  to  be  present,  as  a  genersl 
rule,  in  cases  of  natural  delivery,  it  is  expedient  to  admit  them  to 
the  lectures  on  obstetrics,  and  to  attend  the  hospitals,  but  he  would 
have  the  Faculties  alone  grant  them  authority  to  practice,  their 
qualifications  having  been  tested  by  a  proper  examination.    Eveiy 
one  knows  that  Madame  Boivin  became  a  "  doeteur  en  nUdedne," 
and    contributed  not  a  little  to  the  advancement  of  obstetriesl 
knowledge,  and  that  of  the  diseases  of  females.    Madame  LacfaapeQa^ 
besides,  is  quoted  as  no  mean  authority  in  this  same  department, 
and  according  to  FoxiTn\er[(Dieiionnaire,  vol.  14,  p.658),  there  shooU 
be  added  to  the  list  of  those  who  have  excelled  in  medicine  in  Francs, 
the  names  of  the    Duchess  D'Aiguillon,    Madame  D'AuveigDe^ 
Miramion,  Fouquet,  and  Mnrdac.    Italy,  he  states,  may  boast  alto 
of  her  Isabelle  Cartose  ;  Germany,  of  Ann  Wecker ;  Bohemia  of 
Margarita  and  of  Breta-Crou  ;  Denmark,  of  Belta-De  Frise,  whils 
England  has  enrolled  on  the  same  list  the  celebrated  Countess  of 
Kent    But  the  advocates  of  **  woman's  rights,"  in  tlus  mattVt 
can  base  an  argument  on  records  far  more  ancient  than  those  te 
which  we  have  referred.    In  the  second  book  of  Moees,  (Sgodue, 
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CSUp.  lat,)  maoh  is  said  of  the  Hebrew  midwives,  whose  disobe- 
dience  of  the  order  of  the  Egyptian  king,  to  slay  the  "  men  children'' 
boiDt  exemplified  those  noble  atiribates  which  mark  their  sex,  even 
at  the  present  day,  and  whose  reward  we  may  infer  from  the  saying 
that,  "  therefore  God  dealt  well  with  the  midwives,  and  made  them 
honses."  Historians  tell  as  that  Cleopatra  wrote  on  the  diseases  of 
females,  and  that  some  portions  of  her  writings  have  been  preserved. 
That  her  example  has  not  been  followed  by  more  modem  European 
f overeigns,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  for  we  have  searched  the 
records  in  vain,  from  the  days  of  Egypt's  famous  qneen,  to  those 
of  good  qneen  Bess.  Victoria,  like  the  Hebrew  women,  is  "lively," 
bnt  like  them  she  is  not  "  delivered  ere  the  midwives  come  in/' 

1 

The  Athenian  women  preferred  death  to  the  "  man  mid-wife  " 
presoribed  by  law,  bnt  Victoria  has  famished  to  her  most  loyal  sab- 
jeets  abundant  proof  that  no  false  sense  of  modesty  has  sway  with 
her  in  her  hour  of  trial.  We  venture  that  it  will  be  long  ere  it  can 
he  said  that  in  her  dominions  "  there  is  an  increasing  demand  for 
female  physicians,"  and  we  doubt  whether  even  in  that  class  of 
padents  best  calculated  "  to  make  them  houses  "  woman  will  be 
eaUed  to  perform  the  office  of  an  accoucheur.  In  England,  as  in  our 
country,  medical  schools  are  closed  against  her.  The  experiment 
has  indeed  been  tried  lu  some  of  our  own  colleges  of  educating  both 
together,  but  the  result  has  been  that,  in  the  spirit  of  the  old  Leviti- 
cal  law  which  said,  "  Thou  shalt  not  plow  with  an  ox  and  as  asa 
together,"  the  voice  of  the  profession  has  been  raised  against  this 
incongraous  union  of  the  sexes.  Whatever  influence  the  presence 
of  woman  may  exert  upon  the  restraints  and  proprieties  which 
should  mark  the  conduct  of  the  other  sex,  this  influence  is  lost 
when  she  mingles  in  the  scenes  through  which  the  medical  student 
most  pass.  Believing,  as  we  do,  that  in  this  matter  the  necessity 
does  not  exist  for  the  communion  of  labor  to  which  we  have  refer- 
nd,  and  that  all  the  duties  of  the  healing  art  can  be  as  well  if  not 
better  performed  by  those  to  whom  modem  custom  has  assigned 
them,  we  would  deprecate  the  changes  advocated  by  the  champions 
of  woman's  rights.  We  would  not  deny  them  admission  to  the 
Lying-in  Asylums,  and  to  the  female  wanls  of  our  Hospitals,  yet 
we  would  oppose  the  congregating  of  both  sexes  in  our  medical 
ooHeges.  Our  objections  are  based  not  so  much  upon  the  mental 
ineqnaliUes  erroneously  uiged  by  some,  but  upon  that  delicacy  and 
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Teeerye  which  the  Creator  seems  to  have  implanted  in  our  bfiasls, 
for  the  regulation  of  the  sooial  interoooree  of  the  sexes,  and  wUdi 
is  to  be  surrendered  only  in  the  emergencies  which  lead  the«  trai 
woman  to  repose  her  trust  in  those  whom  Ood  designed  to  be  hv 
protection  and  support. 


omo   STATE  MIDICIL  BOCnTT. 

Hie  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Ohio  State  Miadical  Sooietj  will 
convene  in  the  city  of  Sandusky  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  Joiie  iiezl» 
being  the  second  day  of  the  month.  For  several  years  paat»  on 
account  of  circnmstanoes  which  we  will  not  attempt  to  enumerate  al 
this  time,  this  association  has  been  languishing,  and  the  good  reaolta 
which  should  accrue  to  the  profession  from  these  annual  assemblies 
have  been  decreasing. 

The  salutary  efiects  of  medical  oi^ani^ations,  when  properly  oon* 
ducted,  can  not  be  too  highly  estimated.    Ours  is  a  profesaiont  the 
practice  of  which  often  engenders  selfishness  and  animosity  amoqg 
physicians.    These  evils,  so  universally  known  to  the  oommnnity 
and  conceded  by  the  profession,  have  their  origin  in  causes  not  mii- 
versally  recognized  ;  nor  do  they  admit  of  an  easy  remedy.    There 
is  nothing  in  the  original  cast  of  the  mind  of  medical  men,  or  the 
study  of  the  profession,  that  is  calculated  to  distinguish  physicians 
from  any  other  class  of  learned  gentlemen.  Few  commence  the  stody 
from  any  preconceived  notions  of  their  mental  adaptation  to  the 
duties  and  responsibilities  which  the  profession  of  medicine  imposes ; 
while  the  pursuit  of  medical  knowledge  is  of  the  most  ennobling  and 
exalting  character.    The  great  barrier  to  social  feeling  among  phy- 
sicians results  from  excluding  themselves  from  the  society  of  esdi 
other.     Were  the  social  meetings  of  practitioners  of  medicine  more 
frequent  and  unrestrained,  there  would  be  far  less  animosity  cherish- 
ed by  them  towards  their  brethren.     Coolness  and  jealousies,  origi- 
nating in  causes  that  are  extra  professional — and  these  often  prepon- 
derate over  all  others — would  thus  be  dissipated,  before  they  settU 
in  permanent  estrangement. 

The  practice  of  medicine  presupposes  the  existence  of  snbjeets 
and  operators ;  and  to  the  former  is  due  much  of  the  acerbity  and 
in  feeling  which  exist  among  the  latter.    In  some  commnnitisi» 
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patrons  and  partisans  are  Sjynonjmotis.  Physicians  may,  and  too 
frequently  do»  indulge  in  nngnarded  remarks  oonoeming  their  pror 
fessional  brethren  ;  bat  for  every  case  of  unpleasantness,  originating 
among  them  from  this  cause,  there  are  five,  resulting  from  designing 
mischief-makers  and  tale-bearers.  Many  of  these  latter  individuals 
will  not  employ  a  doctor  who  discountenances  in  any  open  manner 
these  abominable  practices ;  but  will  turn  with  indignation  from  him 
to  those  who  will  give  an  eager  ear  or  a  word  of  encouragement  to 
their  tales  of  slander  and  defamation.  Show  me  a  physician  who  is 
■nrrounded  by  these  croaking  aUies,  extending  their  support  and 
influence  to  him,  and  I  will  point  you  to  a  man  who  is  fond  of  pro- 
fessional slander,  when  it  is  heaped  upon  a  rival,  .and  will  not  scra- 
pie himself  to  add  his  own  words  of  detraction. 

The  active  duties  of  medical  men  differ  from  those  of  every  other 
Tocation,  and  tend  to  produce  a  feeling  of  estrangement  among  them, 
imther  than  the  establishment  of  friendly  relations.  This  is  not  ao 
with  the  lawyer,  the  divine,  or  the  artisan.  A  lawyer  without  an 
associate  or  opponent,  is  tantamount  to  an  action  without  an  effeei ; 
aiid  an  artisan  without  co-operators  is  impotent.  Not  so,  however, 
with  the  physician.  His  duties  are  isolating  in  their  character ;  they 
taach  him  self-reliance  and  self-dependence,  and  shut  him  up  within 
tbe  circle  of  self.  If  he  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  considerable  reputa- 
tion, or  is  successful  in  practice,  months  on  months  may  elapse, 
without  ever  necessarily  being  brought  in  contact  with  an  individual 
of  the  same  profession ;  and  then,  it  is  not  beyond  the  range  of  pro- 
babilities that  these  meetings  or  consultations  may  have  been  pro- 
jected by  some  designing  individual,  who  meditates  evil  to  the  doc- 
tors, rather  than  good  to  the  patient 

The  reverse  of  this  is  the  case  in  the  legal  profession,  which  is 
proverbial  for  good  feeling  among  its  membership.  There  is  no  class 
of  men  whose  relationship  is  so  intimate  and  constant,  as  that  of 
tbe  l^gal  profession,  and  none  are  more  loyal  to  individual  and  col- 
lective interest  than  they.  It  is  trae,  when  under  the  influence  of 
heated  passion,  they  occasionally  indulge  in  the  most  severe  perso- 
aalitiea  and  withering  sarcasms  towards  eaeh  other ;  yet  these  ez- 
pNisiona  are  as  evanescent  as  the  hoar-frost  They  cannot  cherish 
in  fading  long  towards  each  other.  To-day  they  differ  in  opinion, 
and  axpiese  that  opinion  in  nnmeasoied  terms ;  but  to-morrow  they 
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are  called  upon  to  grapple  with  the  same  great  propomtiop,  or  fcdlow 
out  together  the  same  chain  of  thongbt  and  inveetigation.  Their 
ininds  are  thns  assimilated,  and  for  the  time  hei^g  these  indiTidnalt 
ard  an  nnit  in  thought  and  sentiment. 

But  the  medical  profession  has  no  judge,  jury  or  bar,  before 
which  their  animosities  can  be  dispersed.  Naturally,  these,  nor  any 
thing  analogous  to  them,  have  an  existence  among  us.  Artificial 
associations  have  been  organized  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the 
interests  of  science  ;  as  courts  have  been  established  to  subsenre  the 
demands  of  justice ;  but  the  former  fall  short  of  the  aalutaiy  soeial 
influences  of  the  latter,  just  in  proportion  as  the  Imtter  prepondenla 
over  the  former  in  number  and  thoroughness  of  disdpline.  If  our 
duties  brought  us  as  frequently  and  intimately  in  contact  with  eadk 
other,  as  the  practice  of  lat^  does  its  votaries,  an  equal  degree  of 
friendship  and  cordiality  would  obtain  among  us,  that  exist  with 
them.  The  nature  of  our  avocation,  however,  forbids  tins  ;  yet  we 
owe  obligations  to  ourselves  and  noble  art,  which  should  impel  os 
to  compensate  in  extra  effort  that  in  which  the  pimctioe  of  medicine 
is  inherently  defective. 

If  there  were  no  higher  aims  Attainable  by  medical  oiganisationa 
than  an  increase  of  social  and  professional  ffillowship  in  our  ranks, 
would  we  not  be  more  than  repaid  by  forming  and  keeping  up  medi- 
cal societies  all  over  our  land  ?  We  answer^unhesitatingly  in  the 
affirmative.  But  we  have  traveled  far  out  <^  the  range  of  our  primi- 
tive object,  which  was  to  call  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  State  Society.  We  trust,  however,  that  our  remarks 
are  not  ill-timed  or  out  of  place.  Too  much  can  not  be  said  upon 
this  subject.  It  should  be  kept  constantly  before  the  minds  of  medi- 
cal men,  until  social  medical  meetings  or  clubs  were  formed  wher- 
ever two  or  more  physicians  exist  in  the  same  locality.  Let  us  go 
up  to  Sandusky  in  our  strength,  and  give  our  brethren  there  a  fdD, 
enthusiastic  meeting.  They  are  men  of  9eiene§  and  iiml,  and  are 
l^paring  to  meet  us  with  a  hearty  good  cheer.  a 


,An^9uiaiioH  e<  iki  B^  Johi^^-^Mr.  Stanley,  of  St.  BariholoBMW*e 
Hospital,  London,  performed  this  operation  om  the  28lh  March  last 
The  patient  was  52  years  old,  and  had  medullary  eancer  of  the  femur » 
which  extended  high  and  formed  a  laige  tumor.    The  aslerior  flap 
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was  cat  from  withovt  inwards,  and  tlie  femoral  artery  tied  beforsdis- 
articnlating.  But  little  blood  was  lost  at  the  time,  and  the  patient  ral- 
lied fairly  after  removal  to  bed,  bat  two  hoars  afterwards  hemorrhage 
came  on,  and  he  died  in  ten  minntes.  We  learn  the  above  from  the 
London  Medical  Times  and  Gazette,  from  which  it  also  appears  that 
daring  the  past  foar  years  amputation  at  the  hip  joint  has  been  per- 
formed eight  times  in  the  London  Hospitals.  Of  these  five  were 
&tal,  one  (Mr.  Hancock's)  sinking  nnder  the  shock,  and  dying 
almost  immediately  after  the  operation ;  one  (Mr.  G.  J.  Gatbrie's) 
died  on  the  second  day ;  one  (Mr.  Adams')  died  from  exhaostion  on 
the  eleventh  day ;  one  (Mr.  Erichsen's)  died  about  two  hoars  after 
iteration,  resembling  in  this  respect  the  fatal  case  in  the  practice  of 
Mr.  Stanley.  The  three  sncceesfol  oases  occurred  to  Mr.  Tatom,  of 
8l«  (Jeoige  Hospital  (June,  1855) ;  to  Mr.  Curling,  of  the  London 
Hospital  (March,  1856)  ;  and  to  Mr.  Hancock,  of  the  Charing  Cross 
Hospital.  The  patients  of  Mr.  Tatum  and  Mr.  Curling  were  affected 
with  malignant  disease  of  the  femur.  Mr.  Hancock's  socoessfol 
fperation  was  for  necrosis^  which  extended  from  the  neck  of  the 
ftmur  to  the  knee  joint. 


Jhr.  JEiBii#«— At  a  reoeat  meeting  of  the  N.  Y.  Academy  of  Medi- 
«iae.  Dr.  J.  W.  Frands  stated  a  iact  derived  from  the  late  Dr. 
Kane's  own  lips,  ''that  his  greatest  weight  had  been  97  pounds,  and 
ikal  during  a  portion  of  his  Arctic  cu9^i  it  did  not  exceed  9S 
pounds."  What  a  physical  confonnation  to  encounter  the  trials 
nd  haidabips  through  which  it  was  hia  lot  to  pass  I 


.  Semoral  Aneuriim.-^We  have  at  the  present  time  ^  patient  under 
•ur  care  at  the  Commercial  Hospital,  afiected  with  a  large  aneurism 
of  the  femoral  artery.  The  treatment  to  which  we  have  resorted  is» 
we  believe,  somewhat  noveL  In  the  first  place,  we  brought  the 
patient  under  the  influence  of  veratrnm  viride ;  then  we  broke  up  the 
filnittous  layers  in  the  sac,  according  to  Mr.  Fergusson's  plan,  and 
aA  tlie  same  time  applied  Bkey's  tourniquet  just  below  Poupart^ 
Sigameot.  The  latter  was  applied  for  five  days  only.  Judging  from 
peaent  iq;>pearanceB,  a  perfect  cure  has  been  the  result.  Tlie  details 
of  this  case  wiU  be  given  in  our  next  number; 
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Cleaning  Bones. — Prof.  F.  H.  Hamflton,  of  Bnffido,  reeommflBlf 
the  following  for  the  above  parpo'se  : 
Qr  Chloride  of  Lime  ftj, 
6i-carb.  potasa  Si» 
Water,  gal.  ij.    It. 


BxeitO' Secretory  Syttem  of  Nervee, — ^Dr.  Henry  Fraaer  Camp* 
lell,  Professor  of  Comparative  Anatomy  in  the  Medical  College  of 
Geoi^gia,  and  senior  editor  of  the  Southern  Medical  and  Surgkd 
Journal,  has  addressed  a  letter  to  Marshall  Hall,  in  which  he  dmims 
priority  in  the  discovery  of,  and  also  the  naming  of  the  excito-M- 
eretory  system  of  nerves.  The  letter  was  prepared  for,  and  has 
been  communicated  to  the  London  Lancet.  The  extracts  from  the 
transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  pnblished  by 
Dr.  Campbell,  in  the  April  number  of  the  Southern  Medical  ami 
Surgical  Journal,  certainly  speak  strongly  in  favor  of  his  daimt. 
The  question  is  one  which  the  American  profession  cannot  ifgaid 
with  indifference. 


•  Priority  in  Exeeetion  of  the  Lower  Jaw. — The  editor  of  the 
Southern  Journal  of  the  Medical  and  Phyeiccd  Sciences,  in  his 
April  number,  makes  the  amende  honorahle  for  the  chaige  preferrad 
against  us,  of  doing  injustice  to  the  claims  of  Southern  Suigeiy. 
After  admitting  that  we  did  possess  ''the  desired  information''  it 
reference  to  Dr.  Deadrick,  he  copies  our  defence  of  Dr.  Deadridsfi 
claims,  and  thus  concludes  his  article : 

"  We  make  to  Doctor  B.,  our  politest  bow,  and  tender  our  deep- 
est regrets  for  "our  ignorance"  of  his  previous  productions.  We 
are  sorry  that  we  were  instrumental  in  "  arousing  the  emotions  *^ 
of  his  bosom  ;  but  as  we  have  performed  the  duty  which  we  think 
due  to  Doctor  B.,  to  publish  his  vindication  of  Doctor  D/s  daim 
to  priority,  and  to  correct  our  error,  we  dismiss  the  subject." 

As  Dr.  Currey,  (the  editor),  has  been  devoted  to  the  stody  of 
chemistry  and  natund  sciences,  of  which  he  has  been  a  Professor  in 
the  E.  T.  University,  there  is  some  excuse  for  his  neglect  of  the  his- 
tory of  operative  suigery.  Dr.  Currey  has  our  beet  wishes  for  the 
success  of  his  Journal,  which,  under  his  new  administratiott,  has 
been  greatly  improved  in  every  respect. 


XdUoridL  '89T 

Prof.  It.  2>.  JfuMsey, — The  April  nnmber  of  the  American 
JcumaX  of  Medical  Sciences,  contains  a  most  valnable  paper  by 
'this  veteran  in  snrgery,  on  fractures  of  the  neck  of  the  thigh  bone. 
The  paper  is  illustrated  with  nineteen  wood-cnts,  and  taken  alto- 
gether, is  one  of  the  best  that  eycr  emanated  from  the  pen  of  its  dis- 
tiBgaished  author. 


y 


WUiiam  Zatprenee. — ^This  celebrated  writer  and  surgeon,  accord- 
.ing  to  the  author  of  ihe  Clinical  Reports,  published  in  the  London 
^Latuel,  ''  is  as  active  and  expert  in  his  operations,  even  those  of 
the  most  delicate  character,  at  the  present  time,  as  in  hi§  earlier 
days."  Mr.  L.  is  now  over  seventy  years  of  age,  and  we  can 
iearody  credit  the  above,  for  we  saw  him  perform  many  operations 
.during  the  winter  of  1846-7,  and  were  even  then  often  reminded  of 
.that  saying  of  Horace :  Jftdia  senem  eircumveniuni  incommoda. 
Mr.  Lawrence  is  probably  the  moiit  learned  lurgeon  that  Great  Bri- 
tain has  ever  produced. 

Ihie  Fund  Prize,— Edwm  Lee,  M.  R.  C.  S.,  of  London,  has 
obtained  the  Fiske  Fond  Prize,  awarded  by  the  Rhode  Island  Medi- 
cal Society,  for  1855.  His  dissertation  is  on  the  effects  of  climate 
on  tubercuIoTts'  df^A^*. '  '  It  is  published  in  that'most  excellent  quar- 
terly, the  American  Journal  6/  ike  Medical  Seiencee,  for  April. 


From  an'  analysis  of  126  fatal  cases  of  hernia,  in  Guy's 
fiospital,  the  following,  among  other  conclusions,  have  been  come  to 

That  femoral .  hernia,  Dequires  •  operation  25  per  cent  more  fie- 
qiiently  than  inguinal.  •  Success  in  its  reduction  by  the  taxis  being 
leas  frequent.  ' 

That  half  ihe  fatal  cases  of  hernia  die  within  48  hours  after  the 

0peratioiu       

-    That  three-fourths  of  the  cases  which  refuse  to  rally  adter  the  ope- 
ration are  femoral.  

That  in  abobt  69  pet  bent  of  fatal  cases,  inflammation  exists/suf- 
fteient  to  produce  (leatH. 

That  femorri  h^roia*  .is  more  frequently  gangrenous  than  inguinal. 

Thht  raptured  bowel  from  the  taxis,  i«  mont  frequent  in  femoral 
haniia. 
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Edit^aiaL 


That  fecal  extraTmsation  does  not  neoessarSy  foUow  r^itmof 
intestine. 

That  fecal  extravasation  does  not  occnr  bo  often  m  50  per  ee«^ 
in  ca^es  of  rupture  or  perforation  of  the  boweL 

That  in  femoral  hernia  early  operation  is  moit  imperative,  and 
after  operation  much  more  frequently  followed  by  ainking.— Af^« 
BoipUal  Bej^orts,  1S56. 

Jf.  Jf^l^hnf- — AocoTding:  lo  the  repMts  eovitaiiied  in  eoniB  of 
the  foreign  journals,  Malgaigne  has  injarei  {his  Cur  fame  bj  ai 
nnbecomini;  display  of  temper,  in  bis  reply  to  ramarke  made  by  M. 
Goerin,  in  the  Academy  of  Medicine.  Foronee^  aeemed  tohaiv 
foi^tten  a  very  just  saying  of  one  of  his  own  ccHmUymiBn,  Is 
dirrrtki  tUt  opinnms  me  dmtjawmia  mliemir  lie  eantn  ;  but  peih^ 
bis  indigna:ion  was  kindled  at  the  want  of  verncitT  in  some  of  IL 
Goerin's  siatf^tics  of  orthoptic  suigeii,  for  it  is  not  onknown  te 
many  of  our  rcaderes  that  the  latter  has  more  than 
ground  for  suspecting  the  accnracy  of 
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OBIQIKAL  COlfMIJNICATIONS. 


Oravid  Uterus  of  a  Caw  ai  the  third  month  of  Oestation — pre- 
sented  to  the  Montgomery  County  Medical  Society^  .May^ 
1857.    By  H.  Gatou  Caret,  M.  D.,  Dayton. 

Comparative  physiology  abounds  in  means  for  the  illustra- 
tion and  study  of  human  physiology.  The  objects  compre- 
hended by  the  former  are  subject  to  the  same  general  laws 
that  preside  over  the  latter ;  and  although  we  are  accustomed 
to  contemplate  man  as  superior  to  the  organic  world  that  sur- 
rounds him,  yet,  in  hb  ultimate  physical  construction,  he  does 
not  differ  in  any  essential  manner  from  the  microscopic  being 
that  luxuriates  in  a  drop  of  water.  Each  enjoy  a  principle 
that  enables  them  to  draw  from  the  substances  that  surround 
them  the  proper  elements  for  their  sustenance  and  growth  ; 
but,  even  in  this  respect,  the  nucleated  cell  of  the  vegetable 
kingdom  possesses  powers  superior  to  those  of  man.  The  for- 
mer is  capable  of  converting  the  elements  of  the  inorganic 
kingdom  into  means  for  its  support ;  while  the  latter  is  com- 
pelled to  depend  for  his  subsistence  upon  beings  below  him  in 
the  scale  of  vital  action.  The  remarkable  identity  presented 
by  all  ultimate  organic  operations,  is  the  gordion  knot  of  phy- 
siology, which  the  microscope  of  the  nineteenth  century  has 
unloosed,  and  enables  the  naturalist  to  contemplate  in  a  sim- 
ple nucleated  cell  a  complete  epitome  of  man.  The  establish- 
ment of  this  great  principle  is  second  to  no  other  discovery 
since  the  days  of  Harvey,  and  through  the  agency  of  it,  much 
VOL.  xvin — 26. 
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of  tbe  darkness  and  doabt  wliich  ignonooe  ind  i 

have  imposed  upon  phjsiologf  ate  East  being  cleared  vwrny. 

The  specimen  vhicb  I  present  to  the  Society  this  erenin^ 
i»  not  nitboat  interest.  It  ezhilMtft  pvoaliaritMs  asd  emtej^ 
iii«  appendages  in  a  etatt  of  completeBWB,  Aat  aM  rarely  apt 


FIG.   1. 
[OrMiiiibnua/anwal  ti»  third menlk  qf  fettaSoa, la 

/aitiu,  iU  eitetra  tnd  aratiaikm  on  a  rtdmctd  wsJr. 

a.  a,  a. — FlftpB  of  uterus,  turned  bsak.  (. — Heck  kad  m  tlaa*.  c  *^~ 
Cornut  or  mglw  of  the  utemi.  e.  e..— Oriri*.  /,— Fttttim,  vllktbtu 
and  abdonini  Ikid  open,    f . — nmUIieU  eord,  ditpUjIng  lla  df 


i^Ltft   InoR-     *■ — He«rt,    J, — Diapbrwgia.         __. 

Wollfi»nk.    Umbiliul  trtcriH.    p. — Vmbilieml  Twiolat    (. — 8null   1 
tines,    r.— Tbe  IWer.    j.  1. 1. 1.  «.— Fcetal  and  uatankl  portlMS  tt  ^ 
MKta,  partialljr  Mpukted.] 
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with ;  tnd  also  illnstrates  8ome  points  in  human  physiology, 
that  are  worthy  of  attention.  I  suppose,  from  the  condition 
of  the  ntems  and  embryo,  that  gestation  had  advanced  about 
to  the  third  month.  On  being  remoYod  from  the  animal,  the 
womb  was  engorged  with  blood,  notwithstanding  the  life  of 
the  former  was  destroyed  by  dividing  the  carotids.  The  ves- 
sels were  crowded  together  beneath  the  peritoneal  coat  of  the 
organ,  through  which  their  tortuous  courses  were  very  percep- 
tible. The  body  of  the  uterus  measured  in  its  transverse  and 
longitudinal  diameters  respectively,  twelve  and  fourteen  inches; 
the  neck  being  nearly  half  as  long  as  the  body.  The  walls  of 
the  organ  were  not  so  thick  as  might  be  anticipated,  being  in 
most  places  less  than  half  an  inch.  Beneath  the  comua,  which 
were  long  and  sharply  curved,  and  from  which  the  section  dis- 
played in  the  cut  was  taken,  the  walls  of  the  uterus  were  much 
thicker  and  their  component  structures  far  better  defined. 
The  embryo  was  about  eight  inches  in  length. 

The/cetol  circulation  in  the  calf  is  peculiar.  Instead  of  a 
single  placenta,  as  in  the  human  subject,  there  are  many ;  the 
mother  and  embryo  contributing  about  equally  to  the  forma- 
tion of  these  bodies.  The  umbilical  arteries,  after  emerging 
from  the  navel  of  the  foetus,  and  passing  about  three  inches, 
come  in  contact  with  the  amnion,  upon  which  they  divide  and 
subdivide  like  the  branches  of  a  great  tree.  Each  one  of  these 
branches  or  arterioles,  after  ramifying  for  some  distance  upon 
ibis  membrane,  project  through  it,  and  expand  into  mossy 
tafts,  which,  at  this  stage  of  development,  are  from  one-third 
to  an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter,  and  are  generally  circular. 
The  villi  composing  the  placental  tufts  are  from  two  to  three 
Hnes  long,  and  from  one-half  to  a  line  in  diameter,  at  their 
base. 

Upon  the  surface  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  uterus, 
and  corresponding  in  shape  to  the  foetal  placenta,  there  are 
derations  which  have  been  thrown  out  by  the  glands  of  this 
ot;gan,  that  constitute  the  uterine  portion  of  the  placenta. 
Tbsse  latter  bodies  are  composed  of  minute  tubes  compactly 
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set  together,  one  eoi]  of  whicli  opens  for  the  reeeptioB  of  tht 
villi  of  the  foetal  placeota,  and  the  other  rests  upon  thfl  ^ta- 
dnlar  stmctjire  of  the  ntenu.  When  the  orifioee  of  thew 
tubes  are  floated  open  hj  a  stream  of  water  filling  upon  then, 
they  present  calibers  from  one-third  to  one  line  in  diameter; 
the  whole  structare  resembling  a  coarse  sponge.  The  mater- 
nal placenta  can  readily  be  peeled  off  from  their  attnohmenti 
with  the  nteros  at  this  stage  of  foetal  existence,  and  are  Mat 
at  birth,  like  the  decidna  of  the  human  subject.  The  nteiine 
and  fcetal  portions  of  the  placenta  readily  part  their  conned 
tion  with  each  other,  and  where  this  operation  is  performed 
slowly,  the  villi  of  the  latter  are  readily  seen  emerging  turn 
the  ori&ces  of  the  former,  presenting  a  serrated,  or  digitated 
appearance. 


FIQ.  2. 


— A  plsMnU  of  fkill  tiia,  nlifblUng  fatal 
»Dd  uterine  portion*  purtikll/  detaohad. 
a — Fotlal  portion  of  the  plM«ata. 
b      Uterine  portion  of  the  pltkc«nt». 
t  t  t— Villi  or  fcetal  foot-suaki«B«rfii| 
ftvm  Ihe  ulerine  gluiila. 


There  is  no  distinct  decidua  reflexa  formed  in  the  ntenta  of 
the  cow,  after  the  impregnated  ovum  arrives  in  this  organ. 
An  expanded  radicle  of  the  umbilical  artery,  in  the  form  of  a 
chorial  tuft,  comes  in  contact  with  the  tubular  stmctiire  of  the 
uterus,  which  at  this  stage  is  hypertrophjed  alike  throngboot 
ita  entire  extent,  and  stimulates  it  at  the  point  of  contact  to 
a  rapid  reproduction  of  its  structure.  Granulations  project 
between  the  villi  of  the  foetal  placenta,  and  increase  nntil  the} 
perfectly  embrace  each  foot  stalk  in  a  separate  sheath,  tberet^ 
establishing  a  permanent  connection  between  the  motha  and 
her  offspring. 
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This  process,  though  embodying  the  general  idea  or  princi- 
ple of  a  decidna,  differs  materially  from  the  operation  which 
nature  resorts  to,  in  securing  the  attachment  of  an  ovum  to 
the  human  female.  The  excitement  consequent  to  impregna- 
tion  superinduces  increased  structural  development  through, 
out  the  entire  uterine  apparatus.  This  hyperaction  is  dis- 
played at  an  earlier  period  and  in  a  more  decided  manner  in 
the  interior  lining  of  the  organ,  than  at  any  other  point.  The 
disparity  between  the  growth  of  the  uterus  and  its  mucous 
membrane  is  such,  that  the  latter,  by  encroaching  upon  itself, 
18  thrown  into  folds  or  rags,  which  project  into  the  cavity  of 
the  organ.  The  glands,  which  abundantly  abound  in  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  uterus,  pour  out  nucleated  cells  from 
their  expanded  mouths  until  the  cavity  of  this  organ,  not  oth- 
erwise occupied  by  the  folds  of  the  above  named  membrane, 
18  completely  filled. 

While  these  changes  are  taking  place  in  the  matrix,  the 
impregnated  ovum  is  traveling  along  the  fidlopian  tube, 
where  it  receives  its  shaggy  coat  or  chorion.  On  arriving  at 
the  uterine  portion  of  the  fallopian  tube,  it  passes  directly 
into  the  cavity  of  the  womb.  Here  it  becomes  buried  in  the 
nucleated  cells,  or  blastema,  which  have  been  thrown  out  for 
its  support,  until  it  formed  an  attachment  with  the  womb. 
Soon  the  ovum  is  caught  by  a  fold  of  Uie  hypertrophied  mucous 
membrane,  and  one  or  more  radicles  of  die  chorion  find  their 
way  into,  and  are  embraced  by  the  glandular  orifices  of  the 
uterus,  which  open  in  close  proximity  upon  this  surface.  This 
dontact  stimulates  an  additional  energy  in  the  growth  at  this 
point.  Cells  spring  up,  and  instead  of  embracing  a  single 
duster  of  villi,  as  obtained  in  the  embryo  calf,  they  rapidly 
increase,  giving  to  each  radicle  of  the  chorion  a  sheath,  until 
tlMy  envelop  the  entire  ovum,  and  form  a  distinct  membrane, 
which  constitutes  the  decidua  reflexa  of  the  old  physiologists. 
This  process  has  been  compared,  and  very  aptly,  too,  by 
Coste  of  Paris,  to  granulations  growing  up  around  a  pea  in  a 
Ottostic  issue.    As  the  oYom  advanoes  in  its  development,  the 


404  Cabit — On  0»mparati9$  PJgftialt^, 

decidok  reflexft  is  poshed  before  it  until  it  filb  the  entire  esfilj 
of  the  uteroB,  and  comes  in  contact  and  beeomee  sgglatiiiatod 
with,  the  decidna  vera ;  the  latter  being  nothing  more  than  th» 
hjpertrophied  macoos  membraoe,  or  tabular  Btraetore  of  the 
nteinB. 

The  glandular  or  tulndar  structure  of  the  wfertM,  is  beasti- 
fally  displayed  in  the  specimen  before  OS.  The  tabnli  mre  foil 
BIX  lines  long  at  some  points,  and  by  means  of  a  strong  li^rt, 
their  orifices  can  be  made  oat  by  the  nnassisted  eye,  openiag 
apon  the  macoos  membrane.  The  nraacolar  stmctore  of  the 
organ  is  also  well  shown,  with  ressels  often  as  lai^  as  a  em*! 
quill,  ramifying  throogh  it.  This  portion  is  mach  less  ooi^ 
pact  than  the  muscnlar  stroctore  of  the  hnman  ntems. 


no.  8. 

0.— Ovaw  »f  Bkttml  riM 
connu  InMiw,  t,  k. 


The  eorpuM  luteum  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  featores  of 
the  specimen.  It  is  full  an  inch  in  its  shortest  diameter,  and 
occupies  almost  the  entire  orarium.  Before  it  was  laid  <q>ei, 
the  site  from  which  the  ovum  escaped  was  elevated  into  a 
mammillated  projection,  three  lines  high  and  four  in  d 
at  its  base,  bearing  a  strong  resemblance  in  color  and  g 
appearance  to  a  fungous  growth  corered  with  a  delicate  epi- 
thelium. When  the  corpus  luteom  was  divided  through  the 
oenter,  it  presented  a  rich  yellow  appearance  throoghont  ils 
entire  extent,  was  lobulated,  and  had  a  ^tinct  syatea  of 
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t600el0  following  the  lines  which  marked  the  diyimon  of  the 
lobee.  There  was  no  appearance  of  the  central  clot  or  brown 
grannlar  matter,  which  obtains  in  certain  stages  of  the  corpora 
Intea  of  the  hnman  subject. 

Before  the^  ovnm  escapes  from  the  GhraafBan  vesicles,  the 
inner  surface  of  the  oyisac  becomes  thickened  by  the  deposit 
of  jellow  cellnlar  matter  upon  it.  This  goes  on  increasing, 
and  constitutes  one  of  the  recognised  means  which  secures 
the  extrusion  of  the  ovum  from  the  oyariiun.  When  this  lat- 
ter is  accomplished,  the  nidus,  or  bed  from  which  the  ovum 
aecaped,  fills  up  with  a  coagulum,  or  assemblage  of  brown  col- 
ored granules.  This  mass  after  awhile  loses  its  color,  and 
contracts  into  a  stellated  cicatrix,  and  finally  disappears  alto- 
gether, leaving  its  place  to  be  occupied  by  the  growth  of  the 
corpus  luteum.  The  corpus  luteum  in  the  specimen  has  passed 
through  these  progressive  stages  to  its  present  condition. 

Those  who  have  been  interesting  themselves  in  embryology 
«re  aware  of  the  conflicting  opinions  that  exist  in  the  minds 
of  physiologists  concerning  the  nature  and  offices  of  the  cor- 
pus luteum.  It  is  the  qtieitio  vexata  of  semiology.  This  much 
may  be  stated,  however,  in  which  there  is  a  general  concur- 
rence of  sentiment,  viz :  that  a  corpus  luteum  is  evidence  of 
ovulation,  or  that  an  egg  has  matured  and  escaped,  and  that 
the  yellow  matter  is  an  hypertrophied  condition,  or  granular 
deposit  upon  the  lining  membrane  of  the  ovisac. 

The/o^tfs  in  the  preparation  presents  some  interesting  fea- 
tures, which  are  peculiar  to  intra-uterine  existence.  The  con- 
tents of  the  thorax  and  abdomen  are  laid  bare  by  the  removal 
at  the  parietes  of  these  cavities.  The  heart  and  lungs  of  the 
former,  the  enormous,  vascular  liver,  stomach,  intestines, 
umbilical  arteries  and  vein,  testes,  allantois  and  corpora  Woll- 
flana  of  the  latter,  are  displayed.  The  latter  two  organs  being 
distinctly  foetal  in  their  character,  require  special  attention. 

The  WoUfian  bodies  consist  each  of  nine  lobes  or  convolu- 
tions, the  size  of  a  pea,  attached  to  each  other  laterally,  and 
Mded  upon  themselves,  making  a  kidney-shaped  body  about 
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one  inch  by  nine  lines  in  their  long  and  short  diameters.  Thej 
are  of  a  nat-lnrown  color,  and  are  situated  on  either  aide  «f 
the  spinal  column,  midway  between  the  kidneys  and  testes. 
They  have  excretory  ducts  the  size  of  a  large  hay  straw,  which 
empty  into  the  allantois,  or  rudimentary  bladder,  near  the 
symphisis  pubis.  These  bodies  are  supplied  with  blood  firoB 
the  aorta,  by  several  arterial  branches.  The  Wollfian  bodice 
are  designed  to  subserve  only  a  temporary  purpose  in  the 
higher  vertebrata,  and  are,  at  an  early  period  of  foetal  lifis^ 
superseded  by  the  kidney,  a  more  elaborate  and  complex 
organ;  they,  however,  remain  as  the  permanent  excreting 
apparatus  of  urea  in  the  lower  classes,  as  fishes. 

The  Wolffian  bodies  make  their  appearance  in  the  chide 
towards  the  conclusion  of  the  third  day  of  incubation,  and 
about  the  end  of  the  first  month  in  the  human  subject.  Bor- 
ing the  seventh  week,  these  organs  are  followed  in  the  latter 
by  the  kidneys,  which  spring  from  an  assemblage  of  cells  or 
blastema,  situated  laterally  to  the  Wollfian  bodies.  These 
two  classes  of  organs  progress  pari  pa$9u  in  their  develop- 
ment, until  the  end  of  the  third  month,  when  the  temporary 
kidneys  begin  to  shrivel,  and  continue  to  decrease  in  size  until 
the  time  of  birth,  when  they  are  scarcely  perceptible.  In  the 
preparation,  the  kidneys  are  situated  at  the  upper  portion  of 
the  corpora  Wollfiana,  are  lighter  in  color  than  the  latter, 
and  are  about  three  or  four  lines  in  their  diameters. 

The  allantoU  is  a  temporary  apparatus,  designed  for  the 
separation  of  the  foetal  blood  in  the  embryo  of  the  higher  ver- 
tebrata,  before  the  formation  of  the  placenta.  It  bears  a 
marked  resemblance  in  function  to  the  gills  of  the  mollusca. 
In  the  specimen,  it  accompanies  the  iliac  arteries  as  they 
diverge  from  the  pelvis  of  the  embryo  to  the  umbilicus,  and  is 
situated  between  them.  At  the  lower  portion,  where  the  ducts 
of  the  Wollfian  bodies  enter,  it  is  larger  than  the  arteries,  but 
gradually  decreases  in  diameter  until  it  becomes  a  mere  cord 
at  the  naveL  At  its  lower  portion,  the  allantois  terminates  in 
the  urethra,  and  emerges  from  the  arch  of  the  pubis  to  fona 
the  future  penis. 


In  tlie  bird^  it  first  makes  its  appearance  in  the  form  of  a 
^duster  of  oells  Bpronting  from  the  candle  extremity  of  the 
ambrjo.  These  ceUs,  \>j  liquefaction  of  their  adjacent  pari-' 
etes,  soon  result  in  a  large  yeside,  which  pushes  itself  between 
the  yolk  sac  and  membrane  of  the  shell ;  thus  exposing  the 
Uood  which  courses  freely  in  ressels  upon  its  surface,  to  the 
action  of  the  atmosphere  through  the  porous  shell ;  other  means 
being  proTided  at  an  early  period  for  the  decarbonizing  the 
Uood  in  the  embryo  of  mammalia,  the  allantois  in  these  latter 
seldom  attains  any  considerable  size.  In  these,  the  chief 
office  of  this  structure  consists  in  carrying  the  umbilical  ves- 
sels  of  the  foetus  to  the  chorion,  and  to  serve  as  a  recepta- 
cle for  the  secretion  of  the  WoUfian  bodies  and  kidneys.  As 
wofm  as  the  chorion  is  securely  attached  to  the  maternal  organ^ 
Aere  being  no  further  use  for  the  allantois  in  this  direction, 
it  becomes  constricted  at  the  umbilicus  of  the  embryo,  and 
the  abdominal  portion  soon  is  converted  into  the  urinary 
bladder. 

The  testes  are  within  the  iliac  fossa. 


Ftmoral  Aneurism  cured  hy  Veratrum  Viridej  Mianipulationj 
and  Compreuian.  By  Gbo.  C.  Blackman,  M.  D.,  Profes- 
sor of  Surgery  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio ;  Surgeon  to 
the  Commercial  Hospital. 

John  Austin,  set.  28,  a  native  of  England,  entered  the  Com* 
mercial  Hospital  on  the  7th  of  April.  Four  months  previ- 
ously, he  felt  a  sharp  pain  along  the  course  of  the  femoral 
artery  at  the  junction  of  the  lower  and  middle  third  of  the 
thigh,  and  for  the  first  time  he  observed  a  pulsation  in  this 
region.  He  had  worked  for  many  years  as  a  file-cutter,  and 
had  been  accustomed  to  use  a  small  anvil,  which  was  held 
between  his  thighs.  A  swelling  was  soon  detected,  and  this 
iMmtinued  to  increase  until  the  time  of  his  admission.  There 
was  a  space  of  about  three  inches  between  the  upper  margin 
of  the  tumor  and  Poupart's  ligament,  and  measured  along  the 
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axis  of  the  limb,  the  twelling  was  fin  IdAm  at  ks  baaa.  Tka 
aneurismal  bniit  was  very  distinct,  and  the  pidsationa  pal^ 
ceptiUe  across  the  amphitheater.  Compressiosi  at  the  groia 
caused  the  tumor  to  diminish  oonsiderably  in  siie,  and  il 
would  inmiediately  regain  its  former  dimensions  when  the 
pressure  was  removecL  The  patient  complained  of  nnmbaem 
and  other  painful  sensations  in  the  knee,  leg  and  foot.  Am 
the  tumor  was  daily  increasing,  and  as  there  was  no  olbsr 
indication  of  disease  of  the  arterial  system,  I  determined  to 
bring  the  patient  under  the  influence  of  fcrairum  Tiride^  in 
order  to  subdue  the  force  of  the  circnlation.  From  the  time 
of  his  admission  he  was  kept  on  a  low  diet,  and  cathartiss 
were  administered.  On  the  11th  I  (ordered  six  drops  of  the  tine* 
ture  every  three  hours.  On  the  mcmiing  of  the  12th  I  foand 
that  the  pulse  had  been  reduced  in  frequency  from  M  to  6&i 
At  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.  of  this  day  he  was  brought  before  the 
class,  when  with  my  thumb  I  pressed  forcibly  into  the  ansa 
rismal  sac,  for  the  purpose  of  dislodging  a  portion  of  ito  fihii> 
nous  layers,  hoping  thus  partially  to  obstruct  the  artery,  and 
to  favor  the  further  deposition  of  fibrin  in  the  sac  Skey's 
tourniquet  was  now  applied  with  moderate  force  between  the 
tumor  and  Poupart's  ligament.  The  progress  of  the  case  nuij 
be  learned  from  the  following  record,  kept  by  Dr.  N.  J.  Saw- 
yier,  the  House  Surgeon : 

^^  At  12,  A.  M.,  his  pulse  being  110,  full,  strong  and  bound- 
ing, he  was  bled  3ix.  Pulse  came  down  to  60,  soft  and  regu- 
lar, and  continued  low  for  several  days.  (The  following  aie 
extracts  from  the  Case-Book :) 

^^  April  13th,  A.  M.  Sufiers  no  pain  nor  uneasiness  at  all ; 
slept  well  last  night.  Entire  limb  diminishing  rapidly  in  sixe. 
Kept  the  apparatus  tight.  General  health  good ;  whenever 
any  untoward  symptom  arose,  it  was  promptly  met,  and  the 
patient  kept  in  a  good  condition.  At  intervals,  the  shooting 
pain  was  felt  in  the  tumor,  but  it  gradually  subsided  alto- 
gether. 

^  April  17th.    Prod  Blackman  ordered  the  tourniquet  to 
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be  taken  off,  ihe  bandage  re-applied  from  the  toes,  up  over 
the  tomoTy  upon  which  it  was  to  be  tightly  wrapped,  and  the 
patient  to  be  bled,  after  which  the  following  was  adminifitered : 
Qc  Antimon*  and  Potass.  Tart.  gr.  ^, 
Pulv.  OpiL  -  -  gr.  J, 
Sig.  Take  every  3  hours."  Patient's  pulse  came  down  to  65, 
soft  and  regular. 

^^  April  19th.  Souffle  ceased  entirely,  but  the  pulsation 
continues,  though  it  is  very  weak. 

*^  April  22d.    Pulsation  in  tumor  has  ceased  altogether. 

*'  April  25th.  Is  in  fine  spirits ;  has  no  pain,  and  wants  to 
walk  about.    General  health  very  good. 

^^  April  80th.  Has  walked  some  steps,  and  complains  of 
nothing  but  weakness." 

May  21st.  The  pulsation  in  the  tumor  has  never  returned. 
The  femoral  is  firmly  plugged  as  far  as  the  origin  of  the  pro- 
fimda,  and  in  the  popliteal  space  the  pulsation  of  the  artery  is 
hardly  perceptible.  The  tumor  is  daily  decreasing  in  size, 
and  the  patient  is  anxious  to  leave  the  Hospital  and  resume 
his  business. 

We  need  not  add  that  to  Mr.  Fergusson,  of  King's  College 
Hospital,  London,  is  due  the  credit  of  suggesting  and  prac- 
tising manipulation  in  the  treatment  of  aneurism,  more  espe- 
eially  at  the  root  of  the  neck,  where  the  ligature  could  not  be 
applied.  The  combination  of  treatment  adopted  in  our  case, 
we  believe,  has*  never  before  been  attempted,  and  although  its 
value  cannot  be  established  by  a  single  instance,  we  predict  that 
it  will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  all  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  pathology  of  this  affection. 


A  Remarkable  ease  of  Sjfdromeira.    By  Samuel  P.  Hunt, 

M.  D.,  Morrow,  Warren  Co.,  Ohio. 

Miss  — ,  aged  31,  unmarried,  sought  my  assistance  for  the 
relief  of  an  enormous  distention  of  the  abdomen,  which  was 
supposed  to  be  ascites.    The  ribs  were  separated  from  their 
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■ 
articulation  with  the  spine,  and  altogether  she  presented  a 

most  frightful  aspect.  For  fire  or  six  months  she  had  not 
been  able  to  leave  her  bed,  nor  had  her  friends  been  able  to 
change  her  sheets.  She  suffered  sererely  from  bed  sores. 
For  several  months  her  catamenia  had  not  appeared.  Hav- 
ing determined  to  resort  to  paracentesis  of  the  abdomen, 
aided  by  Dr.  Thacker,  I  proceeded  to  introduce  a  trocar,  a 
little  below  the  umbilicus,  and  drew  off  twelve  gallons,  bj 
measure,  of  an  unctious  fluid,  about  the  consistence  of  oil  of 
vitriol  after  it  has  been  exposed  for  awhile  to  the  light.  The 
fluid  appeared  to  be  completely  evacuated,  and  matters  for 
some  days  progressed  favorably.  In  about  four  weeks,  how- 
ever, there  was  a  reaccumulation,  and  three  gallons  were 
obtained  by  tapping.  The  operation  became  necessary  at 
intervals  of  three  or  four  weeks,  and  during  the  nine  months 
which  she  survived  after  my  first  visit,  she  was  tapped  six- 
teen times.  After  the  third  operation,  the  fluid  changed  in 
consistence,  and  was  of  a  milky  and  rather  purulent  charac* 
ter.  Besides,  the  abdominal  cavity  seemed  to  be  but  imper- 
fectly evacuated,  an  indurated  mass  being  perceptible.  The 
patient  as  already  stated,  died  about  nine  months  after  the  first 
tapping,  and  the  autopsy  revealed  the  following  condition  of 
the  uterus.  The  os  was  entirely  obliterated,  and  the  inferior 
and  anterior  portions  were  in  a  state  of  suppuration,  and 
extensive  adhesions  had  formed  at  various  points,  between 
the  uterus  and  the  peritoneal  lining  of  the  abdominal  walls. 
Within  the  uterine  cavity,  numerous  vesicles  were  found,  some 
of  which  were  three  inches  in  diameter,  while  some  were 
about  the  size  of  a  small  marble.  The  contents  of  these 
varied  in  consistence,  in  the  smaller  being  melicerous,  in  the 
larger  of  a  cheesy  nature.  The  posterior  and  superior  sur- 
faces  of  the  uterus  were  free,  and  the  walls  at  these  points  were 
very  much  attenuated,  being  merely  membranous.  The  inner 
surface  of  the  organ  was  not  materially  changed^  except  in 
the  vicinity  of   the  vesicles. 
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Bandage  qf  Ojfpmim  Pa$ie  far  FradureB-^BY  Niuvfeb, 
FeiUcheif  ehir  Geburtssh,  1,  lSb6— {Translated  far  the 
Western  Lancet  by  W.  E&ausb,  M.  D.,  Cincinnati.) 

.  Dr.  Nenffer  paid  on  his  visit  to  the  hospitals  of  Sebastopol, 
particular  attention  to  the  department  for  simple  and  com- 
plicated fractoresy  where  he  daily  enjoyed  the  opportunity 
to  visit  these  patients,  entrusted  by  Prof.  Pirogoff  to  Dr. 
Blechmann's  care.  Within  the  space  6i  not  fully  four  months, 
(Jan.  to  April,  1855,)  250  simple,  and  330  complicated  frac- 
tures were  under  treatment.  The  bandage  used  was  that 
recommended  by  Prof.  Pirogoff.  (See  the  direct  plagiarism 
committed  on  Pirogoff*s  work  on  Clinical  Surgery,  by  the  chief 
Surgeon  to  the  Hungarian  Hussars,  Dr.  Isador  Gluck  in  the 
American  Medical  Monthly,  and  copied  therefrom  in  the 
January  number  of  the  Lancet,  in  1866.)  As,  however,  the 
Gypsum  paste,  as  prepared  by  Pirogoff,  often  either  gets 
loose  or  dry,  even  while  it  is  being  applied,  and  as  the  starch 
bandage  of  Sentin  answers  still  less  its  purpose.  Dr.  Blech- 
mann  (like  Dr.  Lafargue  before  him)  tried  Oypsum  mixed 
with  book-binders'  paste*  His  method,  which  in  his  own 
judgment  fulfills  all  possible  requisites,  is  thus  described  by 


Take  amylum,  boiled  with  water,  (book-binder's  paste,)  as 
much  as  seems  to  be  necessary  for  dressing  the  fractured 
limb,  add  to  it,  without  water,  pulverised  Gypsum,  in  such 
s  quantity  as  to  obtain  a  perfectly  homogeneous  mass,  the 
eonsistence  of  sour  milk  cream;  should  the  paste  alone  be  very 
thick,  then  the  gypsum  must  be  carefully  kneaded  with  it ; 
the  longer  this  is  done,  the  more  fluid  turns  the  mixture. 
Again,  the  more  consistent  the  paste,  the  less  gypsum  is  to 
be  added.  It  is  of  no  account  whether  the  paste  be  warm  or 
cold,  fresh  or  old,  more  or  less  fluid.  If,  however,  both  gyp- 
torn  and  paste  possess  similar  qualities,  equal  parts  of  each 
are  to  be  taken ;  for  instance,  three  spoonsfull  of  paste  to 
three  of  gypsuDL 

The  paste  must  not  be  added  to  the  gypsum,  but  on  the 
posdmjy  liie  gypsum  ta  the  paste,  slowly  and  gradually,  while 
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at  the  same  time  an  assistant  has  oareftdl j  to  mix  titeni  ivMk 
each  other,  pressing  the  mass  with  his  fingers  towards  Us 
Tola  manns,  until  it  assumes  the  following  properties :  No 
particles  of  indigested  gypsum  or  paste  are  present,  the  color 
of  the  mixture  is  white,  like  gypsum  itself;  consistency  resem- 
bles that  of  sour  cream. 

This  paste  prepared,  it  is  painted  by  means  of  the  list 
hand,  or  some  brush  over  the  Unen ;  wounds,  exorisationSy 
orifices  of  shot  wounds,  &c.,  may  be  left  uncovered  isd  IJK* 
turn.  The  bandage  is  usually  dry  in  an  hour,  and  so  firm 
and  compact  that  the  patient  maybe  transported  if  necessaiy, 
without  further  delay,  in  some  vehicle. 


SyphiliMoHon. — ^Dr.  Sperino,  of  Turino,  presented  to  the 
Societe  de  Medecine,  at  Paris,  on  the  8d  of  August  of  last  yesTi 
his  essay  on  sy  philisation.  His  experiments  are  given  under  two 
heads.  Under  the  first  he  treats  of  patients  with  a  primary 
syphilitic  ulcer,  not  subject  yet  to  a  mercurial  treatment 
These  were  treated  by  repeated  inoculation  of  the  syphilitis 
virus,  whereupon  it  invariably  became  evident  that  the  uloeS| 
the  primary  or  those  which  owed  their  origin  to  sexual  inter- 
course, as  also  the  artificial  ulcers,  made  by  the  lancet,  lost  their 
malign  character  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inoculations 
made  on  the  same  subject. 

For  the  other  series  of  experiments,  girls  laboring  mid^ 
secondary  symptoms  were  selected,  and  by  syphilixation  also 
in  these  cases,  a  cure  was  efiected,  more  certain  and  in  ashorter 
time,  than  by  the  usual  antisyphilitic  measures 

The  author  treated  altogether  76  syphilitic  patients,  exehi* 
sively  by  syphilization,  during  the  years  1861-2-8.  Of  these 
76  individuals,  45  suffered  from  primary,  31  with  secondaiy 
symptoms.  Only  with  7  patients,  2  of  whom  had  primaiji 
the  rest  secondary  syphilis,  the  above  treatment  did  not  pre* 
vent  the  reappearance  of  the  disease  at  a  later  period.  Tre* 
nused  inoculation,  however,  proved  even  in  two  of  these  eases 
permanently  efficient.    Furthermore,  the   writer  reBurt% 


t}uil  BTpUliiatioii  ddes  not  only  remove  the  ejiaptome  of  the 
diBcase,  but  the  general  condition  of  the  patient  is  improved 
80  much  bj  it,  ae  to  make  him  present,  after  some  time,  the 
image  of  flourishing  health*  The  Doctor,  therefore,  believea 
himself  justified  in  ascribing  to  syphilisation  the  power  of 
curing  syphilis  completely,  in  its  several  stages,  which  latter 
point,  however,  he  leaves  open  to  further  discussion.  In 
order  to  jurove  the  benefidal  effects  of  syphilisation  on  the 
whole  system,  two  reports  are  super-added  of  instances,  in 
which  the  patients  were  cored  by  means  of  inoculation,  also 
of  fevers  with  which  they  had  been  aflUcted  a  long  time  pre* 
vious  to  their  contracting  syphilis. 

(I  propose  to  give,  in  a  subsequent  number,  the  essence  of 
Boeck's  fine  monograph,  on  the  same  subject.) 

Hxiectian  (^  Ltngual  Nerve^  by  Prof.  Ropery  cf 
Tubingwu — ^A  man,  (Aet  71,)  had  suffered  for  several 
iBonths  in  the  left  side  of  his  tongue  from  severe  pain, 
which  increased  so  much  by  moving  or  touching  the  tongue, 
that  he  had  to  give  up  every  attempt  to  speak,  even  the  touch 
by  the  finger  caused  intolerable  pain,  and  the  deglutition  even 
of  liquid  food  was  so  painful  as  to  make  the  satiation  of  his 
appetite  a  torture  to  him.  The  pain  exacerbated  at  intervals, 
even  without  any  appreciable  cause,  and  to  sudi  a  degree  that 
the  patient  could  not  help  crying  desperately.  Under  such 
oircomstances,  an  exact  examination  of  the  tongue  in  the 
«8ual  manner  proved  impossible.  The  patient  was,  therefore, 
put  under  chloroform.  31ie  posteriorlateral  portion  of  the  left 
aide  of  the  tongue,  by  and  behind  the  soft  palate,  had  previously 
been  designated  as  the  seat  of  disease.  It  seemed  as  if  touch- 
ing some  of  the  enlarged  papillae  of  this  part  mainly  pro- 
dueed  the  pain,  radiating  hence  to  the  neighboring  parts. 
ISie  disease  was  accordingly  presumed  to  be  analogous  to  the 
laifmcief  douUmrtux  of  the  French  writers.  Application 
of  the  actual  cautery  to  the  smartittg  points  was,  therefore^ 
Made  three  times  during  the  year.  It  did  not,  however, 
thoiq^  of  temporary  benefit,  permanently  relieve  the  patient. 
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BiviBioii  of  the  lingnal  nerr^  seemed  therefore  to  be  iadi* 

cated. 

Experiments  on  subjects  showed  that  in  order  to  laj  ths 
nerve  bare,  before  or  at  its  point  of  entrance  into  the  tongM, 
nothing  was  necessary  bnt  to  divide  the  cheek  np  to  the 
ascending  portion  of  the  lower  jaw,  and  thence  to  continie 
the  incision  superficially  to  the  side  of  the  root  of  the  tongae, 
which  is  to  be  drawn  forward  by  means  of  a  hooked  foroepa 
This  operation  was  performed  in  June,  1854.  It  proved 
more  difficult  than  Prof.  Roser  had  a  right  to  expect  from  his 
trials  on  subjects.  The  facial  arteries  bled  freely,  and  had 
to  be  tied  without  delay.  The  chloroform  did  not  act  snS* 
ciently,  though  more  than  two  ounces  were  administered ; 
consequently  the  base  of  the  tongue  could  be  drawn  fortliy  but 
imperfectly;  the  incbion  into  the  cheek  was  made  too  sparingly, 
all  of  which  circumstances  rendered  the  operation  diffienli 
After  some  search,  however,  and  by  the  help  of  an  inteUigent 
assistant,  the  nerve  was  finally  found,  drawn  forth,  and  a 
piece  of  it  excised,  about  three  lines  in  length.  The  wound 
of  the  cheek  was  stitched,  that  of  the  tongue,  however,  left 
alone.  Both  healed  in  a  few  days,  and  the  final  result  was 
favorable  beyond  expectation.  The  patient  has  felt  himself 
completely  relieved  ever  since,  (three  years.) 

The  lingual  nerve  can  easily  be  dissected  on  subjects.  Its 
passage  between  the  ramus  maxillae  ascendens  and  the  dl 
pterygoid,  intern,  before  it  enters  the  oral  cavity  from  behind, 
is  generally  known.  It  disappears  in  the  root  of  the  tongue^ 
between  the  ascending  part  of  the  jaw  and  the  arcus  pidato 
glossus,  to  the  side  of,  externally  to,  and  below  the  m.  s^lo- 
glossus,  spreading  very  soon  after  into  its  branches.  The 
operation  is  easy  or  difficult,  according  as  the  patient's  cheek 
is  lean  or  fat,  the  jaw-bone  low  or  high,  more  or  less  mov^ 
ble,  and  the  inferior  molar  teeth  present  or  not  Sometimes 
Boser  met  with  rigid  tongues,  which  it  was  difficult  to  ele« 
vate.  Once  the  last  inferior  molar  tooth  had  to  be  removed 
on  a  subject,  to  get  access  to  the  nerve.    The  best  way  to 
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find  the  nerre  ftlwsys  seemed  to  be,  to  divide  the  cheek  in  its 
whole  extent,  and  to  continue  the  incision  ttp  to  the  side  of 
the  tongue.  Excision  is,  of  course,  preferable  to  simple  diyi* 
sion  of  the  nerve.  If  possible,  half  an  inch  ought  to 
be  excised  in  all  cases  of  netiralgia,  in  order  to  make  sure  of 
■uecess. 

(The  author,  then,  briefly  mentions  another  case  of  resec- 
tion of  the  inferior  alveolar  nerve,  fully  reported  in  his  Anato- 
mical Surgery,  p.  79.) 

In  both  cases  the  operation  was  indicated,  though  the  peri- 
pheric character  of  the  pain  could  not  be  ascertained.  Only 
the  extreme  tenderness  of  the  tongue  in  the  first  case,  and  the 
permanence  of  the  pain  along  the  nerve  of  the  inferior  max- 
illa, without  further  complication,  seemed  to  speak  against  its 
central  origin.  Roser,  in  fine,  doubts  whether  in  any  of  those 
eases  of  neuralgia,  which  have  been  operated  for,  the  periphe- 
lieal  nature  of  the  disease  was  ever  established  before  the 
aperation. 

Prof.  Schuh,  of  Vienna,  {Wiener  WochenblaUe)  excised  at 
iBOcessive  intervals  for  neuralgia,  of  three  years  standing,  the 
i^gomatic,  infraorbital,  alveolar,  superior  and  inferior  dental 
nerves.  After  the  first  operation  was  performed,  in  the  lygo- 
matic  nerve,  from  which  the  neuralgia  seemed  to  spread,  the 
paroxysms  of  pain  recurred  without  lacrymation  and  redden- 
ing of  the  eye,  which  symptoms  previously  had  attended 
them.  This  was  the  only  advantage  derived  from  the  first 
operation.  At  the  second  excision  the  infraorbital  with  the 
dental  inferior  and  middle  nerves  were  resected.  The  par- 
oxysms, then,  were  subdued  for  six  hours.  After  this  time, 
kowerer,  the  puns,  not  diminished  in  intensity  nor  in  fre- 
quency, recommenced.  All  the  muscles  of  that  side  of  the 
UfOb  were  still  convulsed,  except  the  region  of  the  infraor- 
bital nerve,  which  remained  free  from  pain.  Finally,  after 
ike  division  of  the  superior  alveolar  nerve,  and  after  the  ex- 
cision of  some  portion  of  the  superior  dental  nerve,  the  pa 
tient  never  had  an  attack  again.  Schuk  believes  that  his  first 
VOL.  xvm— 27. 
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operation  was  mmecessary,  perhaps,  also  the  second,  the  pais 
in  the  province  of  the  infraorbital  nerre  not  having  been  feb 
in  ril  the  paroxysms,  nor  had  the  first  two  operations  any  effed 
upon  it.  The  spreading  of  the  pain  from  the  region  jol 
below  the  molar  arch  deserves  some  attention.  It  corres- 
ponds anatomicallj  to  the  posterior  dental  as  also  to  the  inferier 
alveolar  nerves.  Schuh's  case,  moreover,  proves  bow  little 
dangerous  these  operations  are,  how  well  they  are  tolerated, 
and  how  beneficial  they  are,  when  it  is  possible  te  detect  the 
diseased  nerve.  The  Surgeon  should  never  feel  himself  dis- 
couraged by  one  or  several  unsuccessful  operations. 


Syphilitie  Vleer  of  the  Under  Lip  JtRdaken  fw  Oaneer. 
By  C.  S.  MusoBOFT,  M.  D.,  CincinnatL 

On  the  10th  day  of  February  last,  Mr. ^  aged  96 

years,  consulted  me  concerning  a  sore  which  he  had  upon  tha 
lower  lip,  near  to  the  left  comer  of  the  mouth.  At  that  tins 
the  sore  was  perfectly  round,  with  raised  edges,  hard  base, 
of  a  greyish  red  color,  and  it  was  extremely  painful,  so  much 
so  that  he  could  not  sleep  well  at  night.  The  sub-maxillary 
gland  of  the  same  side  was  very  much  swelled  and  painful, 
having  acquired  the  size  of  a  small  hen  egg ;  the  glands  of 
the  neck  were  also  swollen.  The  patient  having  most  posi- 
tively denied  any  previous  existence  of  syphilis,  I  regarded 
the  sore  as  having  been  caused  by  the  use  of  tobacco,  or  some 
unknown  local  poison.  He  thought  that  it  originated  firom  a 
simple  fever  blister.  Up  to  this  time  the  ulcer  had  existed 
about  a  month.  General  remedies  were  prescribed,  a  salve 
for  the  lip,  and  a  stimulating  liniment  to  the  neck.  On  the 
16th  he  was  much  better,  the  sore  was  healing  nicely,  the 
glandular  pain  and  swelling  nearly  gone.  He  was  directed  to 
return  every  other  day  for  examination,  but  did  not  come 
again  until  the  6th  of  the  following  month,  (March,)  a  space 
of  seventeen  days,  by  which  time  the  ulcer  had  become  worse, 
and  much  enlarged.    It  retained  the  same  color,  i^pearanee 
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ftnd  hard  base,  and  secreted  freely  a  sanions  fluid.    The 
Bobmazillary  gland  very  little  larger  than  natural. 

Remedies  were  again  addressed  to  the  general  system,  and 
Ae  perchloride  of  iron  applied  to  the  ulcer.  In  two  days  the 
sore  had  again  begun  to  heal.  The  patient  was  directed  to 
return  often,  so  that  the  progress  of  the  case  might  be  care- 
fully watched.  He  being  again  buoyed  up  by  the  hopes  of  a 
speedy  cure,  and  relying  upon  the  use  of  the  remedies  pre- 
scribed at  his  last  visit,  did  not  return  for  two  weeks.  By 
this  time  the  sore  had  grown  much  worse,  and  becoming  dis- 
satisfied with  what  he  supposed  to  be  a  want  of  skill  in  his 
physician,  (but  which  was  in  truth  his  own  neglect,)  he  con- 
sulted several  others,  who  pronounced  the  disease  malignant, 
and  recommended  extirpation  with  the  knife.  His  visit  at 
this  time  was  to  tell  me  his  willingness  to  submit  to  a  cutting 
operation,  and  to  choose  another  medical  attendant.  He  also 
said  the  disease  had  extended  to  his  throat,  which  he  requested 
me  to  examine.  I  found  a  form  of  ulcer  which  is  only  seen 
in  secondary  syphilis,  and  told  him  so.  On  his  again  being 
carefully  questioned  on  the  subject  of  previous  contagion,  he 
acknowledged  that  he  had  chancres  on  his  penis  four  years 
ago,  but  that  they  were  burnt  off  with  caustic,  and  healed 
without  any  constitutional  treatment.  To  me  this  was  the 
key  to  the  whole  mystery.  It  is  very  true  the  above  sore 
from  the  first  had  the  appearance  of  malignant  disease,  but 
fbr  the  few  following  reasons  I  never  thought  it  cancer.  The 
age  of -the  patient  did  not  favor  it,  the  sore  at  two  different 
periods  during  the  treatment  was  healing  kindly,  the  glandu- 
lar pain  and  swelling  subsiding,  and  showing  no  disposition 
to  return  when  properly  attended  to,  and  last  of  all,  as  I  have 
sinee  learned,  the  sore  has  entirely  healed,  and  that  too,  upon 
Ae  same  class  of  remedies  that  he  was  taking  under  my  direc- 
tionSi  but  which  he  abandoned  from  fear  of  a  fatal  result. 
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A  Case  of  totmnd  cf  ihe  Soft  PdkU.    By  Oalvoi  Wbsi,  1L 
D.,  Hagentown,  Ind. 

About  12  M.y  Jan'j.  2, 1867,  Clara  IQneman,  mL  4  yean^ 
having  in  her  month  a  dinner  horn,  of  the  kind  called  tcmgno 
horn  (tin)  fell  upon  it,  which  separated  the  uTula,  in  length 
about  f  of  an  inch,  and  pared  down  the  columnB  of  the  archea 
of  the  palate,  a  strip  about  f  of  an  inch  wide,  quite  down  to 
their  lower  attachments,  letting  the  uvula  rest  upon  the  pos- 
terior portion  of  the  tongue.  I  was  absent  when  called,  and 
several  medical  gentlemen  saw  the  case  before  me,  but  sA 
declined  attendance.  On  the  8d,  when  I  saw  the  case,  the 
parents  were  just  ready  to  take  the  cars  for  Cincinnati,  in 
search  of  surgical  aid.  Sutures  were  applied  by  Prof.  Black- 
man,  but  soon  became  detached  in  consequence  of  the  musea- 
lar  contraction  of  the  parts.  On  their  return,  the  case  was 
placed  under  my  care.  It  was  watched  carefiilly,  and  as  fine, 
strong,  healthy  granulations  began  to  appear,  it  was  thought 
best  to  wait  for  nature's  efforts.  As  granulations  sprang  from 
both  sides  of  the  wound,  their  union  in  the  middle  seemed  to 
approximate  the  divided  portions  of  the  arches,  and  actuaUy 
raise  the  uvula  from  the  dorsum  of  the  tongue.  The  irritation 
caused  by  deglutition  did  not  appear  to  retard  the  case  further 
than  to  break  down  a  few  of  the  more  feeble  granulations. 

March  1. — ^Union  complete  the  entire  length  of  the  inci- 
sion — about  2j^  inches.  The  aperture  seems  somewhat  eon* 
tracted  in  its  diameters,  as  would  naturally  be  the  case  where 
granulations  arise  from  opposite  surfaces  perpendicularly  to 
each  other.  Has  realised  no  difficulty  in  respiration  or  d^la* 
tition. 

April  25th,  1857.— This  day  examined  the  cicatrix,  whidi 
seems  to  be  lessening  in  size.  The  voice  is  not  dear,  but  suf- 
ficiently so  as  to  be  well  understood.  The  uvula  depends 
towards  the  dorsum  of  the  tongue,  but  does  not  touch  it  by 
about  three-eighths  of  an  inch.  Her  health  has  been  excel- 
lent all  the  time.    Will  not  extent  or  width  of  the  cicatrix  be 
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muoli  lessened  as  age  advances  ?  Should  ire  not  expect 
improTement  in  dimension  of  the  aperture  of  the  throat,  so  as 
to  recoyer  the  natural  voice  ? 


i^i^i^Mi 


COMIOSBCIAL  HOSPITAL  BEPOBTS. 


Didoeation  of  the  Head  of  the  Femur  into  the  Thyroid  Fora- 
ffieift.— (Reported  by  K  J.  Sawyier,  M.  D.,  Besident  Sur- 
geon.)   Prof.  Geo.  C.  Blackman,  Attending  Surgeon. 

James  Lee,  set.  27,  German,  chair-maker,  admitted  May 
8th,  1857.  On  the  morning  of  his  admission,  he  fell  through 
.ibe  hatchways  of  a  warehouse,  a  distance  of  three  stories,  stri- 
king, with  his  left  side,  on  a  plank  floor.  He  was  insensible 
.foft  half  an  hour,  and  after  coming  to  his  senses,  vomited 
ieverely.  When  brought  to  the  Hospital,  five  or  six  hours 
after  the  accident,  reaction  was  fiilly  established.  Skin  hot, 
and  volume  of  pulse  above  the  standard  in  health. 

There  was  a  flesh  wound  on  the  left  brow  and  temple,  a 
■prain  of  the  left  wrist,  and  some  injury  in  the  left  hip  joint. 
in  the  erect  position,  the  foot  of  the  injured  limb  was  separa- 
ted for  a  considerable  distance  from  that  of  the  sound  side,  the 
knee  was  advanced  and  the  body  bent  forward.  A  careful 
Sieasnrement  showed  that  the  iniured  limb  was  a  little  more 
than  an  inch  longer  than  the  other.  The  toes  were  slightly 
•verted.  The  prominence  of  the  trochanter  major  was  deci* 
dedly  diminished.  After  a  most  thorough  examination.  Prof. 
JBkokman  pronounced  the  head  of  the  femur  to  be  in  the  thy- 
xoid  foramen. 

May  9th,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  the  patient  was  taken  into 

the  amphitheater,  in  the  presence  of  the  class,  and  before 

he  operation,  Profl  B.  exhibited  a  large  diagram,  copied  from 

Mr  Aatley  Cooper's  illustration  of  this  form  of  dislocation. 
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snd  directed  the  attrition  of  the  clus  to  the  Tory  vtrikmg 
resemblance  afforded  by  the  patient  aa  he  stood  in  the  erect 
position.  He  was  now  placed  on  a  low  bed,  and  chlorofoni 
administeredy  when  Prof.  B.  commenced  hie  manipulation,  the 
adduction  across  the  sound  limb  being  carried  to  a  greater 
extent  than  in  dislocation  on  the  ileum.  In  other  respectSi 
the  proceeding  was  about  the  same,  and  in  the  course  of  eif^t 
or  ten  minutes  the  head  slipped  into  the  acetabulum.  Nothing 
worthy  of  note  followed ;  perfect  lest  was  enjoined  for  some 
ten  days,  when  the  patient  was  permitted  to  walk  a  little  on 
crutches. 

May  22. — ^Patient  is  fast  recovering,  and  is  anxious  to  leare 
for  his  home. 


Phantom  TStmar. — ^Margaret  Mahony,  »t  27,  Irish 
rant ;  single ;  admitted  Oct.  18th,  1856.  The  patient  is 
short  in  stature,  broad  and  rather  fleshy,  and  of  nenrons- 
sanguine  temperament.  When  nineteen  years  of  age  she 
was  delivered  of  a  child,  without  the  use  of  instruments,  and 
quickly  regained  her  usual  good  health. 

Three  years  ago  she  was  taken,  as  she  expresses  it,  with 
^^  a  weakness  at  the  pit  of  her  stomach,^'  which  came  on  in  the 
morning,  lasted  about  three  hours,  and  then  passed  away. 
During  these  attacks,  she  had  but  Utile  pain,  but  was  extremely 
weak  and  faint.  At  this  time  she  noticed  ^  a  swelling  "  in 
the  left  iliac  region,  and  one  in  the  epigastric  region,  as  if 
there  were  small  round  bodies  in  the  abdominal  cavity;  these 
increased  in  size  at  the  menstrual  periods,  and  when  the  flow 
ceased,  the  tumors  diminished.  Since  their  first  appearance^ 
however,  they  have  gradually  increased,  partially  disappear- 
ing for  a  short  time,  and  then  returning  larger  tiian  before. 

Until  within  a  short  time,  she  has  been  perfectly  regular, 
and  suffered  no  more  at  the  catamenial  period  than  femaleB 
usually  do ;  but  up  to  May  17th,  when  there  was  **  a  show,** 
of  short  duration,  she  had  *^  seen  nothing  "  for  four  months. 
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Soon  after  entering  the  Hoipital,  the  following  prescription 
was  ordered: 

9  Potass.  lodid.  3  iy. 

Aq.  Distil.,     3  viij. 
M.  Cap.  cochl.  ampl.  ter.  die. 

This  treatment  was  continued  for  several  weeks,  but  did  no 
good.  Recourse  was  then  had  to  drastic  cathartics,  with  nan- 
seants,  but  they  had  no  effect  on  the  tumor.  Compression  by 
bandaging  was  also  tried,  with  like  success. 

For  two  months  the  enlargement  has  not  diminished,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  increased,  and  to  such  an  extent  that  she  can 
not  eat  half  of  a  meal  without  feeling  '^  full,"  and  unable  to 
swallow  more,  though  her  appetite  is  not  satisfied.  At  present 
she  has  the  appearance  of  a  woman  eight  months  advanced  in 
pregnancy;  the  abdomen  is  regular  in  outline,  commonly; 
aeems,  sometimes,  to  the  taxis,  as  if  the  cavity  was  inflated ; 
at  others,  as  if  it  contained  an  encysted  ovarian  tumor.  Some- 
times, and  especially  when  the  patient  is  under  the  influence 
of  chloroform,  there  arises,  in  the  track  of  the  recti  muscles, 
a  large,  tough  roll,  while  the  sides  of  the  abdomen  are  drawn 
into  irregular  shapes,  and  sulci  formed,  running  in  various 
directions.  The  umbilicus  is  slightly  protuberant.  There  is 
no  enlargement  of  the  superficial  veins,  nor  any  unusual 
appearance  on  the  surface  of  the  abdomen,  excepting  a  num- 
ber of  silvery  lines,  such  as  are  occasionally  seen  on  women 
who  have  borne  children. 

At  no  time  has  she  had  any  trouble  about  retaining,  or 
passing  water ;  no  pains  in  the  back  or  thighs,  nor  any  bear- 
ing-down puns.    Her  general  health  is  very  good. 

On  April  29th  it  was  determined  to  learn  more  of  the  char- 
acter of  the  tumor,  and  Prof.  Blackman  accordingly  entered 
an  ezploring-needle  at  a  point  about  three  inches  to  the  left 
ojf^  and  below,  the  umbilicus,  where  there  was  marked  dullness 
on  percussion ;  nothing,  however,  passed  from  the  canula.  It 
was,  therefore,  withdrawn,  the  proper  dressing  applied  to  the 
wound,  and  the  patient  put  to  bed.    Two  hours  afterwards. 
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ihe  was  Ukea  with  great  ]»ain  and  teadeinieM  on  preonm^  k 
the  region  of  the  puncture,  accompanied  by  conatitatioiial  dis- 
turbance, indicatiye  of  incipient  peritonitis.  FiTe  wet  eups 
were  immediately  applied  over  the  seat  of  pain,  followed  by 
bladders  of  ice,  and  PuIt.  Opii,  grs.  ij,  giTon  internally.  At 
4,  P.  M.,  the  pain  had  subsided,  but  some  tendemees  stiU 
remained.  Next  day  she  was  up,  and  about  the  ward,  as 
usual. 

May  16th. — She  was  brought  before  the  Glass,  chlorofera 
was  administered,  and  Prof.  Blackman  introduced  the  uterine 
sound,  when,  to  the  astonishment  of  all  present,  ihe  tmmcr 
entirely  di$appeared.  There  was  no  perceptible  discharge  of 
either  gas  or  fluid  from  the  Tagiua.  The  abdomen  became 
soft  and  flaccid,  and  the  point  of  ihe  eound  eouU  be  ditimei^ 
feU  two  inehee  above  the  wnbiHeue! 

The  patient  was  carried  to  her  bed,  where  she  had  a  hys- 
terical fit,  which  lasted  about  twenty  minutes,  and  the  tumsr 
returned  larger  than  before.  After  the  effects  of  the  chloro- 
form had  passed,  she  suffered  no  uneasiness  whaterer,  and  op 
to  the  present  date  (May  22d),  has  enjoyed  good  heakht 
although  the  tumor  retains  its  former  size. 

Sburvy. — (Reported  by  William  Hays,  M.  D.,  Resident  Phy- 
sician.)   Prof.  L.  M.  Lawson,  Attending  Physician. 

John  Weston,  est.  25,  American,  butcher,  of  lymphatic  tem- 
perament, was  admitted  into  the  house,  April  21st.  States 
that  he  has  not  been  in  good  health  for  ten  weeks — at  that 
time  first  felt  some  soreness  and  stiffness  of  limbs — about  same 
time  observed  spots  upon  lower  extremities.  Has  had  soma 
little  hemorrhage  from  the  gums,  these  havOy  also,  been  sore 
for  one  week.  States  that  he  has  been  living  on  a  diet  of  salt 
pork,  com  bread  and  coffee,  without  vegetables,  during  the 
winter. 

When  admitted,  his  skin  was  of  a  dusky  hue,  with  conside- 
rable pufKness ;  capillary  circulation  languid,  lips  and  tongue 
pale ;  gums  soft,  spongy  and  livid,  with  great  tendency  to 


bleeding.  Hm  eztensiTe  eocbjmoBis  of  the  inner  portioon 
of  the  lower  extremitiee,  also  great  soreness  and  stiffness, 
petechial  spots  very  prominent — ^has  frequent  hemorrhage 
from  nose,  which  scarcely  stains  the  bed  clothing.  Tongue 
clean,  moist,  but  very  pale ;  appetite  good ;  pulse  slow  and 
feeble ;  skin  cool ;  urine  free,  but  highly  colored. 

His  treatment  was  as  follows  : 

Good  diet,  especially  vegetables. 

Lemonade,  ad  libitum. 

Citrate  of  Iron,  grs.  v.,  ter.  die. 

Application  of  Muriate  Tinct.  of  Iron  once  in  three  days  to 
gams,  with  Volatile  Liniment  for  the  limbs. 

With  attention  to  bowels,  etc.,  this  constituted  the  whole 
treatment  of  the  case. 

The  patient  was  discharged  a  few  days  since  in  good  health, 
We  have  had  several  cases  of  the  same  disease  during  the 
spring,  have  treated  them  all  as  the  above,  and  have  been 
equally  as  successful  with  all. 

Ddirium  Tremen^^-^complieated  mlh  Pneumonia. 

John  Mathias,  aet.  28,  Qerman  laborer,  of  sanguine  tem- 
perament, was  admitted  into  the  Hospital,  April  2d.  States 
ihat  he  has  not  been  well  for  three  weeks,  at  that  time 
caught  a  slight  cold,  felt  chill  and  fever,  and  about  same 
time  felt  a  sharp  pain  in  left  breast,  never  observed  blood  in 
liiB  sputa,  until  the  day  previous  to  his  admission,  and  at  that 
time  commenced  coughing. 

At  present,  has  cough.  Expectorates  tenacious  mucus 
with  blood,  has  a  sharp  pain  in  the  left  breast,  which  is 
greatly  increased  in  coughing  or  in  taking  a  foil  inspiration ; 
testa  easiest  on  right  side.  On  percussing  the  right  breast  is 
xmtfaer  resonant;  anterior  portion  of  left  lung  rather  flat; 
Tety  distinct  dullness  over  posterior  portion  of  the  same ; 
want  of  respiratory  murmur  over  the  whole  of  left  lung ; 
loDnohial  respiration  distinct  with  bronchophony;  bowels 
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free,  tongue  flabby,  tremulous,  and  comted  with  yellow  for ; 
pulse  100,  quick  and  tolerably  full;  respiration  hurried,  40 
to  the  minute.  Admits  that  he  has  been  drinking  lager  beer 
freely,  but  very  little  whiskey. 

Qr. — Tart.  Antim.  grs.  i. 
Morph.  Sulph.  grs.  i. 
To  be  given  every  three  hours. 
Chest  to  be  wrapped  in  flannels  wrung  from  hot  water. 

3d.  No  particular  change ;  bowels  not  moved. 

^l. — Calomel,  grs.  v. 
Jalap,  grs.  vii. 

4th.  Wakeful  all  night;  tongue  tremulous,  dry,  and  still 
coated;  bowels  not  moved;  pulse  frdl  and  eighty  to  minute; 
respiration  hurried  ;  somewhat  delirious ;  appetite  poor. 

Qr. — ^Repeat  the  above. 
Glass  of  ale  every  four  hours. 
Other  treatment  continued. 

«5th.  Very  delirious,  has  been  so  during  the  whole  of  the 
night;  tremor  excessive,  perspiration  profuse;  bowels  free; 
no  appetite ;  mouth  and  tongue  dry ;  pupil  dilated. 
]^. — Continue  morphia  and  antimony. 

6th. — Died  this  morning  at  four  o'clock,  after  a  night  of 
continued  raving.  Seeming  to  have  worn  out  from  great 
muscular  exertion. 

Fost-mortem  Examination. — ^We  found  the  pia  mater  inds- 
rated,  the  blood  vessels  of  the  brain  considerably  engorged; 
deposits  of  fibrine  over  various  portions  of  the  brain,  wilfa  a 
considerable  efiusion  of  serum;  the  brain  itaelf  seemed 
perfectly  healthy.  The  right  lung  was  found  perfeetly 
healthy,  the  anterior  portion  of  left  lung  was  Buffideaily 
engorged  to  be  called  diseased.  The  posterior  portion 
seemed  to  have  been  solidified,  but  at  the  time  of  death 
entering  the  stage  of  dissolution. 
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Mb.  Editor  : — ^In  the  last  number  (May)  of  the  Western 
Lancely  appears  an  article  with  the  initial  ^'  W."  as  its  author. 
Having  carefully  perused  it,  we  are  somewhat  at  a  loss  as  to 
the  motive  and  purpose  of  the  writer.  After  having  devoted 
a  page  to  the  consideration  of  the  comparative  value  of  text- 
books and  periodicals  in  general;  he  proceeds  to  a  practical 
application  of  his  premises,  thus :  '^  These  reflections,  with 
others  of  a  kindred  nature,  have  been  forced  upon  us,  by 
comparing  a  paragraph,  in  a  lecture  of  Murphy  on  breech 
presentations,  published  in  London,  1852 ;  with  an  essay 
which  recently  appeared  in  the  Western  Lancet^  with  the 
name  of  Dr.  B.  F.  Richardson,  as  its  author."  It  would  be 
natural  to  infer  from  the  wording  of  this  paragraph,  that  its 
•uthor  had  never  heard  of  that  essay,  prior  to  its  appearance 
in  the  Lancet !  We  must,  therefore,  proceed  upon  the  pre- 
Bomption,  that  he  had  not  the  opportunity  of  listening  to,  or 
participating  in  its  discussion,  which  consumed  the  time  of 
two  regular  meetings  of  the  Cincinnati  Medical  Society. 
The  communication  virtually  sets  forth,  that  the  paragraph 
referred  to,  contains  oS  of  the  esienticd  features  of  the  essay, 
and  that  the  essayist  has  merely  reproduced  and  elaborated 
that  which  Prof.  Murphy  promulgated  four  years  ago ;  for, 
ftfter  having  given  us  the  quotation,  he  thus  sums  up :  ^^  It 
will  be  seen  that  the  lecturer  and  the  essayist,  both  inculcate 
lliree  prominent  precepts  in  breech  cases.  IHrst,  ascertain 
jib»  action  of  the  foetal  heart.  Second^  deliver  speedily  by 
artificial  means,  if  necessary  to  save  the  life  of  the  dlulcL 
TMrdf  make  pressure  on  the  uterus,  daring  the  descent  of 
the  foetus."  Thus,  ^^  W."  asserts  a  parall^sm  between  the 
leeture  and  essay,  and  by  implication  starts  the  presumption, 
at  least,  of  plagiarism  upon  the  part  of  the  essayist.  How 
ft  mind,  well  balanced,  and  disposed  to  ^^  render  unto  Gsesar 
the  things  which  are  Caesar's ;"  could,  after  having  carefully 
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read  the  essaj,  attempt  a  parallelism  between  it  and  IIm 
entire  paragraph  contained  in  the  lecture,  is  to  as  incomiffe- 
hensible.  We  say  the  entire  paragraph, — ^for  the  quotation 
Ittops  short  at  a  semi-colon,  leaying  more  than  one  third  of 
the  paragraph  behind !  Now,  from  inad^ertance  or  9ome  either 
eause^  we  are  not  favored  bj  the  writer,  with  that  portioD, 
which,  if  brought  forward,  would  hare  destroyed  the  paral- 
lelism. The  portion  bo  singularly  omitted,  continues  thus : 
*<  a  moderate  dose  of  ergot  of  rye  would  al$o  be  serviceable 
to  simulate  the  action  of  the  uterus.  In  these  instances  of 
premature  interference,  the  difficulty  of  delivery  is  dtmij/s 
increased,  because  the  head  is  seldom  brought  into  the  pdviM  m 
a  position  so  favorable  as  it  would  have  been^  if  the  uterus  dieme 
expelled  the  chUd;  consequently  the  risk  to  it  is  greater,  ami 
its  safety  wxU  depend  entirely  upon  the  skill  and  intelligenes 
of  the  practitioner  who  undertakes  the  operation :  hence  may 
be  inferred  the  importance  of  studying  the  mechanism  of 
these  presentations."    The  italics  are  our  own. 

During  our  professional  career,  it  has  been  our  misfortune 
to  have  had  charge  of  some  85  or  40  pelvic  delireries,  sad 
the  result  in  some  of  them,  impressed  upon  our  mind,  at 
least,  the  ^  importance  of  studying  their  mechanism "  in 
search  of  information,  not  yet  furnished  by  obstetrical  author- 
ities ;  and  we  some  time  ago,  came  to  the  conclusion,  that  the 
child's  life  was  often  sacrificed,  or  seriously  endangered 
before  extrusion  of  the  breech,  even  in  labors  effieienij  and 
not  unusually  protracted ;  and  that  such  cases  imperatively 
demand  interposition  at  the  hands  of  the  medical  attendant; 
in  defiance  of  the  uniform  teaching  to  the  contrary,  of  all 
obstetrical  writers,  so  far  as  our  knowledge  extends. 

By  reference  to  the  entire  paragraph  and  its  context,  on 
pages  268-9  of  Prof.  Murphy's  lectures  on  midwifery,  Lov* 
DON  ed.  1852 ;  it  will  be  observed  that  his  views  and  sugges- 
tions have  exclusive  reference  to  a  particular  species  of  labor; 
in  other  words,  to  lingering  or  inefficient  labor, — ^labors, 
wherein  ^^  the  pains  are  feeble,  and  return  at  long  intervals ;" 


where  ^  the  ebild  descendfl  very  dowly  tliroagh  the  pasM* 
geSy  &c."  The  esdaffiit  suggests  danger  to  the  child  in  all 
breeoh  deliveries,  where  the  breech  is  detained  npon  the  peri- 
neum even  for  a  short  time.  The  leciur^r  does  not  specify 
when  and  in  what  manner  the  funis  is  liable  to  compression. 
The  e$$ajfiai  doei.  The  lecturer  suggests  that  the  action  of 
the  fostal  heart  should  be  ascertained,  but  does  not  inform  ua 
aa  to  the  mode.  The  euayut  doe$  both.  The  lecturer  directs 
that  an  assistant  should  press  firmly  over  the  fundus  uteri, 
without  describing  any  particular  mode,  and  having  no  other 
fiMrpo%e  nor  expeetcUiony  than  that  of  stimulating  the  uterua 
to  more  vigorous  contraction :  also,  that  the  practitioner  shall 
nake  gentle  traction  ^^  uith  the  pain$.'*  In  regard  to  the 
l^atriction  of  acting  with  the  pains  bo  emphatically  enjoined; 
the  essayist  is  at  direct  variance,  and  considers  the  lecturer 
aa  peculiarly  unfortunate  in  its  application  to  deliveries,  where 
^  the  pains  are  feeble,  and  return  at  long  intervals," — the 
iiinis  at  the  same  time,  sustaining  dangerous  pressure.  When 
the  ntero-foetal  circulation  is  being  impaired,  the  danger  to 
the  child  increases  proportionately  with  its  continuance  within 
the  maternal  structures;  and  as  the  uterus  has  but  slight 
power  over  the  fostus,  during  the  latter  stage  of  breech 
deliveries,  even  where  the  contractions  are  vigorous  and  of 
ordinary  frequency ;  in  the  language  of  the  essay,  it  will  not 
do  to  trust  to  their  return.  If  the  precept  of  the  lecturer 
would  be  unsafe,  (as  we  hold  it  would  be),  in  its  application 
to  an  ordinary  artific^  breech  delivery ;  by  what  argument 
oonid  it  be  successfuiy  defended  in  those  where  ^^the  pains 
•re  feeble,  and  return  at  long  intervals,"  the  funis  at  the 
•ame  time  suflfering  pressure  at  the  brim  7  We  now  come  to 
the  but  and  least  suggestion  ^^  the  lecturer,  but  not  of 
the  essayist.  The  lecturer,  in  common  mih  most  authors^ 
advises  pressure  over  the  fundus  uteri,  for  the  sole  and  sim- 
j^e  purpose  of  stimulating  the  nterus  to  more  vigorous  actioui 
where  ^^  the  pains  are  feeble,  and  return  at  long  intervals." 
The  estaif  may  apeak  for  itself:  On  ptgea  44-5,  {Wedem 
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Lanceiy  January,  1857),  we  find  the  fbUowing :  <<  The  medieal 
attendant,  when  in  charge  of  a  breech  delivery,  shooU 
(dwajfs  hare  at  hand  an  aasistant,  who  should  be  earefUly 
instructed  as  to  the  mode  of  applying  his  hands  upon  die 
uterine  globe  externally.  As  soon  as  the  breech  And  abdo- 
men of  the  child  are  expelled,  you  direct  the  attendant  to 
make  steady  and  tolerably  firm  pressure  downwards  and 
backwards,  at  the  same  time  soliciting  the  mother  to  use  all 
of  her  expulsive  force,  &c."  ^'  I  belieye  it  will  be  readily 
admitted  that  we  can  thus  exert  a  very  considerable  degree 
of  expulsive  power,  with  perfect  9afeijf  to  both  mother  aad 
child,  &c/' 

Again:  ^^Now,  what  good  results  hare  we  from  this  mode 
of  manipulation,  in  addition  to  it  s  expulsire  agency  ?  JFirtf^, 
the  pressure  being  made  upon  the  yertez  downwards  aiid 
backwards,  the  chin  is  thereby  farced  upon  the  chest  and  eanh 
pdled  to  remain  there,  and,  as  the  assistants'  hands  are  kqpt 
steadily  applied  to  the  abdomen,  any  tardiness  or  fiulure  in 
the  return  of  uterine  contractions,  is  thus  amply  substituted* 
Secondly  J  such  external  pressure  is  a  powerful  stimulus  to 
uterine  contraction,  thereby  obviating  subsequent  hemorrhage 
consequent  upon  too  sudden  evacuation  of  the  uterine 
cavity."  The  object  of  the  essayist  in  being  thus  minute 
and  explanatory  in  regard  to  the  mode  and  purposes  of  pre»> 
sure  upon  the  uterine  globe,  was  to  meet  the  prominent  objec' 
tion  of  authors  against  traction :  namely,  its  liability  to 
displace  the  head,  causing  it  to  assume  an  unfavorable  posi* 
tion  above  the  brim.  By  consulting  tnat  portion  of  the  pank 
graph  which  we  have  kindly  supplied,  it  will  be  found  that 
Prof.  Murphy  was  totally  unconscious  of  the  two  leading 
purposes  of  the  essayist  in  recommending  pressure ;  and,  as 
through  them  in  part,  he  (the  essayist),  expected  to  gain  access 
to  the  earnest  attention  of  those  who  have  been  heretcrfbre 
content  to  observe  the  cautions  and  injunctions  of  transmitted 
authority;  he  can  but  regret  the  mase  into  which  ''W/' 
Heme  to  have  so  unavoidably  fallen ;  for  we  oould  have  hoped 


fiur  the  weight  of  the  gentleman's  opinion  in  favor  of  the 
proposition,  that,  by  a  particular  mode  of  pressure,  as 
defined  by  the  essay ;  certain  important  ends  might  be  accom- 
plished, of  which  the  lecturer,  as  indicated  by  his  writings, 
had  not  even  thought.  We  are,  however,  doomed  to  disap- 
pointment, for  the  reviewer  shriuks  from  the  responsibility 
of  a  decision  where  ^^  the  positive  and  comparative  value  of 
these  theoretical  suggestions,'*  are  so  closely  balanced  between 
the  lecturer  and  essayist ;  and  we  are  gravely  referred  to  that 
dernier  authority,  ^^the  experienced  practitioner"  for  a 
decision.  What  particular  advantages  the  experienced  prac- 
titioner would  have  in  the  decision  of  ihiM  question,  over  an 
tM-experienced  one,  possessing  common  sense;  we  confess 

ourselves  incapable  of  comprehending. 

We  hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  member  of  the  pro- 
fession, to  aid  in  the  advancement  of  scientific  medicine ; 
and  that  our  efforts  in  that  direction,  may  meet  with  success, 
we  should  be  as  anxious  to  commend  merit  where  everfound^ 
at  careful  to  withhold  praise  where  undeserved.  Our  contri- 
bations  may  difier  in  character,  but  should  correspond  in  the 
■ingle  purpose  of  adding  eameihing  to  that  vast  store  of 
knowledge,  so  free  of  access  to  all,  and  which  has  cost  more 
hours  of  privation  and  mental  labor,  than  any  other.  It  may 
be  the  faculty  of  one  to  coin  material ;  of  another,  to  give 
tiiat  material  its  most  profitable  direction.  Another,  with  an 
analytical  mind,  coupled  with  a  taste  for  research,  will  be 
able  to  protect  the  profession  against  imposition.  Some 
again,  have  the  felicitous  faculty  of  so  ingeniously  arranging 
ike  ideas  and  suggestions  of  others,  as  to  make  them  appear 
new  and  attractive  in  spite  of  our  knowledge  that  nothing 
efiginai  has  been  added,  and  the  same  thing  has  been  tried 
and  rejected  for  the  twentieth  time ! 

This  last  reflection  farcee  upon  our  recolleiAion  an  essay  on 
^  difficult  labors  and  their  treatment,"  which  i^peared  in  the 
poUiahed  proceedings  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society, 
fSnr  1854 ;  with  the  name  of  Dr.  M.  B.  Wright,  as  its  author. 
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The  society  upon  that  occasion,  manifested  its  apprecisticB 
of  the  writer's  ingenuity,  by  awarding  him  the  prise. 

One  object  of  the  foregoing  ^^  has  been  to  show/'  thai 
<<  the  Laneei  with  its  essay,"  did  *^  not  oome  to  the  aid  of 
the  text-book  "  of  Prof.  Mnrphy.  B. 


»M- 
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LeciureM  en  the  PrincipUt  and  Methodi  qf  Medieal  OhgervaAm 
and  Rttearch,  for  the  «m  qf  advanced  Studenie  amd  Jwmt 
PmciUioneri,  Br  Thomas  Laycock,  M,  D.»  F.  It  S.  £..  F.  K 
i  /.  P.,  Professor  of  the  Practice  of  Medicine,  and  of  Clinical 
Medicine  in  the  University  of  Edinbai|;h,  etc.,  etc.,  Blanchard  4 
Lea,  Phila.:  1857 :  pp.  209. 

This  little  Tolame  has  been  for  some  time  apon  oar  table,  and  we 
have  never  opened  it  withoat  exclaiming  in  the  langnage  of  one  of 
the  author's  own  conntrymer.  "  Tats — what*s  the  nse of  reviewiB*? 
Naething  like  a  skreed  of  extracts  into  a  magaieen  taken  in  the 
kintra.''  Bat  instead  of  a  ekreed  at  present,  we  have  room  lor 
only  one,  and  that  is  to  give  in  the  aathor*s  own  words  the  objects 
of  his  work. 

"  When  about  to  enter  for  the  first  time  open  his  duties  as  Pvo- 
fessor  of  Clinical  Medicine,  and  to  deliver  the  summer  oourss  of 
Clinical  Lectures  for  1856,  in  the  University  of  Edinbnigh,  the 
author  looked  about  for  some  elementary  work  on  the  indoetive 
philosophy,  which  he  could  recommend  to  his  class,  for  thsir 
instruction  and  guidance  in  clinical  observttion  and  research.  Bal 
he  found  none,  which  instructs  the  medical  student  in  a  simple  and 
easy  form  how  to  use  his  reason ;  none  which  explains  to  him  in 
especial  the  nature  of  the  mental  processes  by  which  knowledse  is 
acquired  in  his  particular  sphere  of  labor  ;  none  which  teaches  ntm 
the  applications  to  practical  medicine  of  those  aids  to  the  intellectaal 
powers  which  modem  inductive  philosophy  uses  so  commonly  and 
efficiently.  Seeing  this  defect  in  medical  literature,  the  writer 
determined  to  deliver  to  his  class  of  Clinical  Medicine  a  few  lactnies, 
in  which  elementary  principles  and  processes  of  observation  and 
inquiry  should  be  presented  to  it,  in  as  simple  and  attractive  a  form 
an  possible,  and  as  devoid  of  metaphysical  phrases,  aa  they  well 
night  be  madei*' 

Such  are  the  objects  of  the  work,  and  it  is  worthy  the  attention 

of  that  class  for  whom  it  was  intended.    For  sale  by  Bick^,  Mal- 

4  Webb,    Price  •!, 
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Proceedings  of  the  lOA  Annual  Session  of  the  American 

Medical  Association. 

May  5th,  1867. 

The  ABSodation  met  this  morning  at  10  o'clock  in  the  Hall 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  was  called  to  order  by 
Dr.  Zina  Pitcher,  of  Detroit,  Michigan.  Dr.  Bowling,  of  this 
city,  appearing  as  Vice  President,  and  Drs.  Brodie  and  R.  C. 
Foster,  Secretaries. 

Dr.  C.  K.  Winston,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  arrange- 
ments, welcomed  the  members  of  the  Association  to  Nash- 
ville, in  the  following  neat  and  eloquent  address,  extending 
to  them  its  hospitalities : 

itfr.  President  and  Gentlemen  of  the  American  Medical 
Association: — This,  I  believe,  is  the  tenth  annual  meeting  of 
thifl  Association.  As  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments and  Reception,  I  am  charged  with  the  agreeable  duty 
of  welcoming  you  to  the  State  of  Tennessee  and  the  city  of 
Kashville.  I  deeply  regret  that  I  have  not  language  to  express 
this  sentiment  with  sufficient  cordiality.  I  can  only  add,  gen- 
tlemen, in  common  phrase,  ^^  You  are  more  than  welcome." 

You  are  the  representatives  of  a  profession,  distinguished 
ftlike  for  its  antiquity,  its  scientific  attainments,  and  its  use- 
fiilness.  It  constitutes  the  true  link  between  science  and 
philanthropy, — science  and  philanthropy,  moral,  intellectual, 
anid  physical.  Yon  come  from  every  portion  of  this  glorious 
republic — ^from  the  Kennebec  to  the  Rio  Grande — from 
orange  groves  and  golden  sands — ^from  mountains  clad  in  eter- 
nal snow,  and  valkys  smiling  in  perpetual  verdure.  Yon 
oome  not  for  purposes  of  self-aggrandizement  or  personal 
ambition,  nor  yet  to  advance  the  schemes  of  parties  or  stir 
up  the  antipatnies  of  sections.  ^^  You  know  no  North,  no 
South,  no  East,  no  West ;"  but  you  come  as  a  company  of 
philanthropists,  a  band  of  brethren,  that  you  may  pour  the 
acquisitions  of  another  year  into  a  common  treasury,  kneel 
aide  bv  side  at  a  common  altar,  and  drink  the  living  water  as 
it  gusnes  from  a  common  fountain.  You  have  come  to  main- 
tain the  dignity,  to  elevate  the  ensign  of  a  profession,  to  which 
you  have  devoted  your  lives,  and  to  which  you  have  linked 
jour  fortunes. 

YOL.  zvnL— 28. 


482  Proceedings  ^  SoeUiue. 

You  are  the  cultiTators  of  a  profession  eminently  progress' 
ive^  and  admitting  to  the  fullest  extent  the  spirit  and  genios 
of  enterprise.  So  much  may  not  be  so  fully  said  of  otheit. 
Who  could  expect  at  this,  or  any  other  day,  to  embellish  d» 
Commentaries  of  Blackstone,  or  improve  the  pleadings  of 
Ghitty,  or  repoise  the  scales  of  justice  ?  Where  are  the  men 
with  commissions  never  so  divine  who  would  attempt  to  recttt 
the  logic  which  made  Felix  tremble,  or  adorn  the  doctrine  of 
justification  by  faith  ?  Who  hopes  now  to  shed  additional 
light  on  the  pathway  to  the  skies,  or  sing  in  strains  more 
immortal,  the  triumphs  of  the  cross?  Not  so  with  Medicine 
— ^y ours  is  a  rising  orb — ^magnificent  in  its  proportions — ^whib 
others  have  reached  the  Zenith,  yours  has  but  begun  to 
mount  the  heavens — ^while  others  have  begun  to  fade,  toois 
knows  no  eclipse,  nor  decline.  You  revere  the  names  otWp' 
pocrates  and  Sydenham,  of  Brown  and  Gullen,  with  a  host  of 
others ;  you  treasure  up  their  maxims,  and  admire  die  genius 
with  which  they  struck  out  new  truths,  but  you  acknowledge 
no  master,  you  fall  down  at  the  feet  of  no  OamaUeL  Yo« 
have  come  to  the  day  of  free  thought,  of  free  investigation, 
and  free  speech.  You  call  in  Question  the  most  hoary,  as 
well  as  the  most  recent  fact,  ana  you  are  daily  revealing,  in 
floods  of  light,  principles  hid  from  the  foundation  of  die  world. 

You  are  eminently  the  students  of  nature.  While  others 
may  be  led  along  dubious  paths  by  mortal  pedagogues,  your 
teacher  dwells  in  the  realms  of  eternal  light  and  guides  with 
hand  unseen  and  unerring  to  essences  and  first  causes.  The 
formative  chrystal  and  germinal  dot  are  alike  transparent 
before  you.  You  are  taught  the  mysteries  of  the  living  prin- 
ciple ;  the  scalpel  and  retort  are  your  companions,  while  you 
revel  in  the  wonders  of  the  microscopic  world.  You  under- 
stand, somewhat,  the  laws  by  which  a  mote  or  a  mountain  is 
formed,  a  mound  or  a  man  is  made.  The  spear  of  grass 
which  lifls  its  head  in  the  distant  solitude,  the  lordly  oak  and 
imperial  cedar,  instruct  you,  while  air  and  earth  and  sea,  with 
the  creeping  multitude,  yield  treasures  at  your  command. 

You  are  the  veterans  of  a  thousand  battle  fields,  not  of 
mortal  strife,  where  man  meets  man  in  sanguinary  conflict : 
but  where  a  secret  and  impalpable  foe — a  tyrant  who  has 
reigned  from  Adam  till  now, — disposes  his  secret  forces 
and  directs  their  deadly  shafts.  When  others  have  turned 
back  afirighted  and  aghast,  ^ou,  single-handed  and  alone, 
have  met  ^^  the  pestilence  which  walketh  in  darkness  '*  and 
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the  destruction  *^wbicli  marcheih  at  noon-day;''  despoiled 
them  of  ^^  the  armor  wherein  they  trusted/'  and  have  driven 
them,  ignominious,  from  the  field ! 

Were  the  victories  which  you  have  won,  the  conquests 
which  you  have  achieved,  known,  you  would  be  crowned  with 
laurel  more  unfading  than  those  which  entwined  the  brows  of 
Greek  or  Roman  conquerors. 

But  more  and  better  than  all,  you  are  the  lovers  of  your 
race,  the  friends  of  humanity.  Scattered  about  all  over  this 
happy  land,  you  emphatically  ^^  go  about  doing  good.''  Your 
hearts  beat  in  unison  with  human  wo — ^your  ears  are  open  to 
the  cry  of  human  distress,  whether  it  comes  from  the  hovel 


blessings  of  those  who  were  ready  to  perish. 

To  such  a  body  of  men,  thus  actuated,,  thus  coming,  we 
extend  a  cordial  welcome.  We  feel  honored  by  your  pres- 
ence and  expect  to  be  improved,  and  elevated  by  your  inter- 
course. We  throw  wide  our  doors  and  invite  you  to  the  hos- 
pitalities of  our  homes,  and  to  the  kinder  affections  of  our 
nearts. 

After  this  address.  Dr.  Winston  proceeded  to  call  the  roll, 
from  which  it  appeared  that  twenty  States  were  represented, 
and  a  hundred  and  forty-six  delegates  in  attendance,  as  fol- 
loirs: 

OonneetictU — Charles  Hooker. 

New  Sampihire — ^N.  H.  A.  Smalley. 

New  Ycrh-^.  R.  Wood,  D.  M.  Beese,^^G.  N.  Burwell,  and 
A.  March. 

New  Jersey — R.  M.  Cooper. 

Pennsj/lvania — ^R.  Dunglison,  B.  F.  Schenck,  C.  Wister, 
and  P.  Cassidy. 

Georgia^H.  F.  Campbell,  C.  K.  Walton,  N.  F.  Powers, 
A.  H.  Means,  J.  P.  Logan,  M.  H.  Oliver,  T.  S.  Powell,  J.  G. 
Howard,  R.  D.  Arnold,  G.  P.  Paddleford,  and  P.  Brown. 

Alabama — G.  W.  Merriwether,  W.  P.  Reese,  A.  F.  Alex- 
ander, S.  W.  Clanton,  W.  H.  Thornton,  P.  C.  Winn,  T.  S. 
Malone,  W.  J.  Bass,  G.  D.  Norris,  F.  C.  Sowdl,  and  J.  W. 
Moris. 

TenfieiBee — F.  A.  Bamsey,  J.  Rodgers,  R.  0.  Curry,  B.  B. 
Lenoir,  J.  L.  C.  Johnston,  J.  M.  Boyd,  6.  R.  Grant,  T.  A. 
Atchison,  S.  S.  Mayfield,  J.  D.  Eelley,  T.  L.  Maddin,  J.  D. 
Wiaston,  G.  A.  Ma^^eld,  R.  Owen,  W.  P.  Jones,  J.  P.  Ford, 
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B.  C.  Fbeter,  J.  H.  Oallender,  J.  Morton,  A.  H.  BnehaiiM, 
J.  W.  Hoyte,  K  C.  Perkins^  J.  B.  LindBley,  0.  E.  Winitoi, 
P.  F.  Eve,  W.  P.  Moore,  M.  Smith,  W.  BstiU,  B.  W.  Am^ 
H.  H.  Clayton,  H.  M.  Whitaker,  H.  B.  Malone,  T.  M.  Wood- 
son, A.  B.  Ewing,  R.  Martin,  W.  E.  Bowling,  P.  8.  Wood* 
ward,  R.  F.  Evans,  T.  Lipscomb,  M.  Ransom,  J.  A.  Lou^ 
J.  M.  Watson,  W.  D.  Haggard,  J.  S.  Park,  D.  R 
Cliff,  T.  G.  Kennedy,  T.  R.  Jennings,  Ira  Conwell,  J.  S.  Bor- 
ford,  W.  H.  Childress,  W.  A.  Cheatham,  J.  F.  Towns,  J«  M. 
Brannock,  B.  C.  Jellson,  P.  W.  Davis,  G.  F.  Smith,  and  J. 
£•  Manlove. 

Louieiana — S«  0.  Scruggs,  E.  A.  New,  C.  Beard,  mud  Bi 
B.  Fenner. 

Kentucku—S.  Annan,  R.  W.  Gains,  J.  B,  Flint,  J.  W.  Biii- 
deton,  R.  J.  Breckinridge,  S.  C.  Porter,  W.  S.  Ghipley,  & 
M.  Bemoss,  L.  G.  Ray,  W.  A.  Atchison,  E.  G.  Davis,  and  L. 
£.  Almon. 

Indiana— W.  H.  Byford,  W.  W.  Hilt,  J.  Mendenhall,  T. 
Ballard,  N.  Johnson,  D.  W.  YandelL 

Illinois — J.  C.  Hobbs,  A.  H.  Lnoe,  J.  M.  Steel,  E.  E. 
Crothers,  T.  K.  Edmiston,  and  W.  A.  Hillis. 

Missouri — S.  Pollak,  E.  S.  Eraser,  J.  S.  Moore,  and  C.  A. 
Pope. 

Michigan — A.  B.  Palmer,  L.  G.  Robison,Zina  Pitcher,  W. 
Brodie,  L.  H.  Cobb,  M.  Gnnn,  L.  Davenport,  and  P.  Clyne, 

Iowa — Asa  Horr,  W.  Watson,  D.  L.  McGugen,  W.  Watson, 
and  J.  C.  Hughes. 

Ohio — ^H.  F.  Eochne,  J.  M.  'Mosgrove,  B.  S.  Brown,  and 
D.  Ferris. 

Wisconsin — ^H.  McKinney,  and  J.  E.  Bartlett. 

Souih  Carolina — ^E.  R.  Henderson,  M.  S.  Moore,  E  W. 
Gibbs,  and  R.  S.  Bailey. 

Mississippi — ^F.  B.  Shuford,  and  J.  S.  Cain. 

Arkansas — ^F.  Grundy  McGavock. 

Drs.  Felix  Robertson,  John  Shelby,  and  John  Overton,  were 
made  permanent  members  of  the  Association,  by  invitation. 
These  gentlemen  are  our  oldest  citizens,  and  were  among  tht 
first  graduates  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Association  then  took  a  recess  preparatory  to  electiag 
permanent  officers. 

The  following  were  appointed  as  the  committee  on  nomiBfr* 
tions: 

ConneotiGat,  Dr.  Charles  Hooker ;  ladxana^  W.  W.  Hill; 
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New  York,  Jas.  B.  Wood ;  Missouri,  J.  S.  Moore ;  Kentucky, 
R.  J.  Breckinridge ;  Ohio,  B.  S.  Brown ;  Alabama,  W.  r. 
Beese;  New  Jersey,  B.  M.  Cooper;  Pennsylyania,  P.  Oas- 
aidy ;  Tennessee,  J.  B.  Lindsley ;  New  Hampshire,  G.  Smal* 
ley ;  Wisconsin,  J.  K.  Bartlett ;  Michigan,  A.  B.  Palmer ; 
nUnois,  T.  E.  Edmiston ;  Arkansas,  F.  G.  M'Gavock ;  South 
Carolina,  B.  W.  Gibbs ;  Mississippi,  F.  B.  Shuford ;  Louis* 
iana,  S.  0.,  Scruggs;  Georgia,  T.  S.  Pennell;  Iowa,  Asa 
Horr. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Hooker,  of  Connecticut,  the  President 
proceeded  to  deliyer  the  annual  Address. 

On  motion,  (Dr.  Bowline  in  the  chair)  the  thanks  of  the 
Association  were  returned  to  the  Chairman  for  his  able 
Address. 

The  report  on  publication  being  called,  it  was  read  by  Dr. 
0«  Wister,  of  Pennsjlyania. 

Dr.  Wister  also  read  his  report. 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  was  receiyed  and 
adopted. 

Judge  Catron,  of  the  Supreme  Court,  was  inyited  to  a  seat 
near  the  Chairman. 

B.  T.  Fleming,  of  Kentucky,  was  admitted  as  a  delegate 
by  inyitation. 

The  nominating  committee,  reported  as  permanent  officers 
of  the  Association,  Dr.  Paul  F.  Eye,  President,  and  B.  J* 
Breckinridge,  of  Kentucky,  J.  M.  Beese,  of  New  York,  W. 
H.  Byford,  of  Indiana  and  H.  F.  Campbell,  of  Georgia,  Vice 
Presidents. 

On  motion,  the  Association  adjourned  until  9  o'clock,  to- 
morrow. 


BSCOND   DAY. 

The  Assodation  met  at  9  o'clock — ^Dr.  Pitcher  presiding. 

The  minutes  of  last  meeting  read  and  approyed. 

The  new  President,  Dr.  Paul  F.  Eve,  was  then  conducted 
to  the  chair.  Before  entering  upon  his  duties,  he  thus 
addressed  the  Association : 

It  is  with  deep  emotion  I  attempt  to  return  you  my  heart* 
felt  thanks  for  this  distinguished  honor.  In  eleyating  one  so 
■nwcMTthy  of  this  station,  so  ifl-prepared  to  preside  oyer  your 
4efiberation8,  or  carry  out  the  great  designs  of  this  body,  I 
must  express  the  apprehension  that  you  haye  done  yourselyee 
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injustice,  and,  it  may  be,  not  advanced  its  best  mterertB.  Bu, 
believing  that  the  office  should  neither  be  sought  nor  dediiied, 
when  tendered  as  it  has  been,  after  my  State  had  declined  Is 
take  any  part  in  the  nomination  of  a  presiding  officer,  I  enter 
upon  the  discharge  of  its  onerous  duties  with  much  diffidenee, 
and  shall  have  frequent  occasion  to  throw  myself  upon  joar 
considerate  indulgence. 

We  are  engaged,  gentlemen,  in  a  good  and  noble  worL 
Life,  the  greatest  of  human  blessings,  and  health,  the  sweet- 
est stimulus  to  earthly  enjoyments,  are  our  end  and  aim.  We 
live  to  secure  the  one  and  to  preserve  the  other.  To  promote 
these  all-important  objects,  the  medical  profession  of  oar  oomi- 
try  have,  during  the  last  twelve  years,  annually  appointed 
delegates  to  assemble  and  counsel  how  this  may  best  be  effect 
ed.  And  we  are  here  to-day  on  one  of  these  great  festive 
occasions,  and,  amidst  our  conffratulations,  these  glorious 
reunions  of  good-will  and  fellowship  among  the  brotherhood, 
must  not  forget  that  to  us  is  committed  the  health  and  lives 
of  others.  In  maintaining  the  honor  and  increasing  the  use* 
fulness  of  medical  science,  we  become  the  best  contributors  to 
the  welfare  and  happiness  of  those  around  us.  You  have  come 
up  hither  from  the  If orth  and  from  the  South,  from  the  East 
and  from  the  West,  and  have  done  well  neither  to  count  the 
costs  nor  calculate  the  sacrifice ;  for  the  cause  in  which  you 
are  engaged  is  worthy  of  you.  You  present  again  the  subhme 
spectacle  of  brotherhood  from  all  sections  of  this  widely-ex- 
tended Union,  congregated  to  devise  the  best  means  to  relieve 
suffering  humanity  ;  and  may  I  not' add, 

"  Our  souls  bj  loTe  together  knit, 
Cemented,  mixed  in  one — 
One  hope,  one  he«rt»  one  mind,  one  Toiee." 

Dr.  Winston,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements^ 
reported  additional  delegates  since  the  meeting  yesterday. 

Dr.  Hooker,  of  Connecticut,  from  the  Committee  on  Medi- 
cal Topography  and  Epidemics,  made  an  explanation  relative 
to  the  report. 

Dr.  Arnold  submitted  an  abstract  of  the  report  of  Dr.  J. 
F.  Posey,  of  Georgia,  on  Medical  Topography  and  Epidemicf. 
Received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication. 

From  the  same  Committee,  Dr.  Mendenhall  of  Ohio,  Dr. 
AUeyne,  of  Missouri,  Dr.  Beech,  of  Michigan,  were  granted 
further  time. 
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No  reports  from  Alabama,  Indiana,  Wisconsin,  dinois,  U« 
8.  Army,  Navy  and  California,  on  the  same  subject. 

Dr.  Winston  presented  a  commonication  from  the  Southern 
Methodist  Book  Concern,  extending  an  invitation  to  the  Asso- 
ciation to  visit  that  establishment  during  their  stay  in  the  city. 
Received. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  intelligence  had  just  been  received, 
announcing  the  death  of  Dr.  T.  J.  Grafton,  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Medical  Topography  and  Epidemics  from  Missis- 
sippi. 

A  telegraphic  dispatch  was  read  from  Dr.  J.  Marion  Sims, 
of  New  York. 

Dr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  submitted  two  reports,  which  were 
referred  to  a  special  Committee. 

The  Special  Committee  being  called,  a  letter  from  Dr.  E. 
R.  Peaslee,  of  Maine,  was  read,  declining  to  serve  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Inflammation — ^its  Pathology,  etc. 

No  reports  from  Dr.  Hutchinson  and  Dr.  Isaacs,  of  New 
York;  the  Committee  on  Anatomy  and  Histology  of  the  Cervix 
UterL 

Dr.  J.  Taylor  Bradford,  of  Kentucky,  to  report  upon  the 
Treatment  of  Cholera,  not  present. 

Dr.  Mark  Stephenson,  of  New  York,  to  report  upon  the 
treatment  best  adapted  to  each  variety  of  Cal^iract,  etc.,  sub- 
nttted  a  communication  through  Dr.  Reese. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Corson,  to  report  upon  the  causes  of  the  impulse 
at  the  Heart,  etc.,  through  a  letter,  asked  for  further  time. 

Dr.  D.  Meredith  Reese,  of  New  York,  one  of  the  newly 
dected  Vice-Presidents,  to  report  upon  the  causes  of  Infant 
Mortality,  etc.,  submitted  an  able  and  lengthy  paper  on  the 
subject.  Notwithstanding  his  peculiar  notions  about  marriage, 
his  hatred  to  ^^  soot  tea,"  Grodfrey's  Cordial,  catnip,  goose 
gnoBCy  etc.,  there  were  m%ny  scientific  truths  contained  in 
the  report,  which  will  be  received  by  the  profession  as  hiffhly 
valuable.  The  paper  was  referred  to  the  Publication  Com- 
Bittee. 

The  President  appointed  Drs.  Currey,  Grant  and  Evans,  a 
Committee  on  Voluntary  Contributions. 

A  communication  was  read  from  Dr.  J.  B.  Lindsley,  from 
the  Medical  Association  of  Washington  City,  inviting  the 
National  Association  to  hold  their  next  annual  meeting  in  that 
city.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Nominations. 
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On  motion  of  Dr.  WinBton,  Dr.  Shelby  was  iniited  to  ocei^ 
a  seat  with  the  Chairman. 

Dr.  Hobbs,  of  Illinois,  offered  a  resolation^  providine  fiir 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  whom  all  essays  should  be 
referred.  After  some  discussion,  the  resolutioii  was  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

A  communication  was  read,  signed  by  seyeral  members  of 
the  Association,  protesting  against  the  amnission  of  delegafeaa 
from  the  Oglethorpe  Medici  College  of  Savannah,  on  tbe 
ground  that  it  is  not  a  regularly  organized  College. 

Dr.  Benson,  delegate  &om  that  Institntion,  by  motion  was 
allowed  to  address  the  Association.  He  spoke  with  much  feel- 
ing, giving  suitable  reasons  why  some  of  the  chain  had  not 
been  filled  in  that  College,  and  why  the  protest  had  been  offsr- 
ed,  that  it  had  been  signed  by  Professors  and  gradnates  in  a 
College  which  had  for  seyeral  years  past  be^A  direetly  oppo- 
sed to  them. 

Dr.  Arnold,  of  G^rgia,  arose.  He  said  that  one  of  the 
signers  was  a  graduate  of  Tennessee,  and  in  a  great  state  of 
excitement,  he  demanded  whether  the  gentleman  denied  it. 

Order  was  called  for,  and  Dr.  Benson  stated  he  had  been 
so  informed,  and  that  if  he  was  mistaken,  he  would  like  to  bo 
corrected  in  a  gentlemanly  manner. 

Dr.  Buchanan,  of  Tennessee,  regretted  that  a  fire-brand 
had  been  thrown  into  this  Association,  and  he  hoped  the  mat- 
ter in  question  would  be  dropped. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  protest  be  laid  on  the  taUe. 
Carried. 

Dr.  Palmer,  of  Michigan,  moved  that  the  whole  matter  be 
referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  which  was  afterwards  amend- 
ed, so  that  no  Professor  should  be  appointed  on  the  commit 
tee.     Resolution  and  amendment  adopted. 

Dr.  Felix  Robertson,  the  first  male  child  bom  in  the  city 
of  Nashville,  appeared  and  was  conducted  to  the  stand. 

The  Association  then  proceeded  to  the  regular  business. 

Dr.  J.  Foster  Jenkins,  of  New  York,  to  report  upon  Spon- 
taneous Umbilical  Hemorrhage,  asked  for  furtner  time  through 
a  communication.     Granted. 

Dr.  Henry  Carpenter,  Pennsylvania,  to  report  npon  tbe 
use  of  Instruments  in  Obstetrical  Practice — not  present 

Dr.  Alex.  J.  Semmes,  D.  C,  to  report  upon  measures  to  be 
adopted  to  remedy  the  evils  existing  in  tne  present  mode  of 
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holding  Corofner's  Inquests,  submitted  a  paper  hj  mail,  whioh 
was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

Accompanying  his  report,  he  presented  the  following  highly 
important  resolution : 

Jiewlvedj  That  a  committee  of  three  in  each  State,  Terri- 
tory and  the  District  of  Columbia  be  appointed,  and  that  said 
eommittee  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  in  the  name  of 
this  Association,  to  memorialize  their  respective  Legislatures, 
to  pass  such  laws  as  will  best  carry  into  effect  the  objects  of 
the  foregoing  report.  Adopted,  and  the  committee  appointed. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Flint,  Kentucky,  report  upon  the  true  position 
and  value  of  Operative  Surgery. 

Dr.  J.  Marion  Sims,  New  York,  treatment  of  the  results  of 
Obstructed  Labor — further  time  granted. 

Dr.  G.  y.  Dorsey,  Ohio,  causes  and  cure  of  indigestion — 
no  report. 

Dr.  C.  B.  Coventry,  N.  Y.,  Medical  jurisprudence  of  Lisan- 
hy — ^further  time. 

Dr.  Jas.  Leidy,  Human,  Animal  and  Vegetable  Parasites. 
Ko  report. 

Dr.  M.  D.  Damall,  Lidiana,  value  of  strict  attention  to 
position  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  abdomen.  No 
MDjMrt. 

Dr.  Oeo.  Sutton,  Lidiana,  Milk  Sickness.    No  report. 

Dr.  Clark  G.  Pease,  Wisconsin,  blending  and  conversion  of 
fho  types  of  fever.    Further  time. 

Dr.  J?.  S.  WoodwoKth,  Lidiana,  best  substitute  of  cinchona. 
No  report. 

Dr.  Franklin  Hinkle,  Pennsylvania,  use  of  cinchona  in  mal- 
arious diseases.  Bead  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Publi* 
tation. 

Dr.  Henry  F.  Campbell,  Georffia,  nervous  system  in  febrile 
dieeases,  submitted  and  continued. 

Dr.  Jno.  NeOl,  Pennsylvania,  laws  governing  the  absorption 
and  deposit  of  bone.    No  report. 

~  Dr.  John  W.  Green,  New  lork,  intimate  effects  of  certain 
toxicological  agents  in  the  animal  tissues  and  fluids.  No 
report. 

jDr.  Geo.  Suckley,  U.^S.  Army,  medical  topography  and 
fiuina  of  Washington  Territory.  Beferred  to  Committee  on 
Yoluntary  Contributions. 

Dr.  James  Cooper,  New  Jersey,  Flora  of  Washington  and 
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Oregon  Territories.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Tofamtsy 
Gontribntions. 

Dr.  C.  E.  Isaacs,  New  York,  intimate  structure  and  palb* 
ology  of  the  kidney.     Further  time. 

Dr.  Israel  Moses,  New  York,  diseases  incidental  to  emi- 
grants.   No  report. 

Dr.  T.  W.  Gordon,  Ohio,  etiology  and  pathology  of  qpi* 
demic  cholera.    Continued. 

Dr.  H.  A.  Johnson,  Illinois,  exertions  as  an  index  to  the 
changes  goine  on  in  the  system.    No  report. 

Dr.  D.  D.  Thompson,  Kentuckyi  remedial  effects  of  oUo* 
reform.    No  report. 

Drs.  Leidy,  Wood  and  Meigs.  Pennsylyania,  best  means 
of  causing  an  increase  of  the  number  of  Assays.    Continued. 

Dr.  N.  S.  Dayis,  Illinois,  changes  produced  in  composition 
and  properties  of  milk.     Communication  read  and  receiTed. 

Dr.  McGuinn,^Iowa,'  stomatitis  matema — ^farther  time. 

Dr.  Singleton,  of  Kentucky,  offered  a  resolution  in  r^aid 
to  the  death  of  Dr.  Grafton,  of  Mississippi. 

A  motion  was  made  to  expel  Dr.  Reynolds,  a  member  ef 
the  Association,  for  certifying  to  the  good  qualities  of  quack 
medicines.     Carried. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  tbe 
charges  preferred  against  Oglethorpe  College,  Savannah, 
reported  that  the  charges  were  not  sustained,  and  recommen- 
ded that  the  delegates  oe  admitted.  Receiyed  and  concunred 
in. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted : 

Whereas,  it  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  remove  by  death 
our  fellow-member,  ROBT.  M.  PORTER ;  and  becaose  of  his 
devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  profession  of  medicine,  and 
his  steady  support  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

JResolved,  That  this  Association  learn  with  unfeigned  sor- 
row of  his  decease,  and  that  they  have  lost  a  firm  and  intelli- 
gent supporter,  and  societ  v  a  benefactor  and  friend. 

The  Association  then  adjourned. 

THIRD  DAY. 

NashvUle,  May  7, 1867. 
The  Association  met  pursuant  to  adjourtiment.     The  min- 
utes of  yesterday  were  read  and  adopted. 
Dr.  Hoy ty  from  the  Committee  of  ArrangementS|  read  tks 
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Bimes  of  additional  delegatas  to  the  Association,  who  had 
arriyed  since  the  meeting  of  the  association  yesterday. 

The  Secretary  read  a  communication  from  Dr.  Clark  G. 
Pease,  of  Wisconsin,  which  accompanied  his  report  on  ^^Blend^ 
ingand  Oonvenion  of  the  types  of  fever  J* 

Dr.  Hooker,  of  Conn.,  moved  that  the  report  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Voluntary  Contributions. 

Dr.  McElinley  moved  to  amend  by  having  a  portion  of  the 
report  read,  which  was  lost. 

And  the  motion  recurring  to  prefer  the  report  it  was 
carried* 
Dr.  Currey,  from  the  Committee  on  Voluntary  Contributions, 
submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  accepted : 

The  Committee  on  Voluntary  Contributions  has  examined 
the  following  papers,  and  recommend  them  for  publication  in 
the  Transactions  of  the  Association : 

1st.  A  new  Principle  of  Diagnosis  in  Dislocations  of  the 
Shoulder  joint :  By.  L.  A.  Dusas,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Sur- 
ffery  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ga.,  August ;  accompanied  by 
nmr  Photographic  plates  ulustrating  the  principle. 

2d.  Medical  Statistics  of  Washington  Territory :  By  Qteo. 
Buckley,  M.  D.,  U.  S.  A.,  embracing — ^Ist.  Geological  Divi- 
fidis  of  the  Territory :  its  Geology,  Meteorology,  Fauna. 
2d«  White  population  and  its  diseases.  3.  Native  population, 
Diseases,  Medical  Practice ;  causes  of  their  rapid  disappear- 
anoe.    Concluding  remarks. 

8d.  Medical  Flora  of  Washington  and  Oregon  Territories : 
By  J,  G.  Cooper,  M.  D. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

R.  0.  CURREY,  C'hn. 
R.  T.  EVANS. 
GEO.  R.  GRANT. 

Dr.  Lindsley,  from  the  Nominating  Committee,  submitted 
the  foUowing  report : 

Committee  on  Nominations  beg  leave  to  report : 

Secretaries — Robert  C.  Foster,  of  Tenn. ;  A.  J.  Senmies, 
of  Washington  City. 

Trea$urer — Casper  Wister,  of  Philadelphia. 

For  the  next  place  of  meeting,  Washington  City. 

8TAKDIKG  OOMMITTEBS. 

Committee  of  Publication— F.  G.  Smith,  of  Philadelphia^ 
eliairman;  Casper  Wister,  of  Philadelphia;  R.  C.  Foster,  of 
Naflhville;  A.  J.  Semmes,  of  Washington  Ci^,  Samuel  L 
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Hollingflworth,  of  Philadelphia;  Samuel  Lewiii  ol  Pens. ;  H. 
F.  Askew,  of  Delaware. 

Committee  on  Prize  jB!May»^-Graftoii  ^l^r,  of  Geovge- 
town,  D.  C,  chairman  ;  J.  0.  Hall,  of  D.  Cf ;  J.  F.  May,  of 
D.  C ;  Thos.  Miller,  of  D.  C;  A.  J.  Seminea,  of  D.  C ;  Joahia 
Biley,  of  D.  C  ;  W.  J.  C.  Duhamel. 

Committee  of  ArrangemenU — Hanrey  Linds!^,  ohainnaB; 
W.  J.  C.  Duhamel,  GomeliuB  Boyle ;  r.  EL  Gooudge;  O.  M. 
Dove ;  A.  Y.  P.  Garnett,  Wm.  P.  Johnston,  of  D.  0. 

Committee  on  Medical  JEducaiian — G.  W.  Norris,  of  Pkfla* 
delphia,  chairman;  A.  H.  Luce,  of  Til;  E.  R.  Henderaon,  of 
S.  C. ;  G.  R.  Grant,  of  Tenn ;  T.  S.  Powell,  of  Qa. 

Committee  on  Medical  Literature-^A.  B.  Palmer,  of 
Detroit,  chairman ;  A.  F.  Alexander,  of  Ala ;  J.  M.  Mot- 
grove,  of  Ohio ;  P.  Cassidy,  of  Penn ;  S.  Pollak,  of  Miaaoori. 

VacancicB  in  Committee  on  Medical  Topography  and  Ep^ 
demiee — T.  B.  Shutard  to  fill  the  vacuicy  oansed  by  the  deadi 
of  Dr.  Grafton,  of  Miss.  C.  W.  Parsons  to  fill  tihe  vaeanej 
caused  by  resignation  of  Joseph  Mauran,  of  Rhode  Islaiid. 

SPECIAL  OOMMITTEBS. 

Spontaneovs  UnhUical  Semmarhage  of  the  nmAy  horn  J. 
Foster  Jenkins,  of  New  York. 

Inihience  of  Marriages  of  Consanguiniijf  upon  Offkprimg 
Dr.  Bemis,  of  Ey. 

Functiom  of  different  portions  of  the  OarebeBum"^ 
Andrews,  of  lU. 

Causes  of  the  Impulse  of  the  Heart  and  the  agencies  uikieh 
influence  it  in  hemh  and  disease— J.  W.  Corson,  of  New 
York  City. 

Treatment  of  the  Results  of  Obstructed  Lahor-^.  Marioa 
Simms,  of  N.  Y. 

Treatm£nt  lest  Adapted  to  each  variety  of  cataract  unth  the 
method  of  Operationy  place  of  electien,  ttme,  age^  ^. — ^Mark 
Stephenson,  of  N.  Y. 

ffuman^  Animal  and  Vegetable  Parasites-^oeepk  Leidy, 
of  Philadelphia. 

Best  Substitutes  for  Cvichona  and  its  preparatiione  tn  He 
treatment  of  Intermittent  Fevetj  ^e. — ^B.  S.  Woodward,  of 
Indiana. 

Intimate  Structure  and  Pathology  of  the  Kidney — ^Charles 
B*  Isaacs,  of  New  York. 

Etiology  and  Pathology  of  Epidemic  Cholera — ^T.  W.  Gor- 
don, Georgetown,  Broom  Go*y  Ohio. 
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In^ammaUon  qf  Cervix  Vterp-^HeJitj  H.  Miller,  of  Looifr- 
vflle,  Ky. 

On  MOk  .Sfo&fieM—D.  W.  H.  Byford. 

Best  mean^  of  causing  an  increase  of  the  number  of  Ee%aj/$ 
<-<^Dr8.  Leidy,  Wood,  Meigs,  of  Pa. 

Changes  produced  in  CompoeiUion  and  Properties  of  MUk 
~N.  S.  Dayis,  of  HL 

Stomatitis  Matema — ^D,  C.  MoGrngin,  Iowa. 

On  Criminal  Abortion^  mth  a  view  to  its  general  euppre^- 
eion — ^H.  N.  Storer,  of  Boston. 

The  Committee  recommend  that  the  Committees  ordered 
Vf  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions  accompanying  Dr.  A.  J. 
£lemmes  report  be  filled  by  the  several  State  ^cieties. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Brodie,  amended  so  as  to  refer  the  same 
to  the  officers  of  several  State  Societies.    Carried 

The  Commitee  also  recommend  the  amendment  of  the  third 
Article  of  the  constitation,  in  relation  to  meetings^  by  insert- 
ing after  the  words  ^'  first  Tuesday  in  May,"  the  words,  or  the 
jbni  Tuesday  inJune^  and  also  by  inserting  after  the  words 
•*  shall  be  determined,"  the  words  tvith  the  time  of  meeting. 

Bpeeial  CommiUee  on  the  present  state  of  Seienee^  as  regards 
ike  jPathologg  and  therapeutics  of  the  reproductive  organs  of 
As  Female— D.  Fordyce  Barker,  of  New  York. 

On  Moral  Insanity :  D.  M.  Reese,  M.  D.,  New  York. 

On  CaleuH  and  Disease  of  the  Urinary  Organs^  in  lowa^ 
Jfimtetoto,  and  Nebraska — Dr.  J.  C.  Hughes,  of  Keokuk. 

On  the  Natural  Tendency  and  Chneral  Treatment  of  Syphi* 
Wc  Bubo :  Thomas  Gunn,  of  Detroit. 

OfiACfdi^oZJSiiitfatfan^By  Dr.  Currey's  resolution)  Jae. 
S.  Wood,  of  New  York ;  Geo.  R.  Grant,  Memphis,  Tenn ; 
John  Watson,  New  York ;  C.  B.  Nottingham,  Macon,  Ga; 
fiene  La  Roche,  Philadelphia. 

To  fill  a  vaeaney  m  the  Committee  on  Medical  Topography 
mnd  Epidemics :  Dr.  J.  L.  Cabell,  Charlottsville,  Ya. 

Dr.  March  moved  that  the  report  of  the  Nominating  Com* 
sitlee  be  taken  up  and  each  subject  to  which  it  reiers,  be 
considered  separately,  which  motion  prevailed*  That  portioa 
niating  to  nominations  was  then  adopted. 

The  place  of  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Association 
being  the  next  subject  in  order,  after  some  discussion. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  March,  the  report  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Dr.  landsley  moved  that,  as  Dr*  Semmes,  one  of  the  new 
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elected  Secretaries  was  absent,  Dr.  Brodie,  of  MichigMi  bo 
elected  Secretary,  pro  tern,  which  was  carried. 

Dr.  Pitcher  offered  the  following  resolution  which  was 
nnanimouslj  adopted: 

Besolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed,  of 
which  the  President  of  the  Association  shall  be  chmirmaii,  to 
communicate  with  the  Surgeon  General  of  the  Army,  the  chief 
of  the  Medical  Bureau  of  the  Navy,  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  with  a  yiew  to  secnre  the  eon* 
currencc  of  these  departments  of  the  Federal  goYeVnment,  so 
that  its  contributions  to  the  Medical  Topography,  the  IHtel 
Statistics,  and  the  Sanitary  Police  of  the  nation  may  be  made 
tributary  to  the  labors  of  this  Association. 

The  chairman  appointed  as  such  committee,  Dnu  Z.  Pit- 
cher, of  Michigan,  and  R.  H.  Coolidge,  of  Kansas. 

Dr.  Yandall  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Besohedy  That  this  Association  re-affirm  the  principlat 
respecting  the  rights  of  constituent  bodies  announeed  in  a 
report  contained  in  Vol.  V,  of  its  Transactions  in  the  follow* 
ing  terms : 

'^  The  Faculty  of  ever^  chartered  Medical  Colleffe  shall 
have  the  privilege  of  sending  two  delegates  to  the  Asaocii^ 
tion,  provided  that  the  said  Faculty  contain  not  leas  than  m 
Professors,  who  give  one  course  of  instruction  annually,  of 
not  less  than  sixteen  weeks,  on  Anatomy,  Materia  Medica, 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  Midwifery,  and  Ghemistiy, 
and  also  that  the  said  Faculty  requires  that  its  candidates  for 
graduation,  among  other  requisites,  shall  have  attended  two 
full  courses  of  lectures  with  an  interval  of  not  less  than  siz 
months  between  them,  one  of  which  courses  must  have  beeft 
in  their  Institution. 

Dr.  Breckinridge  in  the  chair, 

Dr.  Buchanan  proceeded  to  discuss  the  resolution,  and  at 
the  close  of  his  remarks,  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  which 
was  subsequently  withdrawn. 

Dr.  Boring  offered  the  following  resolution  in  lien,  whidi 
he  proceeded  to  discuss : 

Mesolvedy  That  this  Association  has  not  the  power  to  con* 
trol  the  subject  of  Medical  Education. 

Resolvedy  That  the  great  objects  ef  this  Association  are 
the  advancement  of  M^eal  Science,  and  the  promotion  of 
harmony  in  the  profession. 

EtMohedy  That  the  attempt  upon  the  part  of  this  body  to 
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regulate  Medical  Education,  having  most  signally  failed  in 
its  object,  and  already  introduced  elements  of  discord,  any 
farther  interference  with  this  subject  would  not  only  be  use- 
less, but  calculated  to  disturb  and  distract  the  deliberations  of 
the  Association. 

Dr.  Curry  offered  the  following  resolutions  in  lieu  of  the 
whole  subject. 

Wher€<Uj  The  subject  of  Medical  Education  has  been  com- 
loitted  at  each  annual  Session  to  standing  committees,  and 
Tarious  suggestions  have  been  proposed  which  the  Association 
lias  adopt^  and  recommendea  to  private  instructions  and  to 
the  Medical  Colleges. 

Besolvedj  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the 
committee  on  nominations,  as  a  special  committee,  to  be  com* 
posed  of  members  who  are  in  no  respect  connected  with  any 
Medical  school,  to  devise  a  Sy%iem  of  Medical  Imiructiony  to 
be  presented  for  the  consideration  of  this  Association  at  its 
annual  Session  in  1858. 

Betclvedy  That  the  proposed  system  shall  set  forth  a  uni- 
form basis  upon  which  our  Mediciu  Institutions  shall  be  organ- 
iied  as  well  as  have  reference  to  the  best  mode  of  securing 
the  Preparatory  Medical  Instruction  to  the  Student,  and  that 
consequently  the  le^timate  subjects  to  be  embraced  in  said 
fvstem  will  include  Frimary  Medical  Schools,  the  number  of 
nofessorships  in  Medical  Colleges,  the  length  and  number  of 
terms  during  the  year,  the  requisite  qualifications  for  gradua- 
tion, and  such  other  subjects  of  a  general  character  as  to  give 
uiformity  to  our  Medical  system,  and  preserve  harmony  and 
friendly  intercourse  in  the  ranks  of  the  profession. 

Re9olvedy  That,  upon  the  adoption  of  the  proposed  system 
br  the  Association,  all  Institutions  which  may  conform  to  it 
■nail  be  entitled  to  representation  at  the  Annual  Sessions  of 
this  Association  and  none  others. 

The  subject  was  further  discussed  by  several  members  of 
llie  Association. 

Dr.  Reese,  after  some  remarks,  moved  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  whole  subject,  which  was  lost. 

Sr.  Arnold  moved  the  previous  question  which  was  lost^ 
cad  the  discussion  proceeded  at  considerable  length,  when 

Dr.  Hooker  moved  the  previous  question  on  the  resolutions 
of  Dr.  Curre. 

The  reading  of  the  various  resolutions  being  called  for, 
ttcy  were  read  to  the  Association. 
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The  motion  of  Dr.  Hooker  being  in  order,  tlie  pr^mmm 
question  was  called,  and  the  reeolutionB  of  Dr.  Carry  w«if 
adopted. 

Dr.  Browling,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Priie  Easaj^ 
submitted  the  report  of  said  committee,  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Prize  Essays  report  that  foor  Etsajs 
have  been  received,  each  possessing  great  merit. 

The  committee  selected  the  following  two  Bssays  for  the 
two  prizes,  provided  for  the  last  meeting  of  this  Ajsaociation* 

1st.  One  entitled  '^The  Excreto-Secretory  System  of 
Nerves.  Its  relations  to  Physiology  and  Pathology,'*  witk 
the  following  motto : 

^^Observation  becomes  Experiment  when  med  in  uvere  »nh 
cesses  of  InducHon^^  and  signed,  Henry  Eraser  CampDeU, 
Georgia. 

2d.  ^'Experimental  researches  relative  to  the  NatritioB, 
Value  and  Physiological  Effects  of  Albumen,  Starch  and 
Gum  when  singly  and  exclusively  used  as  Food,''  witk  the 
following  motto : 

^'  Qum  sequimur  t  quone  injtib&  f  tibi  ponere  sedis  t 

Da  pater  atLgurium  atque  antmis  iUabere  no^trisT^  wai 
signed,  William  A.  Hammond,  M.  D., 

Assist.  Surgeon,  U.  B.  Army. 

The  President  read  an  invitation  to  the  members  of  the  A^ 
sociation  to  visit  tnc  University  of  Nashville,  in  its  Militaiy, 
Literary,  and  Medical  Departments. 

The  Committee  on  Voluntary  Contributions,  reported  ii 
favor  of  the  publication  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Associ»> 
tion,  of  the  following  paper  ;  ^'  On  the  blending  and  conver- 
sion of  Types  in  Fever.  By  C.  S.  Pease,  M.  D.,  of  Wiscon- 
sin.   The  report  was  adopted. 

Dr.  McMurray  offered  the  following  resolution  which  wil 
adopted : 

Resclvedj  By  this  Association  that  the  committee  on  Pub- 
lications be  instructed  to  append  the  Code  of  Ethics  of  the 
American  Medical  Association  to  each  volume  of  its  present 
and  future  Annual  Transactions. 

The  amendments  to  the  Constitution  proposed  by  Dr. 
Stocker,  of  Pa.,  at  the  last  Annual  Session,  were  taken  wf 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

Dr.  Lindsley  offered  the  following  amendment  to  the  Coft* 
Btitution,  which  was  seconded  by  Dr.  Gunn : 

In  Art.  II,  omit  the  words  ^^  Medical  Colleges/'  ftud  also 
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Ae  words  '^  The  Faculty  of  every  regolarly  eonstitated  Medi* 
cal  College,  or  oharterea  School  of  Medicine,  shall  have  the 
priyilege  of  sending  two  delegates/' 

The  amendment  lies  over  until  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Association,  under  a  rule  of  the  organization. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Palmer,  the  resolutions  reported  at  the 
last  Annual  meeting  of  the  Association  by  the  Uommittee  on 
plans  of  Organization  for  State  and  County  Medical  Socie- 
ties, were  taken  up  and  adopted. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered  and  adopted  : 

By  Dr.  Pitcher— 

I&tMolvedy  That  the  members  ef  this  Association,  as  reci« 
pients  of  the  cordial,  generous,  and  elegant  hospitalities 
isztended  to  them  by  the  profession  and  the  citizens  of  Nash- 
rille,  in  placing  on  record  an  expression  of  thanks  for  the 
social  amenities  they  have  enjoyed  during  its  tenth  annual 
session,  wish  also  to  leave  behind  them  the  assurance  that  the 
recollection  of  their  sojourn  in  Tennessee  will  be  cherished  as 
dearly  as  the  far  off  sound  of  water,  by  the  exhausted  and 
wayworn  traveler. 

fey  Dr.  Means — 

Kesolvedj  Thatthe  earnest  thanks  of  this  body  be  presented 
to  the  authorities  of  the  State  and  City,  who  nave  tendered 
this  magnificent  State  Capitol  for  their  sittings  during  the 
present  session. 

By  Dr.  Currey — 

M€9olvedy  That  the  thanks  of  the  Association  be  tendered 
to  the  Reporters  of  the  City  Press,  for  the  accuracy  and 
promptness  with  which  they  have  reported  the  proceedings 
of  the  Association,  and  to  tne  Publishers,  for  the  liberal  sup- 
ply of  their  morning  papers  during  the  Session  of  the  Asso- 
oiation. 

By  Dr.  Wister— 

Besolvedy  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  presented  to 
Dr.  Wm.  Brodie  for  the  efficiency  with  which  he  has  dis- 
dttrged  his  duties  as  Secretary. 

By  Dr.  Boyd— 

Kewlvedj  That  the  State  and  County  Societies  throughout 
the  Union  be  requested  to  recommend  to  their  members  to 
purchase  the  transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, and  that  their  officers  act  as  agents  for  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Gtinn,  of  Buchig»n,  the  Association 
fMOgnised  the  presentation  of  a  pampmet  by  Henry  Frazer 
Vol,  xvm — ^29. 
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Campbell,  M.  D.,  claiming  ^*  Priority  in  tlie  Dibcotwj  nl 
naming  of  the  Excito-Secretory  System  of  Nerves/' 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Byford,  the  ABsodatton  then  adjonnied 
$ine  die. 


—  •  ^ 
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On  Malaria  J  a$  the  Cau9e  qf  Periodical  Feven. — ChablmB. 
Johnson,  M.  D.,  in  his  paper,  publiahed  in  the  TVfmfr- 
tians  of  the  Medical  Society  of  die  State  of  North  CSaro- 
lina,  denies  the  reality  of  Malaria  aa  the  cause  of  periodi- 
cal feyers.     He  says : — 

To  the  term  malaria  there  can  be  no  particular  objectioii, 
when  used  merely  to  conyey  an  impression  of  the  morbific  Mk 
of  the  atmosphere  of  certain  localities.  But  it  is  a  diilereat 
thing  when  employed  by  the  schoolmen  as  a  familiar  ezprea* 
sion,  representing  a  distinct  gaseous  entity,  possessing  essen- 
tial properties,  specifically  poisonous  in  their  nature,  since 
neither  the  existence  of  the  gas,  nor  its  composition,  nor 
qualities,  can  be  appreciated  by  our  senses  in  their  natural 
state,  nor  aided  by  all  the  contriyances  which  science  and 
ingenuity  can  suggest,  nor  traced  eyen  by  the  presence  of 
those  agencies  which  are  said  to  be  capable  of  generating  it 

Haying  discussed  the  question  at  length,  he  sums  up  the 
contradictory  opinions  of  the  most  eminent  writers  upon  this 
branch  of  aetiology : 

SUPPOSED  ORIGIN  OF  PERIODICAL  FSyERS. 

Lancisi,  1695,  ascribed  the  origin  of  periodical  fevers  to 
mamh  miasmy  which,  he  affirmed,  consisted  of  effluyia  of 
inorganic  and  animalcular  constitution. 

Henry  Holland  and  others  belieye  that  these  fevers  an 
produced  by  a  distinct  host  of  animalcules  whidi  float  about 
in  the  air. 

Mliotson  says  that  an  exhalation  from  decaying  vegetahk 
matter  is  the  true  indispensable  and  exciting  cause  of  agss 
and  fever. 

Annesley,  a  writer  on  the  diseases  of  British  India,  oon- 
dudes  that  the  cause  is  the  product  <^  the  diflFerent  elesMBli 
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are  fimad  in  the  rich  eoiU,  when  acted  on  by  heat,  the 
air  and  moiBture. 

Armstrong  rejects  altogetheri  the  doctrine  of  a  specific, 
poison  in  accounting  for  their  origin. 

Dr.  Wood  admits  that  periodical  fevers  may  originate  with- 
oat  any  emanation  from  vegetable  decomposition  to  poison  the 
atmosphere. 

Dr.  Bell,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Pritchett,  in  his  accounts  of 
the  African  remittent  fever,  think  that  the  known  and  appre- 
ciable states  of  the  earth's  surface,  superincumbent  atmos- 
!>here,  and  modes  of  life,  will  account  for  the  origin  of  these 
evers. 

The  celebrated  Roman  physician,  Folchi,  who  had  bestowed 
much  time  and  attention  upon  this  subject,  thought  the  mois- 
ture, dampness,  and  the  chilling  effects  of  the  dews  of  nighty 
and  not  miasmata,  produced  these  diseases. 

Lancisi  states  that  the  purest  breeses,  tameUi  seUuberimuM 
— iK>  matter  from  what  quarter  they  may  blow,  are  adequate 
to  produce  an  attack  of  periodical  fever. 

Dr.  Heyne  accounts  for  the  occurrence  of  these  diseases 
amongst  the  rocky,  wooden  hills  of  the  Madras  Presidency, 
by  supposing  them  to  be  owing  to  some  magnetic  influence 
dependent  upon  the  ferruginous  character  of  the  rocks. 

oichter,  a  distinguished  German  writer,  speaks  of  them  as 
^ansed  by  worms,  and  other  sources  of  intestinal  irritation; 
by  suppression  of  the  catamenia  and  other  habitual  dischar- 

J.  K.  Mitchell  thinks  them  owing  to  the  injurious  and  poi- 
aoDous  action  of  the  sporules  of  fungi,  which  are  dissenuna* 
led  through  the  air. 

Ferguson  denies  the  necessity  of  vegetable  decompaiUion  to 
produce  these  diseases,  but  attributes  them  to  the  rapid  evap- 
oration of  water  in  an  arid  soil. 

Dr.  Watson  declares  that  the  primary  exciting  cause  of 
intermittent  and  remittent  fevers,  without  which  ague  would 
never  occur,  is  a  specific  poison,  producing  specific  effects  on 
the  human  bodv. 

Tulloch  thinks  there  does  not  exist  any  relationship  what- 
ever, as  cause  and  effect,  between  marsh  exhalations  and  ague 
and  fever. 

Sir  James  Murray  contends  that  the  true  malarious  agents 
•re  eleetro-galvanic  currents  and  accumnlations. 
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Professor  DanieHs,  and  the  Drs.  Oardner,  of  London  and 
Hampden,  Sidney  College,  Ya.,  thinks  that  the  actire  agent 
which  produces  ferer  in  malarious  sitnations  is  the  wulpkreUtd 
hydrogen  to  be  found  in  their  waters. 

Murray,  British  Inspector  Oeneral  of  hospitals,  aTers  that 
fevers,  every  way  analogous  to  those  to  be  found  on  marshy 
plains,  frequently  result  from  the  application  of  intense  solar  or 
atmospheric  heat. 

Wortahet,  in  his  fevers  of  Syria,  says  that  inattention  to 
personal  cleanliness,  filth  and  poverty,  independent  of  any 
marsh  effluvia,  will  produce  intermittent  fever. 

Von  Aurvaule,  a  celebrated  Nethlander,  accounts  for  their 
prevalence  in  aigillaceous  soils,  by  supposing  that  claj  pos- 
sessed the  property  of  absorbing  oxygen  &om  the  atmoe- 
pheric  air,  and  thus  impairing  its  purity. 

The  celebrated  Linnaeus  contended,  in  his  Inangoral  Essay, 
that  periodical  fevers  originated  in  all  those  places  where  the 
soil  abounds  in  clay,  and  only  in  such  places;  whilst  Fodere, 
in  his  classification  of  insalubrious  localities,  plaoes  the  dayej 
soil  next  that  of  marshes  and  turbaries. 

Forcault  thinks  these  fevers  depend  on  the  oecnrrence  of 
three  essential  conditions,  moisture  of  the  air,  elevation  of 
temperature,  and  atmospheric  vicissitudes. 

"We  believe,"  says  the  British  and  Foreign  Medieo-Cktr" 
urgical  Review^  "  thac  we  are  as  yet  in  utt^  ignorance  alt 
the  agent  or  agencies  represented  by  the  conventional  term, 
malaria^  or  marsh  poison." 

Dunglison,  contesting  the  views  of  Fodere,  says:  "  It  cer- 
tainly cannot  be  maintained  by  any  one  who  has  inspected 
the  soils  of  malarious  regions,  that  the  clayey  soil  is  most 
insalubrious  next  to  the  marshy  and  turfy.  Some  of  the 
most  healthy  districts  are  found  of  this  soil,  and  on  the  other 
hand,  as  we  have  previously  seen,  some  of  the  most  unhealthy 
are  sandy." 

Dr.  Foster  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  the  heat,  nor  cold, 
nor  dampness,  nor  drought  of  the  air,  nor  sudden  change, 
which  is  chiefly  concerned  in  producing  disorder,  but  the  inex- 
plicable peculiarity  of  its  electrical  state. 

^^The  doctrine  of  specific  poison,"  says  the  American 
Journal  of  Medical  ScienceSj  "  generated  during  the  slow 
decomposition  of  vegetable  matter,  as  a  cause  of  fever,  is  fast 
losing  ground — as  the  etiology  of  endemic  and  epidemie 
diseases  is  more  closely  and  systematically  investigated." 
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I  ihall  now  mention  some  of  the  opinions  of  different  anthon 
ts  to  the  causes  and  conditions  which  are  said  to  affect  and 
.oontrol  this  supposed  poison,  marsh  miasm,  and  I  think  we 
shall  find  here  as  many  discrepancies  as  were  exhibited  on 
the  subject  of  the  origin  of  periodical  foyers. 

CHARAOTKRISTICS  09  MARSH  MIASM. 

Sir  Gilbert  Blane,  states  that  the  people  in  the  villages  in 
ihe  midtt  of  the  fen9y  were  in  general  healthy,  at  a  time  when 
the  fever  was  prevailing  in  the  more  elevated  situations  of 
Linconshire. 

Monfalcon  states  that  miasmata,  during  the  warmer  and 
more  heated  hours,  are  elevated  to  great  heights  in  the 
atmosphere,  and  may  thus  be  carried  to  and  deposited  on  dis- 
tant hills  and  mountain  ridges. 

According  to  the  opinions  of  Tourmon,  Garriere,  and  oth- 
ers, an  elevation  of  from  five  to  seven  hundred  feet  will  place 
one  beyond  the  influence  of  miasmata,  no  matter  what  may 
be  the  nature  of  the  localities  at  the  base  of  such  situations. 

On  the  coast  of  Batavia,  according  to  Sir  John  Lind,  so 
little  attraction  bad  water  for  it,  the  malaria  was  waflted  out 
to  vessels  riding  at  anchor  some  five  or  six  miles  from  the 
shore. 

Ferguson  says  the  troops  were  sickly  ^^  whenever,  during 
the  hot  season,  any  portion  of  the  army  was  obliged  to  occupy 
the  arid  encampments  of  the  level  country,  which  at  all  other 
times  were  healthy,  or  at  least  unproductive  of  endemic 
fever. 

Ferguson  alleges  that  it  is  heavier  than  air,  has  a  peculiar 
attraction  for  the  soil,  and  therefore  cannot  mount  upwards, 
but  creeps  along  the  ground,  whenever  it  strays  away  from 
the  source  of  its  origin. 

Major  TuUoch  does  not  believe  that  an  elevation  of  six  or 
■even  hundred  feet  will  insure  one  against  the  assaults  of  the 
cause  of  periodical  fever,  whatever  it  is,  but  goes  far  beyond 
that,  and  thinks  an  elevation  of  not  less  than  2,000  or  8,000 
feet  will  do  it. 

In  the  narrow  straits  of  Holland,  only  a  few  yards  from 
the  shore.  Sir  Gilbert  Blane  says  none  of  ihe  seamen  were 
affected  by  the  disease  which  was  so  fatal  to  the  land  forces, 
to  sreat  is  the  attraction  of  water  for  malaria. 

Sir  John  Pringle  affirms  that  the  ground-floors  of  the 
houses  where  the  malaria  is  disengaged,  are  most  sickly ;  and 
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FergoBon  and  oiheri  agree  with  him  that  it  is  less  clesdlj,  it 
it  is  more  distant  from  the  source  of  its  origin. 

Parent  Dacbatelet,  a  celebrated  physician  of  Lyons,  after 
several  years  of  investigation,  came  to  the  condusion  thst 
water  in  which  henrp  or  flax  had  been  rotted,  was  not  mjvi* 
ous  to  the  health  of  those  who  drank  it,  and  that  the  emana* 
tions  from  it  were  not  unhealthy. 

According  to  the  prevailing  opinion,  it  is  only  to  be  fond 
where  there  are  marshes,  stagnant  pools,  swamps,  or  wet  nik 
grounds. 

Dr.  James  Johnson  says  that  the  same  malaria  arises  from 
the  summits  of  the  mountains  in  Ceylon,  which  is  founded  on 
the  marshy  plains  of  Bengal. 

Dr.  Dickson,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  a  popular  writer  of  this 
country,  says :  *^  A  very  dry  summer  and  s{>rin^  are  apt  to 
be  healthy ;    and  Folchi  and  others  agree  with  him. 

Robert  Jackson  says :  '^  The  usual  endemic  of  warm  di- 
mates  is  less  frequent  and  formidable  on  the  banks  of  rivers, 
after  their  waters  become  mixed  with  those  of  the  sea,  than 
before  this  had  happened.'' 

Folchi  thinks  a  hot,  dry  summer  must  exempt  fi*om  fevers; 
and  the  most  sickly  one  is  when  falls  of  rain  alternate  with 
atmospherical  vicissitudes  of  temperature. 

M.  Julia  ascribes  it  to  a  union  of  animal  and  vegetable 
putrefaction,  and  Dr.  James  Johnson  thinks,  generally  speak- 
ing, it  is  the  product  of  animal  and  vegetable  decompositi<m 
by  means  of  heat  and  moisture. 

Monfalcon  declares  that  as  the  malaria  is  carried  upwards 
it  becomes  more  energetic,  and  McCuIloch  agrees  with  him 
and  says,  that  the  source  of  its  origin  is  frequently  left  per- 
fectly salubrious,  while  distant  hills  and  situations  are  rendered 
pestilential  by  it. 

Brachet,  another  distinguished  physician  of  Lyons,  gives 
it  as  his  decided  opinion  that  the  readiest  and  most  certain 
method  of  converting  a  healthy  village  into  a  hot-bed  of  inter- 
mittent fevers,  is  to  furnish  it  with  ponds  and  steep  hemp  in 
them. 

Dr.  MacMichael  says,  Frichori,  in  the  Gulf  of  Yalo,  in 
Greece,  a  dry  limestone  rock,  is  notorious  for  its  malaria ; 
which  is  likewise  true  of  one  of  the  Isles  de  Loss,  according 
to  Boyle. 

McCulloch  asserts,  that  in  every  instance  where  it  is  found 


on  the  hSlB  and  maontaui  ridges,  it  always  arisee  from  the 
wet  ground  at  their  base,  or  at  no  Tery  great  distance  off. 

Ferguson  says :  ^^  A  year  of  stinted  yeeetation,  through 
dry  seasons  and  uncommon  drought,  is  in&llibly  a  year  of 
pestilence  to  the  greater  nart  of  the  West  India  JEslands." 

Fodere,  speakmg  of  tnis  matter,  says :  ^^  The  shores  and 
vicinity  of  lars e  rivers,  lakes,  and  the  sea  are  generally  heal- 
thy," unless  where  there  is  an  admixture  of  cudt  with  fresh 
water. 

Dr.  J^^seph  Brown  asserts  he  has  seen  plenty  of  ague  and 
fever  in  parts  of  Estramadura,  when  everything  was  parched 
up  for  want  of  rain,  and  where  no  visible  dampness  could  be 
supposed  to  have  a  share  in  their  production. 

i)r.  Joseph  Brown  says :  ^^  Mafaria  is  generated  in  so  many 
instances  in  which  animal  matter  does  not  exist,  that  we  must 
conclude  that  the  presence  of  such  matter  is  not  essential  to 
the  formation  of  tne  poison."  Dunglison,  and  others,  agree 
with  him  in  this  opinion. 

Copland,  in  his  Dietumary  cf  Praetieal  Mediemej  says : 
^  In  warm  countries,  or  in  hot  seasons  in  temperate  climates, 
the  places  which  are  most  productive  of  malaria  generally, 
also  abound  the  most  in  animal  substances  undergoing  decom- 
position." Again :  "  I  have  always  considered  the  number 
of  insects  and  reptiles  with  which  a  place  abounds,  as  more 
indicative  of  its  msalubrity  than  almost  any  other  circum- 
stances. 

Forsyth,  Ferguson,  Sir  John  Pringle,  Sir  Charles  Morgan, 
and  others,  contend  that  a  dry  road,  or  a  wall,  or  a  belt  of 
trees,  will  arrest  the  progress  of  this  poison. 

Sir  John  Pringle,  Foray ce,  and  Ferguson,  declare  that  the 
dry,  sandy  plains  of  South  Holland,  Dutch  Brabant,  and 
Flanders,  without  trees,  were  pestilential  to  the  British  forces. 

The  miasmatists,  generally,  believe  that  the  dews  of  insa- 
lubrious localities  are  loaded  with  the  miasmatic  principle, 
which  has  been  brought  down  and  precipitated  with  the  aque- 
ous vapor  of  the  atmosphere. 

Sir  J  ohn  Pringle  and  others  assert  that  this  poison  is  con- 
nected with  a  most  noisome  and  dreadful  smell. 

The  prevailing  opinion  among  the  miasmatists  is,  that  it  is 
not  contagious. 

Fordyce,  Sir  John  Lind,  Dr.  Dnndas,  the  French  Algerian 
Surgeons,  and  others,  contend  that  fever  and  ague  is  converti- 
ble into  common  continued  fever,  and  viee  vena. 
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Armstrong  says:  Kingston  in  the  Island  of  St  Yincenti  hav- 
ing all  the  elements  for  the  production  of  this  poison,  for  it 
abounds  in  as  much  vegetable  matter,  and  ^^reptiles,  and 
insects,  and  other  animal  matter,  as  is  found  in  other  tropical 
countries,  is  jet  as  healthy  as  the  most  JGftYorable  spot  in  Eng- 
land."  New  Amsterdam,  Berbice,  and  other  places  in  the  West 
Indies,  are  similarly  situated,  according  to  Ferguson  ;  while 
Dundas  informs  us  that  such  is  the  case  with  Buiia,  Bonefine 
and  other  places  in  Brazil. 

Monfalcon,  McGulloch,  Brown,  and  others  say,  it  wiU 
mount  into  the  higher  regions  of  the  air  and  be  disseminated 
over  the  adjacent  country,  despite  the  intervention  of  walls, 
cliffs,  woods,  and  secondary  ridges. 

Heber  says,  the  wood  tracts  of  Nepaul  and  Malwa,  having 
neither  swamps  nor  perceptible  moisture,  are  uninhabitable 
in  summer  and  autumn  by  man,  beasts,  or  birds,  from  their 
pestilential  character. 

Dr.  Minzi,  of  the  Central  Hospital,  Temaciva,  with  the 
view  of  testing  this  matter,  together  with  others,  drank  freely 
of  the  dews  of  such  localities,  besides  washing  abraded 
surfaces,  and  the  sores  of  peasants  with  it,  wimout  evil 
effects. 

Ferguson  says,  a  most  noisome  and  disgusting  odor  arising 
from  the  decomposition  of  vegetable  matter,  pervades  the 
town  of  New  Amsterdam,  Berbice,  but  it  does  not  produce 
disease. 

Bailly  and  Audonard,  in  France,  and  Cleghom,  Fordyce 
and  Brown,  in  Great  Britain,  think  that  it  is  commanicated 
by  contagion. 

Those  who  advocate  the  abstract  theory  that  marsh  miasm 
is  the  cause  of  periodical  fevers,  deny  that  ague  and  fever  and 
continued  fever  are  mutually  convertible. 

These  are  some  of  the  varying  features  and  contradictory 
statements,  which  are  furnished  by  the  medical  history  of  this 
imp  of  the  marshes.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  reconcile  such 
discordant  elements — ^it  would  be  worse  than  useless.— JKnt 
Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  JoumaL 
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Tks  SUieaU  (md   Bentsoate  cf  Soda  in   cannecHcn   vnth 

Aeaniium    and    Ootchieum^  in   ike   treatment  of   Chutj 

Qravdf  Chronie  Rhewmaiiem,  Veeieal  Oatarrhy  Sciixtiea  and 

varioui  Newrdlgiae.    Translated  and  condensed  from  the 

Journal  dee  Connaieeaneee  MedieO'Chirurgicaie$y  of  October 

1st,  1856.    By  M.  Morton  Dowler,  M.  D.,  New  Orleans. 

The  present  article  is  a  summary  of  a  Memoir  by  MM.  J.  A. 

Socquet,  and  J.  Bonjean,  the  former  physician  to  the  Hotel 

Dieu  of  Lyons,  etc,,  and  the  latter  pnamaceutist  of  Cham- 

benr.  Secretary  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Savoy,  etc.,  etc 

The  assemblage  of  therapeutic  agents  which  are  here  offered 
to  practitioners,  and  which  are  designated  under  the  generic 
name  of  dyalitie  preparations,  (from  dialyOy  Idieeolvey  I  die- 
peree^  I  destroy j)  is  represented  by  the  authors  as  having  ren- 
dered great  service  in  a  group  of  diseases,  presenting,  to  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  a  common  or  analogous  diathesis,  vii : 
1,  Articular  gout ;  2,  gouty  and  Bheumatismal  sciatica; 
8,  gout  of  the  the  viscera,  fneural^a  of  the  stomach,  intes- 
tmes  and  head ;)  4,  gout  ot  the  kidneys,  (gouty  nephritis ;) 
6,  the  presence  of  the  condition  productive  of  urinary  calculL 
The  complete  identity  of  the  nature  of  the  articular  con- 
eretions  and  urinary  gravel,  explains  these  various  diathesis 
to  the  eye  of  the  observer,  and  declares  itself,  not  only  in  the 
articular  pains,  but  also  by  the  morbid  manifestations  show- 
ing themselves  in  other  portions  of  the  organism ;  and  hence 
•re  manifested  sciatica,  hemicrania,  colic,  various  affections 
of  the  urinary  passages,  etc.  In  fact,  we  have  no  other 
ready  explanation  of  me  phenomena  of  repelled  or  retroce- 
dent  gout,  than  in  the  assumption  that  the  deposit  of  uric 
acid  or  urates,  (called  the  gouty  deposit,^  ceases  to  be  preci- 
pitated in  the  joints  and  articulations,  tnat  it  may  throw  i^ 
•elf  on  the  kidneys,  bladder,  head,  lun^  and  neurilema  of  the 
principal  nerves.  The  result  is  colic,  severe  cephalalgia, 
paroxysms  of  asthma,  violent  pains  in  the  kidneys,  ffravel 
symptoms,  catarrhal  inflammation  of  the  bladder,  sciatic  and 
Tarious  other  neuralgias. 

The  identity  in  the  nature  of  gravel  and  gout  finds  con* 
firmation  in  the  fact  that  children  bom  of  gouty  parents, 
often  show  calculous  symptoms,  and  that  parents  affected 
with  the  latter,  have  been  observed  to  give  birth  to  gouty 
ehildren. 

The  authors  divide  their  work  into  two  parts ;  first,  the 
treatment,  and  second,  the  pharmaceutio  preparations. 


466  SdMH^m. 


Thb  Trxathsnt.— ^This  is  based  <m  the  fdlc»wiiig  piMi- 
pies ;  First,  to  destroy  the  excess  of  mie  acid,  and  to  dmohrt 
the  urates  which  exist  in  tiie  eeonamy ;  Second,  to  modifr 
the  diathesis,  that  is  to  say,  the  predisposition  which  teMS 
to  reproduce  these  bodies.    The  treatment  is  tNlsmal  and 

Internal  Treatment — ^The  medicinal  agents  Vhich  enter  iats 
the  two  formula  which  the  authors  haye  adopted  for  interasl 
nse,  (pills  and  syrups,  haye  been  chosen  amongst  those  wUck 
possess,  in  the  highest  degree,  the  property  of  deoomposiBc 
uric  acid  or  the  urates,  and  of  expelling  them  from  the  am- 
mal  economy,  in  order  topreyent  the  renewal  of  the  same  ii 
the  fluids  of  the  body.  Tnese  agents  are  the  riUaaie  ^miM^ 
the  bensMoie  of  eodoj  eclehieum  and  aeonitum^ 

The  authors  sum  up  the  madw  operandi  in  the  three  fid- 
lowing  propositions : 

IstL  The  eilieaie  of  eoda  faeiHiaUe  the  dimituAum  ef  mrie 
aeidj  and  can  so  extend  its  influence,  as  to  even  render  thi 
nrine  alkaline.  And,  moreoyer,  by  its  tonio  action  on  tfci 
digestiye  organs,  and  by  its  diuretic  yirtues,  this  salt  pos- 
sesses great  adyantages  oyer  the  carbonate  of  soda  and  pot- 
ash, to  which  the  alkaline  mineral  waters  owe  their  great  and 
deserved  reputation  in  calculous,  rhenmatismal,  gouty  aad 
neuralgic  affections. 

2d.  The  benzoate  of  soda,  which  the  dialytic  symp  and 
pills  contain,  transforms  the  uric  into  hippuric  acid,  the  ooa- 
binations  of  which  are  extremely  soluble,  whilst  those  of  uric 
acid  are  almost  of  entire  insolubility.  This  medicine,  in  thn 
modifying  the  portion  of  the  acid  which  would  otherwise  hafs 
escaped  the  action  of  the  silicate  of  soda,  contributes  idso,  in 
its  own  behalf,  to  diminish,  sensibly,  the  quantity  of  this  acid. 

8.  The  colchicum  promptly  expels,  by  the  renal  emuncto- 
ries,  the  uric  acid  that  may  be  further  contained  in  the  blood. 

4th.  The  aconitum  addresses  itself  specially  to  the  jpeta- 
element  of  the  disease. 

External  Treatment. — Simple,  unmedicated  frictions,  when 
lightly  made,  have  themselves  an  excellent  effect  when  ou 
purpose  is  to  calm  the  suffering,  and  to  promote  the  resohitioa 
of  the  engorgements.  Their  efficacy  becomes  still  greater  if 
they  be  practiced  with  substances,  the  special  action  of  which 
are  calmnative  and  resolutire.  Such,  say  the  authors,  ars 
the  principles  which  have  guided  them  in  the  combination  of 
agents  which  enter  into  t£e  composition  of  the  UnimemU  thej 
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liaye  proposed.  Thus  the  hydro-carbonated  ecuienceSy  and 
especially  those  of  turpentine  and  naphtha,  have  been,  even 
alone,  employed  with  advantage,  both  in  sciatica  and  articu- 
lar pains.  Mixed  together  after  the  method  of  the  authors, 
irith  an  appropriate  quantity  of  fixed  oil,  containing  the  active 
principles  of  certain  narcotic  plants,  we  have  combined  in  a 
eingle  preparation  all  the  advantaees  that  could  be  derived 
from  the  separate  use  of  the  essentia  oils  and  the  stupe&cient 
agents. 

As  to  the  acetic  ether  entering  into  the  formula  of  the  sec- 
ond dialytic  liniment  of  the  authors,  its  calmative  action  in 
articular  pains  have  been  for  a  long  time  well  established. 
S&dillot  in  the  old  Journal  de  Mldectne^  Rteamier,  Double, 
Martin,  Desgrange,  and  numerous  other  practitioners,  bear 
witness  in  the  premises.  The  observation  of  the  authors  has 
demonstrated  its  efficacy,  and  in  combination,  as  they  have 
here  prescribed  it,  with  the  preparation  of  aconitum  and  arni- 
ca, it  operates  with  still  greater  power. 

Adjuvimt  Medication. — ^This  has  for  its  object,  to  bring  to 
the  assistance  of  the  more  active  external  and  internal  means, 
the  mild  and  uninterrupted  action  of  agents  known  as  depu- 
ratives.  Four  of  these  preparations  are  here  formulated,  and 
are  recommended  to  be  alternated  from  week  to  week,  in  order 
that  the  effect  may  not  be  worn  out  by  continual  use  of  a  sin- 
gle one  of  these  ptisans.  It  is  one  of  the  laws  of  therapeutics, 
which  is  admitted  by  all,  that  the  energy  of  action,  m  even 
the  most  active  remedies,  is  greatly  diminished,  if  attention 
be  not  paid  to  changing  the  preparations  after  a  certain  lapse 
of  time.  This  inconvenience  will  very  soon  arise  in  the  use 
of  these  ptisans,  if  the  paUent  be  restircted  to  a  single  one  of 
their  number. 

Thb  Pharkaosutioal  and  Ghemioal  Pbbparations. — 
The  following  are  the  processes  and  formulas  of  the  dialytic 
preparations : 

Silieaie  of  Soda. — |lr.  Pore  silica,  one  part ;  carbonate  of 
■oda.  pure  and  dried,  two  parts :  After  having  mixed  these 
aubstances  in  a  very  thorough  manner,  they  are  to  be  intro- 
duced into  an  earthen  crucible  refractory  to  heat,  and  which 
ought  not  to  be  more  than  half  filled,  and  the  vessel  is  then 
to  be  submitted  to  the  action  of  a  strong  and  c(mtinued  heat, 
in  a  reverberatory  furnace.  The  materials  become  at  first 
paaty,  and  afterwiffds  they  liquify,  after  the  application  of  a 
powerful  heat.  After  remaining  a  certain  perioa  in  a  state  of 
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foflioD,  the  liquid  is  to  be  poured  on  a  polished  stone,  and 
allowed  to  cool.  We  thus  obtain,  at  first,  an  amorphona  msM 
of  a  decided  alkaline  taste,  and  of  a  cletf ,  graj-brown  color, 
according  to  the  parity  of  the  materials  employed. 

The  siUcate  is  to  be  then  pnlverised,  and  treated  with  hA 
ing  water,  which  only  partiaJly  dissolves  iU  The  filtered  wai 
concentrated  liquor  allows  the  salt  to  be  precipitated  in  sa 
imperfectly  crjstalised  state,  which  is  again  dissolved  by  watff 
at  100^  This  new  solution,  when  filtered  and  snfliciently  con- 
centrated, furnishes  the  silicate  of  soda  in  the  desired  state  of 
purity.  This  silicate  is  readily  soluble  in  water,  and  the  sta- 
tion thus  obtained,  treated  by  a  feeble  acid,  allows  the  pan 
silica  to  be  precipitated  in  the  semblance  of  a  white  frost. 

Preparation  of  the  BenzoaU  of  Soda. — This  is  prepared  ii 
a  very  simple  manner,  by  merely  saturating  benioic  acid  with 
perfectly  pure  crystallized  carbooate  of  soda,  both  haying 
been  previously  dissolved  in  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water. 
The  liquor  beiug  filtered,  it  must  be  concentrated  by  evapo- 
ration with  a  moderate  heat,  and  left  to  crystalliie.  If  ths 
deposit  be  not  very  white,  it  may  be  again  treated  with  boil- 
ing water,  and  the  liquid  must  be  filtered  and  the  evaporatioa 
renewed,  and  there  will  be  produced  beautiful  white  crystals 
of  the  beuzoate  of  soda,  in  the  form  of  needles,  which  are 
efliorescent  in  the  air.  In  using  the  salt  of  commerce,  we 
must  be  assured  against  fraudulent  compounds.  The  benioate 
of  soda  used,  ought  to  be  that  prepared  from  benzoic  add 
procured  from  the  benzoiny  and  not  that  produced  by  the  dis- 
tillation of  coal.  The  former  resembles  the  essential  oils,  in 
being  entirely  volatilized  by  a  feeble  heat,  and  being  largely 
soluble  in  boiling  water  and  boiling  alcohol. 

Dialytic  Pills. — ^  Silicate  of  soda,  grs.  ccclxxv ;  hydro-al- 
coholic extract  of  colchicum,  i»s ;  extract  of  the  aconitum 
napellus,  3i ;  benzoate  of  soda,  Jiss ;  medicinal  soap,  3i.  Make 
into  a  homogeneous  mass,  and  let  it  be  divided  into  one  thou- 
sand pills,  and  thoroughly  dried.  The  dose  is  at  first  one, 
then  two,  three  or  four  daily,  the  one  half  in  the  morning,  and 
the  other  at  night. 

IHalytic  Sj/rup, — 9^  Silicate  of  soda,  Jzviii ;  benzoate  of 
soda,  six ;  syrup  of  gum,  jcccxxii;  dissolve  the  benzoate  and 
the  silicate  separately,  in  a  sufficient  quantity  of  hot  water, 
filter  and  mix  the  two  solutions  with  the  syrup,  and  then  con- 
centrate by  boiling.  Dose,  from  one  to  two  desert  spoonfuls, 
in  a  glass  of  depurative  ptisan. 
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BUumifumB  Dtattftie  Liniment — Vf  Pure  naphtha^  siisa ; 
narcotic  oil,  Sss ;  volatile  oil  of  turpentine,  3i88 ;  mix,  and  agi- 
tate from  time  to  time,  and  filter,  after  some  hours  of  repose. 
This  liniment  is  of  a  fine  green  color,  and  ought  to  be  limpid, 
and  without  deposit. 

The  narcotic  oU  aboye  prescribed,  is  to  be  prepared  in  the 
following  manner :  Vt  Dry  leaves  of  belladonna,  aconitum 
dapellus,  uicotianum,  cicuta,and  strammonium,  of  each,  Siii ; 
olive  oil,  3clx.  The  leaves*  being  reduced  to  a  coarse  powder, 
they  are  gradually  to  be  moistened  with  warm  water,  in  such 
manner  as  to  render  them  a  thick  paste.  After  twenty-four 
hours'  contact,  add  the  oil,  and  macerate  eight  hours  on  hot 
cinders,  frequently  agitating  the  mixture,  strain  and  press 
through  the  liquid  and  filter.  This  oil  is  extremely  active, 
and  is  of  a  fine  green  color. 

JEtherat-ed  DtdlyHc  Liniment. — 9^  Acetic  ether,  Siiss ;  alco- 
holic  tincture  of  the  aconitum  napellus,  3ss ;  tincture  of  arni- 
ca root,  grs.  Ixxv ;  mix  and  filter. 

These  liniments  are  especially  used  as  frictions,  or  they 
may  be  applied  on  a  compress  to  the  part,  or  they  may  be  used 
for  the  purpose  of  a  local  bath  by  means  of  a  cautchouc  envel- 
ope, or  one  of  gummed  taffeta. 

Ad^vant  medication.    Lepuraiive  ptisans. 

{%.^  Ptisan  of  saponaria,  dulcamara,  glycyrrhixa ; 

lb.)  Sudorific  ptisan  of  the  codex,  with  liquorice ; 

(c.)  Ptisan  of  fumitory,  sharp -leaved  dock  and  liquorice; 

(d.)  Ptisan  of  a8bleaves,bugloss,  with  strawberry  root. — lb. 


The  New  York  Journal  of  Medicine^  for  May,  contains 
a  most  elaborate  paper,  entitled,  ^^A  OriticalJExumimxtion  of 
ike  Osseous  Union  of  Intra- Capsular  Fractures  <ffthe  Cervix 
Jemoris.^*  Bt  John  Johnsok,  M.  D.,  House  Surgeon  to 
Bellevue  Hospital.  After  examining  the  specimens  contained 
IE  European  cabinets,  he  thus  proceeds  : 

It  will  be  remembered  that  these  are  not  the  specimens  of 
one  country  alone,  but  the  choice  specimens  from  the 
museums  of  all  Europe.  In  this  country,  the  largest  number 
of  specimens  are  in  the  possession  of  Prof.  Mussey,  of  Cin- 
einnati.    He  claims  to  have  three  specimens  which  prove  this. 

Of  these  three,  the  most  valuable  one  is  that  aoout  which 
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Prof.  Muflflej  and  Dr.  Dalton,  of  Lowdl,  Ifass^  m^lnt^infif 
BO  long  a  controversy.    The  circuniBtanoes  of  the  case,  aa&r 
as  we  have  been  able  to  gather  them  firom  Profl  Parker's  leo- 
tore,  and  from  the  statements  of  Dr.  Morrell,  of  Borodino^ 
N.  Y.,  who  was  one  of  Prof.  Mossev's  students  shortly  aftw 
the  controversy,  are  as  follows : — The  patient  was  a  teamstsr, 
away  from  his  home  in  Northern  New  Hampshire  when  hs 
met  with  the  accident ;  Dr.  Dalton  became  satisfied  there  was 
a  fracture,  and  treated  him  for  it.    The  man  became  dissat- 
isfied.   Dr.  Dalton  boxed  up  the  leg  and  sent  the  man  homSi 
a  distance  of  more  than  one  hundred  miles,  in  one  of  the 
ordinary  country  wagons,  over  the  rough  roads  of  that  hSOj 
country ;  on  his  arrival  home,  the  ma^s  limb  was  examined 
by  Prof.  Mussey,  about  three  weeks  after  the  injury,  the 
dressings  removed,  yet  no  fracture  could  be  found;  TrtL 
Mussey  maintained  this  opinion  till  he  came  in  possession  of 
the  specimen,  which  bethought  showed  conclusively  there  was 
a  fracture  within  the  capsule,  and  which  had  united  by  bona^ 
when  he  made  the  amende  honorable.    If  we  had  only  these 
facts  to  rely  upon,  they  would  be  sufficient  to  throw  a  doaU 
on  the  nature  of  the  injury.     No  matter  how  skillful  the 
surgeon  might  have  been,  or  how  favorable  the  circumstances 
surrounding  the  patient,  it  would  have  been  impossible  to 
have  obtained  an  union  of  a  fracture  entirely  within  the  cap- 
sule in  four  weeks'  time.    Dr.  Dalton  may  biave  boxed  up  m 
limb  in  the  most  skillful  manner,  and  he  is  a  surgeon  of  high 
repute  in  Eastern  Massachusetts,  yet,  it  would  have  been 
impossible  to  have  applied  his  pressure  so  equally  as  to  keep 
the  head  of  the  femur  still — jolted,  as  the  man  must  have 
been,  in  one  of  those  old-fashioned,  springless  wagons,  over 
the  half-built  mountainous  roads  of  ISorthem  New   Haam- 
shire,  for  a  distance  of  a  hundred  miles — and  yet  have,  aim 
end  of  that  journey,  an  union  of  an  intra-capsular  fi:acture, 
so  perfect  that  Prof.  Mussey  denied  there  ever  had  been  a 
fracture  there. 

But  these  are  not  the  only  facts  in  the  ease ;  Dr.  Black- 
man  (editor  of  Velpeau's  OperaHve  Surgery\  has  given  us 
the  true  explanation  of  the  case.  In  his  review  of  Maioaiki 
on  Frae(ur€9j  while  discussing  this  question  of  intra-capsnbr 
fractures,  states  (New  York  Journal  of  Medieinej  Sept.  I860), 
that  Prof.  Mussey  took  this  specimen  to  Sir  AstleT  Cooperi 
to  convince  him  of  the  possibility  of  bony  union  of  intra-csp* 
sular  fractures ;  but  Sir  Astley  decided  this  to  be  a  case  of 
fracture,  partly  toiihin  and  partly  mthout  the  capsule. 
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Of  Ptol  Mqsmt's  two  remaming  spedmens  I  hmre  been 
unable  to  procure  histories.  I  haye  conversed  with  a  surgeoa 
of  eminence  of  this  oity,  who  has  examined  them  carefolly, 
and  he  says  they  are  no  more  satisfiMtory  than  the  one  already 
referred  to.  Dr.  Bauer,  of  Brooklyn,  has  also  recently  exam* 
ined  them,  and  is  yery  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  they  are 
not  specimens  of  intra-capsuuyr  fracture. 

Since  the  above  was  written,  we  have  received  the  Ameri- 
can Journal  of  Medical  ScieneeSy  for  April,  1857.  The  lead- 
ing article  is  by  Prof.  Mussey,  detailing  his  cases  of  ^^  Erac- 
tmre  of  the  Neck  of  the  Thigh  Bone." 

We  are  gratified  to  find  the  facts  of  Case  1,  as  above  stated, 
oorroboratcKl  by  Pro£  Mussey  in  all  essential  particulars. 
In  this  article,  Prof.  Mussey  admits  his  inability  to  convince 
Sir  Astley.    He  details  his  interview  as  follows : 

^  On  my  presenting  it  for  inspection  to  Sir  Astley  Cooper, 
1m  remarxed,  ^this  bone  was  never  broken,'  I  said,  ^Sir 
Astley,  please  to  look  at  the  interior  of  the  bone;'  he  sepa- 
rated the  two  halves  and  said,  *  this  does  look  a  little  more 
like  it  to  be  sure,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  wholly  within  the 
capsular  ligament.*  It  is  well  known  that  Sir  Astley  Cooper, 
fivr  some  years,  had  taught  the  doctrine  that  bony  union  aoea 
not  take  place  in  intra-capsular  fracture ;  his  views,  among 
the  surgeons  of  Great  Britain,  were  extensively  admitted  aa 
correct/' 

This  last  remark,  following,  as  it  does,  his  account  of  his 
interview  with  Sir  Astley,  would  appear  to  be  Prof.  Mussey 'e 
aasigned  reason  for  his  own  success. 

It  is  possible  that  Sir  Astley  Cooper  was  so  prejudiced  aa 
BOt  to  admit  as  fitcts,  points  that,  at  best,  were  hntjiaubtfkUf 
but  it  will  hardly  be  presumed  that  Sir  Ajstley  Cooper  would 
deny  facts  about  which  there  could  be  no  reaeonable  doubL 
JMb  is  not  the  only  occasion  in  which  Sir  Astley's  motives 
luve  been  impugned.  A  distinguished  lecturer  of  this  coun- 
try has,  in  his  public  teachings,  declared  that  Sir  Astley 
CSooper,  by  teaching  this  doctrine  of  non-union,  ^^  had  done 
■lore  harm  than  he  had  ever  done  good  in  his  life,"  but  those 
idio  have  studied  Sir  Astley's  works,  with  an  unprejudiced 
Blind,  would  prefer  to  believe  that  he  lived  alone  for  truth, 
f&r  aeienoe,  and  his  profession. 

Sir  Astley  Cooper  is  not  the  only  sorffeon  of  distinction 
I  tliia  ffpeoimen  has  not  convinced,  not  Mussey  men- 
John  Thompaon,  of  Edinburgh,  a  aorgeon  of  eminenoa 
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as  well  as  an  author  of  a  work  upon  inflammationy  ts  onewk 
was  not  convinced  by  this  specimen. 

As  to  Prof.  Mnssey's  sweeping  statement: — ^^  The  profes- 
sional gentlemen  of  onr  country,  who  have  examinea  these 
specimens,  unhesitatingly  pronounce  this  to  be  a  case  of  ubiob 
by  bone  of  intra-capsular  fracture,"  if  he  will  take  the  trouble 
to  ascertain  the  opinion  of  many  of  the  New  York  surgeoiis^ 
who  have  examined  this  specimen,  he  will  find  that  this 
assertion  will  admit  of  essential  modifications. 

Prof.  Mussey  details  several  other  cases  in  his  own  and  in 
other's  practice — but  this  is  his  best  specimen.  He  also 
makes  some  valuable  suggestions  as  to  the  manner  of  onion 
and  his  method  of  measurement.  And  we  refer,  with 
pleasure,  those  interested  to  the  American  Journal  qf  Medh 
col  SeienceSy  for  April,  1857,  for  a  further  elucidation  of  lus 
views. 

In  regard  to  the  Philadelphia  specimens,  my  only  aouree 
of  information  is  the  brief  notice  of  them  in  the  new  work  on 


Surgery,  by  Prof.  H.  H.  Smith,  of  Philadelphia.  Hia  state- 
ment is  as  follows  (page  899) : — ^^  There  is  in  the  Wiatar  ud 
Homer  Museum  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  a  femur, 
apparently  of  an  old  woman,  in  which  the  neck  haa  been 
fractured  near  the  head,  yet,  in  which  complete  osseous  union, 
though  with  some  degree  of  shortening,  nas  taken  place.  I 
have,  moreover,  in  my  own  cabinet  a  specimen  in  which  the 
bone  has  been  fractured  through  the  neck  near  the  head,  the 
fragment  having  slid  down  beneath  its  natural  position,  and 
the  fracture  traveled  obliquely  down  the  neck,  though  stiU 
within  the  capsule,  splitting  it  ofi*  in  the  line  of  the  inter- 
trochanteric ridge.  In  this  case,  which  must  have  produced 
marked  shortening  of  the  limb,  there  is  complete  osseous 
union."  This  report  is  so  exceedingly  brief  that  no  infer- 
ence can  be  drawn  from  it,  in  fact,  the  writer  does  not 
appear  to  know  whether  the  specimen  is  from  a  male  or 
female.  If  this  is  true,  then  he  knows  nothine  of  the  history 
of  it.  Ho  does  not  give  us  the  direction  of  the  fracture, 
or  a  drawing  of  it,  or  even  a  positive  statement  that  it  is 
entirely  within  the  capsule.  In  regard  to  his  own  specimen, 
he  is  more  explicit ;  he  gives  a  drawing  and  shows  that  the 
firactured  head  has  slipped  down,  and  even  now  the  line  of 
fracture  can  be  traced  to  the  inter-trochanteric  line.  If  this 
is  so  now,  it  is  probable  that  the  end  of  the  firactured  bone 
extended  below  the  capsule  in  the  first  place,  as  in  all  cases 
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of  firaeture,  where  there  is  not  perfect  coaptation,  the  rongh 
poiota  become  absorbed.  If  we  allow  for  thia  absorption,  it 
would  make  the  end  of  the  bone  below  the  trochanteric  line, 
a  point  without  the  capsule,  thus  excluding  it  from  this  class. 
If  we  adopt  Prof.  Smith's  view,  that  this  was  entirely  within, 
we  meet  with  an  objection ;  he  states  that  the  head  of  the  bone 
has  slipped  down  beneath  its  natural  position,  and  the  frac- 
ture has  traversed  it  obliquely.  This  of  course,  could  not 
have  been  an  impacted  fracture,  for  in  an  impacted  fracture 
we  should  have  had  the  shaft  of  the  bone  driven  into  the 
cancellated  portion  of  the  head — ^not  the  head  of  the  bone 
^  slipping  down "  along  the  shaft.  If  this  was  a  case  of 
alippiDg  down  of  the  head,  we  leave  Prof.  Smith,  of  Phila- 
delimia,  to  controvert  the  position  taken  by  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Dublin,  where  he  says  that  only  impacted  intra-capsular 
fractures  can  have  an  osseous  Union. 

There  remains  but  one  more  specimen  to  examine.  This 
belongs  to  Prof.  Willard  Parker,  of  this  city.  I  am  under 
obligations  to  Prof.  Parker,  for  his  kindness  in  explaining  to 
me  the  various  points  which  he  considers  the  case  presents. 
He  loaned  me  the  specimen  to  examine  at  my  leisure,  that 
I  might  become  thoroughlv  acquainted  with  all  the  facts  of 
the  case.  Accordins  to  the  description  of  the  case  given  by 
Prof.  Parker,  in  his  lecture,  the  patient  was  an  old  maid,  of 
about  sixty  years  of  age,  an  inmate  of  the  almshouse,  of  Bar- 
nard, Vt.  One  morning,  while  going  out  of  doors,  she  fell 
striking  upon  her  hip.  The  doctor  m  attendance,  who  did 
ftot  pretend  to  be  a  surffeon^  or  accurate  in  his  diagnosis, 
oame  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  a  fracture.  He  was 
of  the  opinion  that  he  obtained  crepitus,  accordingly  he 
dressed  the  limb  with  the  straight  splint  for  six  weeks,  and 
at  the  end  of  that  time  found  half  an  inch  shortening.    The 

SKsimen  afterwards  came  into  Prof.  Parker's  possession, 
e  points  Prof.  Parker  relies  on  to  show  that  this  was  a 
fracture,  are: — I.  The  supposed  crepitus.  2.  A  r.dse  of 
bone  along  the  inter-trochanteric  line,  termed  the  ^'  csllus.'' 
8.  The  neck  of  the  bone  shortened  on  the  outer  side  one-third 
of  an  inch  more  than  on  the  inner  side,  this  being  accounted 
for  on  the  supposition  that  it  was  produced  bv  the  position 
the  limb  w^  allowed  to  retain.  4.  No  such  changes  are  to 
be  found  in  the  femur  of  the  opposite  side,  which  is  pronounced 
healthy.  These  specimens  were  procured  four  years  after 
the  injury.  The  capsule  is^tirely  gone,  and  there  is  noth- 
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mg  to  show  poftitively  where  it  was  inserted ;  a  lineispoiiited 
out  abont  three  lines  below  the  so-caDed  caUus,  aa  the  lias 
of  insertion  of  the  oapsule.     On  examination  of  the  interior 
of  the  specimen,  there  is  nothing  to  indicate  the  line  of  fiie- 
tare ;  no  callus  as  is  shown  on  internal  examination  of  otiier 
fractures  of  long  bones.    There  is  one  point  very  marked  oa 
the  inner  edge  of  the  compact  structure  of  the  sbafky  it  is 
what  Sir  Astlej  Cooper  terms  a  ^^  buttress  of  bone"  ahootiiig 
up  from  the   body  into  the  neck  and  head,  evidently  as  a 
support  to  the  head  in  the  new  angle  which  it  has  aaenned, 
with  respect  to  the  shaft.    The  buttress  is  formed  apparendy 
by  the  cancellated  structure  being  more  compact   than  in 
other  points.    On  comparing  this  specimen  with  the  femur  of 
the  well  limb,  a  very  marked  difference  is  observable :  tfa» 
line  or  buttress  is  stronger,  better  developed,  and  ia  evidently 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  support  to  the  head  of  the  bone  ia 
this  new  position.    The  specimen  is  far  from  being  satii- 
factory.     If  this  rough  line  extending  along  the  inter-tro- 
chanteric  line,  is  in  reality  the  line  of  callus,  then  it  is 
extremely  probable  that  the  fracture  was  partially  exirthe^ 
tular.     For  if  the  capsule  extended  along  the  line  which  mas 
below  this  line  that  is  pointed  out  as  the  line  of  fracture,  then 
the  insertion  of  the  capsule  must  have  been  as  low  down  as 
ihe  middle  of  the  trochanter  minor,  an  anomaly  in  reeard  to 
insertion  of  the  capsule.    If  this  really  was  the  line  of 
insertion,  it  is  extremely  unfortunate  that  the  capsule  was 
uot  left  to  show  really  where  it  was  inserted. 

Again,  there  is  no  callus  on  the  inside  of  the  bone  corres- 
ponding to  this  so-called  external  callus,  but  throughout  the 
whole  line  corresponding  to  this  external  *^  callus,"  the  can* 
collated  structure  is  perfect.  If  it  should  be  admitted  that 
crepitus  was  here  obtained,  a  point  which  is  extremely 
doubtful,  as  we  have  only  the  opinion  of  a  doctor  wbio 
practiced  many  years  ago  in  the  small  town  of  Barnard,  Yt^ 
a  town  which  now  numbers  less  than  two  thousand  inhabi- 
tants,— ^if  it  should  be  admitted  on  such  authoritv  that  this 
was  a  fracture,  still  it  is  by  no  means  established  that  this 
was  an  intra-capsular  fracture;  for  this  so-called  callus 
extends  along  tho  inter-trochanteric  line.  The  capsule  itself 
is  gone,  so  that  it  cannot  be  shown  positively  where  it  was 
inserted,  and  it  is  probable  if  there  was  a  fracture,  it  was  partly 
extra-capsular. 

Again,  the  view  which  Prof.  Parker  takes  of  his  apeeimea 
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eondicts  with  that  taken  by  Bobert  W.  Smith,  of  Dublin,  on 
fractures  of  this  class,  in  his  work  already  quoted.  For  if 
there  was  crepitus,  then  there  must  have  been  motion  of  one 
fragment  or  the  other ;  and  if  there  was  motion,  then  the 
fracture  was  not  impacted ;  and  it  is  only  this  latter  class 
which  Mr.  Smith  contends  can  unite.  My  own  impression  is 
that  there  never  was  a  fracture  here  at  all.  I  think  this 
is  a  case  of  interstitial  absorption  of  the  neck  of  the  bone; 
the  cause  of  this  absorption  being  the  contusion  received  by 
the  fall.  This  view  is  sustained  by  analogy.  Sir  Astley 
Cooper  says  this  is  common  in  old  people ;  in  his  work  on 
Surgervy  vol.  2,  pases  814  and  815,  Lee's  edition,  we  find 
the  following : — ^*  As  the  shell  becomes  thin,  ossific  matter 
is  deposited  on  the  upper  side  of  the  cervix,  opposite  the 
its  lower  part,  and  thus  the  strength  of  the  bone  is  in  some 
degree  preserved.  This  state  of  things  may  be  frequently 
seen  in  very  old  persons."  "  When  the  absorption  of  the 
neck  proceeds  faster  than  the  deposit  on  the  surface,  the 
bone  breaks  from  the  slightest  cause ;  and  this  deposit  wears 
so  much  the  appearance  of  an  united  fracture,  that  it  might 
be  easily  mistaken  for  it  before  the  bone  thus  alters.  We 
sometimes  meet  with  a  remarkable  buttress  shooting  up  from 
the  shaft  of  the  bone  into  its  head,  giving  it  additional  sup* 
port  to  that  which  it  receives  from  the  deposit  of  bone  on  its 
external  surface. 

Mr.  Liston,  in  his  Practical  Surgery y  says: — ^^ Gradual 
shortening  of  the  lower  extremity  often  ensues  upon  contu- 
sions of  the  hip  in  persons  advanced  in  life,  in  consequence 
of  interstitial  absorption  of  the  neck  of  the  thigh  bone,  and 
alteration  of  the  angle  in  which  it  is  set  upon  the  shaft. 
The  head  of  the  bone  undergoes  a  change  in  form ;  it  becomes 
flattened  and  expanded,  and  the  cotyloid  cavity  is  made  to 
correspond.  The  cause  of  lameness  ought  to  be  kept  in 
view.  The  risk  of  its  occurrence  ought  to  be  explained  to 
those  who  have  suffered  injury  of  the  hip,  and,  if  possible,  it 
most  beprevented. 

Mr.  Gulliver,  in  the  Edinburgh  ilfecItiMiZ and  SurgicalJour' 
naly  No.  128,  July,  1836,  et  8eq.y  has  written  very  fully  on 
this  subject  of  interstitial  absorption;  and  has  adduced  cases 
which  we  would  copy,  if  our  limits  would  allow.  He  shows, 
try  his  specimens,  that  the  head  is  enlarged  at  its  lower  part; 
that  these  cases  may  occur  in  young  persons ;  that  it  is  not 
disease  of  the  joint,  from  the  fiict  tut  there  is  no  anchylosis ; 
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and  that  the  cartilages  ate  not  involved.  The  eases  of  John 
Lynn,  J.  McGath,  and  J.  Fox,  etc.,  are  adduced,  and  the 
specimens  preserved  from  autopsies.  We  have  abundant  evi- 
dence of  interstitial  absorption  occurring  from  contusions  in 
persons  like  this  old  maid,  and  Mr.  Guliver  savs  this  shorten- 
ing may  take  place  as  rapidly  as  in  five  or  six  days.  Now, 
Prof,  rarker's  specimen  corresponds  to  the  fSu^ts  vre  have 
given : — 1.  There  is  a  ridge  formed  along  the  lovrer  part  of 
tne  neck,  as  Sir  Astley  Cooper  states,  occurs  in  these  cases 
of  interstitial  absorption.  2.  There  is  the  buttress  of  bone 
shooting  up  from  the  shaft  into  the  head  as  a  means  of  support ; 
this  is  clearly  shown  by  comparing  the  two  specimens,  the  one 
from  the  well  limb,  and  the  one  from  the  contused  limb. 
3.  There  was  a  contusion  sufficient  for  an  exciting  cause. 
4  This  occurs  in  one  limb  and  not  in  the  other,  as  shown  in 
the  case  of  J.  Fox,  reported  by  Gulliver,  where  one  limb 
was  in  every  respect  natural,  and  in  the  other  interstitial 
absorption  had  taken  place.  This,  we  believe,  is  the  case  in 
Prof.  Parker's  specimen.  If  this  specimen  is  in  reality  a 
fracture,  it  was  most  probably  partly  extra-capsular ;  if  not, 
it  was  a  case  of  interstitial  absorption. 

I  have  thus  reviewed  all  the  cases  of  supposed  osseous 
union.  All  of  them  are  defective  in  points  of  sreat  import- 
ance ;  no  one  of  them  places  the  question  beyond  a  reasonable 
doubt,  and  it  should  be  remembered  that  these  are  the  choice 
specimens  of  all  Europe  and  America. 

There  is  a  single  point  more  worthy  of  notice ;  it  is  the 
extreme  difficulty  there  appears  to  be,  in  all  these  specimens, 
of  deciding  whether  they  are  intra-capsular,  or  only  partly 
within.  The  mere  fact  that  a  surgeon  of  such  eminence  as 
Prof.  Mussey  should  have  been  misled,  and  should  have  been 
so  deceived  as  to  take  a  specimen  across  the  Atlantic,  to  con- 
vince Sir  Astley  Cooper  of  the  possibility  of  the  ossific  union 
of  intra-capsular  fractures,  by  whom  it  was  conclusively 
shown  that  he  was  in  error,  is  sufficient  to  prove  the  difficulty 
of  deciding  on  these  specimens.  All  such  specimens  shouUi 
be  preserved  in  the  wet  state  with  the  capsule  still  attached, 
when  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  their  character. 

The  argument  may  be  thus  summed  up]: — 1.  It  is  abso- 
lutely impossible  to  form  a  certain  and  unmistakeable  diagnosis 
of  these  fractures  during  the  life  of  the  patient.  2.  That 
the  probabilities  are  all  against  union  by  bone,  from  lade  of 
nourishment  to  the  fractured  parts  of  the  head,  from  impos- 
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mbili^  of  perfect  rest,  and  from  synovitis.  8.  The  argu- 
ment from  the  analogy  of  fractures  of  the  patella,  olecranon, 
etc.,  is  an  argument  against,  instead  of  for,  osseous  union. 
4.  Cases  where  every  circumstance  was  favorable  to  union,  if 
any  fractures  of  this  kind  could  unite,  yet  which  failed  to 
unite.  5.  The  cases  given  to  prove  this  union  not  having 
proved  it. 

The  treatment  of  these  cases  is  obvious.  It  has  been  shown 
that  a  positive  diagnosis  cannot  be  formed.  It  may  be  a  case 
of  those  kinds  which  do  have  a  bony  union.  The  patient  is 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  chance.  If  his  age  and  health 
will  permit,  the  straight  splint  should  be  used ;  while,  at  the 
same  time,  the  surgeon  should  protect  himself,  by  showing 
the  patient  and  his  friends  what  an  unfavorable  result  there 
may  be.  If  the  fracture  is  impacted,  it  should  by  all  means 
be  kept  in  the  impacted  state,  and  all  attempts  to  extend  the 
limb  to  its  proper  length  should  be  abstained  from. 

If  the  patient  is  past  the  prime  of  life,  or  of  enfeebled  con- 
stitution, the  double  inclined  plane  splint  should  be  used ; 
and  if  the  patient  can  not  bear  that,  then  simply  let  the 
limb  rest  over  a  pillow. 


Anaiamy  of  the  Pleura* 

Bb.  Charles  E.  Isaacs,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  in  the 
University  Medical  College,  read,  April  4,  1857,  an  instruc- 
tive paper  on  the  Anatomy  of  the  Pleura,  before  the  New 
York  Academy  of  Medicine, 

The  object  of  the  investigation  was  to  determine  the  extent 
of  the  pleura  above  the  clavicle,  and  its  relations  to  impor- 
tant organs.  Writers  on  anatomy  either  do  not  allude  to  the 
a nbject,  or  speak  so  vaguely,  as  to  convey  the  impression  that 
no  definite  knowledge  exists  in  regard  to  it.  Homer  says 
the  pleura  extends  higher  at  the  head  of  the  first  rib  than  at 
its  anterior  extremity ;  according  to  Cruveilhier,  the  pleura 
projects  more  or  less  above  that  nb;  Sharpey  and  Quain  state 
that  it  extends  an  inch,  or  even  an  inch  and  half,  above  the 
first  rib.  Harrison  says  when  the  lung  is  distended,  the 
pleura  may  rise  two  inches  above  the  first  rib,  etc.  etc. 

The  statements  of  many  other  authors  are  given,  all  of 
which  are  equaUy  indefinite,  while  in  such  works  as  the 
JBncfdapedia  of  Anatomy,  Bourgery  and  Jacob,  SibeoWe 
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Medical  Anatomy j  etc.,  no  mention  wliAterer  is  made  of  Ike 

extent  of  the  pleura  above  the  clavicle. 

Struck  with  the  diBcrepancies  on  this  aubjeot  among 
authors,  and  aware  from  repeated  diBsectaona  of  the  great 
height  to  which  the  pleura  sometimes  extends,  Dr.  Ibaags 
was  led  to  the  careful  examination  of  a  large  number  of 
cadavers  (one  hundred  in  all),  to  determine,  5'  possible,  the 
superior  boundaries  of  this  investing  membrane. 

The  method  pursued  was,  to  place  the  subject  upon  a  fim 
table,  and  after  exposing  the  thoracic  cavity  in  the  usaal 
manner,  by  the  introduction  of  one  hand  into  the  col-de-^ac 
formed  by  the  pleura  above  the  clavicle,  its  boundaries  oonld 
be  readily  ascertained  externally.  Where  this  method  failed, 
neectles  were  passed  from  without  inwards,  at  points  where  it 
was  desired  to  obtain  measurements,  and  their  position  in  the 
cavity  determined,  by  the  fingers  introduced  internally. 

It  was  sought  to  establish  the  following  points : 

1.  The  height  of  the  sternal  edge  of  ue  pleura  alcove  tlie 
clavicle. 

2.  The  height  of  its  central  portion. 
8.  The  height  of  its  outer  edge. 

4.  The  distance  of  the  sternal  edge  from  the  median  line. 

5.  The  distance  of  the  outer  edge  from  the  median  line. 
In  prosecuting  this  examination,  it  was  discovered  that  the 

upper  part  of  the  pleural  cavity  did  not  always  present  a 
dome-shaped  form,  as  described  by  anatomists,  but  that  it 
sometimes  forms  cul-de-sacs,  extending  upward  like  the 
fingers  of  a  glove ;  they  are  sometimes  prolonged  laterally, 
from  the  right  pleura  across  the  median  line  to  the  left  side, 
and  pass  upwards  between  the  bodies  of  the  cervical  vertebrs 
and  oesophagus,  or,  between  the  latter  and  the  trachea. 

Dr.  Isaacs  presented  several  tables  exhibiting  the  results 
of  bis  investigations,  of  which  we  notice  the  following : — 

Comparative  height  and  width  of  the  pleura  above  the  davi" 
ele  in  the  male  and  female^  calculated  from  the  measurements 
in  forty-seven  males  and  forty-seven  females.  The  condn- 
sions  at  which  he  arrives  are,  that  the  pleura  is  both  higher 
above  the  clavicle,  and  wider  in  that  situation,  in  the  male 
than  it  is  in  the  female. 

The  high  extent  of  the  pleura. — In  one  hundred  cases,  the 
pleura  of  the  right  side  rose  two  inches  and  upwardM  above 
the  clavicle  in  fourteen ;  on  the  left  in  four ;  on  both  sides 
in  five ;  in  all  twenty-three,  giving  the  proportion  of  nearly 
one  in  four  having  a  high  extent  of  pleura. 
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Law  extent  of  the  pleura. — ^In  five  of  the  one  hundred 
cases,  the  pleura  did  not  rise  above  the  superior  mairgin  of 
the  clavicle ;  being  one  in  twenty  having  a  low  extent  of 
pleura.  The  sternal  or  inner  edge  of  the  pleura  on  the  right 
side  extended  across  and  to  the  left  of  we  median  line  in 
eleven  oases,  the  greatest  extent  being  one  and  one-fourth 
inches. 

These  eleven  cases  necessarily  gave  the  widest  extent  of 
pleura  at  its  superior  part,  the  average  width  being  four 
inches.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  this  projection  of  the 
pleura  across  the  meman  line  was  never  observed  on  the  left 
side. 

It  was,  also,  generally  noticed  that,  where  the  pleura 
extended  high,  the  subject  had  a  long  neck,  and  the  reverse 
was  the  case  in  short,  and  especially  bull-necked,  subjects ; 
in  twelve  cases  marked  as  having  long  necks,  ten  had  a  high 
extent  of  pleura ;  in  elevten  short-necked  subjects,  the  pleura 
was  very  low  in  three,  below  the  average  in  eight.  By  the 
shape  of  the  neck,  therefore,  and  probably  by  auscultation 
and  percussion,  it  may  be  possible  to  determine  prettv  accu* 
rately  in  the  living  subject  whether  the  pleura  has  a  high  or 
low  extent. 

The  practical  importance  of  this  determination  of  the 
limits  ot  the  superior  portion  of  the  pleura  are  obvious.  To 
the  physician,  it  is  important  to  know  these  facts  in  the 
practice  of  auscultation  and  percussion,  and  in  the  diagnosis 
of  diseases  of  the  apex  and  the  lungs.  To  the  surgeon,  this 
knowledge  is  of  great  value  in  the  removal  of  tumors,  and 
in  other  operations  about  the  neck. 

Db.  Isaacs  ingeniously  suggests  that  cases  of  sudden 
death  during  operations  about  the  lower  part  of  the  neck, 
from  the  supposed  entrance  of  air  into  the  veins,  may  be  due 
to  the  openmg  of  the  pleural  cavity.  If  the  surgeon  pene- 
trated toe  neck  two  inches  above  the  clavicle,  it  would  have 
been  thought  that  there  was  no  danger  of  wounding  the 
pleura,  and  yet  the  result  of  these  measurements  show  that 
the  pleural  cavity  could  be  opened  at  this  hight.  These  facte 
are  also,  important  in  the  prognosis  and  treatment  of  wounds 
in  the^neck. 

In  the  second  portion  of  his  paper,  Dr.  Isaaos  considers 
the  surgical  anatomy  of  the  upper  portion  of  the  pleural  sac, 
or  its  relation  with  the  subclavian  art«ry. 

In  its  first  divivon,  or  that  portion  of  the  artery  lying 
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within  scaleni  mnsoles,  the  Bnbclayian  always  rests  upon  the 
pleura.  The  artery  has  never  been  saccessfully  ligatnred  at 
this  point,  though  the  operation  has  been  performed  nine 
times  upon  the  right  side,  and  once  upon  the  left.  The  fail- 
ures is  due  to  the  extension  of  the  disease  to  the  coats  of 
the  subclavian,  and  the  proximity  of  the  ligature  to  impor- 
tant anastomosing  branches. 

The  second  portion  of  the  artery,  or  that  lying  between 
the  scaleni,  is,  also,  always  in  contact  with  the  pleura.  The 
ligature  has  been  successfully  applied  to  this  point. 

The  third  division,  extending  from  the  scaleni  to  the  first 
rib,  is  that  portion  of  the  artery  which  is  most  frequently 
ligated,  and  is,  therefore,  relatively,  of  the  most  importance, 
although  the  subclavian  in  this  part  of  its  course  does  not 
rest  upon  the  pleura,  yet,  when  the  pleura  rises  high  in  the 
neck,  it  carries  the  artery  with  it ;  in  the  twenty-three  cases 
in  which  the  pleura  rose  high  in  the  neck,  the  artery  was  high 
in  the  third  portion  of  its  course,  and  rested  upon  the  pleura 
for  a  considerable  extent,  several  examples  are  given  to  illus- 
trate this  fact.  A  knowledge  of  this  relation  of  the  pleura 
to  the  subclavian  artery  at  the  point  where  it  is  moist  fre- 
quently ligated,  is  of  great  importance  to  the  surgeon. 

This  interesting  paper  will  soon  appear  in  the  Tranaaetious 
of  the  Academy. — New  York  Journal  of  Medicine. 

[Editop — ^The  importance  of  the  above  investigations  by  thtt 

most  excelleat  anatomist,  Dr.  Isaacs,  will  be  at  once  conceded.    Dr. 

I.,  however,  is  not  the  first  to  insist  upon  the  extent  of  the  pleora 

to  a  g^ieater  heighth  than  that  described  by  standard  anthon  oa 

anatomy.    In  the  American  Medkal  JUcorder,  for  January,  1820, 

page  29,  the  reader  will  find  the  following  note  appended  by  the 

late  Dr.  Geoige  M*CIeIIan  to  an  article  entitled,   "  On  the  Su^jiesl 

Anatomy  of  the  Arteries/'  published  by  him  in  the  earlier  part  of 

his  professional  career.    We  copy  the  note : 

"As  I  shall  mention  hereafter,  the  common  idea  respecting  tha 
extent  of  the  plenrie  is  incorrect.  They  do  not  terminate  at  the 
first  ribs,  as  stated  by  all  the  books,  but  extend  considerably  abote 
them,  and  line  the  inner  surface  of  the  scaleni  muscles.  In  aerenJ 
subjects  which  I  examined  in  presence  of  the  most  TeapecCaUe 
witnesses,  the  pleurie  extended  up  on  each  side  as  high  as  the 
thyroid  cartilage.  From  this  circumstance,  I  can  account  for  the 
extraordinary  cases  of  emphysema,  recorded  by  Bums  as  occurring 
from  abscess  in  the  neck,  and  if  I  recollect  ri^t»  by  Dessault,  firom 
fractured  clavicle."] 


XiUariaL  471 

BDZTOBIAIh 


Our  readers  can  hardi  j  expect  as  to  apologize  for  the  space 
in  our  present  number,  devoted  to  the  proceedings  of  the  American 
Ifadical  Association,  at  its  recent  session  in  Nashville.  The 
constitution  of  our  National  Association  is  such,  that  its  tenth 
annual  session  ought  to  have  produced  something  of  sufficient 
Taloe  to  remunerate  those  who  at  great  sacrifices  repair  to  the  places 
■elected  for  its  meetings ;  but  judging  from  the  reports  of  the  special 
committees  at  Nashville,  there  was  much  more  of  promise  than 
^  fulfillment.  The  number  opposite  to  whose  names  we  find  **  Fur- 
ther time  asked,''  **  No  report,''  and  <' Further  time  granted,"  is 
remarkable,  indeed ;  and  the  question  suggests  itself,  were  all  of 
them  actuated  by  honorable  motives,  in  having  their  names  attached 
to  these  special  Committees  ?  Does  it  not  present  more  the  appear- 
ance of  burlesque  than  serious  purpose  ?  And  how  many  repeti- 
tions of  this  kind  will  the  profinsion  tolerate  ?  If  we  do  not 
greatly  misjudge  its  spirit,  some  of  those  who  have  thus  sought 
notoriety,  will  ere  long  be  compelled  to  find  other  opportunities  for 
thus  parading  their  names,  as  the  Association  cannot  long  sur- 
Tive  such  barrenness,  and  FuU  Itium  will  soon  be  inscribed  o'er  its 
tomb.  With  two  or  three  exceptions,  the  special  committees  pre- 
■ented  nothing ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  voluntary  contributions, 
the  last  session  would  have  been  unprofitable  indeed.  The  Geoigia 
delegation,  at  least  that  portion  of  it,  consisting  of  Drs.  Arnold, 
Howard,  Brown,  and  Paddleford,  attained  pre-eminent  distinction, 
by  their,  doubtless,  disinterested  protest  against  the  admission  of  dele- 
gates from  a  rival  Medical  College.  As  the  meeting  was  attended 
hj  thecitisens  of  Nashville,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  such  an  exhi- 
Ution  of  selfisbness  and  the  meanest  traits  of  human  nature  sboold 
kave  been  made.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  reproof  administered 
hj  the  Association  wSl  exert  a  salutary  influence  hereafter,  and  that 
the  same  arena  will  not  again  be  sought  by  those  whose  hearts  are 
iUed  with  envy,  hatred,  malice,  and  all  nncharitahleness.  State 
•oeieties  and  county  societies,  have  long  been  dedicated  to  such  vile 
nsM,  and  delegates  to  a  KaiUmai  Association  should  have  the 
deeenqr  to  leave  their  penonal  foods  behind  them.  No  one  can 
eome  in  doee  proximity  to  a  leader  of  one  of  these  miserable  c^i^tces. 
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to  be  found  in  almost  all  medical  oiganiaationi,  without  foraUy 
realizing  that  ''  There's  either  a  dead  rat  abint  the  wainscot,  or 
he's  stinkin,"  and  deeply  regretting  that,  for  the  sake  of  all  parties. 
**  the  foal  air  **  pent  np  within  his  breast  had  not  been  let  out  bafen 
he  left  his  own  peculiar  sphere  of  duty. 

We  like  the  resolutions  on  Medical  Education,  oflered  bj  Dr. 
Ourrey,  and  from  our  acquaintance  with  some  of  the  memben  of 
the  Committee  to  whom  these  resolutions  were  refinredp  wo  baft 
reason  to  hope  that  at  the  next  meeting  a  uniform  ayvtan 
of  medical  instruction  will  be  presented  and  adopted,  woithj  of 
the  age  in  which  we  live. 

The  election  of  Professor  Paul  F.  Eve,  as  President  of  As 
Association,  will  excite  no  snrprise  in  the  minds  of  our  leadm. 
That  he  is,  in  every  respect,  fitted  to  adorn  that  high  position,  no 
one  will  question.  His  brief  and  appropriate  speech,  in  taking  the 
chair,  presents  a  striking  contrast  with  that  of  the  retiring  Preeidentt 
which  on  account  of  its  length  we  have  been  unable  to  paUish. 
We  confess  a  mortal  aversion  to  long  speeches.  With  old  Nott^ 
we  would  say,  a  sermon  should  never  exceed  twenty-fiva  minntei^ 
— and  with  Tickler, — a  horse-race  two  miles— for,  four  mile  heiti 
are  tiresome,  to  horse,  rider,  and  spectator. 

At  the  commencement  of  his  address,  the  President  announesa 
his  design  "  in  brevity  to  follow  the  examples  of  his  honored  pre- 
decessors ;"  and  we  believe  that  with  but  one  or  two  exceptions,  in 
reaching  this  brevity  he  has  attained  a  success  equal  to  his  prede- 
cessors; that  is  to  say,  the  whole  address  would  occupy  about 
twelve  pages  of  our  Journal  I  The  questions  which  he  proposed  to 
discuss,  may  be  inferred  from  the  following  extract : 

''  Assembled  as  we  are  here,  under  the  auspices  of  tho  mediesl 
profesnion  in  Tennessee ;  meeting  in  presence  of  the  citiaena  of  thk 
beautiful  city,  honored  by  representatives  from  that  better  part  of 
our  creation,  who,  like  the  Amarat  of  Milton,  throw  their  ahadowi 
and  shed  their  fragrance  o'er  the  waters  of  the  fount  of  life ;  coming 
as  we  have  in  considerable  numbers  from  distant  portions  of  the 
United  States,  abandoning  for  the  time  beinff  our  private  engage- 
ments, and  encountering  on  our  way  hither  the  haxards  incident  to 
velocity  in  locomotion,  as  if  only  to  enjoy  the  social  amenitiee  and 
the  pleasures  of  professional  re-union,  Uiese  two  questions  naturaUy 
arise  in  the  minds  of  thosa  who  are  merely  witnesses  of  the  spec* 
tade  presented  by  our  assemble^.  "  For  what  purpose  is  thu 
eonvocation  of  physicians  ?    Wnat  is  there  in  the  nature  of  thsir 
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particdarparaait  which  prampti  them  thni  to  relinquish  its  rewardsy 
to  for^o  the  endeannents  of  home,  when  there  is  no  visible  mani- 
iefltation  on  ther  part,  of  a  design  to  promote  those  objects  which 
center  in  self-interest,  to  advance  the  purposes  of  sectarian  ambi- 
tion or  political  partisanship  ? 

"In  the  fulfillment  of  a  duty  incident  to  the  position  which  I 
have  had  the  honor  to  hold  for  the  past  year,  a  year  full  of  pleasant 
recollections  to  myself,  I  shall,  whilst  designing  in  brevity  to  follow 
the  example  of  my  honored  predecessors,  attempt  an  explanation 
of  the  phenomenon  we  may  be  Bnppof>ed  to  present  to  the  mind  of 
an  intelligent,  but  uninitiated  observer. 

"jTo  do  what  I  have  proposed  satisfactorily  to  myself,  would 
involve  the  necessity  of  showing  the  relation  which  medicine  has 
held  to  the  civil  authority,  to  the  ecclesiastical  power  and  to  the 
social  condition  of  the  people  for  all  time  antecedent  to  the  date  of 
this  oi^nization.  This  review  would  also  lead  us  to  consider  the 
relation  which  free  governments  bear  to  letters,  to  science  and  the 
arts ;  a  field  too  large  for  us  to  occupy  on  the  present  occasion. 
We  shall  endeavor,  without  attempting  all  this,  to  present  to  your 
Tiew  the  condition  of  the  profession  at  the  time  this  organization 
■prang  out  of  the  antecedent  chaos,  the  cause  or  causes  of  that  con- 
dition ;  whether  inherent  and  incurable,  or  whether  arising  from 
iatrinsic  circumstances,  which  may  be  remedied,  and  whether  this 
remedy  is  to  be  found  in  public  authority,  or  sought  for  in  asaooii^ 
ted  professional  influence." 

The  speaker  boldly  asserts  that  prior  to  the  oi^nization  of  the 

Aeaociation,  the  profession  was  in  a  state  of  chaos ;  he  refers  to 

''the  professional  abasement,"  the  humiliatiog  consciousness  of 

which  aroused  its  members,  who  in  the  hope  of  reinstating  ita 

departed  dignity,  (we  use  his  own  words)  formed  this  Association. 

This  lamentable  condition  of  the  profession,  he  attributes  to  the 

political  revolution  which  separated  the  American  colonies  from  the 

Briltbh  crown,  and  the  loosening  the  connection  between  church  and 

state.    Popular  absolutism,  the  dissevered  relation  of  medicine  to 

the  state  authority,  he  repeats,  gave  rise  to  the  necessity  which  led 

to  the  formation  of  the  Association,  whose  mission  is  ''  to  reform 

the  medical  schools  of  the  United  States,  and  to  improve  the  prepa- 

tatoiy  education  of  students  of  medicine.^     We  are  next  told  of 

the  process  of  development  of  oiganic  bodies^  and  in  applying  the 

•ame  law  to  the  growth  of  institutions,  *'  the  absorption  and  assimi- 

*  lationof  extraneous  materials ;"  he  suggests  an  important  inquiry, 

Til :  whether  the  schools  are  an  out-growth  of  the  profession,  or 

whether  the  profession  ia  the  product  of  the  schools.    He  holds 
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society  responsible  for  the  abasement  of  fbe  profession,  at  ihe  date 
of  Uie  formation  of  the  Association,  and  then  turns  to  the  lecords 
of  the  past  to  find  an  antecedent  era,  ''in  which  the  world  hu 
been  subjected  to  similar  moral  catoclysms,  by  which  ancient  insti- 
tutions] were  broken  np,  dec,  drc."  Moral  caUKlyfmi  I  snrelj  our 
worthy  President  "  draweth  out  the  thread  of  his  veibosity  finer 
than  th?  sta  pie  of  his  argument ."  Had  he  simply  stated  that  he  wtt 
searching  for  an  antecedent  era,  when  the  world  required  a  simOar 
moral  cataplasm,  (to  this  panacea,  the  Association  of  course),  a 
portion  of  his  medical  hearers  would  undoubtedly  have  justly  appie- 
ciatcd  his  observation ;  but  moral  catoclysms,  we  fear,  was  lost 
both  upon  the  Association,  and  "the  representatives  from  thit 
better  part  of  our  creation,''  who  shed  their  fragrance  o'er  the 
scene.  Perhaps  like  Oliver  Cromwell's  porter,  (Daniel)  his  brains 
have  been  turned  by  plodding  in  mystical  books  of  divinity,  or 
perhaps  Yi'^  has  been  dabbling  in  the  mazes  of  moral  insanity) 
Moral  catoclysms  1  Would  that  the  learned  President  had  informed 
us,  whether  the  disorder  is  accompanied  with  wind,  or  pain  and 
noise  in  the  bowels,  acid  eructations,  or  with  black  bile,  and  then  we 
might  turn  with  some  hopes  of  success,  to  the  nosological  systems 
which  have  been  so  mercifully  and  so  abundantly  furnished  us. 
Moral  catoclysms  !  we  think  we  have  it,  and  yet  we  will  not  be 
too  sanguine,  for  we  do  remember  that  even  Cicero  himsdf  wss 
charged  with  being  ignorant  of  the  meaning  of  the  Greek  word 
mania.  Is  not  clysmus  synonymous  with  clysis  and  enemot  and 
docs  not  clysmation  signify  a  clyster,  albeit  a  small  clyster.  Agnn* 
does  not  cato  as  a  prefix,  stand  for  below,  beneaih,  downwards,  and 
did  not  the  sago  of  Cos  when  he  prescribed  a  physic,  affix  the  woid 
cato,  and  when  an  emetic,  ano,  above  or  upwards.  The  merest 
tyro,  by  consulting  Dunglison,  may  appear  as  learned  in  this  matter 
as  ourselves.  Perhaps,  then,  catodysms  signifies  a  downward 
enema, '  or  perhaps,  with  more  elegance,  we  might  with  the  Presi- 
dent, seek  for  an  antecedent  era,  which  had  been  subjected  to  a 
moral  beneath  clyster.  It  is  not  our  fault  of  the  perspicuity  of  Us 
discourse  depends  much,  to  use  the  language  of  Father  Wiseman, 
*'  upon  a  true  notion  of  the  constitution  of  the  anus  or  uttermost 
exit  of  the  infestinum  rectum,**    But  it  is  time  revoeare  gradum. 

In  expatiating  on  the  abasement  of  the  profession,  prior  to  the 
birth  of  the  Association,  Dr.  Pitcher  but  echoes  the  sentiments 
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•dranoed  by  hii  pndeoessor,  Professor  Qeo.  B.  Wood.  Ho 
declared  that  the  great  stmggle  in  the  profession  is,  ''in  the 
teaching  department,  to  gather  pupils  ;  in  the  practical,  to  gather 
patients ;  in  both,  to  swell  the  pockets."  Admitting,  also,  that  a  new 
spirit  was  aroused  by  the  first  meetings  of  the  Association,  it  must 
be  evident  to  every  impartial  observer,  that  even  the  dawn  of  the 
professional  millenium,  hath  not  yet  appeared.  Admitting  the 
inportanoe  of  the  adoption  and  enforcement  of  the  code  of  medical 
ethics,  we  may  still  question  the  truth  of  Dr.  Pitcher's  observation, 
that,  *'  1^11  then  we  had  suffered  more  from  quackery  within  the 
proieesion,  than  from  irr^larities  without.  Now  that  order  at 
things  is  reversed.''  It  is  an  easy  matter  for  a  roffue  to  put  on  this 
*'ii^Sp"  and  proclaim  it  as  his  defence  in  the  moral  conflicts  of 
lifis,  while  at  heart  he  has  in  view  but  self  aggrandizement  and  the 
downfall  of  his  brother.  Mr.  Bristed,  in  his  Upe  Yean  in  am 
En^tMk  Umhertihf^  tells  us,  p.  841,  that  at  Cambridge,  men  whose 
QDdflifgraduate  course  has  been  the  most  marked  by  drunkenness 
and  debauchery,  appear,  after  the  "  Poll "  examination,  at  Divinity 
lectures, — step  out  of  Barnwell  into  the  Church,  without  any  pre- 
tense  of  other  change,  than  in  the  attire  of  their  outward  man-* 
the  being  "japanned,"  as  assuming  the  black  dross  and  white 
eravat,  is  called  in  Univereity  slang. 

The  great  principles  upon  which  the  code  of  ethics  is  based,  must 
eommend  themselves  to  every  honest  man,  and  cannot  be  too  care- 
lolly  studied  by  those  who  are  about  to  engage  in  the  responsible 
duties  of  our  professioa.  It  is,  however,  soul  sickening  to  watch 
the  conduct  of  some  who  have  undergone  the  ''japanning"  pro- 
eesa,  and  who  to  accomplish  base  and  selfish  ends,  are  for  ever 
preaching  what  their  vile  natures  can  never  practice.  These,  in 
reality  emmieMp  of  the  code,  should  beferretted  out,  and  held  up  to 
Hm  scorn  of  their  insulted  brethren. 

But,  our  readera  will  conclude  that,  in  spite  of  onr  declared  aver* 
eion,  we  have  ourselves  entered  upon  a  **/(mr  miie  heat,"  and  we 
must  bring  our  notice  to  a  close.  We  have  expressed,  inferontially 
at  least,  onr  dislike  of  the  et^e  of  the  address.  Its  spirit  cannot 
be  too  highly  praised,  and  reflects  credit  upon  its  author.  Had  he 
oondensed  his  materials,  attempted  less  pwrade  of  historic  lore,  and 
grappled  with  his  questions  in  good  plain  English,  we  should,  we 
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eonfcss,  have  been  much   better   pleased.    We*^  expect  &  moU 
speech  from  the  newly  elected  President ;  in  matAr,  and 
predict  it  will  be  worthy  the  attention  of  bis  Bnocesiora. 


INDIAKA    STAn  mDIOAL  ■OOinT. 

We  find  in  the  Indiana  State  Joumai,  the  proeeedioga  of  tUi 
Society,  which  met  at  Indianapolis  on  the  20th  inst.  Tliera  assw 
to  have  been  a  large  attendance,  and  perfect  harmon j  amoiy  tks 
members.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare' and  piaeuOa 
plan  for  the  interchange  of  published  transactions  of  local  80cietiss» 
within  the  United  States.  A  resolution  was  also  adopted,  appooi^ 
ing  a  Committee  to  report  at  the  next  session,  a  fee  bOl  for 
fessional  services,  to  be  the  uniform  g^ide  in  rpg^ard  to  eomj 
thronghont  the  State,  ''  as  far  as  practicable." 

The  President  appointed  the  following  standing  eommittaea: 

ExBcunvK  CoMMrrm. — ^Drs.  J.  H.  Woodbnm,  P.  H.  Ji 
B.  N.  Todd  and  S.  Becoid. 

ComciTTKB  ON  PcRUGATioir. — ^Drs.  J.  M.  Kitchen*  G.  W. 
T.  B.  Elliott,  N.  Johnson  and  R.  D.  Mausy. 

CoMMiTTEB  ox  FiMANCE. — Drs.  L.  Humphreys,  ^C.  West,  Jt 
Mofiett,  G.  W.  New  and  J.  8.  Skinner. 

CoxviTTEE  ON  Ermcs. — Drs.  C.  West,  J.  H.  Bioww,  E.  8.  Me" 
Clelland.  J.  Hitter  and  W.  R.  Winton. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  special  committees : 

Practice  of  Medicimb. — Drs.  0.  Everts,  J.  Humphreys  and  J. 
S.  Skinner. 

Surgery. — Drs.  C.  Parry,  W.  Lomax  and  11.  Sexton, 

GoxMiTTEK  ON  Obbtetrios. — Drs.  H.  P.  Ayrea,  M.  H,  W^wi«^y 
and  J.  Ellis. 

CoMMrTTBE  ON  CiZEiusTBT. — Drs.  T.  Psrviu,  E.  Moiphy,  and  B. 
T.  Brown. 

Medical  Education. — Drs.  W.R.  Winton,  G.  Sntton,  and  W. 
B.  Schoonover. 

Materia  Meoica. — Drs.  Wm.  Reader,  D.  H.  Johm,  and  T.  B. 
Austin. 

Microscopy. — Drs.  D.  Hutchison,  C.  West,  and  T.  BnllanL 

Chronic  Diseases  or  the  Braik. — Drs.  T.  B.   Elliott,   CIsy 
Brown,  and  T.  M.  Stevens. 

Committee  on  nomination  of  officera,  reported  as  foUowa : 

President. — Dr.  T.  Bullard. 

Vice  Preridrnts. — Drs.  T.  J.  Cogley,  C.  West,  D.  Hatchisoa* 
and  W.  R.  Winton. 

Secretaries. — Drs.  T.  B.  Elliot  and  F.  S.  Newcomer. 


OoRiuroMDnni  SxcmsTABT^^Dr.  T.  Pamn. 

TBKA0UBEB.-ndi)r.  C.  PaiTjr. 

Ldrariav. — Dr.  Wm.  C.  Thompson. 

DSLVQATIS  TO  NaTIOKAL  CojnTENTIOK. — Dw.    Q.  W.    New,    W. 

fi.  Winton,  E.  Mnrphey,  Preston  J.  Sloan,  T.  J.  Coglev,  D. 
Meeker,  J.  H.  Brower,  Wm.  Lomax,  J.  Vail,  J.  G.  Wolfe,  J.  W. 
Flower,  Y.  Heraej,  L.  Donlap,  J.  H.  Woodbnm,  M.  Bezton,  J.  Id* 
Kitchen,  J.  Humphreys,  L.  Bitter,  H.  P.  Ayres,  C.  Brown,  T.  B, 
Elliott,  R  D.  Maazy,  0.  Everts,  G.  W.  Mears,  J.  8.  Bobbs,  P. 
H.  Jameson,  F.  8.  Newcomer,  '^,  C.  Thompson  and  T.  W.  Fry. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Special  Sabjects  for  reports  at  next 
meeting. 

Oh  Abobxs  or  Mercurt — Drs.  J.  H.  Brower,  W.  C.  Thompson, 
and  N.  Knepfler. 

On  DYflnnsBT.— Drs.  J.  8.  Bobbs, E.  8.  McClelland,  and  H.  C. 
^utdioock. 

.  DiaBAtBS  or  «■  Skiv. — ^Drs.  G.  W.  Hears,  J.  Pennington  and 
W.  Davidson. 

BOBSTITOTU  FOR  QuiNmiH TrKATMCHT  OrlNTKRMITTENTS. ^DrS. 

F.  S.  Newcomer,  P.  H.  Jameson  and  J.  81oan. 

Kal-Pracuck.— Drs.  J.  Rhea,  M.  H.  Hardixu^.  and  J.  M. 
Kitelwn. 

CuKAn  or  LnnAVA. — ^Drs.  C.  WeBt»  R*  T.  Brown  and  T.  M« 
Stqphcns. 


We  notice  in  one  of  oar  exchanges,  the  recent  death  of  a 
hone  owned  by  Dr.  F.  Dorsey,  of  Hagerstown,  Md.,  in  the  45ih 
j«ar  of  his  age.  The  Doctor  had  need  him  in  his  practice  for  8T 
TMibI 


The  papers  report  another  fatal  case  of  chloroform,  in  a 
ehild.  Two  physicians  of  Wy  theville,  Ya.,  administered  a  mixtore 
of  chloroform  and  ether  to  aboy  five  years  of  age,  and  he  died  almost 
immediately  from  its  efibcta. 


We  owe  an  apology  to  the  BoiUm  Medical  and  Surgical 
Jimmalf  for  the  omission  on  the  part  of  the  printer,  to  credit  it  for 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Boston  Bocietyibr  Medical  Improvement, 
poUishedin  oor  last  nnmber. 
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tsr  Oar  next  nnmber  will  commenoe  a  second  ▼oIimiA.  Wt 
shodd  be  glad  to  extend  onr  circnUtion,  so  ma  to  onmble  m  lo  nuki 
the  Wt^tem  Lancet  more  worthy  of  patronage.  Every  dollar 
received  will  be  expended  on  the  JonnuJ.  We  ahonld  like  to  add 
to  the  number  of  illastrations.  Some  will  be  found  in  every  nm- 
ber  yet  published,  and  we  hope  to  be  able  to  eontinne  thia  fealm. 
We  shall  try  to  issoe  Prof.  Cobb's  portrait  in  the  Joly  nnmber. 


Meutnatiim. — Hie  following  cerUtm  emr$  for  '*  racking  ilieoma- 
tism,"  prescribed  by  the  Etrick  Bhepherd  to  Chriatopher  North, 
(  Vid,  NocteB  AmbrosiancB),  is  worthy  of  medical  record  I 

Shepherd. — ^I'll  gie  ye  a  simple  and  infallible  xeoeipt  for*t»  air»  if 
yon  hae  courage  to  ack  ont.  The  mom's  momin%  lake  a  doM 
o'  drogs, — ^then  get  Mr.  Nibbs — ^Hr.  Happlestone'a  encceaaor  to 
oeep  yoo  atween  the  shoulthers — he's  maist  expert*  wi'  his  box  o' 
lancets;  then  take  the  shoor-bath — ^no,  that's  an  anachronism — tak  il 
the  first  thing  in  the  momin'  afore  the  drogs ; — then  get  an  aold 
woman — ^be  sure  she's  an  auld  ane»  sir — ^no— Mrs.  Gentle— io  wf 
your  arms,  and  legs,  and  back,  wi'  her  finger  and  her  thumb— to  nip 
you  severely,  sir,  and  you  man  na  mind  the  sairneaa— for  at  hast 
twa  hours ;  then  get  in  twa  cawdies  and  gar  them  beat  a'  the  aaae 
pairts  wi  swutches  as  if  they  were  dustin  carpets^ — aay  for  twenty 
minutes  ; — then  get  the  above  auld  woman  again  to  rub  and  senib 
your  naked  body,  frae  head  to  heel,  wi  ane  o'  the  hard  bmshes  thst 
John  polishes  the  tables  wi — say  for  half  an  hour  ;  then  a  chaags 
o'  instruments  or  weepon — ^for  hard  brush  coarse  towel — and  ten 
minutes  o'ditchen ;  then — the  receipt's  drawin'  to  a  doae — gar  thi 
gardner  flog  you  a'  ower,  and  smairtly  wi'  a  succession  o'  frask 
bunches  o'  neetles,  that'll  bum  your  skin  as  red's  red  cnrrana— and 
mak'  ye  dance,  aiblins,  up  and  doon  the  floor  without  en  miadiB' 
the  want  o'  music ; — then  cover  your  limbs  and  trank  wi*  a  pen- 
liar  pastcy  plaister  that  you  can  get  at  Duncan  and  Ogilvie's — ^ 
princes  o'  apothecaries, — ^then  on  wi'  your  leathern  and  yoor 
flannel  waistcoats,  and  your  nicht -shirt,  and  in  atween  twa 
feather  beds  in  a  room  wi'  a  roosin'  fire ;  if  the  barometer  out  o' 
doors  in  the  shade  is  at  auchty  see  mucUe  the  better  ;  and  if  your 
rheumatism  stauns  that,  there's  nae  houp  for  yon  on  ihia  side  o' 
the  grave,  and  you  man  e'en  lay  yonr  account  wi  bein'  for  lib  a 
lameter." 


THE 
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Pifferential  DiagnoM  hetween  Dilatation  of  the  Branchial 
Tubes  and  Phthisis  Pulmonalis.  An  Essay  read  before  the 
Montgomery  County y  Ohio,  Medical  Society y  Jul72dy  1857. 
By  W.  H.  LAMURf  M.  D.  of  Centrev^ille. 

The  diseases  of  the  respiratory  apparatus  are  of  great  in- 
terest to  the  practitioner  of  medicine.  The  extreme  liability 
of  the  longs  to  disease  from  their  exposed  condition,  and  the 
varied  external  influences  that  are  brought  to  bear  upon  them, 
the  fatal  character  of  some  of  them,  their  great  prevalence, 
•11  call  for  our  earnest  and  diligent  study  of  their  diagnosis, 
their  prognosis,  and  especially  their  hygienic  and  therapeutic 
management. 

English  statistics  place  the  number  of  deaths  from  lung 
disease  as  high  as  27  per  cent.  In  this  country  it  is  not 
probably  so  large  a  proportion.  In  the  city  of  New  York  it 
i§  set  down  at  26  per  cent  of  all  the  deaths — ^but  if  the  rural 
districts  were  included  it  would  doubtless  lessen  the  propor- 
tioii  very  materially,  for  the  mortality  from  lung  complaints 
is  much  greater  in  the  city  than  in  the  country.  We  have 
no  means  of  knowing  what  the  ratio  is  here,  but  presume  it 
would  fall  far  short  of  this.  Still,  deaths  from  this  cause  are 
known  to  be  sufficiently  numerous  among  us,  to  call  for  our 
aerious  consideration. 
VOL.  xvin. — 81, 
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It  would  be  well  if  each  member  of  this  society  wodi 
report  the  results  of  his  experience  and  observation  annuaDy 
or  semi-annually,  to  the  society,  so  as  thereby  to  furnish  a 
basis  for  correct  statistics  on  the  prevalence  and  mortality 
of  this  class  of  diseases,  in  this  city  and  county. 

Many  deaths  occur  from  lung  complaints  in  this  countryi 
from  bad  management,  and  chiefly  from  a  reliance  on  the 
different  patent  medicines,  and  quack  impostors.     This  state 
of  things  is  becoming  alarmingly  frequent,  and  the  physiciaa 
finds  he  is  rarely  permitted,  at  the  present  day,  to  treat  a 
chronic  lung  complaint,  for  any  considerable  length  of  t^iie, 
unmolested ;  his  best  directed  efforts  are  thrust  aside  for  some 
new  wonder.     The  patient  must  take  a  long  pilgrimage,  it 
may  be  to  New  York  to  have  ^'  inhalations'*  administered,  or 
his  throat  *'  cauterized,"  or  his  shoulders  braced  with  the 
^^  health  invigorating  stays,"  and  if  not  able  to  go  so  long  a 
journey,  he  can  have  the  medicines  and  appliances  by  ^  ex- 
press," which  he  is  persuaded  will  answer  quite  as  well.     The 
idea  seems  to  have  gained  possession  of  the  public  mind,  thai 
the  regular  physician  is  only  useful  in  acute  diseases,  distrust* 
ing  his  abilities  even  in  the  minor  forms  of  chronic  disease. 
It  is  a  fact  of  no  less  importance  also,  that  the  physiciaa, 
however  well  his  efforts  may  be  directed  towards  the  relief  <^ 
the  sick,  does  not  escape  censure,  and  in  many  instances 
downright  slander,  for  some  fancied  wrong,  that  the  patient 
supposes  he  has  sustained  from  his  treatment.     Such  indivi- 
duals  will,  of  course,  be  lavish  of  their  praises  of  the  most 
ignorant  charlatan  for  some  benefits  which  are  equally  imagi- 
nary. So  replete  with  prejudice  has  the  popular  mind  become 
upon  this  subject,  that  the  physician  feels  himself  in  jeopardy 
even  in  the  hands  of  a  jury  of  his  own  countrymen  inusivil 
guits  before  our  courts  of  justice.     The  newspapers  and  even 
the  clergy,  do  much  by  way  of  engendering  this  state  of 
things ;  and  when  it  will  cease  Heaven  only  knows.     The 
profession  itself  may  not  be  free  from  blame.     If  we  cannot 
entirely  correct  this  state  of  public  sentiment,  we  ought  to 
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see  to  it  that  our  skirts  are  clean,  and  let  no  act  of  ours  tend 
to  lessen  the  confidence  of  our  patients  in  our  abilities. 

I  have  known  physicians  to  become  wearied  in  their  attend- 
ance on  patients  with  chronic  lung  diseases,  from  their  long 
continuance  and  the  troublesome  and  peevish  nature  of  the 
patient,  and  to  affect,  and  even  practice  great  carelessness, 
and  finely  with  the  assurance  that  the j  have  done  all  that  the 
regular  profession  can  do,  send  them  away  to  some  ^^  great 
doctor,"  and  the  patient  comes  back  well.  The  ^'  lafinitise- 
mals,'*  the  "  Root  Doctors,"  the  "  Water  Cure"  and  the  whole 
host  of  '^  irregulars,"  get  patients  in  this  way  ;  the  patient 
believing  that  the  regular  profession  have  exhausted  all  their 
resources,  are  but  too  willing  to  try  some  other.  This  is 
wrong,  and  affects  seriously  our  profession.  It  would  be 
much  better  in  such  a  case  to  deliver  them  over  into  the  hands 
of  a  brother  practitioner,  one,  it  may  be,  who  is  not  encum- 
bered with  the  care  of  a  very  heavy  practice,  and  one  who  is 
not  only  ready,  but  willing,  to  bestow  the  most  scrupulous 
attention  on  the  patient*  The  remissness  and  indifference  of 
the  physician  in  his  conduct  to  his  patient,  is  more  frequent- 
ly the  cause  of  loss  of  confidence,  than  want  of  faith  in  his 
abilities. 

It  would  be  well  for  one  with  this  complaint,  to  observe  the 
oare  and  attention  that  one  neighbors  the  ^'  Eclectics"  and 
^  Infinitesimals"  bestow  on  tbeir  patients — ^gaining  thereby 
Uieir  unbounded  confidence  in  most  casas,  forever  after. 
There  are  few  of  our  profession,  perhaps,  who  can  boast  of 
tach  steadfast  confidence  as  can  these. 

I  am  well  satisfied  that  many  90  called  cases  of  consump- 
tion that  occur  in  our  midst,  have  their  origin  in  inflammatory 
attacks,  which  in  time  become  complicated  with  hepatic,  in- 
testinal, aterise)  and  spinal  complaints,  which  under  careful 
management  would  recover,  but  are  frequently  improperly 
treated  and  proeeed  to  a  fatal  termination.  Miasmatic  influ*- 
ences  are  also  bronght  to  bear  upon  this  class  of  cases-^in 
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some  Instances  causing  a  rapid  decline,  if  not  treated  iritb 
reference  to  this  fact. 

It  is  to  call  attention  to  this  subject  that  we  have  offered 
these  preliminary  observations,  for  it  cannot  but  benefit  ns  to 
review  this  matter  in  some  of  its  bearings,  and  see  if  there 
are  not  many  cases  that  are  apparently  phthisical,  that  are 
presented  to  us,  who  are  laboring  under  some  other  compli- 
cation not  necessarily  fatal.  The  alterations  of  structure  in 
the  bronchial  tubes,  and  surrounding  tissue  from  previous  in* 
flammatory  attacks,  will  in  many  cases  give  rise  to  sounds 
and  phenomena  closely  resembling  phthisis.  Such  a  case  is 
very  apt  to  mislead  a  careless  observer,  and  an  unfavorable 
prognosis  is  given,  and  the  patient  falls  into  error  as  before 
mentioned.  Another  source  of  error  is  found  in  the  fact, 
that  we  are  too  hasty  in  giving  our  diagnosis.  It  was  the 
remark  of  an  eminent  auscultator  that  a  correct  diagnosis 
could  not  be  had  under  a  week  or  two  in  ordinary  oases  ;  and 
here  we  will  be  found  giving  our  opinion  at  a  single  examine 
tion. 

I  attended  a  lady  somewhat  advanced  in  years,  about  a 
year  ago,  who  was  taken  with  a  chill,  febrile  symptoms  follow- 
ing, and  cough,  with  tough,  glassy  mucus,  at  first,  afterwards 
rather  equivocal,  but  perhaps  never  clearly  purulent.  The 
case  was  considered  inflammation  of  the  lungs.  The  physical 
signs,  I  regret  to  say,  were  not  attended  to  at  this  stage  of 
the  disease.  The  patient  became  greatly  emaciated,  hectie 
fever  and  night  sweats  supervened,  with  occasional  diarrhflM* 
The  sputa  assumed  the  character  before  stated,  and  death 
seemed  inevitable.  The  respiration  was  hurried,  with  a  sense 
of  suffocation  at  times.  Percussion  now  yielded  a  doll  sound 
over  the  right  lung  at  its  upper  part. 

Auscultation  revealed  gurgling  rfiles,  and  we  had  distinct 
pectoriloquy.  These  physical  signs  were  constantly  present, 
contrary  to  what  is  observed  in  phthisis,  yet  presuming  my- 
self mistaken  in  the  former  diagnosis,  I  informed  the  firiends 
of  my  conclusions,  and  the  case  was  then  deemed  hopeless^ 
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So  emaciated  and  feeble  had  she  become,  that  it  required 
great  care  in  raising  her  up,  supported  by  pillows,  to  enable 
her  to  swallow.  Dr.  Taylor  saw  the  patient  with  me,  and 
doubtless  remembers  it  well.  After  lingering  several  months, 
the  patient  gradually  recovered,  and  is  now  well.  The  phy- 
sical signs  were  the  same  during  her  convalescence,  save  that 
there  was  not  the  same  loud  gurgling  rfiles  heard  in  the  right 
lung. 

This  case,  undoubtedly,  was  one  of  change  of  structure  in 
the  bronchial  tubes  from  previous  inflammatory  attacks.  A 
careful  attention  to  the  physical  signs  in  the  onset  of  the 
disease,  with  a^.  correct  history  of  the  patient,  would  have 
furnished  evidence  sufficient  to  have  arrived  at  a  more  correct 
diagnosis. 

Important  and  interesting  as  these  diseases  are  to  the 
physician,  their  diagnosis  is  not  always  easy,  even  by  the 
taperior  aid  of  the  audible  evidences  furnished  by  physical 
examination.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  much  difficulty  to  ascer- 
tain that  there  are  lesions  of  the  pulmonary  tissue  by  these 
evidences,  but  to  arrive  at  a  correct  diagnosis  between  the 
different  forms  of  disease,  is  not  so  readily  accomplished.  It 
can  scarcely  be  said  of  any  of  these  diseases  that  they  have  a 
pathognomonic  symptom.  The  rational  signs,  never  to  be 
lost  sight  of  in  these  cases,  are  nearly  the  same  in  several 
forms  of  disease.  One  source  of  difficulty  in  the  study  of 
this  subject  is,  that  rules  of  diagnosis  are  founded  in  the  pre- 
■umption  of  the  isolation  of  disease ;  when  this  is  found 
rarely  to  be  the  case,  for  every  physician  knows  that  the 
eases  where  there  are  not  complications  are  not  numerous*; 
thus  it  is  that  our  clinical  observations  so  seldom  correspond 
with  the  description  in  the  books. 

We  will  be  able  frequently  to  recogniie  a  particular  disease, 
but  are  unable  to  say  whether  some  other,  and  may  be,  more 
important  affection  does  not  exist. 

We  should  by  no  means  underrate  the  importance  of  diffe- 
rential diagnosis  in  chronic  diseases  of  the  lungs ;  but  the 
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number  of  cases  in  which  it  is  desirable  to  determine  the  exact 
seat  and  nature  of  these  affections  is  comparati^elj  smaD 
when  viewed  in  reference  to  the  treatment  alone ;  nndonbtad- 
ly  the  great  end  of  medicine  is  the  proper  treatment  of  tke 
patient^  rather  than  the  exhibition  of  nnneccessary  refinemeal 
of  diagnosis.  But  after  all^  the  great  yalae  attached  to  thii 
question  is,  when  considered  in  relation  to  the  prognoaia ;  fir 
rules  of  treatment  are  easily  deducible  from  symptoms,  what* 
ever  may  be  the  seat  and  cause.  Here  our  aueoeaa  in  the 
management  often  depends.  It  will  be  valuable  to  the  patiot 
by  gaining  his  confidence  ;  and  being  permitted  to  apply  aD 
our  resources  if  the  case  presents  the  least  hope  of  core,  wiB 
animate  the  physician  in  his  endeavors  to  effect  it. 

Time  and  space  will  not  allow  of  a  full  comparison  of  tilt 
various  affections  of  the  lungs,  even  if  we  had  the  ability ; 
we  will  therefore  occupy  your  attention  for  a  short  tiae 
longer,  with  a  few  observations  on  the  differential  diagmmk 
between  structural  change  produced  in  the  bronekiai  tube$  iy 
inflammatory  aciiony  and  that  of  phthins  putmanaKM. 
'  The  lesion  to  which  we  shall  speak  consists  in  dilatation  (d 
one  or  more  of  the  bronchial  tubes. 

There  seem  to  be  two  forms,  the  saccular  when  the  tube  ii 
changed  into  a  complete  sac  ;  and  the  general  dilatation,  or 
when  the  whole  tube  is  enlarged.  Dr.  Green  exhibited  to  die 
Pathological  Society  of  Dublin,  a  specimen  of  this  disetse 
under  the  name  of  Cirrhosie,  a  description  of  which  I  wiD  gire 
in  an  extract  from  Dunglison's  work  on  Practice.  ^  It  con- 
sisted in  consolidation  of  pulmonary  tissue  around  the  tubes 
which  were  dilated,  closely  resembling  phthisical  cavitiei, 
taken  from  a  woman  who  had  suffered  for  a  long  time  froB 
intractable  cough,  and  a  train  of  phenomena  strongly  re- 
sembling phthisis.  The  physical  signs  were  cavernous  respir* 
ation  and  distinct  pectoriloquy  in  the  right  infim-clavicular 
space.  The  latter  sign  was  also  found  at  the  inferior  an^ 
»f  the  scapula,  and  in  the  right  axillary  region.  GurgUng, 
with  bronchial  respiration  could  be  heard  in  variona  parts  of 
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the  chest.  The  left  lung  presented  the  signs  of  bronchitis. 
On  examination  after  death  the  lung  was  found  diminished  in 
size  and  indurated.  The  cavities  formed  by  the  dilatation  of 
the  tubes  were  of  considerable  size,  and  did  not  contain  puru- 
lent matter;  they  were  largest  near  the  surface  of  the  lung 
and  towards  its  upper  part  their  cartilaginous  structure  could 
be  distinctly  traced.  There  were  no  signs  of  tuberculosis  in 
either  lung."  This  case  presents  some  interesting  features, 
and  would  be  well  calculated  to  mislead  the  most  experienced 
aoBCultator,  without  careful  attention  to  all  the  morbid  phe- 
nomena. 

The  most  prominent  symptoms  of  dilatation  of  the  bronchial 
tubes  may  then  be  summed  up  in  the  following  order :  The 
patient  will  be  somewhat  emaciated,  with  cough,  persistent 
and  troublesome  expectoration,  copious  and  apparently  of  a 
more  purulent  character,  heavy  aching  pain  behind  the  ster- 
num, with  some  humid  respiration  on  exertion.  To  these  are 
superadded,  on  the  occasion  of  catarrhal  irritation,  to  which 
such  patients  are  at  all  times  very  liable,  febrile  exacerbations 
in  the  afternoon,  resembling  hectic  flush,  followed  by  night 
sweats,  and  an  increase  of  all  the  above  symptoms. 

On  the  subsidence  of  these  symptoms,  which  will  be  in  most 
oases  in  a  week  or  two,  the  patient  regains  his  accustomed 
health,  to  be  again  similarly  interrupted  on  taking  fresh  cold. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  a  patient  laboring  under  this  con- 
dition of  the  lungs  may  have  complications,  which  tend  still 
farther  to  increase  the  difficulty  of  arriving  at  a  correct  diag- 
nosis. Sometimes  we  have  disease  of  the  heart,  in  others  of 
the  liver,  and  we  may  say  frequently,  of  the  uterus,  all  of 
which  require  our  special  attention. 

The  physical  signs  are  well  marked,  and  from  this  cause  we 
liaye  presented  a  fruitful  source  of  error. 

We  may  have  cavernous  respiration,  with  distinct  pectori- 
loquy, gurgling  rales,  with  dullness  on  percussion,  from  the 
condensed  pulmonary  tissue  surrounding  the  bronchii ;  and 
we  may  even  have  the  cracked  pot  Boundj  but  this  is  more 
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rare.  The  physical  signs  here  enmnerated  are  eonstaatyiritk 
some  slight  and  unimportant  exceptions,  and  will  be  found  to 
exist  when  the  patient  enjoyed  his  highest  degree  of  healA. 
Indeed,  they  may  exist  in  a  case  when  the  patient  has  nol 
any  of  the  rational  signs  sufficiently  obyions  to  mrresi  Ui 
attention ;  usually,  however,  patients  with  this  state  of  ike 
lungs  will  be  found  Tery  susceptible  to  colds  on  the  least  ezpo> 
sure,  hardly  indeed  recovering  from  one  attack  before  another 
sets  in.  A  case  illustrative  of  this  occurs  to  my  mind :  A 
gentleman  who  several  years  since  suffered  from  a  long  attadk 
of  lung  disease,  which  was  supposed  to  be  phthisis,  bat  frat 
which  he  finally  recovered  sufficiently  to  enjoy  tolerable  health 
and  attend  to  his  usual  business — since  which  time  he  kii 
suffered  repeated  attacks  of  cold,  which  would  be  very  perm* 
tent,  producing  unusual  constitutional  irritation,  violent  ooii|^ 
with  copious  expectoration,  with  rigors  and  febrile  symptoos 
following.  The  respiration  at  such  times  was  rather  humid. 
The  frequency  of  these  attacks,  and  their  violence,  caused 
alarm  lest  the  former  condition  should  again  become  estab> 
lished,  and  the  patient  came  under  my  care  immediately  after 
the  subsidence  of  one  of  these  '^  spells  of  cold."  On  exami- 
nation, the  physical  signs  before  mentioned  as  the  result  of 
dilatation  were  present.  Besides  dullness  on  percussion  to 
some  extent  over  the  apex  of  the  right  lung,  there  was  marie- 
ed  pectoriloquy  and  cavernous  respiration,  and  when  laboring 
under  a  catarrh,  there  would  be  gurgling  and  crackling  rfiles. 
I  have  subsequently  had  many  opportunities  of  examining  this 
subject,  both  during  his  attacks  of  cold  and  when  free  froa 
them,  and  these  physical  signs  remain  the  same,  yet  the  gene- 
ral health  has  improved  to  such  an  extent  that  he  may  be 
said  to  enjoy  tolerable  good  health  at  the  present  time. 

The  physical  signs  are  less  to  be  relied  on  in  this  conditioB 
than  the  rational,  yet  it  is  only  by  a  careful  comparison  of 
both  that  we  will  be  enabled  to  come  to  a  correct  diagnosis 
and  prognosis.  The  importance  of  a  former  assertion  can 
not  be  too  strongly  urged  in  such  cases — that  is,  not  to  bo 
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hasty  in  giving  oar  opinion  as  to  the  nature  and  probable  ter- 
mination ;  for  in  the  one  case  we  have  everything  to  hope  in 
the  recovery  of  the  patient,  even  in  the  worst  cases,  whereas 
the  same  apparent  conditions,  if  the  case  be  one  of  phthisis, 
would  be  sufScient  grounds  to  predicate  an  unfavorable  prog- 
nosis.   The  history  of  the  patient  will  furnish  valuable  infor- 
mation in  establishing  a  differential  diagnosis  in  such  cases — 
the  mode  of  its  accession,  the  intensity  of  the  symptoms,  the 
state  of  the  general  health  after  the  first  attack,  the  amount 
of  emaciation,  the  effect  of  exercise  on  the  respiration,  and  by 
carefully,  from  day  to  day,  watching  their  physical  signs.   In 
dilatation,  they  will  always  be  found  the  same,  liable  only  to 
•ome  slight  change  on  the  occasion  of  cold ;  the  constitutional 
symptoms  will  not  correspond  with  the  physical  signs,  for  a 
patient  with  phthisis,  with  gurgling  r&les,  pectoriloquy  or 
bronchophony,  dullness  on  percussion,  etc.,  will  have  more 
emaciation  and  more  general  debility,  and  will  be  found  in  a 
gradual  decline;  while  the  former  state  may  exist  without 
Tiriation  for  years,  and  the  patient  be  able  to  endure  conside- 
rable cxercbe. 

The  physical  signs  in  phthisis  are  not  always  well  marked 
as  stated,  but  subject  to  change  from  day  to  day.  We  will 
find  in  such  cases,  on  one  examination,  the  most  distinct  and 
imequivocal  evidences  of  a  cavity,  which,  on  a  subsequent 
examination,  will  be  entirely  absent,  again  to  reappear  in  a 
ftw  days.  There  is  certainly  less  variation  in  the  rational 
mgns  of  phthisis  than  there  is  in  the  physical,  which  is  iust 
the  reverse  in  dilatation,  yet  it  is  only  by  their  combined  evi- 
dence that  we  are  led  to  a  correct  conclusion. 


far  OcUaraetj  Bt  0.  W.  Kraube,  M.  D.,  Cincinnati: 

A  number  of  months  ago,  I  extracted  a  hard  cataract  from 
the  eye  of  a  Jew,  61  years  old.  The  operation  itself  as  well 
as  its  result  presented  some  uncommon  features,  for  which  I 
may  be  allowed  to  briefly  sketch  the  case.    I  must,  however 
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in  justification  of  the  method  chosen  hy  me,  in  spite  of  Urn 
patient's  advanced  age,  premise  the  remark,  that  I  follow  Dr.Y. 
Graefe,  in  regarding  extraction  as  the  rule,  laceration  of  Ihi 
capsule  and  depression  as  exceptional  methods.  I  reaolfel 
upon  extracting  the  cataract  in  my  casei  becanae  the  palicil 
possessed  sufficient  self-control  to  steady  his  eye  according  to 
direction,  and  secondly,  because  his  trophical  conditi<»iia 
general,  appeared  satisfactory,  as  far,  at  least,  as  it  could  be 
ascertained  from  the  skin  on  the  back  of  his  hands,  wUdi 
did  not  present  that  atrophical,  parchment-like  appemacs^ 
so  often  found  in  aged  persons.  With  such,  if  eztractioB  ii 
performed,  the  flap  of  the  cornea,  as  soon  as  formed,  bgri 
itself  into  vertical  folds,  because  the  elasticity  of  the  aOMf 
ginea  is  not  sufficient  to  keep  it  tight  and  smooth,  coni^ 
quently,  the  two  edges  of  the  wound  do  not  exactly  coaptoto 
themselves,  the  iris  prolapses  to  a  greater  or  less  exfcat 
through  the  wound,  the  nutrition  of  the  flap  by  the  anterior 
ciliary- vessels  is  rendered  impossible;  it  mortifies,  therefon^ 
partially  or  totally,  and  complete  loss  of  vision  may  be  tki 
inevitable  result. 

There  being  in  my  case  no  centra-indication  presented  to 
extraction,  I  performed  it  by  the  superior  incision,  with  tbe 
kind  assistance  of  my  skillful  and  experienced  firiend  Dr. 
Williams.  The  patient's  eye  was  so  deep  seated,  as  to  res* 
der  the  separation  of  the  upper  lid  from  the  f  uperior  margia 
of  the  cornea  extremely  difficult.  I  succeeded,  however, 
without  particular  difficulty,  in  finishing  the  flap,  when  the 
lid  could  be  lifted  over  it,  without  turning  it  down  and  thai 
delivering  it  to  certain  destruction,  simply  by  raising  the  lid 
with  the  fingers  by  its  lashes.  The  second  act  of  the  opera- 
tion, then,  was  attended  by  no  uncommon  accident.  Whei, 
however,  the  lens  passed  the  wound  of  the  cornea,  it  was  ftt 
lowed  immediately  by  about  the  sixth  part  of  the  vitreoas 
humor,  liquified  to  the  consistence  of  common  albumen.  The 
latter  had  escaped  from  the  lower  and  external  portion  of  tin 
eye,  and  at  that  place  a  depression  in  the  sclerotic  coat  could  be 
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seen,  as  if  made  by  the  point  of  the  finger,  though  it  is,  of 
ooorse,  unnecessary  to  mention,  that  no  undue  pressure  had 
been  exercised  by  me  on  the  eye.  This  depression  did  not 
fill  up  during  several  minutes,  while  the  eye  was  kept  under 
observation,  the  whole  globe  looked  flabby,  partly  evacuated 
without  any  tendency  to  fill  up ;  the  cornea  appeared  flat, 
and  a  prolapsus  of  the  iris,  of  moderate  dimensions,  had 
formed  above,  directly  opposite  to  the  depression  in  the 
sclerotic  coat  below. 

Before  commencing  the  operation,  it  had  been  my  plan  to 
remove  the  opaque  capsule  after  the  lens,  by  means  of  Des- 
marre's  HrreteU.  Under  the  present  unfavorable  aspect  of 
things,  however,  I  thought  discretion  to  be  the  wiser  part, 
and  deferred  the  extraction  of  the  capsule  to  some  future 
time,  if  the  result  of  the  first  operation  should  render  another 
operative  interference  desirable.  So,  after  resorting  to  the 
usual  means  of  replacing  a  recently  prolapsed  iris  without 
deriving  any  benefit  from  them,  both  eyes  were  closed  and 
the  diseased  one  covered  with  a  compress,  saturated  with 
ioe  water  and  a  solution  of  Atropia.  Already  on  the  same 
evening,  I  found  the  eye  filled  up,  as  the  natural  rounding  of 
the  lid  covering  the  eye  indicated.  No  unfavorable  symp- 
toms set  in,  except  those  indicative  of  the  presence  of  a  pro- 
lapsus iridis.  On  the  fourth  day  after  the  operation,  I  opened 
the  eye  for  the  first  time,  and,  to  my  surprise,  found  it  almost 
in  as  good  a  condition  as  is  seen  only  in  the  happiest  cases  after 
extraction.  I  felt,  however,  not  justified  in  dispensing  with 
the  occlusion  of  the  eye  before  the  14th  day,  the  vitreous 
humor  continuing  all  that  time  to  escape,  though  in  progres- 
ftvely  diminishing  quantities,  firom  the  operated  eye.  The 
whole  quantity  lost,  and  repeatedly  ascertained  to  be  vitreous 
liomor,  both  by  Dr.  Williams  and  myself,  may  approxi- 
mately be  estimated  one  ounce  and  a  half.  Nevertheless,  the 
flap  in  its  whole  extent  united  by  first  intention,  the  perpet- 
ual drun  of  vitreous  humor,  so  far  from  exercising  any  notice- 
able unfavorable  influence  upon  the  course  of  the  case,  seemed 
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to  have  lessened  the  tendency  to  inflammation,  by  keeping  Ik 
eye  in  a  relaxed  condition,  and  thus  seeiiring  a  free  circab» 
tion  in  its  vascular  tissues. 

Four  weeks  after  the  operation,  when  the  bulb  had  regamed 
its  normal  degree  of  tension,  the  tumor  of  the  iria,  which  here> 
tofore  had  been  s^  small  as  to  admit  the  hope  of  a  apontaae- 
ours  cure,  began  gradually  to  enlarge.  As  repeated  caalcri> 
zation  with  a  stick  of  nitrate  of  silver  seemed  to  remore  it  too 
slowly,  as  it  reformed  again  and  again,  even  after  exeisioB» 
and  as  the  opaque  capsule,  left  in  the  middle  of  the  p^d, 
interfered  very  materially  with  vision,  which  had  ben  mod»* 
rately  good  only,  as  long  as  the  pupil  had  been  kept  dilated, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  formation  of  firm  adheaionay  in  east 
some  iritis  should  set  in,  between  the  iris  and  the  capnde  of 
the  lens,  which,  in  all  probability,  was  to  be  removed  at  iomo 
subsequent  time ;  in  view  of  these  circumstancee,  I  oondiidod 
to  incise  the  prolapsed  iris,  and  extract  the  eapeale  at  tho 
same  time.  I  passed,  accordingly,  a  cataract  knife  througk 
the  tumor,  about  two  lines  in  lengtL  Immediately  afier, 
some  vitreous  humor  oozed  from  the  wound,  and  continued  to 
do  so  during  the  operation,  while  the  globe  somewhat  col- 
lapsed. I  introduced,  then,  Desmarre's  serretde  in  the  usoil 
manner  into  the  posterior  chamber.  But  it  was  not,  until 
after  several  unsuccessful  attempts  at  extraction,  as  somefila* 
mentous  adhesions  fastened  the  capsule  to  the  iris,  as  the  cap> 
Bule  itself  was  very  brittle  and  would  not  fall  between  the 
branches  of  the  instrument  (for  the  eyeball  was  too  flaccid 
to  force  by  its  muscular  pressure  its  contents,  and  conse- 
quently  also  the  capsule  of  the  lens  forward)  that  I  sue- 
ceeded  in  accomplishing  the  desired  object.  Nor  could  I 
avoid  lacerating  to  some  extent  the  vitreous  humor  by  tho 
pince  capsulaire,  as,  from  a  reason  designated  above,  it  had 
to  be  opened  in  the  antero-posterior  axis  of  the  globe,  in  order 
to  get  a  bold  on  the  diseased  capsule. 
This  operation  was  attended  by  no  pain  nor  inflammatory  irri- 
tation ;  the  adhesive  plaster  was  removed  the  next  day  firoa 
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the  patient's  eye,  the  aqudbns  humor  did  not  bulk  forward 
again  the  iris,  as  the  whole  of  it  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
original  prolapsus  had  been  by  degrees  removed,  partly  by 
eauterization,  partly  by  excision. 

The  pupil  of  the  patient's  eye  looks  at  present  perfectly 
elear — ^it  extends  upwards  and  outwards,  as  if  an  artificial 
pupil  had  been  formed  in  that  direotion,  lege  artis^  though  this 
disfiguration  can  be  noticed  only  on  lifting  the  upper  lid,  the 
iris  adheres  aboTO  and  inwards  by  one  filament  to  the  vitre- 
ous humor,  in  which  the  ophthalmoscope  reveals  as  usually, 
where  the  corpus  vitreum  is  found  in  a  state  of  dissolution,  an 
immense  number  of  oscillating  points,  shreds  and  filaments ; 
the  patient  reads  with  cataract  glasses  (No.  S|,)  newspaper 
print  without  difficulty,  though  he  feels  himself  temporarily 
annoyed  by  some  musctg  vditanies  rising  into  his  field  of 
vision  whenever  he  moves  his  eye.  Such  is  the  present  state 
of  the  patient,  nine  months  after  the  operation. 


Aphorisms  an  IHarrJiceaj  and it9  Treatment.  {Translated  from 
BoucJitU's  ^^Maladies  des  NouveaiLX-NesJ*  By  J.  C. 
Re£VB,  M.  D.,  Dayton,  Ohio.) 

Diarrhoea,  so  frequent  in  infants  at  the  breast,  is  often 
independent  of  inflammation  and  other  organic  lesions  of  the 
intestine. 

Diarrhoea  is  a  flux  which  results  often  from  cold,  mental 
impressions  upon  the  infant,  bad  hygiene,  and  over-feeding; 
from  uncleanliness,  and  the  emotions  of  the  nurse,  etc. 

Diarrhoea  is  often  sympathetic  of  buccal  irritation  caused  by 
dentition. 

A  milk,  abundant  or  scanty,  if  it  is  concentrated^  [contain- 
ing too  great  a  proportion  of  solids,]  always  produces  diar- 

A  diarrhosa  with  yellowish  homogeneous  stools,  is  generally 
of  little  importance^ 
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Such  discharges  becoming  grein  after  ezporare  to  thii  aiTy 
from  the  reaction  of  the  urine,  indicates  nothing  gnre. 

A  diarrhoea  with  greenish-yellow  discharges,  or  Tariegaftei 
with  lumps  of  curd,  indicates  a  considerable  inritation  of  Ik 
intestine. 

A  diarrhoea,  serous  and  abundant,  is  always  a  grare  pht- 
nomenon. 

Sanguineous  diarrhoea  and  intestinal  hemorrhages  are  Toy 
grave. 

A  diarrhoea  slow,  progressiye,  inconsiderable  and  apyretic^ 
is  not  dangerous. 

A  prolonged  febrile  diarrhoea  announces  entero-colitis. 

Choleri-form  diarrhoea  announces  acute  entero-oolitis  ex- 
cessively grave; 

Catarrhal  and  spasmodic  diarrhoea  generally  subsides  vary 
speedily. 

Diarrhoea  causes  enlarged  abdomen  in  children* 

Catarrhal  diarrhoea  sometimes  engenders  inflammation  rf 
the  intestines. 

It  is  an  error,  the  result  of  prejudice,  to  maintain  a  diar^ 
rhoea  of  dentition. 

Every  considerable  diarrhoea  should  be  soon  combatted  by 
remedies  capable  of  curing  it. 

A  change  of  nurses,  or  the  regulation  of  its  periods  of 
sucking  by  lengthening  the  time  between  them,  frequently 
suffices  for  the  cure  of  a  diarrhoea. 

The  nurse  may  be  changed  as  often  as  necessary  until  one 
is  found  whose  milk  agrees  with  the  child. 

Children  to  whom  solid  food  is  prematurely  given  often  re- 
cover of  a  diarrhoea  as  soon  as  they  are  fed  with  milk  alooe. 

Catarrhal  diarrhoea  is  caused  by  baths  and  the  internal 
administration  of  astringents  and  opiates. 

Treatment. — ^The  physician  cannot  bring  too  much  ssga- 
city  and  prudence  to  the  treatment  of  catarrhal  and  spasmo* 
die  diarrhoea  of  infants— -those  varieties  of  the  disease  which 
do  not  depend  upon    inflammation  of  Ibe  latostiBe.     Be 
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Bbould  keep  in  view  the  priHary  nature  of  the  disease,  in 
order  not  to  employ  against  it  active  remedies  which  could 
only  be  prejudicial  to  the  patient,  and  which  would  perhaps 
be  the  cause  of  a  gastro-intestinal  phlegmasia. 

He  should  inquire  in  regard  to  the  mode  of  feeding  the 
infant — ^whether  it  suckles  a  nurse,  or  is  brought  up  by  the 
nursing-bottle  or  cup.  In  the  first  case  the  nurse  should  be 
the  subject  of  an  attentive  examination,  directed  both  to  her 
moral  and  physical  constitution;  her  milk  should  be  examined 
and  analyzed.  It  is  necessary,  finally,  to  examine  carefully 
the  hygienic  circumstances  which  surround  the  child,  its  sus- 
ceptibilities to  disease,  and  determine  with  care  the  progress 
of  the  accident. 

He  who  does  this,  can,  by  modifying  at  his  will  the  hy- 
giene and  the  alimentation  of  the  patient,  triumph  over  those 
diseases  which  it  would  be  useless  to  attack  by  the  agents  of 
the  materia  medica.  He  assures  his  success  by  his  prudence. 
Plrophylaxis  is  of  all  others  the  most  important  resource  of 
our  art. 

A  simple  diarrhoea  may  be  tolerated  two  or  three  days 

without  fear,  for  it  often  disappears  and  leaves  no  traces. — 

This  result   is  familiar  to  those  who  have  studied  diseases  of 

children,  and  I  have  often  observed  it  both  in  private  practice 

and  in  the  wards  of  the  hospitals  Necker  and  St.  Eugenie. 

If  the  diarrhoea  persists  beyond  this  time,  it  is  prudent 
to  interfere,  with  moderation,  however,  with  the  double  aim 
of  modifying  the  excretion  from  the  intestine,  and  combatting 
the  nervous  irritation  of  its  muscular  coat. 

It  is  necessary,  according  to  the  circumstances  which  sur- 
round the  infant,  to  modify  its  hygiene,  regulate  its  food, 
change  its  nurse  perhaps,  place  it  in  a  mild  temperature, 
guard  it  from  cold  and  damp,  and  cause  to  be  observed  the 
most  perfect  cleanliness.  In  order  to  avoid  irritation  of  the 
diin,  after  each  evacuation  it  should  be  carefully  sponged 
with  warm  water,  its  linen  changed,  and  its  nates  and  thigh 
powdered,  (for  whidi  purpose  lyoopodium  ia  far  superior  to 
all  the  other  substances.) 
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The  infant  should  be  confinecUexdnsiTely  to  the  milk  of 
its  nurse,  and  she  should  be  enjoined  to  suckle  it  leas  fr»> 
quentlj.  The  diet  should  not  go  beyond  this;  or,  not  fiff- 
ther  than  the  use  of  a  light  decoction  of  oat-meal  or  quinee- 
seedS)  or  a  solution  of  gum  in  milk  in  addition. 

The  first  measures  to  be  employed  are  cataplasms,  aimplt 
or  sprinkled  urith  a  few  drops  of  laudanum,  kept  upon  tkt 
abdomen,  and  injections  of  three  ounces  or  more  of  decoctioa 
of  flaxHseed,  quince-seeds,  bran,  or  starcL  For  my  part,  I 
prefer  a  small  quantity  of  the  decoction,  say  about  an  ounce 
and  a  half,  with  two  drops  of  laudanum.  These  injectioni 
may  be  repeated  twice  a  day.  In  cases  which  hare  resisted 
these  first  means,  I  hare  often  given  with  success  injectioii 
composed  of  about  four  ounces  of  mucilage  of  tragacantk, 
containing  from  one  to  two  and  a  half  drama  of  borax.  I 
h^ve  seen  cases  of  several  weeks  standing,  and  which  had  re- 
sisted many  other  modes  of  treatment,  cured  in  this  way  ii 
twenty-four  hours.  These  injections  appear  to  be  infinitdy 
useful  in  the  diarrhoea  of  dentition.  I  have  often  had  re- 
course with  success  to  the  following  mixture: 
Lettuce-water,  Siiss 

Syrup  of  Poppies,  Sss 

Tris-nitrate  of  Bismuth,     3j-3iij 
Mix.    To  be  taken  in  twenty-four  hours  in  doses  of  a  tea- 
spoonful. 

The  sub-nitrate  of  bismuth  has  also  been  usedin  laremenls, 
and  MM.  Lugue  and  Trousseau  have  employed  it  inthil 
manner  with  success. 

In  some  circumstances,  and  especially  when  the  breath  k 
acid,  when  the  discharges  are  very  green  in  color,  and  whan 
the  former  measures  have  been  ine£Scacious,  it  is  necesMiy 
to  employ  a  more  active  indication.  A  tablespoonful  or  two 
of  the  syrup  of  ipecac,  should  be  given,  fasting,  or  what  ii 
better,  the  powder  of  ipecac.-*-four  to  eight  grains  in  an 
ounce  of  simple  syrup. 

It  may  be  equally  beneficial  to  administer  tke  plioqpliale 
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of  lime  in  syrup,  in  doses  of  from  fifteen  grains  to  a  dram; 
or  calcined  magnesia,  four  to  eight  grains;  or  the  following 
formula  of  Hufcland's : 

9?    Oculi  cancrorum,  grs  x 

Essence  of  Fennel, 
Syrup  of  Rhubarb,  aa         jiss 

M.    A  teaspoonful  every  hour. 

In  some  cases  where  diarrhoea  succeeds  to  constipation,  it 
may  be  necessary  to  resort  to  a  mild  purgative. 

It  will  rarely  be  necessary  to  exhaust  all  these  means,  or 
to  resort  to  the  use  of  rhatany,  tannin,  or  other  astringents. 
Simple  change  of  regimen  will  sufSce  to  cure  the  majority  of 
cases  of  spasmodic  and  catarrhal  diarrhoea;  it  is  only  obstinate 
when  a  new  channel  of  disease  is  added  to  it  and  it  has  become 
a  true  entero-colitis. 

JEnterO'Colitis, — Inflammation  of  the  digmestive  canal  )&s- 
tablishes  itself  most  frequently  in  the  large  intestines,  very 
rarely  in  the  small  intestines,  and  still  more  rarely  in  the 
stomach,  and  it  well  merits  the  name  given  it  of  entero- 
colitis. 

Entero-colitis  is  the  natural  consequence  of  bad  regimen 
of  children,  of  bad  milk  of  the  nurse,  of  artificial  nursing,  of 
the  premature  use  of  solid  food,  greasy  or  otherwise,  and  of 
an  attack  of  indigestion  multiplied  by  the  stupidity  of  certain 
mothers. 

Fever,  vomiting,  diarrhsea,  with  discharges,  green,  or  va- 
riegated in  color,  or  serous,  with  wasting  and  great  softening 
of  the  integuments,  announce  an  entero-colitis. 

Discoloration  of  the  countenance  and  change  of  the  fea- 
tures, indicate  the  development  of  an  acute  entero-colitis. 

Great  paleness  of  face,  of  waxy  hue,  with  softening  of  its 
textures  and  excavation  of  orbits,  announce  an  entero-colitis. 

An  infant  which  has  excoriation  or  ulceration  of  the  nates, 
internal  surfaces  of  the  thighs  and  malleoli,  suffers  firom  ente- 
ro-colitis, acute  or  chronic 
VOL.  iLvra, — 82. 
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An  infant  having  the  wrinkled  conntenance  of  age,  and  of 
earthy  hue,  has  chronic  entero-colitis. 

Acute  entero-colitis  passes  very  readily  into  the  chronic 
state. 

Dhronic  entero-colitis,  complicated  with  the  thmsh  [m«- 
guet],  becomes  immediately  much  more  gra?e. 

Complete  discoloration  of  the  countenance,  its  rajud  wiib* 
cring,  with  extreme  and  sudden  excavation  of  the  orUts, 
following  copious  discharges,  announce  very  great  dangeri 
and  probably  death. 

Chronic  entero-colitis  is  almost  always  fatal. 

7}reaiment, — ^Before  undertaking  the  treatment  of  entero- 
colitis,  all  those  hygienic  circumstances  should  be  examined 
and  regulated  as  directed  for  the  preceding  disease.  The 
child  should  be  nursed  less  frequently,  and  other  food  thia 
milk  entirely  denied;  it  should  be  kept  in  its  room,  cata- 
plasms, simple  or  sprinkled  with  laudanum,  applied  to  iti 
abdomen,  and  morning  and  evening  a  lavement  administered 
to  it  of  about  three  tablespoonfuls  of  some  demulcent  decoe- 
tion,  with  one  or  two  drops  of  laudanum.  The  demulcent 
drinks  may  be  allowed  which  are  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
chapter.  If  these  means  are  not  sufficient,  we  most  have 
recourse  to  more  energetic  measures. 

Antiphlogi8tic8, — Antiphlogistic  and  debilitating  measures 
have  been  recommended  by  some  physicians.  Leeches  in 
proportion  to  the  age  of  the  patient,  were  formerly  frequent- 
ly applied  to  the  hypocondrium  or  the  anus.  Their  em- 
ployment does  not  seem  to  be  indicated.  Unless  under  spe- 
cial and  unusual  circumstances,  such,  for  example,  as  high 
febrile  reaction,  with  turgescence  of  the  general  capillaiy 
system,  it  is  not  necessary  to  employ  them;  their  use  is  rar 
ther  injurious  than  beneficial.  They  succeed  but  very  rarely 
in  checking  the  diarrhoea,  while  they  enfeeble  the  little 
patient  by  the  loss  of  a  quantity  of  blood  not  easily  deter- 
mined, and  the  flow  of  which  is  sometimes  difficult  to  checL 
The  advantages  of  their  application  cannot  compensate  for 
the  inconveniences  which  may  arise  from  them. 
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Cfuianeaus  BemUion. — Dubois  has  recommended,  in  the 
treatment  of  this  disease,  the  application  of  a  vesicating  sub- 
stance to  the  epigastrium.  It  is,  however,  in  cases  which 
commence  with  violence,  t.  e.,  in  choleri-form  enteritis,  that 
this  medication  is  most  advantageous.  It  is  often  crowned 
with  success. 

Baglivi  and  Broussais  have  rejected  the  employment  of 
vesications  as  useless,  and  even  dangerous,  in  this  circum- 
stance. This  is  wrong.  Stahl  combined  vesications  with 
sinapisms,  and  derived  great  advantage  from  them.  Louyer- 
Yillamy  has  employed  them  with  success;  and  for  my  part, 
I  never  fail  to  prescribe  them  when  the  disease  takes  on  a 
certain  intensity. 

Intestinal  Mevubian, — ^I  designate  thus  the  therapeutic 
method,  which  consists  in  establishing  temporarily  a  secre- 
tory irritation  of  the  stomach,  which  shall  balance  that  of 
the  large  intestine. 

The  administration  of  ipecac,  in  the  commencement  of 
entero-colitis,  suffices  often  to  cause  the  cessation  of  the  diar- 
rhoea, and  afterwards  of  all  the  other  symptoms.  This  is  a 
result  which  I  have  many  times  verified  in  the  service  of 
Trousseau,  who  has  great  confidence  in  the  employment  of 
this  mode  of  treatment: 

Vt  Ipecacuan^  grs.  v-z 

Syrup  simplex,  5j 

M.     To  be  taken  at  two  doses,  with  ten  minutes  interval,  for 
children  from  one  to  two  years  of  age. 

Absorbents. — As  soon  as  acidity  of  the  breath  is  observed 
in  children  afflicted  with  entero-colitis,  and  from  the  well- 
nirked  green  color  of  the  discharges  considerable  addity  of 
the  gastric  fluids  may  be  supposed,  it  is  beneficial  to  employ 
nestralizing  agents  or  absorbents.  These  are  sub-nitrate  of 
bismuth  in  doses  of  from  3j  to  3v,  in  syrup  or  in  milk,  pow- 
dered crab's  eyes,  phosphate  of  lime,  calcined  magnesia,  in 
the  same  manner  and  the  same  doses.     Trousseau  employ- 
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also  the  saccborate  of  lime,  which  he  dissolyes  in  milk,  to 
prevent  this  liquid  from  curdling,  and  to  neatralise  the  addi 
which  are  developed  in  the  alimentary  canal  of  infants. 

TonicB  and  Astringents. — ^In  children  much  debilitated  it 
is  often  advantageous  and  even  necessary  to  resort  to  the 
employment  of  tonics.  The  extract  of  cinchona,  or  the 
powder  of  Colombo,  may  be  given;  the  former  seems  moit 
efficacious,  and  can  be  easily  administered  by  being  divided 
into  very  small  pills,  and  placed  in  syrup.  The  preparatioiii 
of  iron  may  also  be  given,  as  the  tincture,  or  iron  fflings. 

Astringents  constitute  the  foundation  of  the  treatment  of 
the  majority  of  physicians.  Their  employment  b  plainl| 
indicated,  and  they  may  be  administered  by  the  month  or  by 
the  rectum.  Extract  of  rhatany  in  doses  of  four  grains,  or 
two  to  three  grains  of  tannin,  may  be  given,  or  the  nitrate  rf 
silver,  in  a  dose  of  one  centigramme  to  forty  grammes  of 
liquid.  Here  is  the  formula  of  Trousseau  : 
Ijc  Argent,  nit.,  gr.  15 

Aq.  dist.,  5j 

Syrup.,  3ss 

Sulphuric  acid,  as  employed  by  Thompson,  Hunt  and  Grif- 
fith, in  England,  has  been  used  here  with  some  success  bj 
Lepetit,  at  the  same  time  that  strong  saline  baths  were  ad- 
ministered  to  the  child.  I  prefer  the  employment  of  a  mix- 
ture of  alcohol  and  sulphuric  acid,  known  under  the  name  of 
eau  de  RabeL  [Acid  Sulph.  Aramaticum?]  I  order  a  mix- 
ture of  antimony,  thirty  drops  for  a  child  of  three  months, 
and  sixty  drops  for  one  of  two  years,  in  about  five  ounces  of 
liquid,  of  which  eight  or  ten  large  teaspoonsful  may  be  given 
in  the  twenty-four  hours.  If  the  infant  vomits  the  first  dosc^ 
it  must  be  persevered  in,  as  tolerance  is  established  after  a 
few  doses.  At  the  same  time  baths  should  be  given  contain- 
ing common  salt  in  solution. 

All  these  substances  may  be  given  in  injections,  composed 
of  from  four  to  six  ounces  of  liquid  holding  the  medieine  ia 
solution;  eight  to  ten  grains  extract  of  rhatany,  or  half  that 
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quantitj  of  tannin,  may  be  thus  given.  Sixteen  to  thirty 
grains  of  alum  may  also  be  employed,  or  even  five  centi- 
grammes of  nitrate  of  silver.  These  last  injections  are  em- 
ployed daily  by  Trousseau;  if  their  employment  is  not  always 
followed  by  success,  at  least  there  is  always  a  sufficient  ame- 
lioration to  obviate  the  objections  which  have  been  raised 
against  them. 

I  have  employed  with  great  success  injections  of  borax,  3i 
to  3ij  in  from  3i  to  3iv  of  mucilage  of  tragacanth;  often  in 
diarrhoea  depending  upon  dentition,  the  flux  was  arrested  by 
the  second  application  of  the  remedy.  Lasegue  has  employ- 
ed with  advantage  injections  of  3iv  to  3vj  of  sub-nitrate  of 
bismuth. 

Opiates. — The  indication  of  this  disease  by  narcotics  en- 
joys in  Germany  unbounded  credit,  and  if  we  believe  the 
eminent  Hufeland,  ''opium  is  one  of  the  most  reliable  of  me- 
dicines/' It  should  be  administered  with  the  greatest  possi* 
ble  caution,  and  its  action  may  be  aided  by  frictions  of  the 
abdomen,  with  some  anodyne  liniment. 

Complications. — It  is  not  necessary  to  repeathere  what  has 
already  been  said  upon  thrush  and  ulcerations  of  the  mouth, 
in  the  chapters  upon  those  subjects.  I  will  only  make  some 
remarks  upon  the  treatment  of  erythema  of  the  thighs  and 
ulceration  of  the  malleoli — complications  of  this  disease 
which  sometimes  become  very  grave.  The  ulcers  which  ap- 
pear upon  these  parts  disappear,  if  cleanliness  is  rigidly 
observed,  and  they  are  frequently  bathed  with  cold  water; 
the  limbs  should  be  prevented  from  rubbing  against  each 
other  by  separating  them  with  a  pillow.  No  greasy  oint- 
ment should  be  used  about  these  sores.  Hufeland  carefully 
proscribes  repellants,  especially  the  preparations  of  lead, 
which  may  produce  fatal  convulsions.  When  numerous  and 
large  ulcerations  are  established  upon  the  skin,  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  little  patient  become  extreme,  and  its  life  is  in 
danger.  A  topical  astringent  should  then  be  used,  which  in- 
eontestibly  possesses  specific  qualities;  it  is  the  bichloride  of 
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mercury  dissolved  in  water.  Seven  grains  maj  be  disadlfid 
in  twenty  ouni^es  of  water;  a  small  portion  of  the  salt  wiD 
be  decomposed,  but  a  sufficient  quantity  will  remain  diss^Tid 
in  the  liquid;  it  should  be  applied  to  the  parts  several  toMi 
daily. 

[As  the  use  of  tris-nitrate  of  bismuth  in  this  affection  ii 
new  to  many,  and  as  the  doses  in  which  Bouchut  preacrikfli 
it  are  much  larger  than  ordinary,  we  append  the  following 
paragraphs  from  Headland's  work  ^'On  the  Action  of  Mefi- 
ocins."  He  closes  it  with  those  remedies  which  he  calk 
^'Stomach  Anaesthetics,"  which  ''act  locally  on  the  mncov 
membrane  before  absorption,  or  without  being  absorbed  si 
all;"  which  ''seem  to  act  locally  on  the  sentient  nerves  of 
tbe%£tomach  in  the  same  way  that  aconite  acts  on  the  sipcr* 
fidifl^^erves  of  the  skin." — JVans. 

"The  tris-nitrate  of  bismuth  acts  also  as  an  astringent  m 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  intestine,  and  is  probwly  ikt 
only' astringent  which  is  not  absorbed.  Being  insolubiciili 
actionals  quite  confined  to  the  mucous  surface.  It  may  be 
given  safelv  in  very  large  doses,  (as  3ss,  or  even  31,)  ara  it 
is  likely  that  its  anaesthetic  action  may  be  in  some  part  me* 
chanical  in  its  nature,  and  depend  upon  its  affording  a  me- 
chanical sheath  to  the  irritable  and  painful  surface  of  the 
stomach."— p.  95.  *  *  *  *         ♦ 

"I  have  already  alluded  to  nitrate  of  bismuth  as  seeming  to 
be  an  astringent  to  the  mucous  surface  of  the  intestine,  si- 
though  apparently  incapable  of  absorption.  It  has  been  used 
with  advantage  in  diarrhoea,  and  is  highly  recommended  by 
Dr.  Theophilus  Thompson  in  the  diarrhoea  of  phthisis."] 


Coie  of  Paralysu.    Bead  before  the  Erie  County  MedM 
Society.    By  R.  R.  McMbkns,  M.  D.,-  Sandusky,  0. 

The  long  protracted  illness  of  E.  F.  Osbom,  Esq.,  one  of 
our  most  prominent,  popular,  and  active  citisens,  enlisted  so 
much  of  public  sympathy  and  inquiry,  and  presented  so  msny 
peculiar  phases  and  novel  phenomena  during  its  progress-H)! 
interest  to  the  profession — as  to  warrant  a  full  history  of  the 
case. 
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He  possessed  a  full,  robnst,  and  somewhat  phlegmatic  habit 
of  body,  but  an  active  and  energetic  mind — remarkable  for 
tenacity  of  memory  and  mathematical  precision.  A  hetaedi 
tary  predisposition  to  paralysis  had  existed  among  his  pro- 
genitors for  a  number  of  generations.  For  the  last  ten  years 
of  his  life,  he  had  been  extensively  engaged  in  superintending 
important  railroad  operations,  requiring  great  application  and 
constant  vigilance  in  their  management.  He  was  a  man  of 
social  and  vivacious  disposition,  of  enlarged  views,  and  strong 
ikmily  and  personal  attachments,  and  had  always  enjoyed 
uiiform  good  health  up  to  the  time  of  his  first  attack  of  par- 
alysis. 

The  prodroma  of  the  case,  as  related  by  himself,  is  as  fol- 
lows :  The  first  premonitions  of  the  disease  weie  manifested 
by  a  slight  paraplegiao  sensation  in  the  fingers  of  the  right 
band,  on  the  10th  of  December,  1855,  only  perceptible  on 
attempting  to  write — by  the  loss  of  their  mobility  and  power. 
IDiis  created  no  anxiety,  and  nothing  was  done  for  it  beyond 
die  application  of  some  simple  liniment,  and  soon  disappeared. 

He  continued  to  have  his  usual  health  and  vigor  until  the 
S2d  of  February,  1856.  He  had  retired  to  bed  at  his  accus- 
tomed hour,  in  perfect  health  and  wonted  cheerfulness,  and 
had  slept  soundly  and  undisturbed.  About  4  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  he  was  aroused  by  an  alarm  of  fire,  and  upon  making 
an  effort  to  rise,  found  he  was  unable  to  do  so,  from  a  com- 
plete paralysis  of  the  left  side  of  the  body.  This  discovery, 
in  plaoe  of  alarm,  only  excited  an  immoderate  degree  of  mer- 
riment, which  he  could  scarcely  control  by  the  greatest  effort 
^will. 

The  facial  paralysis  at  this  time  was  severe,  and  more  con- 
apiououfl  than  at  any  subsequent  period,  involving  the  le^ 
tide  of  the  face,  lips  and  temple,  producing  much  distortion 
<yf  countenance  luid  difficulty  of  articulation.  The  upper  and 
lower  extremity  of  the  same  side  were  perfectly  powerless, 
tBd  almost,  but  not  entirely,  insensible.  Some  time  after 
daylight  Dr.  Lane  was  called,  and  administered  an  active  dose 
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of  calomel,  and  in  the  afternoon,  in  consoUaticm  with  Dr.  Til- 
den,  abstracted  blood  freely  by  venesection,  while  the  eztiv* 
mities  were  rubbed  with  stimulating  embrocati<m8.  In  a  fiev 
weeks  he  recovered  sufficiently  to  resume  his  business  engage- 
ments, and  traveled  to  a  eonsiderable  extent  upon  the  roed| 
without  any  marked  disability  in  locomotion  or  mental  energy, 
but  exhibited  an  unusual  pallor  and  pu£^  appearance  of 
feature. 

He  remained  in  about  the  same  state  of  health  until  the 
29th  of  September,  1856,  when  he  experienced  another  sa4* 
den  and  more  severe  stroke  than  the  former,  while  in  the  city 
of  Tiffin. 

He  had  but  stepped  to  the  counter  of  the  Seneca  County 
Bank  to  transact  some  financial  operation,  when  he  fell  iqKA 
the  floor  with  a  hemiplegia  of  the  right  side  of  the  body,  ren- 
derh[ig  him  totally  unconscious  and  insensible  for  the  tiaie. 
Dr.  Russell,  of  that  place,  fortunately  being  present,  immedi- 
ately bled  him,  which  restored  him  sufficiently  to  be  conveyed 
to  the  hotel,  when  Dr.  McFarland  was  called  in  consultatioB. 
What  further  was  done  by  them,  I  was  unable  to  learn.  Dr. 
Tilden  being  telegraphed  for,  upon  his  arrival,  administered 
pills  of  croton  oil,  to  procure  evacuation  of  the  bowels,  whidi 
with  some  difficulty  was  obtained,  and  afibrded  consideraUe 
relief.  The  next  day  he  took  the  cars  for  Sandusky,  a  dis- 
tance of  forty  miles,  and  arrived  at  home,  without  any  q>p^ 
rent  distress  or  difficulty.  He  was  subsequently  subjected  to 
no  special  medication,  other  than  some  purgative  preparatioii, 
to  secure  regular  evacuations  of  the  alimentary  canaL  He 
remained  somewhat  infirm  and  indisposed,  was  able  to  walk 
about  the  house,  but  rarely  ventured  beyond  the  door,  during 
the  whole  of  the  succeeding  fall  and  winter.  His  appetite 
was  impaired,  sense  of  taste  diminished,  and  sleep  disturbed. 
He  suffered  at  times  fi*om  pleurodynia,  which  was  relieved 
by  occasional  doses  of  morphine.  He  was  also  cupped  oter 
the  temples  for  cerebral  oppression.  He  thus  continued  alter- 
nating between  prospects  of  recovery  and  frequent  relapsei^ 
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until  the  first  daj  of  January,  1857,  when  he  again  soffered 
another  severe  and  more  general  shook  than  he  had  yet  expe- 
rienced. 

I  was  now  called  for  the  first  time  to  see  him — Dr.  Tilden 
being  absent  from  the  city — and  continned  in  attendance  from 
that  time  until  his  demise.  This  attack  occurred  about  8 
o'clock  in  the  evening.  I  found  his  wife  struggling  to  support 
him  in  his  chair.  His  whole  frame  was  extremely  relaxed 
and  resistless.  His  head  fallen  upon  the  chest,  his  mouth 
open,  and  tongue  protruding,  from  which  the  saliva  was  drib- 
bling. His  face  was  pale,  tumid,  and  fatuous  in  expression — 
respiration  irregular  and  imperfect,  complete  aphonia,  and 
constant  and  convulsive  deglutition — a  slow  and  scarcely  per- 
oeptible  pulse — partially  but  not  wholly  unconscious,  with 
perfect  paralyzation  of  both  upper  and  lower  extr^nities. 

I  at  once  abstracted  about  twelve  ounces  of  blood,  without 
any  immediate  or  obvious  impression,  with  the  exception  of  a 
■Ught  increase  in  the  volume  and  frequency  of  the  pulse,  and 
an  easier  and  freer  respiration.  He  was  then  with  much  dif- 
ficulty carried  up  stairs  and  placed  in  bed,  when  he  soon  after 
aroused,  and  apparently  recognized  those  about  him,  while  he 
made  efforts  at  articulating  in  vain ;  no  fluid  oould  be  swal- 
lowed without  producing  a  convulsive  ejection  of  the  article 
from  his  mouth.  Mustard  pediluvia  was  ordered,  and  friction 
made  to  the  whole  length  of  the  spine,  after  which  he  was 
allowed  to  sleep  for  several  hours  unmolested. 

In  the  meantime,  I  learned  that  he  had  not  felt  as  well  as. 
usual  for  the  past  week,  which  was  properly  attributed  to  his 
obstinate  constipation,  for  which  he  had  been  taking  Seidliti 
Powders  and  drinking  Congress  Wat^,  and  was  engaged,  at 
the  time  of  the  attack,  in  effecting  a  natural  dejection  in  his 
privy.  Subsequently  he  informed  me  himself,  that  he  had 
used  much  force  in  accomplishing  the  object,  and  immediately 
after  succeeding,  felt  the  sensations  of  an  approaching  stroke^ 
and  in  attempting  to  reach  his  room,  fell  prostrate  and  pow* 
srlesB  upon  die  floor. 


39i6  Mxt  moming  ke  wm  giTea  fidl  dosM  of  ol  riebii  al 
terebinihixia  in  mint  water,  whioh  was  iwaUoired  widi 
difficulty,  and  was  accordingly  aiuated  l^  the  repeated  i 
tions  of  the  game  oils  per  reetmn,  and  after  a  leng  pentie* 
xance,  evelktaally  soeoeeded  in  effeetiAg  a  free  end  fiMikit 
aiyine  diBcharge.  Daring  this  time,  he  wes  amdi  diiluiid 
by  the  distension  of  his  bowela,  whidi,  with  his  Unddert 
ed  perfectly  inaetiye  and  nnimpressible.  Th/b  bleddar 
regularly  emptied  by  means  of  the  catheter. 
'  He  was  then  allowed  some  chicken  broth,  a  emaD  poclne 
of  which  was  swallowed  after  many  fafl ves,  and  lie 
upon  the  regular  and  continued  nse  of  80  drops  ef  BUi*s 
tion  of  stry  chliia,  every  four  hours.  A  fiBcliag  of 
m  the  oocipito-frontalis  muscle,  was  proinptly  idiefed  If 
the  application  of  one  European  leedi  to  eeoh  templa  lln 
extremities  were  perfectly  poweriess,  with  the  ezeeptkm  cf  a 
slight  degree  of  motion  in  the  fingers  <Kf  die  right  hand.  Rr 
the  restoration  of  innerratiim  to  these,  reeonise  was  had  to  a 
small  gal  Yanic  battery ,  with  some  sueoess,  or  at  least  an 
able  sensation. 

On  the  sixth  day,  six  dups  were  applied  along  the 
portions  of  the  spine — ^when,  under  the  spring  of  the  laaesl^ 
the  first  motion  of  the  arms  were  involuntarily  ezeited.  A 
decoction  of  the  flowers  of  arnica,  with  water  and  synqp  rf 
ginger,  was  directed,  and  restored,  in  a  measure,  the  power 
to  deglutition  and  enunciation.  An  action  of  the  boweb  codi 
only  be  obtained  by  the  regular  use  of  terebinthinato  iigse- 
tions.  Quiet  was  strictiy  enjoined,  and  he  slowly  but  Mit 
eusly  inproved. 

At  this  time,  some  of  his  financial  and  legal  friends  deseisi 
it  important  to  consummato  some  business  arrangeneati^ 
which  could  only  be  perfected  by  his  consent  and  in  the  |ir» 
ence  of  witnesses.  While  thus  engaged,  he  became  anoh 
exmted  and  enraged,  at  not  being  aUe  to  express  hinnalf 
intelligibly.  This  brought  upon  him  a  sudden  and  ssfsn 
prostration,  amounting  almost  to  syncope,  and  he  wia  thoa^ 
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to  be  dying.  Being  absent  from  the  citj,  Dr.  A.  B.  Massey, 
visiting  at  my  house,  was  called  in,  and  administered  a  julep 
of  carbonate  of  ammoniai  which  soon  revived  him,  and  all 
company  was  thereafter  peremptorily  excluded. 

He  continued  from  this  time  to  improve  in  general  tone  of 
body,  relished  his  food,  and  enjoyed  his  sleep,  and  made  no 
complaint  of  pain  or  discomfort  whatever,  beyond  the  loss  of 
muscular  power.  This  was  totally  or  partially  gone  in  the 
whole  system  of  relation,  as  follows :  The  right  side  of  the 
face  and  the  right  side  of  the  lips  flaccid  and  pendent  The 
.tongue  loose  and  lolling — the  right  arm  and  hands  perfectly 
powerless — a  very  slight  use  of  the  left.  The  lower  extremi- 
ties entirely  useless — ^unable  to  support  the  body  in  an  erect 
posture,  and  scarcely  sensible  of  any  impression.  The  bowels 
doughy  and  distended,  and  insusceptible  of  any  internal  evacu- 
ation. His  sense  of  taste  began  to  acquire  all  the  exqui- 
iiteness  of  an  epicure,  while  the  olfactory  sense  was  entirely 
gone. 

His  intellectual  faculties  were  remarkably  clear  and  correct 
most  of  the  time.  He  could  refer  to  exact  dates  in  business 
tnmsactions,  occurrences,  or  the  taking  of  certain  medicines, 
for  months  back.  He  now  became  able  to  sit  up,  when  assisted 
and  to  be  supported  in  his  chair.  The  only  medicinal  treatment 
pursued  at  this,  and  for  some  time  previously,  was  the  solution 
4»f  strychnia  as  a  direct  agent,  and  the  water  of  iodine  pro- 
ipectively — a  tolerably  free  regimen  was  allowed,  and  spong- 
ing of  the  whole  surface  of  the  body  with  alcohol  and  water 
advised. 

.  The  poles  of  the  battery  failing  to  restore  or  recall  any 
Innervation  to  the  paralyied  parts,  we  resolved  upon  making 
a  trial  of  the  alkaloids  of  aconitina  and  delphinia.  Having 
BO  formula  for  its  proportional  or  proper  combination,  we 
wed  one  and  a  half  grs.  of  the  former  with  ten  grs.  of  the 
latter  to  siij  of  simp,  cerate. 

A  small  portion  of  this  was  first  applied  to  the  affected  side 
4d  the  face  and  lips,  by  gentie  friction  with  the  finger,  and 
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in  the  course  of  a  few  hours  it  restored  the  flat  and  flabby  fe 
tores  to  nearly  their  natural  position  and  compresrion. 

A  small  portion  was  then  experimentally  nibbed  upon 
poplitical  space  of  the  lower  extremities,  the  next  morning 
and  I  have  only  to  say,  he  walked  the  next  evening  across  the 
room,  when,  before  its  application,  he  was  unable  to  moTe  bii 
limbs  at  aU.  He  stated  that  the  application,  soon  after  its  ue^ 
produced  a  sensation  similar  to  the  influence  of  the  batteiy. 
I  can  only  explain  this  magical  transition  to  the  potency  of 
these  articles  and  the  reflex  action  of  the  ganglionic  systeoii 
as  indicated  by  the  theory  of  Marshall  Hall,  or  to  some  for- 
tuitous centrifugal  diffusion  of  innervation,  suddenly  propsg^ 
ted  by  the  nervous  centers  themselves. 

This  was  daily  continued,  and  ut  ten  days  thereafter,  wift 
the  assistance  of  his  wife  he  was  able  to  walk  down  stws,  sad 
in  four  or  five  days  more  performed  the  same  feat  nnsupportied. 
About  the  20th  day  of  February,  he  rode  in  his  bnggy  a  H^ 
tance  of  three  miles,  without  especial  fatigue,  bat  five  days 
later  was  seized  with  a  sudden  and  excessive  discharge  of 
saliva,  accompanied  with  an  aching  of  the  jaws,  loss  of  tasle 
and  appetite.  The  sight  of  food  excited  a  twitching  and  rigid 
contraction  of  the  masticatory  muscles.  His  spirits  became 
depressed,  and  the  feeling  of  constriction  across  the  forehead 
returned.  Cups  were  applied  to  the  nuchae,  and  about  iff 
of  blood  taken.  Mustard  seed  administered,  and  pyrethna 
chewed — the  iodine  and  strychnia  suspended,  and  pills  of  nix 
vomica  substituted,  but  no  apparent  improvement  succeeded. 
He  was  still  able  to  go  up  and  down  stairs—occasionally  Is 
ride  out — ^but  was  evidently  becoming  more  debilitated,  dejee- 
ted  and  foreboding,  with  an  unnatural  irrascibility  of  temper 
and  at  times  upbraiding  both  Providence  and  persons. 

I  know  not  whether  to  attribute  this  ptyalism  to  the  c(»- 
tinued  use  of  the  iodine,  or  to  the  cumulating  influences  of 
the  disease,  explosively  expressed. 

The  late  cold  and  boisterous  character  of  the  spring  induced 
him  to  visit  the  Granville  Water  Cure  for  a  change  of  climate 
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and  for  the  advantages  of  bathing ;  but  he  retnmed  in  two 
days,  decidedly  disgusted  with  both  the  institution  and  its 
attendants.  Soon  after  his  return,  he  was  still  more  debili- 
tated, by  an  excessive  secretion  and  discharge  of  urine  of  a 
limpid  and  pale  green  color.  This  was  controlled  by  tinct. 
cantharides  alone,  or  in  combination  with  other  adjuncts.  He 
now  decided  to  visit  the  Cleveland  Water  Cure,  but  remained 
only  one  day,  receiving  no  encouragement  from  the  head  of 
that  Institution.  Soon  after  returning  home,  he  complained 
of  pain  in  the  chest  and  a  want  of  respiratory  power,  and 
slowly  but  gradually  sank  into  a  state  of  stupor,  attended 
with  stertorous  breathing,  and  ultimately  into  complete  uncon- 
sciousness and  insensibility.  Considering  his  case  irremedi- 
able, counsel  was  solicited,  and  Dr.  H.  A.  Ackley,  of  Cleve- 
land, telegraphed  for,  who,  upon  arrival,  prognosticated  a 
hopeless  prospect,  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  extensive 
lamollisement  of  the  brain  already  existed,  and  that  any  resus- 
citation was  impossible.  A  blister  to  the  nape  of  the  neck  was 
suggested  and  applied,  which  produced  full  vesication,  but  made 
no  appreciable  change  of  symptoms.  He  was  then  unmoles- 
ted, only  moistening  his  lips  when  actually  demanded.  His 
wine  escaped  involuntarily  in  the  bed,  and  he  never,  unless 
assisted,  made  the  least  change  of  position.  His  face,  eyelids, 
and  extremities  became  greatly  bloated  and  hydraemical.  He 
continued  in  this  state  four  days  and  nights,  and  until  the 
departure  of  Dr.  Ackley. 

The  next  morning  he  awoke  voluntarily,  and  conversed 
rationally  and  cheerfully,  but  late  in  the  afternoon  began  to 
manifest  occasional  incoherency — was  haunted  with  pleasant 
Tisions  of  golden  fruit,  hanging  invitingly  over  his  bed,  which 
he  would  repeatedly  attempt  to  grasp.  During  the  night,  he 
became  delirious,  imagining  strange  and  improper  persons 
present.  At  length  he  clambered  out  of  bed,  and  resisted  all 
who  attempted  to  control  him,  with  supernatural  strength. 
He  fancied  himself  incarcerated,  and  made  desperate  efforts  to 
escape,  resembling  closely  in  all  his  hallucinations  and  actions, 


508  MoMiim--ani  qf  PmalftiM: 

the  peculiar  delirium  of  mania^b-potiL  This  iteta  of  ezcte- 
ment  and  delirium  lasted  almost  inoessantly  for  two  days  and 
nights,  when  he  again  slowly  subsided  into  a  quiet  and  ratioad 
state  of  mind ;  and  singular  as  it  may  seem,  remembered  mcik 
of  tiie  acts  he  had  committed  during  his  dementation,  and 
apologized  most  feelingly  for  each  oflTense  he  hmd  offered  tt 
the  friends  around  him — ^remarking  he  oould  not  resist  As 
influences  operating  upon  him.  This  condition  continued  ftr 
twenty-four  hours,  when  he  again  gradually  grew  doll,  indif- 
ferent, and  his  respiration  slow  and  sterUMrous,  and  ultimatdy 
he  sank  into  deep  and  deadly  coma,  and  so  remained  for  twe 
days  longer,  when  he  lingeringly  and  quietly  expired. 

An  autopsy  of  the  brain  was  solicited,  and  readily  secursi 
Assisted  by  Drs.  !Punahoo  and  Cochran,  the  calTarium  ww 
opened,  and  the  brain  carefully  removed,  and  sabeequently 
dissected  in  the  presence  of  the  abo^e  and  Dr.  AgardL 

The  brain  was  large,  weighing  66|  ounces ;  upon  remoYiig 
the  investing  membranes  from  the  longitudinal  lineSy  extensfa 
adhesions  were  found  to  exist,  and  vascular  congestion  aloBg 
the  whole  superfices  of  that  part  of  the  organ,  and  upon  its 
removal,  the  two  lobes  of  the  cerebrum  spontaneously  sepa- 
rated and  slipped  off  the  corpus  callosum,  from  which  a  quan- 
tity of  milky  fluid  escaped.     The  texture  of  the  cerebral  sub- 
stance was  pretematurally  pale  in  color,  and  pultaceous  in 
consistence.   The  cineritious  and  medullary  portions  were  not 
so  distinctly  defined,  as  in  their  normal  condition.  The  corpoia 
quadrigemina  were  remarkably  prominent,  and  all  the  ventri- 
cles filled  with  the  fluid  before  mentioned.     The  pons  varola 
was  less  altered  in  appearance  and  structure  than  any  other 
part  of  the  brain.     The  cerebellum  presented  about  the  saaw 
character  and  changes  as  the  cerebrum — ^its  aborescent  appear- 
ance was  very  obscure.  Any  portion  of  the  cerebrum  or  cers- 
bellum  could  almost  entirely  be  dissolved  by  friction  or  pres- 
sure between  the  fingers.    So  soft  and  fragile  was  most  all  of 
its  important  divisions  as  to  defy  any  thorough  or  mimto 
examination. 
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This  case  presents  several  interesting  as  well  as  inscrutable 
phenomena  to  me. 

First,  the  prompt  and  permanent  restitution  of  innervation 
to  the  face  and  lower  extremities,  unequivocallj  effected  bj 
the  salts  of  aconitina  and  delphinia — ^remedies  that  have  aa 
jet  received  little  or  no  recommendation,  so  far  as  I  am  inform- 
ed, in  such  cases  or  for  such  purposes — and  which  would  prove 
at  least  in  local  paralysis,  an  invaluable^and  reliable  remedia- 
ble agent. 

Secondly,  the  singular  fact,  that  the  intellectual  faculties 
should  suffer  so  little  impairment,  in  either  integrity  or  activ- 
ity, from  the  repeated  shocks  of  the  disease ;  nor  were  they 
ever  obviously  disturbed  before  the  invasion  of  coma — while 
the  autopsy  exhibited  the  most  extensive  ramoUissement  of 
the  greater  part  of  the  whole  organ,  which  could  only  have 
been  effected  by  a  long  process  of  degeneration — and  can 
only  account  for  the  problem  by  admitting  the  possibility  of 
the  ganglionic  connections  remaining  intact  and  unperverted, 
amid  the  surrounding  disorganization. 

Thirdly,  the  spontaneous  and  complete  recovery  from  the 
long  protracted  and  profound  coma,  as  detailed  above — the 
peculiar  delirium  that  succeeded,  and  its  subsequent  return 
and  finale. 

This  I  can  only  comprehend  by  the  following  inductive  con<* 
dlasions :  The  circulating  mass,  already  possessing  an  undne 
preponderance  of  tenacity,  induced  by  the  frequent  depletions 
anstained,  together  with  the  diminished  functions  of  assimila* 
tion,  as  was  prominently  depicted  in  his  hydrsemical  aspect, 
asn  effusion  into  the  ventricles  of  the  brain  was  readily  pro- 
dnoed  by  any  accidental  determination  to  that  organ,  thereby 
extinguishing,  by  the  degree  of  compression  for  the  time  being, 
Jl  its  functions  of  external  relation.  This  effusion  being  after- 
wards reabsorbed,  through  the  recuperative  energies  of  orga- 
nio  life,  relieved  and  restored  an  evanescent  return  of  reason 
aad  general  innervation,  which  soon  again  became  disordered 
by  the  rapid  extension  of  existing  vascular  irritation  or  other 
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inflammatory  action  to  the  cerebral  CQiiTolutioii8y  resulting  la 
conseqaence  of  its  low  asthenic  grade,  in  the  peculiar  derd* 
opment  of  delirium  and  hallucination,  as  displayed  in  the  cue. 
This  subsequently  terminating  in  more  extensiTe  and  copioM 
efiusion  than  before,  ultimately  inundated  and  demolished  d 
the  functions  and  vital  forces  of  the  brain,  and  thus  ended 
his  mortal  career. 


^  » *■ 
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Bectoeele  and  Cfyriocde. — ^ported  by  Willujc  Hays,  M.  D., 
Resident  Physician.)  Pbof.  Gbo.  C.  Blackman,  Attend- 
ing Surgeon. 

Rose  C ,  »t.  24,  of  sanguine  temperament,  was  admit- 
ted into  the  house  on  the  26th  of  May.  Has  been  regular 
in  her  habits,  und  has  borne  two  children,  the  youngest  of 
which  is  six  months  old. 

States,  that  she  has  always  enjoyed  excellent  health  until 
two  months  after  she  became  pregnant  with  the  last  child,  at 
which  time  she  was  kicked  in  the  side  by  a  man.     The  next 
day  after  the  injury,  she  felt  pains  in  the  back  reaching  fo^ 
wards  to  the  pubes,  immediately  following  these,  a  protraaioB 
through  the  vagina.     She  was  treated  for  this,  by  I>e88aij 
and  other  means,  for  three  months,  when  the  mass  seemed  to 
be  kept  in  position  by  natural  means.     Some  time  after  tkiii 
after  some  exertion,  these   pains  came  on  again  only  with 
greater  severity.     Following  these  was  a  discharge  from  the 
vagina,  which  shethought  was  the  liquor  Amniu     These  paim 
continued  for  some  months,  when  she  was  delivered  at  foD 
time  of  a  male  child.     One  month  after,  while  at  stool,  after 
considerable  straining,  the  mass  made  its  appearance  afsia 
through  the  vagina,  when   she   also  suffered  severely  mm 
the  pain.     It  was  returned  and  kept  in  position  by  artificial 
means,  but  the  relief  was  but  temporary. 

When  admitted  she  was  in  good  concution,  menses  r^olar, 
some  irritabiUty  of  stomach,  bowels  costive,  great  pain  whes 
she  walks. 
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Anterior  and  posterior  walls  of  the  yasina  protrude  some 
distance  beyond  the  external  margin  of  the  labia. 

On  the  30th  of  May,  Prof.  Blackman  performed  before  the 
class,  the  operation  recommended  in  cases  of  Cystocele  and 
Bectocele  by  Isaac  Baker  Brown,  in  his  work  "  On  Surgical 
Diseases  of  Women."  We  give  Mr.  Brown's  own  description 
of  the  proceeding,  which  has  proved  quite  successful  in  his 
hands. 

The  patient  is  brought  under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  and 
placed  as  in  the  position  for  lithotomy.  The  legs  are  held  apart 
and  the  bladder  is  pressed  under  the  pubes.  A  piece  of  mucous 
membrane,  about  an  inch  and  a  quarter  long  and  three  quarters  of 
an  inch  broad,  is  dissected  off  longitudinally,  just  within  the  lips 
of  the  vagina.  The  upper  edge  is  on  a  level  with  the  meatus  urin* 
arius.  The  edges  of  the  wound  are  next  brought  together  by  three 
interrupted  sutures.  This  is  of  course  practiced  on  both  sides  of 
the  vagina.  The  next  step  consists  in  dissecting  off  the  mucous 
membrane  laterally  and  posteriorly  in  the  shape  of  a  horse  shoe, 
the  upper  end  of  the  shoe  commencing  half  an  inch  below  the 
lateral  points  of  denudation,  taking  care  to  remove  all  the  mucus 
membrane  up  to  the  edge  of  the  vagina  where  the  skin  joins  it. 
Two  deep  sutures  of  twine  are  then  introduced  about  an  inch  from 
the  margin  of  the  left  side  of  the  vagina  and  brought  out  at  the 
inner  etige  of  the  pared  surface  of  the  same  side,  and  again  introdu- 
eed  at  the  inner  edge  of  the  pared  surface  of  the  right  side,  and 
brought  out  an  inch  from  its  maigin,  thus  bringing  the  two  vascular 
surfaces  together,  which  are  kept  so  by  means  of  the  quilled  suture. 
Lastly  the  edges  of  the  new  perineum  are  united  by  interrupted  su- 
tares.  In  cases  of  rectocele  alone,  the  last  operation  only  is  re- 
qiiired. 

May  31st.  Rested  poorly  last  night,  has  great  pains  down 
both  thighs,  ejects  everything  that  is  given  her.  Pulse  80. 
Passes  water  freely  through  catheter  which  la  kept  in  the 
urethra.    Skin  dry. 

V^  Pulv  Doveri  grs.  v.,  every  4  hours. 

June  2d.  Rested  well  during  the  ni^ht,  complains  of  great 
weakness.  Appetite  tolerably  good,  vomiting  ceased.  Has 
great  pain  in  back  and  hips.  Urine  about  normal.  Catheter 
atill  kept  introduced, 

June  8d.  About  the  same.  Instrument  removed.  Found  to 
be  cloeged  with  a  calcareous  deposit.  Urine  drawn  several 
times  during  the  day. 

VOL.  xvm.— 88. 
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June  SiL  Lnproving.  Stitches  and  qnilb  remored*  Won! 
healing  nicelj.  Still  £u  some  pains.  Passes  normal  aiMMl 
of  urine,    liowels  not  moTed  since  the  operation. 

9  Oleum  Ridni  S  \j« 
Jane  12th.  Rests  well  at  night,  feels  none  of  the  pam  sal 
misery  she  did  before  the  operation.    Wound  snppiiraftii^ 
tumefaction  less.    Getting  along  finely. 

Qr  PuIy.  Opii.  grs.  jss.  at  bed  time. 

June  18th.  Walked  to  water  doset,  felt  no  inoonTenisnea 

July  6th.  Has  continued  to  improTe  np  to  the  preseat 
time.  She  now  sits  up  a  greater  portion  of  the  time.  Fedb 
some  pain  after  walking  a  great  deal.  Retains  her  urine  ftr 
six  hours.  Bowels  are  kept  open,  etc.,  and  she  says  fkft 
^  she  feels  greatly  benefitted."  There  is  now  no  protrarioa 
whatoTer,  either  of  the  bladder  or  the  reetocele. 


Ca$e  of  Hmertraphy  and  Valvular  Diteoie  of  the  Hernia 
^ported  by  James  I.  Rookbr,  M.D.,  Resident  PhysidaB.) 
Prof.  L.  M.  Lawsok,  Attending  Physician. 

Frank  (Gallagher,  sst  80.    Irish  Laborer. 

Admitted  April  8d,  1857.  Has  been  sick  three  mootla 
Was  under  treatment  in  the  hospital  before.  Had  rbeiiBa- 
tism  two  years  ago. 

PreMent  CondUion.  Coughs  considerably.  Expectorate 
frothy  mucus.  Has  pain  over  the  left  breast,  which  he  kii 
had  ever  since  his  rheumatic  attack.  Tongue  natural,  boweb 
regular,  appetite  good.    Pulse  90,  sleeps  poorly. 

ft  PulV.  DoYer.  grs.  z.  at  bed  time. 

April  4th.  Heart's  action  irregular.  Bellows  murmur  it 
the  base  and  apex  of  the  heart ;  follows  the  course  of  the 
aorta.  Subcrepitant  and  mucus  rfiles  oyer  posterior  portios 
of  the  left  lung.    Sputa  streaked  with  blood.    Pulse  90. 

ft  Syrup  Ipecac  et  soill.  fi&  3  ss  eyery  three  hours, 
ft  ruly.  Dover,  grs.  x  at  bed  time. 

Continued  the  aboye  treatment  for  fiye  dajs^  withoot  anj 
improvement. 

April  9di.  Cough  worse. 


Bo9piial  Jtep&rU.  518 

Vi  Ant.  Tart. 
Sulph.  Morph.  a  a  gr.  J,  every  three  hoars. 

Discontinued  the  antimony  and  morphine  after  the  second 
day ;  took  the  former  cough  syrup  for  six  days,  without 
getting  better. 

April  15th. — Jk  lod.  Potass,  grs.  v.  ter  diem. 

General  symptoms  improved  slightly,  till  the  20th  April, 
when  he  asked  for  his  discharge. 

April  25th.  Readmitted.  Took  fresh  cold  the  day  after  he 
was  discharged,  and  has  been  getting  worse  since,  rain  over 
the  heart  of  a  burning  character.   Pulse  good.   Coughs  some. 

Vc  Syr.  Scill.  sj. 

'^    Ipecac.  3  ij  3j  ter  diem. 
Five  wet  cups  over  cardiac  region. 

Was  treated  with  opiates,  the  above  cough  syrup,  and  wet 
cups,  every  few  days.     And  fomentations  to  chest. 

May  4th.  No  improvement. 

Ve  Syr.  Seneg.  Sj 

Vin.  Colch. 

Tinct.  Hyoscyam.  aa  Sss  M.  3j-  every  three  hours. 

May  10th.  Has  been  taking  the  above  since  the  4th.  Had 
some  diarrhoea  last  night.     Cough  severe. 

Qr  Hyd.  chlor.  Mit.  grs.  v. 
Pulv  Opii.  grs.   vj.  M.  Div.  in  chart 

No.  8.     One  ter  diem. 

Continue  former  treatment. 

Hay  15th.  About  the  same. 

Jl  Sol.  Cit.  Ferri.  3jj. 

Tinct.  Aconite.  3ss. 

Aq.  Distil.  Svj.  M.  Sss.  ter  diem. 

May  17th.  Has  violent  cutting  pain  in  the  abdomen. 
Swellmg  of  the  feet.     Can  detect  no  murmur,  but  the  aortic. 

Qr  Tinct.  Opii.  gtt  xxx.    At  once. 
Qr  Extract  Aconite. 

^^         Belladon  aa  gr.  j.  M.  ter  diem. 

May  24th.  No  better.  Been  taking  the  aconite  and  bella- 
doDA  ever  sinoe  17th. 
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Vt  Hyd.  Chlor.  Mit  gn.  y. 

Pulv.  DoTer.  •*    ir.  erery  three  lumri. 

May  25tli.  Has  a  sense  of  (blhiess  orer  tbe  hewt    Feci 
very  much  swollen.    Vomits  a  great  deaL 

Hyd.  Ghlor.  Mit  grs.  iy. 
Snlph.  Morph.  gr.  |  at  night 

May  26th.  Ko  better.    Does  not  Toioit. 

Hyd.  Chlor.  Mit.  grs.  t. 

Puly.  DoTor.       gnu  v.  M.  everj  three  hoois. 

May  29th.  Feels  a  sense  of  oppreasioin  o?er  the  entin 
chest.    Vomits  some.    Appetite  gone. 

Continue  Treatment. 
Ale— ad  libitom. 

May  Sltft.   Worise.    Cent.  Treatment. 

Cerat.  Ganthar.    8—8  over  heart. 

June  2dy  P.  M.  Great  de^l  worse.  PoIselsM  at  the  wrist 
Palpitation  of  the  heart  Feet  and  legs  TerynuiGh  swolka. 
No  appetite.  Can  drink  nothing  but  ale.  Maud,  and  1^ 
cold.    Face  swollen  and  livid. 


Al< 

Hot  Landannm  over  the  chest 

Jane  3d.  Is  a  little  better  this  morning.  Has  no  appetite. 
Vomits  everything  he  swallows.  Face  still  lividL  Can  gH 
no  rest 

His  general  symptoms  remained  the  same,  bat  his  breath- 
ing became  more  difficult,  till  the  7th  of  Jane  at  11  o'elod^t 
A.  M.,  when  he  died. 

Po9t  Mortem,  18  honrs  after  death.  On  opening  the  thor- 
ax wo  found  no  effusion  into  the  pleural  sao :  bat  there  wsi 
from  half  a  pint  to  a  pint  of  serum  in  the  perioardioa.  The 
pericardium  adhered  m  several  places  to  the  heart  Some 
patches  over  pericardium,  showing  previous  inflammatioB. 
The  heart  with  some  portions  of  the  blood  vessels,  and  peri- 
cardium, weighed  30  ounces.  Prof.  Lawson  examined  the 
heart  before  uie  class,  and  after  being  divested  of  all  its  ^ 
pondages,  it  weighed  22  ounces.    There  were  some 


.  JProceedingi  qf  Societies.  515 

deposits  about  the  aortic  valves.  Although  there  was  no 
actual  disease  of  the  mitral  valves,  still  there  was  enlarge- 
ment sufficient  to  produce  a  bellows  murmur.  The  mitral 
valves  would  admit  three  fingers.  There  was  some  thicken- 
ing of  all  the  valves.  The  left  ventricle  was  enormously 
enlarged  ;  the  walls  were  not  much  thickened.  The  lungs 
crepitated  at  all  points  ;  and  were  very  much  engorged,  as 
much  as  in  actual  inflammation.  The  stomach  was  inflamed, 
and  the  mucous  membrane  softened.  The  liver  was,  wi^at 
might  be  called  a  nutmeg  liver,  showing  congestion.  From 
the  first  attack  the  patient  had  suffered  severe  pain ;  the 
whole  catalogue  of  remedies  was  gone  through  with,  but  with- 
out the  least  benefit.  The  largest  doses  of  opium,  gave  him 
no  relief. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Montgomery    County  Medical  Society, 
Ohio.    Reported  by  J.  Denise,  M.  D.,  Eec.  Sec'y. 

Dayton,  April  2d,  '57. 

The  meeting  was  organized  at  11  A.  M.,  by  the  President, 
Dr.  Taylor. 

Afler  the  reading  and  approval  of  the  minutes  of  previous 
meeting,  Dr.  J.  D.  Kemp,  of  Yandalia,  was  elected  to  mem- 
bership, and  Prof.  S.  6.  Armor  and  Dr.  J.  L.  Brenton  were 
proposed  for  membership. 

Both  the  regular  and  alternate  essayists  being  absent,  the 
Secretary  read  the  following  cases  as  reported  by  Dr.  Lamme, 
of  Centerville.  The  Dr.  stated  that  his  observations  were 
made  with  the  view  of  determining  the  power  of  Dr.  Nor- 
wood's Tine.  Yerat.  Yiride  in  reducing  the  heart'  saction. 

Case  I.  Feb.  26th.  A  child,  set.  about  5  yeurs,  has  been 
sick  two  days,  and  has  taken  cathartic  medicines,  and  nau- 
seating doses  of  Syr.  Scill*  Comp.,  with  counter-irritation  to 
chest,  without  relief.  Has  now  violent  cough,  high  fever, 
hurried  respiration,  pain  in  the  chest,  pulse  150.  Give  one 
drop  of  Tine.  Yerat.  Yiride,  increasing  the  dose  one  drop 
every  three  hours,  till  nausea  or  vomiting  ensue,  and  then 
decrease  dose: 
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27th.  Is  now  taking  six  drops;  is  nansMled;  pulse  M; 
fever  abated;  respiration  hnrriea;  thirst  intense.  ContiBM 
medicine,  and  take  mucilages  freely. 

28th.  Has  vomited  freely,  and  dose  been  redneed  to  Urns 
drops.  Pulse  60,  skin  cool  and  moist,  respiratian  lees  Inr- 
ried.    Continue  medicine  in  small  doses. 

March  2nd.  Convalescing.  Poise  60,  stdn  oooler  thai 
natural. 

The  Yeratrum  was  the  only  remedy  nven  with  the  eieep- 
tion  of  a  single  cathartic    Oounter-untation  was  kept  n. 

Case  n.  March  8d.  Mr.  B.,  set  86.  Has  high  febtile 
excitement;  pain  in  left  side;  skin  hot  and  dr^  eough  with 
expectoration  of  tough  mucous,  streaked  with  blood;  pake 
100.  He  was  treated  for  two  days  according  to  the  vssal 
method,  without  abatement  of  the  disease.  Ordered  the 
Tine.  Verat.  Yir.,  in  six  drop  doses  evory  three  hours,  ia* 
creasing  one  drop  at  each  dose. 

5th.  The  first  dose  produced  free  vomi&ig,  and  the  qsaa- 
tity  was  reduced  to  two  drops,  which  still  nauseated.  Ihs 
skin  was  cool  and  perspiring;  pulse  56;  expectoration  oopioo^ 
a  feelingof  prostration.    Omit  the Tmct. 

6th.  j^ever  increased,  face  flushed,  pulse  lOO^skin  hot  sad 
dry.    Resume  the  Tinct. 

7th.    Some  nausea,  pulse  60,  skin  cool  and  moist. 

This  patient  continued  to  take  the  Tinct.  for  several  days, 
and  recovered.    Cathartics  were  given  occasionally,  and  wf' 

Slications  to  the  chest  constantly  made.  The  thirst  was  great 
uring  the  whole  time  that  the  Tinct.  was  given. 
Case  in.  March  9th.  A  child,  s&t  2  years.  Pulse  160, 
panting  respiration;  other  symptoms  much  the  same  as  those 
of  case  II.  Give  Tine.  Yerat.  'Virid.  every  three  hours,  be- 
ginning with  one  drop,  and  increasing  one  drop  each  dose  tOI 
vomiting  ensue. 

10th.  Patient  has  vomited,  the  mother  says,  and  has  some 
nausea  now.  The  dose  has  been  diminished.  Ptdse  115, 
fever  high,  face  flushed,  cough  dry,  respiration  hurried.  Con. 
treat. 

11th.    Pulse  100;  less  fever;  and  less  cough. 
12th.    Pulse  80,  skin  cool  and  moist,  respiration  naturd. 
Becovered. 

Case  lY.  March  10.  Child,  set  4  years.  Pulse  160, 
and  other  febrile  and  chest  symptoms  mucn  the  same  as  &ose 
mentioned  in  former  cases.    Was  immediate^  pren  As 
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Tinct.,  commencing  with  two  drops,  to  be  increased  and  di- 
minished, as  in  former  directions.  Saw  patient  again  in  the 
evening.  Third  dose  had  vomited;  skin  became  cool,  perspi- 
ration broke  ont,  pulse  100.  Commence  again  with  one  drop, 
and  increase. 

11th.  Medicine  not  given  regularly.  Pulse  120,  and  all 
symptoms  aggravated. 

12th.  Medicine  given  part  of  the  time  only.  Pulse  160; 
skin  cool  and  moist. 

13th.  Pulse  80;  up  and  apparently  well.  This  child  died 
in  a  few  days,  after  taking  a  relapse  from  exposure.  The 
imnptoms  were  the  same  as  those  during  the  first  attack. 
The  Tinct.  was  orderea  as  before,  but  was  either  not  given, 
which  I  suppose  to  be  the  case,  or  failed  to  produce  any  efiect 
upon  the  pulse. 

Case  Y.  March  9th.  A  lad,  set  14,  had  high  fever,  hot 
and  dry  skin,  rapid  respiration,  pulse  155;  a  sense  of  sufibca- 
liion,  to  relieve  which  it  was  necessary  to  raise  him  up  in  bed; 
pain  in  the  right  shoulder;  no  cough;  dullness  over  the  right 
lung;  increased  vocal  fremitus;  bronchial  respiration,  &c., 
showing  marked  lesion  of  the  right  lung.  Apply  counter- 
irritation,  and  take  Tinct.  Yerat.  Yiride  every  three  hours, 
eommencin^  with  three  drops. 

10th.  The  second  dose  vomited  him;  still  nauseated  on 
small  doses.  Pulse  50,  skin  cool;  cough  now  set  in  violently, 
with  copious  expectoration.  No  abatement  of  chest  difficulty, 
«nd  seemed  in  aan^er  of  suffocation.     Continue  treatment. 

11th.  Has  not  been  nauseated;  pulse  64;  skin  cool;  re- 
spiration less  embarrassed. 

Continue  the  Tinct,  to  see  result. 

12th.  High  fever,  hot  skin,  respiration  more  hurried, 
oongh  fre(|uent  but  dry,  pulse  100;  great  restlessness.  Give 
Tinct.  again  till  nauseates. 

IStL  But  one  dose  had  been  given;  friends  thought  pa- 
tient would  die,  and  relaxed  their  attentions.  All  the  symp- 
toms aggravated.  Ordered  the  Tinct.  again,  beginning  with 
tliree  drops. 

The  medicine  had  sickened  him,  and  kept  him  so  since  my 
last  visit.  Had  vomited  several  times;  poise  85;  skin  cooler 
than  natural;  respiration  perfectly  natural:  patient  quiet  and 
comfortable.  He  was  kept  under  the  influence  of  the  Yerat- 
mm  from  this  time,  and  rapidly  recovered.  The  thirst  in 
this  case  was  great,  even  after  the  subsidence  of  the  fever. 
[Want  of  space  compels  us  to  omit  the  other  cases.    Ed.] 
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Dr.  Lmmme  remarked  that  he  might  report  mtMj  other 
eases  quite  as  striking  as  the  above.  He  beUered  the  TiMi. 
of  Dr.  Norwood  sedative,  and  not  only  from  its  nanwiatiM 
and  depressing  effeet;  for  in  some  cases  in  whioth  ha  hn 
given  it,  there  was  neither  nausea  nor  vomiting,  and  stiH  a 
reduction  of  the  pulse.  The  sedative  effeet  waa  more  eer- 
tainlv  produced  when  nausea  ensued;  this  waa  less  depress* 
ing  than  that  from  the  use  of  Antimony,  though  it  increased 
the  thirst. 

A  discussion  upon  the  value  of  the  cases,  and  the  ^era* 
pontic  power  of  the  Tinct.  Yerat.  Yiride,  was  indulged  in  bj 
several  members.  But  one  or  two  had  used  the  remedy,  aM 
not  in  a  sufficient  number  of  cases  to  justify  a  recommendap 
tion  or  disapproval  of  its  use. 

By  invitation  of  the  Chair,  Prof.  Armor  gave  hia  eif^ 
rienoe  in  the  use  of  the  medicine  at  some  length.  He  was 
induced  jbst  to  experiment  with  it  about  two  yean  a«^  in 
the  Oommerdal  Hospital,  upon  the  personal  aolieitntion  of 
Dr.  Norwood.  Was  prejumced  against  it.  Had  mneh  to 
learn  about  it  yet!  As  it  gamed  upon  his  oonfidenee,  he  hnd 
used  it  more  fifequently  during  the  last  year  than  the  e«a 
previously.  Especially  recommended  it  in  pneumonia.  In 
the  early  stage  would  give  antimonv,  but  alter  that  had 
passed  the  Tinct.  along  with  Calomel  and  Dover's  powder. 
Was  excellent  in  broncho-pneumonia  combined  with  expee* 
torants.  In  the  plegmasisd  it  was  a  powerful  sedative  in  con- 
trolling the  heart.  It  was  not  equal  to  antimony  aa  s 
contra«8timulant,  but  superior  as  a  sedative.  Was  prefer»> 
ble  to  other  nauseanst,  because  it  produced  its  effect  before 
complete  nausea  ensued.  Compared  with  digitalis,  it  waa 
less  objectionable,  because  not  dangerous  from  any  cnmulA* 
tive  effects.  Was  less  dangerous,  too,  than  hydrocyanic  add. 
Therapeutically,  he  would  oppose  its  use  in  typhoid  fever, 
though  Dr.  Norwood  had  recommended  it  highly.  Thought 
it  should  be  interdicted  in  all  asthenic  diseases,  and  wmre 
there  was  obstruction  in  the  heart  to  free  circulation.  Had 
never  seen  it  produce  any  narcotic  or  cerebro-spinai  effects. 
Believed  its  force  was  spent  on  tiie  sympathetic  system.  One 
objection  was  its  uncertainty  of  action.  Had  given  it  forty- 
eight  hours  without  any  perceptible  effects.  U  nausea  waa 
not  produced,  or  the  pulse  not  reduced  in  ten  or  twelve  hours, 
had  better  be  abandoned.  It  often  operated  as  a  purgative 
and  he  would  avoid  giving  it  in  bowel  affectioaa. 
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Dr.  Bane  then  read  a  detailed  account  of  a  very  interesting 

case  of  preternatural  labor.  He  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  E j 

who  had  just  been  delivered  of  a  living  child.  Finding  the 
aterus  still  large,  resistant,  and  the  os  tincse  dilated,  he  was 
led  at  once  to  infer  the  presence  of  another  foetus,  with  mal- 
position. A  further  examination  disclosed  the  presentation 
to  be  that  of  the  anterior  part  of  the  chest;  the  head  toward 
the  right  side,  thrown  backward,  until  the  occiput  rested  upon 
the  spinal  column;  the  lower  extrcmeties  cast  backward  and 
upward  along  the  spine,  till  one  heel  presented  over  the 
shoulder.  While  making  this  examination  the  uterus  was 
excited  to  violent  contractions,  the  waters  were  evacuated, 
and  the  hand  firmly  embraced.  Several  ineffectual  at- 
tempts to  change  the  position  were  made  by  Dr.  B.,  and 
one  afterwards  by  Dr.  McDermot,  who  was  called  in  consul- 
tation. Chloroform  was  finally  administered,  and  podalic 
Torsion  performed  with  facility.  The  child  was  still-bom. 
The  woman  ^^did  well,''  and  recovered  in  the  usual  time. 

Dr.  Reeve,  chairman  of  committee  on  '^The  Expediency 
and  Expense  of  publishing  the  Constitution  and  Bye-Laws 
of  the  Society,"  and  to  present  a  revision  of  the  Fee  Bill, 
leported  in  favor  of  publishing  in  pamphlet  form  the  Consti- 
tation,  Bye-Laws,  Roll  of  Members,  ana  Code  of  Ethics. 

On  motion  the  report  was  adopted  item  by  item,  and  a  tax 
TOted  to  carry  out  the  interest  of  the  society. 

Drs.  Reeve,  Clements,  and  Davis,  were  appointed  by  the 
Chair  to  superintend  the  publication. 

**In  revising  the  Fee  Bill,  your  committee  would  say  that 
they  are  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  our  present 
diargea  are  not  sufficiently  high.  They  do  not  equal  those  of 
other  and  smaller  towns,  where  the  cost  of  living  is  much 
leea.  Every  necessary  of  life  here  has  increased  m  cost  ve~ 
rj  mach  since  the  present  Fee  Bill  was  adopted.  But  while 
acting  under  this  impression,  any  absolute  advance  of  prices 
baa  been  carfiilly  avoided,  and  the  items  have  only  been 
dianged  bo  as  to  allow  of  higher  charges — thus  a  wider  limit 
is  given  in  the  proposed  alteration." 

The  Fee  Bill  thus  altered  by  the  committee  was  adopted. 

On  motion,  a  resolution  by  Dr.  McDermot,  and  modified 
by  Dr.  Coons,  passed,  which  instructed  the  Board  of  Censors 
to  correspond  with  those  members  who  habitually  absent 
themselves  from  the  meetings  of  the  Society — to  request 
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them  either  to  withdraw  their  membership,  or  pay  up  their 
back'duesj  and  identify  themselves  more  closely  with  its  in* 
terests.     To  report  at  the  next  regular  meeting. 

Drs.  Koehne,  Lamme  and  Denise  were  elected  delegates  to 
the  Am.  Med.  Asso.  at  Nashville. 

.  Drs.  Bane,  Breman  and  Kemp  were  elected  delegates  to 
the  State  Med.  Soo.  at  Sandusky  City. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Reeve,  the  Secretary  was  instmcted  to 
grant  certificates  of  delegation,  as  alternates,  to  any  who 
might  apply. 

Dr.  Fisher  called  attention  to  the  firequent  inertness  €S 
Tine.  Golchi.  Radicis,  and  requested  an  observanoe  of  the 
causes. 

Dayton,  May  7th,  1867. 

The  Society  met  at  the  office  of  Drs.  Clements  and  Kcehne, 
and  was  presided  over  by  the  Vice  President,  Dr.  McDer- 
mont.  ' 

On  motion,  Dr.  Reeve  was  elected  Secretary  pro  teiiL 

The  Board  of  Censors  presented  a  report  in  aeoordanoe 
with  the  duty  imposed  upon  them  at  the  last  qaarterly 
meeting.  They  recommenaed  that  the  names  of  J.  B.  Craig> 
head  of  Dayton,  C.  Oish  of  Salem,  and  D.  A.  Cox  of  Now 
Paris,  be  struck  from  the  list  of  members  of  the  Sode^,  for 
non-payment  of  dues;  and  that  the  names  of  L.  D.  SheetSi 
W.  M.  Arol,  Nathaniel  Strong,  Isaac  Kay,  J.  H.  Ealy,  D.  R 
Van  Tuvl,  H.  R.  Steele,  and  Elias  Oarst,  be  placed  in  the 
list  of  Honorary  Members,  all  but  one  having  removed  from 
the  county. 

Report  received  and  adopted. 

Dr.  McDermont  presented  a  patient  having  a  tumor  on  the 
scapula,  relating  the  historv  of  the  case,  and  believing  it  to 
be  of  a  cancerous  nature,  m  which  an  operation  did  not  pro- 
mise any  benefit.  As  far  as  opinions  were  expressed  by 
members,  they  coincided  with  Dr.  McD. 

Dr.  Carey  presented  a  beautiful  specimen  of  the  gravid 
uterus  of  a  cow,  at  three  months'  gestation,  with  an  accom- 
panying paper  on  comparative  embryology. 

Dr.  Breman  also  related  a  case  in  which  an  unsuccessful 
attempt  was  made  to  deliver  with  the  forceps,  and  craniotomy 
was  afterwards  performed.   The  woman  recovered. 
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BEVIEW8  AND  NOTICES. 


m^  Phyiidogieal  Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  Man.  By  Egbert 
Behtlt  Todd,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S.,  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians, Physician  to  King's  Hospital,  <fec.;  and  William  Bow- 
man, F.  St.  S.,  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  Snrgeon  to 
King's  College  Hospital,  <fec.  Complete  in  one  volume,  with 
298  Illustrations.  Philadelphia :  Blanchard  <k  Lea :  1857,  8 
vo.  pp.  926.    Price  •4,50.     (Rickey,  Mallory  <k  Webh.) 

Manual  of  Physiology.  By  Wiluah  Senhoube  Kirkes,  M.  D., 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  Assistant  Physician 
to,  and  Lecturer  on  Botany  and  Vegetable  Physiology  at  8t. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital.  New  and  revised  American  from  the 
last  London  edition,  with  200]Illustrations.  Philadelphia :  Blan- 
chanl  <k  Lea :  1857.  pp.  584.  Price  92,00.  (Spoiibrd  <k  TiU- 
Bton.) 

In  our  April  number  we  announced  the  completion  and  republi- 
cation of  Todd  and  Bowman's  Physiological  Anatomy  and  Physi- 
ology of  Man.  We  have  since  received  from  the  publisher  a  new 
JLmerican,  from  the  third  London  edition,  of  a  Manual  on  the  same 
sobjeety  by  Mr.  Kirkes  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital.  The  latter 
baa  been  extensively  known  in  this  country,  under  the  title  of 
Kirkes'  and  Paget's  Physiology.  Mr.  Kirkes  informs  us  in  his 
praftce,  tbat  every  portion  of  the  work  has  been  submitted  to  care- 
Inl  levision,  and  that  in  nearly  every  part,  additions  and  alterations 
bftve  been  introduced.  As  Mr.  Paget's  name  is  not  mentioned  in 
eooinection  with  the  present  edition,  we  presume  he  is  not  responsi- 
ble fin*  any  thing  it  contains.  The  present  consists  of  but  sixteen 
yi^gea  of  text,  more  than  the  Philadelphia  issue  of  1853,  while  in 
tba  illnstrations,  there  has  been  an  addition  of  thirty-five.  With- 
out making  any  pretensions  to  a  critical  examination  of  either  of 
Ac  above  named  works,  curiosity  has  led  us  to  notice  tlie  remarks 
of  our  authors  in  reference  to  one  or  two  topics,  which  of  late 
bavB  been  much  discusssd  by  physiological  writers.  We  allude  to 
Ac  functions  of  the  supra-renal  capsules,  and  the  excito -secretory 
iiyatdn  of  nerves. 

In  the  Philadelphia  edition  of  1853,  we  find   the  following  in 

Mr.  Kirkes  Manual,  p.  255. 

''The  thyroid  gland  and  renal  capsules,  also,  though  they  proba- 
Uj  never  cease  to  discharge  some  amount  of  function,  yet  are 
proportionably  much  smaller  in  chOdhood  than  in  foetal  life  and 
mfiuMsy ;  and  with    the  years  advancing  to  the  adult  period,  they 


£22  JSUvkw§  ami  JPaim. 


diminish  yet  mora  in  proportionito  als^aiid  tppAreiit  aeiiTiiy  of 
fdnction  ?  Again/p.  256,  *'  Bespecting  the  special  office  of  the 
thyroid  gland,  nothing  reasonable  can  be  sngseetad ;  nor  is  Asm 
any  evioBnce  concerning  that  of  the  renal  capsnies/' 

In  the  new  .edition,  Mr.  Eirkes  has  omitted  the  pangrapk  list 
qnoted»  while  thelast  is  permittsd  to  remab.  TEoa,  he  appeiiii  t 
note  referring  to  the  dose  rdation,  diseorered  by  Dr.  Addison  and 
Mr.  Hutchinson,  existing  between  disease  of  the  sopra-renal  esp- 
snles  and  brown  discoloration  of  the  skin ;  bat  he  adds,  **  thi 
explanation  of  this  relation  is  still  inyolved  in  obscoritj,  and  eos- 
seqnently  does  not  aid  much  in  determiniog  the  funetion  of  thi 
anpra-ienal  capsules." 

Todd  and  Bowman,  after  deroting  a  page  to  the  awstnwifil 
description,  remark,  that  "  The  function  of  the  peeolisr  bodiss  ii 
entirely  unknown."  They  allude  to  the  opinion  adyaaoed  bj  Bsq- 
man,  that  the  meduHary  of  the  supra-rensl  body,  may  bear  a  illa- 
tion to  the  sympathetic,  similar  to  that  which  the  pitnitaiy  hoif 
does  to  the  brain.  'They  also  note  the  faot  that  Brown  Be^ari, 
has  observed  congestion,  and  hypertrophy  of  the  supiapfwuj  es^ 
sules,  after  injuries  to  the  chord  in  the  dorsal  region.  Now,  if  thi 
observations  and  experiments  of  that  distingnidied  physiologist, 
Brown  Sequard  are  entitled*  to  any  weight,  the  supra-renal  capaulsi 
are  of  much  greater  importance  in  the  animal  economy  than  has 
been  supposed,  and  they  demonstrate  the  inaccuracy  of  the  opinba 
advanced  by  Mr.  Kirkes,  that  the  importance  diii^i^isl^M  with  tte 
progress  of  years.  Indeed,  his  numerous  experiments  warrant  him 
in  asserting  that  the  supra-renal  capsules  are  absolutely  essentisl 
•  to  life  ;  and  their  extirpation  destroys  life  as  rapidly  and  certain^ 
as  that  of  the  kidneys. — So  much  for  the  supra^renal  capsules. 
Let  us  turn  for  a  moment  to  the  views  of  our  authors,  upon  the 
excito-secretory  system  of  nerves,  the  idea  and  des^nation  of  whidb, 
.  are  dne  to  our  countryman.  Dr.  Henry  F.  Campbell,  Professor  of 
Anatomy  in  the  Medical  College  of  Georgia. 

The  experiments  of  M.  01.  Bernard,  have  demonstrated,  thai  if 
the  pneumogastric  nerves  be  divided  in  the  neck,  the  formation  of 
migar  in  the  liver  is  arrested.  They  have  also  established  the  hid, 
that  this  formation  is  increased  by  exciting  a  certain  point  of  tliB 
medulla  oblongata.  The  ganglionic  nerve  proceeding  from  the 
solar  plexus  to  the  liver,  completes  the  nervous  arc.    The  reflex 
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ftlationsliip  existing  between  the  ceiebro-spinal  and  ganglionic  sys- 
tem of  nerves  was  first  made  known  to  the  profession,   by  Dr. 
Hniiy  F.  Campbell.    They  were  annoonoed  by  this  gentleman  in 
9k  pi^er  on  the  influence  of  dentition  in  producing  disease,  pnb- 
lidied  in  the  Scuihem  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  June  1850 ; 
liftving  been  previously  read  before  the  Medical  Society  of  Augusta, 
Qeorgia,  in  May,  1850.     In  this  he  maintained,  that  there  existed 
between  the  cerebro-spinal  and  the  ganglionic  system  of  nerves,  a 
nifttion  similar  to.  that  between  the  sensitive  and  motor  branches 
of  the  oerebro-spinal,  and  termed  by  Marshall  Hall,  excxio-motory, 
Thaee  views  were  more  fully  elaborated  in  a  paper  by  Dr.  Camp* 
ben,  which  was  published  in  the  Transactions  of  the  American 
Medical   Association,  for  1853.    The  lectures  of  Claude  Bernard, 
en  experimental  physiology,   were  published  in  Paris  in  1855, 
ad  %  communication  from  Marshall  Hall,  dated  London,   Dec  • 
1866,  was  published  early  in  the  present  year,  in  the  London  Lan- 
eel^  in  which  he  remarks :  "  I  believe  I  may  now  announce   a 
ifltma  or  snb-system  of  ExcUo- Secretory  Nerves,**   which  he  adds, 
ifetol  less  extensive  than  the  excito-motory  system,   which  he 
iM^ght  before  the  Royal   Society  in  February,   1887.    Marshall 
Sdl^  now  yields  to  the  claims  of  Dr.  Campbell,  whose  views,  as 
Hi  have  shown,  have  been  before  the  profession  for  several  years. 
Wo  eall  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  these  dates,  as  affording 
illustration  of  the  indifference  felt  by  our  brethren  on  the 
of  the  Atlantic,  towards«the  labors  of  our  own  country- 
In  this  instance,  however,  it  is  but  just  to  them  to  state, 
they  have  been  guilty  of  no  greater  neglect  than  have  Profes- 
•on  Dunglison,   Draper,  or  the   American  editor  of  Carpenter's 
Human  Physiology.    Todd  and  Bowman,  in  alluding  to  the  three- 
fold oflSice  of  the  sympathetic,  refer    to  the  distribution    of  its 
Itenieliee  to  the  blood-vessels,   and  they  further  add,    **  Such  an 
iaftience,  it  is  evident,  would  materially  affect  the  nutrition  of 
pnti  the  blood-vessels  of  which  are  subject  to  it ;  and,  as  secretion 
ii  uainly  dependent  on  the  normal  nutrition  of  glands,  it  is  reasona- 
Ha  to  anppoee  that  that  function  likewise  would  be  to  a  certain 
Itttent  controlled  by  these  nerves."  p.  511. 

Mr.  Kirkee  furnishes  no  evidence,  as  far  as  we  can  discover,  of 
Oj  more  definite  idea  of  the  excito-secretory  system,  than  is  con- 
tained in  the  extract  just  made  from  his  neighbors  of  Kings  College 
Hoq>itaI. 
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In  oonclodiug  our  impeifect  notioe  of  the  worict  ct  tbe  hmA  of 
this  article,  we  fed  warranted  in  asAerting  that,  with  the  ezoepCien 
of  the  omiseions  to  whidi  we  have  directed  partioolar  altentioB,  dw 
Mannel  of  Mr.  Kirkee,  may  he  eaid  to  rtpteeent  In  a  coneiae  fem^ 
the  present  state  of  physiological  science,  and  is  worthy  a  plaee  k 
every  student's  or  physician's  library.  The  more  TolnminoQa  woA 
of  Todd  and  Bowman,  was  commenced  some  foniteen  yean  sge^ 
and  was  designed  as  a  text-book  for  the  leetores  on  General  Anat* 
omy  and  Physiology,  given  in  King's  Oottsge.  Few  eodd  be 
fonnd  more  competent  to  ezecnte  the  task  propoaed,  and  we  need 
not  add  that  they  have  produced  n  Tohime  worthy  of  liHir  U|^ 
reputation. 


We  are  indebted  to  Dr.  CamochaQ»  for  a  copy  of  Aa 
Annual  Beport  of  the  Commissionen  of  Emigratiim  <rf  the  Stale 
of  New  York,  for  the  year  ending  December  81, 18&6.  It  contiiM^ 
of  course,  both  the  Medical  and  Surreal  Beporta  of  the  MariM^- 
and  Ward's  Island  Hospitab.  During  the  year  18&6, 143^431 
alien  passengen  arrived  at  the  port  of  New  York,  and  of  thsai^ 
56,118,  were  from  Germany ;  44,276  from  Ireland,  and  28,787, 
from  England.  From  France,  there  were  only  2,984.  From  the 
statistics  of  Emigrant  Hospital  at  Ward's  Island,  it  appears  thit 
6,147  patients  were  treated  in  the  wards,  while  in  the  Befqgs 
Department,  5,131,  received  professional  assistance  for  diseases,  not 
requiring  r^^ar  hospital  treatment.  The  per  centage  of  mortality 
on  the  cases  treated,  was  6,81.  In  the  suigical  wards.  Dr.  Oano- 
chan  states,  that  the  mortality  was  only  8  per  cent. 


TransaeHoM  of  the  Indiana  SkUe  Medical  Sociity,  at  tit  Migkik 
Annual  Session,  held  in  Indianapolis,  May  19,  1857,  pp.  74. 

The  prompt  issue  of  the  above  Transactions,  reflects  credit  upon 
the  Committee  on  Publication,  Drs.  Kitchen,  Mears,  EUioU* 
Johnson,  and  Mauzy.  We  have  been  only  able  to  glance  at  the 
contents  of  this  neatly  executed  volume,  but  have  seen  enough  to 
satisfy  us,  that  they  deserve  a  more  extended^  notice  than  can  be 
prepared  for  our  present  number.  We  will  examine  these  Trans- 
actions more  fully  incur  next 
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We  have  reoeived  from  J.  B.  Lippincott  <k  Co.,  a  copy  of 
*'  Indigenous  Races  of  the  Earth,"  hy  Nott  <k  Gliddon.  Also, 
iiom  Messrs.  Blanchard  &  Lea,  a  new  edition  of  Williams'  "  Prin* 
oiples  of  Medicine."  A  notice  of  these  will  appear  in  our  nexi 
number. 


COBBE8FONDENCE. 

We  are  under  obligations  to  Dr.  Dodge  for  another  letter 

from  his  papil,  Dr.  Strothotte. — ^Ed. 

Vienna,  June  7, 1857. 

Mt  Dsar  Doctor  : — 1  left  the  University  of  Wurzburff 
■Ixmt  the  middle  of  March,  and  went  first  by  railroaa 
to  Munich,  in  order  to  obtain  here  the  visa  on  my  passport 
ly  the  Austrian  Ambassador.  From  Munich,  where  I  had 
BOt  felt  quite  well,  and  therefore  did  not  stay  long,  I  went 
Tia  Augsburgh  to  the  river  Danube,  and  traveled  on  steamer 
in  three  days  to  Vienna.  The  scenerv  along  the  Danube  is 
ftt  first  not  attractive,  but  beyond  Kegensburg  it  becomes 
qnite  romantic,  and  continues  so  until  we  arrive  at  Vienna. 
Vienna  is  a  large  and  beautiful  city,  containing  about  half  a 
million  inhabitants.  Her  medical  institution  stands  pre-emi- 
nent among  the  German  Universities,  all  branches  of  medical 
sdence  being  taught  here  by  men  of  the  first  class  in  Europe, 
and  with  a  material  on  hand  which  is  indeed  abundant.  There 
are  more  than  1500  students  and  physicians  here,  from  all 
qnartera.  Of  Americans,  I  know  here  gentlemen  from  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  Boston,  etc.  The  clinics  are  held  in  the 
ffeneral  hospital,  which  was  founded  by  the  Emperor  Joseph 
IIi  about  100  years  a^o,  and  who  obtained  the  funds  by  secu- 
lariiing  some  hundred  convents  of  the  Empire,  to  the  great 
disturbance  of  the  clergy.  The  hospital  grounds  embrace 
several  (7-9)  large  squares,  laid  out  in  beautiful  walks,  lined 
with  alleys  of  large  shady  trees,  under  which  the  convaks- 
oent  patients  sit  on  benches,  enjoying  the  fresh  air.  Each 
square  ground  is  surrounded  from  four  sides  by  a  continued 
line  of  buildings,  three  stories  high.  There  are  8000  beds  in 
thte  hospital,  but  only  about  2,300  patients  on  an  average. 
The  great  advantage  of  this  hospital  is  the  good  arrangement 
for  students.    They  do  not  need  to  ran  from  one  part  of  the 
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city  to  another  to  meet  their  lecturers,  or  to  find  the  special 
department  of  an  hospital,  but  they  have  here  everything 
near  by,  and  must  only  cross  a  few  square  sronnds  to  come 
to  the  respective  department,  by  which  -  much  time  is  saved. 
Besides  this,  the  professors  succeed  each  other  with  more 
regularity  than,  for  instance,  in  Paris,  where  one  branch  only 
at  a  time  can  be  conveniently  pursued. 

I  am  very  dad  that  I  have  come  here,  and  yon  will  see 
that  I  am  anxious  to  improve  the  opportunities  and  the  mo- 
ments which  are  now  at  my  disposal.  It  is,  of  course,  impos- 
sible to  turn  one's  attention  to  all  branches,  even  very  iinpor- 
tant  branches  must  be  left  alone  for  want  of  time.  Tim 
Prof.  Ludwig  eives  a  com*se  on  physiology,  with  demonstra- 
tions on  animals,  which  I  cannot  enjoy  for  want  of  time,  nor 
Arlt*s  clinic  for  diseases  of  the  eye,  where  every  day  more 
than  twenty  operations  are  performed,  nor  the  obstetrical 
clinic,  held  each  day  for  two  hours  in  the  lyins-in  department^ 
in  which  every  year  from  8,000  to  10,000  births  occur,  nor 
the  post-mortem  examinations  by  Rokitansky  every  momingp 
nor  many  other  opportunities ;  all  these  have  to  be  left  aside, 
in  order  to  follow  the  plan  which  I  have  made  out  for  me, 
and  which  I  now  will  give  you : 

JuNB  7th — 9  o'clock,  Clinick  of  Prof  Oppolzer,  medical 
ward,  male  and  female.  All  beds  occupied  by  patients 
selected  to  purpose.  About  two  cases  are  taken  &r  instruc- 
tion during  the  two  hours,  examination  made  by  Prof,  and 
students,  urine  examined  by  chemical  reagents  and  the 
microscope.  The  diagnosis  stands  written  on  the  black  board 
over  the  bed  of  each  patient;  the  prescription  is  fixed  to  the 
medicine  bottle.  The  discourse  of  Oppolzer  is  thorough,  quiet, 
interesting,  instructive,  pleasant.  The  two  hours  pass  away 
like  a  dream.  There  are  during  these  two  hours  two  other 
medical  clinics,  held  by  Prof  Skoda  and  Raimund.  Skoda 
is  very  good,  but  less  practical  than  Oppolzer. 

9-11  o'clock — Surgical  clinics  by  Prof.  Dumreicher  and 
by  Prof.  Schuh.  Prof.  Schuh  operates  about  ten  or  fifteen 
times  every  morning,  without  speaking  much  about  the  nature 
of  the  case  ;  Dumreicher  operates  not  as  much,  but  gives  ihe 
full  pathology  of  each  case  and  the  indication  for  the  opera- 
tion. I  perefer,  therefore,  his  clinic  to  that  of  Schuh, 
although  I  witness  only  four  or  five  operations. 

11-12  o'clock — Operative  course  in  obstetrics.  (Private 
course  taken  by  SO  physicians.)    Dr.  Sargent,  the  author  of 
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Sar  Minor  Sorger  j  is  in  this  course.  The  operations  (with 
rceps,  preforator,  etc.,)  are  made  by  each  member  as  the 
turn  comes.  He  who  is  going  to  operate  turns  toward  the 
wall,  while  the  decent,  who  is  the  first  assistant  of  the  lying- 
in  department,  puts  a  dead  baby  in  a  certain  presentation 
into  a  female  corpse  lying  on  the  table,  and  drawing  the 
cloth  over  it,  he  asks  the  operator  to  determine  the  presenta- 
tion, then  the  cloth  is  lifted  to  see  if  he  was  right,  then  he 
Sroceeds  to  operate,  directed  by  the  decent.  The  rest  of  the 
indents  walk  by  turns  to  a  phantom  of  leather,  into  which 
also  a  baby  is  placed,  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  the  differ- 
ent presentations  by  examination ;  when  each  one  has  made 
his  diagnosis,  he  looks  at  the  operators,  until  all  get 
through  with  making  the  diagnosis,  after  which  the  same  is 
repeated  several  times  during  the  hour.  While  the  decent 
puts  the  baby  into  the  phantom,  all  members  have  to  turn 
Stide  until  the  cloth  has  been  drawn  over. 

12 1-2  o'clock — Private  course  in  operative  surgery  giveh 
by  two  assistants  of  Prof.  Dumreicher ;  the  class  numbers 
twelve  members;  two  operate  at  the  same  time  on  the  same 
vnbject.  I  have  made  nearly  all  customary  amputations,  and 
some  exarticulations ;  the  rest  is  to  be  made  yet.  The  course 
18  very  good;  if  one  does  not  operate  at  the  time,  he  can  look 
on,  thus  seeing  the  several  operations  frequently  repeated. 

1^  to  2^,  Dmner. 

2|  to  4,  Hebra,  clinic  on  the  diseases  of  the  skin ;  the 
patients  are  placed  on  the  table  in  nature's  dress  only,  the 
Btndents  surrounding ;  plates  of  skin  disease  passed  around ; 
afterwards  discourse  on  skin  diseases.  I  think  Hebra  is  a 
laiy  fellow,  although  he  is  one  of  the  best  men  on  the  sub- 
ject of  skin  diseases. 

5  to  6 — ^Private  course  in  auscultation  and  percussion,  by 
the  assistant  of  Oppolzer.  This  course  is  very  good ;  one 
member  examines  by  percussion,  and  withthe  stethoscope,  and 

S'ves  his  diagnosis  to  the  assistant,  then  the  turn  comes  to 
le  next 

6  to  8  o'clock — ^Private  course  on  instruments  and  hand- 
ling ;  instruments  passed  around  and  the  qualities  explained; 
bandages  applied  to  a  man  of  leather.  This  is  my  every  day's 
work ;  you  will  believe  with  me  that  it  is  enough,  and  C3r- 
tainly  I  feel  unable  to  study  much  in  the  evening.  In  two 
months  more,  I  will  begin  and  continue,  for  three  months,  to 
Spend  this  long  time  to  good  purpose.    I  intend  to  go  to  Pra- 
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ga%  where  the  obstetrical  elinie  is  not  intemptad  dinii^ 
yacation,  and  where  the  arranffements  are  ezoellent  in  this 
dep^tment,  a  student  being  aUowed  a  room  in  the  obstetri- 
cal hospital  for  lodging  at  a  low  rent,  and  thus  haring  a 
chance  to  be  called  day  and  night  to  any  important  eaae  dal 
may  occur. 

The  neighborhood  of  the  citj  is  very  fine,  large  parks,  with 
beautiful  statues,  castles,  monuments,  ete.    In  one  of  the 

Earks  there  is  the  loologicalgardm,  with  all  kinds  of  aitimalSi 
ons,  tiffars,  elq)hants,  giraffes,  Ac,  open  erery  day  to  the 
public,  free  of  charge,  also  the  botanicu  garden  with  mU  kinds 
of  plants  and  flowers.  The  streets  are  rery  dean,  and  TCty 
well  paved,  as  though  made  out  of  one  stone,  the  bnsineas 
tolerably  lively,  but  not  on  so  larse  a  scale  as,  in  dties  sitn- 
ated  on  the  shore  of  the  sea,  as  New  York,  Boston,  Ham- 
burg, Ac.  Liring  is  rather  ezpenave  in  Vienna,  The  pri- 
vate courses  in  the  hospitals  also  cost  a  good  deal  of  money, 
but  they  are  worth  more. 

Toors  Truly,  

ARNOLD  STROTHOTTH. 
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Gtknastigs  for  Paralytics. — ^Li  one  of  my  former  let- 
ters I  gave  a  brief  account  of  the  success  of  Dr.  J.  P.  Bat- 
chelder,  of  this  city,  in  restoring  strength  to  the  long  enfee- 
bled limbs  of  a  paralytic  patient,  by  persevering  efforts  at 
directing  the  will  of  the  patient  to  the  muscles,  aided  by  pss- 
sive  motion  of  the  parts  by  the  hands  of  the  practitioner  him- 
self. The  case  alluded  to  was  exhibited  to  the  Academy  of 
Medicine  last  summer,  and  was  that  of  a  young  man  wnom 
Dr.  B.  had  met  accidentally  in  the  street,  drafting  his  slow 
length  along  by  the  aid  of  stick  and  crutch,  whom  he  accosted, 
and  found  to  be  a  hemiplegic  of  long  standing,  but  more 
sound  in  intellect,  and  in  otherwise  good  health.  In  about 
three  months,  by  a  system  of  muscular  training,  patiently  prac- 
ticed, the  integrity  of  his  motive  powers  (by  which  I  mean 
both  his  will  and  his  muscles)  was  so  completely  restored,  that 
he  was  enabled  to  walk  upright,  briskly  and  freely,  unaided 
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by  any  extraneoos  means,  and  was  soon  capable  of  earning 
luB  own  support. 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  being  an  eye  witness,  daring 
the  past  two  months,  of  some  most  striking  instances  of  the 
happy  results  of  Dr.  Batchelder's  system  of  Chfmna%t%c9  far 
Paralyticiy  among  the  patients  of  the  New  York  Hospital, 
some  6  or  8  of  whom  had  been  disabled  from  this  cause  from 
one  to  eieht  months.  In  some  of  these,  the  paralysis  was  the 
result  of  lead  poison,  in  others  of  apoplexy,  in  others  of 
blows  or  other  injuries  on  the  head  or  spine,  but  in  each 
instance  the  original  disturbing  cause  had  been  removed,  and 
tile  effects  only  remained^-deficient  muscular  power  from 
long  inaction,  and  enfeebled  will,  or  inability  to  exert  the 
one  upon  the  other.  All  the  patients  of  this  class  were 
fireely  given  up  to  Dr.  B.*s  care,  and  the  ample  wards  and 
apparatus  of  the  institution  afforded  excellent  scope  for  the 
trial.  Dr.  B.  displays  great  ingenuity  in  the  contrivance 
and  adaptation  of  means  for  straightening  the  crooked  and 
almost  anchylosed  joints,  and  developing  the  feeble  muscles. 

The  effect  of  hi«  perseverance  has  been  equally  surprising 
and  gratifying.  Men  who  appeared  to  possess  not  the 
slightest  power  of  muscular  motion  in  the  affected  limbs,  in 
some  cases  who  had  been  for  a  long  time,  and  who  supposed 
they  always  would  be  bedridden,  now,  after  a  few  week's 
training,  not  only  got  out  of  bed  easily,  but  walk  and  even 
ran.  Lifeless  arms  are  reanimated,  and  attenuated  limbs 
become  plump  and  strong.  One  patient  especially,  who  had 
been  an  inmate  of  the  hospital  since  August  last,  a  victim  of 
lead  palsy,  and  who  was  Uterally  immovable,  except  by  the 
nurses ;  whose  fingers  were  crooked  and  stiffened  into  the 
most  awkward  shapes,  and  whose  feet  were  so  extended,  and 
the  ankle-joints  so  inflexible,  that  when  placed  upright  by  the 
strength  of  others,  the  ends  of  his  toes  only  could  be  made  to 
touch  the  floor.  This  Youn^  man,  when  1  last  saw  him,  was 
walking  about  the  ward  unaided,  and  was  capable  of  feeding 
and  dressing  himself,  and  expecting  soon  to  return  to  work 
for  his  own  maintenance.  Such  are  the  results  of  a  little  com- 
mon sense  and  perseverance  infused  into  reflections  upon  a 
trite  and  every  day  subject,  which  the  mass  of  practitioners 
haye  been  too  much  accustomed  to  overlook.  The  philoso- 
phy of  this  system  of  gymnastic  training,  and  it.s  applicabili^ 
to  this  class  of  subjects,  is  very  simple,  and  easily  understood, 
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but  Br.  Batohelder  certain! j  desenres  eredit  for  thns  aronsiiw 
attention  to  it,  and  for  infusing  life  into  the  dry  bonea,  bou 
of  patients  and  practitioneni. 

I  belioTO  it  is  the  intention  of  the  worthy  doctor  to  pobliih 
an  account  of  his  cases,  which  I  am  sure  will  interest  the 
world,  and  I  therefore  refrain  from  any  more  detailed  des- 
eriptioB  of  his  modes  of  procedure. 

Ifext  to  the  infusion  into  the  dark  and  dormant  brain  of 
the  idiot,  of  the  faculties  of  reason  and  memory,  this  power  of 
restoring  withered  limbs  approaches  most  nearly  to  the  mar- 
Tellons,'and  forcibly  recalls  to  mind  the  events  recorded  in 
the  ninth  chapter  of  Matthew,  the  third  of  Mark,  and  the 
fifUi  of  Luke. — Mtd*  and  Surg.  Reporter. 


It  is  rumored  that  the  unparalleled  success  of  the  Medi- 

cal  Department  of  the  University  of  Nashville  has  aroused  a 

feeling  of  rivslry  among  the  members  of  the  profession  in  thai 

city,  which  is  likely  to  result  in  the  organisation  of  another 

school.  The  Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  thvs 

expresses  its  views  upon  the  subject : 

'<  If  physicians  here  or  elsewhere  desire  to  get  up  another 
medical  college  in  Nsshville,  we  would  be  the  last  man  in  the 
world  to  oppose  them  ;  but  upon  the  contrary,  do  now  offer 
such,  if  any  there  are,  in  advance  the  free  use  of  our  paces  to 
make  known  their  wishes  and  to  further  their  objects.  All  we 
desire  is,  that  in  such  an  event,  all,  by  a  high,  honorable  and 
manly  bearing,  shall  show  to  the  world  that  the  professors  of 
two  or  six  medical  colleges  in  the  same  citv,  can  observe  and 
practice  the  kindly  ofiSces  of  good  neighborhood  and  cultivated 
social  intercourse.  Let  these  preliminaries  be  conceded,  and 
we  will  never  object  to  any  number  of  medical  colleges  here. 
We  doubt  very  much  whether  medical  colleges  when  multiplied 
have  the  effect  of  increasing  the  number  of  medical  students, 
as  is  urged  by  their  opposers.  But  if  this  is  a  result,  it  still 
remains  to  be  shown  that  it  is  an  evil.  Who  is  to  judee? 
Those  in  possession  of  the  field  ?  They  are  interested,  and  it 
is  but  fair  that  their  judgment  be  set  aside.  No  honest  man 
widi  a  logically  constructed  mind,  will  trust  his  judgment  upon 
matters  involving  his  interest. 

"  When  self  the  wftrering  bslftnoe  shake% 
'Tif  rtreljr  right  adjusted.'' 


SeUeted  Artida.  681 

If  we  are  to  have  a  rival,  we  shall  think  it  a  public  concea* 
aion  to  the  correctness  of  our  judgment,  and  the  highest  com- 
pliment to  the  splendor  of  our  success,  that  a  generous  ambi* 
tion  could  covet.  How  much  better  than  that  the  anticipated 
and  predicted  failure  should  have  disarmed  the  germ  of  oppo- 
sition of  all  vitality !  Our  proclamation  of  '^  Eureka  "  con- 
cerning '^  Center,"  the  once  great  exciter  of  medical  risibles, 
to  be  publicly  conceded  and  endorsed  as  a  Mede  and  Persian 
fiEkCti  fixed  and  unalterable,  would  be  glory  enough.  And  W6| 
anticipating  the  future  in  the  drapery  of  cloud  as  well  as  the 
dory  of  sunshine,  fixed  in  the  same  record  the  prediction  that 
fate  itself  could  not  deprive  us  of  the  just  claims  of  discover- 
ers, and  it  cannot.  Of  the  men  we  predicted  nothing,  but 
that  success  might  overwhelm  and  destroy  them,  and  while 
we  will  not  change  a  word  or  syllable  of  what  we  have  writ- 
ten,  we  beg  permission  to  declare  that  the  men  who  have 
felled  the  forest,  and  made  the  wilderness  to  blossom  as  the 
roee,  will  hardly  fear  honorable  competition  in  an  open  field, 
made  such  by  their  heroic  energy.  Our  pioneer  fathers  sleep 
not  in  the  bosom  of  the  goodly  land  they  rescued  from  savage 
barbarity,  while  their  sacred  resting-places  are  disturbed  by 
the  plow-share  of  the  stranger,  but  their  bones  are  hallowed 
in  the  memory  of  the  owners  of  the  soil,  and  we  hope  will  so 
oontinue  forever. 

It  is  a  small  matter  with  us  who  teaches,  but  let  us  hope 
whoever  attempts  it,  shall  infuse  into  the  soul  of  the  budding 
physician  a  lofty  conception  of  the  dignity  and  honor  of  the 
profession  he  is  espousing,  and  a  hearty  disgust  for  all  the 
numerous  indirectnesses  and  professional  peccadillos  which 
alone  stand  in  the  way  of  its  universal  recognition  among 
enlightened  men  as  the  art  divine." 


Length  of  Medical  Sessions. — A  strict  analysis  of  Medical 
College  life  of  young  gentlemen  enables  us  knowingly  to  say 
that  it  is  next  to  impossible  for  even  the  most  ingenious  con- 
trivance of  the  teaching  corps,  to  spin  out  the  collegiate  course 
beyond  twice  four  months.  One  plan  to  increase  the  length 
of  college  study  has  been  to  add  the  month  of  October  to  the 
old  four  month  8  course.  Under  this  rule  the  Faculty  teach 
five  months,  but  it  is  notorious  that  the  student  is  taught  but 
four.    The  first  course  students  arrive  early  in  October  and 
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leave  early  in  February,  having  staid  four  months.  The  see- 
ond  course  arrive  in  l^vember  and  leave  the  first  of  March, 
staying  also  four  months.  Now  where  is  the  sense  of  a  Fao> 
ulty  cutting  their  cloth  for  a  five  months  session,  when  only  a 
four-fifths  garment  is  worn  ?  The  first  end  of  the  class  leave 
in  their  shirt  sleeves,  and  the  last  with  their  breeches  rolled 
up  to  their  knees.  Yet  in  the  end  each  student,  if  he  retoms 
to  the  same  college,  hears  one  full  course  of  five  months,  and 
two  parts  of  courses.  When  the  profession,  through  their 
Association,  advised  a  prolongation  of  college  courses  from 
four  to  six  months,  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  imme£- 
ately  adopted  it,  by  prefixing  October  and  affixing  March  to 
the  old  course  of  four  months.  After  several  six  months 
courses,  findine  that  practicallv  it  amounted  to  six  months 
teaching  and  rour  months  hearing,  she  very  properly  cut  off 
one  month,  and  could  with  still  greater  propriety  have  cut  off 
two.  We  have  been  always  the  advocate  of  long  sessions, 
but  afi;er  a  &ith{ul  trial,  seeing  that  they  are  not  attended  by 
tiie  same  pupils,  the  inquiry  naturally  fSorces  itself  upon  us, 
Out  bono  f  Here  we  -tried  the  experiment  of  teaching  nine 
months  in  the  year,  having  a  winter  and  summer  coarse — the 
summer  course  not  being  obligatory  upon  candidates,  and 
counting  nothing  towards  a  degree,  that  the  rule  of  the  Amer- 
ican Medical  Association  that  six  months  between  regular 
courses  must  exist,  might  not  be  infringed.  It  works  very 
well  to  the  few  that  avau  themselves  of  it — ^less  than  one-tenth 
of  our  regular  classes !  As  it  takes  two  parties  U>  make  a 
contract,  and  as  young  America  is  one  to  this,  and  will  have 
his  way,  it  is  positively  an  old  fogy  absurdity  for  teachers  to 
pretena  to  be  teaching  a  student  ten,  twelve  or  eighteen 
months,  when  in  truth  the;  are  only  teaching  eight,  Uiough 
truthfully  and  earnestly  blazing  away  the  entire  time  speci- 
fied. We  conclude,  then,  that  five  months  make  a  better  ses- 
sion than  four,  and  six  months  a  better  session  than  five,  if 
you  can  set  the  students  to  attend ;  yet  as  they  will  not,  eight 
months,  divided  between  the  two  courses,  effect  as  much  as 
two  sessions  of  twelve  months  each. 

We  regret  exceedingly  that  this  is  so.  We  regret  that  stu- 
dents will  not  give  more  than  eight  months  to  their  two  courses, 
but  we  know  that  not  more  than  one  in  fifty  will.  Now  we 
love  to  labor  for  an  object,  and  a  good  one,  but  we  never  took 
to  foolish  labor  very  kindly  ;  and  we  are  sure  that  it  is  a  com- 
mon experience  of  teachers  of  medicine  that  all  over  four 
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months  teaching  is  labor  lost,  while  yet  there  shall  a  class  be 
always  present.  At  the  beginning  of  the  session  you  have 
the  '^  new  men/'  and  at  the  close  those  waiting  to  be  bom  into 
the  profession,  while  the  ^^  new  men  "  are  '^  over  the  hills  and 
far  away." — Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 


The  Preparations  of  Arsenic  employed  in  Medicine,  By 
A.  F.  Hasblden. — In  introducing  tnis  subject,  he  said  he  had 
nothing  new  to  offer  with  reference  to  the  medicines  he  was 
about  to  notice,  but  he  thought  some  benefit  might  result  from 
a  discussion  of  the  relative  merits  of  the  different  compounds 
of  preparations  of  arsenic  used  in  medicine,  with  the  view  of 
eliciting  the  opinions  of  those  present  as  to  which  of  them 
ought  to  be  ordered  in  our  PharmacopoBia.  At  present  there 
were  oidy  two  preparations  of  arsenic  in  the  London  Pharma- 
oopoeia,  while  there  were  several  others  frequently  U8e.d  in 
medicine,  and  ordered  in  other  Pharmacopoeias.  He  proposed 
briefly  to  describe  or  refer  to  the  principal  arsenical  com- 
pounds in  use,  so  as  to  bring  the  subject  fairly  before  the 
meeting,  and  present  the  points  upon  which  the  expression  of 
opinion  was  desired. 

Liquor  Potassce  Arsenitis^  of  the  London  Pharmacopoeia, 
daimed  the  first  notice,  from  the  fact  of  its  having  maintained 
its  position  thrv^ugh  several  generacions  of  Pharmacopoeias, 
and  of  its  being  more  generally  used  by  English  medical  prac- 
titioners than  any  other  arsenical  preparation.  By  many 
medical  men  this  was  the  only  preparation  of  arsenic  ever 
prescribed,  but  whether  this  circumstance  arose  from  their 
considering  it  superior  to  all  the  others,  or  from  their  being 
nnwilling  to  try  the  effects  of  any  new  preparations  of  so 
powerful  an  agent  as  arsenic,  he  was  unable  to  say.  There 
appeared  to  be  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether  this  pre- 
paration was  rightly  called  an  arsenite  of  potash  or  not,  some 
persons  contending  that  the  old  name  of  jLiquor  Arsenicalis 
was  a  more  correct  one. 

Liquor  Arsenici  Chloridi  had  been  introduced  into  the  Lon- 
don Pharmacopoeia  of  1851  for  the  first  time.  It  was  under- 
stood to  be  intended  to  represent  an  old  preparation,  known 
as  De  Vallenger's  mineral  solution.  It  was  a  solution  of  1^ 
grain  of  arsenious  acid  with  a  little  hydrochloric  acid  in  one 
ounce  of  water.    This  and  the  preceding  preparation  consti- 
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tuted  the  only  compoands  of  arsenic  ordered  in  the  LondoB 
Pharmacopoeia.  Being  both  in  the  liquid  forniy  it  was  to  be 
regretted  that  they  were  not  of  the  same  strength. 

Among  the  preparations  not  contained  in  the  Pharmaoo* 
poeia,  there  were — 

Liquor  Sodoa  Araeniatis  (Pearson's  Solution)  and  Liquor 
Ammonioe  Arseniatis.  These  were  solutions  of  either  salt,  in 
the  proportion  of  four  grains  to  the  ounce ;  being  the  same 
relative  strength  as  the  Liquor  Potass»  Arsenitis,  over  which 
it  was  questionable  whether  they  possessed  any  advantage. 

Arsenici  lodidumy  or,  as  it  was  sometimes  called,  Arweniei 
Teriodiduniy  was  ordered  in  foreign  Pharmacopseias,  where 
instructions,  not  all  alike,  were  given  for  its  preparation.  This 
compound  was  sometimes  used  in  this  country,  although  net 
recognised  in  our  Pharmacopoeias.  A  >olution  of  two  grains 
to  an  ounce  of  water  was  found  to  keep  without  change,  but 
in  a  stronger  solution  a  precipitate  formed.  The  author  stated 
that  he  h^  tried  both  glycerine  and  sugar  for  preventing  tlie 
decomposition  and  precipitation  which  occurs  in  the  stronger 
solution,  and  found  sugar  to  succeed  better  than  glycerine. 
He  had  also  obtained  a  similar  result  with  iodide  of  iron. 

Liqtior  Arsenici  et  Hydrargyri  SydriodatiBy  or,  as  it  was 
sometimes  called,  I)onovan*8  SoltUion^  had  been  used  to  some 
extent,  and  a  formula  for  it  was  now  given  in  the  Dublin 
Pharmacopoeia.  Several  modifications  in  the  process  for  its 
preparation  had  been  suggested  since  it  was  first  introduced 
by  Mr.  Donovau.  The  most  simple  process  was  that  of  the 
United  States  Pharmacopoeia,  where  iodide  of  arsenic  and  red 
iodide  of  mercury  were^directed  to  be  rubbed  together  with 
water,  and  the  solution  completed  })y  the  application  of  heat. 

Quince  ArseniaSy  and  other  compounds  of  quinine  and  arse- 
nic, were  sometimes  ordered  in  medicine,  but  there  were  no 
formulae  for  their  preparation  in  any  of  the  Pharmacopoeias. 

ferri  Araenias,  obtained  in  the  form  of  a  dirty  green  pre- 
cipitate, on  adding  arseniate  of  soda  to  sulphate  of  iron,  was 
the  last  of  these  preparations  to  which  he  would  refer. 

Having  thus  brought  the  different  medical  preparations  of 
arsenic  under  notice,  he  thought  it  worthy  of  consideration 
whether  any  of  them,  not  at  present  contained  in  our  Phar- 
macopoeia,  ought  to  be  introduced  there.  Arsenic  was  described 
by  medical  writers  as  a  valuable  remedial  agent,  especiallv  for 
SKin  diseases  and  for  ague.  In  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  the 
Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  there  were  no  less  than 
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seven  different  preparations  containing  arsenic,  ordered  for 
internal  administration.  He  might  also  refer  to  the  popular 
use  said  to  be  made  of  arsenic  in  some  parts  of  Lower  Austria, 
where,  according  to  the  late  Prof.  Johnstone,  it  was  exten- 
sively used  by  the  common  people,  with  the  view  of  improving 
their  personal  appearance. 

The  author  concluded  with  the  following  remarks :  ^^  To 
return  to  our  subject,  would  it  be  advisable  to  add  any  of  the 
preparations  I  have  noticed  to  the  future  Pharmacopoeia? 
Differences  of  opinion  no  doubt  exist  with  reference  to  this 
aoeation,  and  on  this  account  I  have  introduced  the  subject 
lor  discussion  here.  It  may  be  urged  that  the  profession 
have  the  simple  substances,  and  can  unite  them  as  they  please, 
baty  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  well  known  that  few  remedies  are 
Bnch  employed  until  introduced  in  some  well-defined  and 
HUinaffeable  lorm.  Again,  it  may  be  said,  that  if  every  pre- 
paration nsed  in  medicine  were  introduced  into  the  Pharma- 
eoposia,  this  work  would  be  rendered  too  voluminous;  but  I 
think  that  a  work  for  the  guidance  ot  every  branch  of  the 
profession,  from  the  Physician  to  the  Pharmaceutist,  can  not 
eontain  too  large  an  amount  of  instruction  and  information  up 
to  the  latest  date,  for  it  would  be  far  more  convenient  to  refer 
to  one  volume  for  the  information  required,  than  to  have  to 
search  through  many  works,  including  journals  and  pamph- 
lets.^' — Pharm.  Jour,  and  Trans.,  May  1, 1857. 


-  Brtreme  Discoloralian  from  the  Nitrate  of  Silver. — EpHep- 
Sff^  etc. — ^A  man  who  has,  we  dare  say,  come  under  the  notice 
A'  not  a  few  both  of  our  London,  l^arisian,  and  American 
readers,  presented  himself  at  St.  Thomas's  the  other  day.  The 
most  striking  feature  in  his  case  is,  that  he  is  colored  in  all 
parts  of  dark  slate  color  by  the  nitrate  of  silver.  The  color- 
ation affects  the  mucous  membrane  as  well  as  the  skin,  and  is 
ht  darker  than  we  ever  before  saw  it.  He  states  that  he  took 
a  long  course  of  nitrate  of  silver  about  sixteen  years  ago  for 
tte  cure  of  epilepsy,  became  discolored,  and  has  remained  so 
without  change  ever  since.  He  is  an  American,  and  under 
the  name  of  the  '^  blue  man,"  has  excited  much  attention  in 
that  oountry*  His  object  in  .coming  over  to  Europe  is  in  the 
hope  of  obtaining  successful  advice  against  his  epilepsy,  which 
sml  torments  him.    About  six  months  ago  he  was  under  M. 
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Troossean'fl  care  in  the  Hdtel  Diea,  and  took  without  adTmiw 
tase  a  Ions  course  of  belladonna,  a  very  favorite  remedj  in 

Silepsy  with  that  physician.  In  London  he  has  seen  Dr. 
arsnall  Hall,  who  has  advised  tracheotomy ;  but  as  yet  no 
surgeon  has  been  willing  to  perform  it.  The  man  bimsdf 
entertains  a  rooted  conviction  that  the  epilepsy  is  connected 
with  sexual  causes,  and  is  very  desirous  to  have  his  testes 
removed.  He  states  that  thb  procedure  has  actually  been 
adopted  in  several  similar  cases  in  Georgia,  and  with  complete 
success.  No  English  or  Parisian  surgeon  has  been  willing  as 
yet  to  accede  to  his  wish  in  this  matter.  In  the  first  place, 
the  diagnosis  of  a  sexual  cause  is  not  at  all  clear.  Th<)  fits 
began  at  the  age  of  8,  and  at  present  occur  almost  daily.  lfr« 
Arnott,  who  saw  him  with  Mr.  Simon  at  St.  Thomas  s,  sug- 
gested the  use  of  the  bromide  of  potassium,  which  has  recent^ 
been  so  highly  commended  by  Sir  Charles  Locock  for  epilepsy 
depending  upon  sexual  causes  in  the  other  sex.  A  trial  of 
it  IS,  we  believe,  to  be  made. — Land.  Med.  IHwes  ^  Gom. 
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SBITOBIAL. 


The  publication  of  the  present  number  of  the  Western  Lan* 
cet  has  been  delayed  in  consequence  of  the  severe  iUness  of  the  Edi- 
tor. In  fact,  we  have  had  the  jaundice^  for  a  description  of  whieh 
disease  we  refer  to  our  selections,  where  may  be  found  an  account  of 
it,  which  we  believe  to  be  unrivalled.  If,  after  perusing  this,  our 
readers  are  not  disposed  to  be  lenient,  we  can  only  say  that  they 
richly  deserve  to  suffer  an  attack  of  the  same  terrible  malady.  We 
hope  when  we  state  that  we  were  laboring  under  the  premomiofy 
symptoms  at  the  time  of  preparing  our  JSdilorial  for  the  June  nnm* 
ber,  it  will  be  regarded  as  some  apology  for  our  unpaidonabb 
eriUque  of  Dr.  Pitcher's  address  before  the  National  Assodatioo. 
Dr.  P.  is  too  highly  esteemed  by  ihe  profession  in  this  countiy  to 
sufier  from  such  ebullitions  of  "  bile,''  and  we  doubt  not  he  will 
treat  the  whole  matter  with  the  contempt  it  so  richly  merits. 


Mihrial  58T 

One  word  to  our  deliDqnent  sabficribers.  Several  handred 
•re  still  in  arrean,  and  to  snch  as  can  not,  oi  present,  convenientlj 
temit  the  fnll  amount,  we  propose  that  they  forward  one  dollar  each, 
in  part  payment  for  the  number  already  issned.  We  hope  they  will 
not  foi^t  that  the  expenses  of  the  Lancet  the  present  year  are  con* 
siderably  greater  than  they  have  ever  been,  and  to  snstain  it  in  its 
•nlaiged  form,  we  need  the  money  due  from  eiuh  subscriber.  May 
onr  appeal  meet  their  prompt  attention.  Our  August  number  will 
appear  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 


MEDICAL  COLLBOB   OF   OHIO. 

It  will  be  observed  by  reference  to  our  advertising  department, 
that  the  names  of  Drs.  J.  P.  Judkins,  George  Mendenhall,  0.  G. 
Oomegys,  and  H.  E.  Foote,  appear  as  members  of  the  Faculty  of 
the  Medical  College  of  Ohio.  The  introduction  of  these  gentlemen 
has  been  the  result  of  a  union  of  a  portion  of  the  Faculties  of  the 
Ii$dieal  OoUege  of  Ohio,  and  the  Miami  Medical  CoUege,  by  which 
arrangement  they  become  united  under  the  charter  of  the  former 
institution. 

The  experience  of  the  past  few  years  has  rendered  it  evident,  in 
our  opinion,  that  Cincinnati  cannot  well  sustain  more  than  one 
sdiool ;  and  that  the  division  of  strength  in  attempting  to  build 
up  others,  has  resulted  injuriously  to  the  best  interests  of  Medica' 
education. 

With  this  feeling,  the  Faculties  of  the  two  schools  sought  a 
union  by  which  their  efforts  would  be  concentrated  in  sustaining 
mie  institution.  The  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  being  the  oldest 
sdiool, — ^having  a  large  number  of  alumni  scattered  over  the  West 
and  South, — and  in  addition  to  this,  a  fine  edifice,  library,  museum, 
eie.,  and  the  control  of  the  Commercial  Hospital  for  clinical 
toacbing ;  was  regarded  as  the  proper  institution  under  whose  char* 
ttr  this  conoentrated  action  should  take  place. 

In  efifooting  this  arrangement  some  individual  sacrifices  have 
aeeeasarily  been  made ;  but  we  are  gratified  to  learn  that  this  has 
been  the  result  of  an  amicable  agreement,  and  a  desire  on  the  part 
^  each  person  to  yield  his  own  personal  interests  for  the  promotion 
d  the  general  good.  Several  members  redred  from  the  respective 
schools,  leaving  four  of  each  to  participate  in  the  new  organization. 
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This  anraogement  w«  unoeroly  hope^  will  mfifit  Urn  apprbbaftioii 
«f  all  tboae  w^  Uke  an  inUrtst  in  the  auooeta  of  medical  tearhiij 
in  the  West  It  will  unite  the  principal  inteieita  in  this  dijt  and 
the  patronage  of  the  two  8cboola»  which  cannot  fail  to  promote  the 
prosperity  of  the  profession,  by  inomaaii^  the  attractiveneaa  of 
Cincinnati  as  a  point  for  medical  edncation* 

We  are  informed  that  the  laige  mnseom,  diemical  appanto^ 
etc,  of  the  Miami  Medical  CoU^,  will  be  tranafimed  to  the  Medi- 
cal Coll^  of  Ohio,  which  will  render  the  means  of  iUoatratioa 
most  ample  and  complete.  The  City  DUpentaay,  which  has  for 
years  been  connected  with  the  Miami  Medical  College,  will  becone 
attached  to  the  Medical  Oollege  of  Ohio»  and  will  oontinoe  toaSnd 
▼aloable  clinical  facilities. 

By  reference  to  the  programme  it  will  be  obsenred,  that  adjnnst 
professors  have  been  appointed,  the  object  of  which  is  to  eztsod  thf 
facilities  for  dinical  instmetion  in  connection  with  the  CommsreUl 
BospUal,  (%  JDiipeMary,  and  Si.  John' 9  MM  far  ImmHdi, 
which,  taken  together,  will  affi»d  a  most  ample  field  for  the  pradi- 
eal  instmetion  of  stndents,  and  yonng  practitioners. 

In  connection  with  the  suspension  of  the  Miami  Medical  CollcisPt 
it  is  proper  to  state  that  the  pnpils  of  that  school  will  have  ilie 
same  rights  and  priyileges  extended  to  them,  in  every  respect,  as 
those  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  and  the  gradoates  of  the  for- 
mer can,  if  they  make  application,  receive  the  degree  ad  nrndant 
free  of  charge. 

In  conclusion,  we  have  only  to  add,  that  if  the  Facnlty  of  the 
Miami  Medical  College  deserve  credit  for  their  perseverance  and 
success,  they  are  also  entitled  to  the  approbation  of  the  professMNi 
for  uniting  in  the  present  arrangement,  by  which  the  interests  of 
medical  teaching  will  be  so  largely  promoted. 


PN-WRTTTEN  TRANSACTIONS   OF  TBI  QmO  STATB  MBmOAL  SOOORT. 

The  Ohio  Stete  Medical  Society,  closed  its  tenth  annual  sesnon 
in  the  city  of  Sandusky,  on  (he  6th  ult.,  after  four  days  delibsra- 
lion.  The  number  in  attendance  was  not  perhaps  so  large  as  usoal, 
but  the  deficiency  in  this  respect,  was  more  than  compensatsd  bj 
the  deep  interest  and  good  feeling  that  prevailed.    The  niewling  wai 
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of  the  most  cordial  and  fraternal  cbaraoter,  there  being  scarcely  an 
napleasant  occurrence  to  mar  it.  Every  one  appeared  amiably  dia- 
posed  towards  his  brother,  a  circumstance  which  facilitated  the  dis* 
position  of  business  in  no  small  degree.  The  old  fends  of  the 
society  were  amicably  disposed  of,  leaving  its  future  bright.  Those, 
therefore,  who  absented  themselves  from  this  meeting,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  a  re-enactment  of  those  scenes,  which  for  the  past  few  years 
have  disturbed  the  peace  and  distracted  the  interest  of  the  associa- 
tion, were  not  only  disappointed,  but  missed  a  rare  treat.  We 
hazard  nothing,  in  asserting,  that  the  recent  was  altogether  the 
moet  agreeable,  if  not  the  most  profitable  session,  that  the  Ohio 
State  Medical  Society  has  ever  held. 

The  number  of  original  i-eports  and  essays,  was  unusually  large 
•tid  interesting.  All  the  important  committees,  contrary  to  the 
usual  custom,  submitted  voluminous  reports,  and  when  they  are 
ieeoed  in  the  good  style,  which  our  friend  Cooke,  of  the  Register,  is 
capable  of  executing,  will  make  a  volume  of  transactions,  of  which 
every  member  may  well  be  proud.  But  we  do  not  propose  to  dwell 
upon  the  written  transactions  of  this  session  ;  they  are  highly  com- 
mendable, and  may  be  discussed  and  appreciated  in  the  future,  when 
leisure  affords.  There  were,  however,  some  features  of  the  late 
meeting,  which  can  be  enjoyed  but  once,  and  of  these,  we  propose 
to  submit  a  few  remarks. 

The  professional  duties  of  the  physician  impress  cares  and 
veeponsibilities,  rarely  equalled  by  any  other  vocation  in  life.  Each 
day,  and  hour,  perhaps,  is  fraught  with  the  deepest  solicitation, 
and  the  seasons  allotted  by  nature  to  man  for  repose  and  relaxation, 
mn  often  spent  in  sleepless  watching  at  the  bed-side  of  his  afflicted 
JbDow  beings.  There  is  no  moment  that  he  can  call  his  own,  and 
like  other  men,  retire  to  the  bosom  of  his  family,  or  the  domestic 
eiide,  and  regale  himself  in  these  delightful  associations.  His  fac- 
idties  are  taxed  to  their  utmoirt  endurance.  There  is  ever  some 
profeesional  object,  around  which  his  thoughts  duster — some  parent, 
diild,  or  loved  one,  is  menaced  by  death's  cold  shafts,  and  the  cegis 
cf  Ilia  profession  is  necessary  to  avert  the  calamity.  The  citizens 
of  Sandnsky  have  learned  by  sad  experience,  to  appreciate  the 
{privations  and  labors  of  the  true  physician.  In  going  among  them, 
the  right  hand  of  fellowship  was  extended  to  the  members  of  the 
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soeiatj.  All  mam  made  to  fed  by  theeordiil  wdeovM  wbieh  llvgr 
received,  that  they  were  not  only  among  a  warm-hearted,  hoaiae 
people,  bnt  actually  in  the  midat  of  frienda.  The  aoeial  greeCuiga 
were  cheerfnl  and  homelike,  and  for  the  time  being  mtde  medical 
men  forget  the  **  carking  caies  '*  thateaTinm  their  pathwmy.  The 
receptions  and  hospitalidea  were  jnst  inch  ae  we  oonld  moei  heaitfly 
approve,  and  impreaaed  ns  moet  &yorably»  with  the  inteDigeoee 
and  sobriety  of  the  citizens  of  the  Bay  City.  We  feel  modi  Uhn 
recording  the  names  of  some  of  thoee  fair  onee»  who  pieeminently 
excelled  in  thmr  attentions  to  the  members  of  the  society,  individn- 
ally  and  collectively,  bnt  forbear,  believing  that,  a  gratsAil  lemem- 
brance  of  noble  acts,  is  the  most  acceptable  tiibate  that  man  can 
confer  npon  true  woman. 

The  excursion  aboard  the  Steamer  Bay  City,  J.  W.  Keith,  ooa- 
mander,  was  an  interesting  feature  of  the  occasion.  The  boat  left 
the  dock  at  8  o'dock,  P.  M.  Thursday,  ladened  with  piiTate  citi- 
sens  and  members  of  the  society.  Several  of  the  important  idaada 
in  and  adjacent  to  the  Bay  were  visited.  The  weather  waa  fair  and 
bradng,  and  the  vessd  moved  gaily  on ;  unconsciooa  of  the  pn- 
oious  throng  with  which  she  was  freighted.  Suddenly,  the  mirthfid 
laugh  was  hushed,  the  sportive  air  of  the  young  and  gay,  was 
transformed  into  pensiveness,  and  the  hearts  of  all  were  filled  with 
sadness,  as  the  band  announced  by  a  funeral  march,  that  we  were  near- 
ing  the  great  battle-fidd  of  Lake  Erie.  The  Lawrence,  Niagara, 
Caledonia,  Ariel,  Scorpion,  and  Somers,  with  their  inttepid  com- 
mander, glass  in  hand,  slowly  moving  from  Put-in-Bay,  ths 
approach  of  Barclay,  the  sluggish  flopping  canvas,  the  calm,  the 
first  booming  shot  from  the  enemy,  breaking  the  death-like  ailence 
among  these  islands,  the  destructive  fire  from  the  long  guns  of  the 
Detroit,  the  abandonment  of  the  Lawrence,  the  dose  conflict,  the 
rapid,  death-dealing  shots,  the  sulphurous  smoke,  the  shattered 
masts,  the  mangled  forms,  the  dying  groans,  the  dippeiy  decks, 
the  pools  of  blood,  the  dread  suspense,  the  victory  ;  all  roae  in  the 
imagination,  as  we  made  a  drcuit  of  this  memorable  spot 

How  like  the  contest  which  scientific  medicine  is  constantly 
waging  against  disease,  and  how  the  associated  circumatancea  weie 
calculated  to  call  up  recollections,  of  the  mdancholy  epidemic  of 
1849,  at  Sandusky.    There  was  on  board,  the  American  Niightis* 
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gale  of  that  event,  and  those  whose  spirits  are  still  saddened  by  its 
Temembranoe :  members  of  the  medical  profession  who  stood  nobly 
at  their  posts,  those  who  came  fearlessly  to  the  rescue,  and  those 
who .  Several  speeches  were  made  appropriate  to  the  occa- 
sion, and  the  party  returned  to  the  city,  strengthened  in  patriotism 
and  friendly  feeling.  The  festivities  of  the  occasion  concluded  by 
a  grand  reception  of  the  citizens  and  profession  at  West's  Hall, 
the  entertainment  having  been  projected  by  four  of  the  Sandusky 
ladies. 

The  profession  of  Sandusky  acquitted  themselves  nobly,  and 
they  have  only  to  issue  the  transactions  in  due  time  and  good  style, 
to  cover  themselves  with  honor.  0. 


Dr.  J.  Weldon  Fell,  of  the  University  of  New  York,  who 
has  produced  such  an  excitement  in  England,  by  his  great  "  cure'* 
for  cancer,  has  at  length,  according  to  promise,  made  known  the 
aecret  of  his  wonderful  success.    It  may  be  thus  briefly  expressed : 
9r. — SanguinarisB  Canadensis,  Jss,  vel.  Si* 
Chlor.  Zinci,  Jss,  vel.  SU* 
Aquas  3\j* 
Pulv.  Sem.  Tritic,  Hibem.,   q.  s.    Mix,  and  form  a  paste,  the 
consistence  of  treacle. 

The  Buigeons  of  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  who  permitted  Dr.  Fell 
to  treat  a  certain  number  of  patients  in  the  cancer  ward  of  that 
Institution,  have  published  to  the  profession  the  results  of  their 
obeervation,  as  follows : 

''The  undersigned  have  great  pleasure  in  now  stating  that  Dr. 
Fell  has  fulfilled  the  obligation  contracted  by  him  frankly  and  with- 
out reserve  ;  and  whilst  they  regret  that  the  limited  period  which 
has  elapsed  since  the  treatment  in  the  hospital  commenced  ( Jann- 
ftry  22d)  prevents  their  coming  to  any  positive  conclusion  upon 
certain  points  of  great  importance,  they  have  yet  no  hesitation  in 
stating  their  unanimous  opinion — 

"  I.  That  Dr.  Fell's  mode  of  treatment  is  in  entire  accordance 
with  known  principles  of  surgery,  is  ingenious,  safe,  and  easy  of 
Application  by  well-instructed  surgeons. 

*'  IL  That  it  may  be  employed  in  all  cases  in  which  surgeons 
use  the  knife  and  in  many  others  in  which  no  prudent  person^would 
recommend  a  cutting  operation. 

"  III.  That  Dr.  Fell  confines  himself  to  the  enndeation  of  the 
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itmon  merely  ;  and,  in  the  case  of  the  hretst,  does  not  wmowt 
the  entire  gland,  as  is  commonly  considered  necessary  in  theezei- 
sion  of  the  mammary  cancers  in  this  coantry. 

'<  IV.  That  it  is  a  great  advantage  attendmg  this  mode  of  treat- 
ment that  the  patients  are  not  confined  to  hed  or  to  the  honse ;  bnt 
that,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  able  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  exer- 
cise in  the  open  air.  In  some  instances  their  health  has  manilastly 
improved  daring  the  treatment. 

"  y.  That  the  patient  being  exempt  from  the  immediaU  hazards 
of  a  cutting  operation  such  as  exhaustion  and  hemorrhage,  and 
being  able  to  pursue  the  treatment  without  confinement  to  bed,  they 
appear  little  prone  to  such  constitutional  amotion  as  erysipelas  and 
pysmia. 

"  VI.  That  the  enucleation  of  the  diseased  mass  is  socooedad  by 
a  healthy  granulating  and  cicatrizing  surface.  From  the  inspection 
of  Dr.  Fell's  private  cases  of  longer  duration  than  those  in  the  hos- 
pital, the  undersigned  have  had  opportunities  of  observing  that 
healthy  cicatrices  are  eventually  formed. 

**  VII.  That  all  the  patients  have  sufierad  pain  during  the  trssl- 
ment ;  some  have  spoken  lightly  of  their  sensations,  others  have 
complained  much.  No  one,  however,  has  sustained  that  acnteness 
and  severity  of  pain  which  characterizes  the  action  of  caustics  as 
ordinarily  employed ;  and  it  has  been  observed  that  the  pain  which 
has  been  felt  has  usually  been  referred,  not  to  the  tumor  itself,  but 
to  parts  at  some  distance  from  it,  as,  in  the  case  of  the  mamma,  to 
the  shoulder  and  arm. 

"VIII.  That,  although  the  treatment  is  less  expeditious  than 
that  usually  resorted  to,  yet,  taking  account  of  the  average  time 
that  elapses  before  a  patient  has  completely  recovered  from  a  cut- 
ting operation,  it  is  probable  that  the  difference  between  the  two 
modes  of  treatment,  in  point  of  expedition  is  by  no  means  great. 

"  IX.  That  the  undersigned  have  not  as  yet  had  time  to  ascertain 
the  average  dniation  of  the  benefit  conferred  by  the  treatment,  nor 
have  they  any  means  of  knowing  whether,  in  the  event  of  a  return 
of  the  disease,  there  be  any  difference  observable  from  what  is  knowi 
to  take  place  after  excision. 

**  Alex.  Shaw. 
.^,      jv  Campbell  De  MoROAS. 

(bigned)  Charles  H.  Moore. 

Mitchell  Hemrt." 

There  can  be  no  question  that  Dr.  Fell,  has  played  his  game  most 

skillfully,  and  that  in  advancing  his  own  interests,  he  has  done  no 

litUe  injury  to  the  American  medical  profession.    Dr.  Pattison,  a 

nephew  of  the  late  Granville  Sharp  Pattison,  for  some  three  or 

four  years  past,  has  also  been  performing  miraculous   "  cores  '*  of 
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cancer  in  Great  Britain,  and  althongh  he  also  bafled  from  the 
University  of  New  York,  bis  Scotch  nativity  was  too  plainly  pro- 
daimed  in  every  word  he  nttered,  to  permit  him  to  pass  for  an 
American.  Some  few  years  since.  Dr.  P.  failing  to  obtain  practice 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  engaged  in  the  Hardware  business. 
He  published  a  card  in  the  papers  announcing  the  important  fact 
that  Dr.  P.  having  found  general  practice  incompatible  with  his 
health,  bad  determined  for  the  future  "  to  confine  himself  to  con- 
saltation  practice,  and  the  higher  operations  in  snigery.  Offioe 
at  the  Hardware  store,  drc."  Just  under  this  was  another  card, 
inviting  all  who  wished  to  make  good  bargains  in  brass  kettles, 
frying-panSy  grid-irons,  d^c,  d^c,  to  call.  The  Doctor  having  dis- 
posed of  these,  we  presume,  next  turns  up  in  Oreat  Britain,  as  a 
famous  "  cancer  curer  ;"  but  from  present  prospects.  Dr.  Fell  bids 
fidr  to  drive  him  back  to  his  **  consultation  practice,  and  the  higher 
operations  of  snigery  at  the  Hardware  Store,"  isc. 


The  JExeiia- Secretary  System  / — ^Dr.  Henry  Fraser  Campbell,  of 
Georgia,  not  long  since  addressed  a  letter  to  Dr.  Marshall  Hall, 
daiming  priority  in  the  discovery,  and  designation  of  the  excito- 
secretory  system  of  nerves.  We  quote  the  following  from  Dr. 
Hall's  reply  in  the  London  Lancet,  for  May,  1957. 

**  The  idea  and  designation  of  an  excito- secretory  action  belong 
to  Dr.  Campbell,  but  his  details  are  limited  to  pathology  and  obser- 
vation. The  elaborate  experimental  demonstration  of  reflex  exci- 
to secretory  action  is  the  result  of  the  experimental  labors  of  M. 
Olande  Bernard. 

*•  My  own  daim  is  of  a  very  di£ferent  character,  and  I  renounos 
every  other.  It  consists  in  the  vast  generalization  of  excito-eecretary 
action  throughout  the  system.  '*  There  is,  perhaps,  not  a  point  in 
the  general  cutaneous  surface  in  which  tetanus,  an  excito -motor 
efifoct,  may  not  originate  ;  there  is  scarcely  a  point  in  which  inter- 
nal inflammation,  an  excito-secretory  eflect,  may  not  be  excited. 

«<  Every  point  of  the  animal  economy  is  in  iolidante,  by  a  reflex 
exdto-secretory  action  with  every  other  I 

**  I  here  observe  that  this  excito-secretory  cannot  be  designated 
dUtiiaitic.  It  is  certainly,  diaeneryetic,  but  it  does  not  assume  the 
form  expressed  by  the  Greek  term,  Stella,  A  new  designation  is 
reqaired,  and  I  propose  at  once  the  plain  and  simple  one  of  c/ia- 
cftUric.    Thus  the  in  going  nerves  are  centripetal ;  their  inflnanos 

YOL.  xym, — 85. 
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tiBYerses  tbe  spinal  marrow,  and  is  dia-cenirio ;  it  is  reflseted  along 
centrifugal  nerves. 

•*  One  remark  more.  The  diastaltic  system  extends  to  the  inter- 
nal mnscnlar  ^rgans  as  well  as  the  external.  I  wonld  tlierefore 
speak  of — 

**  1.  Extemal  diastaltio  action ;  and  of 

"  2.  Internal  diastaltic  action. 

The  former  has  heen  amply  elaborated  and  traced  in  my  variona 
publications  ;  the  latter  remains  for  new  investigation. 

*'  The  former  applies  to  all  orifices  and  exits,  and  all  tnbnlar 
stmctnres  leading  to  them ;  the  latter  to  all  internal  mnscnlsr 
oigans — the  heart,  the  stomachy  the  intestines,  Ac. 

**I  trost.  Dr.  Campbell  will  be  satisfied  with  my  adjndicaticm. 
There  is  in  the  excito-seeretoty  function,  as  applied  to  pathology, 
an  ample  field  of  inquiry  for  his  life's  career,  and  it  is  indisputably 
HIS  oww.  He  first  detected  it,  gave  it  its  designation,  and  saw  its 
vast  importance." 


Medical  OcUege  of  Ohio. — ^In  consequence  of  a  change  of  resi- 
dence.  Prof.  S.  G.  Armor  sent  in  his  resignation  before  the  close  of 
the  winter  session.  It  is  but  due  to  this  accomplished  lecturer  to 
state  that  for  many  weeks  before  the  consolidation  of  the  schools  In 
Cincinnati  was  completed,  his  unconditional  resignation  had  been 
handed  to  the  Faculty  and  the  Board  of  Trustees.  We  have  heard 
many  lecturers,  both  in  this  country  and  in  Europe,  but  we  have 
heard  but  few  who  could  surpass  Prof.  Armor  in  riveting  the  atten- 
tion of  a  class. 

Since  writing  the  above,  we  have  learned  from  Prof.  A.,  that  ha 
has  accepted  the  chair  of  Pathology  and  Clinical  Medicine  in  the 
Missouri  Medical  College  of  St.  Louis.  He  will  prove  a  valuable 
acquisition  to  the  school. 


Thenard,  the  celebrated  French  chemist,  died  a  few  weeks 
since,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty.  He  was  formerly  a  Peer  of 
France  and  Chancellor  of  the  University ;  also  a  member  of  the 
Institute,  and  a  Grand  Officer  of  the  Legion  of  Honor.  Seet]er»  tha 
well-known  author  of  a  treatise  cm  (Edema  of  the  Glottis,  is  also 
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Sir  Robert  Carswell,  formerij  Professor  of  Pathological 
Anatomy  in  UniTersitj  College,  London,  and  author  of  a  folio  work 
entitled  "  Illnstrations  of  the  Elementary  Forms  of  Disease,"  died 
recently  at  Lacken,  on  the  Continent.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  he 
was  64  years  of  age.    He  was  born  at  Thornbank,  in  Scotland. 


Some  years  since,  Mr.  Paget  prepared  a  little  pamphlet 
called  "Records  of  Harvey,"  which  consisted  of  literal  copies  of  all 
that  is  recorded  concerning  Harvey  in  the  journals  of  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital,  to  which  Harvey  was  for  four  and  thirty  years 
physician.  The  following  eulogy  on  his  mother,  still  to  be  seen  on 
her  tombstone  in  Folkstone  church,  reflects  the  highest  credit  on  his 

filial  affection : 

"  A.  D.  1605.    Not.  8th,  dyed  in  ye  60th  yeere  of  hex  age. 
Joan  Wife  of  Tho:  Harvey  ...Mother  of  7  Sonee  &  2  Baugliters... 
A  Oodly  harmles  Woman ;  A  chaste,  loveing  Wife; 
A  ehantable  qaiet  Neighbour ;  A  comfortable  fHendly  Matron  ; 
A  provident  diligent  Answyfe;  A  carefkil  tender  harted  Mother.., 
Deare  to  her  Hasband ;  Revereneed  of  her  Children ; 

Beloved  by  her  Neighbours ;  Elected  of  God ; 

Whose  Soule  rests  in  Heaven ;  her  body  in  this  Graye ; 

To  her  a  Happy  Advantage ;  to  Hers  an  Unhappy  Loss.'* 


of  Wanun  and  Children. — ^The  New  Orleans  Medical 
News  and  Hospital  Gazette  for  July  has  the  following  appropriate 
remarks  upon  the  attention  commonly  devoted  to  these  important 
topics.  It  is  with  no  little  satisfaction  that  we  are  now  enabled  to 
inform  our  brethren  of  the  Crescent  City»  that  the  Medical  College 
o£  Ohio  has  at  last  made  ample  provision  for  teaching  the  medical 
alodent  the  diseases  of  women  and  children.  The  remarks  of  tlie 
Ghusette  must  receive  the  approbation  of  every  intelligent  practi- 
tioner. 

*'  What  shall  we  say,  then,  of  the  establishment  of  still  another 
Chair — ^that  of  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children  ?  Here  is  a  piece 
of  reform  which  not  even  the  most  sordidly  interested  can  for  one 
moment  question.  We  undertake  to  say,  that  no  man  ever  gradu- 
ated in  a  medical  school  in  the  United  States,  satisfied  with  the 
amount  of  instruction  he  had  received  on  the  subject  of  Diseases  of 
Women  and  Children.  Aye,  and  how  many  have  ever  received  any 
inatmction  at  all  on  this  important  branch  ?  We  do  not  exagge- 
rate at  all  when  we  say*  that  the  subject  of  diseasea  of  women  and 
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children  is  only  known  in  tho  cixcnlars  of  medical  idioolfl»  and  that 
the  student  who  expects  a  professor  of  Obstetrics  to  instmct  him  in 
both  branches,  must  always  be  disapnointed.  Abont  sixty  lectans 
comprise  the  course,  and  Obstetrics  alone  will  absorb  all  thtte  honrSt 
if  properly  tanght.  The  New  Orleans  School  of  Medicine  has  indeed 
worked  r^orm,  then,  in  teaching,  for  the  first  time  in  onr  coontry, 
the  diseases  of  women  and  children.  And  in  this,  as  in  other  prac- 
tical branches,  the  instruction  is  not  confined  to  the  lectnre-room ; 
the  professor  has  wards  in  the  Hospital,  and  drilla  his  pnpila  at  the 
bedside  as  regularly  as  the  morning  comes." 


We  copy  the  following  from  the  New  York  Daily  Timet  of 
July  24th : 

«  What  tbb  Ladt  Doctors  abb  Donro. — The  Infirmary  and 
Dispensary  for  Women  and  Children,  No.  64  Bleeker  street,  whidi 
was  opened  last  May,  in  Anniversary  Week,  bids  fair  to  grow  into 
a  flourishing  institution.  The  managers,  with  a  mortal  horror  of 
debt,  quite  unusual  in  similar  enterprises,  have  commenced  operar 
tions  on  a  scale  commensurate  with  their  present  means— a  faTora- 
ble  augury  of  final  success.  They  have  ambitious  plana  for  tiw 
future,  but  they  are  content  to  roach  them  by  a  naUinJ  growth 
instead  of  the  usual  forcing  system. 

The  house — a  plain,  substimtial-Iooking  Knickerbocker  buflding, 
tans  marble  front  and  fancy  ornaments — is  well  adapted  to  their 
present  needs,  and  looks  as  fresh  and  clean  as  if  just  swept  by  the 
proverbial  new  broom.  The  rooms  are  large,  bity,  and  commodi- 
ously  furnished;  the  cuisine  plain,  substantial,  and  wholesome,  and 
the  nursing  good,  if  one  may  judge  from  the  physiognomy  of  the 
motherly-looking  dames  who  have  charge  of  that  department.  Taken 
as  a  wnole,  the  establishment  has  an  exceedingly  home-like  air, 
which  must  be  peculiarly  comfortable  to  its  inmates. 

The  Hospital  Department,  which  contains  a  limited  number  of 
beds,  is  arranged  for  the  reception  of  free  patients,  and  also  for  those 
who  think  it  worth  while  to  pay  a  small  weekly  sum  for  better 
medical  care  and  attendance  than  their  means  or  convenience  will 
permit  them  to  procure  at  their  own  homes.  This  department  has 
now  some  five  or  six  inmates,  with  the  expectation  of  more. 

The  Dispensary  is  doing  the  thriving  business  which  the  immedi- 
ate vicinity  of  a  large  poor  neighborhood  would  reasonably  warrant, 
and  has  already  numbered  some  two  hundred  out-patients.  This  is 
open  every  morning,  and  is  attended  by  Drs.  Elizabeth  and  Emily 
Blackwell  and  Marie  E.  Zakerwski. 

Dr.  Zakerwski  is  the  resident  physician — ^a  position  for  which 
her  former  extensive  hospital  practice  especially  qualifies  her ;  hav- 
ing been  for  several  years  Chief  AHmeheus$  in  the  Royal  Hospital 
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of  Berlin,  of  which  citj  she  is  a  native ;  besides,  since  graduating  at 
the  Cleveland  Medical  College,  Ohio.     She  is  an  enthusiast  in  her 

Profession,  and  is  of  the  timber  from  which  good  articles  are  made, 
he  is  aided  by  the  Drs.  Blackwell,  with  Drs.  Willard  Parker, 
Taylor  and  Kissam,  for  consulting  physicians. 

The  institution  is  a  fine  thing  for  the  female  medical  students, 
who  have  hitherto  been  debarred  the  advantages  of  hospital  practice  ; 
ftnd  their  attendance  testifies  that  they  rightly  estimate  the  privilege. 
And  if  the  proposed  project  of  training  a  corps  of  efficient  nurses 
prove  successful,  it  will  be  fully  appreciated  by  all  who  know  the 
luxury  of  a  quiet  tread  and  gentle  manner  in  a  sick  room.  The  plan 
is  well  laid,  and  only  needs  a  refreshing  shower  of  endowments  and 
donations  to  hasten  its  growth  materially.  Indeed,  the  lady  doctors 
seem  to  be  fast  gaining  ground  among  us.  New  York  numbers  Drs. 
Blackwell,  Zakerwski,  Fowler,  and  many  beside  :  in  Boston,  Drs. 
Harriet  K.  Hunt,  Clarke,  and  some  twenty  others  are  practising 
with  good  success  ;  Philadelphia  supports  several  more,  and  the  New 
England,  Penn,  and  Cleveland  Colleges  are  fast  scattering:  their 
graduates  over  the  land.  But  the  friends  of  the  movement  are  anx- 
ious to  make  New  York  the  great  center  for  the  medical  education 
of  women.  We  understand  that  the  eflbrt  will  be  made  during  the 
ensuing  winter,  by  the  managers  of  the  Infirmary,  to  obtain  an 
endowment  from  the  State  similar  to  those  granted  to  kindred  insti- 
tutions by  the  Legi^ilatures  of  Massachusetts  and  Pennsylvania. 


American  Associattok  for  the  Advancement  of  Sciencb. — 
The  annual  meeting  of  this  body  will  open  at  Montreal,  on  the  12th 
August.  The  conveyance  Committee  appointed  in  Montreal,  gives 
the  following  notice  to  persons  proposing  to  attend  : 

The  Committee  has  made  arrangements  with  all  the  railroads  and 
steamboats  in  the  Province,  and  most  of  the  American  lines,  to 
bring  the  members  over  for  half  fare.  They  will  have  to  produce 
their  letters  of  invitation  in  order  to  entitle  them  to  the  benefit  of 
this  arrangement. 

But  the  Committee  think  it  advisable  that  members  who  intend 
coming  to  the  meeting  in  Monti-eal  should  at  once  present  their  invi- 
tations at  the  head  offices  of  the  railroad  in  their  respective  locali- 
ties, so  as  to  ascertain  if  they  will  accede  to  the  arrangement  that 
has  been  so  generally  made.  Members  of  the  association  will  be  in 
waiting  &t  the  different  termini  to  receive  the  members  on  their  arri- 
val, and  provide  them  with  lodgings,  so  far  as  tlie  citizens  will 
place  it  in  their  power. 

On  one  evening  during  their  stay,  the  members  of  the  Associa- 
tian  will  be  entertained  by  the  faculty  of  McQill  College. — If.  T. 
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Hahufaoturb  or  PnnEiiairr. — The  Lyoni  (N.  T.)  BepoUicHi 
fUtes  that  H.  G.  Hotchkiss,  of  that  Tillage,  ia  the  greateat  proda- 
oer  of  peppermint  in  the  world.  He  haa  from  200  to  SOO  aoaa 
under  cidtivation,  150  acree  of  which  can  be  overflowed  with  watir 
to  the  depth  of  six  to  ten  inches,  at  pleaanre.  Thia  proceaa  enabki 
him  to  continue  to  grow  the  crop  npon  the  tame  aoil  for  a  eeriae  of 
years,  and  protect  the  yoong  shoota  in  winter  by  a  watery  coveriiif  • 
Between  April  and  Joly,  he  employs  more  than  100  laborera  opoft 
his  plantation.  Mr.  Hotchkiss  sdls  the  oil  of  peppermint  in  Los- 
don  and  other  places,  and  hia  annnal  trade  amounts  to  from  975,000 
to  9125,000 


iNTSRKSTiNa  TO  Phtsioiavs. — The  Snpreme  Court  of  the  Eighth 
Judicial  District  of  New  York  has  decided  that  the  action  of  the 
Erie  (Jounty  Medical  Society  in  expelling  Dr.  John  D.Hill,  for 
taking  the  office  of  physician  to  the  county  almshouse  at  a  rate  less 
than  the  price  fixed  by  their  tariff,  was  illi^pal,  and  Dr.  Hill  most 
he  restored  to  the  privileges  of  membership.  The  court  decided 
that  the  tariff  of  prices  waa  unauthorized,  and  contrary  to  puhlie 
policy  and  the  law. 


"  Jaundice.*' 

Shepard. — Noo  for  the  Jaundice.  The  Angeena  Pectoris,  the 
Tick  Dollaroose,  are  intermittent, — "  like  angel  visits,  few  and  far 
between" — ^but  the  jaundice  lasts  for  weeks,  when  it  ia  gatherin* 
or  brewin'  in  the  system — for  weeks  at  its  yellowest  heicht, — and 
for  weeks  as  the  disease  is  ebbin'  in  the  blood — a  disease,  if  I'm  no 
sair  mistaken  o'  the  liver. 

North,    An  obstructed  condition  of  the  duodenum,  James. 

Shepard. — ^The  mental  depression  o'  the  sowl  in  the  jaundice  ia 
maist  truly  dreadfu'.  It  would  hae  sunk  Sampson  on  the  morn- 
ing o'  the  day,  that  he  bore  aff  on  his  back  the  gates  o'  Oaza. 

Tickler. — ^Tell  us  all  about  it,  James. 

Shepard. — ^You  begin  to  hate  and  be  sick  o'  things  that  used  to  be 
maist  deligbtfu'  sic  as  the  sky,  and  streams,  and  hills  the  ee  and  voice, 
and  haun  and  breast  o'  woman.  You  dauner  about  the  doors,  dour 
and  dowie,  and  are  seen  sittin'  in  nyeucks  and  comers,  wharo 
there  's  little  licht,  no  mindin'  the  cobwebs,  or  the  spiders  them- 
selves drappin'  dawn  amang  your  unkempt  hair. 

You  hae  nae  appeteet ;  and  if  by  ony  chance  you  think  you  could 
tak  a  mouthfu'  o'  a  particular  dish,  you  splutter  H  out  again,  as  if 
were  bitter  ashes.  You  canna  say  that  youre  unwill  either,  bat 
Just  a  wee  sickness — tongue  furry  asif  you  had  beenlicking  a  muff 
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or  a  mftwidii— «nd  joti  observe,  frae  folk  staunin'  weel  back  wben 
Toa  happen  to  speak  to  them — which  is  no  often — that  yonr 
oieath's  bad,  thongh  a  week  before  it  was  as  caller  as  clover.  Von 
more  mair  than  jou  sleep — and  dream  wi'  your  een  open — ^nglj,  con- 
fosed,  mean,  stupit,  nnimaginative  dreams,  like  those  o'  a  dmnk 
dunce  imitatin'  a  Noctes — and  that's  about  the  wurst  thing  o'  a' 
the  complaint,  that  jon're  ashamed  o'  yoarsel'  and  begin  to  fear 
thai  yon're  no  the  man  you  ance  thocht  yonrsel',  when  in  health 
■hootin'  groose  on  the  hills,  or  listerin'  sawmon. 

Ncrth, — ^The  jaundice  that,  James,  of  a  man  of  genius — of  the 
author  of  the  Queen's  Wake. 

Shepard. — Wad  ye  believe  it,  sir,  that  I  was  ashamed  of  Kilz- 
meny  ?  A'  the  poems  I  ever  writ  seemed  trash — rubbish — fuilyie 
—and  as  for  prose— even  my  verra  articles  in  Maga — Shepard's 
Calender  and  a' — waxed  havers — like  something  in  the  Metropoli- 
tan Quarterly  Magazine,  the  stnpitest  o'  a  'created  periodicab,  and 
BOW  deader  than  a'  the  nails  in  Nebuchadnezzar's  coffin. 

Nhfih,  '-The  disease  must  have  been  at  its  climax  then,  my  dear 
James. 

Skepard. — Na,  na,  na ;  it  was  far  frae  the  climax.  I  tuk  'to  the 
Indy  and  never  luckit  out  frae  the  coortains  for  a  fortnight — gettin* 
fl^nmmier  and  glummier  in  sense  and  sowl,  heart,  mind,  body  and 
estate— eatin'  little  or  naething,  and  wud  ye  believe  it  ?  sick,  and 
like  to  scunner  at  the  verra  name  o'  whusky. 

North. — ^Thank  God,  I  knew  nothing  of  all  this,  James.  I 
ooold  not  have  borne  the  thought,  much  less  the  sight,  of  such 
total  prostration,  or  rather  perversion,  of  your  understanding. 

Sktpard, — Wearied  and  worn  out  wi'  lyin'  in  the  bed,  I  got  up 
wi*  some  sma'  assistance  frae  wee  Jamie,  God  bless  him  1  and  telt 
tbem  to  open  the  shutters.  What  a  sicht  1  A'  faces  as  yellow  's 
jdlow  lillies,  like  the  parchment  o'  an  auld  drum  head  I  Ghastly 
were  they,  and  a'  when  they  leunch  ;  yet  seemed  insensible  o'  their 
oorp-like  ane — I  mean»  a  corp  that  has  died  o'  some  unnatural 
diaeaaey  and  been  keepit  ower  lang  abune  graun'  in  close  weather, 
tba  carpenter  having  gotten  drunk,  and  botched  the  coffin.  I  ca'd 
for  the  glass — and  my  ain  face  was  the  warst  o'  the  hail  set. 
Whites  o'  een  I  They  were  the  color  o'  dandelions,  or  jrellow  yold- 
rins.  I  was  feared  to  wash  my  face,  lest  the  water  grew  ochre. 
TliAt  the  jaundice  was  in  the  house  was  plain  ;  but  whether  it  was 
me  only  that  had  it,  or  a'  the  rest  likewise,  was  mair  than  I  cud 
tell.  That  the  yellow  I  saw  was  na  in  them,  but  in  me,  was  hard 
to  believe,  when  I  lucket  on  them  ;  yet  I  thocht  on  green  specks, 
mnd  the  stained  wundows  in  Windermere  station,  and  reasoned  wi' 
mysel'  that  the  discoloration  must  be  in  in  my  lens,  or  pupil,  or 
optio  nerve,  or  apple,  or  ba'  o'  the  ee  ;  and  that  I,  James  Hogg, 
the  Ettrick  Shepherd,  was  The  Jaundice. 

IlckUr. — Your  portrait,  colored  from^nature,  James,  would  have 
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been  inestimable  in  after  ages,  and  given  rise  to  much  arginneBt 
among  tbe  learned  about  your  origin — ^the  country  of  your  birtb. 
Ton  must  bave  looked  cousin  german  to  tbe  Oreen  Man  and  BtiU. 

Shepherd. — ^I  stoittered  to  tbe  door,  and,  just  as  I  feared*  the 
Yarrow  was  as  yellow  as  a  rotten  egg — a'  tbe  bolms  tbe  color  o'  a 
Cockney's  play  going  gloves — tbe  skies,  like  tbe  dirty  ot^bre,  wa  'i 
o'  a  cbange  bouse — tbe  cluds  like  buckskin  breeks — and  tbe  sun, 
tbe  micbty  sun  bimself,  wjia  lends  tbe  rainbow  its  buea,  and  is 
never  tbe  poorer,  looked  at  me  witb  a  disconsolate  aspeck,  as  moch 
as  to  say,   *'  James,  James,  is  it  tbou  or  I  tbat  bas  the  jaundice  V* 

Tickler. — Better  tban  tbe  best  bits  of  Abemetby  in  tbe  Laiioet» 
Nortb. 

Shepherd. — Just  as  I  was  gaun  to  answer  tbe  Sun,  tbe  Tickdolla- 
roose  attacked  baitb  o'  my  cbeeks — a'  my  face,  lips,  cbin,  nose, 
brow,  lugs,  and  crown  and  back  o'  my  bead, — tbe  Angeena  Pecto- 
ris brougbt  on  tbe  Heart-Collapse, — and  tbere  tbe  tbree,  tbe  Tide, 
ibe  Angeena,  and  tbe  Jaundice,  a'  fell  on  me  at  once,  like  three 
BInglisb,  Scotch,  and  Eerisb  regiments  stormin  a'  fort,  and  alaqgh- 
terin,  their  way  wi'  the  beggonet  on  to  tbe  citadel. 

North. — That  you  are  alive  at  this  blessed  hour,  my  dearest  James, 
almost  exceeds  belief,  and  I  begin  to  suspect  tbat  you  are  not  flisk 
and  blood, — a  mere  appearance.     {Nactee  Ambrosianm,) 


We  inTiie  the  attention  of  the  State  Society  to  the  following  card  Apom 
the  Secretary. — £d. 

Sandubkt,  July  22,  1857. 

Editor  qf  Lancet: — The  Committer  of  Publication  haye  contracted  fiir 
the  printing  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society  and 
the  work  is  in  progress.  The  expense,  will  probably,  considerably  ex* 
eeed  the  amount  of  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer.  There  are  many 
members,  who  haye  not  paid  the  annual  assessments,  and  if  these  would 
pay  the  amount  of  their  indebtedness,  the  necessary  amount  would  be  at 
hand  to  meet  all  expense.    The  Society  adopted  the  following  resolotion : 

**Retolved,  That  a  list  of  the  members  of  the  Society  be  published, 
with  the  Transactions  of  the  present  session,  and  that  each  dslmqmnt 
name  be  designated  bj  a  star  (*)  with  the  proper  explanation.*' 

Will  you  be  kind  enough,  in  your  next  number,  to  call  the  attention  of 
delinquents  to  the  subject.  The  Committee  haye  suggested  me  to  famiak 
the  list,  which  I  shall  withhold  to  the  latest  moment  possible,  with  the 
hope  that  many  will  yet,  escape  that  star.    Tours,  &c. 

CHA'S  COCHRAN,  Treuurer 

O.  S.  Med.  Sotie^. 
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JBxtedum  of  the  Read  of  the  Eumerus.  By  Geo.  C.  Black- 
UAKj  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Medical  College 
of  Ohioy  and  Surgeon  to  the  Commercial  Hospital. 

Yelpeaa  informs  us  in  his  work  on  Operative  Surgery,  that 
as  long  ago  as  the  year  1740,  Thomas,  a  surgeon  of  Pezenas, 
published  an  account  of  a  case,  in  which  the  head  of  the 
humerus,  affected  with  necrosis,  had  been  successfully  remoy- 
ed.    Notwithstanding  the  numerous  instances  which  have 
nnce  occurred  on  the  Continent  of  Europe  and  in  Great 
Britain,  according  to  Professor  Smith  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  this  operation  has  not  often  been  performed 
by  murgeons  in  the  United  States.    In  his  system  of  Opera- 
tiye  Surgery,  bearing  date  of  1855,  Vol.  IL,  p.  883,  he  re* 
marks  that  the  only  cases  he  has  found  reported  were,  one  by 
Dr.  Hunt  of  Washington,  D.  C,  and  another  of  a  partial 
character  by  Dr.  Pinkney,  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,    My  dia- 
tinguished  friend.  Dr.  Chas.  Tripler,  U.  S.  A.,  has  given  me 
the  details  of  one  in  which  he  successfully  operated,  but 
beeidea  these,  I  am  not  able  to  refer  to  any  in  the  practice  of 
American  surgeons.    The  following  case,  reported  by  Dr, 
VOL.  XVIII. — 86. 
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Wm.  Hays,  irho,  as  resident  surgeon,  had  charge  of  the  after 
treatment,  may  possess  some  interest. 

Richard  Pierce,  a  lad  aged  5  years,  was  admitted  into  the 
Commercial  Hospital,  April  17th.  His  mother  states  that 
some  months  previous  to  his  admittance,  while  playing  with 
his  brother,  he  fell,  striking  his  right  shoulder  against  a  rod^ 
No  particular  notice  was  taken  of  the  accident,  until  three 
weeks  afterwards,  when  tumefaction  began  in  the  axilla,  at- 
tended with  considerable  pain.  Emollients  were  applied,  but 
the  tumefaction  increased,  and  in  about  three  months  after  its 
first  appearance  the  abscess  opened,  with  a  discharge  of  a 
sero-purulent  character. 

At  the  time  of  his  admission,  the  lad  was  in  pretty  good 
health,  but  not  as  good  as  it  was  previous  to  the  injury. 
There  was  considerable  tumefaction  in  the  axilla  as  well  as 
in  the  deltoid  region ;  a  fistulous  opening  connecting  the  ax- 
illa with  the  head  of  the  humerus  and  glenoid  cavity,  from 
which  there  was  a  constant  discharge.  The  mobility  of  the 
limb  was  very  slight,  the  patient  being  unable  to  abduct  the 
elbow,  or  to  lift  the  hand  to  the  head. 

The  pain  being  so  great,  the  discbarge  so  excessive,  and 
the  lad's  general  health  seeming  to  fail,  on  the  6th  of  June, 
Prof.  Blackman  decided  to  operate. 

The  patient  having  been  brought  under  the  influence  of 
chloroform,  the  head  of  the  bone  was  exposed  by  making  a 
triangular  flap  which  detached  the  deltoid  muscle.  It  proved 
to  foe  in  a  carious  condition  as  well  as  the  upper  extremity 
of  the  shaft,  about  an  inch  of  the  latter  requiring  removal, 
which  was  easily  effected  by  means  of  a  small  Lucres  saw. 
The  glenoid  cavity  was  also  involved,  and  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  it  was  removed  with  the  "  bone-gnawing"  forceps, 
which  Prof.  B.  regards  as  a  very  valuable  instrument  inmost 
operations,  for  detaching  small  portions  of  dead  bone. 

The  wound  was  covered  with  cold  water  dressing,  and  Fox*s 
apparatus  for  fracture  of  the  clavicle  applied.  The  wound 
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healed  kindly,  and  on  the  fourth  day  after  the  operation,  the 
stitches  were  removed. 

Aug.  10th.  The  wound  has  healed  without  an  untoward 
symptom.  The  lad  is  in  good  health,  and  has  pretty  good 
uito  of  the  limb,  being  able  to  abduct  the  elbow  or  lift  the 
hand  to  his  head. 

He  is  ready  for  his  discharge,  and  there  can  be  no  ques- 
tion that  in  the  course  of  a  few  months  he  will  have  nearly 
the  perfect  use  of  his  arm. 


•  •  m  • 


Bemarke  an  the  Catues  and  Treatment  of  IntermiUent  Fever. 
By  J.  K.  Black,  M.  D.,    Lmnville,  0. 

The  common  occurrence  and  unfatal  character  of  this  dis* 
ease — ^together  with  the  unanimity  of  authoritative  works  on 
the  best  mode  of  treatment,  are  circumstances  that  may  seem 
to  militate  against  any  further  additions  to  its  literature.  Yet 
no  one  familiar  with  its  often  intracticable  form,  its  obstinate 
and  dangerous  sequilae,  and  the  intense  prejudice  existing 
among  the  mass  of  sufferers  against  the  sulphate  of  quinia, 
wiU  fi^  to  heed  with  interest  any  facts,  or  opinions,  that  may 
tend  to  enhance  our  control  of  the  one,  and  overcome  the 
embittered  prejudice  of  the  other. 

Furthermore,  with  the  intent  iJf  encouraging  observation 
and  reducing  its  results,  some  arguments  will  be  given  that 
support  the  views  the  writer  entertains  of  the  peculiar  and 
ultimate  causes  of  malaria,  (published  at  length  in  the  New 
York  Journal  of  Mediciney  for  March,  1854)  in  which,  although 
unsupported  by  direct  experiment,  are  nevertheless  in  unison 
with,  and  founded  on,  the  results  of  experimental  observation. 
Eight  years'  reflection  and  examination  of  the  subject,  have 
but  served  to  confirm  my  opinion  of  their  correctness,  and  it 
is  only  required  to  apply  those  rigid  tests  of  the  Baconian 
method,  over  an  extended  field,  for  their  establishment  or 
overthrow. 
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The  past  has  constantly  shown  more  or  less  saperstitioii 
among  the  cultivators  of  each  branch  of  science,  thongh  in 
no  one  are  the  circumstances  that  fttvor  its  development  m<Mre 
numerous  than  in  that  of  medicine.  The  ancient  world,  whea 
stricken  with  terror  or  overawed  by  pending  calamities  of  a 
mysterious  origin,  were  not  slow  in  attributing  them  to  aa 
occult,  intangible  or  god-like  agent.  They  seem  to  have  been 
unwilling  or  incapable  of  tracing  the  long  chain  of  intricate 
and  silent  causes,  that  generate  and  mature  the  nuclena  of 
disease.  Their  minds  fortified  by  peculiar  philosophical  views, 
were  readier  to  receive  any  doctrine  that  accounted  for  terri- 
ble visitations  from  an  external  and  immediate,  rather  than  a 
mediate  origin.  The  consternation  excited  by  the  rsvagea  of 
pestilential  diseases,  excited  the  devout  polytheism  to  ingen- 
ious efforts  to  attribute  them  to  supernatural  influence,  or 
with  the  less  pious,  to  some  perturbation  of  the  physieal 
elements. 

The  ancient  example  of  constantly  searching  for  the  souree 
of  most  of  human  ills  in  the  natural  operations  of  outward 
and  benign  laws  is  most  implicitly  fellowed  in  modem  times. 
Earth,  air,  and  sky,  in  short,  the  whole  arcana  of  nature  have 
been  closely  examined  in  order  to  discover  the  occult  nidus 
of  some  very  prevalent  disorders.    Any  thing  short  of  a 
prime  and  external  cause  specially  evolved  by  nature  for  man's 
affliction  is  not  to  be  entertained.   Incredulous  reasoners  may 
never  bestow  a  thought  on  the  suggestion  that  mayhap  a 
large  share  of  human  ills  are  due  to  our  attempts  to  forestall 
nature,  to  live,  not  in  accordance  with  her  laws,  but  our  own, 
and  that  in  the  beautiful  and  precise  operations  of  physical 
law,  are  found,  but  secondary  causes  operating  upon  enfeebled 
and  degenerate  beings. 

To  us  it  seems  an  error  in  principle,  an  error  in  fact,  to 
charge  the  blame  of  disease  continually  upon  causes  over 
which  we  have  but  little  control.  The  sweeping  north-west 
wind  of  the  vernal  months  is  productive  of  at  least  seventy-five 
per  cent  more  ailment  upon  human,  than  any  other  form  of 
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ftnimal  life.  This  is  the  more  marked  in  proportion  to  the  en- 
feebled and  disordered  condition  of  the  organism.  The  deli- 
cate consumptive  suffers  acutely  from  the  slightest  change, 
and  the  pampered  offspring  of  the  wealthy  and  luxurious  in 
our  chief  cities,  though  sedulously  guarded  from  atmospheric 
changes,  are  notoriously  li^le  to  premature  death.  Were 
half  the  attention  paid  to  an  obedience  to  physiological  law, 
that  is,  to  the  varieties  of  temperature,  our  race  would  unques- 
tionably be  gainers  in  point  of  health  and  longevity.  Errone- 
ous as  it  is  to  lay  to  the  operations  of  outward  and  natural 
law  ailments  such  as  these,  it  is  as  much  so  to  maintain  that 
a  special  poison,  miasm  or  malarious  exhalation  is  generated, 
as  it  would  appear  specially  for  man's  affliction.  The  econo- 
my of  nature,  as  we  become  more  conversant  with  her  phen- 
cmena,  uniformly  inculcates  the  doctrine  that  her  operations 
are  salutary,  and  tend  to  the  welfare  of  all  organic  forms, 
which  are  but  the  result  ot  her  laws,  under  the  creative  fiat 
of  the  Great  First  Cause. 

A  form  of  life  fitted  and  developed  in  accordance  with  the 
eiicumstances  of  its  abode,  cannot  rationally  be  supposed  to 
be  capable  in  its  original  vigor  of  harm  from  these  conditions. 
As  long  as  these  circumstances  obtain,  and  the  animated  ex- 
istence, obeys  true  physiological  laws,  more  or  less  immunity 
from  disease  will  be  the  reward.  But  if  the  being  infringes 
only  where  it  well  can,  viz.,  against  the  obvious  teachings  and 
designs  of  nature — ^then  the  suffering  will  be  meted  out  in 
due  proportion,  even  down  to  the  third  and  fourth  genera- 
tions. It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  when  the  physical  elements 
are  so  disordered  as  to  endanger  or  destroy  life,  all  beings 
that  come  within  their  immediate  influence  suffer  in  common, 
there  being  no  exceptions  to  their  operation.  It  is  otherwise 
when  man  is  the  aggressor.  Here  being  endowed  with  unequal 
constitution,  and  sinning  against  natural  law  in  every  con- 
ceivable degree  and  manner,  we  find  disorders  and  disease  in 
an  infinity  of  grades  and  of  endless  complications.  The  more 
tbcNroi^  the  inquiry  into  nature^  tlie  more  does  it  appear  that 
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her  laws  are  all  beneficent,  her  action,  harmony,  and  her  ten- 
dency toward  a  more  perfect  developement.  The  qneetion  of 
the  origin  of  human  ills  might  well  rest  on  such  a  broad  bams, 
and  let  man  bring  it  home  to  himself,  and  foreyer  remember 
that  nature  is  more  sinned  against  than  sinning. 

Of  all  the  causes  that  predispose  to  the  disease  under  con- 
sideration, the  most  influential  is,  the  unaodimated  conditiaD 
of  the  great  mass  of  sufferers.  Nor  is  this  acclimation  the 
work  of  a  few  years  as  some  would  seem  to  imply.  Tlie 
peculiarities  of  American  soil,  regimen  and  climatic  influence, 
are  slowly  and  imperceptibly  begetting  a  nationality  in 
contour,  in  complexion,  in  temperament,  in  character,  in  dis- 
ease, and  an  adaptability  to  exterior  influences  which  will 
require  centuries  to  perfect.  Space  will  not  permit  an  en- 
largement on  this  head.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  brawny 
California  miner  as  he  contempli^tes  with  ague  shaking  teeth 
the  nude  Indian  of  that  country,  is  led  to  wonder  why  the 
red  skin  is  not  chilled  by  ague— why  his  spleen  is  not  indura- 
ted like  that  of  the  pale  face  ?  Or  the  observer  on  the  saran- 
nas  and  rice  fields  of  the  south  may  ponder  on  the  immuni^ 
of  the  African  from  intermittents,  and  thoughtfully  ask  with 
Prof.  Dickson — "  Who  ever  saw  a  negro  with  an  ague  cake  ?" 

Superadd  to  the  above  potent  cause  the  numberless  vicious 
habits  and  enfeebling  customs  that  prevail  in  all  civilized  com- 
munities, and  there  should  be  little  wonder  that  marked  and 
sudden  vicissitudes  of  temperature  or  of  any  element  having 
an  intimate  relation  with  life,  should  produce  the  most  dele- 
terious results. 

Caloric  is  by  far  the  most  powerful  and  characteristic 
feature  of  any  other  climatic  condition.  It  is  to  be  regarded 
as  the  main  and  most  influential  of  vital  stimuli.  Its  abrupt 
and  irregular  negation  is  justly  looked  upon  as  one  of  the 
most  prominent  if  not  the  sole  cause  of  the  idiopathic  phleg- 
masia. Its  daily  periodical  negation  we  place  as  the  tme 
canse  of  intermittents. 

Under  an  almost  vertical  sun  certain  physiological  functioiis 
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mre  brought  into  undue  activity  daring  the  day,  to  be,  daring 
the  succeeding  night  as  unduly  depressed.  A  regular  noc- 
turnal depression  of  from  20^  to  40^  cannot  but  exercise  a 
most  powerful  influence  on  those  exposed  and  not  inured  to 
it«  It  is  precisely  in  situations  £BtYorable  to  such  yariations 
that  intermittents  are  found  most  prevalent.  Whatever  favors 
the  increase  of  heat  during  the  day  and  its  speedy  dispersion 
at  night  will  accordingly  show  an  abundance  of  intermittent 
fever.  It  has  been  demonstrated  that  soils  rich  in  organic 
remains,  and  abounding  in  humidity  will  attain  a  very  high 
temperature  during  the  day  and  a  very  low  one  at  night, 
compared  with  argillaceous  and  elevated  lands.  The  places 
visited  by  the  earliest  and  latest  frosts  and  the  heaviest  dews 
also  attest  the  same  fact.  The  human  body,  exposed  to  these 
exaltations  and  depressions  day  after  day,  and  night  after 
night,  will  soon  daguerreotype  their  precise  effects  on  it,  con- 
centrated in  time  and  intensified  in  degree.  We  will  conclude 
this  sketch  by  a  comparison  of  this  peculiar  poison  hypothe- 
sis, as  explanatory  of  some  leading  points  which  experience 
has  made  familiar. 


ALHSRNAXB  HLEVAHON  AND  DEPRESSION. 


TivrsKATcrmi  Hrponmti. 
liL  Tbert  It  unqaegtionaUe  eTidenoetbal 
diQy  ofaMifet  of  tempcratare  do  oeoar 
t  of  the  effccto  etakimod. 


Si.  Dopff  Ion  of  temp«nkiire  being  nociar- 
Mlf  a  foUowt  that  expoeore  at  that  time  ie  the 


to  be  apprehended. 
3d.  The  eooling  of  the  earth  bj  radiation 
~       to  the  greafeit  degree  thoee  itrata  of  air 
ootttignooa  to  It ;  iMnoe  peraoni  lodging 
the  grovnd  ioffer  more  than  thoee  more 


4th.  A  bodjr  of  water  affords  protection  be- 
— ■■  ita  aaperlnoiiabeot  air  It  cooler  daring 
llMd«ir  and  warmer  daring  the  night  than  that 
•fv  the  a4ioinlng  landa. 

Sih.  Treea  prerent  noctomal  radiation  In 
Hvportion  to  the  denaeneae  of  their  foUage. 
BaMoe  their  protecting  power. 

ilh.  Daring  a  dqr  oeaoon  diamal  Tarlatlon 
if  not  marked.  Hamldi^  In  the  eoO  la  eaten- 
del  to  nightljr  deprettlon,  and  oontlnaed  heat 
•■If  gfrea  the  tjitcai  greater  procllTitar  to  y\- 


Tlh.  A  tCQl,  eonflaed,  clear  and  hamid  at- 
M^hert  rvnarkabbf  fkrort  the  accomolated 
of  radiation,  therebj  thowlng  how  loter- 
■ra  often  oooflned  to  oertaln  limited 


HALAEioct  HTromma. 
Itt  There  It  no  eridence  of  Ita  ezMenoe  ex- 
cept from  atsumed  effecta. 

9d.  The  poiton  being  erolred  bj  the  tan 
daring  the  dv«  i*  coocentratedt  attracted,  or 
tet  free  Iqr  the  fogt  and  dew  of  night. 

3d.  It  le  takl  to  lore  the  groandCDr.  Wataon ) 
to  poetett  an  aAol^  for  jnoltture,  or  It  It  at- 
tamed  to  be  of  greater  qpeoUio  graTltj  than  the 
atmoephere. 

4th.  Water  abtorbe,  reCalnt,  or  dlttolret  the 
poiton  ttit  pattet  orer  It  andthaadeprireatha 
air  of  Itt  ohnozioaa  element. 

5th.  Treet,  e^edally  the  pine  (Drake)  ab- 
torb  or  neatraUae  the  poiaon  ui  ttttranalt. 

Qth.  A  drooth,  followed  bj  warm  ralna  CtTcn 
the  erolntloo  of  malarfau  becaate  the  planta 
that  peridi goring  theiormer  decaj  daring  the 
latter. 

7th.  The  poiaon  after  being  CTohred  bj  the 
eon  retamt  or  aceamalatea  at  certain  polnia 
daring  the  night,  (deeplte  the  law  of  dlflhtleB 
of  gaaeont  lobetMioea  to  the  oontraqr.) 


658  BLACK-^lntermUtrnt  Fever. 


etb.  It  hM  bett  obMnred  tiuil  la  trople&l 
oountriM  eodemio  efforta  are  rare  during  tbe 
eonttnaaaoe  oftlie  raine.  bat  trmOj  taareaae 
after  they  hare  eoaaed.  Bxplained  bj  tbe  fkct 
Ihatdofiaf  the  farmer,  radtetioa  ia  auapended 
bot  daring  the  latter  greatlj  inoreaaed. 

9th.  The  baUdlnga  ofetoimoroltj  dhnln- 
iab  in  a  remarkable  degreei  nocturnal  radiation, 

and  henoe  their  protoctiTe  power  ia  low  aunlv 
iltiutioiii. 


8ih.  TkB  vaMr  diM)lf«i  Iha  1 
it  in  eolation,  after  they  bare  been  craponeatf 
ae  flw  aa  to  be  eoibled  no  hmger  to  r 


proceeda  of  TegeUble  palrelbetioB  ie  tbe 
fart  -     -  — 


the  Inoreaae  of  ndaamatia  eiieeli.  (W«e4k) 

9th.  The  proleelloa  of  ttidi  and  ■afiplilfc 

hlRb  houaea  la  a  rery  **  eztraordlDary  m** 


(Wooda)  and  iaexptalaied  tr  one  aa  the  meattaf 
of  tnoompattblee,  by  another  aa  tbe  ialerrvp- 
tion  the  hooaee  oOiBr  to  heriaontal  camalaef 
air.  (Oopeland.) 

Finally,  in  the  mountainous  region  of  California,  intermit- 
tent fever  is  the  prevailing  disease  ;  scores  irho  resisted  the 
malaria  of  the  rich  Mississippi  valley  succombed  to  that  of 
that  country.  Bat  is  there  malaria  in  the  air  of  California, 
where  it  is  proverbial  for  its  purity,  for  its  dry  and  bracing 
character,  and  where  dew  and  fogs  are  unlmown  ?  The  wri- 
ter never  suffered  from  ague  until  towards  the  close  of  the 
dry  season  (which  lasts  about  eight  months  of  the  year)  in  the 
mountainous  district  of  that  country.  What  is  true  of  my 
case  is  true  of  scores  of  others  that  came  under  my  direct 
observation.  So  obstinate  did  it  often  prove  as  to  resist  all 
curative  means,  and  recovery  was  only  to  be  obtained  by  re- 
turning to  the  rich  valley  of  the  Ohio.  But  how  is  this  to  be 
explained  ?  Simply  by  the  great  and  marked  depression  of 
temperature  that  occurs  every  night,  by  cold  bleak  winds 
from  the  snow  capped  mountains. 

The  treatment  of  intermittent  fever  is  thought  by  some  to 
be  the  best  attainable,  and  were  it  not  for  perhaps  the  well 
founded  prejudice  against  the  use  of  quinine,  and  its  high 
price,  there  might  be  but  little  hope  of  superceding  its  use 
in  practice.  The  great  and  often  indiscriminate  use  of  qui- 
nine, has  brought  about  a  furor  against  it  of  which  I  am  con- 
vinced there  is  some  truth,  but  more  exaggeration.  Various 
agents  have  recently  been  proclaimed  to  be  equal  to  it  in 
efficiency,  and  far  more  harmless  in  their  constitutional  results. 
Of  these,  sulphate  of  cinchonia,  and  chinoidine  are,  accord- 
ing to  my  experience,  the  most  entitled  to  consideration. 
The  latter  when  first  brought  into  use  in  this  section  some 
two  years  ago  was  as  successful  in  arresting  the  paroxysm  as 
could  be  desired.    Its  convenient  form,  readily  made  into 
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pills  by  exposing  it  to  a  slightly  elevated  temperature,  or  of 
forming  a  concentrated  solution  in  alcohol,  together  with  its 
tasteless  quality,  made  it  appear  as  if  irorthy  to  supercede 
the  sulphate  of  quinia.  It  had  the  advantage  of  producing 
no  unpleasant  cerebral  symptoms  like  the  latter,  but  would 
often  cause  no  little  gastric  distress  and  nausea.  Of  late, 
owing  probably  to  the  cnpidity  or  carelessness  of  the  manu- 
facturers, it  does  not  possess  its  former  efficiency.  It  rarely 
arrests  the  first  paroxysm  and  sometimes  not  the  second, 
unless  given  in  such  doses  as  to  cause  great  gastric  disturb- 
ance. 

A  more  reliable  remedy  is  the  sulphate  of  cinchonia,  when 
given  in  full  and  sustained  doses,  four  grains  every  three 
licmrs,  until  twenty-four  are  taken.  I  have  not  seen  any 
prominent  disorder  of  the  stomach  from  its  employment,  the 
chief  symptom  being  a  sense  of  cerebral  fullness,  with  a  strong 
somnolent  tendency,  and  this  only  when  given  in  unusually 
large  doses. 

The  full  power  of  chinoidine  seems  to  impress  itself  upon 
liie  stomach,  and  the  cinchonia  upon  the  cerebrum.  These 
opposite  organic  tendencies  led  me  to  combine  them,  and  thus 
bmve  a  remedy  possessing  more  of  the  major  principles  of  the 
cinchonia  bark  in  a  concentrated  form.  So  far,  the  combina- 
tion has  done  exceedingly  well  in  my  hands.  It  is  most 
conveniently  administered  in  pills,  composed  of  chinoidine, 
eighteen  grains,  sulphate  of  cinchonia,  six  grains,  with  ten 
or  twelve  doses  of  impure  oil  of  black  pepper,  and  divided 
into  twelve  pills,  two  to  be  taken  every  two  hours,  beginning 
twelve  hours  before  the  time  of  the  expected  chill.  By  ex- 
posing the  chinoidine  to  a  moderate  heat,  it  assumes  the  liquid 
fnrm — in  which  state  the  other  ingredients  are  readily  mixed, 
and  the  whole  made  into  pilular  form.  This  is  usually  suf- 
ficient to  arrest  the  chill,  although  something  depends  upon 
tiie  degree  of  purity  of  the  chinoidine.  But  it  is  seldom,  be 
that  as  it  may,  that  a  larger  quantity  than  the  above  is  re- 
qnired  for  the  arrest. 
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A  Caie  of  Ft$tuhu9  Ulcer  Bunning  into  the  Ixfi  Qrcm^ 
By  O.  P.  Hachenbbrg,  M.  D.,  Springfield,  O. 

In  1853,  Miss  — — ,  setas  20,  of  a  Bcrofnloiis  habit,  with  a 
phthisical  predisposition,  had  a  chronic  fistolons  nicer  of  two 
years  standing,  running  into  the  left  groin,  obliqnely  towards 
the  external  iliac  artery.  She  passed  through  the  hands  of 
several  surgeons,  but  the  knife  was  never  used,  owing  to  the 
situation  and  length  of  the  sinus* 

When  the  case  came  under  my  care,  the  sinus  admitted  a 
probe  to  the  depth  of  about  four  inches.  The  orifice  was  cal- 
lous, about  half  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  was  kept  besmeared 
with  a  sero-purulent  matter.  There  was  not  much  tender- 
ness by  probing,  but  the  patient  complained  of  pain  when 
walking.  '  Her  health  did  not  seem  to  be  seriously  impaired; 
she  looked  pale  and  chlorotic,  was  somewhat  irregular  in  her 
menstrual  flow,  with  a  tendency  to  constipation  of  the 
bowels. 

I  gave  her  aperients,  and  chalybeates,  and  had  her  use 
caustic  and  absorbent  injections  into  the  sinus.  But,  after 
this  course  of  treatment  for  a  few  months,  not  finding  much, 
if  any  benefit  resulting  from  it,  I  resolved  to  lay  open  the 
sinus  with  the  knife.  By  an  examination,  there  was  detected 
in  the  bottom  of  the  sinus,  by  using  considerable  pressure 
with  the  probe,  a  distinct  pulsation,  the  bulb  of  the  probe 
resting  in  the  neighborhood  of  an  artery.  In  a  like  manner 
the  epigastric  or  one  of  its  branches  was  discovered  crossing 
the  sinus  superiorly,  not  far  from  its  opening.  In  making 
a  deep  incision  towards  the  abdomen,  I  divided  the  latter. 
There  followed  a  good  deal  of  hemorrhage,  which,  however, 
was  controlled  by  torsion  and  compression. 

I  kept  the  orifice  open  for  some  time  by  the  charpie,  cau- 
terizing the  bottom  of  the  ulcer  firom  time  to  time  with  a  con- 
centrated argentine  solution.  But  the  bottom  did  not  heal, 
and  in  a  few  weeks  the  orifice  became  contracted  by  granula- 
tion, nearly  to  its  original  dimension.  I  made  a  second 
incision,  through  the  cicatrix  of  the  first,  and  after  giving  a 
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stable  form  to  the  orifice,  by  the  retention  of  lint,  I  took  a 
gntta  percha  cast  of  the  sinus.  This  cast  I  had  retained 
until  by  a  suppurative  absorption  the  pyogenic  membrane 
sufficiently  receded  to  allow  it  to  be  introduced  with  facility. 
I  made  a  hole  through  the  longitudinal  centre  of  the  plug, 
giving  it  the  appearance  of  the  following  cut : 


The  cast  was  retained  by  a  bandage,  and  a  free  vent  was 
secured  to  the  ichorous  excretion  from  the  bottom  of  the 
sinus.  The  tube  was  taken  out  three  times  a  day,  and  the 
sinus  thoroughly  washed  out  with  soap  and  astringent  waters. 
The  tincture  of  iodine  was  injected  every  third  day,  and  about 
every  fourth  day  a  bit  of  the  acute  point  of  the  tube  cut  off. 
The  patient  took  internally  cod-liver  oil,  and  the  phosphate 
of  lime,  two  and  three  times  a  day.  We  continued  this  treat- 
ment for  several  weeks,  and  the  sinus  evidently  filled  up  from 
the  bottom,  in  proportion  as  the  tube  was  shortened.  Leaving 
it  after  about  two  weeks  to  the  patient  to  clip  off  the  end  of 
the  tube,  she  in  her  eagerness  to  hasten  the  cure,  cut  the  end 
too  freely  and  frequently.  By  this  error,  the  terminal  end 
of  the  sinus  undoubtedly  again  become  collapsed,  thus  retain- 
ing excretions,  impeding  granulation  of  the  bottom  for  a  time. 

I  took  a  new  cast  as  before,  having  it  to  fit  firmly  against 
the  bottom  of  the  sinus.  It  was  excavated  as  the  one  before, 
and  used  in  the  same  manner,  except  the  clipping  off  of  the 
end  was  carried  on  with  less  rapidity.  The  process  of  granu- 
lation kept  pace  with  the  shortening  of  the  plug,  until  it  was 
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dimmisfaed  to  the  length  of  an  incL  The  tabe  waa  now 
entirely  omitted ;  a  charpie  was  introduced  with  oil  dreaaing, 
and  the  remaining  part  of  the  ainos  healed  up  almost  apon- 
taneonsly.  No  relapse  followed,  and  the  patient's  health  has 
been  ^^  exceedingly  good  erer  since.'' 


On  ihePaihohgy  and  Treatment  of  thai  form  of  DenUdDueoH 
connected  wUh  Pregnancy.    By  Wm.  A.  Pease,  Dentist. 

During  pregnancy  the  female  is  more  immediately  under 
the  care  of  her  accoucheur ;  he  sees  her  frequently,  and  that 
too  at  her  home.  She  consults  him  respecting  all  the  ailments 
to  which  she  is  subject,  and  if  tooth-ache  is  one  of  them  she 
looks  to  him  for  relief.  HI  health,  her  situation  and  a  cer- 
tain delicacy  conspire  to  make  her  rely  upon  him.  The 
consultation  of  her  dentist  implies  a  visit  to  his  office,  with 
consequent  exertion  and  more  or  less  public  exposure.  The 
skepticism  of  some  of  the  power  of  dental  skill  to  cure  tooth* 
ache,  a  fear  that  once  at  their  dentists  the  extraction  of  the 
tooth  will  be  demanded,  and  an  innate  shrinking  from  inform- 
ing him  that  in  their  present  situation  there  may  be  danger 
in  extraction,  together  with  an  exalted  state  of  their  nenraas 
system,  all  tend  to  keep  them  at  home  and  to  make  them 
endure  the  pain  or  trust  for  relief  to  the  limited  means  of 
their  medical  adviser.  Thus  the  accoucheur  generally  sees 
the  patient  first,  he  is  consulted,  advises  or  operates,  and  the 
tooth  is  lost  unless  she  has  a  dentist  competent  and  willing 
to  save  it. 

It  is  to  the  importance  of  saving  the  teeth  under  these 
circumstances  I  wish  to  call  especial  attention. 

There  are  two  diseases  of  the  dental  organs,  the  one 
occurring  after  the  other,  but  entirely  independent  of  it; 
via. :  odontitis  and  periostitis  ;  both  of  which  are  generally 
considered  sufficiently  serious  to  warrant  the  extraction  of 
the  aSected  tooth. 
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The  teeth  of  the  female  are  softer,  more  imperfect  in 
strnctare  and  more  liable  to  disease  than  the  males;  generally 
thej  occasion  her  more  tronble  and  she  loses  them  earlier,  as 
from  her  greater  irritability  and  their  friability,  plugging  is 
less  reliable  than  in  man's.  In  women  caries  oftener  exists 
on  the  inner  surface  of  the  teeth  than  in  man.  It  is  then 
more  diflBcult  to  eradicate  or  treat — ^more  important  as 
it  is  hidden  and  seldom  is  discovered  till  it  has  burrowed 
dc  eply  or  penetrated  to  the  nerve — ^more  serious  in  its  conse- 
quences, as  comparatively  few  treat  such  teeth  with  reference 
to  their  permanence,  and  besides,  the  adjoining  tooth  is 
generally  involved. 

If  such  a  tooth  has  been  extracted  or  plugged,  the  adjoin- 
ing tooth  has  either  a  cavity  or  the  enamel  has  been  struc- 
turally injured.  In  the  latter  case  it  is  manifested  by  a 
softening  or  roughness  of  the  enamel,  often  superficially  and 
Marcely  discemable  either  by  touch  or  color.  Soon  after 
die  exciting  cause  of  decay  has  been  removed  by  plugging  or 
oztracting  the  adjoining  tooth,  this  place  begins  to  change 
oolor,  if  the  remaining  teeth  are  moderately  healthy.  It  then 
becomes  quite  dark  or  black,  and  shows  clearly  the  extent 
the  enamel  has  been  injured.  This  dark  spot  or  ,stain,  even 
when  there  is  a  slight  cavity,  is  little  prejudicial  to  the  tooth 
except  as  a  point  more  liable  to  decay  from  any  exciting 
oaiise.  Active  caries  is  always  white  or  light  colored.  As 
eoon  as  a  carious  place  begins  to  become  dark  colored,  active 
decay  begins  to  cease.  If  it  continues  dark  colored,  or  black 
and  the  cavity  is  superficial,  it  may  remain  for  months  or 
years  without  material  increase ;  and  it  is  a  sign  that  the 
seeretions  of  the  mouth  are  healthy,  as,  light  colored  is  that 
they  are  impaired  or  acrid.  Care  should  be  taken,  however, 
to  discriminate  between  dark  colored  caries,  and  an  accidental 
a«eumulation  of  dark  colored  food  in  the  cavity.  Thus  in 
addition  to  the  natural  predisposition  of  the  teeth  of  females 
to  decay,  there  are  numerous  teeth  in  their  mouths  peculiarly 
liable  to  active  caries  from  previous  injuries. 
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If  we  make  a  further  examination  of  the  female  month  we 
will  find  that  it  oontains  another  large  and  important  daM 
of  teeth,  as  respects  her  health  and  liabili^  to  dental  irrita* 
tion.  It  consists  of  those  teeth  in  which  the  nenre  has  either 
been  destroyed  by  medicinal  preparations  and  left  remaining 
in  them,  or  it  has  died  spontaneously.    Many  of  these  teeth 
contain  superficial  plugs,  while  others  are  the  receptacle  of 
food  and  are  very  uncleanly.    Here  I  will  remark  that  die 
class  of  teeth,  in  which  the  nerve  has  been  destroyed  and  left 
remaining  in  them,  is  very  great,  and  that  most  of  Uiem  contain 
a  superficial  plug*    It  is  the  common  resort  of  empirical  and 
cheap  dentists,  when  the  teeth  are  tender  or  the  neire  if 
slightly  exposed,  to  destroy  the  nenre  and  plug  the  tooth. 
They  seem  quite  contented  if  they  can  remoTO  urgent  aymp- 
toms  to-day,  unmindful  that  by  so  doing  they  are  plaatiag 
the  seeds  of  more  serious  disease  for  the  future.    The  nerfe 
should  never  be  destroyed  (except  for  a  temporary  puipoee), 
unless  it  is  removed  from  the  tooth  and  the  nerve  canal  and 
tooth  are  immediately  plugged.    Thus  we  see  there  are 
abundant  elements  of  dental  irritation  in  the  mouths  of  most 
females,  waiting  for  a  favorable  condition  of  the  system  to 
give  them  trouble.   Pregnancy  supplies  that  condition.   Soon 
after  the  commencement  of  pregnancy,  the  teeth  containing 
dead  nerves  and  those  where  the  nerve  canal  is  open  to  the 
juices  of  the  mouth,  begin  to  be  irritable ;  they  protrude  from 
their   sockets;  in  consequence  of  which  they  can  be  but 
imperfectly  occluded;   they  oscillate  under  the  touch,  the 
gum  becomes  tumefied  and  fluctuation  is  soon  perceived.  All 
of  this  time  the  patient  has  sufiered  severely,  during  the  early 
part  of  it  from  periosteal  inflammation,  during  the  latter 
from  confined  pus.    Previous  to  the  inflammatory  stage, 
treatment  affords  the  most  satisfactory  results.   There  is  then 
no  disease  but  a  simple  irritation  easily  removed.   The  tooth 
generally  is  not  painful,  it  is  simply  sore  when  touched;  it 
is  longer  than  the  others,  so  that  the  mouth  can  be  with 
difficult  d^d.    This  arises  from  gas  confined  in  the  pulp 
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cayity.  Puncture  the  cavity  and  the  tooth  will  resume  its 
natural  position  and  the  trouble  is  temporarily  removed. 
Probably  the  best  treatment  for  periostitis  is  to  clean  out 
the  cavity  in  the  tooth,  if  then,  there  is  a  portion  of  bone 
between  the  cavity  and  the  nerve  canal,  puncture  it  with  a 
drill,  when  the  dead  nerve  or  whatever  the  cavity  contains 
should  be  removed  as  much  as  possible.  Direct  the  patient 
to  suck,  or  exhaust  the  air  repeatedly  from  the  cavity  with 
her  tongue.  If  leeches  are  at  hand  apply  them  to  the  gum ; 
if  not,  a  bit  of  cotton  wool  or  lint,  saturated  with  tine,  myrrh 
or  high  wines,  placed  on  the  labial  surface  of  the  gum  as  near 
the  apex  of  the  fang  as  possible,  will  be  found  useful.  This 
can  be  renewed  till  vesication  takes  place.  Then  a  bit  of 
cotton  wool  moistened  with  part  of  a  drop  of  creosote  should 
be  introduoed  into  the  nerve  canal,  and  allowed  to  remain 
there  a  longer  or  shorter  time  according  to  circumstances ; 
trat,  unless  the  nerve  canal  has  been  pretty  thoroughly 
eracuated  of  impurities,  the  tooth  will  not  tolerate  the 
doBure  of  the  external  orifice — ^the  cotton  must  be  loose  in 
the  cavity.  Avoid  poultices,  unless  there  is  evidence  of  too 
nnieh  pus  to  be  removed  by  absorption,  and  it  is  found  desir* 
aUe  to  bring  the  abscess  rapidly  to  a  head  in  a  place  favorable 
to  be  opened  from  the  inside  of  the  mouth. 

We  have  previously  mentioned  that  in  the  mouths  of  most 
women  there  are  teeth  with  black  or  dark  colored  places  upon 
them,  the  scars  of  some  previous  incipient  attack  of  caries. 
Here  disease  has  remained  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period 
dormant  Soon  after  the  commencement  of  pregnancy,  or, 
when  morning  sickness  begins  to  be  troublesome,  these  black, 
carious  spots  begin,  gradually  to  change  color.  They  look 
whiter  than  before,  as  caries  now  begins  to  be  active.  Other 
teeth,  when  favorably  situated,  are  next  attacked,  and  unless 
great  care  is  taken  to  prevent  it,  several  teeth'  are  soon 
aching  from  newly  exposed  nerves.  During  pregnancy  the 
teeth  should  be  brushed  several  times  a  day,  particularly 
before  retiring  at  night ;  at  which  time,  a  few  dro||p  of  tine. 
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myrrh  on  the  brash  is  very  Talnable.    For  the  treatment  of 
tooth-ache^  diagnosis  is  absolutely  indispensable,  ebe  mnch 
mischief  may  be  done.    The  indiscriminate  applicatiim  ef 
lotions,  adds  or  hot  preparations  to  the  teeth  can  not  be  too 
severely  condemned.    By  it  many  valQable  teeth  are  mined, 
and  those,  to  which  the  application  is  made,  are  often  ren- 
dered still  more  nnmanageable.    Eyery  prescription  ahonld 
be  for  a  definite  object  to  produce  a  definite  result ;  hence 
the  practitioner  must  have  a  clear  and  well  defined  idea  of 
the  nature  of  the  disease  and  the  effect  likely  to  be  prodneed 
by  a  giren  application.    What  is  suitable  for  odontitis  will 
generally  be  prejudicial  to  periostitis-*- they  are  Ma  emh 
i^art.    Soothing  applications  to  odontitis  are  of  little  Tilue, 
they  make  a  long  road  to  travel  have  many  sudden  and  pain- 
ful stops.    Nothing  but  the  absolute  extirpation  of  the  nerve 
vrtll  afford  permanent  relief^  and  it  must  be  managed  with 
great  care  or  periostitis  will  supervene.    Hence  a  dentist 
should  take  charge  of  such  cases,  if  one  can  be  found,  who 
has  made  the  pathology  of  the  mouth  a  study — a  mechanic 
whose  pride  and   chief  attention  are  directed  to  artificial 
dentures  should  be  kept  as  far  away  as  possible,  littie  good 
can  be  expected  from  him.    When  no  such  dentist  is  at  hand 
diagnose  the  disease.     If  it  prove  to  be  odontitis  use  pallia- 
tives till  one  can  be  obtained.    When  that  is  impossible  the 
tooth  had  better  be  extracted,  as  the  patient  will  probaUy 
suffer  firom  one  form  of  disease  or  another  during  pregnancy 
and  lactation^  by  which  time  the  tooth  will  have  crumbled 
away  or  become  of  litde  value. 

The  management  of  the  mouth  during  pregnancy  and 
lactation  demands  our  serious  attention.  Already  a  moiety 
of  our  women  wear  artificial  teeth  or  their  teeth  are  seriously 
impaired.  During  any  continued  erethysm  of  the  system,  as 
in  pregnancy,  the  teeth  decay  with  unwonted  rapidity.  Dr. 
Tyler  Smith  remarks  in  substance,  that  during  each  pregnancy 
most  women  lose  one  or  more  teeth,  and  that  too  in  England 
where  the  teeth  are  much  healthier  than  in  this  eountiy. 
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Attention  to  cleanliness  and  to  the  correction  of  the  secre- 
tions of  the  mouth  is  of  yerj  great  importance,  more  particu- 
larly as  ptjalism  is  sometimes  produced  bj  pregnancy.  A 
few  fangs  or  teeth  with  large  open  cavities  will  light  up  such 
an  inflammation  of  the  gum,  and  so  impair  the  secretions  of 
the  mouth)  that  the  woman  will  not  only  suffer  greatly,  but 
ahe  will  be  liable  to  lose  several  of  her  best  teeth.  When  the 
mouth  is  free  from  such  fangs  and  teeth,  and  proper  attention 
is  paid  to  cleanliness,  there  is  little  liability  to  disease,  and 
when  it  occurs  it  is  easily  managed.  In  healthy  mouths 
disease  of  the  teeth  is  occasional,  interrupted  rather  than 
continuous ;  it  has  its  periods  of  activity  and  passivity,  of 
rise,  culmination  and  decline.  To-day  it  is  dormant  as  in 
^hybernation,  to-morrow  increasing  like  the  rapid  growths 
of  summer. 

When  a  physician  is  engaged  to  attend  a  woman  in  the 
early  months  of  pregnancy,  he  will  often  confer  a  favor  on 
her  if  he  will  enquire  into  the  state  of  her  mouth,  and  if 
necessary  see  that  it  is  put  into  a  good  condition.  She  will 
bear  an  operation  much  better  then  than  when  her  nervous 
system  has  become  exhausted  from  long  continued  pain. 


On  the  Treatment  of  Scarlatina :  Extract  from  a  Clinical 
Lecture^  by  M.  Trousseau;  (Translated  from  the  Gazette 
Hehdomadaire  of  July  10th,  1857;  by  the  Editor.) 

After  alluding  to  the  milder  forms  of  Scarlatina,  and  the 
little  treatmAt  they  require,  M.  Trousseau  proceed3 : 

We  have  seen  that  in  Scarlatina,  and  especially  when  at  its  •* 

height,  patient's  seem  to  succomb  to  a  nervous  exaltation,  at 

least,  to  nervous  troubles  supervening  either  in  the  centres 

of  organic  life,  characterized  by  an  extraordinary  elevation  of 

temperature,  vomiting,  obstinate  diarrhse ;  or,  in  the  centres 

of  animal  life,  manifested  by  delirium,  subsultus  tendinum, 

eonvulsions,  or  stupor.    To  meet  these  symptoms  we  have  a 

vemedy.  the  advantages  of  which  have  been  fully  tested,  but  • 
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which  the  practitioner  can  not  recommend  without  feeling  at 
first  some  misgivings.  I  refer  to  the  cold  affosions  so  higUj 
extolled  by  Gurrie.  He  was  the  first  to  assign  to  this  remedj 
its  proper  place  in  our  therapeutics.  He  treated  a  largo 
number  of  cases,  and  obtained  considerable  success.  Encovr- 
aged  by  these  bold  attempts,  he  advocated  still  more  warmfy 
this  mode  of  treatment,  and  established  its  application  as  a 
general  rule  in  Scarlatina  accompanied  with  serious  nervous 
complications,  such  as  delirium,  convulsions,  diarrhea,  exoes- 
sive  vomiting,  and  great  heat  of  skin. 

How  should  this  remedy  be  administered  ?  The  patient, 
naked,  is  placed  in  an  empty  bath  tub,  and  three  or  four 
buckets  of  water,  at  a  temperature  of  20^  (centigrade,)  aro^ 
dashed  over  the  body.  This  operation  lasts,  at  the  longest, 
from  one  quarter  of  a  minute  to  a  minute ;  the  patient  is  then 
immediately  wrapped  in  blankets,  and  carried  to  bed,  when 
reaction  generally  comes  on  in  the  course  of  fifteen  or  twenty 
minutes.  The  affusions  are  applied  once  or  twice  during 
the  twenty-four  hours,  according  to  the  degree  of  the  nervous 
excitement.  They  should  be  administered  at  the  period 
when  the  nervous  phenomena  have  reached  such  intensity  as 
to  threaten  imminent  peril,  and  be  repeated  until  these  have 
become  so  subdued  as  to  relieve  the  physicians  mind  of 
alarm. 

Although  one  may  have  been  for  many  years  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  he  will  feel  the  importance  of 
being  sustained  by  public  opinion,  before  he  resorts  to  a 
measure  apparently  so  desperate.  A  deep  sense  of  duty,  a 
conscientious  purpose,  alone  can  enable  him  to  resist  the 
popular  prejudice,  a  most  unfortunate  kind  of  prejudice — that 
in  eruptive  fevers  patients  require  warm  drinks,  and  to  be 
covered  with  an  unusual  amount  of  clothing.  I  have  long 
employed  these  cold  affusions;  I  resorted  to  them  in  private, 
before  I  tried  them  in  hospital  practice,  for  I  have  made  it  a 
rule,  through  the  whole  of  my  professional  career,  to  attempt 
nothing  in  the  latter  which  has  not  first  been  tested  in  pri- 
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vaie.  I  assure  you  that  I  have  never  administered  these 
oold  affusions  without  benefit  to  my  patients.  True,  all  of 
them  have  not  recovered — this  I  am  far  from  claiming,  for  I 
haye  lost  many,  but  they  died  notwithstanding  the  treatment. 
The  affusions,  instead  of  proving  injurious,  have  always 
moderated  the  severity  of  the  symptoms,  and  retarded  the 
fatal  termination. 

In  scarlatina,  as  I  have  stated,  and  especially  in  the  malig- 
nant form  of  the  disease,  we  find  a  remarkable  elevation  of 
temperature  of  the  surface  of  the  body.  K  you  encounter 
serious  opposition  to  the  use  of  cold  affusions,  you  may — ^par- 
don a  vulgar  expression — ^take  the  bull  by  the  horns,  and 
resort  to  sponging  the  surface  with  cold  water,  after  which 
the  body  is  to  be  covered  with  blankets.  Although  less  effi- 
cacious than  the  cold  affusions,  it  is  nevertheless  a  remedy 
of  great  power,  and  you  will  notice  that  the  very  hot  and 
dry  skin  in  the  course  of  half  an  hour  becomes  more  moist 
Mid  cool.  You  will  also  find  that  there  is  a  remarkable 
diminution  in  the  frequency  of  the  pulse.  In  the  infant 
from  160, 170, 180  per  minute,  and  in  the  adult  140,  150, 
it  falls  to  130, 135,  140  in  the  former,  and  to  120,  115  in 
the  latter.  At  the  same  time  the  cerebro-spinal  phenomena 
diminish  in  intensity,  and  the  vomiting  and  diarrhea  are 
moderated.  So  that,  thanks  to  the  sponging,  you  obtain, 
although  but  temporary  I  admit,  an  extraordinary  sedative 
effect.  I  say  temporary,  for  in  two  or  three  hours  the  symp- 
toms re-appear,  in  which  case  you  must  repeat  the  affusion 
two,  three,  or  four  times  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  and  admin- 
ister them  for  several  successive  days. 

But  what  becomes  of  the  eruption  ?  You  will  observe  one 
fact  which  will  astonish  the  friends  of  the  patient,  and  greatly 
leesen  the  prejudice  to  which  I  have  alluded  ;  it  is  this — 
almost  invariably  after  the  application  of  the  water,  the  skin, 
which  before  was  pale,  becomes  quite  red,  and  the  eruption 
much  more  distinct. 
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A  Case  of  Extreme  Bypertroj^hy  of  the  Left  Ventricle  of  the 
Heart — By  0.  C.  Gibbs,  M.  D.,  Frewsburgh,  Ohaotaiiqiie 
Co.,  New  York. 

Hypertrophy  of  the  left  ventricle  accompanied  with  dila« 
tation,  is  not  a  very  rare  form  of  heart  affection.  Indeed  the 
left  ventricle  is  the  most  frequent  of  the  varieties  of  cardiae 
enlargement,  and  this  form  of  heart  abnormity  is  only 
exceeded  in  frequency  by,  perhaps,  valvular  disease.  We 
report  the  following  case,  then,  not  because  of  rarity  or  of 
anything  peculiar  in  its  progress  or  treatment : 

June  10th,  1855— Mr.  C ,  aged  about  86  years,  con- 
sulted us  in  regard  to  his  health ;  the  more  prominent  symp* 
toms  complained  of  were  irregular  action  of  the  heart  at  times, 
palpitation  and  shortness  of  breath,  or  difficult  respiration 
during  active  exercise.  His  general  health  was  not  much 
impaired ;  he  was  in  good  flesh,  and,  to  the  casual  observer, 
presented  a  healthy  countenance.  Though  presenting  the 
robustness  of  perfect  health,  he  was  nervous,  despondent, 
hypocondriac.  On  examination,  the  heart's  action  presented 
a  prolonged,  heaving  impulse,  increased  in  extent.  The  sys- 
tolic sound  was  loud  and  prolonged,  accompanied  with  a  rough, 
low,  regurgative  murmur.  Some  years  before,  he  had  suf- 
fered a  severe  attack  of  inflammatory  rheumatism,  and  having, 
like  many  others,  a  prejudice  against  regular  medicine,  he 
called  in  and  was  treated  by  a  Thompsonian.  He  recovered 
after  several  weeks  of  illness,  since  which  he  had  suffered 
more  or  less  disturbance  about  the  heart.  We  diagnosed  the 
case  as  one  of  enlargement  of  the  left  ventricle,  accompanied 
with  disease  of  the  mitral  valves,  and  informed  the  patient 
that  he  held  life  by  a  very  uncertain  tenure,  as  death  was 
liable  to  come  without  a  moments  premonition. 

He  consulted  us  for  diagnostic  opinion  only,  and  not  for 
therapeutic  advice,  as  he  was  receiving  treatment  at  the  hands 
of  an  ^'Eclectic."  He  was  anxious  for  our  opinion,  but 
afraid  of  our  medicines.  His  medical  adviser  told  him  that 
we  were  wholly  in  the  wrong ;  that  his  heart  was  perfectly 
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•onnd ;  that  he  had  ^^  liver  complaint''  and  dyspepsia,  of 
which  complication  of  ills  he  could  soon  be  cured.  We  heard 
no  more  of  the  case  until  some  time  in  the  following  October, 
when  we  heard  of  his  sudden  and  unexpected  death.  On  the 
afternoon  preceding  his  death,  he  had  attempted  to  drive 
some  cattle  from  one  part  of  the  farm  to  another,  and  had 
run  until  very  much  fatigued  and  overcome  with  dyspnoea* 
After  a  little  rest,  he  recovered  from  his  fatigue,  and  pared 
qiplea  during  the  evening,  and  retired  to  bed  without  com- 
plaining of  unusual  symptoms.  A  few  moments  after,  his 
wife  heard  him  groan  and  breathe  somewhat  unnaturally; 
she  lit  a  candle  only  to  find  him  dead.  An  opportunity  for 
a  post-mortem  examination  was  obtained  without  much  diffi- 
culty. 

On  opening  the  thoracic  cavity,  the  heart  was  found  in  its 
natural  position,  with  an  unusual  enlargement  of  the  left 
fentride.  On  opening  the  heart's  cavities,  and  emptying 
lliem  of  blood,  the  mitral  and  aortic  valves  and  columnse 
earnse  were  found  in  an  ossified  condition.  The  walls  of  the 
left  ventricle  were  greatly  thickened,  and  the  heart,  when 
emptied  of  blood,  weighed  thirty-eight  ounces.  We  know 
that  cases  of  greater  ventricular  hypertrophy  have  been 
nported,  but  we  believe  they  are  not   very   commonly  met 
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Oarie$  of  the  Temporal  Bones  ;  (Reported  by  N.  J.  Sawtisr, 
M.  D.,  House  Surgeon ;)  Prof.  G.  C.  Blagkman,  Attending 
Surgeon. 

Bosanna  Rose,  aet.  23,  a  German  servant,  was  admitted 
April  22d,  1857,  Ten  days  prior  to  her  admittance,  she  was 
attacked  with  severe  pain  in  both  ears,  accompanied  by  a 
paio-aanguinolent  discharge.    When  brought  to  the  hospital, 
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the  patient  was  suffering  extremely,  was  perfect! j  deaf,  and 
conld  be  conversed  with  only  by  means  of  signs  and  writing. 
She  complained  of  a  constant  roaring  in  her  head,  like  the 
beating  of  many  drams,  and  acute  pain  in  the  forehead  and 
ears.  The  discharge  was  rery  profuse  and  offensire.  Hie 
parts  behind  the  right  ear  were  somewhat  swollen,  and  reiy 
tender,  but  not  much  so  behind  the  left  ear ;  coontenanee 
dull,  no  appetite,  tongue  loaded  with  white  for,  and  bowds 
not  moved  for  several  days ;  skin  dry  and  cool ;  pulse  66, 
small  and  weak.  On  the  day  of  her  admittance,  the  patient 
had  some  nausea,  with  vomiting. 

Blisters  were  applied  behind  the  ears,  the  bowels  opened 
with  Fdv.  Jalap,  comp.  grs.  xl.,  and  three  hours  after, 
opiates  in  heavy  doses  were  given  and  continued.  The  ears 
were  cleansed  with  warm  water,  and  injected  with  a  solntiim 
of  argent  nitras,  of  the  strength  of  grs.  ij.  to  aq.  Su  The 
treatment  seemed  to  help  her,  and  she  slept  some  that  night 

On  the  following  day,  a  wet  cup  was  applied  behind  eadi 
ear,  and  the  injection  and  opiate  continued.  By  the  next 
morning,  April  24th,  the  pain  had  ceased  entirely,  but  the 
roaring  was  still  present,  skin  warm,  pulse  70,  stronger; 
bowels  open  ;  no  appetite. 

The  patient  remained  in  this  condition  for  two  or  three 
days,  but  on  April  27th,  the  pain  returned,  and  amounted  to 
perfect  agony.  Bladders  of  ice  were  applied  to  the  head  and 
the  opiates  increased,  without,  however,  any  alleviation  of 
the  symptoms.    Pulse  96,  small  and  feeble. 

The  next  morning  the  scalp  was  shaved,  two  more  wet  cups 
applied  behind  the  ears,  and  the  ice  and  opiates  continued. 
At  about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  she  was  suddenly 
able  to  hear  with  the  right  ear,  when  spoken  to  in  a  loud 
tone,  and  the  pain  decreased. 

For  several  days  there  was  no  particular  change,  except 
that  her  appetite  had  much  improved,  as  had  her  hearing,  and 
fluctuation  could  be  detected  behind  the  right  ear.  On  May 
Ist,  a  small  incision  was  made  there,  and  about  three  ounces 
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<»f  pus,  streaked  with  blood,  flowed  from  the  wound,  girmg 
the  patient  mach  relief.  After  this  the  pain  came  on  at 
intervals  of  from  five  to  ten  hours,  and  she  conld  rest  at  night 
tolerably  well,  but  in  the  day  time  she  had  frequent  attacks 
of  angina  pectoris.  About  ten  days  from  the  time  the  pus 
was  eyacuated,  the  pain  in  her  ears  returned.  She  was  also 
taken  with  intermittent  fever,  for  which  the  usual  remedies 
were  given,  with  the  effect  of  stopping  the  paroxysms,  but 
she  was  evidently  sinking  fast ;  diarrhea  came  on,  the  pain 
extended  down  the  spine  and  to  her  limbs,  and  in  this  condi- 
tion she  died  on  May  23d. 

At  the  post-mortem  examination  it  was  ascertained  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  temporal  bone  of  the  right  side  was 
carious  externally,  a  fistulous  opening  just  in  front  of  the 
mastoid  process,  passed  into  the  internal  ear,  which  was 
likewise  involved.  The  left  temporal  bone  was  also  carious, 
but  only  externally. 

Ca$e  of  Abseesa  within  the  Pelvis ;  (Reported  by  Jambs  J. 
BooKBR,  M.  D.,  Res.  Surgeon ;)  Prof.  Thomas  Wood,  At- 
tending Surgeon. 

John  Eichner,  aet.  86,  German  Musician,  admitted  July 
18Ui,  1857.  Was  taken  first  with  a  sharp  pain  in  bowels 
eight  days  ago,  which  lasted  for  four  days.  Since  then  he 
kad  it  in  paroxysms,  the  pain  beginning  at  the  stomach  and 
terminating  at  the  pubis.  Has  had  no  passage  from  his 
lK>wels  for  the  last  ten  days ;  when  brought  to  the  hospital 
lie  was  very  much  prostrated,  and  bathed  in  cold  sweat ; 
pupils  dilated,  countenance  pale,  pulse  110,  small,  weak  and 
fmther  wiry,  has  also  apparently  a  small  scrotal  hernia  on 
right  side,  and  a  tumor  of  a  hard  fibrous  feel  attached  to 
spermatic  cord.  Patient  says  further,  that  he  vomited  seve- 
ral times  when  first  taken.  The  second  attack  was  more 
•evere  than  the  first  Yesterday  he  had  another  spell ;  has 
vomited  severely  since  his  admission.  It  was  first  sup- 
posed to  be  a  case  of  strangulated  hernia,  and  the  attending 
surgeon     was    sent    for,    who    after   a    dose   examine- 
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tion,  declared  that  there  had   been  a  hernia,  but  that  tiiere 
existed  none  at  present,  and  that  at  this  point  there  was  m 
obetmotion  of  the  bowels.    He  prescribed  the  foHowing : 
|lr.  Extract,  Oolocynth,  comp.  gr.xii. 
01  Tiglii  gtt.  i.  M. 

Diyide  in  two  pills,  one  of  grs.  rii,  one  of  grs.  t.  The 
large  pill  to  be  tdken  at  once,  the  other  in  three  honrs. 
Neitiber  one  operated ;  patient  vomited  in  about  half  an  hour 
after  taking  the  second  pill. 

Jnly  14th,  7  o'clock  A.  M. — ^Bowels  not  moved  yet. 

Qr.  Enema  9f  Soapsnds,  Oss. 

10  A.  M. — ^Had  no  effect  whatever. 

Or.  Enema  of  warm  water. 

No  operation,  other  symptoms  about  tiie  same. 

1^.  01.  IHglii  gtt  L 
to  be  given  every  hdf  hoar. 

4  o'clock  P.  M. — Had  no  more  effect  on  boweb  thsn  all 
the  other  remedies.    Patient  vomited  severely. 

9r.  01.  Ricini  Si« 

01.  Terebinth,  jss. 
M.  Take  immediately. 

7  o'clock  P.  M. — Acted  as  a  prompt  emetic ;  patient  very 
low ;  has  cold  sweats ;  skin  clammy  and  cold,  pulse  98,  small 
and  thread  like ;  pupils  dilated  ;  respiration  hurried.  The 
patient  was  removed  to  the  Surgical  Wards,  and  an  exploring 
operation  was  performed,  when  a  tough  fibrous  hernial  sac 
was  found,  but  no  intestine  in  the  sac.  Near  the  testicle  and 
firmly  connected  with  the  spermatic  cord,  was  the  hard  fibroia 
tumour,  the  nature  of  which  could  not  be  determined.  There 
was  not  the  slightest  obstruction  at  that  point,  as  far  as  eonld 
be  ascertained.  The  tumour  was  not  disturbed ;  the  wound 
was  closed  with  adhesive  plaster,  and  a  moist  dressing  applied. 
The  patient  had  been  under  the  influence  of  chloroform 
during  the  operation,  and  continually  vomited  large  quantities 
of  stercoraceous  matter.  After  the  effects  of  chloroform  had 
passed,  he  was  very  restless.    He  vomited  about  ten  or  twelve 
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times  daring  the  night,  hat  became  more  qaiet  towards  morn*- 
ing,  and  slept  for  aboat  half  an  hoar. 

Jaly  15— Had  no  operation  from  his  howels ;  says  that  he 
feels  a  great  deal  easier  than  he  did  before  the  operation. 
Poise  96,  fuller  than  usual,  looks  much  better  this  morning. 

ft.  01.  Ricini  ji, 

Tinct.  Opii.  gtt.  xxy. 
M. — Take  immediately. 

Br.  01.  Ricini  3ij. 
Soap  iSuds  3iv. 
Gum  Acacia  qs. 
M.  ft.  mucilage.     Administer  by  rectum  at  once. 
9  o'clock  A.  M. — ^Vomited  soon  as  he  had  taken  the  oils. 
Injection,  came  away  about  fifteen  minutes  after  it  had  been 
given,  without  having  done  any  good.     Several  injections 
were  given  during  the  day  of  warm   and  tepid  water,  some 
with  a  long  tube,  without  any  effect. 

8  o'clock  P.  M. — Says  he  feels  quite  comfortable  ;  pulse 
04,  soft  and  full ;  tongue  natural ;  skin  warm  and  moist ; 
wound  looks  well. 

July  16,  A.  M, — ^Passed  a  few  hard  lumps  of  fsBces  this 
morning  with  great  pain  ;  vomited  several  times  last  night. 
Injections  were  again  given  without  any  success ;  he  sank 
gradually  from  bad  to  worse,  and  died  July  17th,  at  5  o'clock 

A.  M. 

PosT-MoRTEM. — The  lower  portion  of  the  ileum,  sigmoid 
flexure  of  the  colon,  and  rectum  were  gangrenous,  and  bound 

together  and  to  the  bladder  by  plastic  exudations,  so  as  to 
form  a  cavity,  in  which  was  confined  about  two  quarts  of 
extredMly  offensive  pus.  The  false  membrane  over  the  reo- 
tnm  binding  it  firmly  to  the  sacrum  was  very  dense,  and  full 
%  line  in  thickness,  and  was  probably  the  cause  of  the  pro- 
tracted and  obstinate  constipation.  Through  the  inguinal 
oanal  and  extending  down  to  the  testicle,  and  firmly  adhe- 
rent to  the  cord,  was  an  old  hernial  sac,  but  its  mouth  was  not 
larger  than  a  crow  quill,  and  was  not  oocapied  by  any  portion 
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of  bowel  or  omentum.    The  fundus  of  the  mc  was  ins6]MurAhty 

bound  to  the  testicle,  and  its  walls  thickened  so  much  as  to 

appear,  in  the  ante-Tnartem  examination,  like  an  irredodbk 
hernia. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Monigomery  County^  OhiOj  Medical  Soeielg. 
Reported  by  J.  C.  Denisb,  M.  D.,  Bee.  Secretary. 

Dattok,  July  2d,  1857. 

The  meeting,  held  at  the  Phoenix  House,  was  attended  by 
an  unusual  number  of  members,  and  visitors,  by  inyitation. 

Dr.  S.  G.  Armor  was  elected  to  membership.  Drs*  B. 
Gundry,  of  Dayton,  J.  L.  Belville,  of  Miami  City,  and  E.  W. 
Steele,  and  T.  B.  Harbinson,  of  Xenia  were  proposed  £w 
membership. 

Dr.  Lamme,  essayist,  read  an  article  on  **  The  Differentisl 
Diagnosis  between  Dilatation  of  the  Bronchial  Tubes,  and 
Phthisis  Pulmonalis."  (Vid.  Western  Lancet  for  July. — Bd.) 

In  the  discussion  which  followed,  Dr.  Carey  said  that 
Phthisis  was  of  difficult  diagnosis  by  the  general  practitioner, 
and  hence  the  advantage  gained  by  paying  special  attention 
to  diseases  of  the  chest.  He  thought  the  success  of  quacks 
was  due  much  to  the  care  they  showed  in  making  their 
medicines  palatable,  and  he  had  often  regretted  that  the 
regular  profession  were  under  the  necessity,  frequently,  of 
administering  such  disagreeable  doses. 

Dr.  Reeve  bad  often  noticed  that  phthisis  was  complicated 
with  diseases  of  an  inflammatory  character.  Dr.  Latham 
shows  how  two  cases  having  the  common  name  of  phthisis, 
differs  much  in  their  character.  One  error,  was  the  great 
reliance  placed  on  physical  signs,  which,  like  all  ulfera  doc- 
trines, were  always  fallible.  The  Doctor  thought  the  regaktr 
profession  did  not  recommend  inhalations  enough.  There 
was  a  belief  among  the  people,  that  medicines  should  be 
applied  directly  to  the  part,  and  that  inhalation  was  the  most 
ready  method  of  reaching  the  lung.  By  showing  the  people 
what  real  good,  if  any,  was  to  be  derived  from  this  method, 
and  ezplaming  to  them  that  it  was  no  new  thing,  quadceiy 
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would  be  oombatted  upon  its  own  grounds.  He  had  used  the 
▼apor  of  hops  to  relieve  cough,  with  success.  In  this  con- 
nection, the  Doctor  presented  a  letter  and  form,  received  by 
a  friend  of  his  from  Dr.  Hunter  of  New  York.  They  were 
both  printed.  The  letter  commences  by  giving  the  course  of 
treatment  usually  pursued.  Then  follows  a  description  of 
the  machine^  the  manner  of  making  and  using  it,  and  a  state- 
ment of  the  '^  greatest  certainty"  with  which  '^  expectorant " 
^  $ooih%ngy\^^  stimulating  J '  ^^  alterative/'  or  ^^  astringent  va- 
por$/^  may  thus  be  introduced  into  the  lungs^  ^^  without 
causing  any  derangement  of  the  8tom€u:h,*'  It  then  closes 
with  two  very  charitable  announcements :  That  for  all  this 
adyice,  medicine,  and  correspondence,  (express  charges  only, 
excepted),  the  fee  is  but  twenty-five  dollars  each  month's 
treatment ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  in  future,  all 
diseases  to  which  ^^  flesh  is  heir,"  full  information  in  regard 
to  diet,  air,  exercise,  clothing,  and  other  matters,  will  be 
eommunicated  through  the  ^^  medical  Specialist j"  on  the  re- 
mittance of  one  dollar.  The  ^^  fornr'  comprises  twenty 
questions  in  relation  to  the  name,  address,  history,  and  present 
eondition  of  the  patient,  all  of  which  are  to  be  answered  on 
one  side  of  a  slip  of  note  paper,  seven  by  five  incites.  He 
called  the  special  attention  of  members  to  the  last  named 
fret 

Dr.  Brennan  believed  that  frequent  examinations  were 
necessary  in  order  to  correctly  diagnose  phthisis.  In  its 
treatment,  two  little  attention  was  paid  to  other  organs. 
Physicians,  too  intent  on  the  '^  loaves  and  fishes,"  become 
careless,  and  indifferent  whether  the  patient  recovers  or  not, 
10  long  as  he  has  any  money,  until  he  finally  slips  through 
their  hands  by  going  off*  to  a  "  Water  Curft,"  or  "  Retreat 
for  Invalids." 

Dr.  Davis  said  the  paper  contained  manv  important  facts, 
and  good  suggestions.  The  diagnosis  of  lung  diseases  was 
not  as  certain,  as  had  been  thought  by  the  advocates  of 
physical  exploration.  They  were  more  difficult  than  any 
other  class  of  cases.  It  was  too  true,  that  physicians  become 
negligent  in  such  chronic  cases,  and  it  was  not  surprising  that 
patients  sought  some  other  mode  of  relief.  The  Doctor  believ- 
ed that  much  benefit  might  result  from  inhalations,  not  only  in 
relieving  cough,  but  in  satisfying  the  mind,  thus  cutting  off 
any  idea  that  might  have  been  entertained,  of  running  after 
•omc  one  who  practiced  that  speciality. 
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Dr.  Armor  referred  to  the  cas^  related  in  the  paper^  in 
which  both  bronchophony  and  pectoriloquy  were  present 
Technically  speaking,  they  would  not  be  heard  at  the  saiiii 
time,  as  they  were  sounds  so  nearly  alike  as  scarcely  to  be 
distinguished — theoretically  they  were  caused  by  opposite 
conditions  of  the  structure ;  the  one  by  a  cavity,  the  other 
from  consolidation,  as  in  case  of  tubercle,  malignant  growth, 
or  hepatization.  There  might  be  a  cavity,  and  around  it 
solidification.  When  the  stethoscope  was  passed  over  the 
chest,  the  cavity  could  be  clearly  defined  by  pectoriloquyy 
which  was  not  the  case  in  bronchophony.  Still  the  Doctor 
thought  there  was  difficulty  in  diagnosing  between  dilatation 
and  phthisis.  The  physical  witnesses  might  not  all  be  present ; 
then  a  return  to  the  constitutional  questions  was  necessaiy ; 
and  these  with  even  the  history,  would  fail  tp  give  a  correct 
knowledge  of  the  lesion.  He  was  satisfied  that  many  cases 
at  first  inflammatory  might  have  been  arrested  by  an  antiph* 
logistic  treatment  then  instituted — ^but  that  stage  passed, 
they  become  hopeless. 

Dr.  Lamme  had  always  used  the  terms  bronchophony  and 
pectoriloquy,  synonymously,  and  did  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  saying  that  the  two  were  present  at  one  time,  from 
the  same  condition.  He  had  often  detected  one,  in  the  early 
stage  of  phthisis,  and  the  other  in  a  later  stage. 

Dr.  Treon  introduced  into  the  room,  a  man,  with  a  tumor 
nearly  filling  the  right  half  of  his  abdomen.  The  only 
history  he  could  give  was,  that  some  time  ago  he  was  kicked 
by  a  horse  in  that  region,  and  since  then  the  tumor  had  grown. 
It  had  an  apparent  attachment  superiorly,  interfered  in  no 
degree  with  the  healthy  action  of  contiguous  organs,  and  the 
Doctor  had  advised  him  to  have  no  operation  for  its  removal 
performed  now.  Other  members  of  the  society  concurred  in 
this  opinion. 

Dr.  McDermont  reported  a  case  of  strangulated  hernia  in 
a  lady  35  years  of  age,  and  200  pounds  in  weight.  There 
was  no  external  swelling,  and  the  physician  in  attendance, 
supposing  the  case  to  be  a  violent  form  of  colic,  treated  it 
accordingly.  Dr.  McD.  was  called  in  consultation  the  fourth 
day  from  the  commencement  of  the  attack.  After  a  careful 
examination,  he  became  satisfied  that  there  was  a  strangula- 
tion of  the  bowel  about  1}  inches  below  the  umbilicus.  Upon 
making  firm  pressure  at  that  point,  he  detected  a  sm^l  space 
apparently  in  the  tendinous  parietes  that  was  hard,  and  less 
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yielding  than  the  adjacent  structure.  He  also  noticed  that 
whenever  the  patient  swallowed  any  liqaid,  a  violent  gurgling 
would  commence  in  the  stomach  and  thence  pass  downward 
ihrough  the  small  intestines  till  it  reached  the  suspected  seat 
of  stricture,  then  the  peristaltic  action  would  be  roused  and 
be  immediately  followed  by  another  paroxysm  of  belching  and 
Btercoraceous  vomiting;  below  the  point  of  stricture  there 
tras  no  intestinal  commotion. 

The  patient  was  much  exhausted,  pulse  132,  countenance 
liaggard.  Abdomen  swollen  and  painful,  its  surface  was 
in&med  and  tender  from  the  previous  application  of  a  blister. 
Her  suffering  was  so  intense  that  she  frequently  expressed  the 
wish  that  death  would  put  an  end  to  her  misery. 

The  chances  of  an  operation  were  stated  to  the  friends, 
aad  the  Doctor  urged  an  immediate  resort  to  it,  as  the  only 
possible  means  of  saving  the  patient's  life. 

Consent  being  obtained,  and  the  patient  being  put  under 
tiie  influence  of  chloroform,  Dr.  Met).,  assisted  by  the  family 
physician,  cut  down  upon  the  supposed  seat  of  trouble,  and 
nad  the  gratification  of  finding  his  diagnosis  verified.  After 
fividing  the  superficial  tissues,  and  deep  layer  of  fat,  he 
eame  upon  the  peritoneal  sac,  containing  a  knuckle  of  intes- 
tine about  the  size  of  a  pigeon's  egg,  together  with  a  consider- 
able amount  of  serum.  The  stricture  was  divided  within  the 
aae,  the  bowel  replaced  in  the  cavity  of  the  belly,  and  the 
nonnd  dressed  in  the  usual  manner. 

After  a  pleasant  nap  of  fifteen  minutes,  the  patient  awoke. 
She  could  scarcely  be  persuaded  that  the  operation  had  been 
performed,  and  that  there  was  now  a  fair  prospect  of  her 
recovery.  In  two  hours  her  bowels  moved  freely,  and  at  the 
present  time  (eight  weeks  after  the  operation)  she  is  in  the 
enjoyment  of  excellent  health. 

Dr.  Goons  asked  why  chloroform  was  not  administered  in 
Ibe  first  instance. 

Dr.   McDermont  replied  that  the  family  physician  was 

apposed  to  the  use  of  chloroform,  and  it  was  not  used  until 
e  ether  had  failed. 

Dr.  Reeve  thought  the  case  an  unusual  one,  and  called 
attention  to  the  ease  with  which  relief  was  given  by  using 
the  knife.  Very  serious  consequences  often  followed  the 
persistent  use  of  cathartics. 

Dr.  Ghurst  thought  the  fee  for  such  cases  too  small*     Five 
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hundred  dollars  would  be  no  more  than  a  lust  compenaation 
for  the  operation,  when  the  patient  was  able  to  pay. 

Dr.  McDermont  remarked  that  hernia  belonged  to  a  dais 
of  diseases  with  which  young  physicians  were  but  littk 
acquainted.  In  such  an  emergency,  they  would  call  upon 
older  practitioners.  When  it  was  known  that  one  person  in 
every  fourteen,  was  afflicted  with  hernia  in  some  form  or 
other,  and  that  these  statistics  were  confined  to  no  age,  sex, 
or  condition  of  society,  the  importance  of  becominf;  familiar 
with  its  radical  treatment  was  evident,  and  medical  coUeses 
were  at  fault  in  not  devoting  more  time  to  this  particiuar 
subject. 

Dr.  Reeve,  chairman  of  committee  on  publishing  the  con- 
stitution, etc.,  reported  that  one  thousana  numbers  had  been 
published,  and  were  ready  for  distribution  among  the  memben. 

Dr.  Carey,  chairman  of  the  board  of  censors,  reported 
that  charges  had  been  alleged  against  a  member  of  the 
society,  for  violating  the  code  of  ethics,  in  consulting  wilh 
an  immoral  and  disreputable  practitioner,  and  having  a  notice 
of  the  same  published  in  the  city  papers ;  and  that  laid 
member  had  been  officially  notified  to  appear  and  answer  at 
this  meeting. 

At  the  request  of  the  chair,  all  persons  not  members  of 
the  association  withdrew,  when  several  gentlemen  indulged  in 
a  good  natured  discussion  of  the  points  in  the  case.  The 
ofiending  brother,  in  his  defence,  disclaimed  any  knowledge 
of  the  articles  in  the  papers,  until  they  were  published,  or  of 
the  true  character  of  the  physician  with  whom  he  had  been 
in  consultation.  Upon  this,  Dr.  McDermont  offered  a  reso- 
lution which  was  carried,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  socieiy 
that  the  brother  had  violated  the  code  of  ethics,  but  it  was 
satisfied  with  his  explanation  and  dismissed  the  complaint. 

Several  gentlemen  thought  that  there  was  no  rule  to  guide 
members  in  consultations  with  '^outside  practitioners,'*  and  in 
order  to  determine  with  whom  members  might  or  might  not, 
consult,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Coons,  a  committee  of  three  was 
appointed,  composed  of  Drs.  Coons,  Carey,  and  Reeve,  to 
report  at  the  next  quarterly  meeting,  "  On  Consultations.*' 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Carey,  medical  students,  under  the  in- 
struction of  members  of  the  society,  are  hereafter  permitted 
to  attend  the  meetings. 

The  chair  appqinted  Dr.  Van  Tuyle,  regular  essayist^  and 
Dr.  Kemp,  alternate. 
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PrineipUs  of  Mtdicine ;  An  JSlemeniary  View  of  the  Caueee, 
Nature^  T^eatmetU,  IHagnoeie  and  PrognoiiM  of  Disease  ;  wiih 
Me/  Remarke  on  Hygienics,  or  the  Preservation  of  Health.  By 
Charleb  J.  B.  WiLLUMB,  M.  D.,  F.  B.  6.  A  new  AmeiicAn, 
from  the  third  and  revised  Loudon  Edition,  pp.,  486.  Blan- 
chmrd  <fc  Lea,  Phil.,  1857.  (Through  Spofibrd,  TiUetBon  <fc 
Co.)    Price  •2  50. 

It  is  BTifficient  praise  for  any  work  that  three  editions  should  be 
called  for  during  a  period  of  twelve  years,  which  we  believe,  is  that 
which  has  pasued  since  the  first  appearance  of  William's  «  Prin- 
plea  of  Medicine."  The  author  attributes  the  success  of  the  for- 
mtf  editions  of  his  work  to  the  existence  of  a  growing  interest 
sad  confidence  in  rational  medicine,  and  in  his  preface  he  thus 
ivmarks: 

"  When  first  I  communicated  to  my  publisher  my  intention  of 
bringing  out  a  work  on  the  Principles  of  Medicine,  I  was  by  no 
means  encouraged  by  the  intimation  that  books  on  that  subject  did 
aol  fieU ;  but  no  sooner  was  it  discovered  that  the  *  Principles'  were 
•nentially  and  intelligibly  practicable,  than  the  demand  for  the 
work  became  sufficient  to  exhaust  two  editions,  long  before  I  could 
find  Mme  to  replace  them." 

*I1fee  medical  press  of  Great  Britain,  if  we  mistake  not,  has  been 
imanimons  in  regarding  the  present  volume  as  the  best  exposition 
of  Raiumal  Medicine  to  be  found  in  the  English  language.  In  our 
own  conntry  many  will  doubtless  be  disposed  to  claim  that  Dick- 
Mil's  "  Elements  of  Medicine,"  is  a  work  not  inferior  to  that 
of  the  British  author.  It  is  not  for  us  to  decide  this  matter, 
and  in  adverting  to  the  treatise  of  Professor  Samuel  Henry  Dick- 
■on»  in  connection  with  that  at  the  head  of  our  article,  we  do  but  an 
aot  of  simple  justice  to  one  of  the  brightest  ornaments  of  the 
American  medical  profesbion.  The  reputation  of  William's 
<<  Principles  "  is  established,  and  it  is  only  necessary  for  us  to 
aoqaaint  our  readers  with  the  issue  of  this  new  edition,  to  insure  on 
thiair  part,  the  purchase  of  the  work.  It  is  due  to  the  publisher  ai 
w«U  at  to  the  author,  of  so  valuable  a  work,  that  they  be  adequate- 
ly rewarded.  If  a  disposition  to  foster  native  talent  should  induce 
any  of  our  readers  to  include  Dickson's  "Elements,"  in  their 
orders  to  the  booksellers,  we  venture  to  aaaert  that  they  will  obtain 
the  worth  of  their  money. 
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Elements  of  Pathological  Anatomy,     By  Sakusl  D.  Gross,  M.D., 
Professor  of  Sui^erv  in  the  Jefierson  Medical   College  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  formerly  Professor  of  Patbologic&l^Anatomy  in  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  Cincinnati  College.     Third  editioB, 
modified  and  thoroughly  revised.     Illustrated  by  342  engravingi, 
on  wood,  pp.   771.     Blanchard   and  Lea,  Philadelphia,  1857, 
(through  Rickey,  Mallory  k  Webb.)     Price  95  25. 
The  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review  for  January,  1847,  con- 
cludes a  somewhat  lengthy  analysis  of  the  second  edition  of  the 
above  work  (published  in  1845,)  with  the  acknowledgement  tlttt 
"  Dr.  Gross'  book  leaves  on  the  whole,  a  favorable  impression  on 
our  minds,"  and  recommends  it  as  "the  most  complete,  and  tliB 
least  defective  compilation  on  the  subject  in  the  English  langmige.'' 
It  was  forced  to  admit  that  the   "Elements  of  Pathology'*  by 
Dr.  Mayo,  ought  to  be  regarded  rather  as  a  series  of  notes,  than  a 
complete  treatise ;  that  the  work  of  Dr.  Hodgkin  was  but  a  fng- 
ment,  and  that  even  the  "Illustrations  of  the  Elementary  Forms  of 
Disease"  by  Sir  Robert  Carswell — ^whose  death  we  noticed  in  oar 
last  number — ^left  many  -subjects  untouched  altogether,  or  that  tbegr 
were  very  imperfectly  discussed.  It  can  no  longer  be  asserted  that  the 
medical  literature  of  Great  Britain  is  destitute  of  a  complete  treatiM 
on  Pathological  Anatomy.  Three  years  ago  Dr.  C.Handfield  Jones, 
and  Dr.  Edward  H.  Sieveking,  produced   their  "Manual,"  on  the 
subject,  in  which  they  profess  to  present  to  their  profeesional  breib- 
ren  an  outline   of  what  is  known  in  this  department.     Although 
the  British  medical  press   tormed  "  a  very  favorable  estimate"  of 
Jones'  and  Sieveking's,  so   called,  Manual,  it  is  evident  that  th^ 
could  not  pretend  to  claim  for  it  the  title,   strictly  speaking,  of  a 
complete  treatise.     Indeed,  when  we  reflect  upon  the  Herculean 
tasks  acomplished  by  Cruveilhier,  whose  '^Anatomie  Pathologique 
du  Corps  Bumain,**  consumed  a  period  of  twelve  years  in  its  pub- 
lication, and  whose  labors  were  facilitated  and  sustained  by  the 
peculiar  position  he  held  as  Professor  of  pathological  anatomy ;  or, 
upon  the  TraiU  d*Aantomie  Pathologique  General  et  Speciale,  pro* 
posed  on  such  a  gigantic  scale,  and  thus  far  so  admirably  executed 
by  Lebert,  it  seems  surprising  that  those  less  favorably  situated  could 
venture  upon  so  unequal  a  contest.     Drs.  Jones  and  Sieveking,  ti 
well  as  our  countryman  Professor  Gross,  have  toiled,  unaided  by 
government  patronage,  and  with  the  exception  of  Prof.  Q.,  neither 
of  the  gentlemen  ever  filled  the  chair  of  pathological  anatomy  in  aoj 
institution.    The  slight  attention  bestowed  upon  this  subject  bj 
medical  teachers,  both  in  this  country  and  Great  Britain,  has  been 
seriously  felt  by  all  acquainted  with  the  workings  of  oar  medicsl 
colleges,  and  Prof.  Gross,  in  his  preface,  thus  gives  ntterance  to 
his  own  feelings  in  this  respect : 

*'  In  submitting  to  the  profession  a  new  edition  of  this  tieatiM, 
I  flatter  myself  that  it  may,  at  least,  have  the  effisct  of  aronsiqi; 
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tbeir  attention  to  the  importance  of  a  more  thorough  etndy  of  a 
department  of  medical  science  which  has  made  such  astonnding 
progress  within  the  last  quarter  of  a  century*  and  whose  value, 
enecially  in  a  diagnostic  point  of  view,  is  now  universally 
Mknowledged  by  every  enlightened  practitioner.  That  America 
with  its  g^'eat  hospital  facilities,  should  have  no  school  of  Patholo- 
gical anatomy,  is  an  anomaly  which  can  not  fail  to  excite  the 
wonder  of  the  age,  and  the  amazement  of  posterity.  In  the  forty- 
fi^e  medical  colleges,  which  at  this  moment,  exist  in  the  United 
States,  there  is  not,  with  perhaps  a  few  exceptions,  a  chair  of  path- 
ological anatomy,  thus  clearly  showing  that  the  teachers  connec- 
ted with  these  institutions,  have  either  no  very  exalted  opinion  of 
As  value  of  this  science,  or  that  they   are  afraid  of  inovation. 

While  almost  everything  else  is  taught,  from  a  sesamoid  bone 
iad  a  globnle  of  blood  not  the  so^oo^^  P*'*^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  diameter, 
lip  to  the  skeleton  of  the  mastodon,  hardly  a  solitary  voice  is  heard 
dnring  the  whole  session  of  our  colleges  in  favor  of  pathological 
aaatomy.  This  is  a  strange  and  culpable  oversight,  and  one  which 
dioold  be  speedily  corrected.  We  may  cram  our  pupils  with 
healthy  anatomy,  physiology,  materia  medica,  chemistry,  and  in 
dborty  every  thing  else  embraced  in  our  curriculum  of  study,  and 
jei  if  we  neglect  to  instruct  them  in  this  branch  of  knowledge,  it 
will  be  in  vain  for  us  to  attempt  to  make  good  diagnosticians  and 
pimotitioners  of  them.  Let  us  then,  while  we  hope  for  better  things » 
endeavor  to  extricate  ourselves  as  the  representatives  of  a  great 
Mid  noble  profession  from  the  false  position  in  which  we  now  stand 
In  lelation  to  this  all  important  science,  and  its  application  to  the 
liatore,  discrimination,  and  treatment  of  disease. 

The  dedication  of  the  work  remains  as  it  appeared  in  the  former 
oditions,  when  I  was  engaged  in  working,  side  by  side,  wiih  the 
iBustriousman  to  whom  it  refers,  and  whose  name  has  since  become 
eJamical.  Daniel  Drake  tvas  one  of  the  earliest  friends  and  |/atron8 
of  palhological  anatomy  in  the  United  States.  The  chair  of  patholo- 
gieal  anatomy  which  he  was  instrumental  in  creating  in  the  Oin- 
oinnati  College,  I  had  the  honor  of  occupying  for  four  years,  and 
ii  was  there  that  the  first  attempt  was  made  in  this  country,  to 
tBAch  this  science  upon  a  systematic  and  extended  plan.  Snbse- 
f  vently  he  was  hims*3lf,  for  a  time,  similary  employed  in  the  Uni- 
Ttreity  of  Louisville." 

A  writer  in  the  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review,  states  that 
■ome  years  since  he  mot  the  late  Dr.  Macartney  in  Farie,  and 
in  conversing  upon  the  course  of  instmction  pursued  in  the 
F^ranob  capital,  the  Irish  professor  could  not  contain  his  indigna- 
tioii,  at  what  he  called  the  division  and  subdivision  of  subjects  at 
tke  Parisian  School  of  Medicine.  "  What  outrageous  absurdity  it 
ie»''  he  added,  their  having  distinct  professorships  of  descriptive 
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anatomy,  comparative  anatomy,  aargny,  and  morbid  anstoimy. 
**  Why,  sir,  I  have  tanght  every  one  <rf  these  snbjeeto,  in  om 
course  every  year  for  the  last  twenty  years,  and  I  always  had  time 
enough  and  to  spare  !  1"  Now,  ridicnlons  as  were  the  pretenaiow 
of  Dr.  Macartney,  is  it  not  a  notorious  fact,  that  a  retentiw  meai* 
ory  and  a  facility  of  exprsssion  may  enaUe  a  professor  tatiafaeko- 
rily  to  discharge  the  duties  pertaining  to  most  of  the  chairs  in  oar 
medicil  colleges.  A  knowledge  of  the  subject  is  totally  mmucissaiy 
in  a  teacher  accoiding  to  the  present  ^'outrageonsly'*  absnid  aysAsB 
of  medical  education,  and  a  stage-player  of  respeotable  abOitiss, 
might,  incofft  acquit  himself  in  a  professional  chair  with  as  mud 
eclat  as  an  Andral,  Cruveiihier,  Paget,  Miller  or  a  Williams.  We 
believe  that  the  time  is  not  fiir  distant,  however,  when  mere  ''aw- 
tioneers''  will  find  there  proper  level.  But  Professor  Oroea'  pre- 
face had  nearly  drawn  our  thoughts  from  the  main  portion  of  lus 
work.  Did  our  limits  permit,  we  should  be  glad  to  examine  this 
well  executed  volume  in  detail,  and  to  contrast  its  merits  with  thai 
already  quoted  as  bearing  the  closest  reeemblanoe  to  it  To  Doponf- 
tren,  as  many  of  our  readers  are  aware,  is  due  the  honor  of  am^ 
Ibhing  the  munificiently  endowed  chair  of  nathologioal  anatoi^, 
in  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  in  Paris,  and  OmveiUiier  inlbrma  m 
diat  when  the  celebrated  surgeon  of  Uie  Hotel  Dieu,  first  oommmi- 
cated  to  him  his  project,  he  exclaimed,  I  wish  not  a  mere  npelilion 
of  a  course  on  pathology,  but  one  in  which  the  morbid  lesiona— 4iodi 
medical  and  surgical,  shall  be  so  .  systemaiked  as  to  eonstitiite  a 
science.  Again,  to  use  the  language  of  Cruveiihier  himself,  ws 
may  say  that  a  treatise  on  pathological  anatomy  should  be  a  trsa- 
tise  on  practical  or  clinical  medicine,  of  which  the  first  part  riioald 
be  based  upon  observation  in  the  amphitheatre,  the  other,  upon 
study  at  the  bed  side  of  the  patient.  Now  does  the  volume  bnoie 
US  come  up  to  the  standard  laid  down  by  the  distinguished  authofi* 
ties  whom  we  have  just  quoted,  and  if  not,  does  it  mora  nearly  ap- 
proximate said  Ktandard,  than  any  other  treatise  in  the  Bngliih 
language?  If  Cruveiihier  with  all  his  abilities  and  incomparable 
advantages,  could  not,  after  so  many  years  of  toil,  produce  a  woik 
which  should  realize  his  own  views  of  what  such  a  treatise  ought 
to  be,  certainly  it  can  be  no  disparagement  to  that  before  us  to 
assert,  what  is  unquestionably  true,  viz.  it  is  in  many  respect  im- 
perfect, but  it  is  no  less  true,  that,  as  was  admitted  by  the  highest 
critical  authority  cToutre-mer  in  respect  of  the  second  edition,  vis. 
it  contains  <'a  plain  and  succmct  account  of  the  chief  fads  of 
morbid  anatomy."  The  present  has  a  great  advantage  over  the  for- 
mer editions,  in  as  much  as  it  has  been  materially  mod^ed,  improted 
"  and  fiilly  brought  up,  in  so  far  at  least,  as  appertains  to  what 
may  be  oonsidered  as  really  worthy  of  acceptance,  to  the  existing 
state  of  the  science  of  which  it  treats,"  (Preface).    It  baa  been  tfai 
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Prof.  G's  object  to  present,  as  above  expressed,  aplaia  and  succinct 
aocoiint  of  the  cbief  facts  of  morbid  anatomy,  and  we  regard  the 
work  as  a  model  of  the  kind.  Oar  admiration  is  mingled  with 
astonishment  when  we  reflect  upon  the  manifold  duties  of  the 
avthor.  One  mnst  be  a  miracle  of  industry  to  accoinplish  the 
balf  and  that  so  well,  as  has  already  been  adhieved  by  Frofessor 
Gross.  The  American  medical  profession  0¥7es  him  a  lasting  debt 
•f  gratitude,  for  he  has  done,  and  is  doing  much  for  the  canse  of 
American  medical  literatore,  thronghont  the  world. 


Migmumi  Rao$9  of  ih$  Earth  ;  wr  New  OhapUrtf^  Ethnological 
Inquiry  ;    including  monograph$  on  ipecial  departmenti  of  phi- 
lology, iconography^  eranioscqpy,  palaontology,^  pathology,  arch* 
motcgy,  comparative  geography,  and  natural  history  :  Gontribn- 
ted  by  Alfred  Maurt,   Librarian  of  the  Imperial  Institate, 
France,  Francis  Pulszkt,  de  Lobocz  and  Csel&lva,  J.   Aitkkh 
Unas,  M.  D.,  Librarian  of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Science  of 
Philadelphia,  (with  communications  from  Prof.  Jos.   Lbidt,  M. 
D.,  and  Pros.  L.  Aqassiz,  LL.  D.;)  presenting  fresh  investiga- 
tions, documents,  and  materials  ;  by  the  editors,  J.  C.  Nott,  M. 
p..  Mobile,  Alabama,  and  Geo.  B.   Ouddon,  formerly  U.  8. 
Consul  at  Cairo  ;  authors  of  "  Types  of  Mankind."  pp.  656, 
medium  quarto.    J.  B.  Lippincott  is  Co.,  Philadelphia,  1857. 
(Rickey,  Malloy  <k  Webb.)  Price  95  00. 
We  have  devoted  so  much  space  in  our  present  number  to  works 
fof  a  practical  character,  that  we  can  now  merely  recall  the  attention 
€K  ^oor  readers  to  thifi  great  work,  of  the  character  of  which  some 
Mtlmate  may  be  formed  by  glancing  at  the  names  of  the  learned 
sudiors  on  the  title  page.    The  vast  outlay  connected  with  the 
anUication  of  such  works  as  have  recently  been  issued  by  the 
aKWise  of  Lippincott  ie  Co.,  entitles  them  to  a  proper  remuneration 
from  the  reading  public.    At  present  we  must  content  ourselves 
with  a  notice  of  the  Coktbhts  of  the  volume,  hoping  soon  to  be 
dde  to  lay  before  our  readers  a  portion  of  these,  by  which  they  will 
ba  better  prepared  to  appreciate  its  merits  : 
PurAToftT  Remakks — hy  J.  C.  Nott. 

OlUpriK  I. — ALPftBD  Maukt.  "  On  the  Correspondence  existing  between 
the  diTortified  Families  of  Tongues  and  the  different  Races  of  Mankind, 
vUwed  in  their  primitiTo  distribution  into  Natural  Provinces;  the  radi- 
eally  distinct  Constitution  of  these  Linguistic  Groups ;  showing  how 
aneh  different  fusions  haTo  taken  place  among  them  are  paralled  with 
intenniztures  amongst  different  Races." 
CKAVTSft  II. — FftARcis  PuLsiKT.  **  Incouographio  Researches  on  Human 
Baoes  and  their  Art,  displaying  the  distinct  and  typical  Charaoteriatics 
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of  each  National  Art  among  different  types  of  Man.  Illostrated  bj 
accurate  designs  of  the  earleet  and  most  aathentie  Portraits  and  EAgiet 
extant  on  GoinSf  Gems,  VaseSf  Bas-Reliefs,  Basts,  Stataet,  et«."  (Abovt 
ninetj  Wood-cuts,  and  eight  Lithographic  Plates,  some  colored.) 

CHAPTn  III. — J.  AiTKBN  Miios.  "  On  the  Cranial  Characteristics  «f  ths 
Races  of  Men— exemplified  from  the  Mortonian  Collection  in  the  Aead^ 
my  of  Natural  Science  of  Philadelphia."  With  Notes  by  Josepb  Lbuit, 
M.  D.    rniustrated  by  about  fifty  Wood-cats.^ 

Chaftbb  I  v. — J.  C.  NoTT.  '*  Acclimation— or  tne  comparatiTe  ln!lne»ss 
of  Climate,  Endemic  and  Epedemic  Diseases,  on  Raees  of  Men." 

Chiptsr  v.— Gxo.  R.  Gliddon.  "The  Monogenists  and  the  Polygenitt*— 
exposition  of  the  doctrines  of  schools  professing  to  sustain  the  unity  sir 
the  diTersity  of  Human  Races ;  the  antiquity  of  Mankind  apon  eMtk, 
Tiewed  chronologically,  historieally,  and  palaeontologically ;"   eompri- 

'    sing  the  latest  disooTeries  in  Archaeology.    (With  fonr'Wood-cnts.) 

Chapter  VI, — Gxo.  R.  Gliddon.  Sbctiom  1.  *<  Commentary  upon  the 
Principal  distinctions  obserrable  among  Tarioos  gronps  of  bnmaaliy;^ 
Illustrated  by  a  large  lithographed  Tableau,  cont^ning  fifty-four  tinted 
heads  of  different  Races  throughout  the  world.  Rsctioh  2.  **  On  the 
geographical  distribution  of  the  *  Simiss'  in  relation  to  that  or  of  seas 
inferior  races  of  Men ;"  illustrated  by  a  Map  of  -ftfty-foar  tinted  Msa- 
keys  and  six  Human  Portraits. 

Alphabxtical  Lis?  of  BuBsoniBXES. 


ClimaJtology  of  the  Untied  States,  and  of  the  Temperate  Latkudee 
of  the  North  American  Continent,  Embracing  aftdt  compariscm 
of  these  ioith  the  Cllmaiology  of  the  temperate  latitude  of  Europe 
and  Asia,  And  especially  in  regard  to  Agriculture ,  Samtory 
Investigations f  and  Engineering.  With  Isothermal  and  Bam 
ChartifoT  each  season,  the  extreme  months ,  and  the  year,  Jk' 
eluding  a  Sumary  of  the  Statistics  of  Meteorological  Oheer- 
vations  in  the  United  States,  condensed  from  recent  scientific  ami 
official  publications.  By  Lourin  Blodgbt,  Author  of  seTeral 
recent  reports  on  American  Climatology ;  Member  of  the  Na- 
tional Institute,  and  of  various  learned  Societies,  pp.  536. 
J.  B.  Lippincott  A  Co.,  Philadelphia,  1857.  (  For  sale  by 
Rickey,  Malloy  &  Webb.)  Price  •5  00. 
We  have  received  a  copy  of  this  truly  magnificient  work,  just 

issued  by  Lippincott  &  Co.,  to  late  for  a  notice  in  the  Aogoit 

number. 
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SEIiEOTED  ABTICLES. 


Mwr&pean  Cotreipondenee  of  S^.  Louia  Med.  ^  Surg.  JaumaL 
By  Dr,  M.  A.  JPallbn. 

How  to  commence,  or  what  to  say  first,  is  to  me,  a  perfect 
novice  in  letter-writing,  rather  a  task  than  otherwise.  Wal- 
poles  and  Richelieos  now-a-days  devote  their  time  more  to  the 
cultivation  of  rhetoric  find  rhyme  than  to  following  N^laton 
and  Demarres,  or  visiting  the  ^^  Chariti^  "  and  the  ^'  Fiti^." 
Bat  as  Mr.  Micawber  was  always  waiting  for  something  to 
ham  upy  and  only  received  a  mayoralty  in  a  provincial  town 
in  the  end,  I  will  not  procrastinate  as  he  did,  fearing  a  like 
result.  In  London,  1  was  so  pressed  for  time  that  I  could 
Tiait  only  the  University  College  and  King's  College  hospitals ; 
at  the  former  I  arrived  some  two  hours  and  a  half  too  soon, 
and  could  not  return  again  at  two  o^clock,  the  visiting  hour, 
owing  to  other  engagements ;  which  was  much  to  be  regret- 
ted|  as  Quain,  Erichsen  and  some  othei*8.  Professors  in  this 
•chool,  are  too  well  known  to  be  passed  by  without  regret. 
At  the  latter,  most  fortunately,  the  visit  was  made  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  be  in  time  for  the  clinic  and  operations  of 
Mr.  Fergusson.  His  personnel  U  fine  and  commanding ;  he 
possesses  a  most  benevolent  and  kindly  face,  and  is  altogether 
one  who  would  make  a  favorable  impression  upon  the 
stranger.  The  subjects  of  his  clinic  and  operations  were  the 
same,  vix.:  UptUutj  Removal  of  a  fatty  tumor  from  the  inner 
lialf  of  the  great  quadrangle,  and  Kesection  of  the  elbow  joinij 
on  account  of  a  pulpy  degeneration  of  the  synovial  membrane. 
His  remarks  were  short,  and  by  no  means  so  eloquent  and 
instructive  as  one  would  be  led  to  presuppose  from  such  a 
man,  with  such  a  reputation.  However,  what  he  lacked  in 
copia  verborum  he  made  up  with  the  brilliancy  and  beftuty  of 
his  operations :  although,  some  of  our  own  home  surgeons, 
not  bavins  his  reputation,  handle  the  scalpel  with  equal 
facility  and  more  grace.  Mr.  Fergusson  remarked  that  with 
regard  to  the  tumor  and  to  epulis,  he  had  nothing  more  to 
say  than  what  he  had  frequently  and  repeatedly  reiterated ; 
but  in  relation  to  the  resection  he  had  something  to  commu- 
nicate which  was  not  as  yet  published,  and  which  perhaps 
many  of  his  auditors  had  never  heard,  because  to  his  knowl- 
edge he  was  the  only  person  who  had  ever  observed  it.  and 
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that  before  he  made  up  his  opinion  aa  to  the  correctness  of 
his  statement  in  relation  to  the  dia^osis,  it  or  they  were 
verified  by  an  examination  of  the  specimen,  or  by  an  autopsy. 
Thus,  in  pulpy  degeneration  of  the  synovial  membrane  of  the 
elbow  joint,  there  was  a  peculiar  kind  of  motion  in  the  elbow 
joint,  entirely  abnormal,  and  that  such  motion  consisted  of  a 
swaying  or  nwingmg  from  tide  to  tide  of  the  forearmy  com- 
fUtely  distincty  and  bearing  no  rehxtUm  to  ike  humeruB  whd- 
ever;  there  was  another  symptom  of  this  same  disease,  fpulpj 
defeneration,)  to  wl^ch  he  would  like  to  call  attention,  to 
which, however,  he  had  not  the  honor  of  claiming  authorship: 
this  symptom,  rather  small  and  trifling  in  appearance,  (hence 
easily  overlooked,)  but  one  really  of  great  importance,  con- 
sisted  in  an  elasticity  of  the  olecranon  process. 

Th6  patient,  upon  whom  he  was  about  to  operate,  had  been 
in  the  hospital  only  three  days.  For  such  haste  to  operatSi 
Mr.  F.  then  proceeded  to  give  his  reasons.  The  first  was, 
that  the  patient  had  been  suffering  from  the  malady  for  some 
time ;  Secondly,  that  as  a  ^enerd  thiujg,  and  especially  so 
with  hospital  patients,  (owing  to  poverty,  class,  etc.,)  the 
system  was  not  in  the  beet  condition  in  the  world  for  the 
reception  of  medicaments,  etc.,  and  that  mechanical  means 
generally  were  adopted  as  a  last  resort  when  every  thing 
else  had  failed,  (which  did  so  always  with  him,)  the  patient 
reduced  to  hectic  from  a  prolonged  and  wasting  disease,  and 
as  a  consequence  could  not  well  rally  from  such  a  formidable 
operation. 

After  witnessing  the  different  arrangements  of  the  hospital, 
which  are  very  complete,  I  took  my  leave  of  King's  College 
Hospital,  very  much  gratified  with  all  that  I  had  seen. 

Here  in  Paris  every  thing  in  the  hospital  line  is  new  to  an 
American.  The  arrangements,  methods  of  conduction,  and 
modes  j>{  taking  care  of  the  sick,  are  rather  different,  and 
are  on  altogether  diflferent  plans  from  those  at  home,  some 
better  and  some  worse ;  for  the  benefit  of  the  student  all  are 
infinitely  superior  to  those  of  the  United  States,  but  for  the 
patients  far  otherwise.  Thus,  to  anticipate  a  little,  at  the 
Hospital  of  Clinical  Medicine,  immediately  opposite  to  the 
School  of  Medicine,  Paul  Dubois  is  the  physician  to  the  lying- 
in-wards,  and  N<^laton  the  surgeon  in  chief.  Although  pre- 
vious reading  and  knowledge  had  induced  me  to  anticipate 
somewhat  the  procedure  as  regards  the  delivery  of  women, 
I  must  confess  naving  been  somewhat  shocked  at  seeing  the 
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bed  clothes  thrown  up,  and  the  woman's  person  completely 
exposed,  in  order  that  the  students  might  witness  the  exit  of 
the  child  from  the  outlet.  Again,  never  is  a  bandage  placed 
around  the  woman  after  delivery,  as  it  is  with  us  and  in 
Bngland.  As  for  the  child  it  is  wrapped  in  a  coarse  linen 
doSi,  very  thin,  and  hence  no  doubt  the  great  mortality  of 
these  new-born  children ;  for  after  leaving  the  uterus,  with 
a  temperature  of  100^  Fahr.,  it  is  exposed  to  a  temperature 
of  from  60  to  12P ;  thus,  to  any  one  it  is  apparent  that  the 
new-bom  infant  is  liable  to  internal  congestions,  sure  pre- 
OBraore  to  future  disease.  As  to  greasing  and  bathing  the 
little  ones,  no  hurry  seems  to  be  made.  As  to  the  hospitals, 
courses  and  lectures,  I  will  endeavor  to  give  you  such  news 
m  I  possiblji^  can  gain.  Hotel-Dieu  is  the  oldest,  and  the  first 
iduch  I  visited ;  hence  the  first  in  description  and  history. 
Hotel-Dieu  was  founded  in  the  year  660  by  St.  Landry, 
Bishop  of  Paris,  and  Erchinoald,  Mayor  of  that  place. 
Plulip  Augustus,  Saint  Louis,  Henry  IV.  and  several  others 
endowed  it,  and  contributed  very  much  to  its  maintenance 
md  extension.  This  hospital  was  established  for  patients  of 
every  age,  sex,  clime  or  persuasion.  The  number  of  beds 
mder  the  reira  of  Saint  Louis  was  900 ;  under  Henry  IV., 
1800;  under  Louis  XIII.,  1800 ;  under  Louis  XIY.,  1900; 
after  this  reign,  for  several  years,  the  population  of  the 
Hotel-Dieu  knew,  as  it  were,  no  limits,  for  in  1709  it  amounted 
to  9,000  persons,  and  from  high  authority  we  are  assured  that 
m  1698  nrom  fourteen  to  fifteen  persons  were  obliged  to  sleep 
m  the  same  bed,  which  induces  one  to  believe  that  the  num- 
ber must  hare  exceeded  10,000:  the  grand  total  of  beds  never 
•fe  any  time  was  more  than  1,000,  of  which  600  were  large, 
$md  400  smalL  This  I  gather  from  the  report  of  Bally,  Lenon 
and  Lavoisier  upon  the  state  of  Hotel-lJieu  in  1787,  a  part 
of  which  is  subjoined,  and  (which,  with  the  statistics,  etc., 
off  Hotel-Dieu  and  other  hospitals,  is  obtained  from  •'  little 
irork  entitled  ^Notice  sur  les  Hospitaux  de Paris,"  published 
hj  Germer-Bailliire,  July,  1856.) 

^The  committee  have  observed,  that  the  great  defect  In  the 
arrangements  of  Hotel-Dieu  consists  in  crowding  too  many 
beds  in  one  place,  and  forcing  as  many  as  four  or  five  persons 
to  sleep  in  one  bed.  The  dying  are  mixed  with  the  dead 
m  are  also  the  living,  all  crowded  together.  In  the  wards 
where  the  passages  are  narrow,  where  the  light  penetrates 
byl  dflnly,  the  air  is  loaded  and  reeking  witii  iiunud  vapon 
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The  committee  have  also  observed  that  the  eonvalesoeiits  are 
in  the  same  ward  with  those  who  are  ill  or  dying,  or  dead* 
And  those  who  desired  to  breathe  the  fresh  air  had  to  go  oot, 
summer  or  winter,  with  legs  naked  and  bare,  upon  the 
^^  Saint  Charles  "  bridge.  On  the  third  floor  was  a  ward 
for  convalescents,  access  to  which  could  not  be  had  save  bj 

{)a8sing  through  a  ward  for  small-pox  patients.  The  wara 
or  the  insane  was  contiguous  to  that  in  which  were  the 
unfortunates  who  had  si^ered  from  the  most  formidable 
operations,  who  could  not  even  hope  for  repose  in  such  a 
neighborhood,  where  frantic  cries  were  heard  day  and  ni^^t 
Often  contagious  diseases  were  placed  in  a  ward  where  there 
were  none,  as  also  were  women  in  a  ward  who  had  fevers  of 
a  non-exanthematous  type,  with  those  who  were  attacked 
with  small-pox.  In  the  operating  room,  where  patients 
were  trepanned,  and  where  their  limbs  were  amputated,  were 
patients  already  operated  upon,  and  others  who  expected 
such  like  treatment ;  here  idso  were  seen  all  preparations 
for  operations,  and  all  of  the  cries  of  pain  were  heard.  Can 
any  one  imagine  the  feelings  of  those  who  expected  to  be 
operated  upon  at  some  future  day,  or  even  think  how  muck 
those  who  had  sufiered  such,  must  have  been  moved  by  the 
cries  of  distress !  Such  were  the  terrors  and  the  emotions 
that  daily  influenced  them  amidst  all  of  the  accidents  of 
suppuration  or  of  inflammation,  thereby  either  retarding 
re-establishment  or  endangering  life.  In  the  lying-in-wan^ 
St.  Joseph,  all  classes  are  admitted,  moral  or  immoral, 
healthy  or  unhealthy ;  three  or  four  sleep  in  the  same  bed, 
exposed  to  insomnolency,  liable  to  contagion,  and  in  danger 
of  crushing  their  infants :  women  already  delivered,  and 
in  difierent  stages  of  their  confinement,  sleep  four  or  five  in 
one  bed. 

^^  The  heart  sickens  at  the  thought  of  human  beings  one 
infecting  the  other,  the  greater  number  of  whom  either 
perish  or  leave  the  hospital  with  a  shattered  constitution. 
A  thousand  accidental  and  particular  causes  combine 
each  day  with  constant  and  general  ones  to  make  foul  the 
atmosphere."  *  *  «  vVe,  the  committee,  are  forced  to 
conclude  that  Hotel-Dieu  is  the  most  unhealthy  and  incon- 
venient of  all  the  hospitals,  and  that  it  occasions  the  death 
of  two  patients  out  of  every  nine." 

After  the  revolution,  and  beginning  with  the  consulate  of 
Napdeon,  the  most  important  changes  were  progressively 
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effected.  The  insane  of  both  sexes  were  removed  to 
Charenton,  to  the  Salpetri^re,  and  afterwards  to  BicStre,  and 
hospitals  were  devoted  to  specialties,  such  as  Ijing-in-rooms, 
and  for  sick  children  and  for  venereal  diseases.  The  average 
number  of  deaths  since  1816  has  been  1  in  every  4  and 
48-lOOths,  and  the  average  duration  of  sojourn  has  been 
28  and  78-lOOths  days.  Thus  Hotel-Dieu  has  a  history 
which,  to  do  it  justice,  would  require  folios,  but  I  must  be 
brief.  The  Emeritus- Honorary  Physicians  are,  Ghomel, 
Chienean  de  Mussy,  Jadioux  and  Louis. 

Physicians  in  attendance — Rostan,  Trousseau,  Legroux, 
Herteloup,  Gu^rard,  Grisolle,  Pi^dagnel,  Sandras.  Surgeons 
— Langier,  Jobert,  Boyer.  Such  a  meagre  account  of  the 
principal  hospital  in  Europe  as  the  above,  is  not  such  as  I 
would  like  to  give ;  however,  the  limits  of  a  letter  will  not 
permit  further  detail. 


JSbyehnism — Syrwpsis  of  Comparative  Diagnosis.    By  L.  Ch. 

&)ISLINI£RE,  St.  Louis. 

\sL    JHsiinctive  Signs  between  Strychnism  and  Traumatic 

or  Idiopathic  Tetanus. 


STRTOnirUM. 

IftTMion  iudden, 

Ngt  emued  by  a  wound  or  exposure 
to  cold. 

Vrimus  ft  veiy  rare  symptom. 

Msmus  ft  hut  symptom. 

Opistbotonos  an  early  symptom. 

OosTulsiTetwitohings  the  first  symp- 
tom. 

JhiUnation  to  Tomit. 

Muecme  flow  of  saliyft. 

J^  rieue  sftrdonious. 

Vke  hands  ftnd  f99i  firet  ftlTeoted. 

limifetl  duration   of  symptoms  ftt 

onset 
Saffbcaiion  an  early  symptom. 
OeihanicMkeprickmge  of  extremities. 
JbUoUranee  of  touch. 
Ague-like  trembling. 
Diaeftse  ekort, 

live  eadamrio 

dimieiy  alter  death. 


TRAUMATIC  AND  IDIOPATHIC  TKTAHUS. 

Invasion  preceded  by  symptoms. 

Can  be  traced  to  a  wound  or  exposure 
to  cold. 

Trismus  a  eonetant  symptom. 

Trismus  t^firet  symptom. 

Opisthotonos  a  late  symptom. 

ConvulsiTe  twitchings  the  laet  symp- 
tom. 

No  inclination  to  Tomit. 

No  mucous  flow  of  salWa. 

RitUM  tardonicue. 

The  hands  and  feet  last  aifected,  un- 
less they  present  a  wound. 

Symptoms  continwm§  when  once 
begun. 

SuiTocation  a  late  symptom. 

No  galvaniC'Uke  prickings. 

No  intolerance  of  touch. 

No  such  trembling. 

Disease  longer. 

No  cadaTorio  rigukiy  immediattly 
after  death. 
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Mly.   Diitinetive  8ign$  between  SKrychmum  and  EpUeftg. 


•TftTCHNISM. 

Ko  premonitory  aura, 

A  teream  foWnoing  the  iBTMlen. 

Sensibilitj  exaggerated. 

No  coma  with  tie  oonTulBlon. 

Pftiieni  eonHiowe  to  the  last 

No  change  in  the  color  of  the  face. 

Flow  of  taUva. 

Opisthotonos. 

No  diferenee  as  to  time. 

No  lunar  influence. 


Preceded  bj  mtra 

A  scream  prendmg  the  iBTiabm  if 

seisure. 
Lo$M  of  sensibility  eow^Uie. 
Coma  atwage  exists  after  the  oofiTol- 

sion. 
Patient  imeomthue  in  last  momeftla. 
Face  becomes  tnrgescent  and  blniik. 
Foaming  at  the  month. 
No  epistholoaes  er  only  tUgfct 
Ocears  mostly  at  nighi. 
Lunar  influenoe  (doobtfUl)* 


8dljf.    DUtinetive  Sigm  between  Strjfehniim  and  Angina 

pectarii. 


STmTCHHIBM. 

No  difference  as  to  age. 

Not  excited  by  external  eanses. 

Disease  begins  at  extremiiiei. 

Suffocation  of  long  duration. 

No  eructations. 

Opisthotonos. 

Tetanic  rigidity  of  extremities. 

Intolerance  of  touch. 


Most  frequent  fh^m  the  age  of  forty 

to  fifty. 
Attack  induced  by  walking  against 

the  wind  or  going  up  stairs. 
Disease  begins    with    Tery  Tolest 

pain  under  sternum. 
Suffocation  a  ehorkr  time. 
EructatioDO. 
No  opisthotonos. 
No  tetanic  rigidity  of  extremities. 
No  intoUranee  ef  touch. 


Athty.    Distinctive  Sign*  between  Sirtfchnism  and  General 

Convulsions. 


STRTCBNI8M. 

Not  preceded  hj  head  system. 

A  shriek  following  accession  of  con< 

Tulsions. 
TeUnic  rigidity  of  limbs. 

Intellect  unimpaired  to  the  last. 

No  difference  as  to  age. 


OXNIRAL  COKTirLSIOlie. 

Preceded  by  head  symptoms. 
No  shriek. 

Tendency  of  limbs  to  assume  the 
elate  of  abduction  or  flexion. 

Intellect  more  or  less  impaired  and 
lost  in  lest  momente. 

More  frequent  in  childhood. 


itUy.  IHstinctive  Signs  between  Strjfehnism  and  ChanuUs  im 

the  Spinal  Cord. 


STSTCRHISM. 

Not  preceded  by  symptoms  of  spinal 

inflammation. 
Disease  ehart 
GoBTulsioBS  remitting. 
No  paralysis. 
No  differtBM  at  to  age. 


apivAL  oRAniTLn, 

Preceded   by    symptoms   of   spinal 

arachnitis. 
Disease  long. 
GoBTulsions  ooatlanoM. 
Paralysis. 
Affects  old  penoBi. 
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ttUy.    Distinctive  Signs  between  Strychnitm  and  Hysteria, 


•TBTCBXISM. 

BoUl  MXM  liable. 

JTo  precnrtory  tymptoms. 

AaetMion  of  eonTiilsions  independ^ 
eat  of  the  will. 

GoBTulelone,  of  a  rigid,  tetanie  fonn, 
and  limited  at  first  to  extremi- 
ties. 

jr«  tendency  to  jactitation. 

Faeies  profoundly  altered. 

No  globus  hystericus. 

Mo  tremor  of  eyelids. 

Opiithotonos  or  constant  symptom. 


HTBTIHIA. 

Aif^ts  (almost)  exelusiTely  female 

sex. 
Pr€cur$ory  symptoms. 
More  or  less  under  the  control  of 

the  will. 
GonTulsiTO  moTcments  Tariousi  ex- 

tensiye,  rapid  and  irregular. 

Jactitation. 

No  alteration  of  fiscies. 
Globus  hystericus. 
ConTulsive  tremor  of  the  eyelids. 
Opisthotonos  very  rare  and  incom- 
plete. 


THB  ANTIDOTES  FOB  STRTCHNIA. 

The  following  is  the  treatment  proposed  by  Botichardat,  a 
bte  authority : 

^  1.  Empty  the  stomach,  as  promptly  as  possible,  with 
in  emetic  or  very  salt  water,  or  tartar  emetic — give  the  salt- 
INiter  in  very  large  doses. 

2.  GKve,  after  repeated  doses  of  iodurated  watery  prepared 
thus: 

fSt.    Iodide  of  Potassium,  four  scruples ; 
Iodine    .     ...    six  grains ; 
Water     ....    one  quart 
The  dose  is  half  a  tumbler  full.    It  is  necessary  to  give  an 
iteess  of  this  antidote;  for  it  has  been  found  that  the  iodide 
of  the  iodhydrate  of  strychnia,  although  completely  insoluble 
in  acidulated  water  was  still  poisonous. 

8.  To  oppose  the  tetanic  symptoms  caused  by  the  absorption 
dt  the  strychnine  we  have  not  unfortunately  sufficient  clinical 
JUta  for  a  sure  treatment.  There  are,  however,  certain 
general  principles  upon  which  we  can  act.  For  instance,  in 
strychnia  poisonings,  respiration  must  be,  by  all  means,  kept 
mp  either  by  inspirations  of  oxygen,  or  by  alternate  pressure 
a&.d  expansions  of  the  thorax.    (GhJvanism.) 

As  soon  as  the  vomiting  is  under  control,  opium  must  be 
tted  as  the  most  sure  and  most  prompt  agent  to  oppose 
tetanic  rigidity.  If  the  vomiting  continues,  tincture  of  opium 
fldgfat  be  used  in  injections-*repeat  this  remedy  according 
to  the  effect  prodocecL'' 
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CUorofarm  also  has  been  recommended  and  found  an 
excellent  remedy  for  the  tetanic  spasms.  The  Boston  Medical 
Journal,  Nov.,  1852,  contains  a  case  of  poisoning  by  strychnia, 
cured  by  inhalaixonB  of  chloroform.  Dr.  W.  N.  Russell,  of 
St.  Louis,  found  it  very  beneficial  in  relieving  the  intensity  of 
&e  tetanic  convulsions  which  his  patient  suffered,  althoudi 
the  enormous  dose  (twenty  grains),  taken  in  this  case,  coud 
not  but  prove  eventually  fatal. — Ihid. 


Lecture  on  Cancer  Cfures  and  Cancer  Ourere,  Delivered^ 
the  Orosvenor  Place  School  of  Medicine^  July  8,  1857.  By 
T.  Spencer  Wells,  P.  R.  C.  S. ;  Lecturer  on  Surgery  al 
the  School ;  Surgeon  to  the  Samaritan  Hospital,  etc. 

Gentlemen  : — So  much  has  been  said  lately  about  cer- 
tain pretended  cures  of  cancer,  and  so  much  interest  has  been 
excited  by  trials  of  a  variety  of  caustics,  with  the  hope  thai 
they  might  replace  the  knife  in  the  removal  of  cancerous 
tumors,  that  I  think  you  should  be  acquainted  with  the  pres- 
ent state  of  the  question.  I  shall,  therefore,  devote  this  lec- 
ture specially  to  an  account  of  some  of  the  persons  who  have 
been  most  notorious  as  "  Cancer  Curers,"  making  a  few 
remarks  on  the  relative  value  of  the  knife  and  caustics  in  the 
treatment  of  cancer,  and  conclude  by  pointing  out  such  means 
as  may  enable  you  in  many  cases  to  dispense  with  either  one 
or  the  other. 

The  cases  you  now  see  are,  I  presume,  chiefly  in  Hospital 
practice,  where  you  are  not  likely  to  meet  with  the  "  cancer 
curers."  I  may  as  well,  therefore,  give  you  one  or  two  instances 
of  the  sort  of  cases  you  may  meet  with  in  private.  In  the  year 
1853  I  was  sent  for  to  see  a  gentleman  well  known  in  the 
higher  ranks  of  London  society.  He  had  a  malignant  tum<» 
beneath  the  angle  of  the  left  jaw,  and  his  case  is  so  excellent 
an  example  of  t  e  way  in  which  people  with  cancer  run  about, 
first  among  the  Surgeons  and  then  to  the  cancer  curers,  that 
I  will  relate  it  at  some  length.  This  gentleman  first  complained 
of  a  sore  in  the  inside  of  the  left  cheek.  He  fancied  he  had 
bitten  it.  Then  it  was  thought  that  a  decayed  tooth  had 
caused  it,  and  the  tooth  was  extracted.  Then  caustic  waa 
used.  Still  it  did  not  get  well,  and  Mr.  Fergusson  was  con- 
8ulted«    He  excised  the  diseased  part :  a  good  deal  of  bleed- 
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ing  followed,  and  styptics  were  used  freely.  Some  time  after 
swelling  came  on  beneath  the  jaw,  and  Mr.  Lawrence  was 
consulted.  He  said  the  disease  was  malignant,  advised  atten- 
tion to  the  general  health,  and  a  course  of  sarsaparilla.  Then 
I  was  called  in.  The  skin  at  that  time  was  on  the  point  of 
nying  way.  I  employed  congelation  by  Dr.  Amott's  process. 
This  did  some  temporary  good.  It  gave  relief  to  pain,  and  I 
felt  pretty  sure  that  it  retarded  the  growth  of  the  tumor. 
However,  the  patient  was  not  content  with  that,  and  Dr. 
Marsden  was  sent  for.  He  advised  a  very  generous  diet. 
Soon  after  this  the  skin  gave  way,  and  carrot  poultices  were 
iMed.  Then  came  the  turn  of  the  cancer  curers.  Dr.  Patti- 
Bon  was  sent  for,  and  had  sense  enough  to  see  that  he  could 
do  nothing,  but  made  the  most  of  the  case,  of  course,  by  say- 
ing that  if  he  had  becn^called  in  at  first,  he  should  certainly 
liave  effected  a  cure.  Then  a  German  empiric  was  heard  of, 
who  was  doins  wonders  somewhere  on  the  Rhine,  and  he  was 
written  to.  He  offered  to  come  over  for  five  hundred  pounds, 
and  ultimately  an  arrangement  was  made  to  give  him  three 
Imndred.  He  came,  saw,  and  conquered — not  the  disease,  but 
the  patient.  He  applied  a  very  strong  caustic  one  Monday ; 
on  tae  Tuesday  it  bad  destroved  the  coats  of  a  large  artery, 
which  gave  way,  and  the  patient  bled  to  death  in  a  very  few 
minutes. 

Every  one  who  has  seen  much  practice  in  town  could  tell 
fnch  stories  as  these,  but  one  I  have  heard  Dr.  Jenner  relate 
18  most  striking.  He  was  called  one  morning,  seven  or  eight 
Tears  ago,  to  see  a  lady  who  was  said  to  have  fainted.  He 
nmnd  a  lady  dead  in  bed,  and  a  cancer  curer  just  about  to 
reapply  a  dressing  upon  the  breast  of  the  dead  woman.  This 
person  was  so  ignorant  of  medicine  that  he  did  not  know  she 
was  dead ;  he  was  horror-struck  when  Dr.  Jenner  told  him  so, 
and  had  just  before  assured  the  husband  that  his  wife  was  going 
on  well,  and  would  soon  be  cured.  The  quack  was  not  pun- 
idied.  The  husband  and  friends  were  ashamed  of  having  been 
doped,  and  they  kept  quiet. 

Hume  is  not  the  first  nor  the  only  philosopher  who  has 
remarked  how  constantly  mankind  is  deceived  by  the  very 
•ame  tricks  played  over  and  over  again.  ^^  In  spite  of  all 
weming,  we  see  one  generation  after  another,  with  their  eyes 
wide  open,  walk  into  the  same  gulf  of  fraud,  quackery,  and 
imposture."  This  is  especially  true  in  relation  to  medicine 
Large  fortunes  have  been  made  by  the  Bale  of  a  single  nos 
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tram.  Perkins  sold  thousands  of  his  '^  tractors  "  at  five  gm- 
neas  a  pair.  Mesmer,  and  Deslon  his  papil,  mametixed  maaj 
thousands  of  pounds  into  their  pockets.  The  fortunes  mi^ 
by  Majersbach  and  Schwejnfurtn  in  London  in  the  last  cea- 
tury  were  splendid,  and  at  the  present  day  more  than  one 
empiric  has  the  art  of  attracting  crowds  from  every  part  of 
Europe,  to  some  obscure  German  village.  Some  or  these 
people  may  not  do  much  absolute  harm,  b«it  we  are  not  with- 
out instances  of  victims  to  quackery  in  every  class  of  life. 
Horace  Walpole  gives  us  a  list  of  several  distinguished  sailer" 
era.  ^^  Sir  Robert  Walpole,"  says  Horace,  *'  was  killed  by  s 
lithotriptic  medicine;  Lord  Bolingbroke  by  a  man  who  pre- 
tended to  cure  him  of  cancer  in  the  face ;  and  Winnington 
died  some  time  after,  by  the  ignorance  of  a  quack  who  phy* 
sicked  and  bled  him  to  aeath  in  a  few  days  for  a  slight  rbea- 
matism."  There  is  no  msA  now  in  large  practice  who  could 
not  add  to  this  list  some  victim  of  the  quackish  follies  of  the 
day;  and  it  becomes  our  duty  to  inquire  why  the  public  are 
so  apt  to  think  favorably  of  those  wno  profess  to  possess 
secret  remedies  for  diseases  which  are  considered  by  regularly 
educated  members  of  the  Medical  Profession  to  be  incoraUe. 
Now,  there  are  various  reasons  for  the  success  of  empiries; 
but  the  principal  reason  is,  that  in  many  cases  where  honest 
men  give  no  hope,  the  quacks  promise  health  and  life ;  aod 
the  patients,  like  drowning  men,  catch  at  every  twig  and 
shadow.  Then  there  is  the  love  of  novelty,  and  the  benevo- 
lent desire  to  promote  anything  which  promises  to  relieve  pain 
or  save  life ;  and  an  English  feeling  of  giving  fair  play  to 
everybody,  and  not  allowing  any  class  of  men  to  exercise  s 
monopoly  of  the  healing  art.  Then  self-love  comes  into  play. 
People  are  apt  to  be  led  away  by  confident  assertions ;  they 
espouse  a  scheme  warmly,  and  say  so  much  in  its  favor,  that 
when  the  bubble  bursts,  they  find  it  difficult  to  confess  their 
error.  When  the  imposition  is  discovered,  the  partisan  is 
ashamed  of  having  been  duped,  and  holds  his  tongue.  Even 
those  who  have  suffered  both  in  health  and  pocEet  think  it 
better,  for  the  sake  of  their  own  reputation  as  sensible  people, 
to  keep  quiet.  Probably  such  reserve  would  be  less  frequent 
if  it  were  considered  that  others  suffer  from  a  perpetuation  of 
the  delusion,  and  the  deceptions  would  be  acknowledged  as 
soon  as  discovered.  This  duty,  however;  is  overlooked ;  for 
while  actions  for  malpraxis  are  not  unfrequent  aninst  Medi- 
cal vMkf  it  is  rare  to  find  an  empiric  arraigned,    x  et  the  lite 
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Lord  Gardeetone  took  the  trouble  to  inquire  for  a  number  of 
persons  who  had  actually  attested  marvellous  cures,  and  found 
thftt  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  number  ^^  died  very  shortly 
after  they  had  been  cured ;"  and  I  shall  show  you  presently 
that  we  are  not  without  similar  results  of  equally  maryellous 
euros  in  our  own  day.  I  think  this  should  teach  us  all  a  les- 
•OD.  We  have  chosen  the  profession  of  Medicine.  It  is  our 
datVy  our  business,  to  study  how  to  cure  disease ;  and  we 
engnt  never  to  look  upon  any  disease  as  incurable,  never  to 
nve  up  any  case  as  entirely  hopeless  ;  for  '^  the  extinction  of 
hope  is  the  extinction  of  endeavor."  Let  me  impress  upon 
jou,  then,  the  duty  of  looking  upon  diseases  commonly  con- 
fidered  incurable  in  a  more  hopeful  spirit, — ^regarding  them 
only  as  incurable  because  our  art  is  imperfect,  and  of  search- 
ing diligently  for  a  remedy  which  may  remove  the  imperfec- 
tion. We  may  thus  keep  hope  alive — ^we  may  alleviate  where 
we  can  not  cure,  soothe  where  we  can  not  save ;  and  even  if 
the  patients  are  not  directly  benefited,  their  indirect  gain 
will  be  great  if  they  be  preserved  from  the  snares  of  ignorant 
impostors. 

There  are  some  special  reasons  why,  of  all  the  different 
elasses  of  empirics,  the  ^'  cancer  curers  "  should  attract  a  large 
ihare  of  public  attention.  Cancer  has  been  too  generaUy 
treated  and  regarded  by  medical  men  as  incurable,  and  the 
frequency  of  the  return  of  the  disease  after  the  removal  of  a 
eancerous  tumor  by  the  knife  is  confessed  by  all  honost  men. 
Then  there  is  the  natural  fear  of  the  knife  ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  bold  assertions  and  confident  promises  of  the  cancer 
carer.  These  persons  all  tell  the  same  story.  They  exagge- 
rate the  pain  and  danger  attending  excision ;  they  endeavor 
to  persuade  the  public,  and  even  their  patients,  that  the  use 
0f  their  caustics  is  not  attended  with  much  pain,  and  with  no 
loss  of  blood.  They  call  innocent  tumors  cancer.  They 
conceal  unsuccessful  cases ;  so  do  those  who  are  ashamed  of 
having  been  imposed  on ;  and  medical  men  will  not  incur  the 
charge  of  jealous  rivalry  by  making  them  known.  Lastly, 
they  assert  that,  while  relapse  is  the  rule  after  excision,  it  is 
the  exception  after  the  removal  by  their  caustics ;  and  they 
have  a  theory,  which  looks  plausible  enough  to  the  public, 
explaining  why  this  should  be :  they  say  they  remove  the 
•  roots,  which  the  knife  does  not. 

This  notion  of  the  rooU  of  cancers  leads  me  to  say  some- 
thiag  about  Planket  and  Guy,  cancer  cureni  of  the  past  can- 
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tury,  who  adopted  it — just  as  it  has  been  adopted  by  two 
American  physicians,  Dr.  Pattison  and  Dr.  Fell,  who  hafe 
treated  cancers  by  secret  remedies  in  London  for  some  yean 
past.  The  notion  is,  that  tbeir  applications  not  only  destroy 
the  tumor  itself,  but  penetrate,  by  a  sort  of  intelligent  power 
or  elective  affinity,  in'certain  directions,  corresponding  ezactty 
with  these  supposed  roots  of  the  cancer,  eating  away  or  draw- 
ing out  these  roots,  without  affecting  the  sonnd  flesh  into 
which  they  are  ingrafted.  On  removing  such  tumors,  they 
show  filaments  of  hardened  cellular  tissue,  or  portions  of  sab- 
jacent  muscle,  keeping  up  the  connection  ;  and  on  the  tumon 
they  preserve  in  bottles,  they  show  similar  prolongations,  or 
shreds,  hanging  into  the  spirit  in  which  the  tumors  are  pre- 
served. These  are,  in  all  probability,  merely  portions  or  the 
surrounding  tissues  which  have  been  destroyed  by  the  action 
of  the  caustic.  Possibly  these  supposed  roots  may  have  given 
rise  to  the  term  "  cancer ; — the  crab  holding  firmly  with  its 
claws  the  prey  it  had  grasped.  However  this  may  be,  yon 
can  sec  at  once  how  likely  such  reasoning  is  to  affect  the 
imagination  of  patients. 

Plunket  practised  as  a  cancer  curer  in  London  in  the  early 
part  of  last  century.  He  is  said  to  have  known  little  or  notb- 
ing  of  surgery  in  general,  and  to  have  practised  from  the  tra- 
ditionary directions  of  his  namesake,  formerly  an  empiric  in 
L*eland,  who  left  the  receipt  for  his  medicine,  with  directions 
for  its  use,  to  Steevens's  Hospital.  Guy,  who  was  a  member 
of  the  "  Corporation  of  Surgeons,"  purchased  ths  secret  of 
Plunket  about  1754,  and  in  his  account  of  the  medicine,  says 
it  had  been  known  by  the  name  of  "  Plunket's  Poultice,"  and 
had  been  used  by  Plunket  and  his  ancestors  for  more  than  a 
century.  A  controversy  took  place  between  Guy  and  Gata- 
ker,  and  in  the  Lloyd* 8  Evening  Postj  March  6th,  1760,  old 
Plunket  gives  his  own  receipt,  as  follows : 

Crow's  foot,  which  grows  in  low  ground,  ^ 
one  handful.  >well  poundel 

Dog  fennel,  three  sprigs,  ) 

Crude  brimstone,  three  middling  thimbles-fall. 

White  arsenic,  the  same  quantity.  AH  incorporated  well 
in  a  mortar,  then  made  into  small  balls,  the  sise  of  nutmegSi 
and  dried  in  the  sun. 

Sir  Chas.  Blicke,  with  whom  Abernethy  served  his  appren* 
ticeship,  used  Plunket's  caustic  very  much  in  the  treatment 
of  caiLceronn  sores,  and  bis  pupils  used  to  be  employod  in 
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ndiering  ranonoalus  and  dog  fennel,  and  making  them  into 
tiie  paste. 

It  ifl  curious  to  remark  how  imitative  even  ereat  discoverers 
may  be.  The  escharotic  effects  of  arsenic  had  been  known  to 
the  Ghreek  and  Roman  physicians — they  had  not  been  forgot- 
ten in  the  Middle  Ages.  The  mineral  had  been  used  for  cen- 
turies in  the  remove  of  cancerous  diseases.  Plunket  adds 
•ome  crow's  foot  and  dog  fennel  to  it,  and  becomes  a  great 
cancer  curer  in  London.  The  chloride  of  sine  is  proved  to  be 
an  excellent  caustic,  by  Hancke,  Canquoin,  Alexander  Ure, 
and  others*  They  even  use  it  to  remove  malignant  growths. 
Dr.  Fell  adds  some  Sanguinaria  canadensu  to  it,  and  four 
Mntlemen  of  the  very  highest  character  and  professional  posi- 
tion, expressing  no  disapproval  of  the  use  of  a  secret  remedy, 
mad  wi^out  trial  of  the  unaided  powers  of  the  vegetable,  pub- 
lish a  certificate  on  Dr.  FeU's  ^^  mode  of  treatment,"  compli- 
Bseating  it  as  ^'  ingenious,  safe,  and  easy  of  application." 

It  was  Ouy's  caustic,  or  rather  the  Plunket's  paste,  that 
killed  Lord  Bolingbroke,  and  many  others  were  poisoned  by 
tike  local  use  of  arsenic  ;  yet  this  did  not  prevent  Lord  Arun- 
del from  buying  the  receipt  of  the  wife  of  a  blacksmith,  so 
Ignorant  that  she  could  not  sign  her  name,  but  a  noted  cancer 
over,  named  Elisabeth  Fellow.  This  was  Ions  known  as 
Lord  Arundel's  Cancer  Cure.  It  was  an  arsenical  powder, 
•nd  a  wash  of  corrosive  sublimate,  and  no  doubt  killed  a  great 
nnmber  of  poor  women.  However,  like  Plunket's  paste,  a 
flreat  many  cancerous  and  other  tumors  were  removed  entire 
by  it;  and  Mr.  Justamond,  who  was  Surgeon  to  the  West- 
minster Hospital  some  seventy  or  eighty  years  ago,  tried  them 
both  very  extensively,  arriving  at  the  conclasion  that  the 
advantage  gained  did  not  compensate  for  the  risk  incurred. 
It  is  cunous  to  find  how  Mr.  Justamond  anticipated  much  that 
has  been  going  on  in  London  during  the  last  three  or  four 
jears  by  cancer  curers,  and  it  may  be  worth  while  to  read  you 
mther  a  long  extract  from  a  pamphlet  he  published  in  1780, 
giving  an  account  of  his  experiments. 

After  describing  various  methods  he  had  used  without  suc- 
oess,  he  mentions  a  case  in  which  he  resolved  to  attempt 
extirpation  by  the  arsenical  caustic.  ^^  My  patient  was 
extremely  timorous,  and  would  by  no  means  l>e  persuaded  to 
Mbmit  to  the  operation  by  the  knife.  She  had  a  very  hard 
etubbom  schirrhns  in  the  right  breast,  iust  above  the  nipple, 
of  the  aiae  of  a  small  apple,  and  beyond  this,  a  small  inaura- 
VOL.  xvin.— 89. 
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ted  gland  under  the  axilla.   The  arsenical  preparation  I  used 
in  this  case  was  composed  of  one-third  of  antimony  and  two- 
thirds  of  white  arsenic,  fused  together.    This  being  reduced 
into  impalpable  powder,  a  few  grains  of  it  were  mixed  with  ii 
much  powaered  opium.    But  as  the  skin  was  entire,  and  is  I 
knew  the  arsenic  would  not  act  through  the  cuticle,  the  dsy 
before  this  powder  was  applied,  I  rubbed  the  whole  sur&ce  of 
the  gland  gently  with  the  lunar  caustic.   By  this  oontriraiiee 
the  cuticle  was  easily  separated  next  day,  when  mixing  t 
small  quantity  of  the  powder  with  part  of  the  yolk  of  an  ogg, 
so  as  to  brinff  it  to  the  consistence  of  an  ointment,  I  spmd 
this  upon  a  j^edget,  cut  to  the  size  of  the  gland,  and  applied 
it  to  the  whole  surface.  The  pain  was  very  great  for  thefint 
four-and-twenty  hours,  but  after  that  subsided.    I  left  tUi 
first  dressing  on  for  sereral  days,  when  seeing  it  ready  to  drop 
off,  I  removed  it,  and  found  that  all  that  part  of  the  skin  en 
which  the  caustic  had  been  applied  was  cracking  all  rouki, 
and  the  tumor  beginning  to  separate.  In  expectation  of  CkQi- 
tating  this  separation,  I  made  a  few  scarifications  on  tbe 
destroyed  surface;  and  filled  the  crevices  with  more  of  the 
powder,  applying  over  it  a  pledget  of  the  same  kind  as  tbe 
former.    jBut  this  second  application  did  not,  as  I  imagine, 
produce  any  effect,  for  it  caused  no  pain.    I  then  waited  t 
few  days,  to  observe  what  would  happen.    The  separstiaD 
began  to  take  place  more  evidently  at  the  edges,  which  not 
looked  florid,  though  the  tumor  did  not  yet  seem  ready  to  eome 
away.    To  hasten  this  event,  I  judged  it  proper  to  put  some 
of  the  powder  all  round  the  separating  edges,  and  as  low  down 
as  it  could  be  insinuated  between  the  diseased  gland  and  the 
sound  skin.    I  soon  found  that  this  contrivance  had  itsefNt, 
for  the  pain  it  occasioned  was  more  violent  than  that  prodaoed 
by  the  first  dressing.    I  was,  however,  obliged  to  repeal  the 
application  of  the  powder  to  different  parts  of  the  edges  it 
intervals,  but  never  in  so  large  a  quantity  as  before,  sj  tUi 
method  the  separation  of  the  tumor  was  effected  in  little  noi^ 
than  two  months,  and  the  gland  came  out  as  entire  as  a  nit 
out  of  a  sheU,  or  as  if  it  had  been  cleanly  diaseoted  with  a 
knife.    The  small  gland  under  the  arm-pit  I  had  put  nothing 
to,  thinking  it  would  dissolve  by  the  suppuration  of  the  lamr 
one,  but  in  this  I  was  mistaken.    It  still  remained,  but  thii 
eircujnstance  did  not  prevent  the  wound  made  by  the  sepaisr 
tion  ef  the  larger  riiuad  from  healing  very  tet  after  it  had 
€Qito«iilJ&-'  Iv.  Jwuaond  nays  he  saw  ttiia  patient  a  yatf 
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and  a  half  afterwards  in  perfect  health.  He  explains  the 
separation  of  the  diseased  gland  from  the  surrounding  parts 
by  the  action  of  the  arsenic  on  the  sound  skin  when  deprired 
of  its  cuticle/*  hringine  on  inflammation  and  suppuration  in 
the  cellular  membrane  ^1  around  and  underneath  the  diseased 
^iandy  which  is  thus  forced  out  entire,  and  unaffected  by  the 
caustic ;"  and  he  adds,  that  if  any  one  wish  to  separate  the 
whole  gland  at  once,  ^*  he  must  extend  the  application  all  over 
the  indurated  part,  after  having  deprived  the  surrounding  skin 
of  its  cuticle,  either  by  a  blister,  or  by  the  method  made  use  of 
bj  me  in  the  above  instance,  which  I  think  preferable,  as  being 
less  irritating.  Perhaps  it  may  hereafter  be  found  only 
necessary  to  make  a  circle  round  the  whole  tumor  for  the 
application  of  the  arsenical  caustic." 

80  you  see  the  modem  cancer  curers  have  not  taught  us 
anything  new.  They  have  not  taught  us  how  to  remove  can- 
eer  by  caustics.  They  have  not  taught  us  to  discard  arsenic. 
We  had  done  that  lone  ago,  except  in  those  cases  of  small 
aaperfidal  malignant  ulceration,  in  which,  in  a  dilute  form,  it 
ia  still  the  best  remedy  known.  They  have  not  given  us  any 
new  caustic,  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether  they  can  show 
that  their  caustics,  as  prepared  and  used  by  themselves,  have 
any  advantage  over  the  Knife.  To  settle  this  question,  we 
oaa  not  do  better  than  examine  the  results  of  tne  cases  of 
Landolfi,  Fattison,  and  Fell,  as  recorded  bv  themselves. 

Landolfi,  a  Neapolitan  physician,  may  be  looked  upon  as 
the  prince  of  the  cancer  curers.  He  has  been  decorated  with 
orders  of  knighthood  by  sovereign  princes,  has  been  alternately 
flattered  and  abused,  and  has  made  an  immense  fortune.  H!e 
made  no  secret  of  his  plan.  ^^  Landolfi's  paste,"  as  his  caustic 
was  called,  was  composed  of  equal  parts  of  the  chlorides  of 
sine,  bromine,  gold,  and  antimony,  made  into  a  paste  with 
floor  or  liauorice  powder.  Sometimes  he  used  the  chloride  of 
bromine  alone,  using  it  both  externally  and  internally ;  and 
when  the  sloueh  had  been  formed,  he  used  lettuce  poultices 
till  it  separated.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Luidolfi  removed 
an  immense  number  of  cancerous  tumors  by  his  paste  in  Italy^ 
Germany,  and  France,  and  that  healthy  granumtions  sprung 
op,  and  that  firm  cicatrices  very  often  resulted.  He  used  to 
assert,  that  out  of  four  thousand  cases  of  cancer  he  had  treat- 
ed, the  disease  had  not  recurred  in  three  thousand.-  This  is 
ivhat  he  Maid.  He  never  offered  anything  like  proqf  of  the 
truth  of  this  statement:  and  when  his  caustic  waa  tried  in  the 
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Hospitals  of  Vienna  and  Paris,  the  condusions  arriyed  at  wen 
that  it  was  decidedlj  inferior  to  the  chloride  of  sine.  LandoU 
went  himself  to  Paris,  and  a  number  of  patients  were  treated 
by  him  in  the  Salp^tridre,  under  the  inspection  of  a  committee 
01  Hospital  Surgeons.  Their  report  was  published,  and  my 
colleague,  Br.  Derille,  has  just  fayored  me  with  a  copy.  The 
conclusions  are,  that  the  chloride  of  bromine,  which  is  the 
only  peculiarity  in  Landolfi's  treatment,  is  quite  useless  as  an 
internal  remedy ;  and  that  locally  it  only  acts  aa  a  blister, 
raising  the  epidermis,  and  exposing  the  denuded  part  to  the 
action  of  the  chloride  of  sine  and  antimony;  acting,  you 
obserye,  Just  as  the  ranunculus  did  in  Plunket's  paate,  the 
nitrate  of  silyer  as  used  by  Justamond,  or  like  any  comoKHi 
blister.  The  committee  reported  that  the  pain  produced  by 
this  caustic  was  excessiye,  and  that  it  did  not  secure  the 

Satients  from  the  danger  of  erysipelas  or  hsemorrhage.  Las- 
olfi  does  not  appear  to  haye  been  more  succesful  in  Uermany 
than  in  France.  In  Noyember,  1858,  he  was  called  to  the 
reigning  Duchess  of  Anhalt-Cothen  to  remoye  a  cancer  of  the 
breast.  In  January,  1854,  Dr.  Brunn,  a  member  of  the  Si^e- 
rior  Medical  Council  of  the  Duchy,  published  a  namphlet  on 
Landolfi  and  his  method,  in  which  he  announcea  his  aoccasB 
as  complete ;  yet  on  the  18th  of  July,  1855,  the  Duchess  died 
of  a  return  of  the  cancer  of  which  Landolfi  had  cured  her. 
Other  cases  treated  at  Cothen  and  Munich  died  or  relapsed. 
He  treatod  Dr.  Seyfort  at  Dresden,  and  he  died.  He  treated 
a  Prince  of  Prussia,  and  was  decorated  with  the  order  of  the 
Bed  Eagle;  but  here  again  cure  meant  cicatrusaticn ;  fori 
haye  been  assured  that  ike  disease  was  cancroid  of  the  fi^e, 
and  that  it  has  returned.  Dr.  Valentini,  of  Berlin,  tried  the 
method  in  48  cases,  and  published  an  article  in  July,  1854,  in 
its  fayor,  but  in  July,  1855,  only  one  year  later,  he  wrote  to 
say  that  it  had  entirely  disappointed  mm.  So  at  Vienna,  in 
October,  1854,  Dr.  Weinberger  published  reports  of  S3  cases 
treated  before  him  by  Landolfi.  One  of  the  cases  reported 
as  cured  relapsed  while  Dr.  Weinberger  was  correcting  his 
proof;  and  ten  months  later  he  wrote,  that  in  cases  of  modil- 
Ury  cancer  the  disease  ^^  always  returned,  eyen  before  the 
dcatriaation  of  the  wound,"  and  that  the  internal  use  of  the 
diloride  of  bromine  had  no  influence  whateyer  in  preyenting 
relapse.  Landolfi  by  ministerial  authority  seleeUi  six  cases 
lunuNlf  at  the  Vienna  Hospital,  and  treated  them  under  the 
cbiectitioii  (d  a  Committee^  yet  he  only  cored  one,  and  Aat 
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.  _  til  innooeiit  tumor,  a  partial  hypertrophj  of  the  mamma, 
for  which  he  destroyed  the  whole  oreast  quite  unneoessarilyi 
and  produced  a  large  unaound  cicatrix.  He  wrote  to  tibe 
French  Gommidsion  to  saj  that  the  effects  of  the  application 
of  his  caustic  in  France  were  in  all  respects  similar  to  those 
he  had  obtained  in  Germany  and  Italy ;  and  so  we  find  them. 
Of  nine  oases  of  cancer  of  the  breast  treated  by  Landolfi  him- 
adf  at  the  Salpdtri6re,  two  died ;  in  four  the  disease  was  aggra- 
vmted ;  and  in  the  three  in  which  cicatrisation  took  place,  the 
disease  re^>peared*  Not  one  of  the  nine  was  cured..  He 
tfated  three  cases  of  cancroid,  and  cured  one.  In  a  second, 
the  disease  reappeared  after  cicatrisation,  and  in  the  third  it 
WM  much  aggravated.  So  much  for  the  three  thousand  cures 
of  four  tnottsand  cases.  Well  may  the  French  committee  add 
thai  Laudolfi's  method  ^'  adds  another  to  the  illusions  that  so 
abound  in  the  history  of  cancer." 

.  Dr.  Pattison,  as  you  may  be  aware,  some  three,  four,  or  five 
jsam  affo,  occupied  much  the  same  position  in  London  that 
br.  Fell  does  now.  Both  are  physicians  with  American  diplo- 
■aa,  who  have  professed  to  cure  cancer  by  secret  remedies, 
wlio  haye  treated  a  great  niany  patients,  and  have  published 
Meomts  of  their  treatment.  The  difference  between  them  is, 
that  Dr.  Fell  has  at  length  made  known  the  composition  of 
the  remedies  he  employs,  while  Dr.  Pattison  has  not ;  although 
te^ia  pretty  aenerallr  believed,  and  not  without  ground,  that 
the  esaential  part  of  his  preparations  was  the  dried  sulphate 
of  nne,  which  Dr.  Simpson  showed  in  the  Medical  THme%  and 
flhMfte,  a  few  months  ago,  was  a  most  useful  caustic.  Dr. 
FtaHiBon  has  not  been  heard  of  so  much  since  the  arrival  of 
Br.  Fell.  Indeed,  the  disappearance  of  one  and  the  advent 
of  the  other  are  supposed  not  to  have  been  altogether  without 
Mttcert.  Where  Dr.  Pattison  may  be  now,  I  cannot  say,  but 
Iria  pablications  remain ;  and  I  can  tell  you  something  about 
•UDO  of  the  cases  he  has  treated.  A  report  of  one  of  these 
wed  to  appear  in  the  form  of  a  declaration  sworn  before  the 
provost  of  Olasgow,  that  the  patient  was  cured  by  Dr.  Patti- 
MB,  after  havins  been  reg^ded  by  Mr.  Syme,  of  Edinburgh, 
hopeless.  Mr.  Syme  informs  me  that  the  patient  was  a 
"  fanner,  who  had  a  sore  at  the  comer  of  ^  nose.  Mr. 
Bjne  applied  the  chloride  of  sine  to  it,  but  the  man  went  to 
Dr.  Pattison,  and  so  far  from  having  been  cured  by  him,  ^^died 
ia  great  misery  after  several  journeys  to  London."  Mr.  Symt 
iafams  me  that  a  case  of  oancer  of  the  breast^  which  had 
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returned  after  operation,  and  which  Dr.  Pattison  boaated  be 
had  cured,  is  not  cured,  but  that  the  ladj  is  dying ;  and  thai 
another  ladj,  upon  whom  Mr.  Syme  declined  to  operate  for 
cancer  of  the  tongue,  died  under  Dr.  Pattison's  care.  These 
are  cases  which  the  public  never  hear  of,  but  which  really 
ought  to  be  made  known.  In  1855  a  book  appeared,  entitled 
^'  Cancer :  its  true  Nature,  Treatment  and  Gore.  Illustrated 
by  Gases.  By  John  Pattison,  M.  D.,  81  Lower  Groevenor 
street."     Most  of  these  cases  are  given  so  indefinitely,  at 

"  MrF.  H.  from  Essex,"  **  Mrs.  J.,  aged  54,"  "  Miss ^ 

age  27,"  "  Mrs.  A.  of  Hammersmith,"  "  D.  G.,  from  Scot- 
land," and  so  on,  that  it  is  impossible  to  find  out  how  far  the 
cures  related  are  correct ;  but  there  is  a  clue  to  some  of  the 
cases,  particularly  to  those  treated  at  Glasgow ;  and  I  wrote 
to  Dr.  Macleod,  a  most  able  Sureeon  of  Glasgow,  to  ask  him 
to  make  inquiries  about  them.     Here  is  his  reply : 

^*  The  following  is  the  result  of  the  cases  treated  by  Dr. 
Pattison  in  this  neighborhood,  of  which  I  have  been  able  te 
find  out  the  particulars  : 

^^  1.  David  Wilson,  nursery  gardener,  etc. — ^Thia  was  acaie 
of  cutaneous  cancer  of  the  cheek — ^the  sore  being  about  tlie 
size  of  a  sixpence.    Dr.  Laurie  applied  the  actual  eaateiy 
twice  ;  after  which  it  healed  for  a  short  time,  and  again  hnkt 
out.     Pattison  treated  him,  in  1852,  for  six  weeks,  dviog 
most  of  which  time  he  was  put  to  great  agony — ^the  caustie 
being  applied,  at  one  time,  continuously  for  8  days.    He  waf 
pressed  to  submit  to  it,  in  order  to  see  '  whether  a  caostie 
which  had  been  so  effectual  in  America,  would  act  in  the  same 
way  in  this  country.'     The  sere  healed  up  after  this,  and  hsl 
remained  well  till  lately,  when  the  old  lancinating  paia  hsl 
returned,  the  hardness  {which  had  never  left  it)  has  increased, 
and  the  inner  end  of  the  cicatrix  has  begun  again  to  uloertte. 
The  man  himself  says  he  is  sure  he  is  going  to  have  a  retain 
of  his  disease,  and  acknowledges  that  ^  the  cure '  has  entirdj 
failed. 

^'  2.  Miss  M.,  of  28  Parson  street — ^It  is  eight  years  vM 
she  first  observed  a  small  pimple  on  her  right  cheek,  wlu(A 
remained  long  small  and  painless.  It  was  hard,  but  quit* 
superficial.  About  two  years  after  its  first  appearance,  H 
broke  and  f  wept/  It  was  many  times  healed  by  Dr.  Ritchie 
by  simple  means.  Having  again  appeared,  she  put  herself 
four  years  ago,  under  Dr.  Pattison^  care.  It  was  then  '  no 
laiger  than  a  herring  scale,  and  felt,  when  she  bent  downy  M 
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if  h  would  drop  out/  Dr.  Laurie  had  seen  her  just  before 
this,  and  had  told  her  to  have  two  decayed  teeth  drawn.  This 
she  did,  but  hearing  immediately  afterwards  of  Dr.  Pattison, 
she  did  not  wait  to  see  the  result  of  Dr.  Laurie's  recommen* 
dation,  but  put  herself  at  once  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  P.,  who 
told  her  it  was  lupus.  The  sore  had  all  along  remained  quite 
small  and  superficial — ^had  not  spread,  and  caused  hardly  any 
imeasiiiess.  She  was  in  London,  under  Dr.  P.,  for  seven 
weeks,  and  was  apparently  cured.  Caustics  were  very  fre- 
^piently  applied,  andf  she  was  told  that  *  a  very  large  bad  lump 
had  been  took  awar.'  She  came  down  to  Glasgow,  and  in 
16  months  afterwards  she  was  as  bad  as  ever.  She  returned 
to  London,  and  was  17  weeks  under  Pattison,  who  *  again  took 
away  a  great  mass  of  disease.'  The  sore  caused  by  ihe  caus- 
tio  healed,  and  there  has,  up  to  this  time,  been  no  return. 
The  cicatrix  on  the  right  cheek  is  as  large  as  a  florin,  white 
and  sunk.  There  is  no  hardness,  or  any  breach  of  surface. 
Dr.  Bitchie  says  that  the  sore  was  ^suspicious'  when  under 
Us  care,  but  he  would  not  have  pronounced  it  *  malignant.' 
A  was  yery  superficial ;  and  the  description  given  by  the  girl 
herself,  that  it  was  a  ^  weeping  pimple,'  seems  the  best  wmch 
OTuld  be  jgiven  of  it. 

^*  8.  Mr.  Lauder,  foreman^  in  a  manu&ctory  here,  I  can 
liear  nothing  of. 

^  4.  Mr.  U.,  auctioneer,  was  a  case  similar  to  that  of  David 
Wilaon.  He  was  twice  operated  on  by  Dr.  Laurie,  and  on  the 
reappearance  of  the  disease,  fearing  another  operation,  he 
wmt  to  Pattison.  He  was  twice  under  this  gentleman's  care 
—once  in  1858  for  three  weeks,  and  again  in  1855  for  two 
nonths.  The  disease,  which  was  very  limited,  in  a  great 
naarare,  though  never  completely  disappeared  after  his  first 
viait  to  London,  but  in  a  few  months  after  it  again  came  back 
worse  than  ever.  He  was  at  that  time  put  to  so  much  pain, 
that  *  he  thought  he  would  have  died.'  in  1855  he  was  again 
treated  by  Pattison ;  the  disease  knew  no  amendment,  and  it 
ia  now  spreading,  though  slowly,  and  he  is  about  to  submit 
Umself  to  more  legitimate  interference.  This  patient  has 
diasuaded  many  others  from  going  to  Pattison. 

**  6.  Miss  H.,  of  Olasgow,  has  been  three  times  operated 
on  with  the  knife.  Had  the  disease— a  cancer  oi  the  breast 
— 4eniporariIy  removed  by  Pattison,  in  1858.  It  returned  ia 
the  spring  of  1856,  and  has  been  now  eight  months  under 
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Pattison's  trealment,  where  she  Itill  remuiiB,  <  daily  geitiig 
worse/  ^80  say  her  fHencb.) 

^^  6.  A  sifltdr  of  this  ladj  lately  died  under  Pattieon's  care ; 
bat  firom  what  I  can  learn,  she  was  in  so  advanced  a  stage  of 
cancer  of  the  tonne  when  he  saw  her,  that  her  death  by  no 
proceeding  conid  nare  been  long  delated. 

*^  7.  Mr.  B.y  Inpns  of  the  nose,  said  to  hare  been  treated 
by  Mr.  Lyon,  of  Olasgow.  Mr.  Lyon  knows  nothing  of  this 
case,  nor  can  I  hear  anything  of  it. 

<^  8.  Mrs.  W. — ^  Ulcer  of  we  leg,  of  five  years'  standing ; 
attended  by  Dr.  Gairdner,  of  Glasgow,  cured  by  Pattison.' 

*^  This  was  a  common  varicose  ulcer  of  the  lee,  for  which 
Dr.  Oairdner  could  not  persuade  the  patient  to  lie  up  for  a 
day.  She  put  herself  under  Pattison  for  some  months,  in 
London,  and  followed  all  his  instructions,  of  which  rest  was 
the  chief.  She  came  home  well,  and  remained  so  for  a  time. 
The  ulcer  again  appeared  when  she  became  pregnant,  and  it 
is  again  nearly  as  bad  as  when  she  was  under  Pattison." 

I  am  sure,  gentlemen,  I  need  not  trouble  you  more  with 
Dr.  Pattison's  Cures.  I  have  ibade  inquiries  myself  about 
others,  and  I  have  only  found  one  in  which  the  cure  was  per- 
manent, and  that  was  a  case  of  a  small  superficial  sore  on  the 
bcOf  possibly  malignant,  possibly  not. 

I  do  not  mean  to  say  much  about  Dr.  Fell.  His  position 
is  somewhat  peculiar ;  for  though  he  used  a  secret  remedy,  he 
was  very  open  in  exhibiting  its  effects  to  medical  men,  and  he 
has  lately  made  known  its  composition,  in  compliance  with  an 

S;reement  entered  into  with  tne  Surgeons  of  the  Middlesex 
ospital,  in  a  book  he  has  recently  published,  hk  his  prefiMse 
he  talks  of  the  ^^  gratitude  of  a  multitude  of  cured  patients ;" 
but,  as  the  treatment  of  the  earliest  case  he  has  recorded  or 
treated  in  England  was  commenced  July,  1855,  and  the  lady 
died  with  pulmonary  complication  in  the  following  April,  and 
the  other  cases  are  of  much  later  date,  it  is  obviously  absurd 
to  talk  of  oureij  when  only  a  few  months  have  elapsed  after 
cicatrisation.  I  know  of  cases  in  which  the  disease  has 
returned  after  removal  by  Dr.  Fell  himself,  and  that  in  a  much 
shorter  period  than  two  years ;  and,  looking  upon  the  essen- 
t&d  part  of  his  treatment  to  be  the  local  use  of  chloride  of 
imc,  it  appears  to  be  most  unlikely  that  the  results  will  differ 
from  those  obtained  by  Canquoin  and  others  by  the  use  of  the 
same  caustic.  The  report  of  the  Surgeons  of  the  Middlesex 
Hospital  was  drawn  up  within  two  months  after  the  treatment 
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wu  eommenoed  there.  I  may  tell  yon  that  Dr.  Fell  has  not 
published  all  hiBformul»  in  his  book.  At  the  Middlesex 
Hospital  he  uses  an  ointment  containing  snuff  and  acetate  of 
copper,  and  another  made  by  boiling  stramonium  leaves  in 
lard;  but  the  chloride  of  line  is  the  caustic  by  which  the  tumor 
is  destroyed ;  the  sanguinaria  and  cochineal  added  to  it  are 
probably  of  nearly  equal  e£Bcacy,  and  the  after-dressings  of 
comparatively  litne  importance. 

All  this  leads  to  the  very  important  question  of  the  relative 
advantages  of  the  knife  and  caustics  in  the  treatment  of 
cancer. 

^TobeContliitted.) 


Mr.  Orawfardy  the  Seulptar^i  Coie. 

We  have  received  the  following  communication  in  regard 
tb  this  case  from  Prof.  Wm.  Gibson,  dated — 

London,  July  10, 1867. 
Dear  Dr.:  I  send  you  this  statment  to  use  as  you  please. 

Truly  yours, 

Wm.  Gibson. 

In  looking  over,  some  time  since,  the  New  Tork  JEvening 
PoHj  I  was  astonished  to  find  a  letter  of  May  2d,  from  my 
abn.  Professor  Charles  Bell  Gibson,  of  Richmond,  Ya.,  in 
Mpiy  to  one  of  Mrs.  Louisa  W.  Crawford,  wife  of  Thos.  Craw- 
fftti^  Esq.,  the  celebrated  American  sculptor  of  Rome,  dated 
l^iria,  April  7, 18S7,  charging  me  with  having  seriously  iigured 
ber  misband  by  an  expUraiive  operati&n.  I  deem  it  necessary, 
&  my  own  justification,  to  disabuse  the  American  people  on 
flic  subject;  and  hi  order  to  make  my  statement  perfectly 
tf  car  and  intelligIRe  to  non-professional  readers— pro/e^nonol 
UnciB  requiring  tko  Aacidation  whatever — I  shall  dve  a  short 
VoMtj  of  Mr.  CrawA^oi's  case.  YThilst  in  Rome,  last  winter, 
I  received  from  Mr.  Crawford  the  following  note : — 

**  Villa  Nioboni,  Tuesday,.  December  2, 1856. 
My  Dear  Sir : — ^Will  you  excuse  the  liberty  I  take  in 
kinc  if  you  can  make  it  convenient,  any  hour  after  eleven 
o'clow  to-day,  to  call  at  my  house,  and  rive  Dr.  Smyth,  who 
It  attending  me,  the  benefit  of  your  advice  regarding  my 
9f^    I  hu  this  subject  is  beooiniiig  a  aeriou  onc/  and  Dr. 
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Smyth  having  heard  of  your  reputaHarkj  in  defiirotu  of  e<m- 
Bolting  with  yon.    An  answer  will  much  oblige. 

Yours,  very  tmly, 

Thomab  Cbawfobd." 

I  replied  to  Mr.  Crawford's  note  immediately,  and  consent- 
ed to  meet  Dr.  Smyth  at  12  o'clock  the  same  day.  Preyioni 
to  examination  of  the  case  I  said  to  Dr.  Smyth :  ^  I  resigned. 
my  professorship  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  my 
practice  in  Philadelphia,  some  monthe  since,  am  entirely  out 
of  the  profession,  and  do  not  wish  to  engage  in  any  eaio 
whatever.  I  am  willing,  however,  to  make  an  exception  ia 
favor  of  Mr.  Crawford,  inasmuch  as  I  look  upon  him  as  a 
great  artist,  as  an  honor  to  my  country,  have  taken  a  deco 
and  abiding  interest  in  his  glorious  achievements,  and  shall 
consider  his  loss  a  national  c^amity,  should  anything  seriously 
befall  him.  Say  to  him,  however,  that  I  cannot  regulariy 
attend  him,  that  my  services  must  be  gratuitous,  that  I  wifl 
see  him  with  you  as  often  as  I  can,  as  a  friend  and  countiy- 
man,  and  will  do  everything  in  my  power  to  serve  him  ai 
long  as  I  remain  in  Kome,  which  may  be  only  for  a  siMNrt 
time — for  the  sake  of  himself  and  interesting  fSunily,  n<nr 
separated  from  him  by  the  broad  Atlantic,  and  unaware  of 
his  danger;  which  I  take,  from  your  account  of  it,  to  be 
imminent." 

After  minute  examination,  and  inquiry  into  the  nature  of 
the  case,  I  remarked  to  Dr.  Smyth  :  **  It  is  evident  that  tke 
eve,  perfectly  sound  in  itself,  but  pushed  beyond  the  walb  of 
tne  orbit  more  than  half  an  inch,  is  acted  upon  bv  preetun 
from  behind  from  a  fluid  or  solid — that  if  by  the  former,  an 
exploring  needle  might,  by  discharging  it,  cause  the  eye  to 
resume  its  natural  position,  and  be  followed  by  a  cure — ^tbt 
if,  on  the  contrary,  eolidj  and,  particularly,  if  of  nudigned 
character,  no  essential  benefit  can  result  from  any  treatment 
whatever,  and  that  the  case  must,  necesearilvy  in  a  few  montliflf 
terminate /a^/y."  Having  obtained  Mr.  Crawford's  coneeBt 
to  the  use  of  the  exploring  needUj  and  being  requested  by 
Dr.  Smyth  to  perform  the  operation,  I  engaged  in  it,  toe 
next  day,  with  every  precaution  and  with  the  utmost  delieacjt 
and  in  a  few  minufes  was  able  to  ascertain,  with  the  utmci^ 
accuracy,  that  there  was  no  Auidj  but  a  eoltd  tumour,  wbiA 
not  only  filled  up  the  postenor  part  of  the  orbit^  but  mi^ 
possibly  have  its  origin  in  the  brain.    In  this  state  of  w 
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OBM  I  wrote  to  Dr.  John  W.  FranciSy  of  New  York,  an  old 
aeqnaintancey  an  eminent  physician,  and  the  nncle  of  MrB. 
Chrawford.  I  wrote  eautiotuiy^  not  haring  fuUy  made  up  my 
mind  as  to  the  real  nature  of  the  tumour,  and  not  wishine  to 
alarm  Mrs.  Crawford  and  her  friends  unnecessarily.  To  Mr. 
Hooker,  the  eminent  banker  of  Rome,  and  the  devoted  friend 
of  Mr.  Crawford.  I  spoke  with  less  reserve,  and  expressed 
my  apprehension  of  tne  case  being  likely  to  terminate  disas- 
trbnsiy.  In  a  short  time  I  received  a  reply  to  my  letter  from 
Br.  Francis,  and  a  postscript  from  Mrs.  Crawford,  thanking 
me  in  the  kindest  terms  for  the  warm  interest  I  had  taken  in 
Mr.  Crawford's  case,  for  my  '^  philanthropy y^  etc.  I  wrote 
also  to  Mr.  William  Lawrence,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
eminent  of  the  London  surgeons,  a  gentleman  of  vast  exper- 
iciiee,  and  particularly  skilled  in  affections  of.  the  eye  and  its 
appendages,  stating  Mr.  Crawford's  case  and  asking  the 
benefit  of  his  advice,  and  received  from  him  in  reply  a  most 
interesting  letter,  evincing  great  sagacity,  but  confessing  his 
inability,  from  the  peculiarity  of  the  case  and  the  complicated 

Eptoms,  to  give  a  decided  opinion.  I  need  hardly  remark 
the  small  incision  made  by  me  through  the  skin  and 
nraseles  of  the  upper  eyelid,  to  admit  of  the  easy  introduction 
qf  the  needle  between  the  eyeball  and  upper  orbiter  plate, 
and  the  puncture  with  the  needle  parallel  with  the  base  of 
Ihe  orbit;  healed  in  a  very  few  days,  and  no  material  incon- 
venience or  exacerbation  of  symptoms  followed  the  operation. 
Ml  has  been  stated ;  in  fact,  no  injury  was  done  or  could  be 
4oiie ;  as  there  were  no  important  parts  in  the  vicinity  of 
Ae  operation  which,  with  ordinary  anatomical  knowledge  and 
care,  could  suffer  without  being  followed  immediately  by 
hemorrhage,  the  formation  of  matter,  the  protrusion  of  a 
fimgus,  or  other  visible  ill  consequences.  The  truth  is,  the 
tnmour,  at'the  time  of  the  operation,  was  rapidly  upon  the 
^erease.  and  the  svmptoms  wnich  soon  after  displayed  them- 
lelres  would  have  oeen  developed,  there  is  reason  to  believe, 
Whether  an  operation  had  been  performed  or  not;  indeed,  it 
was  not  to  be  expected  that  a  tumour,  such  as  I  soon  after 
diacovered  it  to  be,  should  lon^  remain  quiescent.  Mr. 
Crawford's  friends  were  then  told  distinctly  and  unequivo- 
tally  by  Dr.  Smvth  and  myself  that  little  hope  remained  of 
Ids  recovery.  Nevertheless  every  artist  in  Rome,  except  his 
tone  and  sensible  friend  Chapman,  thought  it  impossible  that 
10  great  a  man  as  Crawford  could  die  at  aU.    Crawford  him* 
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self  would  never  listen  to  the  suggestion  that  there 
danger ;  and  I  doubt  whether  at  this  moment,  low  as  I  ondei^ 
stand  ho  is,  he  does  not  cling  tenacionslj  to  the  belief  that  hs 
will  soon  be  well.    That  his  case  has  been  of  several  jeui 
standing,  he  himself  would  never  admit;  that  Mrs.  Crawfnd 
knew  to  the  contrary,  and  confessed  it  to  their  friend  Me» 
Terry,  I  have  the  authority  of  that  gentleman  for  stating. 
At  last  it  was  determined  in  a  nondescript  consultation  ot 
artists  and  doctors,  among  whom  were  some  very  sensihb 
men,  that  Mr.  Crawford  should  go  to  Paris  and  put  himself 
under  the  care  of  the  most  eminent  surgeons  of  that  capitiL 
Previously,  however,  to  his  taking  this  st^,  great  anziet]^ 
was  expressed  by  some  of  his  friends  that  the  eye  and  tb 
tumor  should  be  extirpated ;  and  Mr.  Crawford,  it  was  believed 
would  willingly  have  submitted  to  the  operation.     I  stronrif 
proteeted  agamst  it,  and  paeUivehf  refusea  to  perform  it^  statiag 
that  Mr.  Crawford  would  not  live,  if  performed^  an  hoor^ 
that  he  might  live,  if  let  alone,  several  months,  and  an  oppap» 
tunity  be  thereby  afforded  of  seeing  Mrs.  Crawford  and  hk 
family.    Mr.  Hooker,  and  nearly  aU  his  friends,  partieulaify 
the  artists,  will  bear  testimony,  I  am  sure,  to  my  having  talna 
this  course ;  and  to  mt/idf  mare  than  any  one  e2te,  is  lbs* 
Crawford  indebted  for  the  melancholy  satisfaction  of  meetinff 
her  husband  on  this  side  of  the  grave.   I  need  hardly  rezom 
that  Mr.  Crawford  repaired  to  Paris,  and  placed  himself 
under  the  care  of  surgeons  of  world-wide  reputation,  oil  of 
whom  concurred  with  me  in  opinion,  and  approved  of  JSf 
practice  to  the  fullest  extent,  as  the  following  documenti^ 
Kindly  furnished  in  reply  to  the  following  circum  addrewd 
to  them,  will  abundantly  show  : 

^^  Campagne  Diodati,  near  OxNivi» 
Switzerland,  June  7, 1857. 
Dear  Sir  : — ^You  had  under  your  care  some  time  ago  Mir* 
Crawford,  the  celebrated  sculptor  of  Bome,  on  account  of  i 
tumour  in  the  orbit,  behind  the  left  eyeball.  WiU  yoa  be  M 
obliging  as  to  say  whether  you  consider  the  disease  at  pifiMB^ 
or  from  the  commencement,  of  a  mdUgnanl  nature,  w 
whether  it  could  have  been  produced,  or  aggravated,  by  li 
explorative  operation,  performed  with  great  care,  in  two  plseai| 
between  the  ball  of  the  eye  and  orbit,  without  being  mllowta 
by  hemorrhage  or  much  pain,  the  wounds  healing  almo^ 
immediately  oy  the  first  intention?    Permit  me  also  to  •» 
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if  the  exploring  needle  is  not  employed,  all  over  the  world, 
\jpultUMbly  and  advantageomljfj  as  a  most  important  auxiliary 
.m  9dL  doubtful  cases,  and  whether  the  use  of  such  needle  can 
Ctmveri  a  benign  tumour  into  a  maligfiani  one,  and  thereby 
produce  a  fatal  result  ?  I  beg  pardon  for  the  trouble  I  give ; 
and  in  asking  a  speedy  reply  to  this  letter,  allow  me  to  sub- 
icribe  myself, 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Wm.  Gibson,  M.  D. 
To  Messrs.  Yelpeau,  Nelaton/  Desmarres,  Paris." 

To  this  interrogatory  letter,  I  speedily  received  the  follow- 
big  replies : — 

^Much  honored  Confrere: — I  saw  Mr.  Crawford  twiee 
only  in  consultation,  at  the  commencement  of  this  year,  and 
iVttppeared  to  me  that  the  tumour  under  which  he  labored 
was  of  a  malignant  nature. 

in  my  opinion,  it  is  absdutely  impomble  that  an  explorative 

2 oration  could  be  the  cause  of  such  disease,  or  could  change 
e  character  of  the  tumour.  The  exploring  needle  is  daily 
mployed  by  dU  surgeons  in  doubtful  cases,  without  ever 
being  followed  by  the  slightest  injury. 

Your's  truly, 
Paris,  June  10,  1857.  Yblpeau. 

To  Professor  William  Gibson." 

<<  Dear  Sir  and  Honorable  Confrere : — ^I  saw  Mr.  Crawford 
•ome  months  ago,  and  ascertained  that  he  suffered  from  a 
tamour,  which  originated  in  the  ca^itf  of  the  orbit,  and 
caused  a  protrusion  of  the  eyeball.  This  tumour  is  of  a 
eaneerimB  nature,  and  I  am  sure  it  has  always  presented  the 
iime  character.  It  developed  itself  towards  the  superior 
and  inner  ande  of  the  orbit,  in  the  bony  tissue.     The 

Eiptoms  whidi  have  existed  fcr  a  long  time  leave  no  doubt 
t  the  tumor  has  extended  towards  the  interior  of  the  skull ; 
■  and  this  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  we  have  declared  that  no 
<iperation  whatever  could  be  reasonably  attempted  for  the 
aire  of  the  patient.  As  for  the  explorative  operation^  it  was 
utterly  incapable  of  aggravating  the  condition  of  the  patient, 
which  nothing  in  the  world,  it  may  be  said,  could  aggravate^ 
•a  the  disease  was  fi^m  the  beginning  ineuralte.  I  do  not 
lliink,  moreover,  that  the  degeneration  of  the  tumour  coold 
liave  been  jmAiced  or  haetaied  by  this  operatioii*    An  €x^ 
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plorative  operation  never  produces  such  effects ;  and  tomon, 
which  sometimes  have  been  supposed  to  have  been  eonverUi 
into  cancer,  were  from  the  eommeneemeni  really  cancerous ; 
and  I  do  not  know  of  any  fact  that  proves  such  transforma- 
tion. I  must  add  that  explorative  operoHone  are  made  daOvy 
and  that  the  wounds  from  them  are  inngnifieant  wouno, 
which  heal  in  a  few  days.  I  think  therefore  that  the  aggra- 
vation which  has  been  observed  in  Mr.  Crawford's  disease  is 
an  inevitable  consequence  of  the  nature  of  that  disease  firom 
which  he  suffers,  and  that  it  can  by  no  means  be  imputed  fo 
the  operation.  I  assert  this  with  the  more  confidence  (pte 
d'empressement)  as  it  is  the  result  of  thorough  eanmction  on 
the  subject ;  and  I  am  astonished  to  be  obliged  to  certify  to  i 
fact  so  very  {elementaire)  simple. 

Your  devoted  Confrere, 
Paris,  June  18, 1857.  NxLATOV. 

To  Professor  Wm.  Gibson." 

^^  Dear  Sir : — ^It  is  with  pleasure  I  answer  each  of  yosr 
questions. 

1st.  I  think  that  Mr.  Crawford's  disease  has  been  ^m  (If 
commencement  of  a  malignant  nature.  M.  Yelpeau  entertains 
the  same  opinion. 

2d.  The  explorative  needle,  in  my  opinion,  and  in  that  of 
every  one  ebe^  can  do  no  injury,  if  properly  introdaoed 
between  the  globe  of  the  eye  and  the  walls  of  the  orbit 

8d.  The  same  needle  is  daily  employed  for  the  purposo  of 
throwing  light  upon  the  nature  and  treatment  of  tumours. 

4th.  An  explorative  operation  can  never  convert  a  benf/i^ 
tumour  into  a  malignant  one. 

Accept,  sir,  my  respectful  salutations. 

Paris,  14th  June,  1857.  DmUBBtf* 

Professor  Wm.  Gibson." 

Soon  after  my  arrival  in  Paris,  on  the  28d  of  June,  fttra 
Geneva,  I  called  upon  my  friend  Dr.  Beylard,  a  natiro  of 
Philadelphia,  lon^  resident  in  Paris,  who,  mer  having  enjojt' 
the  greatest  medical  advantages  of  that  capital,  now  i^^ 
high  in  his  profession,  and  is  destined,  ere  long,  to  becomo^ 
like  Ricord,  a  Baltimorean— one  of  its  brightest  ornaments* 
Finding  that  he  had  been  in  attendance  also  upon  Mr.  Graf' 
ford,  and  was  the  intimate  friend  and  correspondent  of  Hrt* 
Crawford,  now  with  her  husband  in  London,  I  requested  luiA 
to  fumiBh  me  with  such  document  on  the  sabject  m  questit^ 
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.«i  he  could  honorably  and  canseientionsly  afford.  The  fol- 
lowing note  will  show,  like  those  of  his  distingaished  compeers, 
how  httle  I  desenre  the  censure  bestowed  upon  me  by  Mrs. 
Crawford : — 

"  Paris,  June  27, 1857. 

Dear  Doctor : — ^I  reply  V>  your  request  as  regards  the  ex- 
jHorvfig  operation  practiced  upon  Mr.  Crawford.  My  opinion 
ifl.  that  it  was  neceMsarVj  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
.  whether  the  tumour  developed  behind  the  ball  of  the  eye  did 
not  contain  a  ^uid— cysts  of  the  orbit  being  often  cured  by 
this  means. 

« 

As  to  the  point  of  converting,  by  any  operation  wJuUever^ 
a  simple  tumour  into  one  of  a  malignant  character,  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say,  that  I  consider  it  an  utter  imposstbUiiy.  I 
am  perfectly  convinced  that  the  investigation  made  by  you 
m^uU  notf  in  the  dighiett  degree^  aggravate  the  disease  of  our 
celebrated  compatriot. 

Very  truly  yours, 

E.  ISXTLABD. 

Prod  Gibson,  Meurice's  Hotel." 

On  the  29th  June,  I  called  with  Dr.  Beylard  to  see  my  old 
friend  Sichel — ^the  greatest  oculist,  in  my  estimation,  upon 
earth — ^who  had  recently  recovered  from  a  dangerous  attack 
of  pleurisy.  In  course  of  conversation,  Crawford's  case 
eame  up,  when  he  expressed  his  astonishment  at  the  treatment 
I  had  received ;  and  upon  the  contents  of  the  letters  of  YeU 
peaii,  Nelaton,  and  Desmarres  being  reported  to  him,  said  at 
.  once,  in  his  peculiarly  animated  style.  ^^  M^  testimony,  if 
joa  desire  it,  shall  be  at  your  service  immediately."  upon 
my  replying  in  the  affirmative,  and  thanking  him  for  his 
kindness,  he  hurried  us  into  his  studio  and  wrote  the  fol- 

.  lowing: 

• 

^  My  dear  Professor : — ^Mr.  Crawford's  affection  when  I 
aaw  him-— and  I  only  saw  him  once— seemed  to  me  an  exos- 

-  toais  of  the  bones  of  the  orbit.  I  proposed  a  general  treat- 
Bent.  Whaiever  operation  you  may  have  practiced  in  order 
to  explore  the  nature  of  the  disease,  ana  whatever  may  be  ^ 

.tf0<iMifly  its  nature,  I  am  (honrngUg  eanrinced  that  your  ^ 


^ 
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operation  can  have  had  no  onfaTorable  iitflnence  on  Mr. 
Crawford's  local  affection  or  general  health. 

Beliere  me,  my  dear  Doctor, 
Yours'  very  faithfully, 

SiCHBL,  D.  IC. 

Professor  Gibson,  Paris,  June  29, 1857." 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  aboTe  statement  and  testimony 
how  very  nnjnst,  to  say  the  least,  is  the  charge  preferred 
a^aint  me  by  Mrs.  Orawford,*for  whom  and  for  whose  hosbaad 
I  have  always  felt,  from  the  moment  of  their  affliction,  Ae 
deepest  sympathy.  That  she  is  capable  of  forming  an  opinion 
on  a  medical  or  surgical  subject,  intelligent  as  she  mar  be, 
and  I  dare  say  is,  in  her  own  sphere,  I  cannot  possibly  aunit; 
nor  can  it  be  reasonably  expected  Uiat  I  should  quietly  fold 
my  arms  and  suffer  my  reputation  to  be  assailed;  through  the 
kink  or  crotchet  of  any  one,  without  any  effort  whatever  to 
defend  it.    Had  the  question,  however,  been  brought  before 
the  medical  profession  in  any  part  of  the  world,  and  parties* 
larly  before  the  thousands  of  medical  men  throughout  the 
United  States  I  have  educated,  in  conjunction  with  my  ^ 
tin^ished  colleagues  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  who 
wen  know  and  can  appreciate  my  position,  I  should  probaUy 
have  remained  perfectly  silent.    But  I  am  now  writing  for 
the  American  peovkj  for  my  countrymen  out  of  the  profe$9ionj 
before  whom  I  nave  been  painfuUy  dragged.     Can  I  be 
accused  then  of  egotism  if  I  put  to  them  the  question :  Is  it 
possible  that  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  JkltitftiiiyA—- a 
nouse  pupil  of  Sir  Charles  Bell — an  attendant  upon  the  lec- 
tures of  Abemethy,  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  Lawrence,  and  a  host 
of  other  distinguished  men — a  Professor  of  Surgery  of  thirtr- 
five  years'  standing — as  the  successor  of  Dr.  Physick  in  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  recommended  by  him  to  the 
trustees  of  that  University  to  fill  the  chair  which  he  himself 
had  so  long  filled  with  the  highest  honor  to  himself  and  his  co«b« 
try — an  army  surgeon  during  the  whole  of  the  American  war 
01 1812 — a  surgeon  and  clinical  lecturer  for  twenty-five  years  in 
the  Philadelphia  Hospital  (one  of  the  largest  hospitals  in  the 
world,  sty  lea  by  Miss  Martineau,  ^^  a  palace  far  pauper$j^y^ 
the  author  of  extensive  surgical  works,  well  known  m  Europe 
and  America-*-a  surgeon  who  has  performed  hundreds  of 
times,  successfully,  the  most  difficult  and  dangerous  operatiooa, 
in  public  and  in  extensive  private  practice— one  whose  hand 
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has  never  been  known  to  tremble,  or  sigbt  to  fail— Ksould  be 

riilty  of  the  irresbtibly  ridionlous  charge  imputed  to  him  I 
repeat,  I  pnt  it  to  the  American  people — (a  people  with 
more  native  talent  and  tact  and  better  practical  education 
than  any  other  people  upon  the  face  of  the  globe  ;  a  people 
from  whom  Crawford  sprang,  and  from  a  poor,  friendless, 
self-educated  boy,  raised  himself  by  undaunted  energy  and 
perse? erence  to  a  height  only  exceeded,  perhaps,  by  that  of 
Canova  or  Thorswalden,  and  at  last  has  fallen,  not  through 
any  fault  or  negligence  or  ignorance,  or  want  of  sympathy 
on  my  part,  but  from  exertione  of  his  own,  which  have  addled 
the  inmost  texture  of  his  brain,  and  converted  its  fine  fabric 
into  a  mass  of  morbid  degeneration,  which  God  only  in  his 
infinite  wisdom  is  able  to  remove) — ^yes,  to  the  American 

Ole  (who  from  Maine  to  California  have  heard  of  Craw- 
s  noble  works,  and  who  would  execrate  the  man  whom 
they  could  imagine  to  have  been,  even  remotely,  the  cause  of 
his  death,)  whether,  independently  of  the  testimony  I  have 
produced  and  could  produce  to  an  unlimited  extent,  and  that 
with  all  my  opportunities  and  experience,  I  could  be  such  a 
dolt  as  to  have  inflicted  injury  by  an  operation  any  surgical 
tyro  could  have  executed  with  perfect  precision  ana  ease  ? 

I  have  noticed  this  change,  I  may  also  add,  not  on  my  own 
account  merely — ^bcing  fortunately  independent  either  of 
public  approbation  or  censure — ^but  for  the  sake  of  that 

rrofession  which  I  still  dearly  love  and  honor,  and  to  which 
have  devoted  the  best  energies  of  a  somewhat  long,  and,  I 
trust,  useful  and  conscientious  life.  But  what  encouragement 
can  be  held  out  for  young  men  of  the  present  day,  too  often 
*' struggling  for  life  among  the  waters,  to  enter  upon  a  oall- 
inff  the  most  difficult,  responsible  and  ill-requited  of  all 
otters,  and  after  having  reached  its  highest  honors,  to  find 
themselves  undeservedly  condemned,  and  perhaps  executed, 
and  that  in  too  many  instances,  after  grtituUouB  services, 
rendered  from  the  purest  and  most  benevolent  motives, 

I  hope  I  have  said  nothing  throughout  this  statement, 
bearing  apon  the  moHvee  of  Mrs.  Crawford,  which  I  certainly 
do  not  mean  to  impeach  in  the  slightest  degree,  or  unbecom- 
ing to  me  as  a  gentleman.  I  sympathise  deeply  with  her,  as  a 
devoted  wife  and  mother,  and  as  a  lady  of  the  highest  character^ 
exceedinglv  beloved  by  her  friends,  and  cherisl^d  and  admired 
wherever  she  is  known.  She  has  feelingly  invoked,  in  her 
published  statement,  the  assistance  of  a  **  mostmerciml  High 
VOL.  xvra. — 40. 
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Priest,  a  good  and  gracious  God,"  to  whose  will  she  proffesiM 
to  bow  with  humble  resignation.  To  this  I  respond,  firom  the 
bottom  of  my  heart,  Amen^  and  with  the  utmost  commisera- 
tion for  her  suffering  husband,  now  slowly  winging  his  way 
to  a  better  world,  and  for  hers3lf  and  ^^  shorn  hmbs/' 

I  respectfully  subscribe  myself, 

William  Gibson,  M.  D.,  LL.  D., 
"  EmeritMj^  Ptofeuor  of  Surgery  in  the  Uhivernfy  rf  Pi 
iylvania. — Medical  News. 
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MOVTaomRT  COUXTT  (omo)  XBDIOIL  SOCDRT. 

We  have  received  a  copy  of  the  By-Laws  of  this  Society,  w1iidi» 
we  believe,  will  be  generally  admitted  to  comprise  some  of  the  best 
medical  talent  in  the  State.  Its  proceedings  occupy,  not  unfie* 
qnently,  a  considerable  space  in  our  journal,  and  we  doubt  not  an 
perused  with  interest  by  our  readers.  Its  By-Laws,  to  which  is 
appended  the  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Assodation, 
have  been  so  framed  as  to  preserve  its  ranks  from  all  contaminadon 
with  the  unworthy,  and  to  enforce  proper  discipline  among  those 
who  are  inscribed  as  '  worthy'  members.  We  are  glad  to  observe 
that  the  Fee  Bill  has  received  some  attention,  and  that  no  dispo- 
sition has  been  manifested  to  lower  the  already  inadequate  remuner- 
ation for  professional  services.  But,  we  are  aware  of  no  instance 
in  which  individual  members  have  adopted,  or  county  sodedes 
recommended  a  rate  of  chaiges,  in  certain  eaeee,  which  alone  can  do 
justice  to  the  physician.  We  refer  to  those  of  acute  dii^Q^ffli^  which 
are  brief  in  their  duration,  but  in  which  the  power  and  value  of  the 
medical  art  is  most  signally  demonstrated.  Take  for  example,  a 
case  of  croup.  After  a  few  visits,  the  fate  of  the  patient  is  decided. 
By  timely  and  judicious  treatment  a  life  has  been  saved.  According 
to  custom,  the  remuneration  is  to  depend  upon  the  number  of  visits 
made,  and  bears  no  proportion  to  the  value  of  the  services  rendered. 
TrvKbp  money  cannot  fully  remunerate  the  physician,  but  why,  we 
^rouU  ask,  should  not  the  chaiges  in  such  a  cas^  bear  some 
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blanoe  to  Ibose  which  are  regarded  as  jnst  in  snrgical  cases  ?  If 
tbe  surgeon  is  to  receive,  from  one  to  five  hundred  dollars  for  pre- 
Mt^ngr*  ^7  ^  stroke  of  his  knife,  a  single  organ  of  the  hody,  why 
ahonld  not  the  physician,  who  by  his  skfll  has  rescued  the  whole 
body  from  death,  be  rewarded  with  equal  liberality  ?  It  is  our  firm 
eonyiction,  that  until  some  change  is  made  in  this  respect,  physi- 
dftus  will  continue  to  be  dispised  for  their  poverty,  and  to  be  branded 
as  they  now  are,  as  the  most  Uliterate  of  the  '  learned'  professions. 
How  shall  medical  meu,  who,  by  almost  superhuman  ^ort,  can 
hardly  procure  the  necessaries  of  life,  provide  that  food  for  the 
mind  which  only  a  good  library  can  furnish,  or  how  can  they  pay 
their  honest  dues  (no  reference  to  our  delinquent  subscribers)  to 
the  journals  to  which,  long,  long  years  have  passed  since  first 
ihey  forwarded  their  subscriptions  1  County  societies  have  it  in 
tlieir  power,  if  they  will. but  unite  in  this  matter,  vastly  to  improve 
both  the  physical  and  mental  condition  of  many  who  are  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  our  art,  and  they  owe  it  to  the  profession,  to 
Oigage  at  once  in  so  praiseworthy  an  undertaking. 

in,  what  remedy  is  provided  to  prevent  the  admission  of  the 
and  the  immoral  into  our  ranks  ?  Now,  we  believe,  that 
H  18  chiefly  through  the  aid  of  the  county  societies  that  this 
Blatter  can  be  r^^ated.  The  State  Society  ought  to  demand 
Ami  our  Medical  Colleges  should  matriculate  no  student  who 
bid  not  been  examined  as  to  hia  preliminary  education  and 
moral  character  by  a  Board  of  Censors  appointed  by  the  county 
ioeietiea,  and  a  Board  of  Examiners,  selected  by  the  State  Society, 
ahoold  alone  have  power  to  license  such  as  intend  to  practise  medi- 
cine. Let  the  colleges  continue  to  confer  their  diplomas,  but  let 
•oeh  as  are  not  interested  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  and  who 
oan  act  impartiaUy — if  such  can  be  found— pass  upon  those  to 
whose  skill  human  health  and  human  life  are  to  be  intrusted^  The 
competition  now  existing  between  rival  medical  schools,  is  the  means 
of  developing  some  of  the  lowest  traits  of  human  natuie.  The 
North  is  amyed  against  the  South,  and  the  South  against  the  North. 
Political  filthiness  is  brought  to  bear  against  the  best  institutions  in 
the  countiy,  and  even  religion  itself  is  prostituted  to  the  vilest  ends, 
for  the  purpose  of  promoting  or  destroying  the  interests  of  certain 
ioititiitions.    The  illiterate  and  the  immoral,  with  the  high-toned 
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and  educated,  alike  receive  a  cordial  welcome  when  the  matricolatioii 
book  is  opened,  for  they  hdp  to  Bwell  the  list,  and  the  reputatiim  of 
a  school  depends  upon  the  number  rather  than  the  qoalitj  of  ili 
pupils.  It  is  time  for  State  Societies,  through  their  county  societiBi, 
to  veto  such  mfamous  conduct,  for  experience  haa  shown,  that»  with 
the  multiplication  of  schodis,  less  and  less — ^if  it  be  posaible— wiB 
be  required  of  those  who  seek  admission  to  our  ranks. 

Since  writing  the  above,  we  have  received  from  an  esteemed  cor- 
respondent, a  communication  on  "Medical  SoGieiies,"  which  wail 
of  space  compels  ns  tgjt  defer  nnfil  our  next.  It  may  be  read  hy 
many  of  our  readers  with  profit 


VOLUKTABT  OROAKIZATIOHS  Vt.  COOPOkATiOVB. 

The  power  of  County  Medical  Societies  in  the  State  of  New  Toik 
proves  to  be  much  more  limited  than  was  supposed  before  tk 
decision  of  Judge  Marvin  in  the  case  of  Hill,  vs.  the  Erie  Couatf 
Medical  Society,  noticed  in  our  last.  Chai^ges  preferred  against  • 
member  must  be  tried  by  the  Judges  of  the  County  Court ;  and 
tbey  alone  have  the  power  if  they  find  the  chaiges  true,  to  make  tt 
order  expelling  the  member,  or  suspending  him  for  a  limited  period. 
After  referring  to  certain  provisions  of  the  statute — for  in  the  Stila 
of  New  York,  County  Societies  are  corporations  organized  uncbr 
the  statute — Judge  Marvin  thus  refers  to  that  protecting  the  indt- 
vidunl  rights  of  members. 

'*  Here  is  a  l^slative  intimation,  showing  the  extreme  care  tabs 
of  the  rights  of  members  of  these  societies,  and  admonishing  tk9 
societies  that  their  power  of  expulsion  over  its  members  is  not 
arbitrary,  but  confined,  and  carefully  restricted  to  the  causes  asoff* 
tained  by  common  law." 

Dr.  Hill  it  will  be  remembered  violated  one  of  the  by-laws,  W 
according  to  Judge  Marvin,  these  by-laws  are  poweriess  unkn 
authorized  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State.  The  BniU> 
Medical  Journal  for  August,  thus  sums  up  the  coneequenoai  of 
Judge  Marvin's  decision. 

"  The  game  is  up.  The  decision  has  made  the  plamtiff  a  Urioi 
member  of  a  dead  body,  in  that  it  strikes  a  deadly  blow  at  tb 
existence  not  only  of  this  society^  but  of  all  other  orgaaisatioiii  i> 
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At  Stats.  We  do  not  advocats  the  abandonments  of  tbeae  soeie- 
Hm ;  that  is  tmnecessary — Oiey  will  die  of  this  decision  withotit 
farther  action.  They  are  only  neeleei  excrescences  on  the  healthy 
body  of  onr  profession.  It — the  professions-is  sotmd  and  strong ; 
all  the  law  and  all  the  lawyers  cannot  check  its  growth  and  osefol- 
Bess.  Bnt  yolontary  association  mnst  take  the  place  of  diartered 
rights,  and,  placing  onrselves  in  an  equal  field,  we  must  fight  out 
the  hattle  with  selfishness,  pretension,  and  qnackeiy,  on  the  sole 
groond  of  our  own  deservings." 


JS^'The  Chair  of  Materia  Medica  in  the  Jefierson  Medical  Coil^;e» 
Philadelphia,  made  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Prof.  K.  M.  Huston^ 
has  recently  been  filled  by  the  election  of  Dr.  Thomas  D.  Mitchell, 
formerly  attached  to  the  Transylvania  University.  The  New  Jersey 
lledicai  and  Sui^cal  Reporter  states  that  this  is  another  instance 
in  which  a  Professor  has  been  '*  log-rolled"  into  a  faculty,  without 
tiw  consent  of  said  faimlty.  According  to  the  same  authority.  Dr. 
Francis  West,  of  Philadelphia,  was  unanimously  recommended  by 
the  Faculty  to  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  a  paper  prepared  and 
■igned  by  all  was  intrusted  to  a  member  of  the  Board  for  presenta- 
tion, but  this  honorabU  gentleman  kept  it  in  his  pocket  until  the 
election  was  decided  in  favor  of  Dr.  Mitchell.  Who  but  a  puppy 
would  accept  an  appointment  under  such  circumstances  ?  Surely« 
there  must  be  some  mistake  in  this  matter,  for  Dr.  Mitchell's  repu- 
tation would  never  have  led  the  profession  to  suspect  him  of  such  a 
despicable  act.  If  any  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  did  by 
inch  treachery  secure  his  election,  we  hope  for  the  sake  of  the  pro- 
iMsional  corps,  that  Dr«  M.  will  by  the  refusal  of  the  chair,  show 
himself  worthy  of  a  faculty* t  choice  ! 


WBSLET  O.   NORWOOD,  M.  D.,  AND  mS  TUTOTURR  OF  VKRATRUM  VmiDE. 

We  feel  ourselves  instinctively  drawn  towards  the  faithful  culti- 
Tators  of  scientific  medicine.  Whenever  such  are  to  be  found,  the 
promptings  of  oor  nature  are,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  to  second  their 
laudable  efibrts  and  bid  them  God  speed.  With  such  impressions, 
it  cou]d  not  be  expected  otherwise,  than  that  our  face  should  be  set 
against  empiricism  of  every  character,  and.  the  higher  and  more 
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dignified  the  source  from  which  it  emftiiates,  the  gretter  our  objee- 
tioiis  thereto.  Our  pAtimce  Ib  often  tried  to  the  utmost^  at  hariag 
the  name  of  Doctor  thmet  into  our  notice,  as  the  endorser  of  sD 
species  of  imposition,  and  vonohing  for  the  correetDess  of  unu  tad 
diedt,  having  for  their  hasis,  a  single  idea,  legaidless  <tf  the  conflict 
thus  interposed,  to  the  fixed  and  known  principles  of  tmth  sad 
Boienoe. 

Wesley  0.  Norwood,  M.  D.,  of  8.  C,  is  jost  at  this  tins, 
playing  a  bold,  and  in  one  sense,  a  snccessfol  game  upon  tbs 
professional  chess  board.  His  moyes  are  after  the  most  approfcd 
and  modem  style.  Indeed,  they  are  somewhat  novel,  bearing  upon 
their  face  the  semblance  of  professional  rectitude,  while  the  schene 
is  of  a  baser  sort,  and  calculated  to  entrap  the  unwary.  If  we  do 
not  greatly  misinterpret  current  events,  it  is  the  emoluments, 
rather  than  the  legitimate,  well  earned  honors  of  scientific  medians^ 
whidi  induces  him  to  scatter  broadcast  over  the  land,  his  veiy 
questionable  document,  lauding  the  Tincture  of  Yeratrum  YiridSL 
We  were  strongly  impressed  with  this  idea,  after  our  first  perussl 
of  this  precious  (I  !)  pamphlet  of  two  dozen  pages,  which  m^ 
now  be  found  in  the  hands  of  almost  every  apothecary  and  vender 
of  nostrums  on  this  continent ;  and  the  more  intimate  we  become 
with  the  manner  which  Dr.  N.  seeks  to  foist  his  Uncture  upon  the 
profession,  the  firmer  do  our  convictions  become  of  the  accuracy  of 
our  first  impressions.  The  whole  affair  is  a  stupendous  speculation, 
a  la  Dr.  Ayres,  out  of  which  the  projector  is  likely  to  realiae  a 
handsome  fortune.  The  former  gentleman  is  flooding  the  land  with 
hiB  pills  and  pectoral,  the  composition  of  which  he  has  made  public, 
and  his  conduct  is  no  more  reprehensible  than  that  of  the  latter. 

In  the  aforesaid  pamphlet  Dr.  Norwood  tells  the  profession  that 
he  has  for  the  past  twelve  3rears,  investigated  the  '*  therepeutical 
properties  and  powers"  of  veratrum  viride  with  great  care— quite 
commendable — and  boldly  intimates  that  this  circumstance  entitles 
him  to  a  consideration.  While  we  admire  the  zeal  that  he  has 
manifested  in  attempting  to  point  out  the  physiological  and  toxico* 
logical  effect  of  the  green  hellebore,  not  by  the  way,  very  satisfactorily, 
we  ignore  his  right  to  originality,  having  only  amplified  upon  the 
observations  of  other  men,  and  we  repudiate  as  smacking  strongly  of 
empiricbm,  such  language  as  the  following  with  which  his  document 
abounds.    He  dedaree  that  Y.  Yiride  *' stands  alone  and  unrivalled 
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M  a  curative  agent/'  **  the  desideratum  of  the  medical  worM^** 
**  the  only  agent  that  can  he  relied  on  to  control  the  arterial  and 
▼aBcnlar  excitement,"  "  certain  and  nn&iling  in  its  effects/'  '*  if 
freely  and  perseveringly  nsed  for  the  first  twenty-four  honrs  of 
yellow  fever,  that  this  fearful  scourge  would  fail  for  want  of  fuel"-* 
destroy  the  existence  of  miasm  we  suppose,  and  finally,  as  a  climax, 
and  to  assure  the  profession  that  he  has  not  expended  his  energies 
entirely  upon  this  need,  he  naively  says  that  if  "  he  had  not  already 
occupied  so  much  time  and  space,  he  would  give  a  remedy  for 
rheumatism  and  puerperal  oonvulsions  and  gout ;  and  also  a  cure 
for  scald  head."  Hippocrates,  and  Galen,  and  Cullen,  and  Rush, 
and  Eherle,  and  Wood,  how  have  you  dared  to  attempt  the  treat- 
ment of  fevers  and  inflammations  without  using  veratrum  viride. 
You  have  all  heen  deceived  in  your  ability  to  control  arterial  and 
▼aaeular  excitement !  And  to  the  unfortunate  subjects  of  rheuma- 
tiam,  gout,  puerperal  convulsions  and  scald  head,  there  still  is  hope» 
udeas  Dr.  Norwood  should  become  the  victim  of  some  railroad  or 
•laamboat  disaster,  for  he  certainly  cannot  die  of  any  ordinary 
disease,  aa  long  as  a  supply  of  tincture  of  veratrum  viride  can  be 
obtained.  He  assures  us  that  in  his  next— third  edition  of  his 
pamphlet^  these  prescriptions  shall  be  given. 

The  foregoing,  however,  does  not  constitute  the  most  objectionable 
fMture  of  this  very  objectionable  transaction.  Each  g^st  of  bottles 
sent  out,  is  accompankd  with  a  corresponding  number  of  pamphlets 
far  distribution,  and  every  bottle  is  enveloped  with  a  label  com* 
qmcing  and  ending  with  the  following ;  by  which  it  will  be  observed 
that  physicians  who  prescribe  Norwood's  Tincture,  prescribe  a 
patent  medicine.  To  the  label,  however.  *'  Nobwood's  Tutotubb 
ov  ycaATBinc  Yibids — CerUdrdy  eoniroUinff  tJU  action  of  ths  ksari 
and  artifUt  in  all  febrile  and  injlammatory  dieeaaee. — AhOt  Chorea 
wed  coeumleive  (f^eeasee.  Entered  according  to  the  act  of  Congress 
in  the  year  1858,  by  W.  C.  Norwood,  in  the  Clerk's  office  of  the 
District  Court  of  the  United  Sutes,  for  Southern  N.  Y." 

But  we  feel  that  we  are  giving  undue  importanoe  to  this  matter, 
sad  will  dismiss  it  with  a  single  allusion  to  the  imposition  of  Dr. 
Norwood.  His  Tincture  can  be  had  at  wholesale  in  this  part  of 
the  country  at  the  rate  of  88  or  40  cents  per  ounce,  and  50  cents  by 
the  retail.  Near  this  amount  for  an  ounce  of  the  tincture  of  a 
plant  that  abounds  all  over  this  continent,  is  nothing  short  of 
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extortioii»  and  members  of  the  medical  profession  should  have  mots 
r^ard  for  the  interest  of  their  patrons  and  their  own  honor,  thai 
to  prescribe  or  use  Norwood's  Tincture  at  these  rates  and  with  the 
stigma  now  resting  upon  it.  We  would  just  as  soon  dinct  omr 
patients  to  take  Ayres'  pills  or  pectoral.  The  Fluid  Extract  of  the 
Yerat^um  Viride,  prepared  by  the  Tildens  of  N.  Y.,  contains  all  ths 
active  medicinal  qualities  of  the  root  under  consideration,  and  csa 
be  obtained  at  just  one  third  the  rates  of  Norwood's  Tiactme. 
Honor  and  economy  dictate  that  the  former  should  always  be 
preferred  to  the  latter  by  the  physician*  C« 


A  TRIP  TO    LAKB  SDPEBIOB. 

Travelers  for  health  or  pleasure  often  make  a  very  singular  sake- 
tion  of  a  route  to  accomplish  the  end  in  view.  JBadly  yentilated  aad 
dusty  railway  cars, and  crowded  hotels  at  fashionable  watering-placeit 
one  would  suppose,  are  the  last  means  of  adding  to  pliMsurs  or 
of  improving  health.  Many  of  our  readers,  probably,  are  not  await 
that  a  weekly  line  of  steamers  is  established  between  Clevdand  and 
Detroit,  and  Superior  City,  and  that  in  a  period  of  eight  days,  the 
round  trip  of  2,000  miles  may  be  made  in  one  of  those  floating  pal- 
aces, of  which  the  Ulinou  affords  such  a  magnificent  specimen. 
What  could  be  more  invigorating  than  a  voyage  up  these  inland 
seas,  whose  shores  present  some  of  the  grandest  scenery  to  be  found 
on  the  face  of  the  globe  ?  What  better  prescription  is  it  possiUe 
for  a  physician  to  make  for  many  of  his  patients  than  the  trip 
through  the  8traits  of  Mackinaw,  along  the  Sault  6t.  Marie,  the 
Pictured  Rocks,  the  Iron  region  of  Marquette,  etc.  Extra  prepara- 
tions have  been  made  for  the  next  voyage  of  the  lUmoU,  which 
leaves  Cleveland  on  the  28th,  and  Detroit  on  the  29th  inst.  How 
many  of  our  professional  brethren  need  just  such  a  tomie  as  this  trip 
alone  can  offer  !  How  many  of  their  patients  might  advantageously 
exchange  their  blue  mass  for  the  cool  and  bracing  air  of  Lake  Supe- 
rior !  We  shall  try  to  set  an  example  worthy  the  imitation  of  all 
who  are  suffering  from  mental  and  bodily  prostration.  To  our  in- 
valid readers,  we  would  say,  take  the  Jllinoii,  on  August  28th  I 
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BemMeMfar  Diarrhofaand  Dyteniery — Batciberry  Rod. — ^Tbis 
root  forms,  as  is  well  known,  a  valuable  astringent  in  affections  of 
the  inncons  membrane  of  the  bowels,  after  the  acute  inflammation 
baa  subsided.  We  give  the  formula  recommended  by  Dr.  Geo.  fi. 
Wood,  in  his  work  on  Thenq>eutic8.  Boil  an  ounce  of  the  braised 
root  in  a  pint  and  a  half  of  water  to  a  pint,  to  which  may  be  added 
ai  the  end  of  the  boiling,  half  an  ounce  of  bruised  orange  peel,  or 
two  drachms  of  bruised  cinnamon,  to  render  it  more  palatable.  The 
dose,  for  an  adult,  is  a  wineglassful  three  or  four  times  a  day,  or 
more  frequently  ;  for  a  child,  two  years  old,  the  dose  is  a  dessert- 
spoonful. The  root  of  the  geraneum,  or  crane's-bill,  prepared  in 
tha  same  manner,  and  administered  in  the  same  doses,  is  also  highly 
recommended,  in  chronic  diarrhoea  and  dysentery.  Dr.  Brinton  has 
puUished  the  results  of  his  experience  in  idiopathic  dysentery  with 
biamuth  and  astringents.     He  employs  the  following  formula  : 

Bismuth  8nb  Nitrat.  9i 

Pnlv.  Kiio  Comp.  grs.  x 

Mucilage  3ij 

Infusion  of  Rhatany  3i.    M, 
.  Give  the  libove  ewerj  six  hours.    Use  abo  enemata  every  night 
•f  Tinct.  Opii,  m  xx, 

Tinot  Gaiechu,  3ij, 

Decoction  of  Starch,  Jij.    JV. 
-   This  treatment  is  reported  as  having  been  very  successful  in  the 
diarrhcea  of  phthisis,  that  of  enteric  or  typhoid  fever,  and  the  chro- 
aio  diarrhoea  of  children. 


Pmmitfmrm  EkraiUiU. — ^Apply,  by  means  of  a  quill,  a  single  large 
drop  of  the  per*chloride  of  iron.  Burning  pain  and  a  sensation  of 
powerfid  constriction  follow,  which  gradually  diminish  in  the  course 
of  quarter  of  an  hoir.  The  application  is  not  to  be  repeated  for  two 
or  three  days,  and  after  the  third  or  fourth  a  marked  amelioration  is 
generally  observed  ;  the  vascularity  of  the  cornea  is  diminished,  the 
photophobia  disappea.s,  and  the  sight  is  clear.  By  this  remedy,  the 
principal  indication  is  fulfilled,  viz :  the  destruction  of  the  yery 
minute  vessels  running  from  the  surrounding  conjunctiva  to  the  sur* 
&oe  of  the  cornea.-^  M.  FoUin,  in  Arch.  Otn.  d$  Med.  in  Rank^a 
Abatract.) 
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Beef  and  MuUm  in  J>y$efUiry,—Tb»  0aMeU$  BMUmmdmM,  of 
July  10th,  copiM  from  an  luliui  journal  tlie  reporta  of  aeveral  caMi 
of  dysentery  anecessfolly  treated  by  meant  of  raw,  or  Mry  rorr  {4§mt 
crude)  beef  and  mntton.  The  Editor  remarks  that  in.  1845  a  Bat> 
sian,  Dr.  Weisee,  adTised  the  nee  of  lean  berf  or  mntton^  cut  iaia 
very  small  pieces,  as  a  remedy  in  the  chroiue  diarrhoss  of  inlaaia. 
Dr.  Pensa,  of  Alexandria,  in  Egypt,  has  published  the  full  dotaSs 
of  four  cases  which  be  snocessfally  trsatod  according  to  the  above 
method. 

Perchloride  of  Iran. — M.  Delan,  in  submitting  to  a  commitisi^ 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Yelpean,  Cloqnet  and  Jobert,  the  leaolts  of  Us 
experience  with  the  perchloride  of  iron,  thns  oondndes : 

Ist.  Both  internal  and  external  use  of  the  agent  ia  nnattsadsil 
with  danger^ 

2d.  It  is  the  most  powerful  hemostatic  Imown. 

Sd.  It  modifies  living  tissoes,  bnt  especially  is  this  tme  ia  Ihi 
affection  of  mucous  membranes,  as  for  example,  in  bbnonliagi^ 
leucorrhea,  bronchial  catarrh,  etc. 

4th.  It  is  anti-syphilitic,  since  it  is  capable  of  eoring  dhaoenb 
ulcerations  of  the  vagipa  and  of  the  uterus,  without  incurring  the 
risk  of  the  unpleasant  consequences  which  sometimes  follow  the  on 
of  nitrate  of  silver,  iodine,  mercury  and  their  compounds. 

5th.  It  is  of  great  efficacy  in  the  treatment  of  aorofiilous  aSbe« 
tions. — (Gautte  EebdomadoArt.) 


American  Dental  Aseociation, — ^At  the  recent  session  of  this 
dation  in  Boston,  Dr.  James  Taylor,  of  Cincinnati,  waa  elsetsi 
President.  We  are  unable  to  give  an  abstract  of  the  prooesdiiigs, 
but  have  reason  to  infer,  from  brief  notices  which  hava  oome  under 
our  observation,  that  they  were  of  more  than  ordinary  intenst. 


£scitO' Secretory'  Syeiem. — ^In  a  recent  communication  to  the 
Medical  Independent,  of  Detroit,  Dr.  J.  Adams  Allen  daims  to  have 
taught  for  some  3rears  past  the  doctrine  which  has  of  late  attractai 
so  much  attention,  in  consequence  of  the  discussion  between  Dn- 
Marshall,  Hall'  and  H.  F.  CampbeD,  in  rsfeience  to  tlis  CmI  cirri- 
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arity.  Dr.  Allen  asserts  tbat  from  the  year  1848  it  has  been  part 
of  his  '*  cnrrent  teaching/'  and  "  that  he  considered  it  only  a  neces- 
aary  corollary  from  previously  well  known  facts."  We  learn  that 
it  is  his  intention  to  present  his  claims  formally.  Dr.  Allen,  we 
Idieve,  hails  from  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  and  if  we  mistake  not,  is  one 
of  the  Professors  in  the  Ann  Arbor  school. 


J)r.  Fell, — ^The  London  Medical  Times  and  Gazette  for  Angost 
lat,  speaking  of  this  notorious  "  Cancer  Doctor,"  says  that  New 
Tork  may  well  blush  for  Dr.  Fell,  but  London  will  have  to  put  on 
a  deeper  hue  for  the  Surgeons  of  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  who  have 
been  so  humbugged  by  him  I 


A  surgeon,  Rizzoli,  of  Bologna,  recommends  a  mode  of 
treatment  decidedly  novel  in  cases  of  deformity  resulting  from  a 
badly  united  fracture.  It  is  to  fiacture  the  corresponding  bone  in 
the  sound  extremity,  and  so  to  adjust  the  parts  as  to  resemble  the 
diatorted  member  I  He  has  put  his  plan  into  execution  in  two  cases. 
We  have  stated  that  this  treatment  is  decidedly  novel,  but  on  fur- 
ther reflection,  we  recollect  a  case,  mentioned  to  us  many  years  since 
in  New  York,  by  one  acquainted  with  the  particulars,  in  which  a 
wQor,  on  a  long  voyage,  broke  his  thigh,  and  on  reaching  port,  it 
was  not  only  deformed,  but  shorter  than  the  other.  On  his  next 
Toyage  he  broke  the  opposite  thigh,  and  when  union  had  taken  place, 
it  was  found  that  both  lower  extremities  were  of  the  same  length. 
H.  Jansseus,  in  reporting  the  operation  of  Rizzoli,  in  the  Journal 
i$  Jimiecine,  de  ChirurgU  et  de  Pharmacoiogie  de  Bruxelles,  remarks 
that  his  success  verifies  an  aphorism  of  Hippocrates  :  Uiiliui/uerit 
mt,  ii  qm$  maU.curandus  sU,  atnbo  poUus  crura /raeta  haUat,  quam 
alUrum  iantum, — (  GauUe  Bebdomadaire.) 


JHaheiet. — Dr.  Garrod  asserts  that  dietetic  treatment  is  superior 
to  every  other.  He  recommends  bread  made  of  finely-ground  bran, 
mixed  with  butter,  eggs,  and  milk,  and  leavened  by  hydrochloric 
acid  and  carbonato  of  soda. 


MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  OfflO. 


m^^^^^0*^t^^^^^s0*0*^^^^^^^0^^^>i^^f^f^f^^^0^^^0^^^^^''^r^f^0^r^0^fm 


The  Thirty-Eighth  Annnal  r*oane  of  Lectaret,  Ib  thii  Imtltatloiis,  wiD 
oomiuence  on  the  i5th  of  October,  tod  coutinue  ontll  tke  Itt  of  Mareh* 


tj*  RI*  IjA  WNOIV«  Sff.  D.t 

Pr0fMor  4/  Prtiif  •f  Mtdieiue  •nd  CUnicmi  M§dicin; 

JB8SB  P.  JCJDKINS,  jII.  O^ 

Pr0f§s»0r  ^f  Anmtom$. 

GKOBOB  G.  BWjACWLMAn.  IV.  O.. 

Pr^fM40r  9f  8mf^0rjf  mmd  CUuieml  8wg0r$, 

G£OJBOE    IVIBMBEIVHALL,   HE.  »., 

Prof§U0r  ^  Okstwtriet  mud  DiM§as*s  •f  ir«««m  mwi  Ckildtu, 

JAMBS  GRAUAm,  HI.  1»., 

Prmf§s»or  4/  Mmttria  Mtdicm  mnd  TkmrapmUics, 

C.  G.  GOHBGYS,  SI.  D«, 

Pr«/€aa»r  of  Inatitutea  of  Jtedidna, 

0.  £•  FOOTS,  Ifl.  D., 

Prafaaaar  af  Chawiiatrf, 

THOAEAS  WOOD,  H.  D., 

Prafeaaar  af  Mieraaeapie  €nd  Sut^iamt  Jinatamf. 

JOHN  A.  miTIIPHY,  m.  D., 

Adjnnat  Pr^faaaar  af  PrmctUa  af  Maiicina  and  CUmuml  JMUma*.   . 

B.  F.  RICHARBSOIV,    HI.  D., 

Adjunct  Prafaaaar  af  Okatatrica,  ate. 

Dm.  GI^BNDBNIIV,  HE.  D., 

Demamatrutar  af  JuaUam$, 


CLINICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  Faculty  are  dt*terniiBeH  to  devote  moch  time  and  attention  to  Qiakd 
instractiun.  The  patients  of  the  Commerciai  Hospital  and  City  DispsoisfT 
(whioh  are  nnder  the  exdnsive  control  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio)  vll 
be  examined,  prescribed  for,  or  operated  upon  cbtiy,  in  presence  of  tbeclMfr 
Opportunity  for  witnessing  cases  and  operations  at  St.  John*s  Hotel  for  Ion* 
lids  will  aldo  be  presented. 

The  Anatomical  Rooms  will  be  opened  on  the  let  of  October.  Maliriil 
for  dissection  will  be  abundant. 

ProfeMom*  Ticket ! #8010 

Disserting  Ticket 6  00 

Hospital  Ticket 5  00 

Matriculation  Ticket  (paid  once  only) 5  00 

Graduation  Fee S5  00 

At  the  close  of  the  session  the  Faculty  will  eltrct  fh>m  the  class  seven  Holit 
Physicians,  to  reside  in  the  Hospitals  and  Dispensary  for  one  year. 

For  further  information,  call  at  the  College,  on  Sixth  street,  between  ViH 
and  Race,  or  addreae  eitlitr,  JAMES  GRAHAM.  M.  D.,  DbaNi 

GBORGB  MElfDENHALL,  M.  D.,  Rsoistrae.  87  Sefenth  ili«^ 

Cinolniinti,  Angoit,  1857.  187  F^ttith 


THE 


WESTERN    LANCET. 


VOL.18.       SEPTEMBER,  1857.  NO.  9. 


OBiaiKAL  COMMUNICATIOKS. 


Ligature  of  the  Primitive  Carotid  Artery  for  Malignant  Dti- 
eave.  By  Geo.  C.  Blackhan,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery 
in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio ;  Surgeon  to  the  Commer- 
cial Hospital. 

Dr.  Jas.  R.  Wood,  one  of  the  Surgeons  of  the  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital, N.  Y.J  published  in  the  New  York  Journal  of  Medi- 
erne  for  July  an  elaborate  paper  entitled,  ^*  Early  History  of 
Ligature  of  the  Common  Carotid  Artery,  with  a  Report  of  the 
unpublished  operations  in  the  city  of  New  York."  In  seven- 
teen of  these  cases,  the  operation  was  performed  for  malignant 
diBease  of  the  head  or  face.  It  is  stated  that  in  four,  the]:e 
was  ^'  an  apparent  cure  of  the  original  disease  ;  ten  were  deci- 
dedly benefited,  growth  of  tumor  being  for  a  time  arrested ; 
two  died ;  one  not  noted."  In  one  of  the  fatal  ciises  hemiple- 
gia supervened  twenty-four  hours  after  operation,  and  death 
occurred  in  sixty  hours ;  in  the  second  case,  death  occurred 
three  or  four  days  after  the  operation,  from  exhaustion. 

We  have  had  occasion  in  several  instances  to  ligate  the  pri- 
mitive carotid  in  the  removal  of  malignant  tumors  of  the  neck, 
and  have  been  satisfied  that  in  these  cases  the  return  of  the 
disease  has  been  retarded,  and  life  prolonged  by  the  operation. 
%  From  an  examination  of  the  dates  of  the  operations  per- 
^  formed  by  the  New  Tork  surgeons,  in  cases  of  malignant  dis« 
VOL.  xvnL — 41. 
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ease,  it  appears  that  one  of  our  own  is  entitled  to  prioritjr 
This  was  reported  in  the  Ameriean  Journal  of  Medical  Sk' 
enees  for  Oct.,  1845,  and  as  the  sequel  of  the  report  goes  to 
show,  we  advocated  the  propriety  of  the  proceeding  in  similar 
cases,  although  oar  course  was  then  denoimced  by  some  whe 
have  since  resorted  to  it»  under  similar  circnmst&noes,  widi 
success.  It  is  due  to  Dr.  Alexander  fi.  Hosack  to  qtate  that 
although  his  name  does  not  appear  in  Dr.  Wood's  eolleetioBy 
he  did  ligate  the  primitive  carotid  for  the  purpose  of  arresting 
the  growth  of  a  parotid  tumor,  even  before  our  own  ease,  and 
long  before  him,  the  late  Dr.  Granville  Sharp  Pattison  had 
strongly  recommended  the  sflme  operation  in  malignant  dis- 
ease of  the  antrum,  as  may  be  readily  learned  from  his  edition 
of  Boms'  <<  Surgical  Anatomy  of  the  Head  and  Neck.'*  Bat 
to  return  to  our  own  cases. 

Oasb  1. — On  the  17th  of  June,  1848,  a  £utner,  set.  thirty, 
sought  our  advice  for  a  large  encephaloid  tumor  on  the  rig^ 
side  of  his  neck,  which  was  of  some  two  years*  standing.  In 
the  April  preceding,  the  tumor  had  been  opened  by  hia  fiuuly 
physician,  with  the  expectation  of  finding  "  matter."  Aboat 
a  pint  of  blood  followed  this  proceeding,  and  the  hemorrhage 
was  with  difficulty  arrested.  The  tumor  was  from  four  to  fve 
inches  in  height,  and  at  its  base  the  diameter  was  six  inches. 
In  the  center  was  an  opening  sufficiently  large  to  admit  two 
fingers,  and  this  extended  to  the  sheath  of  the  carotid  artery. 
There  was  a  profuse  discharge  of  bloody  matter  from  the  sur- 
face, amounting  nearly  to  a  pint  during  the  day.  This  was 
rapidly  exhausting  his  strength,  and  as  there  was  reason  to 
believe  that  death  would  soon  result  from  ulceration  of  the 
carotid  artery,  I  resolved  to  apply  a  ligature  to  this  vessel 
On  the  21st  of  June  the  operation  was  performed.  The  wea- 
ther was  intensely  warm,  the  thermometer  ranging  for  several 
days  in  succession  at  90°  Fahr.  The  wound  was  lightly  dress- 
"ed,  and  for  a  few  hours  the  patient  was  very  comfortable. 
Jn  the  evening  considerable  reaction  had  taken  place,  and  be 
was  bled  to  the  extent  of  ten  ounces.    During  the  night  be 
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iMCtme  somewhat  delirioas,  and  on  the  next  day  there  was 
paralysis  of  the  left  side.  His  bowels  were  constipated,  and 
the  catheter  was  required  for  the  evacuation  of  his  urine.  On 
the  third  day  the  pain  in  his  head  had  greatly  diminished,  and 
mt  the  fourth  he  had  some  power  of  moying  the  left  hand  and 
foot,  and  was  able  to  pass  his  urine  without  the  catheter.  On 
the  fifth  he  again  lost  all  power  orer  the  left  side  of  the  body. 
On  the  sixth  he  was  evidently  sinking ;  he  had  cough,  and 
there  was  some  accumulation  of  mucus  in  his  throat.  On  the 
•eventh  the  wound,  which  had  united,  except  around  the  liga- 
ture, re-opened,  and  about  a  tablespoonful  of  blood  was  lost, 
which  greatly  alarmed  the  attendant,  but  was  easily  arrested 
by  compression.  The  patient  became  comatose,  and  died  on 
ihe  eighth  day  after  the  operation. 

The  effect  of  the  operation  on  the  tumor  was  all  that  could 
luKf e  been  desired.  In  twenty-four  hours  it  was  evident  that 
tiie  whole  mass  would  soon  slough,  and  five  days  afterwards, 
the  physicians  who  examined  my  patient  were  highly  pleased 
with  his  appearance,  and  on  the  day  of  his  death  the  tumor 
was  so  rotten  that  it  was  necessary  to  handle  it  with  the  great- 
••t  care  to  prevent  it  from  falling  into  pieces.  This  case,  as 
before  mentioned,  was  reported  in  the  American  Journal  of 
Medical  Sctences  for  October,  1845,  and  in  connection  with 
ity  we  offered  the  following  remarks : 

Oould  this  operation  have  been  performed  at  an  earlier 
period  and  at  a  more  favorable  season  of  the  year,  I  sincerely 
Mieve  that  even  if  the  patient  had  not  been  cured,  his  li^ 
WOttld  have  been  considerably  prolonged.  Dr.  Mott  has  re- 
Mited  a  case  similar  to  my  own  in  the  New  York  Hospital 
Med*  and  Surg.  Register j  for  1820.  He  says,  '  in  consulta- 
tion it  was  agreed,  that  an  operation  which  would  lessen  the 
flow  of  blood  to  the  fungus,  and  permit  as  much  of  the  tumor 
\0  be  removed  as  possible,  afforded  the  only  possible  means  of 
prolonging  the  existence  of  the  patient  or  of  mitigating  his 
aafferings.  This  operation  was  performed  in  November,  and 
the  patient  lived  only  three  months.  But  he  was  laboring 
Wider  pulmonary  difficulties  previous  to  its  performance, 
which  were  aggravated  for  a  week  or  two  in  consequencoi  and 
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Dr.  M,  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  *'  that  his  death  may,  with  mom 
propriety,  be  attributed  to  the  pulmonary  than  the  fungom 
disease/  It  is  evident  that  if  the  patient  derived  any  benefit 
from  the  proceedings  of  Dr.  Mott,  it  could  not  have  been  firom 
the  removal  of  the  external  portion  of  the  tumor,  but  it  must 
have  been  owing  to  '  the  cutting  off  of  its  supply  of  blood  *  \fj 
the  ligature  of  the  carotid. 

From  the  researches  of  pathologists  it  would  seem  reason* 
able  to  expect,  that  tying  the  principal  artery  supplying  the 
tumor  should  be  attended  with  good  results.  Mr.  Walsitt 
observes,  that  ^  the  general  impression  derived  either  from  the 
aspect  of  the  vessels  of  encephaloid  or  from  the  results  rf 
injection,  appears  to  have  been  that  they  were  essentially 
arterial.  In  1830,  Prof.  Berard  injected  with  all  necessaiy 
care,  the  arteries  and  veins  of  the  neck  of  a  subject  who  hta 
died  with  two  non-ulcerated  encephaloid  tumors  in  that  regioB. 
On  dividing  i^he  masses  in  different  directions,  the  usual  char* 
acters  of  arterial  injection  were  discovered,'  etc.,  etc 

M.  Magendie  assures  us  that  he  tied  the  carotid  with  tha 
effect  of  permanently  stopping  the  growth  of  an  enormotf 
scirrho-encephaloid  tumor  on  the  side  of  the  head  and  face, 
which  had  twice  been  reproduced  after  partial  ablation.    Sir 
Astley  Cooper  declares  that  '  this  disease  has  a  continual  dis- 
position to  slough,  and  in  this  manner,  occasionally  receiret 
a  natural  cure,  for  instances  have  been  known  where  the  entire 
tumor  has  sloughed,  the  wound  healed  kindly,  and  thepentm 
has  been  permanently  cured.'     Mr.  Cline  also  states  tost  he 
has  seen  a  complete  cure  by  sloughing.    Now  what  method  if 
more  likely  to  produce  this  sloughing  of  the  tumor  than  the 
ligature  of  its  principal  artery,  and,  if  necessary,  the  oonstast 
application  of  ice  ? 

Having  the  testimony  of  such  men  as  Mott,  DupnytreH) 
Magendie,  Maunoir,  Lucas,  M.  Jobert,  Pattison  and  Hosaeky 
in  favor  of  this  operation,  and  having  witnessed  its  decided 
effect  in  arresting  the  flow  of  blood  to  the  tumor  in  my  own 
patient,  I  shall  feel  bound  in  similar  cases,  to  give  it  a  prefe- 
rence over  every  other  method  hitherto  suggested  in  the  tret** 
ment  of  this  most  formidable  disease.  Cases  do  occur,  tf 
Copland,  Maunoir,  Lobstein  and  Velpeau  have  remarked,  in 
which,  as  in  my  patient,  the  disease  has  not  invaded  the  dige^ 
tive  or  assimilating  organs,  where  the  absorption  of  the  IDO^ 
bid  matter  has  not  taken  place  to  a  ereat  amount,  and  wher^ 
the  patients  still  retain  their  natural  color.    In  theae  caf60» 
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when  some  external  part  only  is  affected,  and  when  the  gen- 
eral healthy  as  in  Mr.  B.,remains  unimpaired,  bat  the  patient 
18  ainkins  from  the  excessive  discharge  from  the  tumor,  the 
oourse  which  I  adopted  has  certainly  some  important  argu- 
ments in  its  favor. 

Case  2. — In  August,  1847,  a  son  of  Gideon  Birdsall,  set. 
18,  residing  in  Ulster  co.,  N.  Y.,  came  under  our  care  for  the 
treatment  of  a  malignant  growth  proceeding  from  the  right 
maxillary  sinus,  and  filling  the  nostril  of  that  side.  The  dis- 
ease at  first  had  been  regarded  as  a  polypus,  and  an  attempt 
(o  extract  it  was  made  by  one  of  the  most  distinguished  sur- 
geons in  the  country.  Alarming  hemorrhage  followed,  and 
the  operator  dismissed  the  patient  with  the  advice  never  to 
submit  to  another  effort  of  the  kind,  but  if  he  suffered  any 
thing  more  to  be  done,  to  have  a  ligature  placed  upon  the 
carotid  artery  of  that  side,  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  the 
growth  of  the  tumor  and  prolonging  his  life.  When  I  was 
first  consulted  by  him,  he  was  subject  to  frequent  attacks  of 
Ueeding,  and  both  nasal  apertures  were  blocked  so  as  to  inter- 
fere with  respiration.  The  cheek  was  greatly  swollen,  and 
eyery  thing  presented  a  most  unfavorable  prospect.  On  the 
2ith  of  August  I  ligated  the  right  primitive  carotid,  in  the 
presence  of  a  number  of  physicians  residing  in  the  vicinity. 
Ifothing  worthy  of  note  occursed  during  or  after  the  opera- 
tioOi  so  far  as  the  latter  is  concerned.  The  ligature  came 
away  on  the  thirteenth  day,  and  the  whole  wound  was  soon 
healed.  The  immediate  effect  of  the  operation  was  most  deci- 
ded in  arresting  the  growth  of  the  morbid  mass,  and  in  dimin-> 
iahing  the  tumefaction  of  the  cheek.  In  the  course  of  a  fort- 
night, however,  he  began  to  complain  of  uneasiness  about  the 
junction  of  the  upper  lip  with  the  right  ala  of  the  nose,  at 
which  point  there  was  some  swelling.  A  fungous  growth  soon 
appeared  beneath  the  upper  lip,  and  this  increased  so  rapidly 
that  in  the  course  of  four  or  five  days  it  protruded  something 
like  an  inch  below  its  margin,  and  prevented  the  patient  froai 
taking  solid  food.    The  mass  protruding  from  tLe  nose  at  the 
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end  of  three  weeks  after  the  operation,  wis  shriTelledy  and 
instead  of  the  red,  vascnlar  appearancOi  it  presented  a  dark 
color.  The  septam  of  the  nose  and  the  left  nasal  aperture, 
which  had  heen  concealed,  were  now  distinctly  risible,  and 
with  the  exception  of  the  fungons  growth  filling  the  moath, 
!he  patient's  appearance  had  considerably  improved. 

To  arrest  the  growth  of  this,  and  to  render  the  deeaj 
of  the  mass  within  the  maxillary  sinns  more  certain,  on 
the  twenty-first  day  after  the  former  operation,  I  tied  the  left 
primitive  carotid  artery.  When  the  first  knot  was  made,  vision 
in  the  left  eye  was  immediately  lost.  I  waited  some  minntes 
before  I  ventured  to  apply  the  second,  but  as  his  sight  became 
partially  restored,  I  completed  the  operation,  and  closed  the 
wonnd.  From  this  moment  not  an  nnpleasant  symptom 
appeared.  The  ligature  came  away  on  tiie  fourteenth  day, 
and  the  wound  soon  healed.  In  less  than  a  week  from  die 
last  operation,  the  protruding  growths  had  sloughed  and 
become  detached.  His  tongue,  which  for  weeks  had  been 
coated,  became  clean ;  his  appetite  improved ;  the  tumefaction 
of  the  cheek  steadily  diminished,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few 
weeks,  he  was  able  to  breathe  freely  through  his  nostril. 

This  patient  we  saw  in  November,  1854,  and  his  health  was 
perfect.  Daring  the  greater  portion  of  the  seven  years  which 
had  passed  from  the  time  of  the  operation,  he  had  been 
engaged  in  a  hardware  store  in  Chatham  street,  New  York. 
Professors  Mott  and  Parker  have  both  exhibited  this  patient 
to  their  classes,  as  an  interesting  case  of  recovery  fi'om  malig* 
nant  disease,  due  to  the  deprivation  of  the  blood  from  which 
the  morbid  growth  derived  its  support. 

*Case  8. — Jno.  Mitchell,  SBt.  14,  of  cachectic  habit,  was 
admitted  into  the  Commercial  Hospital,  June  20th,1867.  States 
that  during  last  fall,  he  suffered  greatiy  from  the  tooth-ache,  as 
he  supposed.  The  pain  continued  to  increase  in  severity  until 
spring,  when  by  advice,  he  had  the  third  molar  tooth  of  the 
superior  maxillary  on  the  right  side  extracted.     Excessive 

*  Reported  Iqr  Dr.  Wm.  H«jr«t»  Hoqm  Sargtoa. 


BlackkjlR— Ligature  qf  Carotid  Arterjf.  633 

hemorrhage  followed.  The  pain  still  continued  with  greater 
acatettees,  and  there  was  considerable  tumefaction  in  the 
region  of  the  cheek,  after  the  extraction  of  the  tooth.  When 
admitted,  the  tumefaction  of  the  cheek  was  great ;  the  right 
eye-bally  protruded  considerably — the  right  nares  was  almost 
plugged  up.  There  was  great  tenderness  and  vascularity  of 
the  gums  on  the  diseased  side,  so  much  so,  that  when  Prof.  B. 
introduced  the  drill,  the  hemorrhage  was  controlled  only  by 
pressure  and  frequent  applications  of  the  PercUaride  of  Iron. 

The  general  health  of  the  lad  was  failing,  his  appetite  was 
not  so  good  as  it  had  been,  he  rested  poorly  at  night,  &c. 

The  next  day  after  his  admisstion  the  second  molar  tooth 
was  extracted,  giving  rise  to  profuse  hemorrhage.  He  was 
oordered  full  nourishing  diet,  cod  liver  oil,  ale.  The  swelling 
continuing  to  increase,  Prof.  Blackman  decided  to  tie  the 
primitive  carotid  artery,  which  operation  was  performed  on 
the  27th  of  June. 

June  28th.  Vomited  considerably  yesterday  after  the  ope- 
ration, which  has  ceased  this  morning,  feels  some  fullness  of 
the  head:  some  little  fever:  hemiplegia.  Brested  tolerably  well. 

29th.  Experiences  no  fullness  in  head,  pain  in  jaw  less^ 
in  other  respects  about  the  same. 

July  2d.    Protuberance  of  eye  less,  swelling  within  the    ^^ 
nares  less,  wound  looking  well.     Suppuration  free.  'iO^ 

8th.  Ligature  came  away:  general  condition  improving  1 
wound  looking  well :  pain  has  ceased :  tumefaction  in  face 
less,  &c. 

23d.  The  condition  of  the  lad  greatly  improved :  tumefac- 
tton  of  the  face  a  great  deal  less:  eye  almost  natural  in 
q>pearance  :  swelling  within  the  nares  almost  gone. 

On  the  24th  of  July  the  boy  left  the  Hospital,  since  which 
nothing  has  been  heard  from  him. 

Casb  4.  T.  A.  set.  7,  from  Iowa,  came  under  my  care  a 
fS^r  months  since,  suffering  from  what  was  supposed  to  be 
cerebral  aneurism.  There  was  a  pulsating  tumor  protruding 
through  the  right  side  of  the  frontal  bone,  and  the  aneurismal 
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brait  ww  nnasnally  distinct.  Daring  the  three  months  pre- 
ceding his  Tisit  to  Cincinnati,  the  eircnmferenoe  of  his  head 
had  increased  fnlly  three  inches.  The  first  indication  of  the 
disease  appeared  about  eighteen  months  before,  and  for  six 
months  the  enlargement  of  the  shall  had  been  gradnal  and 
unaccompanied  by  pain.  In  Angust,  1856,  he  had  a  diill 
and  conyalsions  which  lasted  an  hour  and  a  half.  Next  day 
he  had  fiye,  which  were  yery  violent.  From  this  date  the 
tumor  increased  rapidly,  and  the  pain  in  the  frontal  regioii 
was  excruciating.  Conyalsions  were  of  frequent  ooeorrenoei 
which  threatened  a  fatal  termination.  Ligature  of  the  prim, 
tiye  carotid  seemed  to  aSer  the  only  chance  for  the  patient 
After  the  operation,  for  some  24  hours,  matters  seemed  to 
progress  satisfactorily,  but  conyulsions  agam  set  in,  aad  the 
patient  died  in  about  86  hours.  At  the  autopsy  one  half  of 
the  brain  was  found  affected  with  malignant  disease. 

We  might  giye  the  details  of  other  cases,  but  as  adjunet 
means,  such  as  the  freesing  mixture,  &o.,  were  employed, 
they  do  not  properly  come  under  the  aboye  list,  whidi  is 
reported  to  show  the  effects  produced  by  the  ligature  of  the 
artery  alone. 


^  Frequency  of  the  righi  Obliquity  of  the  Vierue. — its  explana- 
/        tion,  by  B.  F.  Bichabdson,  M.  D.,  Adjunct  Professor  of 
/         Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women,  in  the  Medical  College 
^  of  Ohio. 

For  more  than  a  century,  obstetrical  writers  haye  en- 
deavored to  arrive  at  a  satiefactory  conclusion  as  to  the  cause 
or  causes  of  the  right  obliquity  of  the  pregnant  uterus.  The 
fact  of  its  existence  in  eight  out  of  every  ten  pregnancies,  is 
admitted  by  all  writers  who  have  alluded  to  the  subject,  with 
the  solitary  exception  of  Prof.  Charles  D.  Meigs,  who  says, 
that  *^  so  far  as  his  observation  enables  him  to  speak,  it  is 
oblique  to  the  left  more  frequently  than  to  the  right  side.*' 


RiOHABDflON — an  (HfKquiiif  cf  the  Utenu.  686 

Knee  the  time  of  Levret,  yarious  elements  have  been  set 
forth  as  determining  the  right  obliquity,  such  as  the  insertion 
of  the  placenta ;  malformation  of  the  uterus  or  adjacent 
parts ;  the  rectum  to  the  left ;  the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the 
eolon;  the  direction  of  the  mesentery;  the  general  use  of 
the  right  hand ;  lying  upon  the  right  side ;  the  right  round 
ligament  being  shorter  and  stronger  than  the  left,  etc.  The 
insufficiency  of  each  and  all  of  these  elements  has  been  made 
manifest. 

Levrety  joined  by  Millet,  Boehmer  and  others,  contended 
that  the  position  of  the  placenta  when  not  inserted  in  the 
ftmdus  or  cervix,  determined  the  kind  of  obliquity;  but  it  is 
well  known  that  its  insertion  is  as  apt  to  be  to  the  left  as  to 
the  right  of  the  fundus.  Malformation  of  the  uterus  or 
adjacent  parts,  is  the  rarest  exception,  whilst  the  right  ob- 
liquity is  the  rule.  The  assumption  that  the  rectum,  distended 
is  it  usually  is,  and  lying  to  the  left  of  the  median  line, 
txerts  a  directing  influence,  is  liable  to  two  objections ; 
firstly,  the  right  obliquity  obtains  as  constantl]^  in  those 
whose  bowels  are  soluble,  as  in  those  of  constipated  habit. 
Secondly,  the  rectum  being  entirely  within  the  pelvic  cavity, 
eannot  act  upon  the  uterus  when  it  comes  to  occupy  the 
abdomen.  According  to  Velpeau  and  Oazeaux,  we  are  led 
suppose  that  Desermeaux  was  the  first  to  mention  the  presence 
of  the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  colon  on  the  left,  and  the 
position  of  the  small  intestines,  as  determining  the  uterus  to 
the  right ;  but  Baudelocque  was  the  first  writer,  I  believe, 
who  made  these  suggestions.  The  presence  of  the  coecum 
(which  is  larger  than  the  sigmoid  flexure)  on  the  right,  how- 
ever, as  adduced  by  Dubois,  fully  counterbalances  it.  The 
directing  power  attributed  to  the  mesentery  in  consequence 
ef  their  descent  from  right  to  left  as  asserted  by  Desermeaux, 
is  invalidated  by  the  fact,  as  stated  by  Velpeau,  that  their 
anatomical  arrangement  is  the  reverse,— descending  from  left 
to  right  The  use  of  the  right  hand  can  have  no  possible 
connection  with  the  right  obliquity.    Velpeau  is  disposed  to 
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favor  the  hypothesis  (evidently  for  want  of  a  iBore  phiisihh 
one)  that  it  results  from  the  habit  of  lying  on  the  right  aidii 
According  to  Caxeanx,  however,  ^^  in  seventy-six  femalca,  aU 
of  whom  had  the  nterus  inclined  to  the  right,  thirty-eight 
rested  on  the  right  side,  twenty  on  the  left,  fourteen  alter* 
nately  on  both  sides,  and  four  on  the  back,''  thus  proving  the 
hypothesis  to  be  untenable* 

Madam  Boivin's  explanation,  whidh  Caaeanx  conaiders  the 
best,  is,  that  the  right  round  ligament  is  shorter  and  stroogsr 
than  the  left,  thereby  drawing  the  uterus  to  the  right.  Yel> 
peau.  has  demolished  this  ingenious  theory  by  arguing,  that 
<<  then  the  right  angle  of  the  womb  should  not  be  as  mck 
removed  from'  the  inguinal  canal  as  the  left,  but  the  contraiy 
is  observed."  All  writers  who  have  discussed  this  matter, 
admit  the  physical  necessity  of  a  lateral  displacement  of  the 
uterus  in  a  large  mqority  of  pregnancieB,  in  consequence  of 
the  resistance  of  the  abdominal  muscles  causing  its  convex 
posterior  surface  to  impinge  upon  Uie  salient  projection  of 
the  lumber  vertebrse ;  but  thus  far  they  have  been  unable  to 
account  satisfactorily,  even  to  themselves,  for  the  great  fr^ 
quency  of  its  right  obliquity.  Does  it  not  seem  strange  that 
amoDgt  the  several  anatomical  elements  which  have  presented 
themitolves  to  the  minds  of  writers,  as  influeDcing  this  partie* 
ular  direction  of  the  uterus, — ^the  aorta  has  not  intruded 
itself?  Those  phenomena  of  gestation,  indicative  of  pressure 
upon  this  vessel,  in  conjunction  vrith  its  position  to  the  Uft 
(almost  uniformly)  of  ike  median  line  of  the  lumbar  veriebrm^ 
ought,  at  least,  to  have  attracted  attention  ;  yet  it  has  not 
even  been  named  by  any  author  within  my  knowledge.  I  am 
clearly  of  the  opinion  that  in  all  uncomplicated  pregnancies 
where  the  right  obliquity  exists  persistently,  it  is  caused  by 
the  aorta,  and  have  so  taught  for  several  years  past, — ^he 
opinion  being  based  upon  the  following  anatomical  relations : 
the  lumbar  vertebrsa  project  anteriorly  about  two  inches  ox 
more,  having  on  either  side  concavities  in  which  are  lodged 
respectively,  the  ccscum  and  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  colon. 
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neither  of  which,  even  when  distended,  are  sufficiently  prom^ 
iment  to  prevent  the  lateral  inclination  of  the  uterus  ;  and  if 
there  was  no  other  anatomical  element  interposed,  as  soon 
M  the  ateruB,  by  its  enlargement,  encountered  the  resistance 
of  the  abdominal  muscles,  it  would  pass  to  either  side  of  the 
himbar  column,  indifferently. 

We  have,  however,  passing  down  upon  the  anterior  rounded 
surface  of  the  lumbar  projection,  the  aorta,  lying  to  the  left 
^  the  fnedian  line  nearly  the  extent  of  its  own  diameter ; 
which,  during  life^  is  more  than  half  an  inch,  and  quite 
resisting, — exerting  a  mechanical  influence  sufficient  to  deter- 
mine that,  which,  in  its  absence,  would  be  undetermined. 

The  practical  bearing  of  this  hypothesis  is  apparent,  when 
oonaidered  with  reference  to  the  popular  mode  of  placing  the 
patient  during  labor.  Where  there  is  the  least  reason  to 
apprehend  the  occurrence  of  convulsions,  it  would  be  inju- 
dicious and  hazardous  to  confine  the  patient  to  the  left  eide-^ 
sqpecielly  so  in  primiparse,  as  thereby  pressure  upon  the  aorta 
would  be  rendered  continuous. 


Successful  Operation  for  Strangulated  Femoral  Semia.    By 
C.  S.  MuscROFT,  M.  D.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

On  the  8d  inst..  I  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  F.,  set.  45  years, 
who  had  been  suffering  for  six  days,  from  severe  pain  through- 
oot  t  :e  region  of  the  abdomen,  and  vomiting.  On  making  a 
careful  examination  of  her  condition,  there  was  found  a 
fiunoral  hernia  of  the  left  side,  which  had  not  been  returned 
for  the  above  named  period.  Anodyne  medicines  were  given^ 
with  a  view,  if  possible,  of  reducing  the  hernia  by  taxis ; 
this  was  tried  several  times  during  the  day  by  Drs.  Graham, 
Fries  and  myself.  Not  being  able  to  succeed,  10  o'clock  the 
Bext  morning  was  appointed  for  an  operation  by  the  knife. 
The  patient  being  first  brought  under  the  influence  of  chloro- 
form,  assisted  by  Dr.   George  Fries,  I  proceeded  with  the 
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operation,  which  was  rendered  tedionti  on  aeemmt  of  tibe 
contents  of  the  hernia,  which  connBted  of  a  part  of  tibe 
omentum  y  glned  to  the  a^'aeent  tinnief  bj  fiJae  mea* 
brane.  The  hernial  tumor,  before  the  operation  was  aboit 
the  size  of  a  hen*8  egg,  but  the  strangulated  portion  was  not 
larger  than  the  egg  of  a  pigeon,  contaimng  an  enlarged  sad 
gangrenous  gland  which  was  removed.  The  ligament  of  Oim- 
bemat  was  partially  cut,  so  as  to  reliere  the  stricture,  sad 
the  rest  of  the  omentum  returned.  The  lower  portion  of  the 
wound  was  left  open,  and  dressed  with  equal  parts  of  whiskij 
and  water,  kept  cold  by  ice.  The  patient  continned  to  d» 
well  for  three  days,  when  a  violent  per.tonitis  set  in,  whifA 
has  since  yielded  to  careful  treatment,  and  now,  twelve  days 
after  the  operation,  the  patient  is  very  comfortable,  eats  whk 
relish,  and  sleeps  comparatively  well.  Her  bowels  are  regular. 
This  patient  has  also  disease  of  the  heart.  My  impresmm 
is  that  strangulation  in  this  case  existed  for  six  days  before 
ihe  operation.  During  this  period  there  had  been  vomiting 
and  constipation,  with  the  exception  of  a  slight  evaeuatioa 
on  the  morning  of  my  first  visit. 


Self-ChUure. — An  Address  delivered  before  the  Hendricks 
County  Medical  Society,  (Ind.,)  July  21st,  1857.  By 
David  Hutchison,  M.  D.,  President 

Oentlembn  : — ^I  rise  not  only  to  thank  you  for  the  honor 
conferred  in  electing  me  to  preside  over  the  deliberations  of 
this  Society,  but  as  is  customary  on  such  occasions,  to  present 
a  few  thoughts  on  some  topic,  connected  with  the  profession 
to  which  we  belong.  In  selecting  an  appropriate  subject 
and  one  that  might  prove  profitable  to  the  Society,  I  was  led 
to  that  of  self-cultijre. 

The  great  aim  of  all  scientific  associations,  is,  mutual 
improvement.  Such  has  been,  and  still  is,  the  leading  object 
of  this  Society,  and  I  feel  happy  in  being  able  to  congratu* 
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late  its  members,  that  their  proceedings  have  been  free  from 
jars  and  personal  discords.  As  a  Society,  the  most  gentle- 
manly deportment,  and  courteous  feelings  towards  each  other, 
haye  always  pervaded  our  meetings.  Thus  may  it  ever 
eontinue !  May  our  only  strife  be,  who  shall  excel  in 
individual  culture,  and  self  improvement.  Who  shall  write 
the  best  essays,  and  who  shall  throw  the  clearest  light  on 
the  subjects  under  discussion. 

^^  Life  is  short  and  art  is  long,"  said  an  eminent  member  of 
oar  profession.  It  is  but  a  small  portion  of  the  great  mass 
of  knowledge,  that  any  one  individual  can  acqure  in  a  life 
time.  It  therefore  behooves  us,  as  members  of  a  profession 
that  carries  with  it  such  weighty  responsibilities,  and  which 
requires  so  great  an  amount  of  skill  and  varied  learning,  to* 
•ee  to  it,  that  we  improve  well  our  time.  It  is  a  lamentable 
truth,  that  the  highest  aspirations  of  many  in  our  profession, 
are  only  to  obtain  a  passable  entrance  into  it,  and  after  going 
through  the  curriculum  of  office  and  collegiate  instruction, 
lay  aside  study  altogether.  Or  if,  perchance,  they  are  found 
BO  engaged,  it  is  only  when  some  new  epidemic  is  raging 
among  their  patients,  and  a  few  unsuccessful  cases  drive  them 
to  their  books.  It  is  needless  to  say,  that  such  a  course  is 
not  only  highly  reprehensible,  but  the  individual  deprives 
himself  of  the  enjoyment,  that  well  directed  study  brings  to  the 
mind.  All  scientific  pursuits  exert  an  elevating  influence  on 
the  student.  Refinement,  loftiness  of  intellect,  and  dignity 
of  manners,  are  the  legitimate  offspring  of  well  directed  study. 
But  in  order  to  study,  we  must  have  books ;  not  a  great, 
ponderous  library,  but  a  well  selected  assortment.  Far  better 
have  a  few  books  and  study  them  well,  than  to  have  a  large 
library  half  read.  Although  it  is  an  impossibility  to  master 
every  branch  of  knowledge,  connected  with  the  almost  unlim- 
ited science  of  medicine,  yet  by  perseverance  we  may  gain 
an  extensive  knowledge  of  every  branch,  and  then  as  our 
tastes  may  dictate,  we  may  cultivate  more  exclusively,  some 
&vorite  department.     It  was  the  opinion  of  the  late  Dr. 


Drake,  that  if  a  young  man,  after  he  eommenees  the  praetiee 
of  his  profeflsion,  woald  spend  bat  two  hours  daily  in  chMS, 
Bttentive  reading,— eren  if  he  possessed  but  mediom  talentSi 
he  might,  by  the  time  that  he  arrived  at  thirty-ftTe  years  ef 
age,  beeome  an  eminent  man.  The  opinions  of  suefa  a  man 
as  Brake,  are  worthy  of  our  highest  regard. 

Time  to  spend  we  all  more  or  less  haTe,  if  properly  system* 
atized,  and  we  cannot  estimate  what  an  amount  of  Ubor  we 
can  perform,  till  the  effort  is  made.  Many  illustrious  instan- 
ces might  be  adduced,  to  show  what  can  be  done  by  Ae 
proper  and  economical  use  of  time.  Ton  are  all  familiar 
wi^  the  history  of  the  learned  blacksmith,  Elihu  Burrit^ 
^who,  though  not  a  member  of  our  profession,  is  an  illustrious 
example  of  self  culture.  Were  it  necessary,  I  might  bring 
fbrth  many  others,  to  show  what  can  be  accomplished  by 
persevering  study.  It  was  said  of  the  illustrious  Dr.  Bate- 
man,  when  a  young  man,  that  he  never  was  without  a  book 
or  a  pen  in  his  hand ;  and  indeed  all  who  have  acquired 
distinction,  have  been  laborious,  pains-taking  students,  not 
only  for  a  few  brief  years  of  pririlege,  but  daring  a  life  time. 
And  generally  their  greatest  acquirements,  have  been  attained 
at  mature  years.  The  acquisition  of  one  branch  of  knowledge 
prepares  the  mind  for  higher  attainments.  What  seems 
difficult  at  first,  becomes  easy,  then  pleasant,  and  the  longer 
it  is  pnrsned,  the  more  pleasant  it  becomes. 

But  it  is  not  by  reading  alone,  that  we  may  improve  our^ 
selves  ;  writing  is  no  less  important.  Reading,  says  Bacon, 
makes  the  fall  man,  conversation  the  ready  man,  and  writing 
the  correct  man.  Writing,  like  all  other  pursuits  is  acquired 
by  practice.  Audubon,  the  celebrated  ornithologist,  on  being 
asked  how  he  had  acquired  so  much  fiicility  in  writing,  re- 
plied, that  it  had  been  by  recording  the  events  of  every  day, 
as  they  transpired  before  him.  Might  we  not  learn  from  the 
ornithologist,  a  very  important  lesson  ?  There  is  no  class  of 
men  under  whose  observation  so  many  important  and  striking 
erenta  transpire,  as  that  of  physicians.    What  can  be  more 
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•important  than  the  circumstances  that  gOTem  life  and  death  ? 
We  cannot  estimate  what  we  lose,  by  neglecting,  scrupulously, 
to  record  our  cases.  True,  it  is  labor,  but  it  is  labor  that  is 
abundantly  remunerative.  The  symptoms,  course,  diagnosis, 
treatment  and  final  result  of  our  cases,  placed  before  us  in 
writing,  would  serve  to  correct  many  false  impressions  and 
opinions  that  we  may  form.  We  would  gain  accuracy  by  the 
practice,  not  only  accuracy  in  writing,  but  also  in  diagnosing 
and  prescribing.  As  an  example  of  the  beneficial  effects  of 
writing,  I  would  refer  to  Marshall  Hall.  He  acted  as  clinical 
derk  in  his  younger  days,  to  the  Edinburgh  Infirmary.  And 
•0  the  result  of  this  mode  of  training,  the  basis  of  his  work 
on  diagnosis  wos  laid,  which  was  given  to  the  world,  while  he 
was  quite  a  young  man, — a  work,  that  in  value,  has  scarcely 
fceen  excelled.  It  is-  impossible  to  tell  what  a  single  man 
IBay  accomplish  by  industry.  Dr.  Chambers  of  London,  has 
written  sixty-seven  volumes,  of  about  four  hundred  pages 
Mch,  of  recorded  cases,  besides  several  volumes  of  indices 
to  those  cases.  These  are  so  arranged,  that  he  can  turn  to 
tiiy  case,  that  transpired  years  ago,  and  tell  a  patienc  what 
JBaease  he  had,  and  what  medicines  he  prescribed  for  him,  and 
\fj  this  means,  he  has  a  clue  to  the  peculiarities  and  consti- 
tvtaon  of  his  patient,  and  can  again  prescribe  for  him  more 
Judiciously,  than  if  he  had  to  again  learn  all  about  his 
patient's  system.  Besides  the  herculean  task  of  writing 
these  volumes  of  cases,  he  has  written  nearly  as  many  more 
of  hospital  reports,  while  he  had  charge  of  a  metropolitan 
koapital.  And  this  labor  was  all  accomplished  in  the  midst 
of  a  laborious  and  active  practice  ;  such  a  practice  that  but 
few  of  the  London  physicians  ever  acquire.  In  the  language 
of  his  biographer,  he  was  foremost  because  he  was  best.  I 
da  not  say  that  we  should  write  to  acquire  gain  or  reputation, 
tat  simply  with  a  view  to  self-improvement ;  reputation  will 
necessarily  follow.  A  bird  of  more  ignoble  plumage  may 
IbUow  in  the  wake  of  reputation. 
That  study  may  be  beneficial  to  ourselves,  we  must  not 
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only  have  books,  but  the  necessary  place  in  whiidi  to  stedy. 
The  office  most  not  be  a  repnlsive  place,  but  t>ne  in  whieh 
we  will  delight  to  dwell,  one  that  will  be  pleasant  and  inviting. 
The  very  rooms  we  occnpy  exercise  an  inflaenee  on  oar 
thoughts  and  actions ;  and  without  some  taste  and  oonven* 
ience  about  our  study  rooms,  we  are  apt  to  leave  them  for 
some  more  inviting  scene.  Our  rooms  for  study  ought  to 
be  consecrated  spots,  consecrated  to  ourselves,  and  to  our 
worthiest  and  noblest  thoughts,  for  if  we  study  to  purpose^ 
it  must  be  done  in  retirement.  Again,  to  improve  ourselfei 
and  each  other,  we  must  manipulate  and  experiment. 

We  are  too  apt  to  conclude,  that  because  we  do  not  enjoy 
the  advantages  of  the  larger  towns  and  cities,  that  we  haft 
no  opportunities  for  original  research.  True,  we  are  deprived 
of  the  scientific  collections,  which  are  to  be  found  in  suck 
places,  in  the  cabinets  of  medical  schools,  etc  Bat  c»n  we 
not  collect  specimens  of  our  own  }  Can  we  not  become  good 
comparative  anatomists  and  physiologists  at  a  trifling  ezpensel 
May  we  not  become  expert  chemists,  with  a  small  outlay  for 
apparatus  and  re-agents  ?  Would  it  be  time  mis-spent,  when 
Spring  puts  forth  her  loveliness,  and  decks  the  fields  with 
flowers,  to  go  forth  and  make  botanical  collections,  and 
preserve  them  for  future  use  and  study  ?  Would  not  this 
Society  accomplish  something  for  science,  by  collecting  aa 
herbarium  of  the  medicinal  plants  in  our  neighborhood  f 
Such  studies  might  not  be  of  much  utility  at  the  bed-side  of 
the  sick,  in  their  practical  application,  but  they  would  improve 
our  intellects  and  habits  of  observation,  and  endow  us  with 
descriptive  powers,  of  which  we  do  not  now  dream.  The 
botany  of  Indiana  is  a  rich  field.  No  distinct  treatise  of 
her  Flora,  has  yet  been  written ;  who  of  us  will  give  himself 
to  the  task  ?  He  that  does  it  will  elevate  his  own  mind,  win 
golden  opinions  for  himself,  find  a  delightful  and  bewitching 
employment,  and  improve  his  own  heart  and  feelings. 

I  might  also  speak  of  the  improvement  to  be  obtained  by 
the  microscope  and  its  revelations,  of  its  utility  to  the 
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physioiaDy  as  a  valuable  means  of  diagnosis,  and  as  a  valuable 
a4)a^<^t  to  the  study  of  physiology,  pathology,  and  the 
natural  sciences.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  there  is  sufficient  in 
every  department  of  science,  for  him  who  will  devote  his  time 
and  energies  to  its  cultivation,  and  there  are  laurels,  green 
laurels,  high  up  in  the  temple  of  fame,  ready  for  the  brow  of 
him  who  may  prove  himself  worthy.  Let  us  not  then  con- 
dude,  that  because  fortune  or  misfortune  has  oast  our  lot  in 
some  obscure  village,  or  at  some  cross-roads,  that  the  city 
physician  is  our  superior ;  he  is  not,  nor  can  he  be,  if  we  will 
only  walk  worthy  of  our  high  vocation. 

We  have  met  to«day  for  mutual  improvement,  for  friendly 
and  social  converse  on  medical  topics.  No  sensual  or  selfish 
objects  have  brought  us  together.  I  trust  l^e  all  feel  a  lively 
interest  in  the  prosperity  of  this  sodety.  It  has  already 
•eeompli^hed  much.  Several  papers  of  interest  from  its 
members,  have  found  a  permanent  record,  in  the-  medical 
journals  of  the  day,  and  if  such  are  its  fruits  in  its  embryo 
state,  if  properly  nurtured,  what  may  it  not  do  for  science  ? 
Let  us  provoke  one  another  to  self-culture.  Medical  men, 
of  all  others  who  occupy  important  .relationships  to  com- 
monity,  need  stimulation.  The  lawyer  generally  has  an 
antagonist  at  the  bar,  to  stimulate  him  to  mental  effort.  The 
minister  in  the  pulpit,  the  exciting  idea  of  a  public  audience 
to  address,  who  are  not  slow  to  criticise  his  performance. 
But  who  is  to  applaud  the  physician?  Can  the  mass  judge 
of  his  skill  and  learning  7  They  are  generally  better  critics 
than  judges,  although  skill,  when  thoroughly  tested,  will 
generally  meet  with  just  reward.  Yet  we  have  to  undergo 
the  sorutiny  of  very  poor  judges  of  our  skill  and  knowledge, 
even  by  those  who  lay  claim  to  intelligence.  I  was  onoe 
•ommoned  to  appear  as  a  witness  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff 
against  a  doctor,  for  mal-surgery,  in  a  case  of  dislocation  of 
the  elbow-joint  Whether  the  Doctor  was  reprehensible  or 
not,  I  cannot  say,  for  I  never  learned  all  the  facts  in  the  case. 
VOL.  zvin. — 42. 
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I  made  my  appearance  at  onr  county  seat  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  evidence,  and  I  found  a  lawyer  of  Morgan  county,  and 
another  of  Hendricks  county,  in  a  Doctor's  office,  examining 
the  bones  of  the  arm.  They  very  pompously  arrived  at  the 
conclusion,  tliat  any  boy  could  easily  tell  all  about  dislocation 
of  the  elbow,  and  of  course,  they  were  sure  of  gaining  their 
case.  They  were  as  ignorant  of  dislocations  of  the  elbov 
joints,  as  I  am  of  Blackstone,  but  it  is  in  this  manner,  thit 
we  are  frequently  and  wrongfully  judged  of  our  skill  A 
little  learning  is  a  dangerous  thing.  Would  that  men  of 
intelligence,  in  other  departments  of  life,  could  remember 
this  expression  of  the  poet,  that  a  little  learning  is  a  dange^ 
ous  thing.  But  amidst  all  the  conflicting  circumstances  thit 
surround  us,  let  us  take  courage,  let  us  love  science  for  its 
own  sake.  Let  us  cultivate  it,  for  the  love  of  it.  In  yean 
gone  by,  when  the  country  was  new  and  sparsely  settled,  we 
had  but  little  time  to  devote  to  this  object.  We  had  to  ride 
from  one  to  twenty  miles  to  see  our  patients,  over  roadi 
marked  by  a  blaze  on  the  trees,  or  if  we  stepped  aside  from 
the  narrow  path,  find  it  again,  by  the  moss  on  the  North  side 
of  the  timber.  We  had  hard  labor  and  poor  pay  ;  frequently 
compelled  to  sleep  on  a  puncheon  floor,  and  enjoy  the  settlers 
hospitality  of  hog,  hominy  and  beans,  on  a  table  of  d^ 
boards,  pinned  together  by  wooden  pins.  Our  labor  now  is 
comparatively  easy,  to  what  it  was  fifteen  or  twenty  years 
ago,  and  much  better  paid.  More  skill  and  learning  is  now 
required  of  us.  We  owe  it  to  society,  to  ourselves,  and  to 
those  that  may  come  after  us,  that  we  become  diligent  students. 
Our  predecessors  cultivated  science  for  us,  and  we  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  their  labors.  Let  us  strive  to  pay  that  debt,  whieh 
can  be  discharged  only  by  imitating  their  example.  Let  QS 
stimulate  one  another  to  action  by  our  labors,  and  may  ear 
motto  ever  be  that  of  the  ancient  patriarch — ^that  we  be 
brethren ! 
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On  the  Extraction  of  the  Secundines  after  Abortion,  hy  Dr. 
Carey'e  Decidual  Separator.  By  O.  C.  Gibbs,  M.  D., 
Frewsburg,  Ghautauque  Co.,  New  York. 

In  the  January  number  of  the  American  Medical  Monthty, 
Dr.  H.  G.  Carey,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  published  an  article  on  a 
new  method  of  treating  abortion,  in  which  he  figured  and 
described  an  instrument,  designed  by  himself,  for  the  complete 
fleparation  of  the  deciduous  membrane,  and  the  consequent 
arrest  of  hemorrhage,  in  cases  where  "  the  vitality  of  the 
OTHm  is  lost,  and  other  means  have  failed  to  secure  its  expul- 
rion :  where  sudden  hemorrhage  from  partial  separation  of 
the  deciduous  membrane  jeopardizes  the  life  of  the  mother : 

'  where  protracted  or  repeated  losses  of  blood  from  the  uterus, 
during  the  early  months  of  utero-gestation,  endangers  the 
life  of  the  female,  by  laying  the  foundation  for  constitutional 
diseases/'  On  reading  that  article,  the  thought  occurred  to 
us  that  the  instrument  was  better  designed  for  the  separation 
and  extraction  of  the  secundines  after  abortion,  than  the 
**  eroichet "  of  Dr.  Dewecs,  or  the  '^^  placental  forceps  "  of  Dr. 
Henry  Bond.  The  strictures  upon  that  instrument,  by  Drs. 
DtTis,  Reeve,  Koogler,  and  Haines,  as  reported  in  the  April 
number  of  the  Western  Lancet,  made,  we  will  believe,  from 
honest  motives  and  in  good  faith,  induce  us  to  report  the 
ftDowing  case. 

June  18th,  1857,  we  were  called  to  see  Mrs.  M.,  aged  40 
jears.    We  found  her  setting  up  and  she  said  she  was  feeling 

•  Tery  well.  A  few  hours  before,  she  had  miscarried,  at  three 
mad  a  half  months,  with  but  trifling  pain  and  no  hemorrhage. 
She  had  previously  borne  several  children,  the  youngest  of 
iriiioh  was  now  ten  years  of  age.  The  placenta  had  not 
eome  away,  and  it  was  on  that  account  that  she  sought 
medical  aid.  On  examining  the  case  per  vaginam,  we  traced 
the  slender  cord  within  the  uterus.  Mrs.  M.  was  a  very 
fleshy  woman,  of  firm  muscle,  and  the  soft  parts,  not  having 
been  distended  by  the  passage  of  a  full  grown  child,  resisted 
the  introduction  of  the  hand  into  the  vagina.    Pressing  the 
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hand  firmly  up,  we  could  just  introdaoe  the  end  of  the  fingtf 

,  irithin  the  ob  uteri,  but  not  Bofficiemi  to  reach  the  placental 

or  with  the  finger  to  depress  the  ntema.    In  our  efforts  at 

extraction,  the  slender  placental  cord  was  broken,  after  which 

the  womb  seemed  to  float  before  the  finger,  and  all  forther 

efforts  at  extraction,  with  unaided  fingers^  were  utterly  uaelesB. 

There  was  no  hemorrhage,  and  consequently,  no  neceHity 

for  immediate  action,  but  because*  of  the  extreme  anxiety  on 

the  part  of  our  patient  to  hare  the  placenta  immediatelj 

.  removed,  and  because  our  business  would  call  ua  daily,  for  a 

'  few  days,  some  ten  or  twelve  miles  away,  were  the  abote 

.  mentioned  efforts  made  at  extraotbn. 

We  now  gave  ergot  in  full  and  repeated  doaes,  utteriy 
without  effect.  From  previous  trials,  we  had  reason  to 
suppose  the  ergot  used  was  nearly  or  quite  inert^  but  as  it 
was  as  good  as  could  be  conveniently  obtained,  fiirther 
administration  of  that  article  was  unjustifiable. 

Though  foreign  firom  our  purpose,  we  wish  to  say  a  word 
here  in  regard  to  ergot.  Dr.  Carey  expresses  his  want  of 
confidence  in  the  article  as  a  stimulant  to  uterine  contractions  , 
and  many  others  have  expressed  a  similar  lack  of  confidence 
in  its  powers.  We  have  never  succeeded  in  buying  an  artide 
of  ergot  but  what  proved  utterly  worthless  in  our  hands,  and 
we  have  never  had  an  article,  which  we  gathered  oursel?es 
fresh  firom  the  field,  fail,  when  properly  administered,  in 
increasing  the  force  of  uterine  contractions,  in  cases  of  labor 
at  the  full  term  of  uterine  gestation.  We  would,  however, 
say  that  our  experience  justifies  the  conclosion  that  there  is 
a  difference  between  increanng  the  force  of  uterine  contrac- 
tions, when  such  contractions  already  exist,  at  the  normsl 
terminns  of  the  gestation  period,  and  in  originating  contrac- 
tions, when  nature  is  not  making  normal  efforts  in  the  same 
direction. 

Beturning  from  this  digression,  we  would  say  that  we  left 
our  case  as  we  found  it,  instructing  the  friends  to  lose  no 
time  in  sending  for  us  should  hemorrhage  occur.    We  had  no 
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idea  of  abandoning  the  case  wholly  to  nature.  Dr.  Huston, 
of  Philadelphia^  says,  ''  time,  rest,  and  opium,  are  the  grand 
remedies  in  abortion,  for  which  there  are  no  substitutes." 
We  were  disposed  to  give  the  patient  the  benefit  of  all  these, 
while  we  took  a  little  ^^  time"  ourselves,  to  prepare  for  an 
emergency,  which  we  had  every  reason  to  suppose  would  soon 
come.  We  instructed  our  friend  Fox,  an  ingenious  gun-smith, 
to  make  an  instrument,  immediately,  after  Dr.  Carey*s  model, 
which  instrument  was  held  in  reserve  for  future  use,  when 
the  urgency  of  the  symptoms  should  demand  active  inter- 
ference. The  case  was  visited  daily  for  the  next  two  days ; 
but,  as  no  feverishness,  uterine  pains,  or  hemorrhage  occurred, 
all  efforts  at  extracting  the  secundines  were  still  deferred. 
During  the  night  of  the  third  day,  we  were  summoned,  in 
great  haste,  to  the  bed-side  of  our  patient,  who  was  reported 
m  flowing  profusely.  Residing  two  miles  away,  of  course 
•ome  little  time  elapsed  from  the  commencement  of  flowing 
to  the  time  of  our  arrival.  We  went  to  the  case  with  con- 
siderable misgiving ;  patient  and  persevering  efforts  for 
extracting  the  secundines  had  been  fruitlessly  made  with 
mnaided  hands ;  no  better  results  could  be  expected  from  a 
](epetition  of  the  effort,  and  we  had  yet  to  learn  what  confl- 
uence could  be  placed  m  the  instrument  which  we  were  now 
prepared  to  bring  to  our  aid.  It  was  true  we  could  resort  to 
the  tampon ;  but  this  would  only  protract  the  case ;  it  would 
not  remove  the  placenta,  nor  insure  against  a  recurrence  of 
the  hemorrhage  on  its  removal.  We  found  our  patient  almost 
senseless  and  pulseless  from  loss  of  blood,  and  friends  were 
ireeping  in  an  agony  of  grief  at  the  prospects  of  her  imme- 
£ate  dissolution.  A  dose  of  camphor  and  brandy  were 
administered  immediately,  and  we  sat  down  to  our  patient 
without  delay.  The  vagina  was  emptied  of  clots,  and  the 
hand  was  pressed  flrmly  up,  until  the  end  of  the  finger 
reached  the  os  uteri.  Carey's  instrument  was  now  passed  up, 
guided  by  the  finger,  until  the  claw  entered  the  os ;  it  was 
BOW  turned  to  the  one  side,  with  the  intention  of  bringing 
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its  oonyexity  m  immediate  oontaot  with  tlMVtoriiie  walli,  w&k 
then  gently  earned  up  to  ^the  fimdai.  From  this  poaitioiiy 
the  instrument  was  made  to  sweep  the  entire  cavity  f^  the 
uterosi  earefuUy  keeping  the  polished  snrfiice  of  the  oonTex- 
ity  of  the  claw  facing  towards  its  walls.  The  instnunenl 
was  now  turned  on  its  long  axis  and  earefnlly  brought  down; 
the  placenta  was  immediately  felt  in  contact  with  the  end 
of  the  finger,  which  was  still  kept  in  the  os ;  with  the  finger 
acting  as  one  blade  of  a  pair  of  forceps,  and  the  daw  of  the 
instrument  as  the  other,  the  placenta  was  grasped  and  at 
once  removed.  The  hemorrhage  immediately  ceased,  and  the 
patient  made  a  good  recovery.  Though  the  time  was  not 
accurately  noted,  it  is  presumed  the  placenta  was  removed  in 
less  than  two  minutes  from  the  time  of  sitting  down  to  the 
patient. 

Before  concluding  this  paper,  we  propoee  to  notice  a  few 
of  the  objections  made  to  the  instrument,  as  reported  in  the 
Laned  for  April  last  Drs.  Davis  and  Beeve  say  that  death 
from  hem<Nrrhage,  during  or  after  abortion,  '^is  very  rare 
indeed/'  and  consequently  argue  that  instrumental  inter- 
ference  is  unnecessary  and  unjustifiable.  Bearing  upon  this 
point,  we  quote  the  opinion  of  Thomas  F.  Cock,of  New  York. 
He  says,  ^^  such  hemorrhages  are  of  importance,  because,  in 
many  e<ue$j  they  have  proved  fatal;  and  their  treatment 
demands  some  peculiarities  beyond  that  usually  pursued  in 
flooding."  (See  New  York  Journal  of  Medicine^  Jnlj^  1857.) 

Dr.  Reeve  expresses  his  doubts  about  the  necessary 
removal  of  the  secundines,  to  stop  hemorrhage,  after  the 
ovum  itself  is  thrown  oflF.  Dr.  A.  K.  (Gardner,  of  New  York, 
says,  in  regard  to  hemorrhage  after  abortion,  *'  the  hemor- 
rhage to  be  particularly  dreaded,  ari$e$  from  the  retained 
placenta."  In  regard  to  removing  the  placenta,  with  the 
finger,  if  we  can,  or  with  instruments  if  we  must,  he  says, 
^^  this  operation  I  conceive  to  be  the  true  method  of  treating 
these  cases,  particularly  those  in  which  a  few  nwre  ounea 
of  Uood  (are  to  be  feared  ae  liable  to  befataV*   (See  Amerioai^ 


OlBBS — on  JBxh'aetUm  of  Seeundinei  afUr  Abortion.  649 

Medical  Monthly,  Vol.  iii.  pp.  487  and  441.)  We  grant  it 
18  not  absolutely  necessary  to  remoTe  the  secundines,  but  we 
maintain  that  a  woman  is  liable  to  hemorrhage  and  her  life 
in  danger  so  long  as  it  remains.  It  is  certainly  unsafe  to 
relj  upon  the  efforts  of  nature  to  deliver  the  placenta,  and 
extremely  hazardous  to  permit  it  to  remain  and  putrefy  or 
become  absorbed. 

Dr.  Reeve  says  '^  the  tampon  is  %afe  and  reliable'^  We  are 
disposed  to  question  the  correctness  of  both  points  in  this 
statement.  First,  it  is  not  reliable^  because  it  does  not  remove 
the  cause  of  the  hemorrhage,  which  is  liable  to  recur  at  each 
removal  of  the  tampon ;  neither  does  it  perfectly  and  promptly 
ttrrest  hemorrhage,  for,  however  thoroughly  the  vagina  may 
be  plugged,  it  is  still  capable  of  containing  more  or  less 
blood,  and  often  hemorrhage  will  continue  until  the  uterus  is 
distended  to  the  size  which  it  had  attained  previous  to  the 
ooenrrence  of  abortion.  Second,  it  is  not  always  ta/e,  for,  if 
the  patient  has  flooded  until  there  is  imminent  danger  of 
immediate  death,  the  cavity  of  the  womb  will  not  unfrequently 
continue  to  receive  blood,  after  the  introduction  of  the  tam- 
pon, quite  sufficient  to  greatly  enhance  the  danger,  if  not  to 
prove  actually  fatal. 

*•  The  tampon  is  at  best  of  but  doubtful  utility  if  the  hemor- 
rhage has  been  profuse,  and  rarely  if  ever  to  be  used  after 
ihe  child  or  ovum  has  been  expelled."  (Gardner.)  It  is  need- 
less to  say  that  there  is  always  an  uncertainty  attending  the 
final  removal  of  the  tampon,  and  danger  attending  its  too 
long  use.  There  is  always  a  liability  of  uterine  inflammation, 
firom  the  presence  of  the  placenta  and  clot  in  the  uterus,  and 
of  phlebitis  from  the  absorption  of  pus  during  the  process  of 
their  putrefaction.  '^  It  is  on  this  account,  that  writers  and 
practical  men,  of  late  years,  have  urged  the  removal  of  the 
l^acenta.  In  abortions  and  miscarriages,  at  an  early  period, 
generally  there  is  little  fear  of  a  want  of  uterine  contraction 
fidlowing.  It  i$  not  ihe  danger  arising  from  this  plan,  hut  the 
dificidtjf  of  effecting  U^  thai  has  prevented  its  general  adop- 
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tian"    ((Hrdneir/  in  American  Medieci  Mcnikfy.  YoL  31 
p.  440.) 

Dr.  Reeve  says  that,  ^^  when  the  os  is  dilated  sofficienl  Id 
admit  the  claw  of  Dr.  Carey's  instmmenti  it  will  also  admit 
the  finger,  and  often  the  omm  or  placenta  can  be  remofed 
by  it." 

We  are  confident  that  if  Dr.  Reeve  had  seen  the  ease  whidb 
we  have  reported  above,  he  would  have  found  Uiat  the  intro- 
duction of  the  finger  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  was  s  thing 
to  be  talked  about  but  not  performed.  We  are  always  glad 
to  cite  corroborating  opinions,  and  as  Dr.  €hurdner  has  some 
remarks  bearing  directly  upon  this  point  we  beg  leave  to 
quote  them.  ^  How  shall  the  small  hud  firagile  placenta  be 
seized  hold  of  and  withdrawn  T  Some  have  recommended  the 
introduction  of  one  finger  into  the  uterus,  and  bringing  down 
one  edge  of  the  placenta  and  twisting  it  round  and  round, 
not  only  thus  to  detach  the  entire  mass,  but  also  to  so  shape 
it,  that  it  may  the  more  easily  pass  through  the  os.  Whero 
this  can  be  done  by  all  means  do  it!  But  it  should  be  remem- 
bered that  in  the  great  mass  of  cases,  it  is  impossible  to  reocA 
the  08  80  as  to  pass  one  finger  into  its  cavity ^  far  less  to  effect 
any  good  result,  if  it  arrive  there,  to  say  nothing  of  the  utter 
impossibility  of  aiding  the  finger  with  the  thumb  of  the  same 
hand."     (American  Medical  Monthly,   Vol.  iii.  p.  441.) 

Dr.  Gardner  uses  a  pair  of  small  forceps  with  which  to 
remove  the  secundines  in  cases  as  above,  but  we  are  of 
opinion  the  instrument  of  Dr.  Carey  will  be  found  more  safe 
and  equally  efScacious. 

Dr.  Reeve  says,  ^^  when  sudden  hemorrhage  jeopardises 
the  life  of  the  female,  this  would  require  sudden  action^ 
there  would  be  no  time  to  use  the  instrument — should  resort 
at  once  to  the  tampon,  about  which  there  is  no  doubt  of  it 
being  equal  to  the  emergency."  That  the  tampon,  in  same 
easeSj  is  a  valuable  means  of  arresting  hemorrhage,  we  hare 
no  disposition  to  deny,  but  of  its  questionable  propriety  and 
unreliableness,  in  other  cases,  we  have  already  spoken; 
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■affice  it  to  say  here  that,  in  the  ease  given,  the  instrnment 
was  nsedy  the  placenta  removed,  and  the  hemorrhage  stop- 
ped, as  soon  as  even  an  expert  could  have  rendered  a 
tampon  reliable. 

Dr.  Reeve  is  ^'  opposed  to  poking  in  the  dark  with  such 
an  instrument,  into  a  sensitive  and  important  organ."  The 
same  objection  would  obtain  against  the  use  of  the  obstetric 
forceps. 

Dr.  Haines  says  he  is  ^^  more  willing  to  trust  to  nature." 
.Would  he  trust  all  cases  of  abortion  and  uterine  hemorrhage 
to  nature  ?  Or  is  he  simply  afraid  of  instruments  ?  and,  if 
•o,  would  he  never  use  instruments  in  any  case  to  aid  in  the 
delivery  of  child,  ovum,  or  placenta  ?  To  trust  all  such  cases 
to  nature,  would  be  as  palpable  a  wrong  as  to  trust  to  nature 
fell  diseases  and  all  accidents. 


BEVIEWS  AND   NOTICES. 


iUhnena  de  Paihclogie  Ckirur^ale  ;  par  A.  Nelaton,  Profenteur 

'  4$  Cliniqu4    CMrurffieale  a  la  FaeuUi  de  Msdedne  de  Paris  ; 

Membre  de  rAcadknie  Lnperiale  de  Medecine,  etc.     Tome  qua- 

irieme.    PuUU   sous  ea  iHreciion  par  M.  la  DocUur  Jamain. 

Parte.    M.  BaiUiere.    1857.    pp.536. 

(EUmerUe  of  Surgical  Pathology;  by  A.  Nelaion,  etc.,  etc.  Vol.  IV.) 

The  first  volume  of  Nelaton's  Elements  of  Surgical  Pathology 
appeared  in  1844.  The  third  was  published  in  1854,  and  the  fourth, 
bearing  the  date  of  1857,  has  been  prepared  for  the  press  by  M. 
Jamain,  who,  to  use  the  language  of  the  author,  has  been  '<  identi- 
fi4  avec  tous  mes  travaux." 

The  volume  under  consideration  treats  of  some  of  the  most  impor- 
tant diseases  which  come  under  the  care  of  the  surgeon,  viz  :  the 
aftctions  of  the  chest  and  abdomen,  including  the  diseases  of  the 
keast,  wounds  of  the  abdomen,  hernia,  intestinal  occlusions,  ab- 
dominal abscesses,  etc    One  hundred  and  four  pages  are  devoted  to 
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the  consideration  of  the  diseases  of  ihe  bieasi.  llioae  onlj  are  dii - 
cussed  which  ofier  certain  pecaliarities  dependent  upon  the  Cict  of 
their  development  in  the  breast,  and  which,  like  erysipelas,  funmdt* 
anthrax,  and  the  pustole  maligne,  are  not  common  to  all  parts  of  thi 
body.  Our  limits  will  allow  of  but  a  brief  notice  of  the  variooi 
topics  treated,  and  first,  we  will  examine  his  views  on  the  pathology 
and  treatment  of  mammary  abscess. 

When  the  mammary  gland  is  involved,  the  matter  is  enclosed  in 
the  fatty  cavities  which  are  found  in  the  thickness  of  its  fibrous  cap- 
sules. M.  Girald^s,  who  has  carefully  examined  the  anatomy  of  tliu 
region,  describes  certain  cul-densacs  and  irregular  cavities  which  tiir 
verse  the  entire  gland.  When  these  become  the  seat  of  inflammi- 
tion,  matter  tends  anteriorly,  giving  rise  to  one  or  more  tumoa» 
circumscribed  by  bridles  of  fibrous  tissue,  which  unite  the  gland  to 
the  skin.  These  cavities  do  not  communicate,  so  that  the  natural  or 
artificial  opening  of  one  does  not,  in  the  minority  of  cases,  evacuate 
the  contents  of  those  in  the  vicinity. 

Yelpeau,  in  his  elaborate  treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Breast,  ai 
many  of  our  readers  are  aware,  describes  the  shirt -button  abtcen 
(abcis  en  bouton  de  chemise).  In  this  variety  a  cavity  of  greatsr 
or  less  extent  exists  between  the  integuments  and  the  gland,  and 
another,  still  larger,  separates  the  gland  from  the  chest.  These  cari* 
ties  communicate  by  a  very  narrow  opening,  and  the  whole  beirtt 
perfect  reeemblance  to  a  shirt-button  (stud). 

Are  mammary  abscesses  more  or  less  common  in  women  who  do 
nrt  nurse  their  children  ?  According  to  Velpean,  many  physiolo- 
gists, physicians  and  accoucheurs  have  been  led  astray  by  J.  J.  Boos- 
seau,  and  according  to  the  same  high  authority  (Velpeau),  fscti 
prove  most  incontestibly  that  women  who  nurse  are  most  freqaentlj 
afiected  with  mammary  abscess.  For  many  years  Nelaton  hif 
taught  that  the  most  common  causes  of  these  abscesses  are  chaps  oa 
the  nipple.  From  this  starting  point  the  irritation  is  propsgtted 
along  the  very  numerous  lymphatics  which  abound  in  the  mammiij 
gland,  to  its  base.  In  confirmation  of  this  view,  he  states  thtt  i 
direct  relation  may  often  be  found  to  exist  between  the  situation  of 
the  fissure  of  the  nipple  and  the  mammary  inflammation.  If  setifld 
on  its  superior  surface,  then  we  find  the  same  portion  of  the  glsiid 
invaded,  and  the  same  holds  true  in  reference  to  the  lateral  and  infe- 
rior r^ons.    Is  it  proper  to  open  a  mammary  abeoess,  and  if  »* 
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at  wliAt  period  of  the  disease  ?  If  opened  early  and  freely,  an  obsti- 
nate fistula  may  remain,  and  as  the  matter  is  contained  in  different 
ponohes,  it  can  not  all  be  evacuated.  If  the  operation  be  delayed, 
and  a  simple  puncture  is  made,  we  then  have  but  one  large  cavity, 
and  the  puncture  be  sufficient  to  afford  an  exit  to  the  matter,  and  to 
permit  an  agglutination  of  the  walls  of  the  cavity.  In  multiple 
abscesses,  several  punctures,  and  made  in  succession  or  after  an  in- 
terval of  some  days,  may  answer  the  purpose. 

There  is  one  point  worthy  of  especial  attention.  If  an  abscess, 
when  first  opened,  discharges  healthy  pus,  and  some  days  afterwards 
bloody  pus  is  seen  to  escape,  the  surgeon  may  rest  assured  that  ano- 
ther abscsss,  more  profound,  has  formed  in  the  vicinity  of  the  first. 
The  knowledge  of  this  fact  will  afford  great  assistance  in  our  diag- 
noaiBy  where  exploration  is  difficult  or  impossible,  on  account  of  the 
deep  situation  of  the  matter.  Nelaton  regards  it  as  an  infallible 
sign,  and  thus  explains  it :  The  partition  between  the  two  abscesses 
becomes  highly  congested,  and  from  this  congested  surface  bloody 
exudation  takes  place. 

Under  the  head  of  benign  or  non-malignant  tumors  of  the  breast* 
we  find  some  interesting  remarks  upon  that  affection  designated  by 
Yelpeau  as  the  adenoid  tumor,  long  confounded  with  scirrhus,  but 
difiering  most  essentially  in  its  physical,  anatomical  and  morbid  ele- 
ments. Yelpeau  himself  at  first  described  it  under  the  name  of  fibrous 
tomor,  and  Sir  Astley  Cooper  and  Bir  John  G.  Warren  called  it  the 
ehronic  mammary  tumor.  In  1844,  Cruveilhier  read  a  Memoir 
before  the  Axsademy  of  Medicine,  in  which  be  described  it  as  a  fibrous 
tumor.  It  was  in  1851  that  Yelpeau,  after  a  very  careful  examina- 
tion of  the  disease,  gave  it  the  name  which  he  still  retains*  viz  :  the 
adenoid  tumor.  Lebert,  after  submitting  it  to  the  microscope,  called 
Ufartial  hypertrophy,  as  he  believed  that  he  found  in  these  tumors 
the  elements  of  the  mammary  gland,  and  Nelaton  adopts  the  same 
nomenclature. 

Hm  diagnosis  of  these  tumors,  especially  at  an  early  period,  is 
diflbmlt,  in  some  cases,  indeed,  it  is  impossible  to  distinguish  them 
from  soirrhus.  As  a  general  rule,  we  may  say  that  they  are  char- 
acterized by  their  mobility ;  the  absence  of  adhesion  to  the  integu- 
ments,— the  opposite  being  found  in  scirrhus.  This  slow  growth 
oflbrs  a  striking  contrast  with  that  of  encephaloid.  Again,  the  axil- 
lary g^ds  are  not  enlaiged,  nor  are  those  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
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Breast,  and  the  general  health  lemaina  nnimpaiiied,  eiven  whM  Urn 
tomors  have  attained  a  yerj  large  size.  Thejneed  not  he  coBfiMmd- 
ed  with  tabercnIoQS  aflbctions  of  the  hreaat,  for  in  theea  latter, 
rions  exist.  They  maj  he  mistaken  for  ejslio  tomora  of  the 
in  their  earlj  stage,  and  when  thej  aresnidI,biitwhenof  higoraii 
flnctnation  will  determine  the  character  of  the  ejstie  tumor. 

llhe  prognosis  is  favorahk.  Thej  do  not  retom  after  operatioa, 
which  is  jnstifiable  to  prevent  them  from  heooming  the  seat  of  ma%- 
nant  deposit.  If,  however,  thej  are  disposed  to  remain  stationaiy, 
non-interference  will  probal  \j  he  best.  When  a  patient  refuses  !• 
snbmit  to  other  than  palliative  measnrea,  a  supporting  bsndug^ 
leeches,  iodide  of  potassium,  eto.,  maj  he  tried. 

The  snfierings  of  females  laboring  under  neuralgia  of  the  brsMt 
are  sometimes  very  great  In  describing  this  aftetion,  NekUMS 
recognices :  1.  A  neuralgia  proper,  that  is,  without  apprsdaUe 
diange ;  2.  neuroma,  that  is,  neuralgia  with  induration ;  while  Yel- 
peau  describes  another  variety,  viz  :  pain  and  imaginary  tumor  of 
the  breast.  The  first  is  to  be  treated  like  other  forma  of  neuralgia^  by 
means  of  narcotics,  preparations  of  sine,  bismuth,  qmnine^  and  bath* 
ing,  either  with  gelatinous  or  alkaline  baths.  If  the  meniiee  an  irmgir 
lar,  we  may  resort  to  iron,  and  above  all,  the  breast  must  be  main* 
tained  in  a  proper  position.  If  the  pains  resist  theee  measorss,  ths 
endemic  application  of  morphine  may  succeed.  In  cases  of  nenromSt 
or  that  variety  described  by  Sir  Astley  Cooper  as  the  irritable  tumor, 
energetic  treatment  must  be  adopted.  If  the  patient  is  suflariag 
severely,  and  emollients  and  leeches,  flying  blisters,  and  narcotiflS 
have  failed,  we  may,  in  the  opinion  of  some,  be  justified  in  resorting 
to  a  surgictfl  operation.  True,  Sir  Astley  Gooper  declares  that  ao 
operation  is  really  required  for  this  disease,  but  in  several  instanooi, 
we  have  removed  them,  in  order  to  calm  the  apprehensions  of  thi 
patient,  who  is  constantly  distressed  by  the  thought  of  malignsat 
disease. 

Among  the  remedies  employed  in  the  treatment  of  this  afieetioii, 
Sir  Astley  Cooper  states  that  the  medicine  which  he  has  preseribed 
with  most  advantage  in  lessening  the  irritability  of  the  part,  is  si 
follows : 

9  £i:t.  Conii. 

Ext.  Papav.  a  a  gr.  ij. 
Ext.  Stramon. 
e  seminibus  gr.  ss.  IL  ft.  PBula. 
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.  This  may  be  given  twice  or  three  times  during  the  day.  The  sub- 
eotaneous  incisions  recommended  by  M.  Buss,  have  not  yet  been 
sufficiently  tested  to  pronoonce  upon  their  value.  In  two  cases  tried 
by  that  surgeon,  he  was  pleased  with  the  result.  The  consideration 
of  other  affections  of  the  breast  discussed  in  this  volume,  such  as 
galacotocele,  cystic  tumors,  and  cancer,  together  with  the  important 
subject  of  hernia,  must  be  deferred  until  our  next  number, 


On  Disease*  of  the  Skin.  By  Erasmus  Wilson,  F.  JR.  S.  Fourth 

American,  from  the   Fourth   and  Enlarged  London  Edition. 

"'    Bkmehard  d:  Lea,  FhUadelphia.    1857.  jpp.  649.    Price  •2.75. 

The  American  publishers  have  issued  this  new  and  greatly  im- 
.proved  edition  of  Wilson's  well-known  treatise  in  a  style  worthy  of 
4he  work.  The  plates  are  published  in  a  separate  form,  and  have 
been  rendered  more  complete  by  the  addition  of  those  formerly 
'appended  to  the  author's  treatise  on  Syphilis  and  Syphilitic  Erup- 
tfams.  Their  excellence  is  universally  acknowledged,  and  we  need 
Boi  add  that  their  study  is  indispensable,  in  order  to  thoroughly 
.imderstand  the  text.  Their  price  (94.25)  is  moderate,  when  we 
insider  the  labor  expended  upon  them,  and  they  must  meet  with 
jui  extensive  sale.  The  additions  and  improvement  made  in  tie 
text  may  be  learned  from  the  Prefaoe  of  the  author : 

"  In  preparing  a  Fourth  Edition  of  the  Disrasrs  of  the  Skik, 
'I  have  endeavored  to  make  the  work  as  complete  as  possible,  and 
.Ittve  contributed  largely  my  own  investigations  into  the  pathology, 
aad  my  personal  experience  in  the  treatment  of  these  diseases.     I 
'kave  arranged  a  new  system  of  classification,  founded  on  the  only 
]tnie  practical  basis,  the  cause  of  the  disease  ;  and  have  added  several  ' 
new  chapters,  namely,  the  chapter  on  Classification  ;  the  chapter  on 
lbs  General  Pathology  of  these  diseases ;  on  the  Furuncular  Erup- 
tions ;  and  on  the  diseases  of  the  Nails  and  Nail-follicles.    To  the 
chapter  on  diseases  arising  from  Special  External  Causes,  I  have 
*added  Malis,  Ambustio,  and  Gelatio  ;  to  the  chapter  on  diseases  ari- 
sing from  Special  Internal  Causes,  Scrofuloderma  and  Elephantia- 
sis ;  and  to  the  chapter  on  the  diseases  of  the  Sebiparous  Glands,  a 
short  article  on  tde  Malignant  Tubercle  of  the  Skin.  I  have,  moie- 
lOirSI',  given  the  Syphilodermata  or  Syphilitic  Emptions  a  more 
important  position,  and  endeavored  to  arrange  them  according  to 
,  their  forms  and  the  period  of  the  poison,  in  a  table  of  classification. 
Finally,  I  have  appended  to  the  volume  a  collection  of  selected 
fOBiccTUB,  for  the  most  pait  consisting  of  prescriptions  which  I  have 
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fonnd  of  value  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  sidn,  and  to  whidi 
frequent  reference  is  made  in  the  pages  of  the  book/' 

The  present  contains  one  hundred  and  sixtj-six  pages  more  than 
the  third  edition.  It  is  printed  on  good  type  and  on  clear  wUte 
paper,  and,  as  might  be  expected  from  the  abilities  of  the  author, 
and  his  long  devotion  to  the  study  of  the  subject,  it  presents  the 
most  complete  summary  of  our  knowledge  of  this  common  but  neg- 
lected class  of  diseases.     (For  sale  by  Rickey,  Mallory  Ss  Webb.) 


A  Manual  of  the  Detection  of  jPoUone  5y  Medico-  Chemical  Analy^ 
sis.  By  J)r,  Fr,  Jul.  Otto,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  Carolim 
CoUeye,  Brunswick.  Translated  from  the  German,  unih  Notes 
and  Additions,  by  Wm.  Eldenhorst,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ckem* 
istry  in  the  Eenssdaer  Polytechnic  Institute,  Troy,  N,  T.  H. 
BaUliere,  New  York.    1857.    pp.  178.     Price  •1.75. 

The  title  of  the  above  work  explains  its  object  It  profeaeee  to  be 
simply  a  giiide  to  aid  "  physicians,  district  attorneys,  lawyers,  and 
judges  "  in  chemico-l^al  examinations.  All  the  methods  described 
have  been  tried  by  the  author  in  his  laboratory,  and,  as  he  atates, 
are  deserving  of  confidenoe,  as  they  have  been  written  down  from  his 
own  personal  experience.  The  American  Editor  states  that  he  has 
had  several  occasions  to  subject  Prof.  Otto's  system  to  a  practical 
test,  and  he  acknowledges  its  superior  usefulness.  He  adds,  if  all 
the  precautions  which  are  mentioned  in  their  proper  place,  are  duly 
observed,  the  analyst  will  certainly  obtain  very  satisfactory  results. 
His  own  additions  may  be  found  appended  to  the  chapters — "  On 
the  Detection  of  Hydro-cyanic  Acid  ";  "  On  the  Detection  of  Poi- 
sonous Alkaloids  ";  to  which  he  has  added  the  reactions  of  several 
alkaloids  not  mentioned  in  the  German  original,  and  the  physiologi- 
cal tests  for  strychnine.  He  has  also  contributed  an  entirdy  new 
chapter  On  the  Detection  of  Oxalic  Acid.  (For  sale  by  Rickey, 
Mallory  <fe  Webb.) 


We  have  received  a  copy  of  a  pamphlet  entitled  "  Dr.  Horace  Qreen 
On  the  Introduction  of  the  Sponge- Armed  Probang  into  the  Larynx 
and  the  Trachea."  It  was  originally  addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the 
American  Medical  Monthly.  We  may  return  to  it  in  our  next 
number. 
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Tk$  Oreaiest  of  our  Social  EvUi :  ProstkuHon,  as  ii  navf  exists  in 
London,  Liverpool,  Jdanchester,  Glasgow,  Edingburgh  and  Dub* 
lin  :  An  Enquiry  into  the  Cause  and  Means  of  Reformation^ 
based  on  StaHsticcU  Documents.  By  a  Physician,  H.  BaiUiere. 
Nno  York.    1857.    pp.  344. 

The  above  wm  received  too  late  for  special  notice  in  the  present 
munber.  In  oar  next  we  will  try  to  find  space  for  an  examination 
of  the  remedy  proposed  by  the  anthor,  and  to  contrast  his  views 
with  those  long  since  offered  upon  the  same  subject  by  the  world- 
renowned  Parent-Dachatelet. 


»fii 


SSLECTED  ABTICLES. 


The  late  Dr.  Marshall  EaU. 

The  man  of  science  is  his  own  biographer;  for,  if  not 
wholly  selfish,  we  read  his  history  in  bis  works.  Yet  life  is 
a  process  of  development,  and  it  is  not  until  that  life  is  done, 
and  that  process  of  development  concluded,  or  at  least 
removed  beyond  our  range  of  vision,  that  we  can  fairly  esti- 
mate its  value,  or  appreciate  its  position.  At  no  one  period 
of  its  progress  can  we  justly  regard  it,  for  that  which 
occupies  the  present  time  is  always  projected  into  too  high 
relief  by  the  shadows  which  imperfect  memory  has  thrown 
ixfou  the  past,  and  we  can  not  foresee  the  finishing  touches 
yet  to  be  oestowed  by  the  master's  hand  when  guided  by  the 
maturer  mind.  But  when  the  laborer  has  passed  beyond  our 
feeble  censure,  and  yet  feebler  praise,  we  may  regard  his 
work,  and  more  duly  estimate  its  parts ; — ^the  whole  is  before 
VMj  it  is  ours,  and  we  can  gather  into  one  point  of  view  the 
results  of  his  life-long  toil. 

Of  no  man  is  it  more  true  than  of  Dr.  Marshall  Hall  that 
he  was  his  own  biographer ;  for  his  writings  are  both  nume- 
rous and  varied,  and  there  is  scarcely  any  branch  of  the 
whoU  science  of  Medicine  in  the  literature  of  which  we  may 
not  find  his  recorded  thoughts.  Still  further,  Dr.  HaU  was 
in  the  habit  of  frequently  revising  and  adding  to  his  earlier 
works,  so  that  he  carried  his  reader  forward  to  the  point  at 
whichy  by  his  enlarged  ezperienoe  and  oontinued  thought,  he 
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had  himself  arrived.  Some  of  his  researches  reTolntioiiised 
Physiology  and  practical  Medicine,  and  his  langaage  has 
become  the  current  phraseology  of  science.  So  familiar  are 
we  with  much  that  he  has  done,  that  it  may  seem  almost 
superfluous  to  recount  his  work ;  but  as  yet  we  can  scarcely 
regard  Marshall  Hall  as  one  of  the  past;  and  it  ia  some 
solace  to  our  grief  at  the  loss  of  so  great  a  man  to  dwell 
upon  his  memory,  to  feel  that  his  work  lives  after  him^  and 
almost  to  persuade  ourselves  that  he  is  still  among  ns. 

Dr.  Marshall  Hall  was  bom  towards  the  close  of  the  last 
century  at  Basford,  in  Nottinghamshire!  and  very  early  in 
life  imbibed  a  love  not  only  for  scientific  knowle<^e  but  for 
original  investigation  and  experiment.  His  father,  a  cotton 
spinner  by  business,  was  in  advance  of  his  time ;  and,  by  an 
ingenious  application  of  his  chemical  and  mechanical  knowl- 
edge, introduced  valuable  improvements  into  the  manofactnra 
of  cotton. 

At  the  Nottingham  Academy  Dr.  Hall  commenced 'his 
general  education,  and  subsequently  at  Newark  he  received 
his  first  instructions  in  medicine  and  chemistry.  At  the  age 
of  twenty  he  entered  upon  University  life  at  Edinburgh,  and 
graduated  three  years  later  in  1812.  Such  was  the  repnta* 
tion  he  had  earned  while  in  Edinburgh,  that  almobt  imme- 
diately after  taking  his  degree,  and  after  having  returned  to 
Nottingham  in  order  to  enter  upon  Medical  practice,  he  was 
nominated  for  the  oflSce  of  resident  House-Physician  to  the 
Royal  Infirmary  in  which  he  had  studied. 

For  two  years  Dr.  Hall  held  this  important  position,  and 
it  was  one  which  conferred  upon  him  peculiar  advantages — 
a  large  field  for  observation,  and  the  companionship  of  many 
distinguished  men,  earnest  and  enthusiastic  in  the  pnrsmt 
of  scientific  knowledge.  That  such  advantages  were  well 
employed,  Dr.  M.  Hall  gave  full  proof  during  the  period  of 
their  continuance ;  and  we,  in  later  vears,  can  recognize  their 
influence  in  the  results  obtained  by  the  persistent  energy 
and  originality  of  his  mind. 

Gratefully  as  Dr.  M.  Hall  felt  and  ever  looked  back  upon 
his  career  at  Edinburgh,  he  did  not  rest  satisfied  witji  the 
teaching   of  one   school ;    but    accomplished,   under   much 

freater  difiiculties  than  are  to  be  encountered  now,  visits  to 
aris,  Berlin,  Giessen,  Gottingen,  and  other  of  the  celebrated 
Continental  seats  of  learning. 
Returning  to  England  in  1816,.  Dr.  M.  Hall  commenced 
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practice  as  a  physician  in  Nottingham.  His  success  was 
rapid.  He  was  appointed  Physician  to  the  General  Hospital, 
and  for  ten  years  he  remained  in  his  native  County.  But 
during  this  time  he  was  actively  engaged  in  scientific  work, 
and  in  establishing  for  himself  a  reputation  of  wide  extent. 
Through  the  medium  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Society,  the 
results  of  his  researches  on  ^'  The  Effects  of  the  Loss  of 
Blood,"  were  generally  known,  quickly  appreciated,  and 
adopted ;  and  in  1826,  when  Dr.  Hall  entered  upon  practice 
in  the  Metropolis,  he  was  well  known  to  the  Profession  as  a 
careful  observer  and  independent  thinker. 

Dr.  Hall  was  universally  kind  to  all  who  were  interested  in 
the  studies  which  so  thoroughly  absorbed  his  own  attention. 
We  remember  well,  and  with  much  gratitude,  his  inviting  to 
his  house  two  or  three  students  from  each  of  the  principal 
schools  in  London,  and  devoting  the  whole  of  an  evening, 
week  after  week,  to  the  repetition  of  some  of  his  experiments, 
and  the  instruction  of  this  private  class.  He  woula,  at  once, 
perceive  the  difficulties  which  these  tyros  in  physiology  felt, 
and  by  clear  statement  and  illustration  solve  them.  He 
would  ask  questions  which  are  not  yet  answered,  but  would 
Baggest  means  by  which  the  answers  might  be  sought 
and  found.  He  would  stimulate  inquiry,  by  pointing  out 
lacunae  in  the  science ;  and  he  would  dwell  with  enthusiastic 
admiration  upon  the  beauty  of  a  natural  object,  or  with 
ealm  complacency  on  a  discovered  law.  At  all  times  he 
was  the  same  instructive  friend,  and  there  are  many  who 
owe  to  him  much  of  their  real  enjoyment  in  the  search  for 
physiological  truth. 

Dr.  HaU's  success  in  London  was  extraordinary  for  its 
rapidity  and  permanency ;  and,  although  unattached  to  any 
Hospital,  he  was  able,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two,  to  retire  from 
the  active  duties  of  his  profession. 

In  1853,  he  paid  a  lengthened  visit  to  America,  and 
received  from  the  Medical  profession  of  that  country  a  most 
distinguished  welcome.  His  attention  was  earnestly  directed 
to  the  condition  of  the  slave,  and  the  results  of  this  attention 
were  embodied  in  a  little  treatise,  entitled,  *'  The  Two-fold 
Slavery  of  the  United  States." 

The  winter  of  1854-5  Dr.  Hall  passed  in  Italy;  his 
health  had  seriously  failed,  and  the  changes  of  our  climate 
aggravated  sufferings  which  he  had  for  many  years  endured 
moat  patiently. 

VOL.  xvnL — 48. 
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Daring  these  later  years,  howeyer,  he  was  still  parsaing 
with  restless  energy  his  own  fayorite  studies,  and,  mitS 
within  the  last  few  weeks,  was  active  in  his  work.  His  stn- 
goine  temperament  and  still  progressive  mind  led  him,  even 
while  the  nands  of  disease  and  death  were  laid  upon  him,  to 
anticipate  and  plan  oat  yet  farther  toil,  and  to  treat  lightly 
the  warnings  that  were  given.  Bat  his  work  was  done ;  and 
he — ^who  had  anraveled  many  mysteries  ot  life,  and  who  had 
drawn  back  again  to  life  many  whom  disease  had  in  part 
covered  with  the  dark  mysteries  of  death — had  for  himseu  to 
pass  throagh  the  darkness ;  and  solve  the  last  great  problem 
of  humanity. 

If  we  endeavor  to  appreciate  Dr.  Hall's  position,  method, 
and  special  characteristics  as  a  scientific  man,  we  find  much 
to  instruct  and  interest. 

He  commenced  his  Professional  studies  at  a  time  when  the 
dogmatism  of  the  schools  was  being  shattered  by  new  and 
independent  inquiry ;  when  the  authority  of  great  names  was 
yielding  to  that  of  far  greater  truth ;  when  the  professional 
mind  was  awaking  to  the  great  fact  that  systems  and  theoms 
which  failed  in  practice  must  be  defective  in  con8tnicti<m; 
and  when  the  reverence,  loosened  from  antiquity,  was  as  yel 
without  satisfactory  objects  for  its  exercise.  The  inductivo 
method,  long  before  applied  to  physical  science,  was  only  jost 
extended  to  Physiology  and  Medicine ;  and,  as  a  necessary 
consequence,  the  work  accomplished  was,  in  the  first  place, 
destructive.  Vast  lacunae  presented  themselves  in  every 
branch  of  the  science  of  life,  and  many  hasty  generalisations, 
and  a  priori  doctrines  were  being  constructed  to  bridge  them 
over.  Facts  were  accumulated  rapidly,  new  fields  for  inves- 
tigation were  discovered,  and  new  means  of  research  were 
employed.  Anxious  to  supply  something  in  the  place  of 
what  was  taken  away  by  the  comminution  of  old  laws,  many 
caught  at  mere  floating  approximations  to  the  truth,  and 
shaping  them  to  make  them  elegant,  held  them  forth  as  safe- 
guards from  total  destruction  in  the  sea  of  scientific  doubt 
and  despair. 

The  ^^ numerical  method"  was  not  as  yet  employed  in 
medicine,  and  those  who  were  eager  for  truth,  were  yet  too 
impatient  to  wait  for  it,  and  consequently  rested  satisfied  with 
insufficient  data,  and  with  a  lower  degree  of  certitude  than 
that  which  is  now  held  satisfactory.  In  such  circumstances 
the  kind  of  mind  which  was  the  most  highly  priaed  was  that 
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which  could  present  results  quickly ;  and  by  striking  out  new 
points  for  obseryation,  could  supply  materials  with  which 
apmrent  accuracy  could  be  rapidly  secured. 

The  character  of  Dr.  Hall's  mind  was  such  as  not  merely 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  this  time,  but  to  mould  and 
direct  them.  He  was  able,  by  seising  upon  great  principles, 
not  only  to  supply  the  immediate  want,  but  to  lay  the  basis 
of  enduring  scientific  superstructure. 

The  method  of  Dr.  Hall  was  that  of  obseryation  and 
induction ;  and  to  his  rigid  application  of  this  method  the 
sciences  of  physiology  and  medicine  are  indebted  for  ^ome 
of  their  most  important  doctrines.  But  Dr.  Hall's  genius 
was  of  such  order  that  he  did  not  constantly  confine  himself 
within  the  limits  of  any  system.  His  perception  was  rapid, 
his  mind  original  and  fertile  in  devismg  explanations, 
and  occasionally  by  intense  contemplation  of  a  few  fstcts  or 
instances,  he  would  arrive  at  an  interpretation  of  phenomena, 
which  could  be  satisfactory  only  when  based  upon  a  more 
*    extended  observation. 

In  such  instances,  although  Dr.  Hall  frequently  perceived 
great  truths  which  had  hitherto  escaped  observation,  he 
oeoasionally  presented  them  as  more  general  in  their  appU- 
oalion  than  they  were  proved  to  be ;  and,  by  regarding 
Ottrtain  statements  which  he  could  make  as  laws,  he  was  led 
to  endeavor,  and  sometimes  not  successfully,  to  explain  away 
apparent  exceptions. 

This  tendency  of  mind  very  generally  accompanies  genius 
tuoh  as  that  of  Dr.  Hall.  A  mind  so  independent  and  pro- 
dttetive  as  his,  so  rapid  in  its  action,  and  so  restless  in  its 
oftward  progress,  was  compelled,  by  the  necessities  of  its 
cm  constitution,  to  leap  over,  pass  round,  or  in  some  man- 
nar  get  beyond  obstacles  which  would  not  only  retard,  but 
often  altogether  obstruct  the  advance  of  a  less  gifted  intel- 
laot.  Were  it  not  for  such  minds,  science  would  never  have 
made  the  progress  that  it  has  made ;  they  carr^  us  beyond, 
and  out  of  our  present  reach  of  thought,  and  their  very  errors 
become  the  means  of  discovering  new  relationships,  and  of 
adyancing  the  realization  of  the  truth. 

The  productiveness  of  Dr.  Hall's  mind,  and  the  wide  range 
of  his  observation  can  be  only  correctly  estimated  by  a  refer- 
enee  to  his  published  works ;  but  these  are  so  numerous  and 
so  Taried,  that  a  mere  enumeration  of  them  would  form  a 
Ingthened  catalogue.   A  bare  repetition  of  their  titles  would 
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be  of  little  serrice,  while  a  represeoitatioii  of  tlieir  eontenli 
would  be  impossible  within  our  present  limits.  It  is  pre- 
ferred therefore  to  classify  these  works,  and  select  the  mors 
important  for  consideration.  There  is  a  remarkaUe  Yigor 
and  terseness  in  the  style  of  them  all ;  and  it  is  an  eztrik 
ordinary  fact,  and  one  illustrating  Dr.  Hall's  power  of 
abstraction  and  concentration  of  mind,  that  the  majority  of 
his  later  productions  were  not  only  composed,  bat  written  ia 
his  carriage,  as  he  journeyed  from  the  house  of  one  patient 
to  another. 

Dr.  Hall's  career  as  an  outhor  may  be  dtyided  into  ftv 
periods.  In  the  first  "he  was  occupied  with  general  physical, 
chemical,  physiological,  and  meoical  work;  in  the  second 
with  nervephuiohgy ;  in  the  third,  with  the  pathology  of  the 
nerrous  system ;  and  in  the  fourth  with  its  tkerapeuiie^.  His 
attention  to  eitlier  one  of  these  subjects  at  no  time  exdudad 
the  others,  but  we  may  distinctly  recognise  the  predominaal 
direction  of  his  mind.   . 

In  the  first  period  Dr.  Hdl  produced  several  diemical  and 
jD^ysical  papers,  some  of  which  were  published  in  Niehobori% 
Joumalj  and  others  in  the  Journal  of  the  Rogd  ItuiihitimL 
Very  early  in  his  uniyersity  studentship  he  generaliied  upoa 
the  presence  of  oxyizen  in  compounds ;  subsequently  he 
devised  an  aerometer  tor  pneumatic  experiments ;  studied  the 
movements  of  the  barometer ;  devised  a  method  of  producing 
intense  cold  ;  a  mode  of  preserving  vegetable  remedies ;  and 
contributed  a  paper  upon  the  spontaneous  combustion  of 
cotton  imbued  with  linseed  oil. 

After  this  his  attention  was  directed  to  physiological  and 
medical  questions,  and  he  published  as  separate  works,  ^The 
Principles  of  Diagnosis ;  *'  The  Effects  of  Irritation  and 
Exhaustion  after  Parturition ; "  *^  Commentaries  on  the 
Diseaseas  of  Females ; "  an  ^^  Experimental  Essay  on  the 
Circulation  of  the  Blood ; ''  and  **  Observations  on  Blood- 
letting, founded  on  researches  on  the  Morbid  and  CuratiTe 
Efiects  of  Loss  of  Blood." 

The  last-mentioned  work,  published  in  1880,  but  the 
principal  results  of  which  had  been  communicated  to  the 
Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society  six  years  previously, 
was  one  of  the  most  important  contributions  whicn  Dr.  Hall 
made  to  practical  medicine.  At  the  present  day  we  cannot 
suflSdently  appreciate  its  value,  since  the  system  of  blood- 
letting  has  happily,  through  its  influence,  declined ;  but  at 
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the  time  when  Dr.  Hall  wrote  his  memoir,  the  practice 
was  to  carry  depletion  in  all  inflammatory  or  supposed 
inflammatory  cases  to  a  frightful  extent.  Dr.  Hall  showed 
not  only  the  uselessness,  but  the  injuriousness  of  such  a 
proceedmg,  and  pointed  out  a  ready  method,  by  which,  in 
obscure  cases,  the  process  of  bloodletting  might  be  converted 
into  a  means  of  diagnosis,  and  be  thus  rendered  safe  to  the 
patient. 

But  Dr.  Hall  was  not  content  with  demonstrating  a  barren 
fact ;  he  gave  at  the  same  time  the  rationale  of  his  discovery, 
and  showed  that  many  so-called  cases  of  inflammation  were 
nothing  more  than  examples  of  irritation. 

Closely  related  to  this  subject  was  Dr.  Hall's  contribution 
to  the  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society,  "  On  a  Hydrocepha- 
loid  Afiection  of  Children,  arising  from  Exhaustion."  It  is 
almost  impossible  to  exaggerate  the  importance  of  this  paper ; 
but  all  who  ]|iave  seen  much  of  the  diseases  of  children  must 
be  familiar  with  the  afiection  described  by  Dr.  Hall,  and 
many  can  recollect  the  time  when  the  treatment  of  such 
cases  ended  almost  universallv  in  death. 

In  addition  to  these  works,  he  wrote  also  upon  the  phy- 
aiology  of  speech,  and  on  the  rationale  of  vomiting ;  in  the 
latter  pointing  out  that  the  diaphragm  did  not  engage  actirely 
in  the  process,  but  that  it  became  fixed,  and  thus  furnished 
gapport  to  the  stomach.  He  proposed  a  new  arrangement 
of  cutaneous  diseases,  contributed  a  paper  on  Gangrene  of 
the  Face  in  Children,  and  described  an  operation  for  the  cure 
of  Nffivns,  and  another  for  Prolapsus  Uteri.  At  this  period 
Dr.  Hall  communicated  to  the  Royal  Society  of  London  two 
Tery  important  and  most  elegant  papers — the  one  '^  On  the 
Inverse  Ratio  between  Respiration  and  Irritability  in  the 
Animal  Kingdom,"  the  other  ^^  On  Hybernation."  The  first 
of  these  papers  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  examples  that  we 
knowy  of  widely  extended  observations  and  previously  dis- 

{*ointed  facts,  all  brought  together  and  rendered  harmonious 
)j  the  insight  and  genius  of  a  master  mind.    The  second  is 
an  application  of  the  first  to  one  group  of  phenomena. 

As  resulting  from  the  researches  of  this  period  in  his 
career,  Dr.  Hful  published  a  work  entitled  ^'  The  Principles 
of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine ;"  but  it  was  while 
ongaged  in  the  study  of  the  circulation  that  he  made  an 
observation  on  Motility,  which  led  to  those  researches  in 
nerve  physiology  which  we  have  denominated  the  second 
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period  of  hifl  aathonhip.  The  first  fact  that  presented  itieU^ 
m  the  tail  of  a  decapitated  triton,  all  know  full  well ;  raaor 
had  observed  similar  facts  before,  bat  Dr.  Hall  exekimad, 
^'  I  will  never  rest  satisfied  till  I  have  found  all  this  out,  aid 
made  it  clear." 

The  results  of  his  earlier  attempts  to  unravel  the  mysteiy 
were  embodied  in  two  Memoirs  presented  to  the  Boju 
Society— the  first  in  1S33, ''  On  the  Reflex  Function  of  the 
Medulla  Oblongata  and  Medulla  Spinalis;"  the  sectmd  ia 
1887,  '^  On  the  True  Spinal  Marrow,  and  the  Ezcito-Motor 
System  of  Nerves."  If  similar  facts  had  not  occurred  in  the 
previous  history  of  science,  we  could  scarcely  credit  it; 
but  Dr.  Hall's  second  paper  was  refused  a  place  in  the 
"  Philosophical  Transactions !" 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  angry  contention,  and  d» 
attribution  of  unworthy  motives  have  entered  into  the  too 
well-known  discussion  with  regard  to  Dr.  Hall's  share  in 
the  discovery  of  the  true  medulla  sjHnaliB  and  the  reflective 
function. 

The  facts  are  simple,  and  easily  verified  by  a  reference  iD 
the  several  authors  whose  names  have  occarred  in  the 
controversy.  Unzer,  in  1771,  had  dimly  seen,  and  obscurely 
described,  the  existence  of  certain  movements,  independent 
of  the  will,  and  even  of  consciousnes ;  but  he  did  not  describe 
with  any  accuracy  the  portion  of  the  nervous  system  upon 
which  they  depended. 

Prochaska,  in  1784,  separated  distinctly  these  involuntary 
movements  from  those  which  are  accompanied  by  conscious 
sensation,  and  he  ascribed  them  to  a  refiective  function  of  that 
portion  of  the  nervous  system,  which  was  ^'  co-extensive  with 
the  origin  of  nerves."  He  pointed  out  that  tiie  movements  of 
respiration  and  the  convulsive  movements  of  epilepsy  man 
of  this  nature ;  and  made  other  applications  of  his  doctrine, 
both  to  physiology  and  pathology.  While  fully  admitting 
that  Dr.  Marshall  Hall  was  not  indebted  to  Prochaska  for  his 
discoveries  made  in  relation  to  the  reflex  action,  we  can  not 
but  regret  that  Dr.  Hall  was  never  able  to  appreciate  the 
value  ofProchaska's  published  views,  or  even  to  acknowledge 
the  important  light  which  the  latter  physiologist  had  thrown 
upon  the  functions  of  the  spinal  cord. 

Le  Gallois,  Bich&t,  Flourens,  and  others,  had  observed 
similar  phenomena,  but  had  not  so  correctly  amireciated 
them  as  Prochaska  had  done ;  but  the  views  of  Proehaska 
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were  undeveloped  by  himselfi  and  unknown  to  others  ;  so 
much  so,  that  in  1830,  in  the  ^^  Dictionnaire  de  M^ecine  et 
de  Chirursie,"  a  work  conducted  by  Andral,  Gruveilhier, 
Bouillaud,  Foville,  and  others  of  the  best  informed  physio- 
logists and  pathologists  of  the  time,  we  find  the  following : — 
^  Les  ner&,  ainsi  que  la  moelle  ipinierej  ne  sent  par  eux- 
mSmes  ni  sensibles  ni  contractiles,  qu'ils  remp]issent  unique- 
ment  le  r6le  de  eonducteurs  dan  Tezercifle  du  sentiment  et 
du  mouvement" 

Dr.  Marshall  Hall's  memoir,  presented  to  the  Boyal 
Society  in  1883,  described  the  reflex  function  of  the  mediula 
oblongata  ajid  medulla  spinalis,  discovered  independently 
of  all  who  had  preceded  him ;  and  his  almost  unnumbered 
mt>ductions  since  that  time  have  fiilly  established  the  reflex 
ranetion  as  a  distinct  element  of  physiological  science — ^have 
thown  the  part  which  it  takes  in  all  the  important  functions 
of  health — ^have  developed  its  application  to  pathology  and 
therapeutics — and  have  rendered  it  of  as  much  service  in  the 
interpretation  of  the  manifold  mysteries  of  life,  throughout 
the  whole  animal  creation,  as  the  discovery  of  the  circulation 
of  the  blood.  It  is  not  he  who,  like  Unser  and  Prochaska, 
first  rudely  hints   at,  or  even  accurately  describes  a  new 

Cenomenon,  to  whom  our  thanks  are  due  as  the  discoverer; 
I  to  him  who  has  laboriously  examined,  experimented 
«poD,  analyzed,  and  so  compared  the  phenomena,  that  he  can 
•late  their  laws,  and  render  them  serviceable  both  to  science 
Mid  humanity. 

Dr.  Hall's  views  upon  the  irritability  of  muscles  may  be 
Mentioned  in  illustration  of  certain  remarks  already  made 
vpon  hifl  method.  He  had  observed  that  when  the  muscles 
were  by  any  means  severed  from  their  connexion  with  the 
q^iaal  cord,  their  irritability  diminished.     Here  was  an  im- 

rmt  fiMt,  of  great  utility  in  the  diagnosis  of  disease ;  but 
Hall's  interpretation  of  the  phenomena  was  that  the 
opinal  marrow  was  the  aaurce  of  muscular  irritability;  an 
interpretation  which  subsequent  researches  by  Dr.  John  Reid 
and  others  have,  to  the  majority  of  physiologists,  proved  to 
bo  erroneous.  But  here,  as  in  many  instances,  the  result  was 
the  discovery  of  a  new  and  valuable  fact,  viz.,  the  influence  of 
the  nervous  centres,  and  of  muscular  action  upon  nutrition* 

Dr.  Hall's  numerous  applications  of  his  great  discovery 
to  Pathology  form  the  next  group  of  works,  or  period  of  his 
oathorship.    ^<  Lectures  on  the  Kervous  System ;"  ^^  Memoirs 
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on  the  NerYous  System ;"  a  ^<  Trefttise  an  the  Diwues  and 
Derangements  of  the  Nervoos  System  ;'*  sad  a  ^  Synopsis  of 
the  Diastaltio  Nervons  System,  rapidly  followed  each  other 
as  separate  works ;  while  nomeroos  memoirs,  papers,  elinieal 
notes,  and  lesser  commonications,  appeared  in  the  Trans- 
actions of  the  Medico-Chimrgical  Society,  the  Lancet,  and 
other  jonmals. 

The  class  of  Conyalsive  diseases  formed  Dr.  Hall's  especisl 
study,  and  to  their  interpretation  he  brought,  with  urirallid 
energy  and  ingenoity,  the  results  of  his  phymologicil 
researches.  The  great  merit  of  demonstratuut  the  part 
taken  in  oonvnlsions  by  the  si>inal  cord  was  Dr.  Hall's ;  ftr 
fdthoagh  Hofiman,  and,  following  him,  Lieataad,  Borserias, 
and  Prochaska,  had  said  that  the  medoUa  spinalis  was 
affected  in  conrolsions,  and  although  Prodiaska  bad  refened 
epileptic  convulsions  to  reflex  action,  these  news  were  eiUNT 
unknown  or  were  not  receiTcd. 

Thus,  in  Germany,  we  find  Weniel,  in  1811,  making  ne 
mention  of  either  the  spinal  cord  or  of  reflection,  in  his 
treatise  upon  ^^  Epilepsy,  but  referring  all  the  phenomena  of 
that  disease  to  enlargement  of  the  dinoid  processes,  together 
with  affections  of  the  pituitary  body  and  rineal  glaiid. 

In  France,  Portal,  in  1827,  thus  expressed  himsdf  :^ 
«  Gomme  nous  n'aTons  pas  de  telles  connaissances,  et  que 
nous  ne  les  aurons  probablement  jamais,  nous  ne  pourrons 
non  plus,  en  aucune  manitee,  expliquer  la  cause  immediate 
ou  prochaine  des  symptdmes  qui  constituent  I'^pilepsie :"  and 
Brachet,  so  late  as  1887,  in  his  ^*  Traits  Pratique  des  Con- 
Tulsions  dans  rEnfance.^'  to  which  the  Acad^ie  de  MMecine 
awarded  its  prize,  refers  couYulsions  to  ^^  Tirritation  directs 
ou  indirecte  de  renc^phale.'' 

In  our  own  country  we  flnd  that  Dr.  Prichard,  in  182S, 
referred  epilepsy  to  congestion  of  the  brain,  and  ignored 
altogether  the  doctrines  of  both  Hoffman  and  Prochaska; 
while  Dr.  Abercrombie,  in  his  ^*  Researches  on  Diseases  of 
the  Brain  and  Spinal  Cord,"  published  in  1829,  alluded  to 
the  idea  of  Hofiman,  that  the  spinal  cord  was  affected  in 
convulsions,  but,  in  doing  so,  made  the  remark,  that  '*  these 
doctrines,  however  ingenious,  are  to  be  regarded  as  little 
better  than  conjectures." 

To  Dr.  Marshall  Hall  is  due  the  merit  of  having  rescued 
the  obscure  class  of  convulsive  i^ections  from  a  region  of 
utter  unintelligibility,  and  of  having  referred  them  to  the 
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derangements  of  an  organ,  the  functions  of  which  his  own 
researches  had  enabled  him  to  explain. 

But  Dr.  Hall  did  not  rest  satisfied  with  a  mere  general 
reference  of  these  affections  to  disorders  of  the  spinal  cord. 
He  devoted  all  his  energies  to  the  discovery  of  the  modus 
operandi  of  the  morbid  centre,  or  convulsive  tendency,  in 
producing  an  attack.  Various  papers  appeared  in  the  Lancet 
on  ^*The  Neck  as  a  Medical  Region ;"  and  the  more  impor- 
tant portions  of  these  were  comprised  in  his  ^'  New  Memoir 
on  the  Nervous  System,"  and  in  his  **  Aper^u  du  SystSme 
Spinal,"  written  and  published  in  Paris  onlv  two  years  ago ; 
and  in  these  productions  Dr.  Hall  described  with  remarkable 
ingenuity  the  mechanisn^  of  the  convulsive  paroxysm,  and  of 
many  other  affections  assuming  a  paroxysmal  type. 

In  these  papers  he  has  directed  attention  to  the  existence 
of  four  classes  of  epileptic  paroxysm  —  the  laryngismal, 
trachelismal,  syncopal,  and  abortive,  and  has  not  only 
described  more  or  less  fully  the  mechanism  of  each,  but  has 
laid  down  rules  for  their  diagnosis  and  treatment. 

Some  of  the  opinions  advanced  in  these  later  periods 
kave  yet  to  receive  the  confirmation  or  correction  of  enlarged 
ozperience;  but,  whatever  may  be  the  issue,  the  Medical 

Sofession  is  placed  under  an  obligation  of  gratitude  to  their 
itinguished  originator  for  having  indicated  the  path  along 
irhich  investigation  must  be  carried  to  be  successful. 

Allusion  has  already  been  made  to  Dr.  Hall's  researches 
•on  the  irritability  of  the  muscles  in  paralysed  limbs;  and, 
^atever  may  be  the  truth  yet  to  be  attained  with  regard 
to  cerebral  paralysis,  to  him  is  due  the  merit  of  the  dis- 
oovery,  that  in  spinal  paralysis  the  irritability  is  constantly 
diminished,  and  that  in  cerebral  paralysis  it  is  not. 

During  the  whole  of  his  career,  the  science  and  art  of 
tlierapeutics  were  constantly  held  in  view  by  Dr.  Marshall 
Hall,  but  the  special  earnestness  with  which  he  dwelt  upon 
the  subject  in  later  years  constituted  a  fourth  period  of  his 
literary  life. 

The  action  of  strychnia  as  a  spinal  excitant,  or  in  small 
doees  as  a  spinal  tonic;  the  direction — general,  regiminal, 
and  medical — of  the  epileptic  patient,  in  order  to  avoid  all 
the  excitants  of  convulsive  action ;  the  recommendation  of 
tracheotomy  in  laryngismal  epilepsy;  and  the  simple  but 
beautiful  ^*  Ready  Method  in  Asphyxia,"  were  among  the 
li^er  efforts  of  Dr.  Hall's  great  genius. 
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On  the  action  of  strychnia  Dr.  Hall  has  writtMi  sobm 
important  papers  in  the  Ifaneeiy  LeM  Oompiei  BendrnM^  and  im 
his  new  memoir  on  the  nervous  system ;  and  his  researdies 
on  this  subject  led  him,  during  the  trial  of  Palmer,  to  devise 
a  physiological  test  for  the  presence  of  strychnia  in  flnidSi 
which  far  surpasses  in  delicacy  any  ehemical  test  hitherto 
discovered. 

The  treatment  of  epilepsy  has  been  rescued  by  Dr.  MarriiaD 
Hall  from  mere  empiricism;  and  many  are  now  living,  and  im 
the  enjoyment  of  health,  who  can  bear  the  most  convinciag 
evidence  to  the  success  which  attended  his  practice. 

With  regard  to  tracheotomy  in  the  treatment  of  ejHlep^, 
it  must  be  admitted  that  the  results  hitherto  obtained  are  not 
such  as  to  demonstrate  the  correctness  of  Dr.  Hall's  viewa 
But  although  the  operation  has  failed  in  several  instanceSy 
it  has  met  with  success  in  others ;  and  if,  hereaft^,  tiiere 
should  be  established  some  reliable  means  of  diagnosticating 
the  cases  in  which  it  shall  prove  successful  from  those  it 
which  it  will  be  useless,  Dr.  Hall's  suggestion  will  be,  as  a 
scientific  discovery,  not  inferior  to  that  of  Leverrier,  and  as  a 
boon  to  humanity,  scarely  less  valuable  than  that  of  Jenn«r. 

The  ^^  Ready  Method  in  Asphyxia,''  was  one  of  Uiose  happy 
thoughts  which,  after  applied  astonish  us  by  their  simplicity. 
The  feature  of  great  importance  is,  that  in  performing  arti- 
ficial respiration  the  body  should  be  placed  prone  instead 
of  supine.  In  the  former  position  respiration  may  be  easily 
continued,  in  the  latter  it  is  almost  if  not  quite  impossible. 
Already  the  advantage  of  this  method  has  been  fully  estab- 
lished,  and  future  generations  will  doubtless  utter  their 
thanks  to  him  who  has  so  recently  passed  from  ours. 

Besides  bis  Medical  works.  Dr.  Hall  wrote  a  tract  up<ni 
the  Drainage  of  the  Metropolis,  suggesting  many  alterations 
which,  although  highly  approved,  are  not  as  yet  carried  into 
operation.  In  the  little  work  already  mentioned,  on  the 
1^  Twofold  Slavery  of  the  United  Sutes,"  he  gave  mu^ 
interesting  and  valuable  information,  and  advanced  a  plan  for 
the  real  emancipation  of  the  slave,  which,  if  unable  to  meet 
all  the  exigencies  of  the  case,  was  yet  far  superior  to  the 
majority  of  schemes  previously  suggested. 

The  recognition  of  Dr.  Marshidl  Hall's  merits,  as  a 
scientific  man,  has  been  world-wide.  Suffice  it  to  say  that, 
he  was  a  member  of  almost  every  learned  Society  of  Europe, 
and,  after  having  been  for  many  years  foreign  Associate  of 
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the  Acad^mie  de  Mddecine  of  Paris,  he  had,  only  recently 
conferred  upon  him,  the  distinguished  honor  of  election  as  a 
Member  of  the  Institute  of  France. 

As  a  practical  Physician  Dr.  Marshall  Hall  will  Ions  he 
remembered  with  gratitude,  both  by  those  who  have  had  the 
advantage  of  witnessing  his  mode  of  examining  a  case,  and 
by  a  far  larger  number  who  had  the  advantage  of  being 
placed  under  his  care. 

The  two  prominent  features  of  his  treatment  were  simplicity 
and  perseverance.  We  have  seen  numerous  cases  in  which 
his  administration  of  simple  aperients,  together  with  strictly 
regiminal  measures,  had  wrought  extraordinary  cures ;  and 
we  know  of  previously  paraplegic  men,  now  well,  who, 
Udder  his  direction,  took  strychnia  for  much  longer  than  a 
jear ;  and  of  so-called  epileptics  who  slowly  recovered  from 
the  most  frightful  combination  of  symptoms,  while  kept  by 
Dr.  Hall  for  sixteen  or  eighteen  months  under  the  influence 
<rf  mercury. 

To  the  poor  Dr.  Hall  was  universally  attentive  and  kind. 
He  eonstantly  had  under  his  care  large  numbers  of  gratuitous 
patients ;  but  besides  the  quite  humbler  classes.  £ere  were 
numbers  placed  pecuniarily  in  the  lower  ranks  of  the  middle 
ebsses,  to  whom  gratuitous  advice  is  a  far  greater  charity, 
and  these  he  was  ever  ready  to  welcome,  and  from  them 
lie  would  receive  no  other  reward  than  gratitude.  ^^  Our 
mission  is  to  cure  the  curable,  and  comfort  the  incurable," 
wa  have  more  than  once  heard  him  say ;  and  in  fulfilling 
that  mission  he  had  his  reward. 

He  has  gone,  and  whither  he  has  ffone  we  cannot  follow 
him ;  but  his  works  live  after  him,  and  we  know  that  thank- 
fulness to  him  fills  many  hearts  when  they  join  the  unbroken 
dreles  of  their  homes,  and  that  tears  fill  many  eyes  when 
they  read  that  Marshall  Hall  has  passed  ^'  into  Uie  silent 
ItDQ."  For,  although — in  recognising  that  ^^  de  siicle  en 
nicle  le  meme  fait  historique  se  reproduit;  la  foule  des 
travaillenrs  se  pr^ipite,  toujours  plus  nombreuses,  dans  les 
Toies  qui  viennent  d'etre  ouvertes ;  qudqueB  hamme$  cC  UUe 
ffen  imvrent  paraUilement  une  nouveUe*' — we  may,  in  placing 
Marshall  Hall  among  the  latter,  rejoice  in  the  work  that  he 
kas  done;  there  are  others  who  can  only  join  with  us  in 
our  sorrow  that,  in  this  world  of  suffering,  of  mystery,  and 
VBcertain  knowledge,  he  has  no  further  work  to  do. — M^ 
Timu  ^  QiutUe. 
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[Oonelsdad  flrom  Aofiut  niniter.] 

The  advocates  of  canstics  say  that  when  the  morbid  growdi 
is  removed  by  the  knife,  if  it  be  really  cancer,  there  is  almost 
certain  to  be  a  recurrence  of  the  disease  within  two  years, 
either  in  the  cicatrix  or  in  some  other  part  of  the  body ;  that 
the  disease  makes  more  rapid  progress  than  when  the  patient 
is  left  alone,  and  therefore  that  he  is  in  a  worse  position  than 
before.  They  say,  further,  that  it  is  often  impossible  to 
remove  every  particle  of  diseased  tissue  with  the  knife ;  and 
that  the  operation  itself  is  sometimes  fatal,  either  immediately 
from  shock,  or  indirectly  from  pysemia  or  exhaustion. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  opponents  of  caustics  say,  that  no 
caustic  can  do  more  than  the  knife  towards  removing  the  can- 
cerous diathesis.  They  admit  that  the  morbid  local  growth 
can  be  removed,  but  they  assert  that  the  patient  is  not  in  a 
better  position,  frequently  in  a  worse  position  than  if  the  knife 
had  been  used.  Under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  the  tumor 
may  be  removed  in  a  few  moments  without  suffering  to  the 
patient,  and 'every  portion  of  diseased  tissue  can  be  removed 
if  proper  care  be  taken ;  while  the  action  of  caustic  is  very 
slow,  often  excessively  painful,  and  is  sometimes  apt  to  extend 
beyond  the  diseased  to  the  healthy  surrounding  structures. 
They  add,  that  during  the  operation  of  the  caustic  the  patient 
is  not  free  from  the  danger  of  hemorrhage,  erysipelas,  or 
pyaemia,  and  that  the  general  health  is  very  apt  to  suffer  from 
the  long-continued  pain  and  local  irritation. 

Mow,  I  am  disposed  to  look  upon  all  these  arguments  as 
quite  secondary  to  the  great  question,  which  mode  of  remo- 
ving the  tumor  is  most  likely  to  be  followed  by  relapse.  The 
advantages  and' disadvantages  of  the  two  methods  are  pretty 
equally  balanced  in  other  respects ;  and  I  apprehend  we  shaU 
find  them,  even  in  this  respect,  also  pretty  equal.  Statistics 
collected  with  a  good  deal  of  care,  show  that  about  eieht  cases 
out  of  every  ten  operated  on  by  the  knife  return  within  two 
years.  Dr.  Fell  says  that  only  three  out  of  ten  treated  by  him 
return  within  the  same  period.     One  good  effect  of  the  trial 

S'ven  to  his  treatment  at  the  Middlesex  Hospital  will  be  that 
e  truth  of  this  statement  will  be  tested.    At  present  you 
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must  take  it  for  what  it  is  worth.  Laodolfi  said  something  of 
the  same  kind,  yet  I  have  given  you  the  results  he  obtained 
St  the  Salp^tri^re.  Pattison  harped  on  the  same  string,  and 
I  have  shown  you  how  far  he  succeeded  in  preventing  relapse. 
As  to  Plunket  and  Guy,  and  those  who  used  arsenic,  I  need 
only  remind  you  of  the  fact  that  their  remedies  have  fallen 
into  disuse,  although  they  were  employed  long  enough  to 
establish  their  reputation  all  over  the  world,  had  they  really 
possessed  the  powers  attributed  to  them  of  curing  cancer. 

But  you  may  say  this  is  not  a  cheering  prospect.  If  nei- 
ther the  knife  nor  caustics  are  to  be  trusted  in — ^if  the  chances 
are  five  to  one  in  favor  of  a  return  of  the  disease,  or  a  reap- 
pearance in  some  other  part  of  the  body  within  two  years  after 
we  remove  a  cancerous  tumor  from  any  part  of  the  body  by 
either  of  these  methods — if  surgeons  and  cancer-curers  are 
equally  unsuccessful — what  are  we  to  do  ? 

In  attempting  to  reply  to  this,  let  me  give  you  the  rule  at 
which  I  believe  our  best  and  most  experienceCflurgeons  have 
errived  as  to  the  use  of  the  knife.  It  is,  i^ot^ihiUBflit  in  the 
early  stages  of  cancer — not  to  use  it  unless  th^anceris  actu- 
ally ulcerated,  or  growing  so  fast  that  the  skin  is  about  to  give 
way.  In  such  cases,  especially  where  an  open  cancer  gives 
great  pain,  and  is  wearing  away  the  patient  by  bleeding  or 
profuse  fetid  discharge,  the  knife  is  used  in  the  nope  of  relie- 
Ting  suffering,  and  prolonging,  not  saving  life.  In  some  other 
eases,  where  a  cancer  causes  great  mental  anxiety  to  a  patient, 
jou  may  remove  it  at  her  earnest  entreaty,  after  explaining 
lurly  the  danger  of  relapse.  I  should  speak  here  of  the  knife 
Mid  caustics  in  the  same  terms,  as  in  many  cases  it  will  not 
much  signify  which  you  select.  In  some  cases,  where  the 
titaation  of  the  growth  is  such  that  the  knife  can  not  be  used 
safety,  caustics  are  decidedly  preferable.  In  others,  again, 
where  time  is  a  great  object,  you  would  choose  the  knife.  It 
IS  sometimes  a  good  rule  to  leave  the  choice  to  the  patient, 
representing  fairly  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the 
two  methods.  If  you  decide  upon  using  caustic,  I  think  all 
the  evidence  before  us  goes  to  prove  the  chloride  of  sine  to 
be  the  most  effectual  and  safest  yet  employed ;  that  it  is  a 
Blatter  of  great  indifference  whether  it  is  employed  as  a  paste 
or  in  solution ;  but  that  its  action  is  considerably  hastened  by 
sooring  through  the  slough,  as  Justamond  did,  down  to  the 
living  tissues  beneath,  so  that  they  are  not  protected  by  the 
dough  from  the  action  of  the  caustic.    This  scoring  is  not  so 
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necessary  when  the  chloride  is  used  in  solution,  as  when  it  is 
used  as  paste,  after  destroying  the  skin  by  nitric  acid ;  and  it 
is  not  at  all  necessary,  if  yon  use  a  pair  of  galvanic  plates  as 
yonr  caustic.  If  yon  place  a  piece  of  zinc  on  any  raw  sorfaee, 
and  a  piece  of  silver  near  it,  connecting  the  two  by  a  silver 
wire,  the  part  covered  by  the  ziuc  is  destroyed  very  rapidlVf 
and  the  slough  formed  is  a  very  soft  one,  which  is  easuy 
sponged  away.  I  saw  a  case  of  cancer  of  the  breast  in  a  lady 
in  1854,  with  Dr.  Lawrance,  of  Connaught-sqnare,  in  whi^ 
we  decided,  on  consultation,  to  adopt  this  method,  and  Dr. 
Lawrance  carried  it  out  most  effectually.  I  should  not  be  at 
all  surprised  to  hear  that  the  next  great  empiric  who  appeals 
in  London  will  profess  to  cure  cancer  by  galvMiism. 

Looking,  therefore,  upon  both  the  knife  and  caustics  only 
as  the  means  of  removing  cancerous  growths  under  certain 
exceptional  conditions,  what  are  we  to  do  in  the  early  non- 
ulcerated  stages  of  cancer  ?  This  opens  a  very  wide  subject, 
which  it  is  qu^ impossible  to  treat  in  a  single  lecture;  but  I 

must  Y^M^  ^^W^  7^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^  great  deal  more  towards 
arrestmg,  even  curing  cancer,  than  is  generally  believed-^ 
that  our  art  is  not  nearly  so  powerless  as  charlatans  assert. 
Growths,  with  all  the  characters  of  cancer,  have  occasionally 
disappeared  under  the  influence  of  remedies;  others  have 
remained  completely  dormant  for  many  years,  without  affect- 
ing the  health  or  shortening  the  life  of  the  individual ;  and  it 
is  absurd  to  say  that  the  disease  was  not  cancerous  in  such 
cases  because  the  patient  recovered,  or  lived  to  old  age  unaf- 
fected by  the  local  condition. 

In  the  first  place,  in  the  treatment  of  cancer,  the  hygienic 
measures  I  have  often  spoken  of  as  so  necessary  in  the  treat- 
ment of  all  chronic  diseases,  are  of  paramount  importance. 
Plenty  of  good  wholesome  food,  a  well-drained,  well-ventila- 
ted house,  pure  country  air,  extreme  cleanliness  of  person  and 
olothing,  sufficient  exercise,  clothing  which  exerts  no  injurious 
pressure  on  the  diseased  part,  with  mental  occupation  and 
amusement,  will  do  a  great  deal  towards  the  formation  of 
healthy  blood,  the  deposit  of  healthy  tissues  from  it,  and  the 
removal  of  effete  matter  or  formations  of  a  low  aplastic  char- 
acter. Ordinary  medical  treatment  cautiously  adopted,  may 
assist  the  by  genie  treatment  very  materially.  Deficient  action 
of  skin,  kidneys,  or  digestive  organs  may  be  corrected.  Alka- 
lies given  with  or  after  meals  often  relieve  a  kind  of  digestife 
derangement  common  to  cancerous  patients.    Henoe  uie  use 
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of  Yicby  water  and  carbonate  of  soda.  Pain  may  be  allevi- 
ated by  opiates  or  hemlock.  Some  of  the  preparations  of 
iron  often  act  admirably  in  improving  the  general  health. 
Well-marked  cancerous  tumors  have  diminished  in  size  and 
become  quite  dormant  under  the  use  of  iodine  in  combination 
with  iron ;  and  the  iodide  of  arsenic,  in  doses  of  one-sixteenth 
to  one-twelfth  of  a  srain  twice  a  day,  has  been  used  with 
excellent  effect  since  it  was  first  recommended  by  Dr.  A.  T. 
Thompson  and  Dr.  Walshe.  The  remedy,  however,  which  I 
have  found  most  useful  is  the  bromide  of  potassium  with  cod- 
liver  oil.  Given  in  doses  of  five  to  ten  grains  of  the  bromide 
with  one,  two,  or  three  drachms  of  the  oil,  three  times  a  day, 
the  effect  upon  the  local  tumor  and  the  general  health  is  really 
remarkable.  The  pain  very  speedily  diminishes.  There  is, 
first,  a  cessation  in  the  growth  of  the  tumor,  and  then  a  pro- 
cess of  shrinking  goes  on,  while  adherence  to  the  surrounding 
parts  is  lessened,  and  a  tumor  which  was  firmly  united  to  the 
eorrounding  parts  becomes  movable,  detached  as  it  were,  and 
is  felt  like  a  hard,  movable,  senseless  ball  beneath  the  skin. 
!nie  last  cure  for  cancer  advertised  in  London  is  the  inhala- 
tion of  oxygen ;  and  a  Dr.  Birch  has  published  a  pamphlet 
tbout  it  in  connection  with  an  apparatus  sold  by  a  firm  in 
Begent  street.  This,  if  it  is  not  likely  to  do  much  good,  can 
luurdly  do  harm. 

As  to  external  remedies  which  may  be  looked  on  as  cura- 
tive, all  attempts  to  affect  the  nutrition  of  the  part  by  the 
application  of  leeches  or  ligature  of  nutrient  arteries,  must  be 
aoandoned  as  useless.  Friction,  percussion,  and  palpation,  so 
much  used  of  late  by  certain  rubbers  of  Edinburgh  and  Brigh- 
ton, with  the  hope  of  procuring  absorption,  are  complete  fail- 
ures. Electricity  and  galvanism  have  been  tried,  but  the 
results  do  not  say  much  for  their  efficacy.  The  local  means 
which  really  have  some  good  effect  in  cancerous  tumors  are 
preparations  of  lead,  iodine,  and  bromia.  Lead,  in  the  form 
of  plaster  or  embrocation,  is  a  most  soothing^  application.  I 
kave  seen  it  used  very  largely  at  the  Cancer  Hospital  in  both 
forms  and  with  very  excellent  results.  The  embrocation  in 
common  use  there,  consisting  of  equal  parts  of  the  liquor 
plumbi,  almond  oil,  diluted  acetic  acid  and  water,  is  a  really 
ueeful  application,  allaying  pain,  and  apparently  hastening 
the  absorption  of  the  tissues  around  the  tumor,  indurated  by 
inflammatory  infiltration.  Frictions  of  solutions  of  iodide  of 
lead  or  iodide  of  potassium  in  glycerine  without  producing  any 
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irritation  of  the  skin,  appear  to  be  active  promoters  of  absorp- 
tion. The  iodide  of  lead  was  recommenaed  long  ago  bj  Ihr. 
Walshe,  and  is  much  used  now  bj  Dr.  Fell.  The  solution  of 
bromide  of  potassium  in  glycerine  appears  to  be  even  more 
efficacious,  but  on  this  point  I  do  not  like  to  speak  confidentlj 
without  more  extended  experience. 

Dr.  Arnott's  freezing  process  is  really  of  great  service.  I 
have  shown  you  how  to  apply  this  on  a  former  occasion,  so 
that  I  need  only  say  now  that  it  is  a  remedy  of  very  great 
value  in  the  treatment  of  cancer,  that  it  allays  pain,  checks 
growth,  and  has  reduced  many  large  adherent  tumors  to  a 
small,  movable,  indolent  condition. 

Then  mechanical  treatment  is  often  very  useful  in  non-ut 
cerated  cancer.  It  has  long  been  believed  that  the  nutrition 
of  any  part  of  the  body  might  be  lowered,  and  absorption  of 
any  product  of  disease  promoted,  by  methodical  compression. 
Bayle  first  recorded  12  cases  of  cancer  as  cured  by  compres- 
sion, out  of  19.  It  was  tried  at  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  and 
Sir  Charles  Bell  reported  favorably  upon  it  so  far  as  to  the 
power  of  alleviating  pain.  Mr.  Travers  has  known  tumors 
^^  gradually  reduced,  and  at  length  absorbed,  by  equal  and 
persevering  compression."  Recamier,  out  of  100  cases, 
reported  30  as  cured  by  compression  alone,  and  21  considera- 
bly relieved.  Bayle,  as  the  result  of  127  cases,  gives  71 
cured,  26  improved,  and  80  failures.  Some  of  these  cases 
were  probably  not  truly  cancerous,  but  others  undoubtedlv 
were,  and  in  some  the  stage  of  ulceration  had  commenced. 
From  what  I  have  seen  myself,  I  can  quite  believe  that  these 
statements  of  the  good  effects  of  compression  are  not  exagge- 
rated. But  it  must  be  properly  applied.  The  plan  of  ban- 
daging the  mamma  and  shoulder  is  very  objectionable,  as  it 
interferes  with  the  free  motion  of  the  arm  and  chest,  so  neces* 
sary  to  the  general  well-being  of  the  patient.  As  a  means  of 
producing  equal  constant  pressure,  exact  in  degree  and  easily 
moderated  or  increased,  nothing  equals  the  air-truss  invented 
by  Dr.  Neil  Arnott.  An  airecushion,  supporied  by  a  shield, 
is  adapted  to  the  diseased  part,  while  a  spring  supported  by 
a  belt  is  arranged  to  act  on  the  cushion  in  such  a  manner  that 
any  desirable  amount  of  pressure  can  be  kept  up  without 
interfering  in  the  least  with  the  free  motions  of  the  chest 
Applied  at  first  so  as  merely  to  support  the  part,  and  then  to 
exercise  gradually  increasing  pressure  upon  it,  the  results  are 
very  remarkable.     The  pain  very  soon  ceases^  the  swelling  in 
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the  finrrounding  parts  diminishes  and  disappears,  the  large 
tumor  splits  up  into  several  smaller  divisions,  and  in  some 
osses  entirely  disappears,  not  a  trace  of  any  tumor  or  indura- 
tion remaining,  while  in  other  cases  the  remaining  swelling  is 
quite  passive,  painless,  and  innocuous.  I  saw  a  lady  a  few 
weeks  ago  with  a  small  tumor  like  a  walnut  in  her  breast, 
quite  harmless  and  not  causing  the  least  anxiety,  which  I  saw 
Bine  years  ago  under  this  compression  treatment,  and  it  was 
then  to  all  appearance  a  large  cancerous  tumor,  on  the  point 
of  ulcerating.  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  if  the  tumor  in 
that  case  had  been  removed,  either  by  the  knife  or  caustic, 
tiie  patient  would  have  been  dead  seven  or  eight  years  ago. 

When  ulceration  has  taken  place,  there  are  a  number  of 
local  applications  which  are  of  ffreat  use.  Supposing  you 
kave  decided  not  to  use  either  the  knife  or  caustics,  your  object 
18  to  allay  pain,  arrest  bleeding,  destroy  the  fetor  of  the  dis- 
charge, until  spontaneous  separation  of  the  cancer  takes  place, 
and  tnen  to  promote  healthy  granulation  and  cicatrization.  In 
some  cases  of  open  cancer,  Dr.  Amott's  freezing  process  acts 
admirably.  It  may  cause  pain  for  a  few  minutes,  but  it  gives 
ffreat  alleviation  for  several  days  afterwards,  and  sometimes 
It  destroys  a  large  portion  of  a  morbid  growth  as  effectually 
as  any  caustic.  This  occurred  in  a  easel  saw  lately  with  Dr. 
Brinton.  The  case  was  a  most  unpromising  one,  in  a  lady 
from  the  country.  One  breast  had  been  removed,  the  disease 
had  recurred  in  the  cicatrix,  and  the  subjacent  costal  carti- 
lages were  implicated.  There  was  a  large  flabby  growth, 
wmch  we  agreed  to  congeal.  This  was  done  by  a  most  intel- 
ligent practitioner  in  the  country,  and  I  hear  from  him  that 
three-fourths  of  this  growth  were  destroyed,  leaving  a  small, 
ooncave,  granulating  sore.  If  you  adopt  this  plan,  you  must 
protect  the  raw  surtace  from  the  irritant  action  of  the  salt  by 
a  pji^ce  of  cold-beaters'  skin. 

The  bleeding  which  takes  place  from  the  surface  of  an  ulce- 
rated cancer  can  always  be  checked  by  the  perchloride  of  iron. 
I  always  keep  this  by  me,  as  it  is  prepared  in  Paris  at  the 
specific  gravity  45®  Beaume.  A  piece  of  lint,  wet  with  this 
solution,  will  instantly  stop  any  ordinary  bleeding ;  but  at  this 
strength,  or  even  80°,  it  acts  as  a  caustic,  so  that,  except  in 
esses  of  very  free  bleeding,  it  should  be  kept  at  hand  of  the 
strength  of  15®,  so  that  the  patient  or  her  nurse  may  apply 
it.  The  strength  of  30®  is  that  usually  employed  to  coagulate 
the  blood  in  n»vi  and  varices,  and  I  now  show  you  the  remains 
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of  a  cancerous  tumor  which  has  been  acted  on  by  this  sob- 
tion.  See  how  friable  it  is^  like  dry  rotten  leather.  About 
five  months  ago  I  injected  some  of  this  solution  into  an  ence- 
phaloid  tumor  growing  from  the  ilium.  It  was  then  as  large 
as  mj  fist,  and  growing  rapidly.  I  injected  it  by  four  pune- 
tureSy  and  the  result  was  immediate  hardening  and  subsequent 
shrinking.  I  saw  the  man  a  few  days  ago,  walking  about  in 
very  fair  health.  I  do  not  wish  to  say  much  more  about  him 
at  present,  than  that  I  feel  certain  his  life  has  been  prolonged. 
I  am  making  other  trials  with  the  perchloride  of  iron,  and  Dr. 
Marsden  has  begun  to  use  it  at  the  Cancer  Hospital,  but  I  do 
not  wish  to  recommend  it  further  now,  than  as  a  means  of 
stopping  bleeding. 

Dr.  Marsden  thinks  very  highly  of  carrot  poultiees.  Their 
application  is  rather  painml,  but  they  certainly  arrest  fetor, 
and  seem  to  hasten  the  separation  of  the  diseased  part.  They 
are  said  to  haye  been  introduced  into  use  in  1766  by  Sultxer, 
and  they  haye  certainly  maintained  their  reputation  longer 
than  most  of  the  remedies  for  cancer. 

If  after  a  cancerous  tumor  has  separated,  you  haye  an  indo- 
lent granulating  surface  coyered  with  an  unnealthy  fetid  dis- 
charge, a  lotion  of  chlorate  of  potass  is  often  yery  useful,  of 
the  strength  of  fiye  to  ten  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water.  Mr. 
Weedon  Cooke  adds  a  little  hydrochloric  acid  to  this,  and  he 
belieyes  with  adyantage. 

In  any  of  the  stages  of  ulcerated  cancer,  when  there  is 
much  pain,  you  may  use  some  sedatiye  ointment  spread  on 
cotton  wool.  A  little  morphia  with  lard  answers  as  well  as 
anything,  but  if  you  like  to  try  other  sedatiyes,  there  is  do 
objection  to  stramonium  or  tobacco  ointment,  or  hemlock  or 
lettuce  poultices.  Howeyer,  you  will  generally  find  pain 
allayed  more  effectually  by  opium  giyen  internally  than  by 
any  local  application,  and  of  all  the  preparations  of  opium,  I 
think  the  one  which  can  be  continued  for  the  longest  time, 
and  causes  the  least  derangement  to  the  stomach,  is  the  solu- 
tion of  bime-conate  of  morphia,  as  prepared  by  Mr.  Squire. 

In  cases  of  cancroid  of  the  neck  of  the  uterus,  the  epithe- 
lioma uteri,  a  disease  yery  often  seen  at  the  Samaritan  Hos- 
pital, Dr.  Simpson's  paste  of  dried  sulphate  of  zinc  and  gly- 
cerine answers  admirably.  You  may  apply  it  freely  without 
any  danger  of  injuring  any  part  of  the  yagina  protected  by 
its  epithelium,  and  it  completely  destroys  the  morbid  growth. 
Here  is  a  specimen  of  the  hard  white  slou^  it  produees.    I 
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have  seen  the  diseased  part  come  away  entire,  like  the  shell 
of  a  walnut  from  the  nut,  leaving  a  healthy  granulating  sur- 
face helow,  which  has  cicatrised  very  rapidly  ;  and  I  feel  cer- 
tain that  in  all  cases  of  malignant  growths  about  the  female 
genital  organs,  we  shall  find  the  sulphate  of  zinc  a  most  safe 
and  effectual  mode  of  destroying  them. 

This,  gentlemen,  is  necessarily  a  very  imperfect  sketch  of 
a  most  important  subject,  and  in  conclusion,  I  can  only  urge 
upon  you  the  necessity,  while  you  are  doing  all  that  you  can 
to  prolong  the  life  and  alleviate  the  distress  of  your  patients 
witn  cancer,  of  never  giving  up  the  hope  of  discovering  a 
euro.  We  have  found  a  specific  for  ague,  we  have  found  a 
specific  for  itch,  we  can  certainly  cure  some  forms  of  syphilis 
by  iodide  of  potassium,  and  others  by  mercury,  we  can  pre- 
vent smallpox  by  vaccination.  Let  us  hope  that  the  day  may 
eome  when  we  shall  possess  equal  power  over  those  mysten- 
ous  aberrations  in  the  processes  of  nutrition  and  decay  which 
lead  to  the  deposits  or  formations  known  as  tubercle  and  can- 
cer. But  should  this  hope  prove  fallacious,  or  be  regarded  as 
Utopian,  I  must  maintain  tnat,  even  with  our  present  know- 
ledge, we  have  no  reason  to  fear  a  comparison  between  what 
we  can  do  by  fair  and  open  means,  and  what  can  be  really 
done,  or  has  ever  been  done,  by  any  cancer-curer  or  any 
secret  remedy. — Med.  Time$  and  Gazetle. 


MoBAL  Insanitt. — ^We  do  not  propose  now  to  treat,  in  any 

Eeneral  and  comprehensive  method,  of  moral  in%aniiy^  but 
ope  to  do  so  in  an  early  succeeding  number  of  this  Journal. 
Meantime  we  give  a  brief  notice  of  the  case  of  Huntington ; 
to  remarkable  for  the  temerity  and  pecuniary  success  of  the 
culprit,  and  for  the  audacity,  under  the  circumstances,  of  his 
particular  defense. 

Moral  insanity  interposed  as  a  shield  against  criminal 
alle|^tions,  should  always  be  fortified  by  such  an  array  of 
testimony  on  the  part  of  experts  in  insanity  as  will  command 
entire  respect.    Without  intending  any  reflection  upon  the 

Eneral  attainments  or  standing  of  the  medical  witnesses  in 
half  of  Huntington,  we  may  be  permitted  to  suggest  that 
neither  successful  practice  in  the  ordinary  routine  of  medicine 
and  surgery,  nor  popular  and  well-deserved  reputation  in  a 
professorship  of  surgery,  or  a  medico-legal  professorship, 
oonstitiites  what,  in  any  legal  sense,  is  ezpetfnetf  tn  in$anify; 
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and  we  tneiii  to  say,  yery  ptrticiikily  and*  daeidedly,  thai  m 
expertneas  is  sufficient  to  detect  moral  in$anit^  on  aveh  brief 
and  superficial  inyestigations  as  were  made  uj  the  medkal 
witnesses  in  this  case  of  Huntington. 

The  testimony  adduced  by  the  prosecution  waa  sufficient  ta 
make  a  palpable  case  of  ffuut,  unless  the  defense  of  inmrnUg 
were  established.  All  tiiat  we  haye  to  do,  therefore,  ia  to 
examine  that  defense,  and  see  whether  it  ia  aoatainable  oa 
the  testimony. 

Insaniiy,  in  its  general  aspects,  is  not  a  yery  diffienh 
matter  to  proye.  We  haye  wousands  of  unquestioniUe 
eases  of  that,  as  our  asylums,  and  poor-houses,  and  we  rsgiel 
to  add,  eyen  our  pri$an$  show.  Of  moral  msofitiy,  taking  the 
best  definitions  of  the  mo^t  distinguished  experts  tor  a 
standard,  we  haye  not  an  unquestionable  case  in  a  tiiousamt^ 
indeed,  none  unqueMonahle*  There  is  no  indisputable  eaae^ 
unanimously  acknowledged  l^  those  of  the  pmeeaion  who 
are  particularly  experienced  m  insani^.  The  whde  quea* 
tion  is  in  a  state  rather  of  agitation  than  of  settlement ;  aad 
when  it  is  settled,  if  oyer  it  is,  no  one  can  now  safely 
prognosticate  whether  moral  insanity  will  be  reeoniaed  as 
a  duease  any  way  distinct  from  what  is  known  to  ue  law  as 
tfisanfty  proper. 

What,  upon  the  proofs,  was  the  character  of  Huntington's 
alleged  insanity?  He  began  by  being  a  bad  boy — rather 
worse,  perhaps,  than  most  bad  Doys.  He  lied,  cheated,  and 
<'  made  paper''  rather  precociously.  He  fiiiled  in  business, 
and  helped  others  to  fail  in  it  who  might  haye  been  success* 
ful,  unless  he  had  precipitated  them  to  destruction.  If  he 
were,  by  any  accident,  insane,  his  insanity  was  of  the  vampfn 
sort,  for  he  seemed  to  gloat  upon  cemeteries,  and  specula^ 
tions  upon  the  disposal  of  deaa  bodies.  He  had  a  fancy  fer 
graye-yards  at  so  much  a  square  foot,  embracing  Baltimoie 
and  Buffalo  in  the  wide  range  of  his  sepulchral  yisions.  It 
bloomed  into  a  fancy  for  paper,  that  Wall  Street  would 
negotiate  at  so  much  a  cypher,  with  some  numeral  of  yalas 
prefixed.  It  matured  into  all  sorts  of  extrayagance,  which 
such  easy  paper,  and  an  unlimited  credit  as  a  auccessfel 
Wall  Street  financier  would  allow  him  to  indulge.  Bad  in 
the  beginning,  he  went  on  to  worse,  like  the  ordinary  h^ 
of  reprobates — those  lunatics  always  at  large,  who  wandsr 
about  the  purlieus  of  great  cities,  as  well  as  about  some  of 
the  rural  oistriots^  seeking  whom  they  may  defirand.  Knava% 
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^  confidence-men/'  and  forgers  are  apt  to  be  insane  in  that 
moral  way. 

Improvidence  as  to  the  future  for  himself  and  family  was 
deemed  a  strong  mark  of  insanity  in  his  case.  Every 
ffambler,  every  burglar,  and  every  drunkard  is  just  as  insane 
in  that  particular.  Spendthrifts,  too,  are  always  reckless  of 
the  future.  If  they  were  morally  insaney  extravagance  would 
be  no  moral  crime,  any  more  than  it  is  a  legal  crime.  The 
tokens  of  insanity  exhibited  by  Huntington  were  of  the  sort 
which  distinguishes  all  reprobates,  who,  having  no  means, 
are  willing  enough  to  live,  by  hook  or  bv  crook,  on  the 
means  of  other  men.  There  seems  to  be  nothing  more  in  the 
case  than  that. 

The  indictment  was  very  ably  tried  bv  distinguished 
gentlemen  of  the  bar,  and  the  result  is  well  known.  The 
plea  of  insanity  was  not  sustained;  the  culprit  was  found 
guilty,  and  is  now  serving  the  State  in  the  prison  at  Sing  Sing, 
on  a  sentence  of  five  years'  imprisonment. 

The  justice  of  the  verdict  and  sentence  is  apparent  from 
the  following  considerations : 

1.  Admitting  the  actual  existence  of  moral  insanity^  there 
was  no  sufficient  legal  proof  of  it. 

Neither  of  the  medical  gentlemen  called  by  the  prisoner's 
0Ounsel  was  an  expert  in  tnmnity.  One  was  a  general  prac- 
titioner in  medicine  and  surgery,  and  a  professor  of  surgery, 
and  the  other  a  practicing  physician,  as  well  as  a  professor 
of  obstetrics,  diseases  of  women  and  children,  and  of  medical 

I^unsprudence.  The  latter  was  for  two  vears  physician  to  the 
lew  X  ork  City  Prison,  where  he  saw  lunatics  almost  every 
day;  and  as  he  was  obliged  to  teach  on  the  subject  of  insanity, 
he  had,  of  course,  given  it  attention. 

In  the  eye  of  the  law,  neither  of  these  professors  was 
qualified  to  testify  as  an  expert  in  insanity.  Their  opinions, 
aa  medical  men,  might  be  deserving  of  consideration  and 
reapect  in  a  general  way ;  so  might  the  opinion  of  a  village 
doctor,  who  had  never  known  more  of  insanity  than  we 
amgle  case  of  his  neighborhood  ofiered  to  his  observation. 
The  opinions  of  doctors  are  often  sworn  to  before  juries ;  but 
the  weight  they  have  with  juries,  and  more  particularly  with 
judges,  depends  upon  the  opportunities  they  have  had  for 
critical  observation  and  special  knowledge  of  the  6ubject| 
rather  than  upon  their  general  reputation  as  men,  as  doctors, 
or  aa  professors.    Expertness  means  something  more  than 
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general  skill,  or  the  reputation  of  it ;  it  means  the  resiilt  of 
great  observation  and  experience,  applied,  in  a  someiAit 
exclusive  way,  to  a  particular  subject.   Dr.  Mott  is  an  expert 
in  surgery,  and  his  testimony  on  a  point  of  surgical  praetiee 
would  doubtless  be  accepted  as  that  of  an  expert ;  in  a  ctM 
of  poisoning  it  might  not ;  perhaps  Dr.  Chilton's  would  be 
more  satisfactory.     We  recollect  a  case  of  forgery  that  mi 
tried  a  few  years  since,  in  which  were  called,  as  witnessai, 
persons  who  had  for  years  been  engaged  in  banks,  and  in 
offices  connected  with  the  courts  of  justice ;  and  who  had  been, 
in  those  vocations,  under  the  constant  necessity  of  examiniDf 
hand- writing  and  signatures  to  papers,  and  who  were  repute! 
to  be  skilled  in  the  comparison  of  hands,  and  the  deteetioa 
of  forgery.   On  an  appeal  of  the  case,  the  testimony  of  tfaeM 
witnesses  was  rejected  by  an  eminent  judge,  because  th^ 
were  not  deemed  to  be,  in  a  legal  sense,  experts.     There  ait 
few  men  who  are  experts  in  all  the  branches  of  their  profSet* 
sion ;  and  in  this  country  particularly,  where  every  me£eil 
man  is  physician  and  surgeon,  and  perhaps  professor  b^da^ 
and  every  lawyer  is  both  attorney  and  counselor,  ezpertnefl^ 
in  the  strict  sense,  is  hardly  to  be  expected.   But  we  have  no 
space  to  pursue  this  point.  There  are  real  experts  in  insaaitr 
in  this  country,  as  well  as  abroad,  but  none  were  produced 
to  substantiate  Huntington's  defense,  and  for  that  reason  it 
was  legally  proper  that  it  should  fail. 

2.  Admitting  that  the  medical  witnesses  were  expert^ 
they  had  not  sufficient  opportunity  to  examine  the  accused 
and  decide  upon  his  case  as  one  of  insanity ^  particularly  d 
moral  insanity. 

One  of  the  witnesses  saw  the  culprit  once  only,  but  than 
had  two  interviews  with  him.  They  lasted  altogether  A 
hour  and  a  half,  one  hour  of  which  was  passed  in  convem- 
tion  with  him.  The  other  witness  had  two  interviewB  on 
two  several  days,  the  first  of  three-quarters  of  an  Aour,  tkB 
other  perhaps  as  long  or  longer,  but  the  duration  of  it  is 
not  specified. 

Now  here  are  three  or  four  hours  given  to  the  observatioB 
of  a  case  of  alleged  moral  insanity,  the  demonstrations  of 
which  are  of  the  faintest  sort,  and  likely  to  be  simulated, 
because  both  the  doctors  admit  that  the  accused  probably 
knew  who  they  were,  or  at  least  that  they  were  medical  men, 
scanning  his  conduct.  The  difficulty  of  detectinff  simulated 
insanity  is  generally  acknowledged  by  the  profession,  and 
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tbere  are  cases  on  record  where  montlis  of  close  observation 
bare  been  bestowed  bj  skillful  experts,  each  coming  to  a 
Afferent  conclusion. 

8.  But  taking  the  testimony  as  it  is  recorded,  there  is  no 
snfBcient  evidence,  whether  it  be  considered  psychologically, 
morally,  or  legally,  that  Huntington  ever  was  insane.  There 
IB  abundant  evidence,  to  be  sure,  that  he  was  a  reckless  man. 
But  recklessness  is  not  uncommon  among  those  who  pride 
themselves,  without  much  occasion  for  it,  upon  their  sharp- 
ness and  shrewdness,  and  who  would  scorn — as  Huntington 
had  (or  assumed)  the  grace  to  scorn — a  plea  of  insanity.  It 
18  not  always  easy  to  account  for  the  schemes  and  conduct 
of  a  villain,  because  villainy  is  not  the  normal  state  of  men, 
although  it  may  seem  to  be  fast  getting  to  be  so.  If  it  is  to 
be  palhated  by  scientific  excuses  of  moral  insanity,  or  other 
dubious  apologies  for  misconduct  and  crime,  the  period  is  not 
ftr  off  when  each  particular  offense  against  social  law  and 
order  will  have  its  particular  form  of  insanity,  real  or  simu- 
lated, presented  as  a  plea  to  ward  off  punishment,  and  when 
flie  whole  vocabulary  of  the  dead  languages  will  be  in  requi- 
sition to  provide  a  nomenclature  adapted  to  the  multifarious 
iniquities  to  which  men  are  prone. 

We  should  infer,  from  the  proofs,  that  Huntington  was 
not  a  very  profound  villain — tnat  his  intellect,  indeed,  was 
no  stronger  than  his  morals.  Long  practice  in  his  peculiar 
line  of  imposition  does  not  seem  to  have  sharpened  his  wits 
in  respect  to  the  modes  of  self-protection ;  but  his  feeling  of 
security,  on  the  other  hand,  showed  a  pretty  accurate  knowl- 
edge of  the  ways  of  Wall  Street,  where  barefaced  audacity  is 
apt  to  win  confidence  in  a  ratio  to  its  boldness. 

We  have  said  that  this  case  of  Huntington  was  ably  tried 
on  both  sides.  On  the  part  of  the  prosecution  particularly 
(considering  the  affecting  circumstances  under  which  the 
leading  counsel  conducted  it,  oppressed  as  he  was  by  a  severe 
and  most  touching  family  affliction)  it  was  tried  with  remark- 
able skill.  We  speak,  of  course,  with  special  reference  to  the 
eross-examination  of  the  medical  and  other  witnesses  on  the 
point  of  ineanitpj  and  the  summing  up  on  that  defense,  these 
particulars  bein^  more  within  our  province  than  the  purely 
ItgcU  points  of  the  case.  Respecting  these  points,  however, 
We  may  properly  say,  that  the  instructions  of  the  court  to 
the  jury  appear  to  conform  to  the  julicial  decisions  now  in 
force,  and  to  take  a  position  on  the  point  of  moral  ineanUy 
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which  most  necessarily  be  maintained  by  all  courts  and  ioriei 
until  a  legislative  act  shall  change  the  existing  law — a  change 
which,  according  to  our  present  conyictions,  is  rather  to  be 
deprecated  than  desired.  We  confess  that  we  are  not 
disposed  to  regard  that  particular  plea  with  great  fayor,  io 
long  as  the  question  it  involves  is  in  dispute  among  experta 
in  insanity,  and  especially  so  long  as  it  may  be  made  a 
plausible  pretext  for  shielding  common  wickedness  from 
merited  punishment,  and  a  substantial  defense  against  all  the 
crimes  in  the  calendar. 

The  ability  with  which  the  case  is  reported  also  deserves 
notice.  Although  voluminous,  it  presents  the  trial  in  all  its 
forms  of  opening,  of  testimony,  of  argument,  and  of  deter- 
mination,  as  to  questions  both  of  law  and  of  fact,  with  great 
fullness  and  detail.  To  read  it  is  to  be  present  at  the  trial 
in  every  respect  but  sight  and  hearine.  The  value  of  sndi 
reports  is  inestimable ;  and  although  they  appear  bulky  (this 
being  four  hundred  and  fifty  octavo  pages,  in  large  and  small 
type),  yet  they  enable  those  who  are  distant  from  the  actual 
scene  to  get  a  fair  view  of  it,  and  to  judge,  perhaps  better 
than  the  spectators  and  auditors,  of  the  weight  of  the  testi* 
mony  and  the  justice  of  the  decision.  That  the  decision,  in 
this  case,  was  right,  is,  in  our  judgment  unquestionable ;  and 
we  fervently  hope  that  like  decisions  will  always  terminate 
like  cases. — Amer.  Jaum.  of  Insanity, 


Doctors'   Bills. 

When  a  young  gentleman  who  has  no  incapacity  for  the 
enjoyment  for  baked  meats  and  pastry,  being  tried  with  beef 
can  eat  none,  being  tried  with  turkey  turns  against  poultry, 
chokes  in  the  struggle  to  get  pudding  down  and  even  lets  a 
strawberry  lie  whole  in  his  mouth  because  he  can  not  make 
up  his  mind  to  swallow  it,  there  is  a  question  that  may 
reasonably  occur  to  his  friends. — Can  he  be  hungry  ?  We 
are  good  friends  to  the  medical  profession,  and  we  have  now 
at  our  elbow  a  pile  of  Parliamentary  bills  that  have  been 
introduced  by  one  at  a  time  or  two  at  a  time— just  now  trial 
is  being  made  with  two  at  a  time — under  the  belief  that  each 
may  be  the  bill  beginning,  "  Whereas  it  is  expedient  td 
amend  the  laws  relating  to  the  medical  profession,"  which 
the  medical  profession  says  it  wants.     The  profession  crieSy 
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or  is  said  to  cry,  ^^  Beef  V*  gets  beef,  and  declares  it  too  tough 
or  too  tender,  too  dry  or  too  juicy.  Awajr  it  goes.  The  pro- 
fession cries— or  is  said  to  cry — "  pudding ! '  and  is  offered 
a  ^eat  choice  of  puddings,  but  eats  none.  The  profession 
only  wants  a  bit  of  cheese,  but  there  is  no  cheese  that  is  the 
cheese.  Tet  the  profession,  though  it  can  eat  nothing,  really 
seems  to  feel  uneasy  in  the  stomach.  As  friends,  we  sug- 
gest that,  perhaps  the  sense  is  one,  not  of  a  void  to  be  filled, 
but  of  a  weight  to  be  thrown  off.  The  similitude  is  less 
agreeable  than  apt.    We  take  another. 

A  young  lady,  tending  to  be  buxom,  feels  a  difficulty  in 
gitting  on,  complains  of  cold  in  the  extremities,  looks  blue 
in  the  face,  and  calls  in  a  variety  of  surgeons  and  physicians. 

The  young  lady's  name   is  Miss  Hygeia.     One  adyiser 

{prescribes  blisters  to  the  right  leg,  another  prescribes 
listers  to  the  left  leg ;  various  cunning  surgeons  even  sug- 
ffest  odd  morsels  of  amputation  here  and  there,  and  there 
18  no  potion  that  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  prescriptions 
laid  upon  her  table  for  her  benefit, — ^upon  the  table  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  The  young  lady  is  the  medical  profes- 
sion. Some  very  ordinary  persons,  who  are  not  cunning  at 
all,  don't  see  any  use  in  blistering  her  legs— cauterising  by 
law  the  medical  corporations — 6t  in  shaving  her  head,  and 
capping  her  behind  the  brain — taking  the  strength,  by  law, 
out  of  the  universities ;  and  think  it  a  wise  instinct  that 
keeps  her  from  the  swallowing  of  any  legal  potion.  It  is, 
they  say,  a  pure  case  of  tight  lacing.     Cut  her  stays. 

While  we  write,  two  rival  dockets  of  opinion  and  advice 
upon  her  case — medical  bills — are  before  the  public.  In 
each,  the  advice  is  to  put  her  in  some  sort  of  irons,  dose, 
and  bandage  her ;  in  neither  is  it  recommended  that  her 
chest  be  cut  loose,  and  allowed  to  work  as  it  can  work  if  left 
to  nature.  A  woman  can  live  without  being  fixed  in  a  ma- 
chine that  shall  inflate  her  lungs  for  her,  push  up  her  dia- 
phragm, and  regulate  the  rise  and  fisJl  of  every  rib.  So  can 
a  profession ;  though  the  legislators  for  physician,  surgeon 
and  apothecary  don't  appear  to  think  so.  Of  the  two 
courses  of  treatment  proposed  in  the  case  of  Hygeia  (the 
one  by  Mr.  Headlam,  the  other  by  Lord  Elcho),  one  involves 
more  cramping  and  dosing  than  the  other,  and  is,  therefore, 
by  so  much  worse  than  the  other.  If  either  be  adopted,  we 
shall  presently  have  reason  to  show  why  one  should  be  taken 
and  the  other  left,    but  we  have  in  the  first  place,  our  own 
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counsel  to  give.  Undoubtedly  Hygeia  is  blue  in  the  face; 
she  does  find  some  difficulty  in  getting  on,  she  is  very  muck 
starved  at  the  extremities,  and  is  weaJKer  than  she  ought  to 
be  about  the  head.  Something  must  be  done  for  her ;  but 
"what  ?  We  say,  do  not  dose,  bleed,  blister,  amputate,  or 
bandage ;  simply,  cut  her  stays. 

Setting  aside  metaphor,  let  us  ask  what  is  the  main  thing 
proposed  by  the  law-makers  ?— or  the  bill-makers ;  they  never 
get  so  far  as  to  the  making  of  a  law,  ^^  For  the  good  of  the 
public,^'  one  bill  declares  itself  to  be.  ^^For  the  good  of  the 
profession,  I  am,*'  says  another. 

Here  is  one  that  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Warburton,  Mr. 
Wakley,  and  Mr.  Hawes,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty, — whereas  and  because  it  was  "  expedient  that  all  male 

Persons  practising  medicine  in  the  United  Kingdom  should 
e  registered ;  and  that  all  properly  educated  medical  prac- 
titioners should  be  encouraged  to  exercise  their  profession,  in 
all  or  any  of  its  branches  in  whatsoever  parts  of  the  Brit* 
ish,'' — et  caetera.  The  bill  set  up  a  machmery  of  registran 
and  sub-registrars,  and  proposed  taxing  the  doctors  for  the 
means  of  paying  its  expenses.  It  proposed  to  get  up  a  medi- 

Ui  ~ 


cal  council  for  each  of  the  three  parts  of  the  United 
dom ;  in  each  council  there  were  to  be  thirty-six  men ;  m 
each  thirty-six  there  were  to  be  four-and-twenty  representa- 
tives chosen  by  the  universal  suflFrage  of  the  registered  prac- 
titioners, etc.,  etc. ;  also  there  was  to  be  a  general  election 
of  six  every  year,  etc.,  etc.  There  was  to  be  a  medical  sen- 
ate, as  there  is  a  clerical  senate  ( a  senate  among  senates), 
and  then  there  was  to  be  a  new  college  of  medicine.  We 
need  not  go  into  details.  It  is  not  at  all  surprising  to  us^ 
that  the  medical  profession  could  not  make  up  its  mind  that 
this  was  the  bill  of  bills. 

In  the  year  following,  Mr.  Hawes,  Mr.  Ewart,  and  Mr. 
Hutton  introduced  this  bill  again,  with  variations  of  detail ; 
the  chief  variation  being  the  extinction  of  the  idea  of  another 
college.  There  was  to  be  a  general  registration.  Bolus  and 
Scalpel  were  to  take  out  annual  certificates,  and  pay  for  them. 
There  was  to  be  a  Scotch  council  au  Irish  council,  and  an 
Eoglish  council,  of  twenty  in  each,  the  members  elected  by 
ballot.  They  were  to  form  a  lower  house  ;  and  there  was  to 
be  formed  of  its  select  men  an  upper  house  or  medical  sen- 
ate.    The  profession  naturally  did  not  care  greatly   to  be 
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bothered  with  the  addition  of  this  new  machinery  to  the 
clogs  already  tied  about  its  body. 

We  jump  to  the  years  forty-four  and  forty-five,  during 
which  Sir  James  Graham  was  engaged  in  compounding  a  pill 
for  the  doctors.  Forty-five  was  a  great  year  for  measures 
and  amended  measures.  Sir  James,  in  a  second  version  of  a 
former  device  of  his  own,  proposed  a  new  council  of  health, 
with  one  of  Her  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State  for 
president,  the  medical  Regius  Professor,  and  certain  other 
persons  for  members.  The  council  was  to  see  that  a  register 
was  kept,  to  see  that  examinations  were  of  the  right  sort,  and 
to  protect  as  well  as  meddle  with  existing  medical  corporations, 
leaving  them  their  monopolies  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
intact.  This  bill  was  takeili  into  a  committee  room,  whence 
it  emerged  with  a  new  royal  college  of  general  practitioners 
fastened  to  its  tail.  But  the  profession  didn't  really  care 
l^bout  state  councils  and  royal  colleges.  The  bill  was  torn 
'down  ;  and,  in  the  succeeding  year,  a  new  bill  was  pasted 
over  it  by  Mr.  Wakley  and  Mr.  Warburton.  This  bill  aimed 
simply  at  securiug  registration.  It  went  into  committee  and 
came  out  an  amended  bill ;  of  which  the  purport  was  that  all 
qualified  surgeons  were  to  be  compelled  to  take  in,  as  a  sort 
of  annual,  price  five  shillings,  their  marriage  lines  to  the 
profession  whereto  they  were  joined,  and  be  able  to  prove  by 
them,  and  by  them  only,  that  they  were  wedded  to  it  lawfully. 
The  doctors  didn't  care  very  much  about  these  marriage  lines. 
They  were  proposed  to  them  again  in  the  year  following, 
with  the  addition  of  some  machinery  for  enabling  a  *^  said 
Secretary  of  State*'  to  secure  uniformity  of  qualification 
Among  doctors.  The  profession  didn't  believe  in  this  either. 
We  bn^e  off  the  catalogue  and  come  at  once  to  the  time 
present — ^which  begins  last  year. 

Mr.  Headlam  introduced  last  year  a  new  medical  bill, 
which  suffered  metamorphosis  in  a  committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  This  year  the  metamorphosised  bill  appears 
in  the  House  under  Lord  Elcho's  guardianship,  and  the  un- 
altered bill  also  appears  in  the  House,  it  being  again  brought 
forward  by  Mr.  Headlam. 

Before  we  describe  the  substance  of  the  two  new  proposi- 
tions, we  must  state  one  very  essential  fact ;  because,  in  the 
different  modes  of  dealing  with  this  fact,  there  lies  the  real 
difference  between  the  spirit  of  the  one  bill  and  the  spirit  of 
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the  other.  There  are  two  sets  of  eziminiiig  bodies  in  Gresl 
Britian,  first,  the  corporations  of  physiciaDSi  of  surgeonSy  and 
of  apothecaries ;  second,  the  seyeral  oniTersitiei.  The  nni- 
versities  can  grant  degrees,  of  which  some  do  and  some  do 
not  convey  the  rieht  of  practice,  and  some  give  the  right  cf 

fractice  ovXj  within  a  giren  area.  The  general  spirit  of  Ifr. 
[eadlam's  bill  is  to  protect  the  corporations  and  keep  down 
the  universities ;  the  general  spirit  of  the  other  bill  is  to 
protect  the  universities  and  keep  down  some,  at  least,  of  the 
corporations.  Each,  at  the  same  time,  set  up  a  medwsl 
council  and  a  scheme  of  registration. 

So  we  have  in  the  new  bUls  a  strong  fiunilY  likeness  to  the 
whole  gallery  of  their  predecessors.  Medical  reform  is  ntiH 
held  to  be  the  destroying  of  something  that  does  exist  and 
the  creating  of  something  that  does  not  exist.  As  commonly 
proposed,  it  is  the  destruction  of  some  bit  of  life  and  tut 
creation  of  some  bit  of  machinery  in  place  of  it. 

But  the  thing  really  wanted  is  more  fulness  of  life  and  less 
restriction.  Wnile  the  bandaging  of  the  afflicted  professio* 
has  been  discussed  year  after  year  in  ParUament,  the  afllictod 
profession  itself,  restive  or  indifferent  about  every  such  pro- 
posal, has  been  developing  fast,  and  working  its  way  nobly 
forward  to  a  higher  life.  Except  the  London  College  of 
Physicians,  there  is  scarcely  a  medical  examining  body  in  the 
kingdom  that  has  not  made  more  or  less  rapid  aavance  in  its 
demands  on  the  wit  of  candidates  for  its  approval ;  and  in 
the  very  front  of  this  great  forward  movement  there  now 
stands  the  University  of  London.  It  is,  we  think,  simply 
absurd  to  propose  the  delivery  of  this  young  giant  of  a 
calling,  tied  and  bound,  into  the  hands  of  any  single  state 
council,  or  of  any  corporation.  To  deliver  up  the  profession 
of  physic  in  England  as  serf  to  the  London  College  of  Physi- 
cians— one  consequence  of  Mr.  Headlam's  propositions — is 
of  all  conceivable  mistakes  the  worst.  That  body  includes 
many  veiy  able  men ;  but,  as  a  body,  is  so  starved  by  the 
legal  fiction  that  its  F.  R.  C.  P's,  are  the  Few  Really  Compe* 
tent  Persons  practising  medicine  in  the  metropolis,  that  there 
is  not  a  more  decrepit  corporation  to  be  found  in  the  three 
kingdoms.  Some  little  time  ago,  when  a  medical  journal 
said  that  a  certain  physician  of  mark  had  applied  for  and  ob- 
tained the  fellowship  of  the  London  College,  that  physician 
thought  it  due  to  his  credit  to  write  to  the  medical  journal 
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and  explain  that  he  did  not  ask  the  college  to  eive  ;  but  that 
on  the  part  of  the  college  he  was  asked  to  take.  The  col- 
lege has  nothing  to  rely  upon  but  the  prestige  of  an  old 
liame  and  a  reputation  bolstered  up  by  law.  It  is  as  dead  as 
tilie  dead  tongue  in  which  it  carries  on  the  farce  of  an  exami- 
nation with  its  candidates.  Nothing  short  of  the  abandoning 
of  its  monopolies  will  bring  its  blood  again  into  free  circula- 
tion. Corporations  could  work  under  the  defense  of  monopo- 
Kes  in  those  old  days  when  men  worked  under  the  defense  of 
helmet,  breastplate,  gauntlet,  greaves,  and  buckler.  Now-a- 
days  there  are  many  fragments  of  old  charter  still  in  use, 
they  are  fit  only  to  be  exhibited  at  Manchester  in  the  same 
oases  with  the  old  armour  and  firelocks  of  three  centuries 
•go. 

We  are  persuaded  that  what  the  medical  profession  really 
wants  in  this  age  of  its  most  rapid  progress,  is  a  complete 
abandonment  of  the  dead  principle  of  protection,  and  the 
admission  of  free  trade  throughout  its  borders.  The  article 
to  be  produced — as  all  the  bill-makers  protest — is  a  well 
educated  practitioner  of  medicine.    We  are  more  likely  to 

St  this  when  there  are  fifty  licensing  bodies,  all  dependent 
r  their  life  on  their  good  reputation  and  competing  for  pre- 
cedence of  credit,  than  when  there  is  one  central  council 
managing  everything,  and  there  are  one  or  two  fat  corpora- 
tions undertaking  to  do  all  the  work  in  a  sweet  concord  with 
the  denizens  of  Downiug  Street. 

It  is  said  that  we  have  here  a  special  case  to  which  it  is  not 

Kssible  to  apply  the  principle  of  competition.  That  licensing 
dies  have  a  tendency  to  underbid  each  other,  and  to  pass 
incompetent  men  for  the  sake  of  pocketing  thdr  fees.  The 
plan  was  tried  by  one  or  two  bodies,  and  was  found  so  ruin- 
ous—so perfectly  analogous  to  the  killing  of  the  goose  which 
laid  the  eolden  egsi — that  the  utmost  pains  were  taken  to 
give  publicity  to  the  fact  of  its  abandonment. 

London  corporations  sometimes  sneer  at  the  Scotch  univer- 
sities. A  London  practitioner  is  often  heard  to  say  that  a 
St.  Andrew's  degree  is  ^ood  for  nothing.  But  we  find,  on 
inquiry,  that  only  last  Rlay,  of  fifty-seven  candidates  for  the 
M.  D.  of  St.  Andrew's,  fourteen  were  rejected  ;  and  that,  of 
the  fourteen,  all  but  one  had  obtained  licences  and  diplomas 
of  other  privileged  corporations,  chiefly  in  England.  Eng- 
lish general  practitioners  every  year  show  in  many  cases  that 
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they  are  not  up  to  the  SL  Andrew's  mvl^  wluteTer  thai  maj 
be.  There  is  another  fact.  Pablic  opinion  in  the  profe8sio& 
does  not  regard  a  degree  obtained  at  d t  Andrew's  Uaiyersitj 
as,  by  itself,  a  complete  title  to  practise  physic  The  conse- 
quence is  that  during  the  last  ele7en  years,  fire  hundred  and 
seventy-three  persons  have  obtained  that  decree  at  Aber- 
deen ;  and,  in  this  number,  there  were  only  thirtr-fonr  who 
so  much  as  applied  for  a  diploma  without  being  already  iiir* 
nished  with  another  licence :  while,  even  of  the  thirty-fimr, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  jgreater  number  afterwards 

{ presented  themselves  elsewhere  for  examination.  Does  this 
ook  as  if  medical  licensing  bodies  thought  it  worth  while  to 
underbid  each  other,  or  as  if  medical  men  found  their  ae> 
count  in  getting  a  small  licence  to  practise  on  the  eauesl 
terms  and  in  the  cheapest  market? 

Our  belief  is,  thai;  the  thing  really  wanted  by  the  mediesl 
profession,  is  permission  to  take  freely  its  own  manner  of 
growth.  Let  no  establishment, — ^whether  an  old  ^oild  or  a 
new  university,— -daim  any  title  to  respect  that  it  can  not 
make  good,  and  let  the  leaa  be  taken  by  whatever  body  can 
command  it  best.  Let  there  be  no  ucensing  to  practice 
within  so  many  miles  of  Chariuff  Cross,  and  not  beyond. 
Within  reasonfluble  bounds  let  all  hcensing  bodies  have  fiiU 
play  for  their  best  energies,  and  let  a  man^dedared  competent 
to  physic  his  neighbor  on  one  side  of  the  Tweed,  physic  him 
also  on  the  other  side.  Let  no  institution  have  about  itself 
an  atmosphere  poisoi.ous  to  men  licensed  by  any  rival  body. 
Let  every  licence  be  a  licence,  full  and  frank ;  only,  when- 
ever a  man  practises,  let  it  be  known  whence  his  licence 
comes,  and  how  much  it  is  worth.  Experience  of  late  years 
has  clearly  shown  that  the  tendency  of  competition  among 
licensing  bodies  is  to  increase  the  strictness  of  the  test  applied 
to  candidates,  it  bein^  felt  that  this  determines,  more  than 
anything,  the  value  of  the  licence  and  the  degree  of  respect 
paid  to  the  body  giving  it.  Now,  what  do  the  manufactures 
of  parliamentary  bills  for  the  doctors  usually  want? 

They  want  a  public  registration  of  all  qualified  practition- 
ers, and  an  uniform  stanoard  of  qualification,  generally  de- 
termined by  some  sort  of  professional  Privy  Council,  Parlia- 
ment or  House  of  Convocation. 

There  can  be  no  harm  in  an  official  register.  Private  en- 
terprise has  indeed  already  furnished  two  medical  directorieSi 


\ 


SelecUd  Article.  689 

pnbliehed  annually,  and  containing  the  names  and  qualifica- 
tions of  all  legal  practitioners'  of  medicine  Jealousy  and 
aelf-interest  keep  watch  over  the  accuracy  of  these  yolumes  ; 
they  are  cheap  and  a  patient  who  may  happen  to  know  so 
little  about  his  medical  adyiser  as  to  wish  to  look  his  name 
out  in  a  dictionary,  may  as  well,  we  think,  turn  to  a  cheap 
medical  directory  managed  by  priyate  enterprise  under  the 
eorrectiye  influence  of  competition,  as  to  a  dear  article  of  the 
same  sort  compiled  in  an  ostentatious,  cumbrous  way  by  the 
official  medical  council,  and  one  of  her  Majesty's  principal 
Secretaries  of  State.  The  register,  we  may  be  sure,  will  not 
be  more  popular  for  being  a  blue  book  instead  of  a  red  book. 
But,  we  do  not  dwell  upon  that  j^oint.  A  trustworthy  medi* 
eal  directory  is  a  good  thing,  ana  such  a  work  may  need  an 
Act  of  Parliament  for  its  production— 4)r  it  may  not. 

The  next  is  the  troublesome  point — ^uniformity  of  test. 
That  notion  is,  we  are  conyinced,  moonshine.  To  haye 
uniformity  of  test  in  examination,  one  must  haye  uni- 
formity of  brains  in  all  examiners,  and  uniformity  of  ready 
wit  in  all  the  candidates.  On  the  whole,  up  to  a  certain 
point,  the  tougher  the  examination  has  been  the  more  it  is 
worth ;  but  the  best  parts  of  a  man's  skill  are  those  that  can 
not  be  brought  out — except  by  one  examiner  out  of  a  thou- 
sand— in  the  way  of  catechism.  Gomparatiye  ignorance 
with  tact,  may  find  its  use  among  the  sick  more  surely  than 
dull  knowledge  that  does  not  giye  heed  to  the  mere  instincts 
of  quick  wit.  There  are  not  two  practitioners  in  Britain  uni- 
formly qualified ;  and  we  belieye  that  the  differences  between 
mind  and  mind,  after  examination  has  been  passed,,  are  so 
great,  as  to  reduce  to  insignificance  the  yalue  of  a  few  ques- 
Qons,  more  or  less,  in  the  preliminary  test.  A  physician  who 
has  obtained  his  degrees  with  honors  recognised  as  honors 
br  his  fraternity,  may  be  content  with  the  seal  thus  set  on 
Ills  preliminary  studies,  and  thenceforward  practise  as  if  all 
the  ends  of  study  were  achieyed.  His  friend,  who  narrowly 
escaped  rejection  at  the  easiest  examining  board  to  which  he 
Oould  apply  for  a  diploma,  may  haye  been  admonished  of  his 
slender  competence  in  knowledge,  and  impelled  to  study  as 
lie  works  on  in  the  world.  In  fiye  years  the  position  oi  the 
men  is  reyersed.  By  the  preliminary  test  in  medicine,  as  in 
idl  other  walks  of  life,  the  subsequent  career  can  seldom  be 
determined. 
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We  do  not  belie7e»  then  tliat  it  matters  a  jot  to  the  pro- 
fession or  pablio  whether  there  be  ten  or  a  hundred  licennng 
bodies  in  Great  Britain  to  whom  students  may  appl^  for 
leave  to  practise  medicine,  so  long  as  it  is  made  certain  bj 
the  course  of  past  experience,  and  by  the  increasing  height  of 
the  ground  taken  by  its  practitioners  on  behalf  of  physic 
and  surgery,  that  nobody  will  get  a  legal  qualification  who 
has  not  spent  several  years  in  a  fixed  course  of  training  for 
his  work)  and  who  has  not  satisfied  certain  examiners.  Of 
these  examiners,  the  easiest  we  know,  measure  their  candS* 
dates  by  as  high  a  standard  as  a  Securetary  of  State  would 
find  it  prudent  or  just  to  assim  as  a  minimum. 

Thus  far  we  have  expressed  our  opinion  of  die  bills  usually 
firamed  relative  to  doctors.  Of  the  two  doctor's  bills  intro- 
duced  durinff  the  present  session  we  have  sundry  thinn  to 
say,  and  if  Uiey,  or  either  of  them,  be  proceeded  wiui  in 
Parliament,  we  shall  proceed  to  the  discussion  of  them  in 
this  journal  also.  But  if  they  be  dropped^  we  shall  save  our 
ink  and  paper. — Sou$ehold  trordb. 


Death  of  Charlotte  Bronte. 

The  death  of  Charlotte  Bronte  is  the  saddest  fact  in  a  life 
whose  key-note  was  sorrow,  and  whose  melancholy  music 
filled  the  very  atmosphere  in  which  she  lived,  and  moved, 
and  had  her  beiug.  She  may  almost  be  said  to  have  been 
baptized  in  the  dark  waters  of  death.  Her  mother  died 
when  she  was  about  five  years  of  ase,  and,  in  quick  succes- 
sion, four  sisters  and  her  only  brotner. 

It  was  not  a  common  family,  that  of  Charlotte  Bronte. 
Two  of  her  sisters  died  young,  but  lived  long  enough  to  indi* 
cate  that  they  would  have  left  their  mark  on  their  times. 
The  two  elder  sisters  gave  the  same  evidences  of  their  power 
in  written  works.  Her  brother  had  large  intellectual  endow- 
ment and  culture,  but  worse  than  wasted  all  that  misht  have 
greatly  distinguished  him.  We  do  not  design  in  this  notice 
of  one  whose  life  has  been  so  admirably  written  by  Mrs.  Gas- 
kill,  and  which  all  readers  have  read,  to  review  this  work. 
And  yet  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  say  that  it  is  a  record 
of  a  remarkable  person,  who  in  the  micbt  and  pressure  of 
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severe  trial,  never  failed  in  duty  to  herself,  and  to  all  to 
whose  well-being  she  could  in  any  way  contribute.  She  was 
small,  delicate  in  person — apparently  incapable  of  effort. 
Yet  she  meets,  or  makes  occasion  for  intellectual,  moral  and 
physical  action,  which  in  its  detail  astonishes  us  by  its  rarity, 
and  still  more  by  its  success.  She  writes  with  startling 
strength — ^brings  before  you  men  and  women,  her  own  crea- 
tions, and  reveals  what  is  in  them,  both  in  their  word  or 
work^  in  language  and  act  which  leaves  little  ground  for 
question,  one  goes  to  a  foreign  country,  of  different  lan- 
mege  from  her  own — ^goes  alone,  by  the  guidance  of  the  same 
instinct  which  always  accompanies  a  true  object,  and  accom- 
plishes all  she  attempts.  She  writes,  and  while  her  manu- 
aorips  are  gathering  dust  on  the  publisher's  shelves,  she 
writes  on,  nothing  daunted,  and  at  length  comes  forth  as  an 
author,  and  declares  anonymously,  her  gigantic  power. 
**Who  wrote  Jane  Eyre?"  is  the  question.  "Not  a  man,'' 
mjB  one,  **for  a  man  would  not" — "Not  a  woman,"  says 
another,  "  for  a  woman  could  not." 

Pardon  us,  for  we  have  for  a  moment  deviated  from  our 
purpose— to  speak  of  the  death  of  Charlotte  Bronte.  We 
could  not  but  say  a  word  of  a  life  so  sad  as  was  hers,  and  for 
tbe  reason  that  m  an  event  which  was  to  her  an  unmixed 
felicity,  she  found  death.  Sadly,  in  deep  sadness,  do  we  ask, 
was  it  not  a  fitting  coronation  of  such  a  genius,  and  such  a 
life? 

Charlotte  Bronte  married  late  in  life.  Her  father  opposed 
ber  marriage,  and  the  daughter  could  not  marry  the  man  she 
80  deeply  loved,  as  her  marriage  must  separate  her  from  her 
fiather,  now  more  than  eighty  years  of  age,  and  with  no  liv-* 
ing  creature  of  his  house,  but  her  left.  At  last,  her  father's 
oonsent  is  given  and  she  is  married.  This  was  an  event  in 
Haworth.  Every  body  came  to  the  wedding.  Charlotte  had 
been  the  friend  of  all  the  poor.  She  would  traverse,  in  snow 
and  rain,  the  wild  moors  of  her  home,  to  carry  something  for 
the  sick  child  or  parent,  or  to  do  something  for  them.  Every 
body  knew  her,  and  every  body  loved  her.  Says  Mrs.  Cras- 
billy  "  many  old  and  humble  friends  where  there,  seeing  her 
look  like  a  snow-drop."  Her  bridal  dress,  after  a  few 
months,  became  her  shroud. 

Bhe  became  pregnant,  and  soon  after  experienced  the  or- 
dinary symptoms  of  that  state,  but  which  rapidly  became 
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morbidly  severe.  Nausea,  Tomiting  and  fidntnets ;  andfiunt- 
ing,  at  nrst  freoiient,  became,  at  length,  constant.  The  8i|^ 
of  food  was  sumcient  to  produce  them  all  in  most  distressmg 
forms.  Said  one,  *^  a  wren  would  have  starred  on  what  she 
ate  during  those  last  six  weeks/'  A  physician  was  calM. 
^^  He  came,  and  assigned  a  natural  caose  fer  her  nuaerable 
indisposition ;  a  litUe  patience,  and  all  wonld  be  riffht." 

From  the  record,  nothing  more  seems  to  ha?e  been  sud 
or  done  in  this  case.  We  copy  the  following  from  Mrs. 
Gaskill,  because  of  its  professional  interest,  and  aa  showing 
something  of  the  sufferer's  state  in  the  last  moments  of  bar 
life. 

*^  Long  days  and  lon^r  nigbts  went  by ;  still  the  same 
relentless  nausea  and  famtness,  and  still  Innme  on  in  patient 
trust.  About  the  third  week  in  March  ( it  was  early  in  the 
new  year,  1865,  that  the  symptoms  first  appeared),  there  was 
a  change ;  a  low,  wandering  delirium  came  on ;  and  in  it^  she 
begged  constantly  for  fooc^  and  eren  for  stimulants.  She 
swallowed  eagerly  now ;  but  it  was  too  late.  Wakening,  for 
instant  from  this  stupor  of  intelligence,  she  saw  her  hus- 
band's woe-worn  fiehce,  and  caught  Uie  sound  of  some  mur- 
mured words  of  prayer  that  Ctod  would  spare  her.  ^  Oh ! ' 
she  whispered  forth,  ^  I  am  not  going  to  die,  am  1 7  He  wOl 
not  separate  us,  we  have  been  so  happy.'  " 

She  died  Saturday  morning,  March  olst. 

It  is  of  the  professional  relations  of  our  subject — the 
treatment  of  the  signs  of  pregnancy  when  morbidly  aggraTa- 
ted,  that  we  would  now  speu.  Was  the  cauie  the  moHm 
cavae  of  those  symptoms  which  produced  death  in  Charlotte 
Bronte,  removed  ?  the  question  is  of  great  interest.  Nearly 
half  a  century  ago,  it  was  our  privilege  to  attend  the  mid- 
wifery lectures  of  Dr.  John  Haighton,  in  London ;  and  a 
better  lecturer  than  Haighton,  is  not  in  our  memory.  He 
discussed  this  question  of  removing  the  ca/UMe  of  these  symp- 
toms, and  showed  conclusively  that  in  cases  in  which  other 
means  had  failed,  and  the  worst  consequences  were  to  be 
looked  for,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  physicians  to  remove  the 
eauBe  viz.,  to  remove  the  fcetu»  from  the  womb.  Haighton 
related  his  experience,  and  dwelt  on  the  opposition  he  had 
met  with  in  consultations,  to  such  measures  as  he  knew  could 
alone  save  life.  More  recently  we  have  spoken  with  emi- 
nent men  abroad,  on  this  subject,  and  have  met  with  objeo- 
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tions  to  the  practice ;  or,  when  it  has  been  allowed  to  be 
proper,  it  has  been  after  so  much  evil  has  been  done  that 
there  has  hardly  been  any  reason  to  look  for  success  from  it. 

We  have  felt  it  our  duty  to  resort  to  the  measure  under 
consideration,  and  in  every  case  recovery  has  been  rapid  and 
complete.  We  have  known  death  to  happen  when  the  mea- 
sure has  been  rejected  bv  patient  or  friends,  and  where  all 
other  means  have  been  raithfully  used.  In  one  case  it  was 
clear  that  death  must  occur,  if  things  remained  as  they  were, 
but  in  which  the  mother  of  the  patient  would  not  consent  to 
the  measure;  unless  the  physicians  who  advised  it  would  in 
the  first  place  guarantee  its  success.  The  attending  physi- 
cian would  not  do  this  ;  and  soon  after  our  consultation  we 
heard  of  the  patient's  death. 

In  another  instance,  the  ladv  lived  in  a  distant  State.  She 
was  a  clergyman's  wife,  ana  of  the  Church  of  England. 
She  was  reduced  by  nausea  and  vomiting  to  excessive  weak- 
ness, and  absolutely  could  keep  nothing  on  her  stomach.  It 
was  between  the  second  and  fourth  months  of  pregnancy.  The 
foetus  was  removed,  and,  in  twenty-four  hours  after,  we  found 
her  heartily  eating  solid  food,  and  she  was  soon  well.  The 
operation  was  performed  on  the  same  patient  a  second  time 
under  the  same  circumstances,  and  with  the  same  result. 
Let  it  be  remembered  that  this  practice  was  not  attempted 
until  full  trial  had  been  made  of  the  most  approved  methods 
of  treatment,  and  after  the  best  evidence  that  the  disease  was 
rapidly  increasing.  In  another  lady  it  was  not  until  convul- 
sive movements  had  occurred  in  the  universal  exhaustion, 
that  the  measure  was  adopted.  This  patient  recovered,  and 
this  was  a  second  trial  of  it  in  the  same  patient. 

We  dwell  on  these  cases,  because  a  grave  moral  question 
18  involved  in  our  subject ;  and  to  say  that  it  is  only  in  those 
cases  in  which  life  is  clearly  in  jeopardy,  that  any  physician 
who  deserves  the  name,  would  for  a  moment  entertain  the 
question  we  are  considering.  It  is  then  as  a  remedy ^  and 
only  to  be  used  under  what  we  believe  are  really  desperate 
circumstances. 

Whether  the  cause  was  removed  in  Charlotte  Bronte's 
case,  or  whether  she  died  of  pregnancy,  we  know  not.  We 
know  not  what  was  the  limit  of  that  ^^  little  patience,  when 
all  would  go  right."  But  as  the  disease  continued  unrelieved 
till  death,  may  it  not  be  asked  if  the  cause  of  that  disease 
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did  not  remain  ondiBturbed  till  it  became  the  cause  of  death? 
The  question  is  put,  becaase  in  no  like  case  which  has  cooe 
under  our  care,  however  UDpromisingi  has  death  occured  after 
the  removal  of  the  contents  of  the  womb. 

The  Bectory  at  Haworth  is  now  desolate.  Its  venerable 
head,  in  his  extreme  age,  stands  erect  and  alone,  literally  in 
the  midst  of  the  graves  of  all  his  house ;  and  before  him,  m 
his  church,  is  the  simple  tablet  on  which  is  recorded  the 
names,  the  ages  and  the  death,  of  his  wife  and  all  of  ~ 
Children.  Walter  CHANKnra. 

[  Bo9ton  Med.  and  Surg.  JaumaL] 
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LAU  sumioa. 
Since  our  return  from  this  rogion,  now  beeoming  jnstlj  celebta- 
ted  as  a  sxmimer  resort  for  invalids,  we  have  ftlt  that  we  eoold  not 
confer  a  greater  favor  on  our  readers  than  to  laj  before  them  some 
of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  trip.    The  noveltj  of  the 
scenes  visited,  the  cool,  bracing  and  sod-reviving  atmosphere,  tbe 
voyage  through  Lakes  Michigan,  Superior,  Huron,  St.  Clair  and 
Erie,  all  combine  to  cheer  and  invigorate  the  invalid,  and  to  make 
him  feel,  with  the  lamented  Brake  (*)  that  he  has  escaped  from  *'the 
region  of  miasms,  musquitoes,  congestive  fevers,  cafemd,  intennit- 
tents,  ague-cakes,  liver  diseases,  janndice  (cfmtlof  them  all !  Ed.), 
cholera  morbus,  dyspepsia,  blue  devils  and  duns  !  on  the  whole  of 
which  he  looks  back  with  gay  indifierence,  if  not  a  feeling  of  good- 
natured  contempt."    The  paper,  from  which  we  have  quoted,  fills 
some  twenty-six  pages  of  the  Western  Journal,  and  in  this  Dr. 
Drake  describes,  in  his  own  incomparable  style,  the  attractiosi 
ofifered  to  the  traveler,  and  the  benefits  to  be  derived  by  a  hikt 
sojourn  in  these  higher  latitudes.   Some  of  our  readers  are  doubtless 
familiar  with  another  paper  on  modem  traveling,  by  the  same 
distinguished  author,  which  was  addressed  to  valetudinarians,  and 
published  in  the  Western  Journal  for  September,  1827.    In  this, 

*  The  NortlMm  Laket,  A&ammcr  Resort  for  InraUdt  of  theSoaih.  By  DnWI)nke,lL9i 
ia  ttM  Wotam  Jotunal  of  Medidne  and  Su^tiy,  Dec,  IStt. 
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with  the  terrors  of  the  dyspeptic  before  his  mind,  he  warns  the 
invalid  against  "chickens  that  sing  their  own  death  song  under  his 
dining  room  windows,  and  which  are  brought  on  the  table  with  less 
of  culinary  than  vital  heat  in  their  systems  ;  rancid  and  fat  bacon 
oonverted  into  horn,  and  hot  unleavened  biscuit  saturated  with  laid.'* 
Now,  although  Dr.  Drake  had  a  view  of  '  the  promised  land,'  we 
believe  that  he  never  sailed  over  the  deep  icy- waters  of  Lake  Supe- 
rior, nor  did  he  inhale  the  exhilarating  breezes  which  fan  the  residents 
of  Marquette  and  Ontonagon.  Had  he  have  felt  these,  be  would  not 
:  have  graduated  his  scale  of  digestion  according  to  the  experiments 
of  Beaumont,  or  those  who  have  repeated  them.  In  onr  latitude, 
the  chickens  and  the  bacon  referred  to  by  the  Doctor,  might  properly 
come  under  the  head  of  what  Kit  North  would  denominate  *  mel- 
ancholy meat,'  but  in  the  latitude  of  Lake  Superior,  when  dinner 
kour  arrives,  no  man  stops  to  enquite  whether  he  is  to  deal  with 
'  old  cocks  with  Uack  heads,  or  old  hens  with  brown,'  or  whether 
they  are  warmed  by  culinary  or  vital  heat.  Shanghaes  and  homy 
bacon,  and  even  unleavened,  lard-saturated  biscuit  are  alike  wel- 
ooned  by  his  insatiable  stomach.  Here,  digestion  acknowledges 
no  fixed  laws,  and  quantwn  iufieit  is  never  known.  Here, 
Ikere  is  no  modus  in  rebui,  and  with  Maga  the  Immortal  I 
most  nneqnivocally  do  we  realiEe,  that,  "of  all  the  transitory 
iMiings  of  us  transitory  creatures  on  our  transit  through  this 
Innsitory  world,  the  most  transitory  ever  experienced,  is  the 
Mnee  of  satiecy  in  eating."  Dr.  Kitchiner  will  here  find  few  be- 
liiven  in  his  silly  doctrine  (Oracle  for  Invalids),  that  traveling 
iteelf  aets  as  a  stimulus,  broo  less  nourishment  is  required  than  in 
ft  state  of  rest.  Gratefully  we  acknowledge  the  justice  of  our  oft- 
qnoted  Maga,  in  the  following  critique  of  the  above-named  'Oracle :' 
*'  We  don't  care  a  curse  about  stimulus.  What  we  want  in  Bodn  a 
case,  is  lots  of  fresh  food ;  and  we  hold  that  under  such  circum- 
stances, a  man  with  a  sound  Tory  Church-and-King  stomach  and 
constitution,  cannot  over-eat  himself — ^no,  not  for  his  immortal 
aool." 

It  is  a  true  saying  that  a  good  digestion  tumeth  all  to  health. 
Another  summer,  and  some  of  our  readers  with  a  bad  digestion 
may  be  teen  with  a  face  that  they  would  not  wear  for  the  painter, 
and  to  audi  we  say,  if  you  would  exchange  your  tint  of  Turkey 
xlrabarb  for  hues  of  gorgeous  beauty,  in  the  pure  air  of  these 
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ngianB  yon  may  find  a  cosmetic  of  greatorvaliie  tban  the  baltia 

of  Mecca,  or  ynmillioii  pigment.    Othen  may  (all  into  a  itale  of 

tabes  mesenieriea,  and  Oalvin  Edeon  like,  be  stripped  of  their  tktk 

this  side  the  grave.    We  mnst  confess  to  a  deep  and  abidiBg  horror 

of  Pharaoh's  kan-kine,  and  the  thought  of  a  slow  deeaj,  from  sa 

imperfect  alimentation,  is  more  terrible  than  was  the  thoq^  of 

drowning  to  Jack  Falstaff.    Oive  to  icff  the  '  oei^poiif  diathesis*  of 

our  distingaished  friend,  Professor  Gross,  (vid.  his  Pathdqgiesl 

Anatomy).  Tes,  rather  than  shrivel  np  and  walk  the  earth  a  Umg 

skeleton,  we  would  rather  be  a  *  ton  of  a  man,'  and  like  a  drowsed 

FalstaiT,  nM  nntil  we  had  become  *  a  mountain  of  a  mummy.'    If 

any  of  onr  brethren  are  threatened  with  atrophy,  we  entreat  them  to 

fly  to  this  Northern  dime,  where  the  sight  of  a  smoking  romp-stsak; 

or  a  Mackinaw  trout,  a  Lake  Superior  white-fish,  or  the  iat  siskawil 

will  cause  tears  of  gratitude  to  flow,  and  with  no  fear  <rf  a  had 

digestion  before  them,  they  may  unfeignedly  ezdaim 

"  What  an  exoelleat  thing  did  God  bestow  on  man, 
When  he  did  five  him  a  good  stomaeh  1" 

Our  fermula  for  those  who  need  refuwijminff  may  be  thos  briefly 
ezprassed.  About  the  first  of  August  take  the  cars  for  Chicago. 
Enquire  for  that  excellent  craft,  the  **  Lady  Elgin,"  and  place  yoa^ 
self  at  once  under  the  care  of  her  skillful,  experienced  and  most 
worthy  commander,  Gapt  Tompkins.  Tiien  you  will  sail  through 
Lake  Michigan,  Mackinaw  Straits,  St  Mary's  River,  and  having 
passed  the  **  Soo,"  you  will  enter  upon  the  brosd  expanse  of  Lske 
Superior.  Having  spent  a  few  weeks  at  Marquette  and  Ontonagon, 
take  on  your  return  one  of  the  steamers  for  Cleveland,  which  will 
pass  you  through  Lakes  Huron,  St  Clair  and  Erie.  If  our  pre- 
scription fails  to  restore  to  you  '  a  souncL  Tory  Church-and-King 
stomach  and  constitation,'  then  is  your  case  beyond  the  reach  of 
hope. 


XEDioAL  soonBins. 
The  importance  of  local  medical  societies  as  a  means  of  improv- 
ing and  elevating  our  profession,  does  not  appear  to  be  genersUy 
appreciated.  Evidence  of  the  want  of  interest  there  is  npon  this 
subject,  is  to  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  committee  on  medicsl 
societies  presented  to  the  State  society  last  year.    Ohio  contains 
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about  eighty  counties,  yet  only  twenty  answers  were  received  to  the 
circular  of  the  committee  making  enquiries  in  regard  to  local 
societies.  There  seems  to  be  only  about  half  a  dozen  societies  in 
the  State  in  active  existence-— of  the  others,  some  show  faint 
symptoms  of  vitality  at  long  intervals,  others  are  in  a  state  of 
suspended  animation,  and  many  more  are  dead  and  beyond  any 
power  of  resurrection. 

That  much  positive  evil  results  to  the  profession  from  this  state 
of  listless  inactivity,  and  that  more  positive  advantage  is  lost,  we 
think  will  not  be  denied  by  any  one  who  has  given  a  moment's 
consideration  to  the  subject  The  **  elevation  of  the  profession" 
seems  to  be  a  favorite  topic  with  its  writers  and  speakers,  to  judge 
from  the  frequency  with  which  it  is  chosen  as  a  subject  for  lectures, 
addresses  and  dissertations  ;  and  we  are  as  fully  aware  as  any  one 
that  the  profession  does  not  occupy  as  high  ground  as  it  should. 
Now  we  believe  that  there  are  no  truths  more  evident  than  that  the 
elevation  of  any  body  of  men  must  proceed  from  within  itself,  and 
that  no  false  position  can  be  forced  upon  it  by  external  circumstances 
alone.  Our  profession  cannot  be  honorable  and  respectable  unless 
its  individual  members  are  educated  to  such  a  degree,  and  act  in 
snch  a  manner  as  to  command  the  respect  of  the  public,  and  there 
IB  no  more  powerful  means  of  watching  and  controlling  individual 
conduct  than  that  afforded  by  a  local  society.  Individuals  are  the 
cells  in  whose  proper  or  improper  action  depends  the  health  of  the 
whole, — united  into  societies  they  become  the  tissues  of  the  body 
medical,  which  possess  the  power  of  regenerating  those  cells  likely 
to  decay,  and  casting  off  those  no  longer  necessary  or  beneficial  to 
the  general  economy. 

No  more  striking  instance  can  be  found  of  the  power  of  united 
and  persevering  action  of  the  members  of  a  profession  in  ameliora- 
ting its  condition,  than  is  presented  by  the  teachers  of  this  State, 
and  we  point  to  them  as  an  example  to  be  followed,  although  we 
regret  the  necessity  which  compels  us  to  go  beyond  our  own  ranks 
for  the  best  instance  of  advance  and  self-improvement.  Within 
our  own  remembrance,  teaching  was  certainly  not  a  remunerative 
calling,  and  could  scarcely  be  termed  an  honorable  one — it  was 
pursued  duly  temporarily  by  those  on  their  way  to  something  better 
—wages  were  miserably  low,  qualifications  not  strictly  enquired  ^ 
into,  so  that  many  were  engaged  in  it  who  ^en  not  fit  for  their 
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calling,  and  it  was  far  too  unattractive  to  tempt  aaj  one  to  devote 
a  life  to  it.  Now  things  are  entirely  changed  ;  eveiy  citj  contami 
many  men  who  make  teaching  their  professioii,  they  occupy  an 
honorable  position  in  society,  and  receive  good  aalariea  for  their 
services.  And  throughout  the  country  the  average  wages  of  teadien 
have  been  doubled  within  the  period  of  which  we  speak.  If  we  ask 
how  these  changes  have  been  effected,  we  shall  find  it  has  been  by 
the  united  action  of  the  teachers  themsdves,  having  the  objeet 
directly  in  view ;  they  have  held  conventions  and  institntea,  formed 
societies,  increased  their  own  qualifications,  and  insisted  on  increand 
qualifications  from  those  seeking  admission  to  their  ranks,  and  by 
these  and  other  means  have  educated  the  public  mind  to  estimate 
at  their  true  value,  the  services  rendered  by  them. 

Now  if  our  profession  does  not  occupy  the  position,  and  oar 
Services  do  not  receive  the  reward  which  they  should  do,  it  is  ]rfam 
that  we  are  in  the  position  formerly  occupied  by  the  teachers,  and 
it  is  but  fair  to  infer  that  the  same  means  which  benefitted  them  wiH 
benefit  us.  There  is  this  mudi  in  common  to  both — the  /otlA/W 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  each  requires  something  more  than 
pecuniary  gain.  Without  being  deeply  impressed  with  the  impor- 
tance of  his  mission,  and  without  a  sole  reference  to  conscience  as 
his  judge,  no  man  can  be  a  good  teacher  or  a  good  physician. 
Without  these  qualifications  he  may  belong  to  an  honorable  pro- 
fession, but  he  is  not  an  honorable  member  of  that  profession. 

Were  the  facts  above  alluded  to  not  before  us,  we  should  think 
it  superfluous  to  mention  the  advantages  which  result  from  the 
foundation  of  medical  societies.  But  as  so  few  of  these  associations 
are  in  existence,  we  are  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  becanse 
the  benefits  they  confer  even  upon  the  members  themselves,  are  not 
generally  recognised.  We  therefore  call  attention,  very  briefly,  to 
a  few  of  the  most  prominent. 

1.  7%^  add  vtry  much  to  the  recorded  experience  of  the  prth 
fession.  The  science  of  medicine  has  been  often  likened  to  an 
edifice,  of  which  the  facts  observed  by  individuals  are  the  stones, 
and  the  similie  is  a  good  one  ;  but  thousands  of  these  stones  which 
would  extend  or  ornament  the  noble  structure,  are  lost  every  year 
for  want  of  medical  societies.  They  record,  select  and  publiA 
those  facts  coming  under  the  observation  of  individuals,  often  of  so 
much  interest  and  of  so  much  value,  whidi  would  otherwise  never 
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be  preserved,  and  tbe  elder  members  of  the  profession  have  stores 
of  valuable  experience,  which  in  societies  would  be  brought  out  for 
tlie  benefit  of  their  younger  brethren  or  of  the  fraternity  at  large. 

2.  Societies  call  out  and  encourage  talent.  This  is  especially  the 
CMe  with  young  men  who  have  just  commenced  their  professional 
life.  Without  any  stimulus  to  develope,  or  any  field  in  which  to 
€atercise  their  powers,  they  settle  down  into  a  quiet  routine  life, 
Mreless  of  their  own  progress,  and  of  the  progress  of  the  profession ; 
with  a  society  to  bring  them  into  contact,  and  honorable  rivalry 
with  their  professional  brethren,  they  may  become  active,  studious, 
md  livinff  members  of  the  profession.  Bir  Charles  Napier,  the 
•oldier,  said  :  '*  Man  1  Man  !  thou  art  a  beast  in  whose  sides  the 
ipur  should  be  ever  plunged  !" 

8.  They  powerfully  conduce  to  individual  improvement.  First, 
by  encouraging  the  study  of  those  important  and  fundamental 
branches,  physiology  and  pathology.  But  very  few  men  will  speak 
Upon  a  subject  before  their  equals,  without  being  familiar  with  it  in 
til  its  bearings,  and  in  the  discussions  which  spring  up  in  medical 
iocieties,  a  reference  to  first  principles  is  constantly  necessary.  A 
young  man  soon  finds  therefore,  that  he  needs  a  better  acquaintance 
trith  principles  and  with  authorities,  to  enable  him  to  hold  his  own 
•gainst  active  and  intelligent  adversaries.  Becond,  by  encouraging 
ft  habit  of  close  observation.  Every  one  who  tries  to  add  his  share 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  association,  will  watch  his  cases  far  more 
dosely,  and  record  them  more  carefully,  when  he  intends  to  bring 
Uiem  befora  the  notice  of  his  medical  brethren.  If  he  has  no  object 
<kf  this  kind  in  view,  they  are  too  apt  to  pass  entirely  unrecorded 
aad  be  forgotten. 

4.  They  promote  harmony  in  the  profeition.  More  than  half  the 
doctors'  quarrels  which  so  frequently  occur,  and  which  so  deeply 
diilgrace  us,  originate  with  indiscreet  friends  of  the  parties.  They 
magnify,  distort  and  misrepresent  facts,  until  the  most  trivial 
drcumstances  assume  gigantic  proportions.  Where  there  is  a 
medical  society,  there  is  frequent  opportunity  of  settling  these 
miamiderstandings — falsehoods  can  be  exposed  and  misrepresenta- 
tions cleared  up  ;  by  intercourse  with  our  medical  brethren,  many 
prejudices  are  removed,  we  find  many  good  points  in  those  we 
thought  before  altogether  bad,  and  even  sympathies  will  spring  up. 
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as  we  find  them  laboring  ai  devotedly  ai  onndfei  for  the  comi 
good. 

5.  SoeieHei  ntrengihtn  the  pro/uticn  apamti  iU  ^nemiwM, 
and  ifUertuU.  However  much  quackery  may  diflfar  in  the  ookr  of 
the  gannent  with  which  it  dothee  itsdf,  or  in  the  note  with  whkk 
it  pursues  its  prey,  it  never  treats  the  regular  profession  in  aagr 
other  way  than  by  open  hostility.  All  sohoolst  all  tribes,  sH 
doctrines,  unite  upon  this  point  Without  union  and  harmony^  the 
profession  can  do  but  little  against  this  hydra.  With  them  it  am 
do  much.  The  formation  of  a  society  will  always  do  this  moel^ 
and  it  is  no  little — ^it  will  separate  the  wheat  from  the  tana.  Hm 
public  mind  needs  to  be  educated  upon  many  points  in  regard  to 
our  profession ;  upon  none  more  than  upon  the  diflBnvnee  befwwi 
the  regular  and  scientific  physician,  and  the  dishonest  or  ignoiani 
quack. 

We  are  well  aware  that  the  worst  enemies  of  the  profession  aie 
not  those  who  stand  outside  of  its  ranks.  Those  who  are  comieetsd 
with  it  in  appearance,  yetare  its  enemies  in  feet,  are  more  dangenns 
to  its  welfare,  and  more  difficult  to  overcome,  lliey  are  timiton  to 
the  cause  they  have  enlisted  in,  and  like  all  traitors,  can  do  moia 
injury  than  the  foe.  We  are  sorry  there  are  such  man,  and  still 
more  sony  that  they  are  not  foes.  An  instance  is  given  in  the 
report  already  alluded  to,  where  one  man  of  this  character,  was  ths 
means  of  breaking  up  the  local  socie^  entirely.  There  are  two 
characteristics  by  which  this  dass  may  generally  be  known :  thej 
will  shake  hands  with  the  quackery  for  the  paltry  consultation  §m 
which  drops  into  their  pocket  during  the  dirty  process,  and  thej 
are  opposed  to  the  medical  society  of  the  county  or  district  when 
they  live.  Against  such  men  as  these  there  is  no  resource  withont 
an  organization.  The  other  physicians  are  too  often  at  their  mercy» 
and  the  profession  is  d^aded  to  the  levd  of  those  with  whom  it  is 
thus  forced  to  associate.  Wherever  such  men  are  found,  the  othsr 
members  of  the  profession  should  unite  and  act  faithfully  and 
cordially  for  their  mutual  good^-compel  the  obnoxious  individosl 
to  join  the  organization  under  the  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  or  to  take  his  place  in  the  ranks  of  quackery. 

"  Under  which  king,  Betonian  T  speak  or  die^" 
should  be  forced  upon  them,  until  they  are  compelled  to 
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If  a  firm,  consistent,  and  dignified  course  is  pursued  by  the  society 
towards  these  individuals,  we  believe  it  will  always  result  in  victory 
to  the  association,  and  never  to  the  individual. 

6.  By  means  of  Societies  the  remunertUion  for  our  professional 
MSTviees  can  he  increased.  We  place  this  last,  where  it  should  be 
placed,  as  a  fnotive,  yet  it  is  a  subject  of  no  small  importance  to 
every  one  of  us.  In  no  other  profession  are  men  so  poorly  paid  in 
proportion  to  the  physical  labor  and  essential  anxiety  expended  in 
its  prosecution.  In  no  other  calling  i^  the  number  of  those  who 
acquire  a  competence,  so  few  as  in  the  medical  profession.  While 
ibe  expenses  of  living  have  increased  many  fold,  the  medical  fee- 
Ull,  in  many  sections  at  least,  remains  the  same  as  it  was  ten  or 
twenty  years  ago.  There  is  no  remedy  for  this  but  united  action 
on  the  part  of  the  profession,  and  although  some  may  deem  it  for 
their  interest  to*  continue  doing  business  on  the ''cheap  John" 
principle,  the  profession  will  be  better  off  without  those  who  can 
descend  so  low  as  to  recommend  themselves  to  the  public  on  the 
•core  of  being  cheap. 

There  are  many  more  advantages  which  might  be  urged  in  favor 
of  societies.  We  know  of  no  objection  to  them.  There  are  some 
difficulties  in  the  way  everywhere,  but  none,  we  believe,  that  cannot 
be  overcome,  if  met  in  the  proper  spirit.  To  some  of  these  we 
intended  to  allude,  but  our  article  is  already  too  long,  and  we  must 
defer  this  part  of  the  subject  to  another  number.  We  have  brought 
tbe  matter  forward  now,  because  a  season  of  the  year  is  approach- 
ing, &vorable  to  the  formation  of  associations  among  the  profession 
and  we  feel  that  we  cannot  urge  too  strongly  its  attention  to  the 
▼ital  importance  of  forming  societies  in  every  part  of  country 
where  they  do  not  already  exist,  and  of  rekindling  fires  upon 
altars  where  it  has  ceased  to  bum.  B. 


DKATH  OF  DR.  XARSHAU*  HALL. 

This  distinguished  physician  and  physiologist,  died  at  Brighton, 
England,  on  the  11th  of  August.  For  some  time  before  his  death, 
he  was  a  great  sufferer  from  disease  of  the  throat,  attended  with 
difficulty  in  swallowing.  Our  readers  will  not  regni  the  space 
devoted  to  tbe  Memoir  which  we  copy  from  the  London  Medical 
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l^mes  and  Ghuseite,  and  which  wai  written  If  one,  who,  H  ia  aaid, 
had  peculiar  opportnnitiee  of  making  himadf  acqnainted  with  im 
life,  character  and  reeearchee. 


am  I8AA0  HKWToir  Asn  vbocatbxo'u  nAi^aw. 
The  great  discoverer  of  the  Law  of  OiaTity,  and  the  illnstrioM 
author  of  the  Principia,  was  somewhat  weak  in  hia  notions  ef 
medidne,  and  a  little  too  crednloos  in  its  efficacy,  as  maj  he  seoi 
from  the  following  incident  related  bj  Sir  David  Brewster  m  Ui 
Memoirs  of  the  distinguished  phflosopher,  pnblished  in  Edmhvgh, 
in  1855.  In  volame  second,  page  89,  it  is  stated  that  Sir  Isaaei 
suspecting  himsdf  inclined  to  consumption,  lesoiied  to  the  nss  c( 
Lencatello's  Balsam,  in  which  he  seems  to  hare  had  the  most 
implicit  fiiith,  not  onlj  as  a  care  for  consnmpition,  hot  for  ths 
measles,  plagae,  small-poz,  and  even  the  Wte  of  a  mad-dog  I  Ths 
prescription  for  this  &moQS  Balsam  hekft  inhls  own  handwriln^ 
and  we  present  onr  readers  with  a  copy : 

''  Put  Yenns  torpentine  one  pound  into  a  pint  of  the  best  damask 
rose  water ;  beat  tneee  together  till  H  look  white,  then  take  torn 
ounces  of  bees-wax,  red  sanders  half  an  ounce,  oil  of  olives  of  tie 
best  a  pint,  one  ounce  of  oil  of  St  John's  wort,  and  half  a  pint  of 
sack.  Set  it  (the  hack)  on  the  fire  in  a  new  pipkin,  add  to  it  ths 
oil  and  wax,  let  it  stand  on  a  soft  fire  where  it  most  not  boil,  but 
melt  till  it  be  scalding  hot.  ^en  take  it  off.  When  it  is  coU, 
take  out  the  cake,  and  scrape  off  the  dirt  from  the  bottom.  Take 
out  the  sack,  wipe  the  piplon,  put  in  the  cake  again,  set  it  on  thi 
fire,  let  them  melt  together,  and  then  put  in  also  the  turpentine  and 
sanders  ;  let  them  not  boil,  but  be  well  melted  and  mixed  together; 
take  it  off  and  stir  it  now  and  then  till  it  is  cold.  If  you  would 
have  it  to  take  inwardly,  add  to  it  when  it  is  off  from  the  fire,  half 
an  ounce  of  powder  of  scuchineal  (codiineal)  and  a  little  natural 
balsam.  For  the  measell,  plague,  or  small  pox,  a  half  an  ounce 
in  a  little  broth,  take  it  warm,  and  sweat  after  it.  And  against 
poison  and  the  biting  of  a  mad  dog  ;  for  the  last  yon  must  dip 
lint  and  lay  it  upon  the  wound,  besides  taking  it  inwardly.  There 
are  other  virtues  of  it ;  for  wind,  eholic,  anoint  the  stomach,  and 
80  for  bruises.'' 

It  would  eeem  that  the  whole  solar  system  was  too  limited  a 
field  for  the  gigantic  intellect  of  Sir  Isaac  and  hence  we  find  him 
dabUing  a  little  in  medicine  and  theology.    His  Oommentary  on 
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the  Apocalypse  we  believe  he  had  the  good  sease  to  ham,  hut  from 
the  credulity  manifested  in  his  eulogy  of  the  pulmonary  halsam, 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that,  notwithstanding  all  his  optical 
researches,  had  he  lived  at  the  present  day,  he  might  have  been 
found  like  our  modern  illustrious  savans  sounding  the  praises  of 
some  itenerant  retailer  of  Pantascopic  Glasses,  or  of  some  renowned 
**  Anatomical  Professor  of  the  Pathology  of  the  Human  Foot  1" 


A  foreign  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Daili/  Times 

thus  notices  the  distinguished  microscopist,  Robin  : 

There  is  a  young  physician  at  Paris  whose  example  is  well 
worthy  a  notice  here.  His  is  a  name  which  is  heard  hundreds  of 
times  daily  from  one  end  of  Europe  to  the  other  in  the  mouths  of 
the  most  distinguished  men  of  science  of  all  countries.  And  yet 
he  is  a  poor  man,  who  dines  at  a  cheap  restaurant  in  the  Latin 
quarter  with  students,  and  who  lives  upon  a  patrimony  that  would 
scarcely  pay  the  servant  hire  of  many  of  his  colleagues  in  science. 
This  is  Kobin,  the  microscopist.  He  is  a  deathly  pale,  thin,  serious- 
looking  young  man,  of  about  thirty-four  years  of  age.  His  whole 
life  is  devoted,  by  means  of  the  microscope,  to  the  study,  the  dem- 
onstration and  classification  of  morbid  tissues.  Theie  is  scarcely  a 
cancer  excised  at  Paris,  nor  a  doubtful  post-mortem  examination 
made,  that  Robin  and  his  microscope  are  not  consulted,  and  his 
word  is  authority.  His  whole  life  is  spent  in  the  explofation  of 
the  dead  body  in  order  to  benefit  the  living.  And  all  this  he  does 
modestly,  in  poverty,  and  to  the  sacrifice  of  his  health,  for  the 
promotion  of  pure  science  and  correct  opinions.  He  has,  it  is  true, 
the  gratification  of  being  adored  by  his  colleagues,  old  and  young, 
of  never  having  his  name  pronounced  but  with  veneration  ;  but  it 
Is  BQch  men  as  these  that  are  neglected  by  the  public. 


cooper's  surgical  dictiokart. 
It  is  stated  in  a  recent  number  of  the  London  Medical  Times  and 
Gazette,  that  a  new  edition  of  this  great  work  is  nearly  ready.  Its 
author,  as  many  of  our  readers  are  aware,  has-been  dead  for  nearly 
ten  years,  and  the  preparation  of  this  new  edition  was  intrusted  to 
Mr.  8.  Lane,  one  of  the  Burgeons  of  the  Lock  Hospital.  From  a 
conversation  on  the  subject,  which  we  had  with  this  gentleman 
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some  four  yean  Binoe,  we  are  dii poaed  to  beliera  that  it  ia  not  Ua 
intention  to  make  very  extensive  additions  to  the  oi%iiiaI  woik.  It 
will  doubtless,  however,  be  brought  to  the  preaent  time,  and  ita 
valne  therefore,  be  considerably  increased. 


A  new  edition  of  Professor  T.  D.  HitchsD'a  Materia  Mediea 
and  Therapeutics  will  be  published  in  October.  A  new  edition  cf 
Pereira's  great  work  on  the  same  subject,  has  jost  been  iaaned  ia 
London,  under  the  care  of  Drs.  Alfred  8.  Taylor  and  G.  Owen  Bass. 


SHAKISFBABB  Vi.  QCTACKXRT. 

In  the  play  of  '<  All's  Well  that  Ends  Well,"  the  gnat  drama* 
tist  causes  the  King  of  France  to  utter  the  following  orthodox 
timent: 

When  our  moat  learned  doet«rs  leave  ns^  and 
The  congregated  college  have  oonolnded 

Thai  laboring  art  can  never  ransom  nature' 
From  her  inaidable  estate^  I  saj,  we  mnai  not 
So  itain  oar  Jadgment,  or  oormpt  oar  hope^ 

To  prosiitote  our  past-care  malady 
To  empirics ;  or  to  dissever  so 
Our  great  self  and  our  credit^  to  esteem 
A  senseless  help,  when  help  past  sense  we  deem. 


nASPBERBT  LBAF  AS  AH  OVIFUOB. 

A  writer  in  the  London  Medical  2%m€S  and  Oatdte  states,  that 
he  has  fouud  a  strong  infusion  of  the  leaves  of  the  common  rasp- 
berry plant  to  act  decidedly  as  an  ovifuge,  powerful  uterine  actioa 
coming  on  in  about  fifteen  minutes  after  exhibition.  He  had  tried 
it  in  some  20  or  25  cases. 


PAPER  SPLINTS. 

Prepare  forty  or  fifty  strips  of  brown  paper,  1^  inch  wide  and 
16  long.    Smear  these  with  thick  paste  and  apply  three  layers  to 
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the  limb  as  in  the  ordinary  manner  of  strapping.  Over  them  a 
light  bandage  is  to  be  applied,  and  they  are  left  to  dry,  supported 
by  sand-bags.  The  strips  must  be  pasted  before  they  are  put  on. 
In  24  hours  a  hard  light  case  has  been  formed,  which  affords  perfect 
protection  to  the  limb.    It  must  be  well  soaked  before  its  removal. 


ULAO  LEAVES  AS  A  FEBRIFDOE. 

The  lilac  leaf  is  a  popular  remedy  in  Flanders  for  intermittent 
fever,  and  M.  Macario  found  it  successful  in  13  out  of  20  cases. 
In  some  of  these  quinine  and  arsenic  had  failed.  A  decoction  of 
the  leaves  was  administered  fasting,  during  five  or  six  days  in 
succession. — Xew  Orleans  Med,  News  and  Hosp.  Oaz,  from  ths 
jRev.  Med.  % 


In  a  communication  read  by  Professor  Simpson  before  the 
Hedico-Chirurgical  Society  of  Edinburgh,  he  stated  in  reference  to 
the  introduction  and  diffusion  of  syphilis  in  Scotland,  that  the 
earliest  notice  of  the  disease  in  England  was  an  entry  made  in 
1502-3  in  the  privy  purse^book  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  to  the  effect, 
that  those  who  infringed  the  Scottish  edict  for  arresting  the  disease, 
should  be  punished  by  the  application  of  a  hot  iron  key  to  the 
cheeks. 


MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  OmO. 

We  would  call  the  attention  of  physicions  and  students,  to  the 
announcement  of  this  institution.  Notwithstanding  the  financial 
difficulties  under  which  the  country  is  laboring,  from  present  indi- 
cations there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  class  for  the  next  session 
wQl  be  the  largest  ever  known  in  the  Queen  City.  Students  who 
arrive  early  in  October  will  be  amply  repaid  for  their  time  and 
money. 


Editorial  Changes. — Dr.  Stephen  Smith  is  now  sole  Editor  of 
that  excellent  bi-monthly,  the  New  York  Journal  of  Medicine;  Drs. 
Purple  and  Bulkley  having  withdrawn. 
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TO  BniBQUniT  SUBSOBmifl* 

We  are  sony  to  be  compelled  to  remind  our  dalinqoent  rabecri* 
bers,  of  their  neglect  We  know  tlmt  timet  «rebard»  but  if  this  ie 
coneidered  a  sufficient  apology  bj  tboee  in  anfeart,  our  printer  md 
paper-maker  exact  prompt  payment  from  ns.  At  the  cloee  of  the 
present  volume,  when  we  expect  to  publish  the  list  of  sabecriben  who 
have  received  the  journal  without  pay,  the  reader  will  be  eorpriasd 
at  the  number  of  this  class  of  piUroAM,  (/)  and  fisel  dispoeedt  nv 
think,  to  pardon  our  protest  against  snoh  injostice. 


DmATH  FROM  AXTLUn. 

Another  death  from  this  agent,  has  occorred  in  the  hande  of  Dr. 
Snow,  in  London.  The  Academy  of  Hedidne  in  Paris,  has  formsDIy 
denounced  its  use. 


OkSUaina  and^Chapi. — Apply 

Oollodian  Si 

Venice  Turpentine  Jai 

01IUoini3ii.    VL 
Pundeni  Opthalmia.^^ 

Q;  Oupri  Sulph.  gr.  ij 

Vin.  Opii  3i 

Aq.  dest.,  3ij.    M, 

Apply  freely  with  a  soft  camel's  hair  brush,  three  times  a  day. 


Obituary. — We  learn  that  Dr.  Anderson  of  Flemingsbuigh,  Ky., 
died  during  the  past  week  from  an  injury  to  the  spine,  caused  hj 
falling  from  a  horse.  The  Doctor  was  highly  esteemed  by  all  who 
had  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance,  or  who  had  occasion  to  avail 
themselves  of  his  professional  skill.  For  several  years  past  he  had 
been  a  great  sufferer  from  a  morbid  growth  upon  the  right  arm. 
Early  the  past  summer  he  applied  to  us  for  its  removal.  Our  oper- 
ation was  the  eighth  which  had  been  performed  for  its  extirpation. 
At  the  time  of  his  death,  we  believe,  there  had  been  no  indications 
of  its  return. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th  inst.,  at  his  residence  on  John  st, 
Oin.,  Dr.  George  McGullough,  aged  59,  and  a  native  of  the  comity 
of  Antrim,  Ireland. 
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4l^9fnark8  on  the  Precursory  Stage  of  Phthisis.  By  L.  M. 
Lawson,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine,  and  Clinical  Medicine,  in  the  Medical  College  of 
Ohio.  [Substance  of  a  paper  read  before  the  Academy  of 
Medicine,  Cincinnati.] 

The  precursory  stage  of  phthisis  is  designed  to  represent  a 
morbid  state  intermediate  to  the  mere  diathesis  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  deposit  of  solid  tubercles,  on  the  other.  The 
diathesis  is  a  constitutional  predisposition  to  the  disease, 
which,  under  favorable  circumstances,  may  never  become 
developed;  the  precursory  stage  is  the  beginning  of  a  positive 
morbid  action,  which  if  not  arrested,  surely  and  steadily 
progresses  to  the  local  deposit  of  tubercles.  The  symp^ms 
•nd  signs  of  this  stage  are  as  follows : 

1.  State  of  Nutrition.  This  stage  is  characterized  by  dimin- 
ished strength,  loss  of  weight,  impaired  calorific  power,  variable 
JUgestion,  with  occasional  chills  and  consequent  febrile  reac- 
tion. But  the  degree  of  depression  is  quite  variable ;  in 
some  examples  it  is  so  fully  marked  as  to  arrest  the  atten- 
tion of  the  most  casual  observer,  while  in  other  instances  the 
most  careful  observations  are  required  to  detect  the  changes. 
VOL.  xvni. — 46 
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But  in  all  cases  where  even  slight  debility  exists  for  a  consid- 
erable period,  with  an  appreciable  loss  of  weight,  together 
with  the  symptoms  to  be  hereafter  enumerated,  we  should 
always  suspect  the  presence  of  the  precursory  stage  of 
phthisis. 

2.  Chills  and  Fever.    It  has  already  been  intimated  that 
the  calorific  power  of  the  tuberculous  subject  is  below  the 
physiological  point,  and  that  chills,  with  febrile  reaction,  are 
not  unfrequently  witnessed.    These  changes  of  temperaturei 
however,  are  altogether  irregular  in  occurrence,  and  usually 
trivial  in  force ;  still  they  constitute  an  important  class  of 
symptoms,  as  indicative  of  lowered  vitality  and  diminished 
power  of  resistance.     In  subjects  presumed  to  have  inherited 
a  tuberculous  diathesis,  no  class  of  precursory  symptoms  are 
more  calculated  to  arouse  serious  apprehensions,  than  the 
occurrence  of  irregular  chills,  followed  by  slight  febricula ; 
and  especially  are  these  phenomena  to  be  viewed  as  pretuber- 
cular  signs  when  they  are  associated  with  diminished  strength, 
loss  of  weight  and  other  evidences  of  weakened  vitality.    It 
must,  however,  be  carefully  remarked  that  the  chills  here 
described  are  not  those  indicative  of  miasmatic  origin ;  on 
the  contrary  they  manifest  the  greatest  degree  of  irregularity, 
and  are  only  partially  amenable  to  the  antiperiodical  thera- 
peutics. 

A  febrile  state,  slow,  progressive  and  almost  perpetual,  has 
been  described  by  some  writers  as  indicative  of  approaching 
phthisis.  It  has  not  appeared  to  me,  however,  that  such  a 
state,  as  a  legitimate  precursory  sign  of  phthisis  had  any 
existence ;  on  the  contrary,  a  febrile  condition  exhibiting  a 
degree  of  intensity  and  continuance,  as  thus  described,  mani- 
festly arises  from  some  irritating  cause  more  potent  than  the 
mere  precursory  state  of  tuberculosis.  In  fine,  the  chills  and 
fever  characteristic  of  the  precursory  stage  of  phthisis,  are 
ephemeral,  irregular  and  interrupted ;  and  any  thing  approach* 
ing  continuance  of  excitement  must  be  ascribed  to  other  and 
more  acute  conditions. 
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8.  State  of  the  Oirctilation.  It  may  be  safely  assumed  that 
the  action  of  the  heart,  and  of  the  arterial  system  generally, 
manifests  a  degree  of  feebleness  below  the  physiological  state. 
That  is  to  say,  the  pulse  is  feeble,  (corresponding  to  a  weak 
cardiac  action,)  with  a  variable  degree  of  frequency.  In  some 
examples  the  frequency  is  slightly  increased,  while  in  others 
it  is  below  the  physiological  standard ;  but  in  all  cases  the 
number  of  pulsations  is  readily  increased  by  mental  or 
physical  causes,  thus  manifesting  a  latent  excitability  alto- 
gether morbid.  It  is  in  this  manner  that  a  slight  febrile 
movement,  physical  exercise,  or  mental  emotions  arouse  the 
firequency  of  the  pulse,  but  without  a  corresponding  increase 
of  force.  Such  a  pulse  is  rather  irritable  than  inflammatory, 
and  may  be  regarded  as  an  index  of  a  state  of  debility  of  the 
vital  powers  with  irritable  reaction. 

It  must  be  remarked,  however,  that  the  force  and  frequency 
of  the  pulse  necessarily  vary  greatly  with  temperament,  age 
sex,  habits,  constitution,  and  other  modifying  conditions ;  so 
that  a  pulse  so  nearly  physiological  that  its  deviations  escape 
scrutiny,  may  exist  coincident  with  the  precursory  tubercu- 
lous state,  or  its  deviations  may  be  very  marked  and  distinct. 
But  my  own  observations  induce  me  to  believe  that  this  pre- 
liminary stage,  following  as  a  sequence  of  the  more  extended 
diaiheiiSy  is  nearly  always  indicated  by  a  state  of  debility  of 
the  heart,  arteries  and  capillaries,  as  shown  in  the  weak 
impulse,  feeble  radical  pulsation,  and  diminished  capillary 
action.  And  if  we  add  to  this  state  that  of  irregularity y  we 
ahall  have  before  us  phenomena  at  least  well  marked,  if  not 
pathognomonic  of  the  state  of  the  system  which  immediately 
precedes  local  deposits.  It  may  be  distinguished  from  other 
forms  of  debility  by  the  absence  of  any  evident  disease  or 
tangible  cause  competent  to  produce  such  a  condition ;  and  if 
we  add  to  this  a  tuberculous  predisposition,  as  revealed  by 
the  personal  history  of  the  patient,  this  weak  or  languid 
circulation  becomes  a  sign  of  great  significance  in  diagnosis. 
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4.  State  of  the  Fauces  and  Larynx.  The  condition  of  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  pharynx  presents  an  exceecUng^ 
important  sign  in  this  precursory  stage.  Systematic  writefi 
have  dwelt  but  little  on  the  condition  of  the  pharynx  in  the 
early  stage  of  tuberculosis,  and  the  exact  relationdiip  of  this 
local  affection,  to  the  pulmonary  disease,  inTolres  several 
questions  of  great  practical  importance,  although  at  this  time 
but  little  understood.  In  the  more  advanced  stages  of  tuber- 
cular disease,  the  affection  of  the  throat  has  been  folly 
described  by  nearly  all  writers,  and  is  well  known  to  pracfti- 
tioners ;  and  the  same  remark  will  apply  U>foUicular  disease 
of  the  pharynx,  sometimes  denominated  ^^  clergyman's  sore> 
throat ;"  but  that  insiduous  form  of  disease  connected  witik 
the  precursory  stage  of  tubercular  disease,  has  either  been 
measurably  overlooked,  or  confounded  with  other  affections 
radically  different  in  their  etiological  and  pathological  rda- 
tioDS. 

In  a  large  majority  of  cases  passing  into  consumption,  the 
pharyngo-laryngeal  mucous  membrane  becomes  early  diseased, 
exhibiting  a  diffused  redness,  extending  over  the  pharynx, 
involving  more  or  less  the  uvula  and  soft  palate  on  the  one 
hand,  and  dipping  into  the  larynx,  on  the  other.  The  disease 
manifests  a  low  grade  of  pathological  action,  seldom  causing 
tumefaction  of  any  of  the  structures,  and  giving  rise  to  no 
pain  in  deglution,  or  on  external  pressure.  The  glandular 
structures  of  the  part,  including  the  mucous  fallicles  and 
tonsils,  are  not  necessarily  nor  usually  involved;  on  the 
contrary,  the  surface  remains  smooth,  the  glands  being  no 
more  prominent  than  in  a  natural  condition.  The  uvula  has 
a  tendency  to  become  slightly  tumefied  and  elongated,  suf- 
ficiently to  cause  some  degree  of  inconvenience.  The  secre- 
tion of  mucus  becomes  scanty  and  more  tenacious  than  usual, 
so  as  to  cause  a  sensation  of  dryness,  tickling,  and  occasional 
hawking  to  dislodge  the  viscid  substance,  and  a  moderate 
degree  of  cough. 
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The  grade  and  special  character  of  the  morbid  action  va- 
ries in  different  examples  of  throat  affection.  The  form  just 
described  is  the  lowest  grade  and  most  incipient  state ;  and 
as  the  disease  advances,  or  becomes  aggravated  by  acciden- 
tia circumstances,  or  its  inherent  power  of  increase,  the 
symptoms  become  more  marked,  and  the  diseased  action  as- 
sumes a  greater  degree  of  intensity.  When  this  increase 
occurs  there  is  some  degree  of  pain  in  the  part,  nearly  always 
dull,  and  giving  rise  to  but  little  tenderness  on  pressure,  or 
pain  during  the  action  of  deglutition.  Still  the  pain  becomes 
much  more  constant,  radiates  to  the  adjacent  parts,  especially 
the  superior  portion  of  thorax,  and  evidently  impairs  the 
respiratory  movements.  Patients  describe  this  pain  as  of  a 
dull  character,  often  imparting  the  sensation  of  weight  and 
eonstriction ;  and  upon  careful  examination  it  becomes  evi- 
dent that  there  is  restricted  movements  corresponding 
precisely  to  the  subjective  symptoms.  In  addition  to  this 
the  cough  becomes  more  marked,  the  sputa  more  abundant 
snd  tenacious,  although  the  quantity  always  remains  incon- 
dderable. 

The  constancy  with  which  this  symptom  is  manifested,  its 
persistence  and  gradual  increase  indicate  that  it  sustains  an 
intimate  relation  to  the  precursory  stage  of  tuberculosis,  at 
least  in  a  certain  class  of  cases.  I  do  not  pretend  to  assert 
that  it  is  always  a  precursor  of  local  deposits  in  the  lungs, 
for  there  are  cases  in  which  the  disease  is  ushered  in  by  a 
rapid  deposition  of  tubercles,  without  the  usual  preliminary 
Stage ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  large  class  of  ex- 
amples in  which  this  sign  occurs  as  one  of  the  earliest 
evidences  of  disease  and  evidently  preceding  most  other  signs. 
Nor  will  I  go  so  far  as  to  maintain  dogmatically  that  the 
pharyngo-laryngeal  disease  can  be  regarded  as  a  cause  of  the 
local  deposits ;  still,  it  is  by  no  means  certain  that  this  symp- 
tom is  not  a  primary  morbid  state,  incident  to  the  tuberculous 
condition,  and  which  impeding  and  otherwise  modifying  the 
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respiratory  procesSy  at  least  hastens,  if  it  does  not  prodneey 
the  local  disease. 

It  has  appeared  to  me  that  in  persons  predisposed  to  tuber- 
cular consumption,  the  throat-affection  was  usually  early  sod 
prominently  developed,  and  that  in  proportion  as  this  sign 
increased  or  persisted  in  duration,  would  he  the  prdbabilitieB 
of  local  deposits ;  and  furthermore,  that  when  this  primaiy 
lesion  was  early  and  promptly  subdued,  the  organic  affection 
of  the  lungs  was  either  prevented  or  ddayed.  It  has  occur- 
red to  me  so  frequently  to  observe  the  fiut,  that  all  the 
precursory  signs  of  impending  consumption  have  been  mod- 
ified or  removed  by  [remedies  applied  to  the  throat,  I  csn 
no  longer  resist  the  conclusion  that  the  symptom  is  in  some 
manner  closely  allied  to  local  deposits.  !Rnally,  it  should  be 
remarked,  that  this  state  of  the  throat  occurs  coincidendy 
with  the  other  signs  which  have  been  mentioned,  namely : 
emaciation,  chills,  fever,  languid  circulation,  and  congh.  It 
may  either  precede  ^r  follow  them,  but  my  opinion  is  that 
it  is  more  frequently  the  precursor  of  other  symptoms,  and 
therefore  should  be  regarded  in  some  sense  as  an  initial 
symptom.  Or,  if  other  signs,  (such  as  loss  of  strength  and 
weight,  fibricula,  &c.,)  are  observed  first,  the  state  of  the 
throat  follows  so  nearly  simultaneously,  that  the  distinction 
is  often  difficult,  if  not  impossible. 

5.  Cough  and  Sputa.  The  cough  and  sputa  which  occur 
in  the  precursory  stage  are  usually  trivial  in  character,  but 
nevertheless  sufficiently  significant  to  indicate  the  progress- 
ing lesions.  Cough  is  by  no  means  constant  or  regular,  and 
yet  it  always  occurs  as  one  of  the  preliminary  symptoms ;  is 
slight,  at  first  dry,  and  in  consequence  of  not  harrassing  the 
patient,  often  attracts  but  little  attention.  It  will  be  observed, 
however,  that  this  species  of  cough  is  remarkably  persistent ; 
it  continues  for  a  long  period,  independent  of  catarrhal  or 
bronchial  irritations,  and  often  without  the  patient  being  able 
to   assign  any  appreciable  cause  for  its  origin  or   continn- 
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ance.  In  many  cases  it  is  so  slight  that  patients  deny  its 
existence,  and  it  is  only  by  close  examination  that  the  facts 
are  elicited  ;  it  is  necessarily  the  case,  however,  that  various 
grades  of  intensity  are  witnessed,  although  the  milder  vari- 
ety is  the  most  common.  In  its  true  and  uncomplicated 
condition  this  preliminary  cough  is  entirely  independent  of 
bronchial  disease,  and  therefore  is  to  be  distinguished  from 
an  accidental  disease  brought  on  by  exposure  to  cold  or  oth- 
er causes  capable  of  developing  bronchitis.  Its  special 
characters  are  its  mildness  and  persistence. 

The  immediate  cause  of  the  cough  can  be  traced,  in  most 
instances,  to  the  throat  affection  previously  noticed ;  and  its 
intensity  varies  with  the  local  disease  on  which  it  depends, 
progressing  pari  passu  with  that  affection.  The  degree  of 
•perceptible  disease  in  the  fauces  is  not,  however,  a  true  indi- 
cation of  the  state  of  the  larynx,  for  the  former  may  remain 
but  little  reddened,  while  the  latter  partakes  of  considerable 
irritation. 

It  is  an  undetermined  question  whether  the  state  of  the 
pulmonary  circulation  and  innervation,  during  this  prelimi- 
nary stage,  become  so  modified  as  to  be  capable  of  exciting 
cough,  independent  of  the  associated  laryngeal  irritation  or 
accidental  bronchial  disease.  It  will  be  remembered,  how- 
ever, that  the  functions  of  the  lungs  become  materially 
modified  as  the  throat  disease  advances,  which  is  shown  by 
the  altered  sensibilities  and  breathing  powers  ;  and  it  is  not 
improbable  that,  in  this  modified  condition  of  the  breathing 
apparatus,  sufficient  excitement  may  be  established  to  in- 
duce occasional  cough.  It  has  appeared  to  me  in  watching 
the  course  of  such  cases  that  in  a  certain  proportion  there 
was  evidence  that  the  cough  originated  deeply  in  the  struc- 
tures, but  was  indepenuent  of  common  bronchi.il  disease. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  appeared  probable  that  the 
altered  innervation  and  circulation  of  the  pulmonary  struc- 
tures, originating  in  part  at  least  from  the  affection  of  the 


714  Lawbon — Precurtory  Stage  of  PhOdm. 

throat,  and  possibly  in  part  also  from  the  changed  propertiflt 
of  the  blood,  were  capable  of  producing  cough,  and  were  to 
be  regarded  as  one  of  the  causes  of  that  symptom.  But  by 
far  the  most  common  cause  has  been,  according  to  my  obter* 
vation,  the  disease  of  the  larynx  and  fauces. 

6.  The  Sputa.  The  Sputum  is  always  scanty,  so  long  as 
the  disease  remains  primary  and  uncomplicated.  It  consiBti 
of  thin,  transparent  mucus,  becoming  at  times  greyish  and 
gelatinous.  In  the  beginning,  however,  the  cough  is  nearly 
dry,  and  the  sputa  so  inconsiderable  as  scarcely  to  attract 
attention.  Is  never  becomes  yellowish  except  as  the  result 
of  co-existing  catarrhal  irritation,  either  of  the  larynx  or 
bronchial  tubes. 

c 

.  7.  hemorrhage.  The  attenuated  state  of  the  miicoos 
membrane,  the  irritated  state  of  the  throat,  and  want  of  free* 
dom  of  action  of  the  chest,  are  conditions  which  theoreti* 
cally  might  be  supposed  to  favor  hemorrhage.  And  in 
confirmation  of  this  opinion,  a  number  of  cases  have  come 
under  my  observation  in  which  even  copious  hemorrhage  has 
occurred  without  the  signs  of  co-existing  tubercles.  Thus, 
a  young  man  became  subject  to  repeated  attacks  of  hemor- 
rhage, during  which  from  four  to  eight  ounces  of  blood  would 
be  lost.  These  attacks  were  preceded  by  some  degree  of  op- 
pression of  the  chest,  accompanied  by  signs  of  pulmonary 
congestion ;  but  there  was  no  evident  cause  for  the  disease 
except  a  delicacy  of  the  constitution  and  seeming  tendency 
to  tuberculosis.  In  this  case  none  of  the  physical  signs  of 
tuberculjw  deposits  existed,  and  there  is  no  evidence  that  the 
hemoptysis  proceeded  from  any  other  cause  that  the  precur- 
sory tubercular  state.  In  this  case  several  years  have  now 
elapsed  since  the  first  hemorrhage,  and  the  person  bears 
marks  of  increasing  constitutional  disease,  such  as  cough, 
emaciation  and  general  debility.  The  hemorrhage  continues 
to  recur  occasionally  ;  but  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  de- 
termining by  examination  the  condition   of  the  pulmonary 
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robfitance.  The  general  symptoms,  however,  would  leave  but 
little  doubt  that  tubercular  deposits  have  succeeded  the 
hemoptysis.  In  another  remarkable  instance,  pulmonary 
hemorrhage  commenced  at  the  age  of  thirty,  become  copious 
and  occasionally  repeated,  so  as  to  debilitate  the  system,  but 
was  not  followed  immediately  by  signs  of  tubercular  disease. 
This  person  consulted  me  seventeen  years  after  the  first  hem- 
orrhage, and  was  then  in  the  last  stage  of  pulmonary 
consumption.  The  son  of  this  man  has  had  nearly  a  similar 
experience.  Pulmonary  hemorrhage  occurred  while  he  was 
apparently  in  good  health,  having  lost  no  flesh,  nor  had  other 
signs  of  pulmonary  disease ;  but  speedily  foyowing  the 
hemoptysis,  cough,  emaciation,  and  other  symptoms  were 
developed,  and  when  first  consulted  I  found  large  caverns. 

Numerous  cases  have  come  under  my  observation  in  which 
patients  declare  themselves  to  have  been  in  perfect  health, 
entirely  free  from  cough,  emaciation,  or  any  appreciable  symp- 
toms of  disease,  when  suddenly,  and  often  without  premonition 
or  evident  cause,  copious  hemorrhage  has  occurred,  and  which 
was  speedily  followed  by  evidences  of  tuberculosis.  In  a  case 
just  examined,  the  patient  declares  he  was  in  perfect  health 
eleven  months  ago,  when  copious  hemorrhage  (from  a  pint  to 
a  quart)  supervened ;  and  since  then  cough,  emaciation,  chills, 
etc.,  gradually  came  on,  until  now  he  has  lost  twenty-six 
ptmnds,  has  evidences  of  considerable  cavities,  and  all  the 
signs  of  advanced  phthisis.  The  patient  states  his  parents 
and  grand-parents  were  free  from  consumption ;  but  one 
brother  has  had  a  cough  for  six  years. 

These  and  similar  examples  seem  to  warrant  the  belief  that 
copious  hemorrhage  may  occur  anterior  to  the  deposit  of 
tubercles,  as  a  precursory  symptom,  and  one  which  is  more  or 
less  speedily  followed  by  the  local  affection,  unless  the  disease 
be  happily  averted.  But  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  that  such 
copious  hemorrhage  could  have  proceeded  from  the  very  small 
deposits  which  must  have  existed  at  that  time,  if  indeed  any 
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were  present ;  for  it  will  be  observed  that  in  one  case  the  most 
eareful  and  repeated  examinations  oonld  detect  no  toberelesi 
while  in  the  other  many  years  elapsed  before  the  pofanonaiy 
affection  became  dereloped ;  hence  it  is  fair  to  infer  that  either 
none,  or  very  small  deposits  were  present.  K  this  be  adnit- 
ted,  we  must  also  conclude  that  the  hemorrhage  arose  froB 
some  other  cause  than  the  local  deposits  (which,  if  present  i^ 
all,  were  too  inconsiderable  to  hare  produced  Bach  oonse- 
quences),  and  that  cause  was,  doubtless,  the  precnrsory  tuber- 
cular condition. 

8.  Phyneal  Sign».  Under  the  head  of  physical  signs,  the 
question  will  at  once  be  forced  upon  us,  ^  can  this  precnrsory 
stage,  in  which  local  deposits  have  not  taken  place,  give  rise 
to  phenomena  disclosed  by  auscultation,  percossion,  and 
inspection?*'  I  answer,  most  unequivocally,  in  the  affirmative, 
and  that  these  signs,  although  less  marked,  are  equally  char* 
acteristic  with  those  which  supervene  upon  the  advent  of  loesl 
deposits.  The  physical  signs  are  revealed  by  inspection,  per- 
cussion, and  auscultation,  and  those  means  which  measure  the 
movements  and  vital  capacity  of  the  chest.  Let  ns  examine 
them  separately. 

Inspection.  Examination  of  the  movements  of  the  chest 
reveals  important  modifications  of  the  physiological  state, 
although  the  phenomena  are  widely  different  from  those  wit- 
nessed after  the  deposit  of  tubercles.  The  condition  of  the 
chest  in  this  stage  appears  to  be  one  of  debility  of  the  moving 
powers  of  the  parietes,  and  as  a  consequent,  the  movements 
are  restricted,  and  dilatation  becomes  comparatively  incom- 
plete ;  hence  inspection  reveals  limited  expansion,  extending 
equally  to  both  sides.  The  distinctions  between  this  condi- 
tion and  those  which  occur  in  tubercular  deposits  are  very 
marked  and  characteristic,  and  can  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the 
state  of  the  parts.  Thus,  the  diminished  movements  of  the 
precursory  stage  are  equal  on  the  two  sides,  and  exhibit 
merely  restricted  action,  and  not  change  of  character ;  the 
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expansion  being  suflSciently  uniform,  although  restricted.  In 
ordinary  tranquil  respiration  in  this  stage,  the  expansion  is 
comparatively  small,  and  the  movement  proportionally  less  at 
the  apex  than  the  base ;  but  a  full  inspiration  restores  almost 
perfectly  the  harmony  of  movement,  the  dilatation  taking 
place  gradually  from  below  upwards,-  the  ribs  swelling  out- 
wards, as  in  the  physiological  state.  Forcible  inspiration, 
therefore,  restores  the  diminished  expansion ;  and  herein  con- 
sists the  special  difference  between  the  movements  of  this 
state  and  those  which  occur  after  tubercles  have  been  deposi- 
ted. In  the  latter  condition,  the  expansion  of  the  apex  can 
not  be  restored  even  by  forcible  inspiration,  nor  is  the  action 
of  that  physiological  typo  which  exhibits  a  gradual  swelling 
from  below  upwards,  but  on  the  contrary,  presents  more  of 
the  elevation  movement.  Another  distinction  is  derived  from 
the  expansion  heiwfr  equal  on  the  two  sides  before  deposits 
take  place,  but  necessarily  unequal  where  one  apex  alone  is 
involved.  Finally,  inspection  reveals  diminished  expansion 
during  tranquil  respiration,  but  which  may  be  nearly  com- 
pletely restored  by  forcible  restoration,  those  movements  fall- 
ing a  little  below  the  natural  standard,  but  at  the  same  time 
exhibiting  the  physiological  type  of  expansion,  so  far  as  the 
dilatation  extends. 

Admea9\irement.  The  vital  capacity  of  the  chest,  during 
tranquil  respiration,  is  evidently  reduced  under  the  conditions 
mentioned,  but  at  the  same  time  forcible  expansion  almost 
entirely  restores  the  natural  dimensions,  as  may  be  generally 
observed  even  by  inspection.  But  in  order  to  render  this 
observation  more  exact,  the  common  tape  measure,  the  spi- 
rometer, and  stethometer  are  brought  into  requisition. 

It  has  appeared  to  me,  however,  that  forcible  inspiration  so 
completely  restored  the  expansion  of  the  chest  that  these 
instruments  could  be  made  but  partially  available  in  the  diag- 
nosis of  this  stage.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  physio- 
logical dimensions  of  the  chest  can  be  fully  and  perfectly 
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restored,  for  it  is  evident  tliAt  the  mobilitj  liM  been  di{^j 
impaired ;  still  a  forcible  inspiration  will  so  far  restore  the 
natural  dimensions  as  to  leave  a  difference  too  small  to  be  of 
material  service  in  diagnosis* 

Percumcn.  The  evidences  of  morbid  action  afforded  by 
percussion,  although  necessarily  less  distinct  than  in  the  stage 
of  consolidation,  are  sufficiently  well  marked  to  lead  to  impoi^ 
tant  results.  In  consequence  of  the  diminished  mobiUty  of 
the  thorax,  and  its  contracted  state,  the  sound  elicited  by  per> 
cussion  is  less  clear  than  pertains  to  a  perfectly  physiolopeal 
state.  This  diminished  resonance  extenda  over  a  large  sor* 
&ce ;  and  although  its  most  marked  condition  is  the  superior 
part  of  the  chest,  it  has  a  greater  extension  than  could  be 
maticipltted  if  it  proceeded  from  local  deposits. 

In  addition  to  these  characteristics,  it  will  be  observed  tiiat 
the  dullness  is  equal  on  the  two  sides,  instead  of  being  devel- 
oped exclusively  in  one  apex,  as  occurs  in  tubercular  deposits. 
In  these  examples  the  parietes  of  the  chest  seem  more  rigid 
and  unyielding  Ihan  in  other  conditions ;  and  although  tiis 
percussion  sound  presents  less  of  absolute  flatness  than  when 
a  solid  substance  is  interposed,  there  is  nevertheless  a  well 
marked  degree  of  dullness.  But  a  still  more  important  dis- 
tinction consists  in  the  fact  that  a  forcible  inspiration  will  so 
far  restore  the  dimensions  of  the  chest  that  dullness  is  either 
absolutely  removed,  or  reduced  to  so  low  a  degree  as  to  ren* 
der  it  inappreciable. 

Finally,  we  may  enumerate  the  following  points  as  charac- 
teristic of  dullness  in  the  precursory  stage :  Dullness  diffused; 
equal  on  both  sides ;  never  flat ;  the  parietes  rigid  and  resist- 
ing ;  dullness  removed  by  forcible  inspiration. 

Atiscultation.  The  phenomena  revealed  by  auscultation 
are  not  less  important  than  those  previously  enumerated. 
There  are  two  special  characters  developed  in  this  state, 
namely,  weahieBs^  and  jerking  inspiration.    The  limited  tho- 
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racic  movements  weakens  the  tone  of  the  respiratory  murmur, 
which  can  be  fully  developed  only  by  a  forced  inspiration* 
This  weakness  extends  to  every  part  of  the  chest,  which  exhib- 
its a  strong  contrast  to  the  partial  changes  which  occur  in 
local  deposits. 

Finally,  many  will  doubt  the  correctness  of  the  preceding 
views ;  but  my  own  observations  have  been  sufficient  to  con- 
vince me  of  their  truth,  and  that  they  may  be  readily  recog- 
nized by  the  careful  observer.  All  must  agree  that  this  stage 
is  the  most  important  in  regard  to  therapeutics. 


Artificial  Rupture  of  the  Amniotic  Sac  during  labor.  Ohjec* 
tions  to  the  practice.  By  B.  F.  Richardson,  M.  D,,  Adjunct 
Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women,  in  the 
Medical  College  of  Ohio. 

Is  it  desirable  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  amniotic  sac 
during  labor  f  According  to  some  authors,  its  only  purpose 
during  labor  is  to  dilate  the  os  uteri.  Others  in  conjunction 
with  this,  consider  it  capable  of  protectii.g  the  foetus  from 
injurious  pressure  during  uterine  contractions.  All  writers 
that  have  been  consulted,  with  the  exception  of  Dewees, 
suppose  it  to  be  the  only  proper  and  efficient  agent  in  the 
accomplishment  of  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri ;  and  that  having 
secured  this  end  (complete  dilatation)  its  further  maintenance 
becomes,  at  least,  a  matter  of  indifference ;  and  those  who 
allude  to  its  protective  power  over  the  foetus,  seem  to  have 
reference  alone  to  those  cases  wherein  the  liquor  amnii  is 
evacuated  prior  to  a  dilated  or  dilatable  condition  of  the  os ; 
for  their  instructions  clearly  show,  that  after  complete  dila- 
tation, they  have  no  such  apprehensions  in  regard  to  the 
child. 

Is  the  amniotic  sac  the  only  proper  and  efficient  agent  in 
the  production  of  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri  f  Prof.  Murphy 
of  London  has  endeavored  by  a  labored  and  ingenious  argu- 
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ment  to  Bustain  the  affirmatiTe  of  this  qaettioiu  The  defiMi 
of  his  argnment  lies  in  his  haying  aesomed  thait  as  tu^ 
which  remains  to  be  proren.  He  asserts  that  the  anmiolie 
sac  is  a  better  dilator  of  the  os,  than  the  smoothy  round,  and 
comparatiyelj  unyielding  vertex.  His  argnment  is  by  as 
means  oonclusiTe  on  this  point ;  for  the  reason,  that  to  sostain 
the  assertion  wonld  require  a  total  disregard  <tf  irell  known 
hydrostatic  and  mechanical  laws*  Again,  he  assumes  as  a 
postulate  that  nntil  a  certain  degree  of  dilatation  has  oeenrrsd, 
if  the  vertex,  uncovered  by  the  membranes,  presses  npon  the 
08  uteri,  it  will  irrUate  it  and  render  it  rigid  and  nnyidding* 
This  idea  is  reiterated  several  times.  Terms  are  sometimes 
more  convenient  than  convincing.  On  page  85,  (London  Ed. 
1852)  he  says:  ^^If,  when  the  liquor  amnii  escapes,  the 
dilatation  be  slightly  advanced,  and  the  orifice  of  ihe  ntems 
increased  only  an  inch  or  two  in  diameter,  yon  may  ezpeet 
more  or  less  delay  in  the  completion  of  this  stage,  (die  first) 
unless  the  cervix  of  the  uterus  be  extremely  thin*  If  it  be 
at  all  thick,  the  irritation  of  the  head  generally  renders  it 
rigid,  no  matter  how  dilatable  it  may  have  been  previonsly.'' 
The  italics  are  our  own. 

Now,  it  may  be  pertinently  asked,  what  is  the  character  of 
that  pathological  condition  imparted  to  the  structure  of  die 
cervix  by  the  pressure  of  the  smooth  and  usually  well  lubri- 
cated vertex,  whereby  it  becomes  rigid  and  looses  its  former 
dilatability  ?  On  the  other  hand,  the  pressure  on  the  os 
uteri, — no  matter  how  violent, — ^by  the  amniotic  sac,  how- 
ever tense,  firm  and  unyielding  it  may  be ;  is  presumed  to  be 
incapable  of  producing  a  like  pathological  condition.  Pro£ 
Murphy  stands  not  alone  in  the  entertainment  of  these  views ; 
and  we  shall  therefore  endeavor  hereafter  to  point  out  the 
true  causes  of  this  actual  delay  in  delivery  and  apparent 
change  in  the  condition  of  the  os  uteri,  where  the  waters  are 
evacuated  early  in  the  first  stage  of  labor. 

Are  there  any  important  objectione  to  rupturing  the 
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hranes  after  complete  dilatation  of  the  ob  uteri  has  taken  place  ? 
The  opinion  of  writers  as  to  the  uses  of  the  amniotic  sac 
during  labor,  may  be  clearly  derived  from  their  answer  to 
this  question.  Chailly  says,  page  229,  "  After  having  ascer- 
tained that  the  dilatation  is  complete^  that  the  presentation  is 
favorahUy  and  that  there  is  no  other  mechanical  obstruction 
than  the  resistance  of  the  membranes^  it  becomes  the  duty  of 
the  accoucheur  to  rupture  them."  He  is  here  speaking  of 
resistance  of  the  membranes  without  regard  to  the  efficiency 
or  non-efficiency  of  the  uterine  contractions.  Again,  on  same 
page  he  says  :  ^^  I  have  stated,  as  a  principle,  that  the  mem- 
branes should  not  be  ruptured  until  the  dilatation  is  complete ;" 
4c.  In  regard  to  the  conduct  of  an  ordinary  labor  Dewees 
says  :  ^^  Should  the  pains  be  efficient,  and  the  os  uteri  well  dila- 
ted, or  even  easily  dilatable,  and  the  membranes  entire,  let  them 
be  ruptured  by  the  pressure  of  the  finger  against  them,  or  by 
cuttting  them  with  the  nail  of  the  introduced  finger."  The 
imputation  of  Prof.  Ramsbotham  against  Burns,  could  have 
been  applied  to  Dewees  more  justly.  Again,  in  the  same 
paragraph  he  says  :  "  And  this  should  be  done  for  the  follow- 
ing reasons :  first,  because  when  the  mouth  of  the  uterus  is 
dilated,  or  even  easily  dilatable,  the  membranes  have  performed 
wery  duty  they  can  perform^'*  &c.  Denman  says :  "  We  will 
therefore  agree  in  establishing  it  as  a  general  rule  for  our 
conduct,  that  the  membranes  should  never  be  ruptured  arti- 
ficially, at  least  before  the  os  uteri  is  fully  dilated,"  &c.  Burns 
says,  when  speaking  of  the  conduct  of  natural  labor:  "Even 
if  the  membranes  be  not  considerably  protruded,  if  the  os 
uteri  be  completely  dilated,  no  injury  can  arise  from  rupturing 
them,  for  they  ought,  in  the  natural  course  of  labor,  to  give 
way  at  this  time."  Gooch  says  :  "  Never  rupture  the  mem- 
branes until  the  os  uteri  is  almost  or  entirely  dilated,"  &c.  Lee 
says :  "  If  the  perineum  and  os  uteri  are  rigid,  and  the  head 
is  high  up,  and  it  is  the  first  child,  it  is  seldom  necessary  to 
have  recourse  to  rupturing  the  membranes  before  the  first 
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Btage  of  labor  is  nearly  or  Mly  oompleted/'  Chnrddl 
remarks,  when  treating  of  natural  labor :  *'  When  ve  ait 
quite  satisfied  that  the  head  has  passed  through  the  oa  atari, 
we  may  rupture  the  membranes,  by  pressing  the  finger  against 
them  during  a  pain,  as  their  integri^  i#  an  impediment  ta 
the  advance  of  the  child  after  this  time ;  but  it  shonld  not 
be  done  hastily,  nor  until  we  are  certain  that  their  naefiilnsss 
is  at  an  end."  F.  EL  Bamsbotham  says :  ^  It  is  desiraMa  in 
practice  to  preserve  the  membranous  bag  entire  as  long  as 
possible ;  or,  at  least,  until  it  has  performed  the  whoU  ^fim 
assigned  to  it  by  nature, — ^vii :  the  dilatation  of  the  oa  ntsri, 
the  vagina,  and  somewhat  of  the  external  parts."  Velpesn 
remarks  that  ^^  where  the  point  of  the  ovum  is  too  slow  in 
giving  way,  it  must  be  ruptured.  To  be  done  wUhaui  iimmi- 
venience,  this  little  operation  requires  the  comlnnatioa  of  the 
following  conditions :  first,  that  the  dilatation  shall  be,  al 
least,  very  much  advanced,  etc"  Caieauz  ^yes  umOar 
advice;  Blundell  likewise.  Several  of  the  foregoing  anthoit 
allude  to  the  advantage  derived  from  the  persistaaoe  of  the 
amniotic  sack  where  it  may  become  necessary  to  introduce 
the  hand  into  the  uterine  cavity.  It  will  be  perceived  npcm 
a  careful  review  of  these  quotations,  that  their  authors  be- 
lieved that  in  all  ordinary  labors,  when  the  os  uteri  is  fully 
dilated,  the  office  of  the  amniotic  sac  is  entirely  fulfilled.  In  tlM 
next  number  oi  this  journal  we  shall  endeavor  to  show,  that 
one  of  its  most  important  uses  remains  unfulfilled  until  the  pre- 
senting part  has  passed  through  the  superior  strait ;  and  that 
in  all  natural,  uncomplicated  labors,  especially  premipera, 
the  membranes  should  not  be  ruptured  at  any  time. 


On  Black  Cataract    By  M.  Sichbl.     (Translated  from  the 
Iconographie  Opihalmohgique  for  the  Western  Lancet,  by 

the  Editor.) 

A  ^ide  difference  of  opinion  has  prevailed  among  authors 
in  reference  to  the  existence  of  black  cataract.    Some,  like 
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Dupnytren  havo  denied  it,  for  the  not  very  satisfactory  reason 
that  he  had  never  observed  it.  Now,  as  one  practitioner  may 
never  meet  with  a  particular  form  of  disease,  it  is  not  fair  to 
conclude  that  such  a  form  does  not  exist.  What  is  denied  to 
some  to  observe,  peculiar  circumstances  may  present  to  others. 
Some,  again,  have  confounded  it  with  the  eataracte  pigmen- 
tetise^  an  error,  due  in  part  to  an  imperfect  diagnosis,  in  part 
to  a  neglect  to  dissect  the  organ.  Others,  approaching  more 
nearly  th^  truth,  have  included  the  black  with  the  lenticular 
cataract,  but  without  noting  their  differential  characters,  their 
consistence,  their  real  nature,  and  attributing  their  dark  color 
to  the  existence,  in  the  lens,  either  of  the  oxide  of  manganese, 
or  of  the  choroid  pigment,  or  of  melanotic  matter.  Clinical 
and  anatomical  investigations  long  since  taught  me  that  the 
opaque  crystalline  lens  takes  a  deeper  tint  as  its  density  is 
increased;  that  the  hardest  cataracts  among  those  most 
frequently  seen,  are  greenish,  green,  and  sometimes  even  of 
a. darkish  green  color ;  and  finally  that  among  the  lenticular 
cataracts  removed  by  operation,  the  hardest  and  rarest  of  all 
is  that  commonly  called  blackj  which,  although  really  of  a 
blackish  color  in  the  eye,  whe/i  removed  is  of  a  brown 
mahogany  or  yellow  amber  tint,  occasionally  of  a  deeper 
yellow  at  its  circumference.  This  variety  of  cataract  is 
exceedisgly  hard,  almost  stony,  and  produces  a  loud  noise 
when  allowed  to  fall  with  some  force  upon  a  piece  of  glass. 
It  18  also  extremely  flat  when  viewed  from  before  backwards, 
that  is,  when  it  is  throughout  of  a  hard  consistence,  and  not 
Bmrronnded  by  a  cortical  substance  of  less  firmness,  as  is 
c^j^arily  the  case.  The  black  color  of  cataract,  therefore, 
is  due  to  the  condensation  of  the  opake  crystalline  molecules ; 
its  substance,  contrary  to  what  has  been  advanced  by  writers, 
contains  no  oxide  of  manganese,  choroid  pigment,  or  melan* 
otic  matter,  that  is,  neither  carbon  in  a  particular  form,  nor 
iron,  nor  the  coloring  matter  of  the  blood,  as  has  been 
established  by  M.  Bouchardat,  who,  at  my  request  analysed 
VOL.  xvm. — 47 
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a  black  cataract  whidi  I  .extracted  m  1847^  bum  a 
nearly  seventy  years  of  age* 

For  these  reasons,  the  anatoHuqal  and  physidpgpcal 
aoters  of  black  cataracti  besides  its  brownish  or  darkish  odcrj 
are  those  of  the  rery  hard  cataract :  a  diatinct  opacity  behiad 
the  pupil,  hot  quite  distant  from  the  iria ;  a  broad  ahadow  sC 
this  membrane;  a  spacious  posterior  chamber;  aDiarior 
chamber  of  normal  capacity ;  iris  flat,  not  buidging ;  aiotioai 
free ,  and  rapid ;  Yi8i6n  decidedly  improTed  in  a  moderalt 
light. 

•  [^iTOR.-^Mr.  Dalrymple  in  hia  magnificently  illiistrattd 
work  On  the  Pathdogy  of  the  Human  Eye^  recogniaes  ths 
black  cataract  in  his  description  of  the  hsitl  cataract : 

^^  The  most  common  form  of  this  disease  in  elderly  persons 
is  that  of  hard  cataract,  a  condition  in  which  the  lens  awmmsi 
a  tint  varying  from  an  amber  yellow  to  a  brownish  ydleiry 
and  in  some  instances,  to  a  dark  sepia,  or  even  mahogany 
brown ;  indeed,  more  rarelv  still,  it  becomes  so  dark  aa  Iom 
very  ds£Scult  to  detect  at  all,  from  the  real  bladkneaa  of  the 
lens,  and  consequent  deep  color  of  the  pupil/' 

Chelius  in  his  Bandbueh  der  Augenheitkunde^  published  at 
Stuttgart  in  1848,  at  page  232  of  volume  second,  refers  to 
the  connexion  of  the  black  color  of  the  lens  with  its  density. 

Dr.  Kuete  in  his  Lehrbuch  der  Opthalmologiey  vol.  iL,  page 
680,  includes  the  black  cataract  under  the  head  of  CaiaraHa 
pigmento9ay  choroidealU.  In  a  note  he  refers  to  the  case 
described  by  Petrequin,  and  which  is  quoted  by  Dr.  Hays  m 
his  excellent  edition  of  Lawrence  on  the  Eye.  Ruete  also 
alludes  to  cases  reported  by  Blot,  Stellwag,  Alessi  and  others. 

Ph.  Fr.  von  Walther  in  his  System  der  Chimrgiey  vol.  iv., 
page  548,  referring  to  some  of  the  reported  cases  of  Uadt 
cataract,  observes  that  it  is  met  most  frequently  in  persons 
from  the  south-western  part  of  Europe,  and  in  persons 
of  the  choleric  temperament. 

M.  Jarjavay  states  in  his  IVaUe  d*Anaionne  Chirurgieakf 
voL  i.,  page  491,  black  cataract  is  one  of  the  greateat  denai^ 
(la  cataracte  noire  est  une  des  plus  denses). 

For  cases  not  enumerated  above  we  may  refer  the  reader 
to  page  677  of  Dr.  Hays'  edition  of  Lawrence  an  the  Eye. 
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A  Tails  an  the  AcidUy  and  AXkalmity  iff  some  of  ike  Human 
Fluids  in  a  Slate  of  EeaUk  and  Disease.  By  G.  P.  Hach- 
SNBSRO,  M.  D.,  Springfield,  Ohio. 


▲om. 
Seram  in  a  state  of  decomposition. 
Sweat 

Mncns.  (U.  Andral.) 
In  the  month,  fasting. 
Pancreatic  juice.  (Turner.) 
Gastric  juice. 

Ohyme. 

Chyle  in  the  small  intestines. 
Urine  always  acid  in  the  kidneys. 

Menstmal  flux. 


Serum  of  the  Blood. 

Sebaceous  matter. 

Ifocna.  (Booth.) 

Ib  the  mouth  after  food  is  taken. 

Pancretaic  juice.  (M.  Andral.) 

Intestinal  glauduiar,  and  lacteal 

secretions. 
Bile. 

Chyle  in  the  lacteals. 
Vnne,  sometimes  alkaline  in  the 

Bladder. 
penen. 
Lochial  flnx. 
Bxcretions  from  the  skin  when 

inflamed. 
Excretions  from  tfaemncons  mem- 
.  braae  when  inflamed. 
Colostrum  and  Milk. 
Tears. 
Saliva. 
Pns. 

water  discharges  in  Cholera. 


RATIONAL  DKDITCnONS. 

1.  Life  is  developed  in  alkalinity,  which  ever  remains  the 
groat  part  of  its  physiological  basis. 

2*  The  starting  point  of  life  is  in  the  lacteals — in  genera- 
tion with  the  Fallopian  tubes,  a.  An  effervescence,  sui 
generiSj  is  the  preliminary  action  of  vitality,  ite  virtue  existing 
in  its  impetus  with  its  chemical  and  vital  reaction  of  the 
implicated  molecules.  6.  Life  is  instituted  by  a  chemico- 
Tital  process,  the  chemical  merging  into  the  vital,  this  occur- 
ring after  the  relative  position  of  the  moleculies  is  such^  that 
one  is  able  to  act,  and  to  be  acted  upon  by  others.  Thia 
tction  is  double  and  antagoniBtic — both  assimilating  and  dis- 
integrating. Hence^  the-  immediate  process  of  growth  m 
^which  exists  life.    c.  Life  exists  not  in  matter,  per  se  ;  but,. 
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18  the  latent  and  relatiTe  propertj  of  matter  held  in  paenfiar 
combination  and  adjustment.  (2.  In  a  molecular  aspect  life 
becomes  multiple ;  and  continues  so,  until  still  more  multiple 
causes^  cause  its  destruction,  e,  A  destroctiTe  agency  eon* 
stitutes  a  part  of  the  elements  of  life  itself. 

3.  Exudation  from  inflamed  surfaces  is  purelj  mechanical 
— an  exosmosis  of  fluids  out  of  the  general  circulation  witheat 
a  vital  jurisdiction,  and,  therefore  is  susceptible  of  no  chem« 
ical  changes. 

4.  Acidity  formed  within  liring  tissue  is  specific.  It  is  a 
vital  process,  serving  as  an  emunctory,  as  an  agent  in  pro- 
moting digestion,  and  as  an  element  in  propagation. 

5.  Acidity  exists  only  on  9Uffaee$;  within  free  tubeSi 
cavities,  or  on  the  skin. 

6.  Alkalinity  has  its  domain  within  the  labyrinth  of  secre- 
tions, and  the  current  of  the  circulating  fluids. 

7.  All  secretions  that  are  subject  to  re-absorption  must  be 
alkaline  in  their  reaction.  No  free  acid  is  admitted  into  the 
general  circulation. 

8.  The  alkalinity  of  a  fluid  is  increased  in  proportion  to 
the  increase  of  the  function  of  the  parts  it  emanates  from,  so 
invariable  is  this  law,  that  even  acid  excretions  succomb  and 
become  alkaline. 

9.  The  assimilation  of  tissue  exists  in  the  agency  of  alka- 
linity ;  disintegration  in  acidity. 

10.  A  general  metamorphosis  of  the  alkaline  into  acid  is 
highly  disintegrating,  causing  destruction  of  the  living 
organism. 

11.  Alkaline  diuretics,  change  the  acidity  of  the  urine  not 
within  the  kidneys  but  by  an  alkaline  exudation  from  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  urinary  passages  from  the  tubuli- 
uriniferi  to  the  urethra. 

12.  The  mucous  membrane  in  its  normal  condition  secretes 
a  fluid  of  an  acid  reaction ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  when  the 
economy  becomes   unduly   charged   with   alkalinity,   either 
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through  a  medical  or  pathological  agency,  it  becomes  the  only 
and  great  emonctory  of  that  substance. 

18.  The  mucous  membrane  likewise  becomes  the  emunctory 
of  poisons,  some  of  which  in  their  physiological  struggle 
often  cause  disease,  as  cholera,  influenia,  etc.  Some  poisons 
have  similar  tendencies  towards  the  skin ;  causing  their  undue 
action,  sometimes  to  an  eruption. 

14.  The  relation  of  the  acidity  of  the  Wffaee9  of  the  body, 
and  the  alkalinity  of  the  inttrioTy  is  the  physiological  basis 
of  penpir<xticnj  both  inieMtinal  and  eutaneauSy  baring  an  im- 
portant bearing  upon  animal  endosmosis  and  ezosmosis. 

15.  Philosophically  speaking,  the  mucous  membrane  and 
the  skin  are  the  surfaces  of  the  animal  economy.  They  are 
the  sentinels  facing  all  crudities  that  hold  their  relations  with 
the  body.  In  a  strictly  normal  condition,  they  both  secrete 
acidity  in  equal  proportions,  which  may  be  considered  the 
delicate  balance  of  health ;  or  the  health*test  of  the  body, 
any  deviation  from  it  tends  to  constitutional  disease,  j 


On  the  Diagnosis  of  Hydrometra  and  Physometra,  Transla- 
ted for  the  Western  Lancet  from  the  Lehrhueh  der  Krank- 
Keiien  der  Weiblichen  Sexualorganej  von  Dk.  F.  W.  Scan- 
aoHi,  Wien,  1857,  by  J.  T.,  Cin. 

Hydrometra  may  be  confounded  with  pregnancy,  ovarian 
cysts,  and  a  distended  bladder.  It  differs  froijn  pregnancy, 
however,  in  its  slow  progress,  and  requiring  many  months, 
or  even  years  for  the  enlargement  of  the  uterus,  while  all  the 
positive  signs  of  gcbtation  are  absent.  Ovarian  tumors, 
before  they  attain  a  large  size,  usually  lie  in  one  of  the 
inguinal  regions ;  they  are  not  necessarily  accompanied  by 
amenorrhoea,  and  they  do  not  give  rise  to  the  uterine  colic 
which  so  often  attends  a  displacement  of  the  uterus  to  either 
aide.  The  vaginal  portion  of  the  organ  does  not  seem  to  be 
essentially  altered,  and  on  introducing  the  uterine  sound,  the 
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free  passage  and  theubBence  of  the  eTaoutian  of  the  mterine 
secretions  present  a  striking  oontrast  to  the  symptcuDsef 
hjdrometra. 

The  introduetion  of  a  catheter  will,  of  eowse,  remora  the 
distention  arising  from  an  overloaded  bladder.  Having  hj 
the  above  means  decided  that  there  is  an  aecnmulatiMi  withm 
the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  it  remains  to  detemiiie  whetker  it 
consists  of  mucus  or  blood — ^whether,  in  a  word,  the  affection 
is  Hydrometra  or  Hematometra.  We  have  a  right  to  conclude 
that  it  is  Hydrometra,  if  the  patient  has  paaeed  the  age  of 
puberty,  the  uterus  is  greatly  distended,  and  the  evacoations 
which  occasionally  take  place,  are  of  a  mncona  or  watery 
character.  We  have,  on  the  other  hand,  reason  to  anspeet 
Hematometra,  when  the  patient  has  reached  the  age  of 
puberty,  when  the  enlargement  commencea  at  that  period, 
when  it  perceptibly  increases  ynAk  the. well  known  aymptons 
accompanying  the  periodical  maturation  of  the  ova,  and  whea 
a  caraful  examination  shows  a  complete  ocdusion  of  the  cerfiz 
uteri  or  vagina,  which  in  most  cases  is  hereditary. 


•  ♦> 


BEVIEWS  AND   NOTICES. 


Tkg  Hand-Book  of  Practical  Beceipts,  of  fwry  day  use  ;  A  Man- 

ualforthe  Chemist,  Druggist ,  Medical  Practiiianer,AfaHu/acimrer, 

and  Beads  of  Families  ;  comprising  the  Officinal  Medicines^  their 

Uses  and  Modes  of  Preparation  ;  and  Formula  for  Trade  Pre* 

parations.  Mineral  Waters,  Powders^  Beverages,  JHaUtic  Articles^ 

Perfumery,   Cosmetics,  etc.     A  Glossary  of  the  Terms  used  is 

Chemistry  and  Medicine,  including  old  names,  contractions,  vulgar 

ajid  scientific  denominations  ;  with  a  copious  Index  to  all  the  Pre' 

parations.     By  Thomas  F.   Branbton.     First  American,  from 

the  second  London  edition,    pp.  807.     Philadelphia,  Lindsay  A 

Blakiston,  1857.    Price  81.     (Truman  &  Spoffoid  ) 


General  Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medica  ;  adapted  for  a  Medical 
Text' Book,     With  Indexes  of  Remedies  and  qf  Diteaeee  and  their 
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JUmitdieM.  Bj  BobleT  IHthgusom,  M.  D.»  L.  L.  D.,  Professor  of 
Institutes  of  Medicine,  etc.,  in  Jefibrson  Medical  College  of  Phil- 
adelphia, etc.  With  ld3  Illustrations.  Sixth  edition,  revised 
and  improved.  In  two  volumes ;  pp.  1083.  Philadelphia, 
Blanchard  ft  Lea,  1857. 

The  author  informs  us  in  his  Preface  that  he  has  subjected  the 
present  edition  to  a  thorough  and  careful  revision,  and  has  bestowed 
on  the  preparation  of  it,  "  all  those  cares  which  were  demanded  by 
the  former  editions,  and  has  spared  no  pains  to  render  it  a  faithful 
epitome  of  General  Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medica.'*  He  adds 
that  its  value  has  been  materially  increased  by  the  copious  Indexes 
of  Remedies,  and  of  Diseases  and  their  Bcmedies.  Price  86. 
(Through  Rickey,  Mallory  &  Webb.) 


A  Theoretical  and  Practical  TVetUtse  on  MidtDi/en/t  including  t^ 
JHaeaset  of  Pregnancy  and  Parturition,  and  the  AtienHofis 
Ttquired  ly  th^  child  from  birth  to  ths  period  of  vfecming.  By  P. 
Cazeaux,  Member  of  the  Imperial  Academy  of  Medicine ;  Ad- 
junct Professor  in  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  of  Paris,  etc.  Adopted 
by  the  Superior  Council  of  Pablio  Instruction,  and  placed,  by 
Ministerial  Decision,  in  the  rank  of  the  chu^sical  works  designed 
for  the  use  of. Midwife  Students,  in  the  Maternity  Hospital  of 
Paris.  Second  American,  translated  from  the  fifth  French 
edition,  by  Wm.  R.  Bullock,  M.  D.  With  140  illustrations  ; 
pp.  992.     Philadelphia.  Lindsay  k  Blakiston,  1857. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  speak  in  praise  of  a  work,  which  is  so 
highly  esteemed  in  Franoe.  The  present  edition  has  undergone  such 
A  thorough  revision,  that  it  has  become  almost  a  new  work.  It  is 
in  reality  an  Encyclopedia  on  the  subject,  and  the  translator  and 
American  publishere  have  done  their  part  in  a  manner  worthy  of  lo 
valuable  a  work.  Price  94,  (Received  through  Rickey,  Mallory 
*  Webb.) 


Th4  Medical  Student  $  Vade  JHecum,  A  Oompendium  of  Anatomy ^ 
Physiology,  Chemistry,  Poisons,  Materia  Medica,  Pharmacy, 
Surgery,  Obstetrics,  Practice  of  Medicine,  Diseases  of  the  Skin, 
etc.  By  George  Mbndehball,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics 
and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children  in  the  Medical  College  of 
Ohio,  Member  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  etc.    Fifth 
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edition,  revised  and  enlaived,  with  224  illnetnitions  ;   pp.  OH, 
Philadelphia,  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  1857. 

The  obj^t  of  this  work,  as  stated  by  the  anther  in  his  Prefaee, 
is  to  fnmish  the  student  of  medicine  with  a  short  and  succint  viev 
of  the  most  important  facts  and  principles  which  engage  his  atten- 
tion  during  his  pupilage,  and  is  intended  to  be  used  daring  the 
leisure  moments  which  occur  in  the  class-room,  or  elsewhere,  so  ai 
to  refresh  and  fix  in  his  memory  the  subjects  that  have  been  discnned 
by  the  teacher. 

It  makes  no  pretensions  to  originality,  being  "  strictly  a  com* 
pilation  from  standard  authorities,  intended  to  present,  in  a  hrirf 
space  and  compact  form,  the  outlinea  of  generally  admitted  tnrthi 
of  medicine. 

The  fact  that  a  fifth  edition  has  been  called  for,  is  the  higheit 
compliment  that  can  be  paid  the  work,  and  from  the  hasty  glanee 
which  we  have  given  to  its  contents,  we  believe  it  to  be  one  of  the 
best  of  the  kind  in  the  English  language.  Price  92.  (Rickey,  Hal- 
lory  ie  Webb.) 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  800IBa;i£8. 


St.  Clairsvillb,  0.,  Oct.  16th,  1857. 

Mr.  Editor: — The  Belmont  Medical  Society  met  yesterday 
at  Martinsville,  when  after  the  preliminary  business  was 
disposed  of,  Dr.  AflBieck  reported  a  caee  of  labor  preceded 
by  severe  hemorrhage,  treated  by  the  use  of  ergot,  and  con- 
cluded his  case  by  some  very  sensible  remarks  as  to  the  action 
and  operation  of  the  ergot.  He  gave  the  ergot  in  ten  grain 
doses,  repeated  every  half-hour,  until  he  had  given  fowr 
doses  which  had  the  best  effect,  as  labor  came  on  rapidly, 
hemorrhage  ceased,  and  all  things  terminated  happily. 

The  doctor  thinks  it  one  of  the  best  hemostatics  wo  have, 
and  it  will,  in  his  opinion,  control  hemorrhage  better  than  any 
thing  he  has  tried  after  the  cjiild  is  bom.  He  also  thinks 
that  the  injury  done  to  the  child  in  utero  and  during  birth 
much  overrated  by  authors;   he  has  not  seen  any  bad  effect 
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tberefrom,  when  properly  used.  It  is  Dot  mn  abortire;  he 
thinks  the  same  quantity  of  saw  dust  will  have  the  same 
effect. 

Dr.  H.  West  had  used  the  ergot  frequently,  but  not  with 
the  same  confidence  as  the  reporter.  He  thinks  in  some 
eases  it  will  do  good,  especially  when  the  uterus  is  in  k  tonic 
condition,  and  disposed  to  contract,  but  if  the  uterus  is  atonic 
or  in  a  quiescent  state,  that  the  ergot  is  inert  and  has  little  or 
no  effect.  He  had  giyen  it  repeatedly  in  prior  and  post  hemorr- 
hages, where  it  appeared  to  have  no  effect.  In  one  case 
of  placenta  previa,  reported  to  this  society,  April  6th,  1854, 
he  had  used  the  ergot  in  large  doses,  and  it  had  not  any  effect 
that  could  be  observed.  However,  he  is  not  disposed  to  discard 
it  from  the  Materia  Medica. 

As  to  its  abortive  effect,  he  thinks  it  has  tio  very  marked 
power.  He  gave  it  to  a  bitch  far  advanced  in  pregnancy,  in 
large  doses ;  also  to  a  cat,  in  neither  of  which  was  any  action 
observed.  He  also  knew  two  well  marked  cases  of  illegitimate 
children,  where  large  doses  of  the  ergot  were  administered  to 
no  purpose. 

Dr.  Wierich  thinks  it  an  excellent  hemostatic  in  post 
delivery,  when  there  are  natural  efforts  of  the  uterus  present, 
and  in  other  cases  he  thinks  it  a  good  auxiliary.  He  is  using 
it  now  in  a  case  of  passive  uterine  hemorrhage,  in  the  follow- 
ing prescription : 

Ergot.  Pulv.  gr.  v. 
Acetate  of  lead,  gr.  ij. 
Opum,  gr.  i. 
Mix — Given  three  times  a  day. 

Dr.  S.  B.  West  has  used  the  ergot  frequently  for  the  last 

twenty  years,  and  has  entire  confidence  in  it.    He  has  used 

it  before  delivery,  and  after  delivery,  to  arrest  hemorrhage,  to 

expel  the  placenta,  and  as  a  hemostatic  in  other  cases  apart 

from  labor  or  gestation.     He  has  used  it  by  itself,  and  in 

combination  with  other  remedies,  and  thinks  the  very  best 

heamostatic  he  can  get,  is  a  combination  of  ergot,  acetate  of 
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lead,  and  opiam.  Recently  he  has  used  this  eompound  in  a 
case  of  hematemesis,  hemoptyris  and  hemmtoria^  in  all  of 
which  cases  the  happiest  results  were  obtained. 

Dr.  H.  West  reported  a  ease  of  snppoeed  poisoning  bj 
fvhUhy.  The  subject  will  be  inrestigated  in  oar  court,  ithm 
the  question .  will  be,  whether  the  anonnt  of  whisky  ginn 
would  produce  death.  The  deceased  was  an  idiot,  or  partiallj 
so,  aged  thirty-four  years,  heary  short  stature,  short  neck,  and 
small  head.  He  drank  about  balf  a  pint  of  common  wlusky, 
and  became  comatose  in  about  one  hour,  and  died  in  about 
two  hours  and  three  quarters.  Three  hours  after  death  the 
reporter  drew  from  his  stomach  about  ten  ounces  of  fluid  tbst 
smelled  and  looked  like  whisky.  The  persons  who  gare  Ua 
the  whisky  have  been  held  to  appear  before  the  court  atneift 
term.  After  Ae  tUal,  if  any  tiling  is  elicited  of  intetest, 
you  will  hear  fSrom  it. 

A  pi^por  was  read  from  Dr.  Campbell  ft  Estep,  (neither  of 
whom  was  present)  giving  a  history  of  the  last  illneas  and 
death  of  George  Oook,  which  wfll  be  published  in  our  next 
transactions  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  months.  Onr  next 
meeting  will  be  held  at  Bridgeport  on  the  21st  of  January 
next. 

Our  meetings  are  held  regularly  every  three  months,  sod 
always  interesting,  although  not  attended  as  fully  as  we  could 
wish.     Respectfully, 

H.  West,  Secretary. 
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Jtevort  of  an  Operation  for  Removing  a  Foreign  Body  from 
beneath  the  Beart.  By  E.  S.  Cooper,  A,  M.,  M.  D,  Pub- 
lished'bj  the  San  Francifeco  County  Medico  Chinirgical 
Association  as  an  additiDnal  paper  to  its  Transactions  for 
the  year  1857. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  : — The  operation  I  am 
aboat  to  describe  has  been  the  subject  of  such  a  variety  of 
comments  and  so  differently  represented  by  the  public  prints, 
as  well  as  by  parties  who  were  not  present,  and  consequently 
knew  nothing  of  its  real  merits,  that  in  giving  a  true  descrip- 
tion of  the  case  it  appears  due  to  myself  to  mention  this  fact, 
and  also  to  refer  to  those  present  at  the  operation,  for  con- 
firmation of  my  report.  No  one  who  knew  anything  of  Seal's 
condition  at  the  time,  hesitated  to  say  that  he  must  die  with- 
out an  operation.     He  expected  to  die  under  the  knife,  and 

TO  directions  about  his  burial  before  the  operation  began. 

is  friends  expected  him  to  die,  and  were  assured  that  such 
would  probably  be  the  case ;  but  all  wished  him  to  embrace 
the  only  remaining  chance  of  prolonging  life,  and  guided  by 
m  brave  spirit,  he  most  cheerfully  took  all  risk,  and  fortune 
rewarded  his  courage. 

It  has  been  known  from  immemorial  time  that  wounds  pene« 
trating  the  cavity  of  the  chest  are  not  necessarily  fatal.  This 
knowledge  suggested  operations  upon  the  thorax  in  the  very 
infancy  of  surgery.  Accordingly  we  find  that  exsection  of 
the  ribs  was  practised  by  (ralen  in  his  native  village,  Perga- 
mus,  Asia  Minor,  while  he  was  still  a  very  young  man,  as 
early  as  the  first  half  of  the  second  century,  and  by  number- 
less other  surgeons  up  to  our  own  time,  {mercure  de  France^ 
Aprils  1758.)  Suif  excised  two  ribs  of  a  man  named  Botaque, 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  able  to  introduce  the  fist  into  the 
chest.  ( Velpeau's  Operative  Surgery.)  Even  the  native  Fiji 
Islanders  frequently  cut  through  the  intercostal  spaces  by 
means  of  a  splinter  of  shell,  and  extract  barbed  arrows  from 
the  inside  of  the  chest.     ( WiUiarM*  Tonga  Islands.) 

The  operation  of  Richerand,  where  ft  most  extensive  section 
was  made,  is  well  known.  Since  1818,  the  ribs  have  twice 
been  exsected  successfully,  by  Cittadini,  by  Percy,  for  caries 
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of  two  ribs,  resulting  from  gun  shot  wotuids,  by  M.  Blan^in, 
at  Beaujon,  by  Roux,  at  la  Charity  and  by  Mott,  of  New 
York. 

But  the  case  of  Richerand  is  the  only  one  that  bears  any 
resemblance  to  the  one  I  am  about  to  report.  In  Richerand't 
case  ^'  it  became  necessary  to  remove  the  middle  portion  rf 
four  ribs,  to  the  extent  of  several  inches.  The  pleura,  which 
was  greatly  thickened,  had  also  to  be  removed,  ao  that  the 
pulsations  of  the  heart  were  exposed  naked  to  the  sight'' 
This  operation  was  for  cancer,  and  the  patient  died  at  the 
expiration  of  a  few  months,  from  the  regeneration  of  the  dis* 
ease.     (  Velpeau  loc.  cit,) 

Wounds  of  the  heart  itself  are  well  known  not  to  be  necefp 
sarily  fatal.  Dissections  have  revealed  cicatrices  on  the  heart 
when  the  subject  had  died  from  an  entirely  different  came 
long  after  the  wound  had  been  received.  Caaea  might  be 
cited  with  names  and  dates,  if  they  were  not  well  known  to 
the  learned. 

But  the  demand  for  surgical  interference  in  cases  of  foreign 
bodies  in  the  chest,  depends  upon  the  violence  of  the  attend- 
ant symptoms  and  upon  the  nature  of  tlie  foreign  body  itsdi 
Lead,  for  instance,  will  generally  become  encysted,  and  eaose 
comparatively  little  inconvience  after  it  once  stops,  while  a 
small  bit  of  iron  will  produce  suppuration,  and  is  liable  to  keep 
changing  its  location,  and  may,  therefore,  produce  violent 
symptoms  after  months,  or  even  years. 

Case. — Mr.  B.  T.  Beal,  »t.  twenty-five,  of  Springfield, 
Tuolumne  county,  California,  with  some  other  young  men,  in 
a  frolicsome  mood,  resolved  to  burst  an  old  gun,  and  accor* 
dingly  loaded  it  w^ith  about  eighteen  inches  of  powder,  to 
which  they  connected  a  slow  match,  and  then  endeavored  to 
seek  security  by  flight.  Unfortunately,  a  brisk  wind  blew  up 
the  powder  with  great  rapidity,  and  the  gun  exploded  before 
they  had  retreated  far.  A  slug  of  iron  had  been  driven  into 
the  gun  as  a  temporary  breech  pin,  which  bursting  out  in  the 
explosion,  struck  Mr.  Beal  in  the  left  side  below  the  arm-pit, 
fracturing  the  sixth  rib,  entering  the  chest,  and  lodging,  as 
was  afterwards  found,  beneath  the  heart  upon  the  vertebral 
column,  just  to  tlie  right  of  the  descending  aorta,  where  it  bad 
evidently  remained  from  the  period  ot  the  injury,  January 
26th,  1857,  until  it  was  removed  April  9th,  seventy-four  days 
after.     In  a  state  of  extreme  prostration,  he  was  brought  to 
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• 
the  city,  having  had  frequent  discharges  of  several  ounces  of 
purulent  matter  at  a  time  from  the  chest  through  the  original 
wound.  The  left  lung  had  lost  its  function,  probably  less  on 
account  of  the  violence  done  the  lung  at  the  time,  than  from 
the  subsequent  accumulation  of  pus  in  the  chest,  though  he 
had  bloody  expectoration  for  a  few  days.  He  came  to  my 
Infirmary  on  Mission  street  8th  of  April,  and  during  the  night 
following  had  alarming  symptoms  of  suffocation,  so  much  so 
that  I  entertained  most  serious  apprehensions  that  he  would 
not  live  till  morning.  So  urgent  had  his  symptoms  become, 
that  after  his  arrival  he  was  constantly  in  absolute  danger  of 
dying  from  suffocation,  so  that  no  time  was  to  be  lost,  even 
for  him  to  obtain  rest  from  the  fatigues  of  his  journey.  Under 
the  greatest  disadvantages,  therefore,  the  operation  had  to  be 
performed  ;  otherwise  he  must  be  abandoned  to  his  fate,  which 
a  surgeon  feels  but  little  inclined  to  do  in  case  of  such  a  brave 
patient,  who  is  willing  to  endure  any  operation,  however  pain-* 
nil  or  hazardous,  to  save  life. 

Operation. — ^The  patient  beinc  placed  on  the  right  side,  an 
incision  through  the  soft  parts,  three  inches  long,  was  made  : 
commencing  opposite  the  seventh  true  rib,  and  following  the 
track  of  the  original  wound,  was  carried  over  the  fifth  and 
sii^h  ribs,  which  were  drawn  close  to  each  other  by  contrac- 
tMto,  consequent  upon  the  injury.  The  sixth  true  rib  was 
found  fractured  and  slightly  carious.  A  transverse  incision, 
three  inches  long,  was  now  made,  beginning  at  the  center  of 
the  first  when  the  soft  parts  were  reflected,  so  as  to  expose 
the^bs.  Torsion  was  applied  to  one  intercostal  and  two  or 
three  small  arteries,  which  bled  rather  freely.  The  wound 
was  now  fully  absterged,  after  which  an  effort  was  made  to 
find  the  breech-pin  by  using  the  probe.  This  failing,  the 
incisions  were  lengthened  and  the  ribs  further  exposed.  A 
portion  of  the  sixth  rib,  which  was  carious,  was  now  removed, 
und  was  followed  by  the  discharge  of  about  ten  ounces  of  fluid 
resembling  venous  blood,  contained  in  a  cy»t  which  was  broken 
by  the  removal  of  the  portion  of  the  rib.  A  most  extensive 
but  careful  examination  with  the  probe  was  now  made,  in 
order  to  detect,  if  possible,  the  foreign  body,  yet  to  no  pur- 
pose ;  but  air  having  already  been  admitted  into  the  chest,  I 
unhesitatingly  removed  portions  of  the  fifth  and  seventh  ribs, 
together  with  such  an  additional  piece  of  the  sixth  as  was 
necessary  to  make  ample  room  to  afford  every  facility  for  the 
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further  prosecution  of  the  search.  Some  Tory  firm  adventi- 
tious attachments  were  now  broken  up  with  the  fingers,  which 
gavo  exit  to  an  immense  amount  of  purulent  matter — ^two 
quarts  at  least — which  had  been  entirely  disconnected  with 
the  fluid  first  discharged  from  the  chest.  The  pleura  hid 
several  large  holes  through  it,  and  was  thickened  to  four  or 
six  times  its  natural  state  in  some  parts.  The  pulsations  of  the 
heart  in  the  pericardium  could  be  distinctly  aeen  tbjrough  these 
holes.  Brandy  was  now  freely  administered  to  the  patient, 
who  appeared  to  be  rapidly  sinking.  The  left  lung  was  found 
completely  collapsed  after  the  discharge  of  purofent  matter. 
By  giving  brandy  freely,  the  patient  soon  began  to  revivei 
when  the  search  for  the  foreign  body  was  resumed.  At  this 
time  the  fingers  could  be  placed  upon  different  portions  of  the 
heart  and  feci  its  pulsations  distinctly,  but  could  obtain  no 
clue  to  the  location  of  the  foreign  body.  The  patient  now 
appeared  almost  completely  exhausted.  Brandy  was  givea 
freely.  Chloroform  was  not  administered  at  first,  owing  to 
the  expected  collapse  of  the  left  lung  on  the  admission  of  air 
into  the  chest,  but  a  considerable  reaction  taking  place,  a  limi- 
ted quantity  was  now  used,  and  the  manipulations  continued. 
A  sound  was  introduced,  and  the  thoracic  cavity  explored  for 
at  least  three-quarters  of  an  hour  before  anything  like  a 
metallic  touch  could  be  recognized,  and  then  it  was  so  indis- 
tinct as  to  leave  tlie  matter  doubtful. 

The  space  immediately  above  the  diaphragm  was  considered 
the  rerrion  in  which  the  metal  was  most  likely  to  be  found ; 
since  the  immense  amount  of  suppuration  which  had  taken 
place,  it  was  thouglit,  might  have  dislodged,  and  gravitation 
carried  it  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  chest.  The  metal  not 
being  found  here,  there  was  no  longer  any  probable  opinion 
to  be  formed  as  to  its  whereabouts,  and  to  describe  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  search  that  followed  would  be  difficult,  if  not 
impossible.  No  one  can  have  any  just  conception  ot  the  degree 
of  patience  required  to  do  what  was  done,  save  the  one  who 
did  it.  This  is  not  spoken  boastingly,  but  it  is  simply  the 
truth.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  a  general  exploration  of  that 
side  of  the  chest  was  made,  and  then  it  was  taken  by  sections, 
occasionally  ])assing  through  holes  in  the  pleura,  which  latter 
appeared  to  have  scarcely  no  normal  relatione  to  the  surround- 
ing structures,  touching  by  lines  the  entire  surface  of  the 
parts,  and  at  last  the  sound  appeared  to  encounter  something 
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of  a  metallic  nature  beneath  the  heart,  but  the  pulsations  of 
that  organ  were  so  strong  against  the  instrument  as  to  render 
it  difficult  to  settle  the  matter  definitely.  At  last,  however, 
it  became  evident  that  the  location  of  the  iron  was  found,  and 
I  endeavored  to  move  it  out  of  its  position  with  the  point  of 
the  sound,  in  order  to  get  it  into  a  place  more  eligible  for 
extraction  by  the  forceps.  I  failed  in  this,  and  in  manoeuver- 
ing  the  instrument,  finally  lost  the  track  by  which  the  sound 
had  first  passed  back  of  the  heart  to  the  metal,  and  it  was 
during  my  efforts  to  recover  this,  and  which  was  accomplished 
with  the  more  difficulty,  owing  to  some  membranes  falling  in 
the  way,  that  I  discovered  the  sound  had  in  the  first  instance 
reached  the  metal  by  passiuj^  between  the  descending  aorta 
and  tho  apex  of  the  heart.  The  metal  being  again  found,  the 
sound  was  steadily  and  strongly  held  in  contact  with  it  until 
a  pair  of  long  lithotomy  forceps  waa  thereby  conducted  to  the 
spot,  and  the  breech-pin  seized  and  extracted,  which,  how- 
ever, was  the  work  of  several  minutes,  owing  to  the  great  dif- 
ficulty in  grasping  it,  even  after  tho  forceps  was  male  to  touch 
it.  The  forceps,  however,  being  heavier,  the  motion  of  tho 
heart  was  not  so  embarrassing  to  its  manipulations  as  it  had 
been  to  that  of  the  sound,  but  owing  to  its  size,  it  could  not 
follow  the  sound  and  be  expanded  sufficiently  to  seize  the 
metal  without  lifting  the  apex  of  the  heart  considerably  out 
of  its  natural  position.  After  the  metal  was  cxtractcc^  the 
patient  was  turned  on  the  wounded  side,  and  a  tent  placed  in 
the  track  of  the  original  sinus,  after  which  the  wound  waa 
dressed,  and  the  sufferer  permitted  to  rest  in  bed,  with  his 
body  still  inclined  towards  the  injured  side. 

April   10th. — Greatly   prostrate  ;  slight  pain  in  the  left 
breast ;  no  motion  of  that  lung ;  gave  morphine. 

April  11th. — Same  as  yesterday. 

April  12th. — Slight  cough ;  gave  enema  and  light  nourish- 
ment. 

April  13th. — ^Evacuations 'from  bowels;  slight  discharge 
from  the  wound,  being  the  first  since  the  operation. 

April  14th. — Improving  ;  considerable  appetite. 

April  loth.  do.  do.  do. 

April  16th.  do.  do.  do. 

April  17th.  do.  do.  do. 

April  18th.  do.  do.  do. 

April  19th. — Considerable  cough. 
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April  20tli. — Severe  cough  to-day  and  pain  in  the  right 
side,  as  also  in  that  of  the  wound,  though  not  so  great  as  in 
the  other. 

Skin  dry  ;  no  expectoration  ;  urine  scantj  and  highly  col- 
ored. These  symptoms  were  very  alarming,  the  more  so  from 
the  fact  of  their  implicating  the  hitherto  sound  Inng. 

The  pneumonic  symptoms  continued  without  mbateroent  for 
several  days,  and  finally  subsided,  but  left  the  patient  greatly 
prostrate.  On  the  26th  purulent  expectoration  began,  an^ 
continued  to  increase  for  about  a  week,  when  neanV  a  pint 
was  discharged  in  the  space  of  twenty-four  hoars,  and  durine 
this  time  but  little  escaped  from  the  wound.  After  this  perio(^ 
for  nearly  two  weeks,  the  discharge  was  greater  or  less  from 
the  wound,  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  pumlent  matter 
expectorated,  and  vice  versa.  The  matter  from  both  plaees 
being  of  the  same  quality,  and  occasionally  tinged  with  blood. 

At  the  end  of  two  weeks  from  the  time  the  communicatiott 
between  the  trachea  and  the  original  suppurating  surfaee 
appeared  to  have  been  established,  the  purulent  expectoration 
began  gradually  to  subside,  and  the  patient's  condition  slowly 
to  improve  until  the  end  of  seven  weeks  after  the  operation, 
when  he  left  the  city.  There  was  no  perceptible  motion  of 
the  left  lung  at  this  time.  He  was  considerably  fatigued  by 
his  journey  from  the  city  to  the  country,  and  appeared  worse 
for  several  days  in  consequence,  but  eventually  bogjin  to 
improve  rapidly,  and  continued  to  do  so  until  three  weeks 
since,  at  which  time,  as  is  well  known,  he  visited  this  city,  and 
was  so  improved  as  not  to  be  recognized  by  medical  men  pres- 
ent at  the  operation,  who  had  seen  him  every  day  for  some 
weeks  after. 

Aug.  1. — Present  Condition. — The  external  wound  ha; 
entirely  cicatrized.  No  cough  nor  pain  in  the  left  side — ^goo«l 
appetite  and  all  the  functions  of  the  system  well  performed. 
:  The  left  breast  is  somewhat  sunken,  but  the  upper  lobe  of 
that  lung  has  recovered  in  a  great  degree  its  former  action. 
This  operation  was  performed  in  presence  of  the  following 
medical  men,  some  of  whom  assisted : 

Dr.  I.  Rowell,  Censor  of  San  Francisco  Medical  Society. 
'"     Wm.  Carman,  Secretary  San  Francisco  Medical  S«>ci- 

ety. 
**     B.  A  Sheldon,  Vice-President,  San  Francisco  Medical 
Society. 


do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
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Dr.  L.  Grover,  Member  San  Francisco  Medical  Society. 
<^     J.  M.  Williamson,  Censor  of  State  Medical  Society. 
^^    Wm.  Fifer,  Aember  State  Medical  Society. 
"     R.  Beverly  Cole,  Pros.  S.  F.  County  Medico  Chirur- 

?'cal  Association. 
.  Beilly,  Secretary  do.  do. 

''    L.  Hubbard,  Ex-President  S.  F.  County  Medico  Chi- 
rurgical  Association. 

"    Wm.  Hewer,  Censor  do. 

"    J.  M.  Tewksbury,  do.  do. 

"     F.  P.  Wierabiclo,  do.  do. 

^^    J.  Lee  Webster,    do.  do. 

*^    J.  P.  Macauly,  late  Surgeon  San  Francisco  City  Hos« 
pital. 

"    B.  F.  Hardy,  late  of  Honolulu,  S.  I. 

^'  J.  S.  Calef,  Member  San  Francisco  Med.  Soc,  etc. 
BiMARKfi. — ^The  carious  condition  of  the  sixth  rib  was  pro- 
bably a  fortunate  circumstance  in  this  case,  since  it  favored 
the  formation  and  continuation  of  a  sinous  opening  through 
which  purulent  matter  was  discharged  from  time  to  time,  prior 
to  the  operation,  and  which  limited,  to  some  extent,  the  im- 
mense accumulation  that,  as  it  was,  had  nearly  terminated  the 
patient's  life  previous  to  that  period. 

His  suhseauent  astonishing  recovery  is  attributed  to  his 
great  cheerfulness,  good  constitution,  and  to  the  effects  of  our 
unparalleled  climate,  in  which  it  appears  nearly  impossible 
for  a  patient  to  die  with  almost  any  ordinary  degree  of  injury, 
proviaed  a  reasonable  share  of  attention  is  afterwards  given 
him.  San  Francisco  has  the  advantage  of  every  other  city 
on  the  globe,  in  regard  to  climate,  for  surgical  operations, 
since,  if  owing  to  any  peculiarity  of  the  case,  our  coast  breezes 
are  not  equally  well  adapted  to  all  the  stages  of  convales- 
cence, after  an  operation,  it  is  an  easy  matter  to  obtain  almost 
any  diesirable  change  by  half  a  day*s  easy  travel,  which  I  think 
can  be  said  of  no  other  city. 

In  Mr.  Beal's  case,  while  nothing  could  have  been  better. 
than  our  cool  bracing  atmosphere,  for  the  first  few  weeks  after 
the  operation,  still,  having  recov^ed  from  the  immediate, 
effects  of  that,  the  subsequent  lung  symptoms  were  much  bet- 
ter controlled  bv  a  removal  to  the  Santa  Clara  Valley,  thirty 
miles  distant,  tnan  they  could  possibly  have  been  by  medi- 
cine, conjoined  with  the  greatest  care  that  could  have  been 
bestowed  upon  him  in  this  city, 
VOL.  xviii. — 48. 
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What ii  the  nahiralponiicn  af  a  tmmum  Atrimff  labort .  By 
Edwabd  BiaBT,  M.  D. 

This  qaestion  was  suggested  to  me  Inr  ibe  peraeal  of  n 
interesting  paper  by  Dr.  Scbiiti,  in  the  Traneaotiona  of  the 
Berlin  Ol^tetric  Society.  (Verhandliiiijgeii  der  Gaaelsdiaft 
fiir  Geburtshiilfe  in  Berlin),  No.  4,  p.  oT,  on  the  aabjecC  of 
concealed  or  secret  partorition. 

Dr.  Schiits  points  out  a  fact  which,  oonsideriBg  the  eir- 
cumstances  under  which  parturition  in  secret  miiBt  lunully 
occur,  is  perhaps,  after  all,  not  so  skigular  as  on  first  ai^ 
it  might  appear  to  be.  From  the  result  of  ezteaaiTe  obMr- 
vations,  particularly  in  a  special  work  upon  tiue  mbjeet  by 
Dr.  Oohmi  yan  Baren  in  Posen,  it  appears  dmt  a  conaidnabis 
number  of  those  unmarried  females  who  are  ddiyered  ia 
secret  go  through  the  process  of  labor  in  aa  nnaaal  poeitioe. 

Of  100  cases  of  conceded  parturition,  which  Dr.  Cohen 
has  'collected,  and  of  which  aepositionB  Ittfo  been  ta^en, 
fifty  occurred  with  the  patient  in  an  uBosual  positioii.  Urns 
we  may  assume,  in  cases  where  a  woman  is  atone,  and 
ignorant  of  the  process  of  labor,  that  in  half  of  then  she 
will  give  birth  to  her  child  in  a  position  different  to  that 
which  is  ordinarilY  used  by  women  ,who  have  aaaistanes 
rendered  them  at  this  time.  Of  the  fifty  cases  jnat  alliried 
tb,  in  thirty  the  child  was  bom  with  the  patient  in  a  standing 
ik)sture ;  eighteen  were  deliyered  in  a  crouching,  squattittg^ 
or  sitting  position,  and  two  kneeling. 

In  fifty  other  cases  which  hare  been  collected  at  Berlin, 
the  position  of  the  patient  at  the  moment  of  deliyery  was 
ascertained  only  in  forty-fiye,  but  of  these  thirty-two  were 
delivered  in  an  unusual  position — ^yis.,  fourteen  standing 
sixteen  crouching,  squatting,  or  sitting,  and  two  kneeling. 

Although  we  have  no  means  in  England  of  procuring  sudi 
data  as  our  more  accurate  and  methodical  neighbors  in 
Prussia  have,  yet  I  think  that  the  experience  of  those  medical 
men  who  have  had  extensive  opportunities  of  ob8erTati<m 
will  fully  bear  out  these  facts. 

The  question,  then,  which  naturally  su^ests  itself  is — If 
a  young  woman  be  entirely  unattended  anauninterfered  with 
during  her  labor,  and  therefore  left  completely  to  the  guidance 
of  her  own  instincts,  what  is  the  position  she  will  assume  at 
the  moment  of  childbirth  ? 
^  The  chief  data  which  we  possess  respecting  the  position  of 
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women  during  labor  refer  almost  solely  to  that,  or  tbose, 
which  have  been  adopted  in  different  ages  by  oivilised  or  half 
civilised  nations ;  bat  as  regards  the  young  girl,  European, 
Indian,  or  Negress,  who  has  retired  into  solitude  and  conceal- 
ment because  new  and  peculiar  pains  warn  her  that  her 
pregnancy  is  about  to  terminate,  but  in  utter  ignorance  of 
everything  beyond  this  fact;  as  regards  the  manner  in  which 
this  diild  of  instinct  will  act  at  the  moment  of  parturition  we 
know  but  little. 

In  the  earliest  periods  of  civilized  life  to  which  history 
bears  record,  women  appear  to  have  been  delivered  in  a 
sitting  posture,  upon  a  seat  constructed  for  the  purpose.  Thus 
in  the  instructions  which  the  king  of  Egypt  gave  to  the 
Hebrew  midwives,  he  is  recorded  to  have  said,  ^^  When  ye  do 
the  office  of  a  midwife  to  the  Hebrew  women,  and  see  them 
npon  the  stools ;  if  it  be  a  son,  then  ye  shall  kill  him ;  but 
if  it  be  a  daughter,  then  she  shall  live.  (Exod.  i.  16.)  The 
titling  posture  appears  to  have  been  that  chiefly  used  in 
ttvilised  nations  from  these  early  times  down  to  the  last 
oentnry,  and  doubtless  suggested  the  well  known  labor-chairs 
of  H.  van  Deventer  and  others ;  and  Dr.  Smellie  mentions 
(voL  i.  p.  203,  4th  ed.)  that  in  remote  parts  of  England  ^^  the 
patient  is  seated  on  a  stool  made  in  the  form  of  a  semicircle ; 
m  other  places  she  is  placed  on  a  woman's  lap  ;  and  somOi 
kneeling  on  a  large  cushion,  are  delivered  backwards." 

The  supine  posture,  which  is  still  so  common  (and,  indeed, 
almost  universal)  on  the  continent  appears  to  have  been  used 
in  England  during  the  early  part  of  the  last  century.  Chap- 
man (1735)  recommends  the  supine  posture  for  turning  the 
ehild,  which  I  scarcely  think  he  would  have  done  if  he  had 
been  accustomed  to  cases  of  ordinary  labor  with  the  patient 
lying  on  her  side.  I  have  the  impression  also  that  in  Giffard's 
eases  I  have  met  with  allusions  to  the  supine  posture  as  that 
which  was  adopted  during  labor. 

In  Scotland  the  position  on  the  back  or  the  side  appears  to 
have  been  used  indifferently  till  a  much  later  period.  Thus 
Alexander  Hamilton  (1775)  says  (p.  137),  that  the  patient  is 
to  be  *^  placed  on  her  side  or  back  ;"  although  his  celebrated 
namesake,  Dr.  Alexander  Hamilton,  in  1784,  limits  the 
patient's  position  to  being  ^^  placed  on  her  side."  (Outlines  of 
the  Theari/  and  Practice  of  MidmferVj  p.  208.^  Dr.  Spence, 
who  also  published  his  ^^  System  of  Midwifery'  at  Edinburgh 
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in  1784;  advoeates  the  position  on  l3ie  sldei  intsmneh  as  ^\fj 
this  situation  the  woman  maT  lie  as  safb  and  comfortable  aft 
her  case  will  admit  of ;''  bnt  ne  adds,  ^  though  this  poritiori 
seems  preferable  to  the  others  that  I  hare  mentioned,  it  mast 
be  allowed  that  each  of  them  has  yery  greiit  adrantara  is 
particular  cades^  (p.  161).  In  speaking  of  **  the  |lo8ttion  of 
women  daring  labor"  (p.  148),  he  first  ulnds  to  tiie  reclining 
posture  which  was  adopted  in  those  ooiintries  where  Deren* 
ter's  chair  was  used,  and  states  that  it  was  *'  nearly  the  aame 
with  that  of  women  when  delivered  upon  the  common  delirety- 
chairs  used  in  the  Lying-in  Hospitals,  and  which  some  imitate 
bj  placing  the  woman  to  be  deliTcred  in  the  lap  c^  %  robosl 
female."  ^  The  next  position,  and  on^  which  is  pretty  much 
practised  in  the  northern  parts  of  this  country,  is  where 
women  are  delirered  hanging  about  the  neck  of  a  person  as 
tall,  or  rather,  if  possible,  ti^er  than  themselTes,  who  gentiT 
supports  the  small  of  the  patient's  back  with  her  haa£,'*m 
with  her  knees  fixes  the  knees  of  the  woman  in  labor.  (Mher 
women  incline  to  be  deliTered  kneeling  down  at  the  sMe  df  a 
bed  or  chair,  and  leaning  upon  it  with  tiieir  elbows  atad  head.* 
(p.  149), 

In  treating  of  this  subject,  the  late  0.  White,  of  Maiieli|^ 
ter,  is  perhaps  the  first  who  has  distinctly  pointed  oitt  dmk 
Die  horisontal  posture,  especially  on  one  side,  is  the  fittest 
for  a  woman  to  be  in  during  the  actual  expulsion  of  the  cl^H. 
^<  When  the  business  is  so  tar  advanced  that  there  is  reason 
to  believe  the  child  will  soon  be  bom,  it  is,  in  my  opinioq^  of 
great  conseauence  that  the  woman  should  be  in  an  ncAaOnial 
position,  and  it  will  be  most  convenient  if  she  lie  upon  her 
side  towards  the  practitioner.  Other  positions,  indeed,  sudi 
as  standing,  sitting,  hanging  by  the  arms  between  two  persons, 
half-sitting  and  h^f-Iyins,  either  upon  the  bed  or  the  knee  of 
an  assistant,  may  be,  and  I  believe  are,  often  serviceable  in 
expediting  delivery,  and  are,  therefore,  extremely  proper  in 
slow,  tedious  labors,  except  at  the  conclusion  ;  but  I  would  by 
no  means  advise  that  the  child  should  in  any  case  whatever 
be  bom,  or  the  placenta  extracted  in  any  of  these  positions.*' 
(ft  White  on  Lying-in  Women^  p.  106.)  This  quotation  con- 
tains, in  fact,  a  summary  of  nearly  all  we  know  as  t^rhy 
one  position  should  be  better  than  another  for  ^  wraian 
during  the  act  of  parturition ;  and  his  observations  apply  with 
peculiar  force  to  where  the  patient  is  in  a  sitting  position,  as 
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it  is  a  well-known  faet  that  the  expalaion  of  the  child  while 
the  mother  is  in  thia  position,  especially  if  at  the  same  time 
ahe  has  the  means  of  jGjcing  her  extremities  so  as  to  strain 
with  greater  effect  (as  when  on  a  labor-chair),  is  especially 
liable  to  be  attended  with  laceration  of  the  perinaeum : — thus 
Tolver  remarks,  that  **  at  Brussels,  where  Deventer's  chair 
is  indiscriminately  used,  lacerations  of  the  fourchette  and 
perinseum  are  very  frequent."  (On  thejoresent  MicUe  of  Mid- 
mvery  in  Paru^  by  A.  Tolver^  1770,  p.  9.) 

Mr.  White  has,  howcTer,  discussed  the  yery  point  in  ques- 
tion, in  describing  the  nianner  in  which  a  young  woman  might 
be  supposed  to  act  during  labor,  if  out  of  reach  of  any  as- 
listance.  ^^  Should  a  straight,  healthy  young  woman,  who 
bad  never  suffered  from  improper  dress,  inactivity,  or  un- 
wholesome diet|  be  seised  with  labor-pains  upon  an  open 
oommon,  totally  unattended,  and  with  no  assistance  near,  she 
would  for  some  time  walk  about,  then  sit  down  to  rest,  then 
rise  and  walk  again,  till,  for  her  own  ease  and  the  safety  of 
the  child,  she  would  find  it  necessary  to  lie  down." 

My  late  excellent  friend  and  teacher.  Prof.  Naegel^,  of 
Heidelberg,  feeling  much  interest  iif.this  subject,  made  the 
following  experiment,  to  determihe  ^  £ur  as  possible  how  a 
younff  woman,  who  was  entirely  ignorant  of  parturition, 
.would  act  during  this  process  if  left  completely  to  herself.  A 
ypun^  unmarri^  girl,  who,  from  her  youth  and  extreme 
simplicity  appeared  to  be  a  fiivorable  subject  for  the  experi- 
.ment,  was  selected  at  the  Hospital.  Her  room  was  furnished 
with  a  few  chairs,  a  bed,  a  sofa,  and  also  a  labor-chair.  All 
allusions  to  her  labor  were  carefully  abstained  from.  During 
the  first  half  of  labor  she  took  her  pains  in  a  variety  of  ways, 
aometimes  standing  against  the  wall,  ^  others  leaning  over 
the  back  of  a  chair,  etc.  When  tired  of  standing,  she  sat 
down,  and  could  not  at  first  make  up  her  mind  which  was  most 
oomfortable,  a  chair  or  the  sofa.  One  trial  of  the  labor-chair 
was  quite  conclusive  to  her  mind,  and  she  did  not  repeat  the 
attempt.  As  the  straining  pains  of  the  last  stage  came  on, 
she  began  to  lie  down,  first  on  the  sofa,  then  on  the  bed, 
which  sue  ultimately  preferred,  rolling  first  on  one  side,  then 
onlhe  other,  or  taking  her  pains  lying  on  her  back ;  but 
wWti  the  expulsion  of  the  head  commenced  she  turned  upon 
ber  left  side,  and  the  child  was  born  in  this  posture.  I  may 
.add,  that  the  result  of  this  experiment  chiefly  influenced 


Prof.  Naegel^  in  adofiting  the  portion  cm  <he  left  ride,  or 
English  poeition,  as  it  is  called  anroed,  and  which  had  heen 
intn>dnced  at  Vienna  seme  years  previoiidy  bj  the  eelefarated 
Boer,  after  his  Tisit  to  this  coontrj. 

A  West  Indian  friend,  at  m j  reqveet,  een^ht  infomialiea 
on  this  snbject  from  an  old  planter  who  had  h?ed  m  Jamaieiy 
manj  years  before  the  emaneipation  of  the  slaTea  there ;  and 
his  obseryationsy  although  not  in  aeeordanee  with  the  opfoiea 
which  I  have  ventured  to  giye  respecting  the  position  which 
a  woman  takes  during  the  expulsion  of  her  dbild,  are  too 
interesting  to  omit  here.  He  remarks  that  **  there  is  no 
natural  position,  but  positiona— no  more  than  for  a  man  with 
colic,  for  instance,  the  West  Indian  *  dry  belly/''  '<  Idleness 
or  exerdse  produce  their  consequences  there  as  elsewhere. 
At  the estate  many  women  died  and  many  ehildren  in 

Sarturition.  The  cause  appeared  that  the  women  were  on 
ered  to  go  to  the  hot-houses,  er  allowed  to  do  litde  or  la 
work  some  weeks,  perhqw  montlHi,  before  lymg-in.  An  anim 
given  that  they  should  work  up  to  the  latest  before  they  wsrt 
put  to  bed,  had  the  eieot  that  no  women  died  in  ehildbtrth, 
and  no  ohildrra  by  difiieult  delirety.  In  place  of  a  loss  ef 
women  and  children  that  year,  foity  to  forty-fonr  diildren 
were  added  to  the  estate,  and  the  premium  allowed  by  the 
county  to  the  overseer  was  awarded  to  »  which  he  ^en- 
erouBiy  distributed  among  the  mothers.  Anything  Africsn 
was  forgotten,  for  few,  probably  no  women  were  imported; 
girls  on^,  who  consequently  produced  their  children  ci  la  Or^ 
oUj  or  d  r  AnglauBj  or  ct  V  EeoBmise.  Civilisation  has  put 
the  English  on  their  sides — the  French  on  their  backs.  A 
girl  or  woman  in  the  bush  would  know  no  natural  posture 
other  than  turning,  lying,  rolling,  or  remaining  in  that  posture 
in  which  she  had  least  pain.  This,  therefore,  seems  to 
confirm  the  observation  of  Dr.  Schiits  and  of  Dr.  Cohen  van 
Baren,  that,  after  all,  it  appears  to  depend  in  great  measure 
on  accidental  citcumstances  which  determine  what  position 
an  unassisted  woman  assumes  when  seised  with  the  violent 
pains  which  effect  the  eipulsion  of  the  child ;  that  in  a  state 
of  nature,  and  also  in  civilised  life  when  deprived  of  the 
ordinary  arrangements  and  conveniences  for  her  labor,  she 
will  be  influenced  by  a  variety  of  circumstances.  If  the 
labor  be  long  and  tedious,  and  she  be  considerably  exhausted, 
she  will  almost  certainly  have  assumed  the  recumbent  posture 
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long  before  the  expulsion  of  the  child.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  the  process  has  been  quick,  she  will  continue  in  the  stand- 
ingi  kneeling,  or  other  postures,  as  mentioned  by  Dra.  Schiitz 
and  Cohen  van  Baren,  until  the  end;  but  that  when  enjoying 
the  comforts  and  attendance  which  belong  to  civilized  lue,  she 
will,  in  great  measure,  be  guided  by  the  arrangements  which 
are  made  for  her  confinement,  and  will  assume  that  posture 
for  which  they  are  specially  adapted. 


The  Reflecting  Otoccope  and  Artificial  Drumi—Bj  J.  Henry 
Clark,  M.  D.,  Newark,  N.  J. 

One  day  last  winter  I  observed  in  front  of  my  residence  a 
nan  taking  from  his  pocket  a  small  mirror,  and,  turning  it 
obliquely,  throw  the  rays  of  light  down  a  hole  in  the 
edge  of  the  sidewalk  that  conducted  to  the  faucet,  by  means 
of  which  the  supply  of  water  to  my  house  was  controlled. 
Stepping  out,  I  observed  that  this  small  hole,  about  three 
feet  deep  and  but  a  few  inches  square,  was  perfectly  illunii*> 
Bated.  It  at  once  occurred  to  my  mind  that  an  instrument 
might  be  constructed  in  the  same  manner  to  shed  light  in 
upon  the  drum  of  the  ear,  affording  the  same  kind  of  aid  that 
the  opthalmoscope  does  in  the  examination  of  the  eye. 

I  have  for  five  years  had  in  my  office,  and  sometimes  used 
on  a  dark  day,  one  of  the  half  dozen  iUuminaton  which  I 
regarded  so  objectionable,  in  consequence  of  the  lurid  glare 
liirown  upon  the  drum  by  the  artificial  light  employed, 
that  I  had  ceased  to  use  it.  I  preferred  the  simple  tubes  of 
Wilde  and  Toynbee,  made  for  me  after  the  drawings  furnished 
in  their  publications.  Speculums  of  various  patterns  and 
shapes,  from  Cramer's  forceps  and  Wright's  polished  metallic 

yiaratus,  which  date  before  1816,  down  to  the  simple  tubes 
Toynbee,  have  been  invented  to  straighten  the  passage 
and  shed  sunlight  in  upon  the  drum.  The  ^*  illuminators,''  so 
called,  are  of  later  origin.  That  of  ^^  Hutchinson^'  is  perhaps 
the  least  excellent,  but  has  been  the  most  used  in  this  coun- 
try, because  lees  expensive,  being  worth  in  London  about 
one  and  a  half  pounds.  After  rejecting  several  other  plans, 
the  same  mode  of  setting  the  mirror  in  the  angle  of  a  bent 
tabe  was  adopted,  also  of  fixing  the  lens  in  the  eye-piece. 
In  other  respects  the  new  instrument,  which  we  call  the  JSe* 
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fleeting  Otoseopej  differs  entirely,  and  Berren  a  very  hr  mon 
useful  purpose  than  merely  the  reflecting  end  of  that  instn- 
ment,  if  it  was  regarded  expedient  to  buy  it  for  the  purpose 
of  using  so  small  a  part  of  it.  Mr.  George  Tiemanh,  the 
celebrated  instrument  maker  of  New  York,  took  an  interest 
in  the  matter,  and,  taking  the  cue  from  very  rude  drawiDgi 
and  suggestions,  has  succeeded  in  perfecting  an  instrument 
that  every  one  will  desire  who  wishes  to  become  familiar 
with  the  pathology  of  the  ear.  A  large  number  are  ordered 
in  advance,  and  the  first  one  that  was  finished  was  purchased 
by  one  of  the  Professors  of  a  German  Uniyersity,  who  re- 
garded it  as  better  than  anything  produced  in  Europe  thit 
he  had  seen.  It  is  afforded  by  Mr.  Tiemann  at  a  price  leas 
than  the  worthless  imported  ^^illuminators."  The  instrument 
is  got  up  in  a  neat  manner,  and  the  case  contains  specula  of 
various  sises,  which  may  be  affixed  to  the  reflecting  part  ai 
the  operator  may  desire.  The  most  important  novelty  in  tht 
new  instrument  is  in  the  speculum,  whidi  is  movable,  and  hti 
a  concave  interior  surface  which  renders  it  very  much  moit 
effective  than  the  more  usual  form,  and  better  applicable  to  a 
moderate  light.  Although  several  improvements  are  already 
contemplated,  it  is  only  necessary  to  see  it  in  order  to  pe^ 
ceivo  that  it  fills  an  important  place  in  aural  aurgery  not 
before  occupied. 

This  is  the  first  instance  in  which  an  instrument  of  this 
kind  has  been  made  in  this  country.  The  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing lenses  accurate,  and  eicellent  and  perfect  mirrors, 
has  delayed  its  production  for  three  or  four  months.  The 
profession  will  feel  obliged  to  Mr.  T.  for  the  ingenuity  and 
perseverence  which  he  has  manifested  in  bringing  the  ipstra- 
ment  to  a  state  of  completeness.  This  instrument  mav  be 
used  with  advantage  by  affixing  the  larger  sized  specuJun, 
for  the  examination  of  the  eye,  the  mouth,  or  the  rectoB. 
The  same  principle  may  be  usefully  applied  ta  a  specuhni 
vaginae  by  simply  enlarging  the  whole  apparatus.  I  und^ 
stand  that  Mr.  T.  has  such  a  design,  now  that  his  workmen 
have  become  accustomed  to  make  the  lenses  and  mirrors, 
which  have  proved  thereally  difficult  part  of  the  undertaking. 
It  is  applicable  also  to  strong  artificial  light.  Its  advanta- 
ges, to  sum  them  up,  are, 

1.  In  this  the  first  attempt  to  employ  solar  light  in  this 
manner  to  aural  examinations. 
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2.  In  this  the  first  endtovor  to  reproduce  in  this  country 
in  ftn  improved  style,  the  lenses  and  mirrors  which  have 
formed  tne  material  part  of  several  valuable  foreign  instru- 
ments. 

8.  In  the  oombination  of  the  lens,  mirror,  and  improved 
q>eoula  in  a  neat,  convenient,  and  not  expensive  instrument. 

4.  In  the  movable  speculum  which  enables  the  operator  to 
vse  the  largest  sise  that  will  be  admitted  in  the  meatus  ez- 
temus. 

6.  In  the  peculiar  and  entirely  novel  form  of  the  specu- 
lum which  is  attached  to  the  instrument. 

I  have  found  that  this  instrument  has  so  wonderfully  assis- 
ted me  in  making  a  diagnosis  of  diseases  of  the  tympanum, 
that  I  wish  to  introduce  it  fully  to  the  profession. 

Thb  Artifioial  Ttmpanctm,  as  made  by  our  instrument 
manufacturer  from  the  first  drawings  of  Mr.  Toynbee,  of 
London,  the  inventor,  is  liable  to  several  serious  objections. 
I  have  introduced  a  great  many  which  fail  of  adaptation  be- 
cause of  their  nhape  and  the  Itngih  of  iJu  9tem^  and  which 
are  destroyed  by  the  secretions  of  the  ear.  The  shape  of 
Mr.  Toynbee's  drum  was  determined  by  the  shape  of  the 
healthy  drum  when  dissected  out.  My  experience  would 
indicate  that  a  drum  of  eliptical  shape  is  better ;  also  that 
the  rubber  should  not  contain  the  material  that  causes  it  so 
readily  to  decompose.  I  believe  that  both  these  ends  may 
be  accomplished.  The  shape  of  the  artificial  drum  should 
•be  determined,  not  by  the  shape  of  the  natural  drum,  but  by 
the  form  of  the  rupture.  It  should,  if  possible,  do  little 
more  than  cover  the  rupture^  leaving  the  rest  of  the  drum  to 
•act  as  in  the  days  of  its  integrity.  In  my  New  York  office, 
1  have  seen  several  patients  lately,  entirely  relieved  by  re- 
garding this  principle  in  the  application  of  the  artificial 
ivmpanum,  who  were  before  not  benefited  by  this  appliance. 
Unless  carefully  constructed,  the  rubber  after  a  few  weeks 
draws  over  the  disk  or  button  on  its  under  surface.  An  in- 
telligent clergyman  thus  writes  :  ^^  I  would  not  be  without 
an  artificial  drum  for  any  price,  but  I  find  they  are  soon 
worn  out ;  the  elasticity  of  the  material  causes  it  to  stretch, 
to  that  it  slips  over  the  disk.  I  have  placed  it  in  a  new 
place,  which  gives  a  new  shape  to  the  drum,  placing  the 
point  of  suspension  in  the  foci  of  an  ellipse.  This  materi- 
ally aids  my  hearing."    He  goes  on  to  remark  that  this 
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fragment  is  of  more  service  to  him  than  the  unbroken  dmm, 
and  concludes,  "  that  the  configuration  of  the  rupture  in  his 
drum  is  elipticaL"  I  have  found  that  he  was  not  aingolar 
in  this  respect. 

It  would  be  very  desirable  if  some  other  fabric  could  be 
found  to  take  the  place  of  rubber  in  the  manufacture  of  the 
artificial  drum.  I  believe  that  rubber  is  op^i  to  several  seri- 
ous objections,  while  its  elasticity  only  fits  it  for  the  purpose 
that  article  that  can  bo  so  applied  as  to  clear  the  orifice  in 
the  tympanum,  and  intefere  in  the  least  possible  degree  with 
its  normal  action,  and  produce  the  least  degree  of  irritatioii 
is  the  best.     It  must  be  thin  and  should  be  elastic 

The  idea  of  an  artificial  tympanum  was  first  suggested  to 
Yearsley,  of  London,  by  an  American  patient,  who  told  Im 
that  he  could  produce  in  his  left  ear  a  degree  of  hearing 
quite  sufficient  for  ordinary  purposes,  by  means  of  a  moiMr 
ened  piece  of  paper*     Yearsley  found  the  tympanum  wholly 
destroyed,  and  regarded  the  case  hopeless.    He  saw  the  ma^ 
vellous  relief  afforded,  but  was  unable  to  repeat  the  experi- 
ment with  success.  In  1842  it  occurred  to  him  to  try  cotton; 
this  he  used  with  entire   success  for  six  years,  when  he  pub- 
lished his  method  of  practice  in  the  London  Lancet    As 
late  as  1853,  and,  I  believe,  later,  he  desired  nothing  better 
than  this  cotton.      Gutta  percha,  coils  of  silver  wire,  and 
various  other  substitutes  were  used  with  no  success.     Years- 
ley  found  that  the  cotton  rather  hindered  than  benefitted  hie 
patient  until  it  was  placed  directly  over  the  orifice  in  the  drum. 
This  patient,  a  lady,  introduced  it  herself  every  day  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  probably  does  so  still.      Without  it,  she  is 
perfectly  deaf;  with  it,   she  hears   ordinary  conversation. 
Yearsley  quotes  many  such  cases.      He  tells  of  exactly  the 
same  result  with  his  bit  of  cotton  that  I  see  produced  iJmost 
daily  with  the  rubber  artificial  tympanum  of  Tojnbee.     We 
need  not  despair,  therefore,  of  finding  some  better  materiel 
than  rubber ;  less  heating,  less  liable  to  irritate  and  decom- 
pose. 

Before  laying  down  my  pen  I  would  add  a  word  about  the 
use  of  rubber.  I  have  long  believed  that  its  use  in  coats  and 
shoes  was  productive  of  evil,  especially  without  the  exerciee 
of  judgment.  The  same  is  true  of  "  patent  leather/'  An 
example  has  been  afforded  me  within  a  week  that  furnishes  e 
valuable  hint:      A  child  who  had  been  uniformly  perfectly 
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well  from  birth  was  seised  with  obstinate  diarrhoea.  I  could 
not  discover  any  cause,  although  several  times  I  went  into  a 
very  c^arefnl  investigation ;  observing  at  length  that  the  nates 
were  terribly  excoriated,  and  on  beins  told  that  this 
had  never  happened  before,  and  that  it  had  grown  worse  for 
ten  days,  a  more  careful  enquiry  revealed  the  fact  that  jiigt  at 
thai  time  the  mother  had  commenced  the  use  of  an  India-rulh 
her  diaper.  I  ordered  it  to  be  at  once  omitted.  The  diar- 
rhoea was  better  the  next  day,  and  was  well  the  day  following, 
while  the  excoriation  was  wholly  cured  in  about  forty  hours 
It  has  since  been  tried  twice  with  the  same  result.  If  this 
illustration  is  sufficient,  I  may  be  permitted  to  regard  rubber, 
with  the  materials  employed  in  its  composition  and  admix- 
ture, as  on  the  whole  not  a  desirable  article  to  introduce  into 
any  of  the  cavities  of  the  body  if  a  substitute  can  be  olv- 
tained. — Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 


Extract  from  Dr.  Richardson's  Introductory  at  the  Chrosvenor' 
Place  School  of  MedicinCj  London,  October,  1857. 

After  a  few  brief  sentences  in  reference  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  school,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  Faculty  of  Lecturers 
had  replaced  the  school  on  a  permanent  basis,  the  speaker 
mssed  to  the  subject  proper  of  his  discourse^ — Hie  Medical 
jHlyrim's  Progress. 

There  were  two  ways  to  the  attainment  of  name  and 
worldly  position  in  medicine ;  the  one  the  broad,  easy,  and 
inviting  way — the  other  narrow,  difficult,  and  uninviting, 
but  the  only  true.  In  the  broad  and  easy  way  there  were 
the  most  travelers.  '*Here  were  the  men  with  means  who 
could  f^te  their  fellows,  and  trust  to  their  Governors  in  em- 
ergencies ;  who  could  bide  their  time  until  the  eolden  apple 
was  thrust  into  their  hands.  These,  the  petted  children  of 
the  broad  highway,  were  not  to  be  envied.  They  were,  as  a 
ceneral  rule,  foppish,  supercillious,  and  ignorant.  They 
formed  a  class  wUch  might  be  called  the  '  Yonng  Lady  Class 
in  Physic. '  .  In  this  path,  too,  were  found  the  men  who 
tried  after  progress  by  paying  false  deference  to  their  fellows 
and  superiors.  These  were  the  toadies  in  physic.  Again, 
there  were  in  this  road  the  dissolute  and  idle  men,  who  took 
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things  as  they  came,  and  let  tbem  go  as  they  go ;  who,  deri- 
ding a  progress  they  could  not  follow,  drawled  out  their  exiit- 
encG,  or  died,  as  though  they  had  not  been  bom,  and  earned  for 
themselves  the  title  of  the  'Old  Women  Class  in  Phyiic' 
In  the  narrow  and  difficult  path,  again,  there  were  but  a  few 
wayfarers,  but  the  road  was  rendered  sacred  by  the  foot-prints 
of  those  who  had  traversed  it — the  road  of  Hippocratei, 
Harvey,  Vesalius,  the  Hunters.  Here  must  every  one  walk 
who  would  follow  the  medical  pilgrim's  progress  to  its  ulti- 
mate greatness.  Did  any  one  feel  uiat  in  tne  path  thus  ma^ed 
out  the  labor  was  too  great,  that  genius  was  needed,  and 
Herculean  force?  Let  such  an  one  have  no  fear,  bat  ffo  on. 
It  is  true,  there  is  a  great  deal  said  about  genius,  as  uofogk 
genius  were  something  im  generia — a  kind  of  mental  malfor- 
mation, dependent  on  a  knuckle  of  brain  stuff,  stowed  away  pri- 
vately in  particular  noddles.  There  is  nothing  of  the  kind ;  bat 
there  is  in  some  men  a  happy  combination  of  mental  faculties, 
which  gives  to  such  men  a  superiority  over  their  fellows.  These 
faculties,  which  all  may  cultivate,  are  three  in  number — Force, 
Fearlessness,  and  Fact ;  they  are  inherent  in  man,  and  he 
who  cultivates  them  persistently  will  be  the  representative  of 
genius  beyond  expectation.  But  genius  is  not  developed  bj 
thinking  about  it ;  it  knows  not  its  own  existence.  For  the 
Medical  pilgrimage,  physical  as  well  as  mental  training  is 
required.  Simplicity  of  life  and  manner  are  indispensibles ; 
imbecility  is  the  first-born  of  luxury.  Talk  of  the  blessings 
of  riches  !  why,  what  position  do  riches  hold  in  their  influence 
on  the  world  when  compared  with  their  opposite  ?  On  the 
contrary,  in  science  there  has  been  scarcely  one  intellectual 
triumph  that  has  not  arisen  out  of  the  so-called  poverty  of 
this  little  earth." 

Having  illustrated  by  some  appropriate  sketches,  from  the 
lives  of  Franklin  and  Morgagni,  how  much  may  be  achieved 
when  the  body  is  kept  in  concord  with  the  mind,  the  lecturer 
urged  on  the  students  the  great  importance  of  attending  to 
the  physical  training  of  the  body. 

"  The  profession  of  Medicine,  lending  itself  too  readily 
to  the  old-wife's  stereotype  of  a  ^  real  doctor,'  makes  a  grand 
and  universal  mistake  on  this  point.  A  doctor  may  pipe 
a  sentimental  song  in  an  elegant  carbonic  acid  depot, 
called  a  drawing-room.  He  may  play  a  rubber  at  whist  with 
a  whining  old  maid.     He  may  do  a  mild  dance  if  he  does  not 
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polka.  He  may  take  wine  after  dinner  till  his  head  swims. 
6at  Heaven  protect  him  if  he  Tentore  to  take  part  in  any 
active  pleasure  which  shall  call  into  exercise  his  elegant, 
half  TiselesSf  mnte-at-a-ftineral-clad  limbs ! " 

Without  encouraging  them  to  any  injurious  pursuit,  he 
(Dr,  Richardson)  caued  on  the  future  representatives  of  Med- 
icine to  disobey  the  old  woman  oracle.  Innocent,  active 
pleasures  are  the  salt  of  life,  and  it  behooved  the  Profession, 
as  the  teachers  of  the  health  laws,  to  develop  this  fact  by 
example  as  well  as  precept ;  and  to  show  the  truth,  that  the 
more  vigorous  the  body  of  the  educated  man  the  more  vigor- 
ous would  be  his  mind.  Indeed,  much  of  the  namby-pam- 
byism,  vapidity,  and  anaemic  conceit  which  too  much 
characterizes  all  the  learned  professions,  is  due  to  the  slow 
process  of  effemination  and  unmanniniz  of  the  soul,  incident 
to  neglecting  the  physics  of  the  body.  — Times  and  Gazette. 


The  Virginia  Medical  Journal  and  the  New  Orleans  Medi- 
cal News  and  Hospital  Gazette  for  September  republish  from 
the  transactions  of  the  State  Medical  Society  of  North  Caro- 
lina, an  essay  by  Dr.  Otis  F.  Manson,  on  Malarial  PneU' 
mania.  The  New  Orleans  Gazette  prefaces  the  article  with 
ihB  following  significant  remarks : 

The  following  article  on  Pneumonia,  as  it  appears  amongst 
US  at  the  South,  must  prove  acceptable  to  all  our  readers. 
Practitioners  of  Medicine  here  are  beginning  to  be  aroused  to 
the  truth  of  the  proposition,  that  we  have  peculiarities  of  dis- 
ease in  our  climate,  and  that  the  therapeutics  of  the  North,  or 
of  transatlantic  regions,  can  not  be  considered  as  applicable 
to  the  same ;  and  if  we  could  only  induce  our  brethren  to 
follow  the  bright  example  of  Dr.  Manson,  and  record  faith- 
fnlly  their  observations,  the  most  skeptical  would  soon  ba 
forced  to  yield  acquiescence  to  the  doctrine  of  educating 
southern  physicians  at  home. 

Our  limits  will  admit  only  a  summary  of  Dr.  Manson*8 

views.    We  give  his  own  words : 

To  sum  up  our  reflections  on  the  pathology  and  etiology 
of  this  form  of  Pneumonia,  we  have  therefore  to  explain  its 
production  and  phenomena. 
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1st.  The  predisposing  tendencies  of  low  temperatures  ts 
produce  an  afflux  to  the  lungs  by  direct  contact  with  thdr 
interior  surface. 

2d.  The  same  cause,  by  repression  of  the  cutaneous  eraei* 
ation,  determining  to  the  whole  internal  organic. 

3d.  The  operation  of  malarial  influence,  which  not  odIt 
diminishes  the  vital  resistance  to  cold,  but  possesses  an  en- 
dent  inherent  tendency  to  produce  internal  engorgement* 
A  glance  at  the  pathological  condition  of  the  long  will  dose 
our  observiitions  on  this  division  of  the  subject. 

I  have  repeatedly  stated  in  the  foregoing  pages  my  impres- 
sions in  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  lung  parenchyma  is 
this  affection,  as  partaking  rather  of  the  nature  of  active  con- 
gestion  than  well  developed  inflammation.  This  is  proven, 
in  my  opinion,  by  the  following  circumstances :  1st.  The  sud- 
den occurrence  of  solidification,  as  evinced  by  perfect  flatnetf 
on  percussion,  and  absence  of  the  respiratory  murmur.  This 
sometimes  takes  place  in  grave  cases  in  a  few  hours  after  its 
onset,  involving  more  than  half  of  the  entire  lungs,  accom- 
panied by  a  cold  skin,  flagging  pulse  and  colliquative  diarrhea, 
a  condition  of  system  totally  incompatible  with  the  existence 
of  the  inflammatory  process.  2ndly.  The  disappearance  of 
the  physical  signs  is  too  rapid  in  many  cases  to  suppose  that 
inflammation,  terminating  in  plastic  exudation,  had  ptrodoced 
this  impermeable  condition  of  the  lungs. 

It  is  true  as  we  have  stated,  that  there  are  some  evidences 
of  inflammationf  mingled  with  the  symptoms,  and  as  active 
congestion  is  a  state  closely  allied  to  inflammation,  the  latter 
may,  and  doubtless  does  occur,  but  it  is  evident  that  inflam- 
mation can  not  be  the  general  condition,  as  it  is  too  expedi- 
tiously removed,  in  many  cases  of  several  days  duration,  and 
by  inadequate  means,  to  render  that  view  admissable. 

TREATMENT. 

In  the  Chill. — In  this  stage  it  is  evident  that  the  state  of 
internal   congestion   is  most    intense  ;    the   indications  are, 

*  Brou9dui4,  who  doubtless  saw  a  rast  number  orcaaefl  of  this  dlMMe  vhllst  scrfing  la  thi 
French  .nrmit':;,  and  who  has  noticed  'U  great  length  the  connection  betweexi  malAnal  fcrtr 
and  Pneumonia,  was  fully  impressed  with  similar  rievs. 

Cctte  concentriUion  dc*  forces  a  Tinterleur,  ou,  si  Poncondamne  cca  expreasiooi,  ceCt 
accamulution  violente  du  saug  duns  le^t  capillai  des  riaceres,  qui  existe  dur.tnt  la  peri* 
ode  de  froiil  des  intunuittcuted,  devicnt  surtuut  funest^  au  poumon  pendant  la  saiaoa  froHf 
Histoire  des  Phlegm  Mies  ou  Inflammation  Chroniques,  tome  U,  588.  8ee  also  the  works  o( 
Lsuinec,  (op.  cit.)   M.  Balllj,  (Tralte  des  Ficrrw  Int.,  Paris,  1895.)    Cleg  born,  (op.  dt.) 

tin  Lsanneo's  caws,  he  0147  mentioas  **  that  trmcu  of  inflamiMtioB*^  vara  fband  aA« 
death.    Op.  cit.,  949. 
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therefore,  to  remove  or  lessen  this  condition.  As  in  ordinary 
cases,  the  vital  powers  are  competent  to  produce  reaction, 
the  employment  of  active  measures  will  be  unnecessary,  but 
wh^n  the  cold  stage  is  serious  and  protracted,  the  upual  means 
adopted  in  remittent  fever  should  be  called  into  requisition. 
''Warm  applications  are  to  be  assiduously  made  over  the 
whole  length  of  the  spinal  column  and  to  the  extremities, 
together  with  stimulating  frictions,"  and  to  these  may  be 
added  warm  cataplasms  of  mustard  or  capsicum  to  the  ante- 
rior and  lateral  surfaces  of  the  thorax.  If  these  means  should 
be  unsuccessful  in  restoring  the  circulation  to  the  surface, 
enemata  of  the  sulphate  of  quinine  may  be  used,  8  or  10 
grains  of  the  salt  dissolved  in  2  ounces  of  mucilaginous  fluid 
may  be  thrown  into  the  rectum  every  half  hour,  or  more  often, 
until  symptoms  of  reaction  ensue.  If  diarrhea  has  been  or  is 
present,  the  following  enema  will  be  more  e£Gicacious : 

Quin»,  sulph.,  grs.  x, 
Morphse  sulph.,  gr.  \ 
Acid,  sulph.  dilut.,  gtt.  x, 
Aqu»,  oz.  2. 

To  be  used  as  the  former,  but  at  longer  intervals. 

The  action  of  the  enemata  may  be  assisted  by  the  adminis- 
tration of  carbonate  of  ammonia  by  the  mouth,  or  infusions  of 
ginger  or  capsicum  whilst  warm  may  be  given.  In  extreme 
eases  it  will  be  necessary  to  resort  to  alchoholic  stimuli. 
These,  however,  should  be  used  with  caution  and  their  effects 
doQol^  observed. 

Fortunately,  howevet,  jt  is  rarely  that  much  difficulty  is 
•neountered  in  conduqt^ng  the  patient  through  the  cold  stage, 
ftnd  medication  may  be  generally  postponed  until  the  febnle 
reaction  is  developed. 

The  Exacerbation. — The  indications  in  this  stage  are  to 
calm  the  action  of  the  heart,  to  remove  congestion  and  pre- 
sent the  occurrence  of  the  next  paroxysm.  If  the  pulse  is 
hard,  full  or  tense,  as  it  is  in  rare  and  exceptional  cases  ;  or 
if  the  patient  is  robust  or  previously  healthy  and  possessing 
ordinary  vigor,  and  the  pain  or  dyspnoea  is  very  intense,  and 
the  character  of  the  pulse  or  other  symptoms  do  not  decidedly 
centra-indicate  its  employment,  then  a  moderate  quantity  of 
blood  may  be  taken  from  the  arm.  In  this  disease  general 
blood  letting  should  be  employed  with  a  view  imly  to  moderate^ 
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and  not  with  an  expectation  to  oat  short  liie  diseasey  nor 
should  it  be  employed  except  in  the  instanees.  rdtbnad  to.  b 
cases  where  this  is  not  followed  by  marked  relief,  and  in  these 
where  yenesection  is  inadmissable,  the  local  abetractien  if 
blood  by  caps  or  leeches  shoold  be  resorted  to,  aad  mayhs 
ased  as  freety  as  considerations  of  safety  wiH  pemdt.  xha 
time  at  which  bleeding*  by  any  mode  shoaM  be  praotioed,  m 
that  period  when  the  exacerbation  has  reaehed  ita  acme,  iriiA 
is  almost  inTariably  in  the  afternoon  or  efeniQg. 

The  administration  of  medicine  is  generally  poatooMl 
nntil  9  or  10  o'clock,  P.  M*,  at  which  time  a  fall  doae  or  eala> 
mel  ( 16  to  20  gndns)  is  administered.  If  diarriiea,  or  a  tea* 
dency  thereto  is  present,  8  or  10  grs.  of  DoTer'a  powder  an 
combined  with  the  mercurial.  Two  or  three  hoora  tfaeioallH^ 
this  is  followed  by  a  fall  doee  of  quinine  (15  or  ^Nlsn.)  is 
pills,  or  diffused  in  a  wine-elassfal  of  cold  water.  Tboe  m 
four  hours  are  now  allowed  to  elapse ;  we  now  nanally  repeat 
the  quinine  in  doses  of  6  to  10  grs.,  in  proportion  as  the 
pulse  may  have  bam  reduced,  until  86  to  40  gra.  hayo  besa 
administered,  and  the  patient  is  then  left  at  reat. 

According  to  my  experience;  the  chill  cannot  reeor  idnkl 
the  patient  is  hnder  the  influence  of  the  abow  qvaiUitr  of  As 
aiksioid ;  the  fever  may,  howcTer,  eontinue,  but  wasuuly  ta  a 
yery  moderato  degree.  Should  tiiis  be  the  case,  the  lossi 
bleeding  is  repeated  in  the  eyening  exacerbation,  and  calomeli 
in  small  doses  of  1  or  2  gnu,  with  ^  to  1  gr.  of  ipecac,  or  S 
grs.  of  Dover's  powder,  is  given  every  one  or  two  houni 
After  midnight,  the  quinine  is  repeated  in  the  same  maDBcr, 
or  in  lesser  quantity,(in  direct  proportion  to  the  degree  of  imr 
present,)  until  the  period  of  chill  has  passed,  when  all  medi- 
cine is  again  suspended.  It  is  rare,  indeed,  that  eases  thai 
treated  in  the  early  stages,  do  not  exhibit  the  most  flattornt 
amendment  on  the  day  sueceeding  the  first  night  on  wUa 
this  plan  is  adopted ;  and  still  more  rare,  that  every  danger- 
01^  symptom  has  not  disappeared  on  the  succeeding  day 
Should  the  pneumonic  Bymptoms,  however,  persist,  the  mer- 
curial should  be  continued  until  its  constitutional  effects  are 
produced.     In  some  cases,  where  the  arterial   action  is  act 


*In  th«  remittent  feveri  denominated  pernidont  pcripntomoAlc*  mj»  fiiiinnj.  It  a^y  m 
doubt  be  fometlmeg  necessary  to  bleed  daring  a  paroxysm,  ta  onlcr  to  prtrvat  tnWn  ^ 
kattheatmostoautioDlaraquMteBot  to  destfoy  nanipsisirily  tho  atagthaftka  p 
We  must  erer  keep  in  mind  that  blood-letUnf  cannot  core  a  disease  which  vQl  rn  i  falBli  i 
altarafevhovs  with  frash  Tioltnoa,  and  of  vhloh  oparieMt  hM  loag  ^m  Sittai 
bark  to  be  the  only  remedy.    Op.  Cit.  253. 
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disposed  to  yields  and  tlie  dyspmoea  continnesi  I  have  Tentored 
on  tho  use  of  tartar  emetic  in  small  doses,  in  union  with  qui- 
nine. I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Blakiston  for  a  knowledge  of  the 
mdue  of  this  combination.  The  antimonial  should,  howevery 
be  carefuUj  used ;  and  it  is  better  to  commence  with  a  mini- 
mum  dose  of  1-lOth  or  l-12th  of  a  grain,  to  be  gradually 
increased  as  it  may  be  borne.  I  think  it  proper  to  say,  t00| 
that  the  gastric  irritation  and  tendency  to  diarhoea,  so  often 
present  in  this  disease,  contra-indicate  the  employment  of 
tartar  emetic,  generally.  Whether  alone  or  in  combination, 
the  quinine  should,  however,  be  continued  for  several  daya 
after  the  active  symptoms  have  disappeared.  Blisters  may 
be  employed  at  almost  any  stage  of  the  affection,  but  under 
this  mode  of  treatment  may  often  be  altogether  dispensed 
with.  Of  course  their  use  is  preferable  after  the  arterial  ao« 
tion  is  moderated. 

We  could  say  more,  but  we  have  already,  we  fear,  outwrit- 
ten  the  patience  of  the  reader.  That  which  we  would  add^ 
would,  however,  be  chiefly  an  extension  of  our  views  in  re- 
gard  to  the  use  and  action  of  quinine.  But  mark  the  pro- 
phecy !  Howsoever  much  may  have  been  written,  the  oate- 
gory  of  diseases  has  only  been  commenced,  which  yet  will 
yield  to  its  sway,  whose  destiny  is  not  only  to  remove,  but  to 
unveil,  perhaps^  the  essence  of  morbid  action  itself.  Myste* 
rious,  wondrous,  potent  gift  to  humanity,  more  precious  than 
the  gold  or  ^ems  of  the  sunny  land  beyond  the  burning  zone, 
decked  by  thy  imperial  flowers  !  Mmister  and  Missionary 
of  Nature !  Science  places  an  illuminated  crown  upon  thy 
snow-like  brow,  and  proclaims  thee  sovereign  Queen  of  the 
vast  medical  realm !  Of  old  the  Magian  would  have  bent  in 
adoration  before  thee,  whose  powers,  surpassing  the  results 
of  reason  and  inspiration  of  genius,  eclipse  in  certainty,  oele* 
rity,  and  brilliancy,  the  fabled  incantations  of  magic ! 


Qiyenrine  Cfmutic  in  luput.-— Professor  Uebra,  of  Vienna, 
employs  the  following  formula :  Iodine,  4 ;  iodide  of  pota^- 
ainm,  4 ;  and  glycerine,  8  parts.  It  is  applied  on  alternate 
days  by  means  of  a  penciL  It  causes  pain  for  more  than 
two  hours,  but  it  possesses  the  advantage  of  curing  the  Inpus 
withotts  giving  rise  to  deforming  cicatrices.— -J^ufl.  de  Th^ 
rap.  ^ 
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Xh  the  Phtfnobg^  qf  Hk  Ammm  JBsv^^j  W.  Kmamem  d 

Berlin. 

'^  Oar  knowledge  of  the  physiology  of  fhd  anditorT  ftppOB^ 
ins  is  still  very  incomplete,  par^  on  ao<M>tait  of  the  fif^ 
ficnlty  of  experimenting  on  lite  oi|;ulB  of  heariii^  snd  ptrtif 
on  aeconnt  of  the  impmection  orthe  science  ot  aeeonsdea 
We  are  happTy  theren>re|  to  record  the  residta  of  the  mm^ 
tigations  of  Dr.  Kramer,  (Deutsche  Elintk  18B5,)  whose  tasl 
experience  in  the  treatment  of  anral  affeetionB  is  muTenally 
known.  In  reviewing  the  researches  of  Jds  predocoBsei% 
this  author  points  out  the  imposdhili^  of  determining  whsl 
takes  place  In  the  livinff  ear  from  experiments  on  inert  msl- 
tei^.  His  own  experiments  have  beeli  inade  npon  the  csr 
itself,  in  the  healthy  and  diseased  states.  It  wonhl  be  out  rf 
the  question  for  UB  to  reproduce  the  details  6t  these  expcit 
ments ;  we  must  be  satisfied  with  the  author's  oonchisions : 

*  1.  The  cartilage  of  the  ear  conducts  mpre  than  a  third  rf 
fibLC  sonorous  waves  which  reach  the  membrana  tympanL 
'2.  The  concha  is  thie/most  importaiit  pvt  of  tne  amiciilir 
cartilage. 

8.  The  cartila^  of  tliie  ear,  inits  natural  position^  nn^ 
receives  and  cpnaucts  the  sonorous  vibrations  to  the  anditoij 
passage. 

.  4.  The  cavity  of  the  auditory  passage  transmits  aboat 
600  times  as  many  undulations  as  the  solid  parts  enclosing  it 

5.  The  curvatures  of  the  meatus  and  the  cerumen  hsTS 
no  influence  on  the  sonorous  vibration. 

6.  These  arrangements  serve  to  protect  the  canal  and  the 
membrana  tympani  from  external  agents. 

7.  The  membrana  tympani  transmits  the  sonorous  undo- 
latious  in  due  quantity  and  quality,  only  while  its  struotnre 
is  normaL 

8.  The  membrana  tympani  also  serves  as  a  protection  to 
the  drum. 

9.  The  ossicula  have  but  little  aj^ney  in  transmitting  tlie 
^brations  of  the  membrana  tympani  to  uie  labyrinth.  Theb 
office  is  rather  to  support  the  membrane  between  two  strata 
of  w. 

10.  The  membrane  of  the  fenestra  rotunda  is  designed  es- 
pecially to  transmit  to  the  labyrinth  the  vibrations  of  the 
tympanal  cavity. 
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11.  The  mastoid  cells  are  of  trifling  aeooostic  importance. 

12.  The  Eustachian  canal  is  an  open  tube.  (Dr.  Tojnbee 
had  annonnced  a  contrary  opinion.) 

18.  Through  this  tube  the  air  of  the  tympanum  is  renewed, 
and  the  sero-mucous  secretion  of  that  cavity  eliminated. 

14.  Hearing  is  not  entirely  destroyed  by  the  absence  of 
the  fenestra  rotunda  and  the  loss  of  the  liquor  cotunnii. — 
Vir.  Med.  Jour. 


The  Microscope  in  the  Diagnom  of  Consumption. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  attention  of  microscapists  was 
long  since  directed  to  the  investigation  of  the  sputa  in  sus- 
pected phthisis,  and  that  but  little,  if  anything,  of  a  practical 
result  was  obtained,  for  a  long  time  at  least,  by  the  most 
competent  observers.  In  the  proceedings  of  the  Harveian 
society,  published  in  the  London  Lancet,  July  11,  1857, 
there  is  an  interesting  paper  by  Dr.  Theophilus  Thompson 
vpon  the  use  of  the  microscope  in  diagnosticating  tuberculous 
disease.  After  mentioning  the  formerly  adverse  evidence  of 
Bainey,  Addison  and  Bennett,  (the  latter  of  whom,  however, 
'^has  lately  added  his  testimony  to  the  value  of  the  micros- 
cope*' in  these  cases,)  Dr.  Thompson  refers  to  the  experi- 
ments of  Dr.  Andrew  Clark,  and  to  his  demonstrations  at  his 
lectures  at  Haslar,  which  enabled  him  to  establish,  as  be 
believes,  ^^the  real  microscopical  indications  of  tubercular 
i^utum.' 

Six  cases  are  cited  by  Dr.  Thompson,  and  these  give  both 
positive  and  negative  evidence  of  the  value  of  the  wonderful 
instrument  which  has,  of  late  years,  done  so  much  to  advance 
pathological  investigations,  in  one  instance,  the  decision  of 
the  microscope  triumphed  over  ^Hhe  gloomy  prognostications 
which  an  accomplished  auscultator  had  perseveringly  main- 
twied."  In  still  another,  ^*  doubtful  signs"  were  confirmed, 
and  the  diagnosis  of  ^^  slight  tubercular  deposit,  tending  to 
restoration,  was  confirmed  by  the  result." 

The  rapidity  of  progress  of  the  disease  is,  according  to 
Dr.  T.,  capable  of  being  pretty  accurately  gauged  by  means 
of  microscopic  scrutiny. 

We  subjoin  certain  of  Dr.  Thompson's  diagnostic  deduc- 
tions and  data, 

'^  When  tubercular  deposit  is  present  in  the  pulmonary 
vesicles,  there  may  be  seen,  contrasting  with  the  usual  epi- 
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thelial  cells,  some  wbich  are  dark,  swollen,  spherical ;  some 
more  advanced,  larger,  and  misshaped ;  others  shrireled  (x 
burst,  and  extruding  nuclei,  which  naclei,  when  enlarged, 
correspond  with  the  *  tubercle  corpasdes'  of  Lebert/'  *  •  » 
^^The  general  molecnlo-granular  appearance  (to  which  his 
attention  had  been  originally  directed,  and  which  he  modi 
regretted  having  erroneously  figured  in  his  *  Clinical  Lec- 
tures') was  not  conclusive ;  the  sputum,  which  is  really  cha* 
racteristic,  containing  isolated  masses  of  molecalo-granulir 
material,  and  having  interspersed  corposcles  of  varioat 
forms,  overgrown  or  jagged,  and  setting  free  nuclei;  the 
various  proportions  of  pus,  or  fat,  or  blo(Kt,  ffivin^  coUatenl 
indications  of  the  amount  of  surrounding  aetenoration  in 
the  lungs  ;  while  amongst  evidences  of  rapid  progress  midit 
be  specified  the  appearance  of  large  ana  numeroos  areolir 
meshes,  still  retaining  their  adhesion  and  elasticity.  In 
chronic  cases,  portions  of  this  tissue  appear,  inelastic,  teased 
out,  and  broken  down,  in  consequence  of  long  imprisonment, 
whilst  a  diminished  proportion  of  fat,  and  the  appearance  of 
cholesterine  plates,  and  still  more  of  earthy  particles,  were 
often  indicative  of  a  mode  of  restoration." 

It  is  certainly  desirable  that  further  investigations,  in  this 
direction,  should  be  made.  Whatever  can  aia  us  in  detect- 
ing the  early  presence  of  so  formidable  a  foe,  is  of  inestims- 
ble  value.  If  the  microscope  can  antedate  the  ear,  we  may 
hope  to  steal  a  march  upon  the  adversary.  At  all  events, 
with  so  many  zealous  cultivators  of  microscopy  let  no  oppor- 
tunities of  this  sort  escape  examination. — Boitan  Journal 

Cracked  Tongtie. — ^In  an  inveterate  case,  Dr.  Brinton  em- 
ployed a  lotion  of  borax  B  ij^  glycerine  3  h  water  3  iv,  with 
manifest  advantage.  [This  combination  of  borax  will  be  found 
an  excellent  one,  in  many  cases  of  stomatitis,  and  also  in 
some  forms  of  blepharitis. J— Xance^ 


31.  Civiales  Munificent  Oift. — The  profession  throughout 
Europe  are  fully  acquainted  with  the  great  services  rendered 
by  M.  Giviale  in  reference  to  urinary  diseases  in  general,  and 
lithotrity  in  particular.  A  fact  less  known,  however,  is  that 
wards  were  set  apart  at  the  Hopital  Necker,  now  several 
years  ago,  for  the  treatment  of  calculous  cases,  M.  Giviale, 
though  not  an  hospital  surgeon,  having  the  care  of  these 
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wards.  (If  we  are  not  mistaken,  something  of  the  kind 
exists  at  the  Westminster  hospital.^  M.  Civiale's  services 
have  always  been  gratuitous,  while  tne  members  of  the  staffs 
of  all  the  hospitals  of  Paris  are  remunerated,  though  very 
scantily.  That  the  practice  of  lithotrity  has  immensely 
gained  by  the  founding  of  these  wards,  and  that  a  great 
nnmber  of  indigent  sufferers  have  thus  been  relieved,  doeA 
not  admit  of  a  doubt ;  but  many  difficulties  were,  neverthe- 
less, thrown  in  M.  Civiale's  way  by  the  authorities  of  the 
hospital,  owing  to  his  unofficial  position.  Little  daunted  by 
these  drawbacks,  M.  Civiale  has  pursued  his  career  of  use- 
fulness ;  and,  anxious  that  lithotrity  should  be  officially  prac- 
ticed after  his  death,  he  has,  with  the  consent  of  the  managing 
body  of  the  hospitals  of  Paris,  and  of  still  higher  authorities, 
founded,  at  his  own  expense,  a  surgeoncy  in  the  Hopital 
Necker,  for  the  special  purpose  of  continuing  the  practice 
of  lithotrity  in  the  wards  above  alluded  to,  when  the  great 
ori^nator  of  this  valuable  operative  measure  shall  have  been 
gawered  to  his  fathers.  Thus  is  the  fortune  accumulated  by 
uthotrity  made  to  serve  the  cause  of  humanity  and  the 
advancement  of  the  operation  itself. —  Ftr.  JUed,  Jour, 


Otalgia.    By  Professor  Malmsten,  of  Stockholm. 

Dr.  Malmsten  relates  (Deutsche  Klinik,  Dec,  1855)  the 
ease  of  an  hospital  patient,  presenting  some  of  the  features 
of  typhoid  fever,  who,  after  a  few  days*  sickness,  had  an 
attack  of  excruciating  pain  in  the  ear,  which  was  not  alle- 
Tiated  by  any  of  the  ordinary  remedies.  Twenty  drops  of 
chloroform  instilled  into  the  meatus,  after  a  few  minutes  of 
acute  local  pain,  afforded  complete  relief.  The  following 
day,  another  paroxysm,  as  intense  and  painful  as  the  first, 
was  cut  short  in  the  same  manner.  Large  doses  of  quinine 
prevented  the  recurrence  of  the  otalgia. — Ibid. 


Eczema  of  the  nare%. — Li  pruriginous  eczema  of  the  nares, 
M.  Trousseau  employs  with  great  advantage  subnitrate  of 
bismath  mixed  up  with  mucilage  of  quince  seeds  into  a  pap- 
like consistency.— t/bumoZ  de  Chimie  Med. 
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LAWTEBS  AHD  DOOTOES. 

^  A  few  years  since  Prof.  Sava,  an  Italian  physioiaii,  wrote  a  wwk 
'<  On  the  Deserts  and  Duties  of  the  Physician,"  in  whidi  ha  main- 
tained that  Moli^re,  by  his  sarcasms,  had  rendered  a  great  aenrioeto 
the  medical  profession,  as  they  were  thns  led  to  correct  their  defects, 
and  to  become,  in  reality,  the  most  intelligent  and  agreeable  men  in 
society.  The  same  author,  however,  in  another  part  of  his  woik, 
admits  that  true  friends  are  rarely  found  among  indiyidaala  of  the 
same  profession,  which  he  attributes,  perhaps  with  acme  show  d 
reason,  to  the  baneful  influence  of  envy  and  sordid  interest.  A  dis- 
tinguished member  of  the  l^al  profession,  David  Paul  Brown,  in  a 
work  entitled  ''  The  Forum,  or  Forty  Years  Full  Practice  at  tk 
Philadelphia  Bar,''  asserts  that  in  no  othe^  profession  do  sadi  ami- 
cable relations  exist  as  in  the  legal,  and  under  the  head  of  "  Qatoi 
Fellowship  of  the  Bar,"  he  presents  certain  items  for  oar  consideFi- 
tion,  which  it  may  be  well  for  us  *  to  read,  mark,  learn,  and  inwardly 
digest.'  While  we  are  not  prepared  to  dispute  the  complimeots 
paid  to  the  Philadelphia  lawyers,  we  hope  that  his  portrait  of  the 
medical  profession  has  not  been  drawn  from  his  associates  in  the 
City  of  Brotherly  Love.  If  such  be  the  fact,  however,  we  of  the 
Queen  City,  whose  lines  have  indeed  been  cast  in  pleasant  places, 
would  not  withhold  from  our  benighted  brethren  at  the  East  our 
warmest  sympathies !     But  to  return  to  *  The  Forum  ': 

''  A  more  united,  liberal,  and  harmonious  body  of  men  than  those 
who  compose  the  legal  profession — in  which  we  embrace  judges,  as 
well  as  barristers — has  never  been  known.  We  speak,  of  course,  of 
those  who  legitimately  belong  to  the  bar,  and  who  are  attached  to 
the  law  as  a  science,  and  not  as  a  trade  ;  who,  in  short,  form,  as  it 
were,  the  forensic  family.  During  nearly  half  a  century  of  general 
and  diversified  experience  at  home  and  abroad,  we  have  no  recollec- 
tion of  any  serious  or  irreconcilable  difference — ^to  say  nothing  of 
hostilities — at  the  bar. 

When  it  is  considered  that  there  are  more  than  twenty  thousand 
lawyers  in  the  United  States — that  they  represent  different  and  oppo- 
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site  interests — that  they  are  educated  in  different  schools — are  of  dii^ 
ferent  temperaments,  different  breeding,  and  different  passions,  it  ia 
tmly  remarkable,  if  not  wonderful,  that  the  relations  among  them 
should  be  so  invariably  amicable,  and  we  may  say,  cardial.  This  is, 
perhaps,  more  than  can  be  tmly  said  of  any  other  equally  extensiye 
body  of  scientific  or  literary  men. 

The  medical  faculty  present  the  very  reverse  of  this  picture.  Their 
bickerings,  jealousies,  and  hostilities  have  become  proverbial,  and 
are  acknowledged  even  among  themselves,  and  we  have  heard  it  not 
unaptly  said  that  they  have  rarely  been  known  to  shake  hands 
together,  except  in  consultation.  And  it  is  far  from  certain — ^we 
say  it  with  regret — ^that  even  the  members  of  our  holy  religion  agree 
half  as  well,  or  seem  to  appreciate  each  other  half  so  generously  and 
highly  as  the  disciples  of  jurisprudence. 

Before  we  proceed  to  inquire  what  is  the  reason  of  this  unity 
among  the  members  of  the  bar,  let  us  ascertain  to  what  the  want  of 
it  is  to  be  attributed  among  the  sister  sciences.  Doctors  of  medicine 
and  of  divinity  agree  well  enough  with  each  oiher,  and  both  agree 
with  the  legal  profession,  but  neither  of  them  agrees  within  itself. 
The  cause  of  this  deplorable  effect  would  seem  to  be  this :  The  men^ 
bers  of  the  medioal  profession  have  no  common  tie-— no  bond  of 
miion.  They  don't  meet  together  daily,  and,  therefore,  are  not 
equally  social.  Their  intercourse  with  each  other  is  often  through 
their  patients ;  whereas,  the  intercourse  of  clients  is  mostly  through 
their  counsel.  Doctors  belong  to  different  and  conflicting  schools  in 
their  own  State,  or  rival  schools  in  different  States  or  quarters  of 
the  country. 

Each  class  maintains  its  own  infallibility  and  supremacy.  The 
kw  has  but  one  school,  and  in  that  justice  presides  ;  she  hears,  and 
she  determines  controversiest  which  otherwise  would  result  in  end- 
less and  cureless  feuds. 

Again,  medical  men  mingle  less  in  general  society,  while  ihey 
have  but  little  society  among  themselves.  Their  labors  are  more 
secluded  and  contingent-— th0y  are  not  brought  so  much  into  public 
hh,  into  that  popular  intercourse,  that  by  attrition  removes  those 
asperities  that  keep  men  asunder.  Their  knowledge  is  not  so  gene- 
ral or  so  available  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  lifs ;  they  know  more 
of  disease,  but  less  of  men.    They  are  rarely  found  in  the  halls  0£ 
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l^slation — ^in  political  or  philantliropio  assemblies — in  high 
stations ;  all  of  which  are  important  sdiools  for  insimctioiiv 
cause  men  to  know  each  other  better,  and  mntnall j  to  admire 
other's  virtnes  or  excuse  their  faults.  The  more  a  man  knows  sf 
the  world,  the  more  easily  and  agrseablj  he  passes  through  i»— 
plucking  its  flowers  and  avoiding  its  thorns.  A  doctor  goes  to  a 
party  as  if  he  were  visiting  a  patient,  or  as  if  he  anticipated  eat. 
There  is  in  short,  a  sc^tariness  in  his  pnnoit,  that  would  seem  m 
its  influence  to  confine  him  within  himself.  He  is  cautions,  bs  ii 
punotillions  ;  his  colloquial  powen  have  been  confined  to  the  narrow 
and  gloomy  limits  of  sick  chambers,  agonj  and  death.  UnKb 
lawyere,  doctore  never  change  sides — they  are  for  the  most  pal 
alone.  They  may  be  misrepresented  or  slandered  bj  ungeneross 
rivals,  or  reproached  by  ungrateful  patients ;  and  as  their  serviM 
are  rendered  in  private,  there  is  no  public  to  redresa  their  wrongs  or 
vindicate  their  rights. 

They  are  mere  dependents  upon  patronage  and  family  inflneaos; 
ihey  have  but  few  opportunities  of  forcing  thsmselvea  upon  publie 
notice ;  and  if  we  may  say  it  reverently,  the  world  neither  '  9uik  m 
Mecr^,  nor  does  it  reward  them  openly.'  In  all  these  respects,  with- 
out individual  notice,  it  may  be  said  the  membera  of  the  legal  pio* 
fession  enjoy  a  decided  advantage  over  their  medical  brethren/* 


A  FRENCH  VIEW  OF  AMEBIGAH  MEDIOIL  EDUCATION. 

Some  of  our  readers  may  remember  a  notice  made  by  us 
months  since  of  an  address  delivered  in  Edinbuigh  by  Dr.  F.  Camp- 
bell Stewart,  on  the  subject  of  American  medical  education.  Thii 
address  has  at  length  attracted  the  attention  of  the  French  mediesl 
press,  and  a  writer  in  the  Archives  Generale  de  Medicine  ciSsts  th» 
following  comments,  wbich  we  translate  for  the  Lancet : 

**  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  course  of  medical  education  ia 
the  United  States,  is  inferior  to  our  own.  The  period  do'oted  to 
study  is  shorter,  the  subjects  taught  are  less  numerous,  and  mon 
superficial,  and  the  knowledge  of  the  student  is  attested  by  only 
one  physician.  But  if  we  take  into  consideration  the  increase  of 
population  in  that  country,  the  incessant  demands  for  medical  m«a 
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and  the  nature  of  their  institDtions,  which  throw  open  the  door  to 
the  most  notorions  charktaaism^  we  can  understand  why  snch  a 
state  exists,  and  how  a  higher  standard  of  acquirement  would  have 
the  efifect  to  deter  numbers  from  attempting  to  attain  eren  the  present 
imperfect  education  which  is  to  be  derived  from  an  attendance  at 
their  medical  colleges. 

The  American  system,  however,  has  one  incontestible  advantage 
over  our  own,  and  that  is,  the  apprenticeship  which  the  student  in 
that  country  serves  with  some  respectable  practitioner,  who  initiates 
him  in  the  details  of  practice.  Each  student  selects  some  physician, 
under  whose  supervision  he  is  constantly  placed.  He  accompanies 
him  in  his  consultations,  visits  with  him  his  patients,  and  aids  him 
in  his  operations.  Sometimes,  indeed,  the  preceptor  takes  his 
popil  into  his  own  family,  and  from  the  intimacy  thus  formed,  he 
is  enabled  to  detect  and  to  encourage  certain  talents  whiqh  the  pupil 
may  manifest.  The  elements  of  instruction  are  no  longer  wanting. 
Hospitals,  amphiiheatresy  museums  of  pathological  anatomy,  labo- 
tatories,  libraries,  and  medical  journals  are  to  be  found  throughout 
the  country.  •♦••♦• 

After  this  hasty  sketch  of  medical  education  in  America,  let  us 
l^ance  for  a  moment  at  the  condition  of  the  physician  in  the  United 
States.  The  law  affords  him  no  protection.  In  some  states  no 
protective  laws  exist,  while  in  others  they  exist  but  are  a  dead  letter. 
Whoever  wishes  may  become  a  physician,  and  a  diploma  is  of 
little  value.  It  is  an  open  field,  and  every  one  is  free  to  enter. 
Public  opinion  would  denounce  any  attempt  to  restrain  this  freedom. 
One  thing'has  surprised  us,  and  that  is  to  see  Dr.  Stewart  rather 
satisfied  with  this  deplorable  state  of  matters.  He  is  willing  to 
tmst  to  the  intelligence  of  the  people,  believing  this  to  be  the  beet 
safe-guard  against  quackery  ;  in  a  word,  he  thinks  that  matters  are 
well  enough  as  they  are,  and  that  it  would  be  wrong  to  desire  a 
change.  True,  he  informs  us  that  in  America  the  respectable, 
skillful  physician  occupies  an  enviable,  aye,  often  a  brilliant  position; 
that  he  enjoys  a  consideration,  and  an  influence  scarcely  inferior  to 
that  of  the  clergy ;  that  he  is  often  elected  to  the  highest  political 
offices,  and  that  the  legislative  halls  always  contain  members  of  the 
medical  profession.  Viewing  matters  in  this  light,  we  could  readily 
share  in  Dr.  Stewart's  optwUnne,  and  wish  that  things  should  re- 
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main  in  iteitt  quo;  Imt  the  pietnra  wiiioh  he  Us  dnwn  of  qoMheij, 
is  oalcnlated,  somewhat  to  moderate  our  eatiafcotioiL  One  dng  it 
certain ;  among  theea  qnaoka^  the  consomptioB  cmeis  may  daim  a 
certain  originality.  Bead  the  lamentable^  yet  amvsiag  aooiNBt  ef 
a  poor  praotitioner  from  Yiiginia,  in  the  tUid  stage  of  phtkiriip 
and  whom  misfortnne  htte  placed  in  the  haade  of  theae  qoaekiu 
The  patient  passes  through  several  rooms  filled  with  employeBs ; 
one  peronssee  him,  another  anscnhs.  Each  has  hie  apeeialitj :  ttis 
one  marks  the  boundaries  of  the  heart ;  that,  mape  oat  tlie  lings, 
whilst  the  dnty  of  a  third  (and  this  the  moat  importaat)  la  ''to 
recover"  the  patient.  This  wonld  indeed  be  amosiag  if  it  won  Ml 
so  sad. 

After  this,  how  can  we  regard  the  position  of  Atw^tm^^wi  p]q^ 
dans  side  by  side  with  these  patent  cuers,  whoaie  wumly  aapportsd, 
who  form  a  semi-official  body,  and  who  expend  every  year  aoeh  vast 
amounts  in  oircnlars  and  newspaper  poffii  f  We  am  woll  awan 
that  in  the  United  States,  &e  love  of  gain  ia  panmoimt,  and  that 
the  spirit  and  character  of  the  Amerkan  people  can  sobmit  withoit 
scmple  to  what  would  shock  our  own  nation ;  at  least  wo  may  cco« 
gratulate  onreelyes  that,  we  have  haidly  readied  thia  atate  of  tbiagi 
in  France."    {OrapromMi/  Ed.) 


VIDAL  (dB  OABSIs). 

We  have  read  with  painful  interest,  the  following  discourse^ 
pronounced  by  M.  Maijolin  at  the  grave  of  Vidal.  We  translate 
it  for  the  benefit  of  our  readers,  from  the  sixth  volume  of  the 
BvUetin  de  la  SociSiS  de  Chirurgie,  p.  477. 

**  The  SocietS  de  ChirurgU  has  not  yet  recovered  from  its  sorrow 
at  the  loss  of  the  late  Professor  Gterdy,  and  it  is  called  again  to 
mourn.  Vidal  (de  Cassis)  suigeon  of  the  MpUal  du  Mtdi^  profes- 
sor agrigi  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine,  chevalier  of  the  Legion  J* 
Aonn^r,  and  one  of  the  founders  of  this  Society,  after  long  and  crnd 
Suflbrings,  and  while  in  the  prime  of  life,  has  been  removed  by 
death.  Vidal  was  born  at  Cassis  {Bmichet-dw Rhone)  in  1803. 
He  commenced  his  studies  at  MarseilleB,  was  one  of  the  internes  of 
the  Hotel  Dieu  for  four  years,  under  its  surgeon  M.  Monlland.  In 
1826  he  came  to  Paris,  and  was  a  faithful  attendant  at  the  dimqne 
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of  Dnpujrtren.  In  1828  he  became  a  Doctor  in  Medicine.  He  se- 
lected foi  hiB  inangnral  tbeeisy  a  difficult  question  in  operative  surgery, 
and  one  which  is  still  unsettled,  viz  :  the  quadrilateral  operation 
for  stone.  With  a  disposition  decidedly  meridionale^  his  thoughts 
were  turned  at  once  to  the  attainment  of  a  scientific  reputation,  and 
by  his  contributions  to  the  medical  press  he  was  not  slow  in  acquiring 
A  reputation.  His  first  contributions  were  published  in  the  CUnique^ 
afterwards  he  wrote  for  the  LanceU$,  the  Gazette  Medicate,  and  at  a 
still  later  period  he  was,  with  Blandin,  Forget,  Andral  and  Bouil- 
laud,  one  of  the  collaborators  of  the  Journal  Bebdomadaire,  Sub- 
aequently  he  united  with  Ydpeau,  Begin  and  Marchal  (de  Calvi)  in 
editing  the  Annalee  de  la  ehirurgie  francaiee  et  itrangere. 

Had  our  colleague  aimed  only  for  the  reputation  of  an  able  critic, 
he  would  have  had  abundant  reason  to  be  satisfied  ;  but  as  he  was 
anxious  to  become  attached  to  the  hospitals  and  to  the  Faculty  of 
-Medicine,  he  twice  entered  the  concoure  for  the  Bureau  Central, 
(where  patients  are  examined  for  admission  to  the  hospitals  ;  Ed.) 
without  fear  of  those  whom  he  might  have  offended,  or  whose  iU 
will  he  might  have  excited  by  his  sarcastic  criticisms.  In  these 
trials  he  was  saccessful,  but  these  new  situations  did  not  turn  him 
from  the  course  upon  which  he  had  decided.  He  not  only  discharged 
his  duties  faithfully  as  agrigi  and  surgeon  of  the  hospitals,  but  he 
engaged  actively  in  the  preparation  of  scientific  works,  and  pub- 
Jished  numerous  monographs  on  various  topics  connected  with 
surgery.  Further,  he  was  ever  ready  to  engage  boldly  in  the 
tfmcowre  for  a  vacant  chair,  and  in  these  contests  always  displayed 
great  research  and  the  qualifications  of  an  accomplished  practitioner. 
After  the  opening  of  the  Lourcine  he  was  one  of  the  first  selected 
to  perform  the  sui^cal  duties  of  that  institution,  and  here  he  dili- 
gently investigated  the  affections  of  the  female  genital  organs, 
commenced  his  researches  in  syphilis,  and  collected  the  first  mate- 
rials for  his  treatise  on  the  venereal  disease.  We  have  thus  seen 
that  Yidal  was  not  only  a  remarkable  writer,  but  bis  numerous 
pathological  investigations,  and  ingenious  modifications  of  certain 
operations,  his  opinions  on  the  debridement  multiple,  on  operations 
enplusieur  temps,  and  on  the  union  of  wounds  and  the  treatment  of 
varicocele,  prove  him  eminently  fitted  for  his  vocation. 

Again,  his  Traiti  de  pathologie  exteme  et  de  medecine  qperatoire» 
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the  only  complete  treatifle  of  our  age,  and  which  haa  readiad  tU 
fourth  edition,  is  soffident  evideno»  that  be  kspt  pace  with  Urn 
progress  of  smigieal  ecienoe.  •  •  •  • 

Here,  gentlemen.  I  ought  to  stop,  and  yal  befoie  I  bid  a  fiaal 
adieu  to  the  remains  of  our  coUeagne»  my  tbonghta,  with  isdnsii, 
involuntarily  turn  to  his  last  hours. 

Whence  the  change  over  that  spirit  once  so  gay  ?  Why  does  hi 
thus  court  solitude  ?  It  is  because  to  his  physical*  moral  waSaia^ 
still  more  cruel,  have  been  added.  The  death  of  a  son  whom  hi 
tenderly  loved,  plunged  him  in  profound  melancholy^  whidi  nothiag 
could  remove,  not  even  the  influence  of  his  native  home,  nor  thi 
kind  attentions  of  our  colleague  Goyrand.  Vidal  was  crushed  hj 
bis  misfortune. 

Through  some  unaccountable  caprice  be  determined  that  none  sf 
ns  should  be  aware  of  bis  critical  situation,  wishing,  as  he  dedsnl 
to  a  friend,  that  his  death  should  take  us  by  surprise.  Cruel  snrpriss, 
for  it  bath  been  to  ns  a  source  of  true  sorrow  I  Oh  I  Vidal,  oodd 
yon  have  bad  reason  to  doubt  our  attadiment,  this  error  would  haia 
been  painful  indeed  !  If  you  bdieved  ibat  your  piaiiamUries  hal 
ofifended  us  you  were  deceived  ;  you  bad  no  enemies  ;  all  knew  thift 
you  were  kind  and  obliging,  and  your  heart  was  even  larger  thn 
your  intellect  I  To  the  last  you  remained  true  to  your  character, 
and  as  you  pi^ferred  to  die  en  rttUiant,  you  deprived  yooradf  of 
expressions  of  sympathy  which  might  have  soothed  your  snfieringk 
Well,  we  will  remain  faithful  to  your  character,  and  here,  in  ihe 
name  of  that  SociiU  de  Chirurgie  of  which  you  was  one  of  the 
founders,  we  offer  public  homage  to  your  memory  and  your  talents." 


MEDICINE   IK  TURKET. 

We  have  received  the  first  number  of  the  Gazette  MedicaU  d*  Orir 
enty  published  by  the  Societi  Imperiale  de  Medicine  de  Constantinople, 
which  is  published  on  the  first  of  every  month.  Its  contents  arc 
creditable  to  the  Society  to  which  it  owes  its  origin.  We  have  been 
much  interested  in  its  Feuilleton,  which  is  devoted  to  an  account  of 
the  state  of  medicine  in  that  vast  city,  '*  the  third  in  population  of 
Europe,  the  Metropolis  of  an  Empire  possessing  the  most  beautiful 
and  fertile  regions,  either  in  Europe  or  in  Asia,  containing  in  its 
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popniation  every  race/'  Free  trade  in  medicine  seems  to  be  tbe 
doctrine  of  the  Tark,  his/ala/t«m  teaching  that  man  can  not  change 
his  destinj,  and  hence  it  matters  bnt  little  whether  in  his  honr  <A 
sickness  it  be  an  empiric  or  a  gradnate  in  medicine,  qui  vise  le  passe- 
port  pour  Uthmk^!  Under  thia  no  monopoly  system,  Turkey  is  the 
Eldorado  for  all  sorts  of  empirics.  Specialists,  both  medical  and 
surgical,  are  innumerable.  Natural  bone  setters,  rupture  curers  and 
bandagers,  neuralgic  arid  rheumatic  doctors,  jaundice  and  dropsy 
i^rers.  The  most  popular  treatment  for  the  jaundice  is  to  throw 
some  needles  into  a  basin  of  water,  and  make  the  patient  fix  his 
eyes  upon  them.  The  oxidation  of  the  needles  is  regarded  as  evi- 
dence of  the  emigration  of  the  jaundice,  and  if  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days  the  disease  does  not  wholly  disappear,  the  experiment  is  re- 
peated. 


MoKsiKDR  SiOHEL  OK  MoNSiEUR  Dbsmarres  ! — ^M,  8ichel,  in  his 
soperb  treatise,  the  leonograpkie  Optkalmologique,  p.  449,  thus 
modestly  compliments  his  distinguished  rival.  The  author  is  de- 
scribing  the  various  methods  of  forming  an  artificial  pupil,  and 
referring  to  one  claimed  by  M.  Desmarres  as  his  own,  he  proceeds  : 

'*  The  whole  fifteenth  section  (of  M.  Desmarres'  work)  is  but  an 
extract  from  a  very  extensive  monograph  on  artificial  pupil,  the 
BUkterials  of  which  I  collected  a  quarter  of  a  centnry  since.  Sup- 
pressing a  considerable  number  of  the  figures,  and  selecting  only  the 
most  instructive  cases,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  publish  cases 
in  which  my  success  has  not  been  complete.  By  my  silence  I  have 
shown  my  reluctance  to  engage  in  claims  of  priority  ;  but  now,  in 
presenting  this  extract  from  an  unpublished  monograph  nearly 
finished  many  years  ago,  I  owe  it  to  myself  to  guard  the  reader 
against  any  suspicion  in  their  minds  of  mj  prohiti  sdentifique. 
lliat  I  may  not  be  accused  of  plagiarism,  I  make  the  following 
explanation  :  For  four  years  (from  1840  to  1844)  M.  Desmarres 
was  my  private  pupil,  my  chef  de  clinique,  and  my  hired  secretary, 
entrusted  with  the  arrangement  of  my  writings,  often  under  my 
immediate  dictation,  always  of  my  notes,  designs,  and  pathological 
specimens,  in  fine,  always  using  my  own  materials,  to  which  he 
had  free  access.    These  have  been  used  in  the  preparation  of  a  work 
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the  best  part  of  which  I  have  a  right  to  daha  for  myadf.  Urn  it 
is  that  the  treatise  oo  artificial  pupil,  and  especially  the  diapter  oi 
iridecionUe,  have  been  compoted  in  great  part,  from  my  matarid^ 
or  from  my  clinical  lectures  which  M.  Desmarres  attended  toir  torn 
years,  or  literally  transcribed  from  my  own  papers.  My  old  ma» 
nscripts  still  remaining,  corroborate  my  assertions*  It  is  widi 
these  materials  that  M.  Desmarres,  who  never  saw  the  operation 
for  artificial  pupil  xmtil  he  became  my  chrf  d$  diniqtie,  who  hid 
never  received  any  opbthalmological  instruction  save  that  whidi  hs 
derived  from  mysdf,  has  issued  a  work  on  artificial  pupil,  in  wUdi 
his  only  labor  has  been  to  transpose  the  contents,  to  dothe  them  k 
his  own  style,  and  to  substitute  iridodiafysie,  which  never  Buoceedri 
in  his  hands,  for  laceration  of  the  iris,  a  simple,  but  often  a  bal 
modification  of  iridectomy.  •  •  •  j  n^ 

further  state  that  M.  Desmarres  has  availed  himsdf  of  and  soae- 
times  literally  copied,  important  portions  of  my  memoirs  en 
subchoroid  dropsy,  and  on  capsular  cataract,  the  originals  of  wbaA, 
written  by  him,  under  my  dictatation,  in  whole  or  in  part,  are  sdD 
to  be  found  in  my  cartons.'* 


The  Process  of  Insanify. -^This  malady  seems  to  be  ai^gmenti]^ 
in  the  number  of  ite  victims.  We  learn  that  there  are  four  hundid 
and  twenty  persons  in  the  Insane  Department  of  the  Blockkj 
Almshouse  at  the  present  time,  being  an  excess  of  one-fourth  owr 
any  previous  date.  We  understand  also  that  the  Insane  Depart- 
ment of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  is  full,  and  that  the  State  Insd* 
tution  at  Harrisburg  is  filled  to  its  capacity,  or  nearly  so.  Instilo- 
tions  of  the  same  character  in  neighboring  counties  and  States,  it  ii 
said,  have  larger  numbers  of  insane  inmates  now  than  at  any 
previous  periods  of  time. 

Through  the  politeness  of  Dr.  Mount,  we  had  recently  an  oppcw^ 
tunity  of  passing  through  the  wards  of  the  Lick  Run  Asylum,  id 
found  it  crowded  with  patients. 


The  death  of  Mr.  Lonsdale,  better  known  in  this  conntiyis 
the  author  of  an  excellent  Treatise  on  Fractures,  la  recoided  in 
some  of  the  London  journals. 
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A  Botanic  "  Cure^AU** — ^Neither  is  Pan  without  her  medical 
adviserny  who»  Bcoming  modem  theories,  go  back  to  the  first  prin- 
eiplee  peculiar  to  Botany — ^and  themselves.  Here  is  one  standing 
behind  an  array  of  roots,  leaves,  seeds,  and  heterogeneous  v^;eta- 
bias.  He  has  before  him  a  collection  of  botanical  plates,  with 
letterpress  descriptive  of  the  adaptation  of  the  plant  to  the  diseases 
there  recorded.  He  shows  the  herb,  identifies  it  by  its  portrait  in 
the  book,  and  after  this  remarkable  coincidence  the  complaint  be- 
comes a  secondary  consideration.  One  has  universal  properties,  it 
purifies  the  blood,  invigorates  the  nerves,  enlarges  the  muscles,  and 
is  a  general  heal-all.  More  than  that,  so  powerful  are  its  efiects 
upon  the  heart  "  that  had  the  allied  armies  been  supplied  with  a 
dose  per  man,  Sevastopol  would  have  faUen  by  an  early  assault, 
and  every  Russian  have  been  eeraseed  from  the  Crimea."  We 
believe  it  to  be  that  harmless  plant  the  Dandelion,  but  science  will 
get  ahead,  and  we  may  have  been  in  the  dark  as  to  its  hidden 
▼irtnes. — A  Winter^  f  Sketehis  in  the  South  of  France  and  the 
Pyrenneee.    By  F.  H.  Johneon^  M.  B.  C.  S.,  etc. 


hUereedng  case  of  lYansfution — ^This  operation,  says  an  English 
paper,  has  been  successfully  performed  by  Mr.  Wheatcroft,  surgeon, 
of  Cannock,  on  the  person  of  a  woman  named  Wood,  residing 
there.  Immediately  after  her  accouchment,  fearful  hemorrhage  set 
in,  draining  the  woman  of  blood.  She  felt  herself  dying,  and 
sctmmoned  her  husband  to  her  bedside,  bid  him  "  good  bye,"  and 
earnestly  requested  him  to  take  care  of  the  children  when  she  was 
DO  more.  She  then  became  pulseless  and  gasping,  occasional 
breathing  being  the  only  indication  of  life.  A  vein  was  opened  in 
her  arm,  and  one  in  the  arm  of  her  husband,  and  as  the  blood 
flowed  from  the  latter  it  was  transmitted  by  suitable  apparatus  into 
the  veins  of  the  wife.  After  seventeen  ounces  had  been  thus  in- 
jected, the  pulse  became  perceptible,  the  colorless  lips  reddened,  the 
glassy  eye  brightened,  and  she  thankfully  said,  **  I  am  better." 
The  case  has  progressed  very  favorably,  and  the  woman  is  recover- 
ing.    Death  was  here  literally  robbed  of  his  victim. 


A  Physician  putting  too  much  confidence  in  his  own  Medicine,'-^ 
A  German  doctor  of  Urbana,  HI.,  the  manufacturer  of  snake-bite 
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medicine,  caught  a  ratdeehake  on  the  piairie  and  took  it  home,  and 
oflfered  to  let  the  snake  hite  him  every  time  any  person  boi^  a 
hoz  of  his  medicine  for  one  dollar.  On  Bnnday  of  laat  w&kt 
while  fooling  with  his  pet»  it  bit  him  in  the  hand.  He  applied  Ui 
medicine  without  effect.  On  Monday  he  sent  for  a  doctor,  bnt  leo 
late ;  he  died  the  same  day. 


Horrors  of  War. — ^M.  Baudens,  is  the  author  of  an  article  of 
some  forty-five  pages,  published  in  the  Beveux  dei  Deux  Momin 
for  June,  and  entitled  Uhe  Mission  Midicali  a  L*Armi»  <r  Orwi^ 
in  which  he  gives  a  thrilling  account  of  the  sufferings  of  the  alliid 
forces  in  the  Crimea.  His  statistics  show  most  emphatically  Ait 
the  Russian  army  was  not  the  most  formidable  enemy  with  wUflh 
they  had  to  contend.  The  number  destroyed  by  cholera,  semrf, 
dysentery  and  typhus,  was  about  63,000,  of  which  31,000 
the  Crimea,  and  32,000  in  Constantinople. 


Crawford  the  Sculptor . — ^The  last  arrival  from  Europe 
account  of  the  death  of  this  distinguished  artist.  Dr.  Fell  pioiBi- 
ised,  but  failed  to  cure.  The  fatal  result  in  this  case,  may  poasibiy 
do  something  to  place  this  individual  in  his  proper  position. 


Jt^  We  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Horace  Green  of  New  York,  for  a 
Monogri^ph  of  some  twenty -eight  pages  on  the  Lesions  of  the  Epi- 
glottic Cartilage.  It  is  a  reprint  from  the  American  Bledical 
Monthly  for  October.  An  abstract  of  it  will  appear  in  our  next 
number. 


Post' Mortem  Examination  of  the  late  Dr.  Marshall  BaU.^k 
stricture  of  the  oesophagus  was  found  opposite  the  eighth  riog  of 
the  trachea.  The  tube  was  but  moderately  thickened,  but  the  mem- 
brane was  folded  in  so  as  to  form  a  valve,  almost  closing  tbs 
passage.  There  was  ulceration  and  congestion  of  the  oesopbagm 
above,  and  the  pharynx  to  the  extent  of  nearly  three  h 
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OBIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 


JMirium  T^emensj  its  Nature  and  Treatment,     By  Charles 
S.  Tripler,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  U.  S.  Army. 

In  the  year  1827,  being  then  a  student  and  a  candidate  for 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  I  wrote  a  dissertation 
upon  Delirium  Tremens,  and  presented  it  to  the  Faculty  of 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  the  University 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  for  examination.  This  disserta- 
tion was  published  by  Professor  John  B.  Beck,  in  the  New 
Tork  Medical  and  Physical  Journal,  of  which  he  was  at  that 
time  the  Editor.  I  ventured  at  that  early  period  to  call  the 
disease  the  ^^Irritative  Fever  of  Drunkenness,"  and  en- 
deavored to  show  that  it  was  a  disease  of  irritation  analo- 
gous to,  if  not  identical  with,  irritation  induced  by  causes 
iiltogether  different  from  the  recognized  cause  of  Delirium 
Tremens.  Thirty  years  more  of  observation  have  not  changed 
my  views  of  the  nature  of  this  disease ;  on  the  contrary,  I 
have  the  Satisfaction  of  finding  that  a  number  of  writers,  of 
fiur  greater  note  than  myself,  have,  in  the  course  of  that 
time,  taken  views  closely  similar  to,  if  not  identical  with  my 
own.  But  the  methods  of  treatment  I  then  advocated,  have 
been  modified  by  time — ^perhaps  I  should  rather  say,  have 
been  determined  or  defined — that  what  was  then  vaguely  sug- 
gested, I  hope  now  to  communicate  in  a  clearer  manner,  so 
that  if  my  opinions  be  of  any  value,  they  may  be  susceptible 
of  a  more  ready  practical  application.  My  remarks,  as 
ori^nally  published  in  1827,  are  as  follows: 

VOL,  xvni — 60. 
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INAUGURAL    DISSERTATION. 

When  persons  who  have  long  indulged  in  the  excesrin 
use  of  ardent  spirits,  are  suddenly  deprived  of  their  aceoi- 
tomed  stimulus,  they  frequently  become  the  subjects  of  ft 
peculiar  and  interesting  disease.  To  this  affection,  the  vaii- 
ous  appellations  of  "  Delirium  Tremens,'*  "  Mania  a  Poti,* 
*'  Mania  e  Temulentia,"  and  the  "  Brain  Fever  of  Dronkei- 
ness,"  have  been  given  by  the  different  authors  who  halt 
noticed  it. 

It  is  but  a  short  period  since  the  attention  of  phyrioim 
has  been  in  any  degree  particularly  directed  to  this  con* 
plaint.     In  the  text  books  of  the  student  it  is  not  even  mo- 
tioned ;  and  most  that  is  to  be  learnt  concerning  it,  must  kt 
searched  for  through  our  periodical  works.     Dr.  Armstroi^ 
in  his  excellent  work  on  Typhus,  has  given  a  concise  wai 
correct  history  of  the  disorder,  together  with  its  symptoan 
and  mode  of  treatment.     He  thinks  that  Hippocrai^  bn 
described  it  in  his  Epidemics,  particularly  in  the  case  of 
Ghserion,  in  the  third  book.    It  appears,  however,  that  amoig 
the  moderns,  Dr.  Samuel  Burton  Pearson  published  the  fint 
accipunt  of  it.    In  1812,  a  short  paper  on  the  subject,  If 
Dr.  Armstrong,  and  in  the  year  following  the  "  Tracts"  a 
Dr.  Sutton  were  published.     Since  that  time,  a  number  of 
papers,  and  cases  of  the  disease  have  appeared  in  differail 
periodical  journals,   and  more   particularly   in  the   Unite! 
States.     The  most  prominent  of  these  are  the  communicir 
tions  of  Dr.  Klapp,  published  in  the  seventh  volume  of  the 
Eclectic  Repertory,  and  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Medical 
Recorder ;  the  cases  of  Dr.  Channing,  in  the  eighth  volnaw 
of  the  New  England  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery ;  nioi 
the  "  Observations  on  Delirium  Tremens,"  by  Dr.  Brown,  ia 
the  fifth  volume  of  the  Medical  Recorder. 

Having  had  occasion  to  treat  a  number  of  these  caseiy 
during  a  short  residence  at  the  New  York  Almshouse  and 
Penitentiary,  as  House  Surgeon  to  those  institutions,  I  hare 
thougl^t  proper  to  make  it  the  subject  of  the  folloiring 
remarks. 

The  disease  naturally  divides  itself  into  three  stages  U^ 
Oppression  ;   2nd,  Excitement ;  3rd,  Collapse. 

jFiraL  The  stage  of  oppression  is  marked  by  lassitude, 
indistinct  chills,  oppression  at  the  prs&cordia,  loss  of  appetite, 
nausea,  and  sometimes  vomiting.  In  this  stage  the  patient 
is  somewhat  inclined  to  sleep;  but  the  drowsiness  soob 
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leaves  him,  and  in  a  short  time  the  second  stage  commences. 

Second.  In  the  stage  of  excitement  the  tongue  is  furred, 
but  moist ;  the  bowels  usually  costive ;  the  pulse  full,  and 
generally  more  frequent  than  natural;  the  skin,  in  most 
cases,  hot,  but  moist ;  the  eyes  are  turgid,  wild  in  expression, 
and  quick  in  their  motions ;  the  hands  and  knees  become 
affected  w^ith  a  peculiar  trembling ;  the  urine  is  high-colored, 
and  small  in  quantity.  The  patient  talks  incoherently,  occa- 
sionally starting  as  if  from  some  frightful  object ;  shows  no 
disposition  to  lie  down,  and  is  utterly  unable  to  compose 
himself  to  rest.  He  imagines  that  he  is  unrelentingly  per- 
secuted by  some  enemy,  for  a  crime  of  which  he  is  innocent ; 
that  every  cup  presented  to  him  contains  poison;  that  he 
sees  the  devil  springing  upon  him,  or  some  ugly  animal  run- 
ring  over  his  bed  or  about  the  room;  that  his  business  is 
deranged:  that  he  is  swindled  by  his  debtors;  with  many 
other  equally  absurd  and  unlikclv  incidents.  I  had  one  pa- 
tient who  imagined  a  host  of  fiends  were  burning  her  to  death 
with  gas  lights.  These  patients  are  very  impatient  of  contra- 
diction, extremely  obstinate  in  the  belief  of  their  hallucinations, 
and  can  be  managed  only  by  the  mildest,  most  soothing  and 
persuasive  treatment.  These  symptoms  undergo  an  exacer- 
bation in  evening  and  a  remission  towards  morning. 

If,  now,  the  disease  be  suffered  to  continue,  the  third  stage, 
or  the  stage  of  collapse,  comes  on.  The  pulse  becomes  more 
rapid  and  small;  the  pupils  are  contracted;  the  tremor  is 
increased ;  the  tongue  and  jaws  have  a  trembling  motion  ; 
the  greatest  anxiety  is  depicted  in  the  countenance;  the 
skin  becomes  cold,  and  is  covered  with  a  peculiar  cold  and 
clammy  sweat ;  convulsions,  coma,  and  subsultus  tendinum 
ensue,  and  death  soon  closes  the  scene. 

In  the  fatal  cases  which  I  have  witnessed,  the  unfortunate 
result  has  imiformly  been  preceded  by  a  suppression  of  urine, 
for  twelve  to  thirty-six  houi  s. 

The  following  cases,  with  their  treatment,  may  serve  to 
illustrate  our  observations. 

Case  1.  R— —  M ,  aged  fifty-two,  was  committed  to 

the  Penitentiary  as  a  vagrant,  June  3d,  1826.  When  I  saw 
him  he  was  laboring  under  an  epileptic  fit,  foaming  at  the 
mouth,  turgid  face,  and  breathing  hard.  He  was  immediately 
bled  from  the  temporal  artery  about  twenty  ounces ;  he  then 
began  to  tremble,  and  the  nature  of  the  disease  was  at  once 
manifested.    Being  impressed  with  the  idea  that  opium  was 
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a  specific  in  this  diseae,  and  in  all  its  stages,  I  immediately 
entered  upon  its  use  in  this  case.  3ij.  tr.  opii.  were  adminift- 
tered  at  once,  and  3j.  every  half  hour  prescribed,  until  Im 
should  fall  asleep.  Upon  visiting  him  at  9  P.  M.,  found  to 
my  surprise  that  he  exhibited  no  signs  of  sleep,  although  i}, 
tr.  opii.  had  been  given  him.  He  was  sittmg  upon  his  natei, 
with  his  legs  drawn  up,  and  his  head  resting  upon  his  knees. 
He  was  then  ordered  gr.  ij.  opii.  every  half  hour.  In  the 
morning  of  the  next  day,  I  found  that  he  had  slept  none 
since  his  admission.  The  use  of  the  tr.  opii.  was  then 
resumed.  In  the  evening,  found  him  more  sensible,  but  still 
remarkably  stupid  and  obstinate,  occasionally  raising  hit 
head,  and  looking  anxiously  at  his  pillow.  Having  beei 
sadly  disappointed  in  the  anticipated  effects  of  my  specifici 
I  now  determined  to  try  the  cold  afiusion,  so  highly  recom- 
mended by  Armstrong.  He  was  accordingly  stripped,  and 
two  pailsful  of  water  were  poured  moderately  over  his  head 
and  trunk ;  the  laudanum  was  then  continuea.  At  9  P.  3L, 
found  that  he  still  slept  only  at  short  intervals;  had  not 
made  water  since  his  admission.  The  catheter  was  intro- 
duced without  diflSculty,  and  only  eight  ounces  of  water  were 
drawn  off.  The  cold  affusion  was  then  repeated,  and  the  tr# 
opii.  ordered  to  be  continued. 

June  5th,  A.  M.  Found  him  more  rational ;  would  talk 
a  little,  and  said  he  should  soon  be  better ;  had  passed  no 
more  urine,  and  had  slept  but  little  during  the  night:  baa 
had  no  stool  since  he  came  in.  Ordered  the  common  house 
clysters  to  be  repeated  till  they  should  operate.  The  third 
produced  slight  evacuations.  The  man  died  on  the  fourth 
day  from  his  admission.  At  the  commencement,  his  pulse 
was  full,  but  became  more  rapid  and  smaller  immediately 
after  the  bleeding,  and  a  profuse  sweat  made  its  appearance 
over  his  body.  The  cold  affusion  was  the  only  remedy  that 
appeared  to  moderate  his  delirium  or  to  cool  his  skin ;  bat 
these  effects  were  merely  transitory. 

Case  II.  June  8th,  W ,  committed  last  evening  as  a 

vagrant.  Found  him  this  morning  laboring  under  delirium 
tremens,  with  a  dry  skin,  flushed  countenance,  full  and  soft 
pulse.  Ascribing  the  unfortunate  result  of  the  preceding 
case  to  my  own  inexperience  and  injudicious  management,  in 
not  having  properly  prepared  the  patient  for  the  use  of  the 
opium,  I  requested  I)r.  Brown,  consulting  surgeon  of  the 
establiishment^  to  visit  this  man  with  me.    By  his  advice  I 
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bled  him  about  ten  ounces,  which  brought  out  the  sweat  and 
increased  the  rapidity  of  his  pulse.  He  was  then  put  upon 
the  use  of  tart.  ant.  et  potass,  gr.  one  quarter,  in  solution 
every  two  hours.  At  3,  P.  M.,  I  found  the  man's  pulse  the 
same  as  before  bleeding.  He  had  raised  a  considerable 
quantity  of  bile  without  much  nausea.  Continued  the  anti- 
monial  solution. 

June  9th.  Pulse  rather  more  frequent,  but  softer.  Anti- 
mony operating  on  the  bowels.  Patient  had  slept  well  during 
the  night. 

June  11th.  Discharged  from  the  Hospital,  cured. 

This,  though  by  no  means  so  severe  a  case  as  the  preceding 
one,  was  still  replete  with  satisfaction  and  instruction  to  me. 
Had  I  given  him  opium  at  his  admission,  he  had,  no  doubt, 
shared  the  same  fate. 

Case  III.  L ,  committed  as  a  vagrant,  on  Saturday, 

June  10th.  Found  him  laboring  under  delirium  tremens, 
but  not  very  severe.  Pulse  not  much  increased  in  frequency, 
but  rather  fuller  than  natural.  He  was  ordered  one  quarter 
gr.  tart.  ant.  every  two  hours.  Sunday.  Medicine  had 
operated  once  by  vomiting,  and  several  times  by  bilious 
dejections.  Monday.  Beduced  the  dose  of  antimony  to 
one-sixth  gr.  every  two  hours.  Tuesday.  Found  he  had 
slept  well  last  night;  bowels  costive.  Ordered  calomel  gr. 
XX.,  rhei  gr.  xv.,  ant.  tart.  gr.  j.  Wednesday.  Medicine  had 
operated  well.  Patient  slept  well  last  night ;  and  was  dis- 
cnarged  cured. 

Case  rV.  H ,  committed  as  a  vagrant  on  Tuesday, 

ISth  June.  Came  in  with  delirium  tremens ;  pulse  80  in  a 
minute,  and  rather  full ;  trembling  of  the  hands  ;  no  appetite ; 
foul  tongue.  Ordered  sulph.  sodse  jij.,  unt.  tart.  gr.  ij,  one- 
half  to  be  taken  immediatelv,  and  the  remainder  three  hours 
after.  Wednesday.  Medicine  had  operated  well ;  the  first 
dose  as  an  emetic,  and  the  second  as  a  cathartic.  Tongue 
still  foul.  Towards  evening  his  tremor  and  delirium  had  in- 
creased, his  pulse  had  become  more  rapid,  and  the  peculiar 
sweat  appeared  on  his  forehead.  The  temperature  of  his 
skin  was  natural.     Had  slept  none  since  his  confinement.     I 

favc  him  3iij.  tr.  opii  at  6,  P.  M.,  3ij.  with  a  pint  of  warm 
eer  at  9,  and  ordered  3ij.  to  be  given  at  12,  in  case  he  should 
not  previously  fall  asleep.  Thursday.  Found  he  had  slept 
none  last  night;  pulse  more  rapid;  skin  hotter:  delirium 
increased:    had  not  passed  urine  since  yesterday  at  11, 
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A.  M.  At  3y  P.  M.,  20  grs.  calomel  with  1|  gr.  ant.  tirt 
were  administered.  At  9,  P.  M.,  medicine  had  not  operated. 
Ordered  3ifs.  ol.  ricini  to  be  taken  immediatelj,  and  3ij  tr. 
opii  at  12  o'clock,  with  directions  that  3j.  shoitld  be  girem 
every  two  hours  after,  until  he  should  fall  asleep.  I'riidf. 
Found  the  nurse  had  mistaken  my  directions,  and  had  girea 
3j.  tr.  opii  every  hour.  The  man  was  decidedly  worse ;  bad 
slept  none ;  bowels  had  not  been  moved ;  had  made  no  water 
since  last  report;  eyes  turgid;  tongue  much  furred.  The 
man  died  at  12,  noon. 

IHssection.  The  dura  mater  was  found  in  a  congested  state ; 
the  tunica  arachnoidea  much  thickened,  opaque,  and  wateiy 
effusion  between  it  and  the  pia  mater.  The  veins  of  the  pia 
mater  and  brain  were  highly  congested ;  the  lateral  yentriclet 
greatly  distended  with  water.  The  stomach  was  natural, 
much  contracted,  and  empty ;  the  liver  hard,  and  of  an  ash 
color ;  the  gall-bladder  filled  with  bile  of  the  consistence  of 
tar ;  the  omentum  smaller  than  usual,  and  adherent  to  the 
small  intestines.  The  bladder  contained  but  half  a  pint  of 
urine :  the  kidneys  were  natural. 

Case  Y.    B ^  aged  thirty-six,  committed  as  a  Tagraat, 

August  1st,  1826.  Found  him  laboring  under  symptoms  of 
approaching  delirium  tremens,  with  a  full  pulse,  foul  tongue, 
and  contracted  pupil.  I  immediately  prescribed  for  him  tart 
ant.  gr.  x.  dissolved  in  water  Jiv.,  one  tablespoonful  every 
ten  minutes.  The  medicine  vomited  and  purged  him  freely. 
In  the  evening  he  was  ordered  camphor  and  opii  aa.  ct.  ij., 
ant.  tart.  gr.  one-sixth,  in  the  form  of  pill,  every  two  hour?. 
Wednesday,  2nd,  A.  M.  B.  had  vomited  the  pills,  and  could 
retain  nothing  on  his  stomach.  His  pulse  was  smaller  and 
more  frequent,  and  his  pupils  much  contracted.  Towards 
evening  he  retained  two  of  the  pills  upon  his  stomach.  I 
then  gave  him  gtt.  xl.  of  the  black  drop,  with  orders  to  have 
it  repeated  every  two  hours,  with  a  small  quantity  of  brandy 
and  water,  until  he  should  sleep.  Ihursday,  A.  M.  Found 
he  had  taken  160  drops  of  the  medicine,  with  no  effect.  To- 
wards evening,  he  became  so  furious  that  it  was  necessary  to 
confine  him  alone  in  a  cell.  I  now  gave  him  ninety  drops 
of  the  black  drop  at  once,  and  in  two  hours  after,  40  drops 
more,  with  directions  to  have  the  latter  quantity  repeated 
every  two  Lours.  Friday,  A.  M.  Found  he  had  taken  but 
60  drops  since  I  left  him,  and  none  since  two  this  morning ; 
had  slept  none  during  the  night.     I  gave  him  90  drops  at  7, 
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A.  M.  and  40  at  9.  He  laid  down  in  a  few  moments,  ap- 
peared to  be  comatose,  pulse  sipall,  a  cold  clammy  sweat 
over  his  body,  and  apparently  hastening  to  the  grave.  In 
the  course  of  four  hours  he  rose  up  as  furious  as  ever,  and 
refused  to  take  any  more  medicine.  He,  however,  now  asked 
for  some  beer,  of  which  I  took  advantage,  and  gave  him  one 

f»nt,  containing  60  drops  of  black  drop.  He  swallowed  it, 
aid  down,  and  slept  soundly  from  6  P.  M.  until  midnight. 
He  then  began  to  noUow  again,  but  soon  became  more  calm 
and  sensible.  I  had  directed  his  keeper  to  give  him  forty 
drops  more  of  the  black  drop  in  case  he  should  wake  before 
10  r,  M.  He  thought,  upon  visiting  him  in  the  morning, 
that  if  he  could  have  required  it  then,  it  would  do  as  well 
now,  and  administered  the  dose.  The  patient  then  fell  asleep 
again,  and  continued  so  till  10,  A.  M.  When  he  awoke,  ho 
was  perfectly  sensible,  but  complained  very  much  of  thirst. 
Some  beer  was  given  him ;  the  first  draught  of  which  was 
immediately  rejected,  the  second  he  retained,  and  declared 
quite  refreshing.  During  the  afternoon  he  was  allowed 
whisky  and  water  to  drink.  Towards  midnight  he  again 
began  to  cry  "  murder ! "  and  "  water  ! "  and  in  the  morning 
was  quite  exhausted,  complaining  of  a  most  intolerable  thirst. 
He  had  eaten  nothing  for  the  last  sixtv  hours.  Toast  and 
tea  were  given  him  for  breakfast,  which  he  appeared  to  relish 
very  well.  From  this  time  he  recovered  rapidly,  and  re- 
quired no  more  medicine. 

This  was  the  most  interesting  case  I  ever  witnessed.  The 
quantity  of  opium  taken  is  surprising ;  but  the  result  justifies 
tne  treatment.  In  the  management  of  this  case  I  was  much 
indebted  to  Isaac  Wood,  M.  D.,  (consulting  physician  of  the 
institution  at  that  time,)  for  his  advice  and  support. 

Th'eatmenL  The  diversity  of  opinion  existing  among  au- 
thors, with  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  system  in  this 
complaint,  has  necessarily  led  to  the  proposal  of  very  diffe- 
rent methods  for  its  relief.  A  high  degree  of  nervous  irrita- 
tion, and  a  disturbed  state  of  the  equilibrium  of  the  circula- 
tion, seem  to  exist  throughout  the  disease :  still  the  habits, 
age,  temperament,  &c.,  of  the  patient  so  modify  its  appear- 
ances, that  no  one  course  of  treatment  can  be  laid  down  to 
suit  every  case.  In  some  cases,  the  symptoms  of  oppression 
are  immediately  succeeded  by  those  of  collapse,  without  any 
intermediate  signs  of  excitement.  In  others,  the  excitement 
rises  to  such  a  degree,  that  the  disease  might  be  confounded 
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with  phrenitis.  And  indeed  this  is  often  the  case  with  yooiig 
subjects ;  but  should  the  means  proper  for  phrenitis  be  em- 
ployed, the  subsequent  prostration  would  soon  convince  the 
practitioner  of  his  error.  It  is  therefore  necessary,  that  m 
every  case  a  correct  history  of  the  disease  should  be  obtained 
before  the  physician  can  with  confidence  enter  on  any  course 
of  treatment.  To  a  neglect  of  this  precaution,  either  from  ntr 
attention,  or  from  the  di£Sculty  of  obtaining  the  necessary  in- 
formation, may  perhaps  be  attributed  the  failure  of  reme- 
dies which,  under  other  circumstances,  might  have  proved 
successful. 

The  means  of  cure  suggested  by  authors,  are  principally 
the  following :  —  Blood-letting — purgatives— emetics— cold 
and  tepid  affusions,  and  diffusible  stimulants.  We  propose  to 
examine  the  merits  of  each  somewhat  in  detail. 

Blood-letting  is  much  insisted  on  by  Professor  Potter,  of 
Baltimore,  in  this  disease :  and  indeed  the  principal  fault  he 
finds  with  Dr.  Armstrong's  method  of  treatment,  is  his  want 
of  confidence  in  this  remedy.  He  remarks,  that  he  has  fre- 
quently drawn  even  an  hundred  ounces  of  blood  from  the 
arm  in  three  or  four  days;  and  also,  that  ^^the  menacing 
character  of  the  symptoms  in  the  first  stage,  either  in  the 
forms  of  long-continued  convulsions,  sometimes  indicatinr 
approaching  apoplexy,  or  the  presence  of  a  ferocious  deh- 
rium,  have  compelled  us  to  draw  20  or  30  ounces  of  blood, 
without  removing  the  ligature  from  the  arm."  Still  he  ad- 
mits, that  "  so  sanguinary  a  procedure  *'  is  seldom  necessary, 
and  not  often  admissible,  though  he  has  never  had  cause  to 
regret  it.  T  never  bled  a  patient  without  regretting  it. 
True,  I  seldom  met  with  any  but  habitual  drunkards,  which 
undoubtedly  makes  an  essential  difference :  but  the  rapid  in- 
crease in  the  frequency  of  the  pulse — the  immediate  appear- 
ance of  the  clammv  sweat — the  aggravated  trembling  and 
great  prostration  of  strength  consequent  to  the  subtraction 
of  a  very  small  quantity  of  blood,  in  those  cases  in  which  I 
have  tried  the  remedy — have  induced  me  to  determine  on 
never  employing  it  again,  except  in  a  first  attack  of  the  dis- 
ease, or  in  a  young  and  very  plethoric  subject.  The  weight 
of  evidence  is  decidedly  against  the  practice.  Dr.  Sutton 
observes,  that  he  has  "  witnessed  the  cases  of  this  disease  to 
be  always  most  rapidly  fatal  in  robust  and  plethoric  persons, 
even  where  bloodletting  was  much  used  without  the  aid  of 
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opium.*  And  in  another  place,  as  quoted  by  Dr.  Channing  : 
"  The  tremors  are  rather  a  symptom  of  a  peculiar  disease,  which 
has  hitherto  been  considered  to  be  phrenitis,  and  when 
treated  as  such,  has  proved  Jto  be  fatal.*'  **  When  blood- 
letting has  been  employed,  and  principally  relied  on,  I  have 
observed  a  fatal  termination  of  the  disease  in  almost  every 
case,  though  the  indication  as  to  habit  for  its  use  appeared 
strong  and  decisive."  Again :  "  On  the  contrary,  when  in 
such  habits,"  (robust  and  plethoric,)  "  the  delirium  tremens 
has  been  endeavored  to  be  overcome  by  opium,  the  result 
has  been  the  most  favorable,  because  the  constitution  is  less 
broken  down."  "  In  a  very  early  stage  of  the  paroxysm, 
however,  if  in  a  very  plethoric  subject,  blood  may  be  drawn ; 
but  I  do  not  recommend  the  practitioner  to  wait  to  see  the 
effects  of  it,  with  a  view  of  repeating  the  operation,  as  thereby 
the  life  of  the  patient  may  be  endangered:"  Dr.  Channing 
bled  his  first  patient  while  the  perspiration  was  profuse ;  he 
was  also  vesicated,  purged,  and  had  anodynes  at  night.  He 
became  comatose  on  the  third  day,  was  attacked  with  con- 
Tulsions,  and  died.  Four  other  cases  of  his  were  attacked 
with  pulmonary  inflammation,  and  treated  in  the  usual  way. 
They  were  attacked  with  delirium  tremens  after  the  other 
symptoms  were  moderated,  and  two  of  them  died :  the  other 
two  were  cured  by  calomel  and  opium.  Dr.  Armstrong  says 
he  invariably  saw  blood-letting  prejudicial,  even  at  the  onset, 
i'l  debilitated  and  habitual  drunkards :  but  "  in  constitutions 
that  have  not  been  shaken  by  reiterated  drunkenness,"  he 
remarks,  "I  have  known  early  and  moderate  venesection  of 
much  use,  especially  when  followed  by  active  aperients." 
Dr.  Brown  observes :  "  Our  experience  constrains  us  to  coin- 
cide in  opinion  with  Dr.  Armstrong,  in  regard  to  the  use  of 
the  lancet  in  this  disease."  Again  he  remarks :  "  Even  in 
cases  where  convulsions  come  on  early,  emetics  will  generally 
have  a  more  decided  and  happy  effect  than  the  abstraction  of 
large  quantities  of  blood."  The  fulness  of  the  pulse  in  the 
early  stages  of  the  disease,  is  most  probably  owing  to  irrita- 
tion, and  not  to  inflammatory  action.  It  is  entirely  devoid 
of  strength,  and  is  easily  compressed.  All  authors  agree 
that  bleeding  is  inadmissible,  in  the  latter  stages,  in  organic 
derangements,  and  when  the  system  has  been  worn  out  by 
repeated  attacks. 

*  Medical  Magftiine. 
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Purgatives.  The  use  of  purgatives  promises  more  benefit 
than  that  of  the  lancet ;  but  still  they  are  in  no  severe  case 
to  be  exclusively  relied  upon.  "  I  am  fully  persuaded,"  says 
Armstrong,  "  that  the  reare  not  many  instances  where  the  use 
of  the  lancet  is  really  requisite ;  and  also,  that  there  are  few 
where  purgatives  should  be  omitted  in  the  commencement" 
I  have  observed  that  in  most  cases  the  bowels  are  disposed  to 
be  torpid,  and  have  always  found  early  purging  highly  bene- 
ficial. In  fact,  numerous  instances  have  occurred  in  the 
Bellevue  establishments,  in  which  nothing  else  was  done  but 
to  give  the  patient  a  purge,  and  shut  him  up  in  a  dark  room. 
These  were  of  course  mild  cases ;  but  still  they  showed  the 

food  effects  of  cathartics.  It  is  also  a  fact,  that  when  the 
owels  are  constipated,  opium  will  not  have  so  good  an 
effect  as  when  they  are  in  a  soluble  state,  and  it  is  extremely 
unpleasant  to  be  obliged  to  stop  the  exhibition  of  opium  at  a 
late  period,  for  the  purpose  of  interposing  purgatives.  The 
most  proper  time  for  their  employment,  particularly  in  habi- 
tual drunkards,  is  evidently  in  the  commencement  of  the  dis- 
ease, before  the  stage  of  collapse  shall  have  supervened :  af- 
ter this  period,  active  purging  would  be  prejudicial.  Dr. 
Armstrong  very  justly  remarks,  that  after  four  or  five  daySt 
laxative  enemata  will  be  found  most  proper. 

EmeticB  next  claim  our  attention.  Dr.  Klapp,  of  Phila- 
delphia, who  has  written  on  this  disease,  and  published  some 
cases,  from  peculiar  notions  of  its  pathology,  depends  chiefly 
on  emetics.  He  indoed  seems  to  regard  them  as  almost  speci- 
fics ;  but  his  recommendation  must  be  received  with  some 
qualification.  They  are  certainly  in  some  cases,  and  in  some 
stages  of  the  disease,  a  highly  valuable  remedy  ;  but  in  other 
cases,  and  under  other  circumstances,  they  are  as  certainly 
prejudicial.  Hepatic  obstructions  and  congestions  are  of 
frequent  occurrence  in  those  who  indulge  freely  in  the  use  of 
ardent  and  stimulating  liquors  ;  these  are  undoubtedly  best 
removed  by  emetics.  But  in  their  exhibition,  reference  most 
be  had  to  the  habits  of  the  patient,  whether  an  habitual  or  an 
occasional  drunkard,  and  particularly  to  the  stage  of  the  dis- 
ease. In  the  early  stages,  when  there  is  much  nausea,  a 
foul  tongue,  a  bad  taste  m  the  mouth,  with  loathing  of  food, 
and  oppression  at  the  praecordia,  an  emetic  will  be  found 
highly  serviceable,  and  sometimes  indispensable.  I  have  seen 
instances  in  which  the  patient  has  recovered,  without  its  hav- 
ing become  necessary  to  use  any  other  means.     This  effect| 
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however,  I  do  not  attribute  merely  to  their  action  in  relieving 
the  stomach  of  crapulous  matter ;  that,  undoubtedly,  has  its 
share  in  keeping  up  the  disease,  and  by  its  ejectment  one 
source  of  irritation  is  got  rid  of.  The  eflScacy  of  the  tar- 
trate of  antimony  and  potash,  (which  is  the  emetic  recom- 
mended by  Dr.  Klapp,)  is  more  probably  owing  to  its  well  as- 
certained effects  in  allaying  nervous  irritation,  and  equalizing 
the  circulation,  thus  inducing  sleep,  which,  once  obtained, 
generally  places  the  patient  beyond  danger.  The  best 
emetic,  therefore,  which  can  be  employed,  is  the  tartarized 
antimony.  Where  there  is  much  excitement,  the  following 
will  be  found  an  excellent  prescription : 

?r.  Tartarized  Antimony,  gr.  ij. 
Distilled  water,     -     -     giv. 

Dissolve,  and  give  one  table-spoonful  every  two  hours.  The 
first  dose  will  generally  vomit,  and  the  remainder  purge  tho 
patient.  When,  however,  it  is  desirable  to  procure  full 
vomiting,  the  medicine  must  be  given  more  frequently,  and 
in  larger  quantities.  But  the  use  of  this  remedy  is  not  to 
be  confined  merely  to  its  emetic  properties.  That  excitement 
for  which  the  lancet  has  been  so  freely  recommended,  will,  in 
most  instances,  be  found  to  be  more  easily  and  permanently 
reduced,  and  with  less  hazard  to  the  patient,  by  the  vicari- 
ous employment  of  antimony.  Given  in  small  doses,  it  equal- 
izes the  circulation,  reduces  morbid  excitement,  allays  ner- 
vous irritation,  and,  if  it  do  not  of  itself  induce  sleep,  it  pre- 
pares the  system  in  the  best  manner  for  the  use  of  opium. 

Affusions.  With  regard  to  the  use  of  the  cold  affusion,  I 
can  say  very  little  ;  and  of  the  tepid,  nothing  from  my  own 
experience  :  but  having  the  sanction  and  recommendation  of 
Armstrong,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  their  importance  in  this 
disease.  1  made  use  of  the  cold  affusion  in  three  cases,  and 
apparently  with  good  effect ;  but  I  did  not  persevere  suffi- 
ciently in  its  application  to  judge  of  its  merits. 

infusible  Stimulants  ;  and,  first,  of  Opium.  This  we  con- 
sider to  be  the  most  important  remedy  in  the  treatment  of 
delirium  tremens.  After  every  other  means  have  failed,  this 
is  ths  great  sheet  anchor  of  our  hopes.  Seldom,  when  it  has 
been  judiciously  employed,  have  we  been  disappointed  in  the 
result ;  never  have  we  had  cause  to  regret  its  exhibition. 
True,  it  may  be,  and  has  been,  exhibited  in  cases  where  it 
was  directly  contra-indicated :  but  the  unfortunate  residt  of 
these,  can  surely  furnish  no  conclusive  evidence  against  the 
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utility  of  this  valuable  medicine.  Led  away  by  the  most  ab- 
surd and  extravagant  notions  of  its  specific  efficacy  in  every 
case,  and  in  all  conditions  of  the  system,  in  the  first  cases 
which  fell  under  my  care,  I  employed  it  under  circumstances 
and  to  an  extent  wholly  unwarrantable.  But  the  unforton- 
ate  result  of  my  practice  soon  taught  me  the  truth  of  the 
maxim — 

"  Est  modus  in  rebus ;  sunt  certi  deniqne  fines, 
Quos  ultra^  citraque,  nequit  consistere  rectum." 

Opium  is,  in  its  primary  operation,  a  highly  difiusible  sti- 
mulant, and  to  justify  its  employment,  there  must  be  a  de- 
gree of  prostration  ;  but  if  given  when  there  is  much  excite- 
ment, it  only  increases  that  excitement,  together  with  the 
congestions,  to  which  there  is  always  a  strong  disposition  in 
this  disease.  Hence  probably  have  arisen  the  prejudices 
entertained  against  its  employment ,  by  so  many  respectable 
physicians.  To  suppose  that  opium  will  answer  every  indi- 
cation, in  all  stages  of  the  disease,  is  not  only  visionary,  but 
idle  and  hazardous  in  the  extreme.  It  is  necessary  that  the 
system  should  be  properly  prepared  for  its  exhibition  before 
it  is  commenced  with.  In  the  early  stages  of  the  diseasei 
there  is  usually  a  considerable  degree  of  excitement,  with 
heat  of  skin,  and  great  restlessness.  This  is  the  proper  time 
for  the  use  of  antimony  and  purgatives ;  and  opium  given  at 
this  period,  would  be  productive  of  more  injury  than  benefit 
But  after  the  stage  of  excitement  shall  have  passed  over, 
when  the  pulse  has  become  small  and  frequent,  the  skin  cool, 
the  surface  of  the  body  covered  with  the  cold  sweat,  the 
limbs  violently  agitated,  and  no  sleep  has  been  procured  for 
some  time, — then  is  the  time  for  giving  opium.  If  any  bene- 
fit is  to  be  expected  from  it,  it  must  now  be  given  faithfully 
and  liberally.  Dr.  Armstrong  observes,  that  "  under  the 
most  unpromising  c  rcumstances,  a  combination  of  calomel 
and  opium  will  sometimes  succeed ;  and  whenever  there  is 
ground  for  doubting  the  propriety  of  evacuations,it  should 
be  adminstered  in  preference  to  any  other  expedient."  As 
to  the  manner  of  exhibiting  this  combination,  he  remarks: 
*'  Two  or  three  grains  of  calomel,  with  a  grain  and  a-half  of 
opium,  every  six  or  eight  hours,  will  be  sufficient  doses  of 
these  medicines  on  the  first  day  of  their  administration  ;  and 
after  that  period,  it  will  be  better  commonly  to  lessen  the 
quantity  of  opium,  and  as  soon  as  the  action  of  the  calomel 
is  at  all  developed  on  the  gums,  or  salivary  glands,  it  should 
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be  entirely  omitted,  as  its  effects  for  the  most  part  continue 
to  increase  for  a  few  days  afterward."  This,  I  am  compelled 
to  say,  from  what  I  have  seen  of  the  disease,  appears  to  me 
to  be  but  temporising  treatment.  The  learned  author  gave 
the  calomel  to  equalize  the  circulation,  probably,  as  Dr. 
Brown  has  remarked,  from  his  preconceived  notions  of  the 
existence  of  venous  congestions  as  the  proximate  cause  of  the 
disease.  These  congestions,  as  is  evident  from  the  nature  of 
the  svmptons,  do  not  exist,  other  than  as  a  consequence  of 
the  disease  thus  constituting  the  pathological  condition  of 
the  last  stage.  The  object,  therefore,  in  the  treatment  of 
the  disease,  is  to  prevent  this  state  of  things,  and  not  to 
cure  it  before  it  exists.  We  have  before  remarked,  that  the 
state  of  the  pulse  in  this  disease,  is  most  probably  owing  to 
irritation.  If  this  position  be  true,  the  most  rational  means 
of  cure  will  be  those  whose  operation  it  is  to  allay  this  irrita- 
tion in  the  most  direct  and  speedy  manner.  It  is  in  this 
manner,  in  my  opinion,  that  opium  and  antimony  cure  the 
disease^the  supervention  of  sleep  being  merely  an  evidence 
that  the  desired  effect  has  been  produced. 

Professor  Potter,  in  his  note  on  Dr.  Armstrong's  paper, 
has  given  some  valuable  observations  and  fhCts  on  the  use  of 
opium  in  large  doses  ;  and  has  also  pointed  out  the  condi- 
tion of  system  in  which  it  J  is  proper  it  should  be  given. 
"  The  use  of  opium  alone,*'  says  he,  "  in  certain  cases  of 
this  disease,  is  clearly  indicated,  when  it  has  been  protracted 
till  the  pulses  become  weak  and  very  frequent,  tremors  very 
great,  and  the  state  of  the  understanding  indicates  a  loss  of 
energy  in  every  part  of  its  empire.  In  such  cases,  large  doses 
have  produced  effects  so  extraordinary,  that  some  have  been 
induced  to  prescribe  them  to  the  very  great  injury  of  the 

ritients.'*  This  accords  entirely  with  my  observations ;  and 
must  attribute  Dr.  Armstrong's  coyness,  in  regard  to  the 
exhibition  of  opium  alone,  and  in  large  doses,  to  the  fact  that 
^  he  has  seen  and  heard  enough,  to  be  fully  convinced  that 
it  is  a  very  perilous  practice  to  administer  it  in  too  large  and 
repeated  doses,  since  apoplexy,  coma,  and  convulsions,  may 
be  thereby  produced."  I  am  well  persuaded  that  too  many 
cautions  can  not  be  given,  nor  too  close  an  examination  of  the 
symptoms  recommended,  previous  to  the  exhibition  of  this 
drug.  But  I  am  equally  well  persuaded,  that  when  it  has 
been  once  clearly  and  satisfactorily  ascertained  that  opium  is 
indicated,  large  doses  wiU  be  found  of  most  benefit.  By  large 
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doses,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  recommending  o^nm 
to  be  given  by  the  scruple,  or  laudanum  by  the  ounce,  and  to 
all^lpatients  alike.  The  term  '^  dose  "  is  relatiye,  and  mmt 
be  considered  relatively,  to  the  condition  of  each  patient 
Thus  the  habitual  drunkard,  and  one  who  has  long  been  ae* 
customed  to  the  use  of  inordinate  quantities  of  liquor,  wiD 
both  bear  and  require  larger  doses  than  the  comparatively 
youthful  debauchee.  And  again ;  larger  doses  will  be  re* 
quired,  in  proportion  as  the  case  has  verged  nearer  a  fatal 
termination  before  advice  has  been  sent  for. 

By  referring  to  my  last  case,  it  will  be  seen  that  prepara- 
tions of  opium,  amounting  to  at  least  five  ounces  of  lauda- 
num, were  given  in  the  course  of  five  days,  with  success.  My 
preceptor.  Dr.  Brown,  (to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  first 
correct  notions  I  ever  entertained  on  this  subject,^  has  record- 
ed  a  case,  in  the  third  volume  of  the  New- York  Medical  and 
Physical  Journal,  in  which  40  grains  of  opium  were  given  in 
four  hours,  successfully.  In  Dr.  Channing's  last  case,  20 
grains  of  opium  were  adminstered  in  twen^-four  honrs; 
12  of  which  were  given  in  the  two  hours  immemately  preced- 
ing  sleep,  and  with  a  successful  result. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  I  may  here  briefly  detail  two  in* 
teresting  cases  which  came  under  my  own  observation.  The 
first  was  a  man  nearly  fifty  years  of  age,  of  a  sanguine  tem- 
perament, and  an  habitual  drunkard.  He  came  into  the  Pe- 
nitentiary in  a  confirmed  state  of  delirium  tremens,  and  in 
the  last  stage.  His  pulse  was  extremely  rapid — ^his  surface 
was  covered  with  a  cold  sweat — his  eyes  suffused,  and  remark- 
ably wild — pupils  contracted — tremor  of  the  hands  amount- 
ing almost  to  subsultus :  and  was,  upon  the  whole,  one  of  the 
worst  cases  I  ever  saw.  One  hundred  and  fifty  drops  of  the 
black  drop  were  immediately  administered  in  a  half  pint  of 
brandy  and  water,  made  of  equal  parts  of  each.  I  then  di- 
rected 40  drops  more,  in  a  like  quantity  of  brandy  and  water, 
to  be  given  in  two  hours,  if  the  first  dose  should  not  have 
produced  sleep  previous  to  that  time.  The  first  dose,  how- 
ever, did  produce  sleep ;  but  to  save  himself  the  trouble  of 
watching  the  man,  the  nurse  woke  him  up,  and  gave  him  the 
second  dose.  The  man  slept  sixteen  hours,  and  awoke  per- 
fectly sensible. 

The  other  case  was  a  boy  of  sixteen,  admitted  at  the  same 
time,  and  in  nearly  the  same  condition.  Ninety  drops  of  the 
black  drop  were  given  him  in  brandy  and  water,  which  had 
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the  effect  of  producing  a  sound  sleep  for  12  hours.  The  next 
day  some  cathartic  medicine  was  administered,  and  he  rapid- 
ly recovered. 

The  practice  of  giving  opium  in  this  disease,  is  as  old  as 
the  description  of  the  disease  itself;  but  the  credit  of  having 
brought  it  to  its  present  perfection,  is  unquestionably  due  to 
Dr.  firown,  whose  writings  on  this  subject  we  have  so  often 
referred  to.  The  great  leading  object,  he  remarks,  in  the 
treatment  of  this  disease,  is  to  procure  sleep.  This  effect  is 
most  certainly  obtained  by  the  exhibition  of  opium.  It  must, 
however,  be  given  with  an  unsparing  and  judicious  hand. 

In  some  cases,  it  is  no  easy  matter  to  persuade  the  patient 
to  take  his  medicine.  In  these,  I  have  often  succeeded  by 
smuggling  the  laudanum  or  black  drop  into  a  glass  of  brandy 
and  water,  and  then  inviting  the  patient  to  take  a  glass  of 
grog.  By  this  means  the  idea  of  medicine  is  not  presented 
to  the  mind,  and  the  dose  is  swallowed  without  difficulty. 

The  other  diffusible  stimulants,  which  will  occasionally  be 
found  useful  in  this  disease,  are  beer,  porter,  gin,  and  brandy. 
If  they  can  be  given  warm,  or  in  the  form  of  toddy,  they  will 
produce  a  better  effect  than  when  given  cold.  I  once  suc- 
ceeded, in  a  very  desperate  case,  in  procuring  sleep,  by  per- 
suading the  patient  to  take  about  a  pint  of  warm  gin  aud  por- 
ter. These  liquors  also  afford  an  excellent  vehicle  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  preparations  of  opium.  With  respect  to 
the  further  exhibition  of  these  stimulants,  during  convales- 
cence, it  appears  to  me  entirely  unnecessary,  and  may  have 
Bome  effect  in  leading  to  a  re-indulgence  in  their  use.  If  the 
debility  be  very  great,  a  mild  course  of  tonics,  with  an  occa- 
sional laxative,  will  be  found  far  more  advantaj?eous. 

Theory  of  the  Disease.  Health  consists  in  the  harmonious 
performance  of  all  the  functions.  Some  of  these  functions 
are  essential  to  life,  and  hence  have  been  called  vital.  Of 
these,  the  most  prominent  are  the  nervous,  the  vaFcular,  and 
the  respiratory.  These  functions  are  severally  capable  of  act- 
ing and  re-acting  upon  each  other.  The  natural  stimulus  of 
the  heart  and  arteries  is  the  nervous  energy ;  the  natural 
stimulus  of  the  brain  is  the  arterial  blood ;  and  neither  of 
these  could  exist  without  the  function  of  respiration.  When 
all  these  functions  are  strictly  balanced,  the  other  functions 
of  the  human  body  are  generally  performed  as  they  should 
be,  and  health  is  the  result  of  this  harmony.  But  when,  by 
the  action  of  morbid  influences,  the  vital  functions  are  de- 
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ranged,  the  animal  functions  soon  follow,  and  disease  and  its 
phenomena  are  presented.  This  derangement  may  consist 
either  in  prostration  or  excitement,  thus  varying  the  charie- 
•  ter  of  the  disease.  Nervous  energy  may  be  increased,  either 
directly,  by  the  action  of  stimuli  on  the  stomach,  or  indirect- 
ly, by  their  action  taking  place  through  the  medium  of  the 
vascular  system.  By  the  gradual  application  of  direct  sti- 
muli, the  nervous  energy  may  be  so  gradually  increased,  as 
to  produce  no  very  sensible  effect  upon  the  vascular  system ; 
ana  it  may  at  length  become  even  necessary,  to  the  produc- 
tion of  a  sufficiency  of  this  principle  to  enable  the  heart  and 
arteries  to  perform  their  functions.  This  is  well  illustrated 
in  the  case  of  the  dram  drinker.  So  long  as  he  continues 
his  potations,  so  long  he  feels  right ;  but  the  moment  he  stops 
feeding  the  fire,  which,  although  consuming  him,  has  now  be- 
come, m  a  measure,  necessary  to  his  existence,  a  diminution 
of  nervous  energy  and  prostration  is  the  residt.  Still  the 
spark  of  life  is  not  quite  exhausted,  as  is  shown  by  a  re-ae- 
tion  occurring  shortly  after,  with  excitement.  It  is  this  state 
which  Mr.  Travers  has  denominated  pro9tration  with  exciU* 
ment.  He  remarks  :  ^^  Reaction  may  be  gradual,  and  resto- 
rative of  a  natural  and  tranquil  state  of  the  system,  as  exem- 
plified in  an  ordinary  fainting  fit ;  or  it  may  be  irregular  and 
violent ;  in  fact,  an  action  unsupported  by  sufficient  power 
to  maintain  and  carry  it  through ;  and  in  this  case,  the  state 
of  exhaustion  into  which  the  patient  lapses,  quickly  termi- 
nates life."  This  is  strikingly  analogous  to  the  disease  we  are 
considering.  Some  patients  get  well  without  any  treatment, 
or  with  very  little,  and  are  examples  of  the  first  kind  :  others 
require  the  removal  of  every  source  of  irritation,  together 
with  narcotics,  which  allay  existing  irritation,  thus  moderat- 
ing excitement,  and  are  examples  of  the  second  kind  of  re- 
action. It  is  also  remarkable,  that  the  treatment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Travers  for  his  cases,  (arising  from  surgical  causes,)  is 
the  very  one  we  have  always  found  most  beneficial  in  this  dis- 
ease ;  thus  adding  to  the  probability  of  our  conclusion  ;  that 
the  condition  of  the  system  in  both  cases,  is  caeteris  paribus, 
precisely  similar. 

If  this  view  of  the  subject  be  correct,  the  disease  may  be 
properly  called  "  The  Irritative  Fever  of  Drunkenness.'* 

Without  wasting  time  in  commenting  upon  the  different 
points  embraced  in  this  dissertation  (of  course  crude  and 
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imperfect)  I  can  not  forbear  claiming  to  have  been  the  first  to 
characterize  the  disease  as  one  of  irritation  principally;  ai 
view  now  generally  conceded  to  be  correct.  I  was  also  the 
first  to  show  the  value  of  antimony  in  the  treatment.  My 
second  and  third  cases  were  treated  with  this  agent,  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  opium — a  practice  at  that  time  new.  If  the  fourth 
case  had  been  similarly  treated,  it  is  very  probable  the  result 
would  have  been  difierent.  The  fifth  case,  though  successfully 
treated  with  opium,  I  believe  now  would  have  been  more 
readily  controlled  by  antimony ;  and  I  am  by  no  means  sure 
that  the  antimony  given  in  the  first  instance  may  not  have 
prevented  a  fatal  issue  from  the  opium  used  subsequently,  in 
an  inappropriate  condition  of  the  system.  In  speaking  gen- 
erally of  the  emetic  treatment  of  Klapp,  I  distinctly  pointed 
out  the  modus  operandi  of  the  Tartrate  of  antimony,  in  this 
disease — a  practice  since  adopted  by  Law  and  Qraves,  of 
Dublin,  and  which  has  been  finally  established  as  one  of  great 
value. 

In  the  preceding  pages,  however,  I  have  treated  of  Delir- 
ium Tremens  only,  as  due  to  the  sudden  abstraction  or  priva- 
tion of  accustomed  stimulus.  Such  were  the  cases  I  had  at 
that  time  seen — ^vagrants  found  drunk  in  the  streets,  and  com- 
mitted as  such  to  the  Penitentiary  by  the  Police  Magistrate. 
I  did  not  then  know  that  a  man  might  persist  in  drinking 
until  Delirium  Tremens  should  supervene.  Since  then  I  have 
had  abundant  opportunity  to  verify  this  fact. 

The  opium  practice  too,  has  frequently  disappointed  me, 
as  it  has  others:  By  many  able  writers  it  has  been  either 
discarded  altogether,  or  considered  as  inferior  to  other  plans. 
Still  I  think  the  weight  of  authority  is  to  this  day  in  its  favor. 
Now  it  is  impossible  for  this  discrepancy  of  opinion  to  exist, 
unless  the  several  observers  have  seen  the  disease  principally 
under  difficult  circumstances.  A  difference  of  pathological 
condition  onlt/j  can  account  for  the  difference  of  result  from 
the  same  therapeusis  in  different  hands.  Such  difference 
suggested  itself  to  my  mind,  many  years  since,  as  the  prob* 
VOL.  xvm — 61. 
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able  solution  of  the  uncertain  effects  of  opium  in  my  handi, 
in  cases,  where  I  supposed  the  patient  to  be  prepared  for,  or 
to  require  it.  Two  distinct  conditions,  appear  to  me  to  obtaia 
in  this  disease — the  one  combined  with  irritation  of  the  cere- 
bral meninges — probably  inflammatory  or  approaching  thereto 
— a  condition  in  which  sleep  is  impossible;  the  other,  withoit 
the  meningeal  complication — irritation  from  nerrous  exhaii- 
tion,  similar  to  that  resulting  from  fatigue,  and  the  like— a 
condition  with  which  sleep  is  incompatible.  I  distinguiik 
these  conditions  as  the  Antimony^  and  the  Opium  lypia. 
Either  may  be  much  aggravated,  by  a  mistake  in  diagnosis, 
and  consequently  a  valuable  plan  of  treatment  incur  unmer- 
ited obloquy  from  a  fault  in  its  application. 

After  I  had  recognized  this  difference  in  pathological  eoa- 
dition  and  had  seen  that  the  disease  might  supervene  upon  a 
protracted  debauch  as  well  as  upon  a  sudden  withdrawal  of 
stimulus,  the  question  arose  as  to  whether  the  difference  ii 
apparent  cause  would  furnish  a  clue  to  the  diagnosis,  and  of 
itself  would  occasion  the  difference  of  condition.  I  think  not 
I  mean  in  the  habitually  intemperate.  I  am  persuaded  both 
pathological  conditions  are  met  with  from  both  causes.  IIov- 
ever,  others  think  differently.  Thus,  Copland  divides  the 
disease  into  ^'Ist,  Delirium  with  Tremor  and  Excited  vascular 
action  in  the  membranes  of  the  Brain ;  2d,  Delirium  with 
Tremor  from  exhausted  Nervous  Power."  The  first  species 
he  says  "forms  the  connecting  link  between  that  which  is 
purely  nervous  and  that  depending  upon  inflammatory  action 
of  the  membranes  and  peripheries  of  the  encephalon.  That  it 
may  run  into,  or  form  a  slight  grade,  or  modification  of  inflam- 
mation of  these  parts,  in  some  cases,  I  will  not  dispute ;  but 
that  it  is  always  inflammatory,  is  opposed  by  the  fact  that  it 
will  often  subside  spontaneously,  in  a  short  time  after  its 
cause  has  ceased  to  act.  The  Delirium  Ebriomm  of  Darwoin 
and  some  other  writers,  or  the  delirious  affection  which  is 
immediately  consequent  upon  intoxication,  is  an  example  of 
this ;  it  sometimes  subsiding  in  a  few  hours,  or  in  a  day  or 
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two,  when  not  injudiciously  interfered  with ;  but  this  is  only 
an  occasional  occurrence  and  cannot  be  trusted  to.  This 
state  of  delirium,  when  directly  produced,  as  it  commonly  is, 
by  intoxication,  is  not  always  accompanied  by  tremors  at  its 
commencement,  but  when  thus  accompanied,  it  is  often  mista- 
ken for  the  true  form  of  delirium  tremens,  into  which  it  how- 
ever not  unfrequently  passes,  chiefly  owing  to  the  cause  in 
which  it  originated.  It  is  generally  attended  by  extreme 
irritability,  often  by  great  violence  and  sometimes  by  general 
spasms  and  constant  vomiting.  The  head  is  usually  hot  and 
the  face  flushed. "  Of  the  second  species  he  says,  "  Whilst 
the  former  state  of  delirium  is  often  directly  occasioned  by 
drunkenness,  this  is  as  frequently  indirectly  produced  by  the 
same  cause ;  the  one  being  immediately  consequent  upon  or 
accompanying  Intoxication,  the  other  commonly  resulting 
from  the  abstraction  of  the  accustomed  stimtduSy  after  an 
habituated  or  continued  indulgence  in  it,  or  after  a  protracted 
fit  of  inebriety.''  Copland  has  also  identified  this  form  with 
the  ^'Delirium  Traumaticum"  of  British  writers.  Here,  then, 
we  have  the  Sthenic  and  Asthenic  forms  of  modem  writers, 
my  Antimony  and  Opium  TypeSy  considered  as  the  patholo- 
gical sequences  of  the  two  modes  of  causation — the  former  as 
due  to  protracted  drunkenness,  the  latter  as  the  effect  of  the 
sudden  abstraction  of  accustomed  stimulus. 

Dr.  Gorrigan  has  described  three  varieties  of  the  disease — 
Asthenic,  Sthenic,  and  a  mixed  form.  The  Asthenic,  he 
attributes  to  a  persistent  use  of  stimulants,  till  the  man  can 
neither  drink  nor  eat  any  more.  '^  He  cannot  sleep ;  images 
of  various  kinds  float  before  his  eyes ;  his  stomach  is  sick ; 
pulse  quick  and  weak ;  skin  cold  and  clammy — a  set  of  symp- 
toms constituting  as  I  have  said,  a  state  of  collapse  conse- 
quent upon  the  cessation  of  long  C3ntinued  stimulants.  Your 
patient  is  altogether  in  a  condition  in  which  death  may  occur 
at  any  moment,  so  that  the  prognosis  is  here  extremely 
uncertain."  I  may  remark  here,  that  these  attacks  frequently 
repeated  induce  a  state  from  which  there  is  no  hope  of  recov- 
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ery.  The  assimilative  power  is  arrested — paralyzed ;  the 
mucous  coat  of  the  stomach  is  disorganized,  and  sometimes 
presents  the  appearance  shown  In  Sewell's  plates.  These 
patients  never  rave  violently ;  they  never  make  the  frantic 
and  determined  efforts  to  rise  from  bed  and  orerpower  thdr 
attendants,  that  the  less  fatally  affected  so  generally  do. 
They  perish  from  the  combined  effects  of  irritation  and  inan- 
ition, and  all  modes  of  medication,  are  equally  unavailing. 

The  Sthenic  form,  according  to  Dr.  Corrigan,  occurs  in  the 
man  who  has  been  drinking  two,  three,  or  four  days,  and  thai 
suddenly  leaves  off.  ^^This  man  is  in  a  state  of  irritation  of 
the  brain  and  nervous  system  only  in  a  trifling  degree  removed 
from  actual  phrenitis.'*         ***** 

Corrigan  and  Copland  both  recognize  the  two  forms  and 
the  two  causes,  but  seem  to  attribute  diametrically  opposite 
effects  to  the  respective  influences  of  the  different  causes. 

The  third  variety  of  Corrigan  I  must  quote  entire : — ^  A 
man  presents  himself  who  has  been  at  one  time  temperate,  al 
another,  drinking,  perhaps,  for  two  or  three  days,  and  is 
now  laboring  under  more  or  less  irritation  of  the  brain,  mani- 
fested by  slight  attacks  of  delirium  and  want  of  sleep,  form- 
ing, in  fact,  a  link  between  the  condition  already  described  as 
asthenic  delirium  tremens  and  the  state  of  collapse.  The 
subject  of  a  case  like  this  gets  repeated  attacks  of  a  trifling 
kind ;  he  may  be,  as  I  have  said,  at  one  time  temperate,  at 
another — ^perhaps  in  travelling  and  stopping  at  different 
hotels — drinking  three,  four,  or  a  half  a  dozen  days,  and  at 
length  falls  into  a  state  constituting  our  third  division ;  he  is 
capable  of  exertion,  understands  what  you  say  to  him,  and 
will  speak  collectedly,  but  when  left  to  himself,  fancies  strange 
sights  hovering  about  him.  He  is  neither,  as  I  have  said,  in 
the  state  of  collapse  of  the  asthenic  form,  nor  does  he  betray 
the  symptoms  of  cerebral  derangement  observed  in  the  asthe- 
nic variety  of  the  disease,  but  there  is  danger  of  the  affection 
assuming  the  perfect  form  from  the  too  frequent  recurrence 
of  these  slight  attacks  of  mental  aberration."      This  ia  an 
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important  variety^  and   sometimes  a  very  puzzling  one  to 
treat.     We  shall  recur  to  it  presently. 

Dr.  James  Bird,  of  London,  has  some  excellent  practical 
remarks  on  Delirium  Tremens,  in  the  London  Journal  of 
1850.  The  usual  divisions,  he  says,  are  into  two  species — 
the  one  succeeding  the  excitement  of  hard  drinking  without 
any  intermediate  abstinence  from  the  accustojaed  stimulus — 
the  other  attacking  habitual  drunkards  soon  after  the  accus- 
tomed stimulus  had  been  withdrawn.  The  former  may  be 
considered  as  a  state  of  Hyperoesthesia  and  increased  vascular 
action  in  the  nervous  centres  or  in  the  remote  organs  acting 
on  them;  the  other,  a  state  of  Hypoesthesia  or  exhausted  ner- 
vous sensibility  or  diminished  vascular  action  of  the  capilla- 
ries more  nearly  akin  to  congestion  than  inflammation. 
Contrast  this  with  the  observations  of  Dr.  Corrigan.  Both 
Corrigan  and  Bird  recognize  the  difference  of  type  and  see 
the  disease  supervening  upon  a  continued  debauch  in  the  one 
case,  and  upon  an  interrupted  debauch  in  the  other,  but  attri- 
bute the  Sthenic  or  Hyperoesthetic  form  in  the  one  instance 
to  one  cause,  and  in  the  other  instance  to  its  opposite,  and  so 
of  the  Asthenic  or  Uypo&sthetic. 

So  marked  a  difference  in  the  chain  of  causation  and  in  the 
type  of  the  two  forms  of  the  disease  would  naturally  suggest 
s  relation  between  them.  But  if  these  differences  were  rela- 
ted as  cause  and  effect,  it  is  impossible  that  such  observers, 
with  such  opportunities,  as  Copland,  Corrigan,  and  Bird, 
should  differ,  as  \o  the  form  of  the  disease  due  to  the  one 
or  the  other.  But,  as  I  have  already  said,  I  am  persuaded 
both  forms  of  the  disease  follow  both  c^ses ;  and  I  now  add 
that  a  diagnosis  as  to  the  Sthenic  or  Asthenic  character  of  a 
particular  case,  based  upon  the  fact  that  the  attack  supervened 
upon  a  persistent  debauch  or  upon  a  sudden  interruption  to  a 
drunken  fit,  will  be  frequently  erroneous. 

Is  there  then  any  sign  by  which  Aie  opposite  types  of  this 
disease  may  be  distinguished  7  I  think  there  is,  and  that  the 
condition  of  the  pupil  afforda  this  sign — a  contracted  pupil 
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being  characteristic  of  the  Sthenic  or  Antimony  Type,  and  i 
dilated  pupil  of  the  Asthenic  or  Opium  Type,  I  belieye  that 
Opium  is  inadmissible  with  a  contracted  pupil,  and  that  it  is 
an  heroic  remedy  with  a  dilated  pupil.  The  carefiil,  accurate, 
discriminating,  and  experienced  physician  will  be  able  to 
judge  from  a  number  of  other  signs  in  many  instances,  to 
which  type  a  particular  case  belongs  ;  but  all  of  ns  are  net 
equally  gifted  with  this  valuable  talent ;  those  who  are  not, 
I  feel  sure  will  not  be  deceived  by  the  simple  test  I  have  here 
suggested.  I  believe,  moreover,  that  errors  of  judgment  are 
sometimes  committed,  in  this  respect,  even  by  the  most  com- 
petent gentlemen  in  the  profession,  for  want  of  some  means 
of  discriminating  more  definite  than  any  given  assemblage  of 
symptoms.  Should  this  paper  meet  the  eye  of  any  such,  I 
hope  they  will  use  my  test  and  communicate  the  result  of 
their  observations.  Certain  I  am,  that  it  has  not  deceived 
me  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years. 

Unless  there  be  still  much  confusion  among  medical  men 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  cases  of  this  disease  they  are  in  the 
habit  of  seeing,  how  can  we  account  for  the  difierence  of  opin- 
ion existing  as  to  the  value  of  Opium,  Antimony,  Calomel, 
the  lancet,  &c.,  in  the  treatment  ?  There  seems  to  be  as 
much  diversity  in  this  respect  now,  notwithstanding  the  mul- 
tiplied observations  of  the  last  thirty  years,  as  existed  at  the 
commencement  of  that  period.  Let  us  glance  at  the  views  of 
some  of  the  most  prominent  writers. 

Dr.  Ware  is  opposed  to  the  opium  treatment,  because  he 
has  found  the  proportional  mortality  greater  under  that  treat- 
ment than  under  other  methods.  He  has  given  us  a  table  of 
sixty-nine  cases ;  fifteen  of  these  were  treated  with  opium,  of 
whom  six  died;  twelve  were  treated  with  emetics,  of  whom 
but  one  died :  the  Eclectic  method  furnishes  him  with  nine 
cases,  of  whom  five  were  bled  and  three  died. 

I  have  taken  this  t Jble  from.  Braithwaite's  Retrospect  for 
1841.  We  are  not  informed,  what  particular  emetic  was  used 
in  the  twelve  cases ;  it  is  probable  it  may  have  been  the  Tart 
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Antimony.  Now  I  do  not  doubt  that  the  fatal  cases  in  which 
the  Opium  was  used,  were  either  of  that  type  in  which  the 
Antimony  ought  to  have  been  used  or  were  persons  ^^bumt 
out"  by  long-continued  intemperance;  it  is  moreover  possible 
that  the  fatal  case  followino:  the  emetic  treatment  was  one  in 
which  Opium  ought  to  have  been  used,  for  it  is  probable  the 
emetic  plan  might  have  been  practiced  in  one  of  the  exhausted 
cases. 

We  next  adduce  the  opinions  of  Dr.  Watson.  He  thinks 
Opium  the  grand  remedy,  but  that  it  is  not  to  be  given  indis- 
criminately nor  trusted  to  alone.  In  some  cases  it  must  be 
given  cautiously  if  at  all — in  others,  combined  with  depletion 
— in  others  again,  with  strong  drink.  He  thinks  blood-let- 
ting in  most  cases  positively  injurious.  "The  great  indica- 
tion is  to  procure  sleep ;  and  the  remedy  in  nine  cases  out  of 
ten  you  will  find  successful,  is  Opium." 

Again,  '^You  may  ask  me,  what  is  the  essential  nature  of 
the  disease  ;  and  I  can  only  state  in  reply  that  it  consists  in 
nervous  irritation.*'  I  here  remark  in  the  first  place  that  the 
results  of  the  Opium  practice  must  have  been  widely  different 
in  the  hands  of  these  two  eminent  men.  Dr.  Watson  is  too 
cautious  and  too  philosophical  a  writer  to  have  said  Opium 
would  be  successful  in  procuring  sleep  in  nine  cases  out  of 
ten,  if  a  mortality  of  six  in  fifteen  had  followed  its  use  under 
his  observation.  Dr.  Ware  observed  in  Boston,  Dr.  Watson 
in  London.  The  probabilities  are,  and  the  conclusion  in  my 
mind  is,  that  they  saw  totally  different  types  of  the  disease. 

I  remark  next,  that  I  do  not  exactly  like  Dr.  Watson's 
expression,  "the  great  indication  is  to  procure  sleep."  The 
great  indication  is  to  subdue  the  irritationy  the  pathological 
condition  of  the  disease.  This  done,  sleep  follows  of  course, 
and  generally  shows  that  the  morbid  irritation  %9  subdued.  I 
Bay  generally — it  does  not  always  show  this,  for  in  numerous 
instances,  the  patients  have  awaked  after  hours  of  sleep  as 
furious  as  ever,  and  the  treatment  has  been  again  required. 
Inhalation  of  Chloroform  has  sometimes  put  one  of  these  men, 
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to  sleep,  but  I  do  not  know  of  any  case  in  which  that  sleep  has 
been  successful.  Dr.  Watson  remarks  further,  "I  know  persona 
who  in  treating  these  cases  combine  Calomel  with  the  Opium. 
And  they  say  they  cure  their  patients  so ;  and  I  make  no 
doubt  they  do ;  neither  can  I  doubt  that  the  same  sucoeei 
would  have  attended  the  same  quantity  of  Opium  without  the 
Calomel.  In  pure  cases  of  del.rium  tremens,  I  advise  yoa 
not  to  give  Calomel.  I  know  no  possible  good  it  can  answer; 
it  is  itself  a  source  of  great  irritation  to  the  neryoos  system 
in  many  persons."  Contrast  this  with  the  remark  of  Amip 
strong  already  quoted,  ''under  the  most  unpromising  circum- 
stances a  combination  of  Calomel  and  Opium  will  sometimes 
succeed ;  and  whenever  there  is  ground  for  doubting  the  pro- 
priety of  evacuation,  it  should  be  administered  in  preference 
to  any  other  expedient." 

Dr.  Corfe,  of  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  who  thinks  the  dis- 
ease is  purely  hepatic  in  its  origin,  deduces  this  opinion  from 
the  9ucce9B  of  Calomel  purgation  in  the  treatment,  as  weU  ai 
from  the  signs  of  hepatic  derangement  at  its  onset.  What  a 
wide  difference  of  opinion  we  have  here  as  to  the  value  at 
Calomel  in  delirium  tremens. 

With  regard  to  Dr.  Corfe's  deductions  from  his  premiseSi 
I  must  express  my  dissent.  That  these  hepatic  derangements 
occur  from  intemperance,  and  that  they  frequently  complicate 
delirium  tremens,  no  one  will  dispute ;  but  that  they  consfr 
tute  the  pathological  condition,  or  form  any  essential  part  of 
the  disease,  is  another  matter.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  sufiS- 
cient  reply  to  this  opinion  to  say  that  similar  derangements 
occur  from  a  variety  of  causes  independent  of  the  abuse  of 
alcohol  or  opium,  but  they  are  never  developed  into  delirium 
tremens. 

Dr.  Morehead,  who  has  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the 
disease  runs  a  certain  course,  that  it  requires  a  given  time  to 
subside,  is  strongly  in  favor  of  the  Antimony  treatment  in 
the  first  stage.  He  remarks,  ''But  the  exhibition  of  Tartar 
Emetic,  with  Opium  or  other  narcotics,  first,  I  believe,  intro- 
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duoed  into  practice  by  Dr.  Law,  of  Dublin,  and  followed  by 
Dr.  Graves,  Dr.  Clendening,  and  others,  constitutes  the  most 
successful  means  of  controlling  the  symptoms  of  this  stage  of 
the  disease."  His  reasons  for  supposing  the  disease  to 
observe  a  certain  course  are : — That  a  dose  of  Opium  that 
failed  one  day  in  procuring  sleep,  succeeded  the  next ;  and 
that  opiates  sometimes  procure  sleep  for  three  or  four  hours, 
when  the  patient  wakes  up  as  crazy  as  before.  Dr.  G.  J.  B. 
Williams,  while  condemning  the  indiscriminate  use  of  Opium, 
acknowledges  it  is  all  sufficient  in  a  majority  of  cases.  Mr. 
Phillips,  in  the  Medical  Gazette  for  November,  1846,  has 
some  judicious  observations  on  the  use  of  Opium.  He  thinks 
that  uncomplicated  delirium  tremens  is  always  amenable  to 
Opium,  ''but  if  a  patient's  face  be  flushcl,  if  his  head  be  pain- 
ful, his  pulse  be  hard  and  full,  the  light  be  offensive  to  his 
eyes,  and  the  noise  to  his  ears,  we  shall  then  suspect  that  the 
brain  is  affected  beyond  the  point  where  delirium  is  manifested 
and  means  appropriate  to  that  condition  must  be  employed 
— ^it  will,  in  all  probability,  not  yield  to  Opium."  Mr.  Philips, 
although  he  has  confidence  in  Opium  as  the  remedy,  still 
finds  its  use  limited,  by  a  brain  complication.  He  has 
described  a  very  severe  one,  however,  as  his  limiting  case. 
I  think  a  much  less  decided  meningitis  should  also  preclude 
the  use  of  Opium.  I  think,  moreover,  it  would  be  very  diffi- 
cult to  verify  the  painful  impressions  of  light  and  noise  in  one 
of  these  cases.  A  patient  with  delirium  tremens  will  stump 
about  the  ward  upon  a  compound  fractured  leg,  or  one  recently 
amputated,  without  giving  any  indication  of  pain — ^how  then 
expect  him  to  indicate  that  light  or  noise  distressed  him  ? 
Yet  these  two  I  consider  the  most  important  of  his  group  of 
contra-indications  to  the  use  of  Opium.  When  his  other 
signs  are  present,  no  one  I  presume  would  think  of  using  it. 
I  have  now  cited  authorities  enough  to  show  that  although, 
an  essential  difference  of  pathological  condition  is  conceded 
to  exist  in  cases  of  delirium  tremens,  the  professional  mind  is 
not  yet  settled  as  to  the  methods  of  discriminating  among 
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them,  or  the  therapeutical  valae  of  the  varioas  systems  of 
treatment  which  have  been  proposed.  For  the  solution  of 
this  difficulty  I  propose  to  divide  the  disease  into  the  Anti- 
mony and  Opium  Types — ^the  one  characterized  by  the  con- 
tracted pupil — ^the  other  by  the  dilated  pupiL  In  the  former 
I  suggest  as  the  basis  of  the  therapeusis  the  employment  of 
the  Tart.  Antim.  et  Potas.,  in  doses  as  large  as  can  be  toler- 
ated by  the  stomach,  with  a  view  of  subduing  the  nerrons 
irritation  I  suppose  to  constitute  the  disease.  In  the  latter, 
I  suggest  the  use  of  Opium  as  the  basis  of  the  treatment, 
with  the  view  of  giving  the  excito  motor  function  a  sufficient 
period  of  repose  to  recover  its  nearly  exhausted  energy.  To 
these  opposite  agents  I  would  refer  the  selection  of  such  other 
juvantia  as  the  particular  features  of  each  individual  case 
should  seem  to  require,  taking  care  that  such  supplementarj 
or  modifying  agents  should  coincide  with,  and  not  be  opposed 
to  their  basis,  in  their  respective  modes  of  action.  Opium 
and  Antimony  I  consider  as  the  natural  antagonists  of  the 
opposite  conditions.  When  other  agents  have  been  success- 
fully employed  in  isolated  cases,  the  favorable  issue  has*been 
due  to  their  analogies  in  therapeutical  effect  to  these  two. 

But  there  is  still  another  class  of  cases,  in  which  complica- 
tions of  various  kinds  exist,  which  render  the  diagnosis  not 
unfrequently  exceedingly  difficult.  These  complications  are 
so  masked  by  the  predominating  irritation  and  act  as  such 
potent  disturbing  causes,  as  to  the  symptomatic  indications, 
that  we  are  frequently  at  a  loss  in  which  category  to  place 
the  case.  They  constitute  what  we  term  "failing  cases*'  of 
our  differential  sign.  In  these  cases  the  pupil  is  neither  deci- 
dedly contracted  nor  decidedly  dilated.  This  is  the  third 
variety  of  Corrigan ;  but  it  occurs  not  only  from  the  causes 
of  Corrigan — it  is  seen  not  unfrequently  from  the  causes  he 
and  others  assign  as  the  generators  of  the  primary  types. 
The  pathological  combinations  in  these  cases  are  so  numer- 
ous, we  cannot  attempt  to  enumerate  them.  They  afford 
scope  for  the  exercise  of  the  greatest  degree  of  therapeutic 
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skill  and  ingenuity.  Signs  of  gastric  and  hepatic  derange- 
ments, of  congestions  of  the  portal  system^  of  paralysis  of  the 
nutritive  function,  of  arrest  of  the  function  of  the  kidneys, 
sometimes  of  an  hysteric  nervous  perturbation,  will  present 
themselves  and  call  for  appropriate  modifications  of  treat- 
ment. These  cases  are  sometimes  protracted  for  a  period  of 
ten  or  fourteen  days,  and  even  more,  assuming  daily  varia- 
tions of  form,  vibrating  betwixt  the  Opium  and  Antimony 
types,  and  not  admitting  of  the  decided  employment  of  either 
plan.  Fortunately,  however,  they  are  not  so  pressing  in  their 
requirements  as  the  primary  forms.  Time  is  afforded  to  feel 
our  way.  These  are  the  cases  that  Watson  considers  so 
**puzzling  and  exceedingly  difficult  to  treat — require  opiates 
on  the  one  hand  and  moderate  depletion  on  the  other.  When 
the  indications  are  uncertain  we  must  cautiously  try  our  rem- 
edies/' 

In  the  treatment  of  these  cases,  it  is  best  to  begin  by  clear- 
ing away  the  rubbish  as  far  as  practicable,  by  emetics  or 
purgatives,  according  to  circumstances,  leeches  or  cups  to  the 
head  or  epigastrium,  the  cold  affusion,  &c.  By  these  means  the 
prevailing  type  wili  frequently  be  unmasked  and  the  proper 
plan  of  cure  revealed.  Still,  however,  it  happens  that  it  is 
not  yet  absolutely  certain  to  which  form  the  case  belongs,  and 
s  mixed  plan  must  be  resorted  to.  If  in  such  a  case,  the 
tendency  were  to  contraction  of  the  pupil,  I  should  combine 
the  Antimony  with  Belladonna  or  Hyosciamus.  I  have 
sometimes  in  this  way  procured  a  decidedly  dilated  pupil  in 
the  course  of  eight  or  ten  hours,  and  then  have  given  Opium 
with  a  view  to  secure  the  promised  sleep,  and  have  found 
myself  mistaken — increased  excitement  with  contracted  pupil, 
has  resulted,and  the  use  of  Antimony  has  been  again  demanded. 
Where  the  dilated  pupil  is  the  effect  of  remedies  having  a 
specific  action  upon  that  organ,  we  must  exercise  great  cau- 
tion in  the  employment  of  Opium.  The  case  may  differ  essen- 
tially from  that  of  the  dilated  pupil  of  the  asthenic  form  of 
the  disease. 
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But  we  are  again  puzzled  in  these  cases  by  the  persistence 
of  the  irritation,  and  of  the  delirium  even  after  we  have  sue- 
ceeded  in  procuring  sleep  for  hours,  and  more  than  onee. 
Some  local  complication  exists,  keeping  up  the  irritatioi 
in  defiance  of  the  temporary  triumph  of  either  the  Antimonj 
or  the  Opium.  Here  we  have  found  the  Calomel  and  Opimi 
treatment  of  Armstrong  of  great  value,  and  notwithstanding 
the  unfavorable  opinion  of  Watson,  we  cannot  help  endcx^ 
sing  it. 

It  will  sometimes  happen,  that  although  the  indications  an 
plain  as  to  which  plan  of  treatment  is  required,  we  cannot  at 
once  employ  it  on  account  of  the  extreme  irritability  of  tba 
stomach.  In  these  cases  we  have  found  the  use  of  Chloro- 
form in  small  doses  (15  or  20  drops,)  of  decided  benefit.  We 
repeat  it  every  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  gradually  increas- 
ing the  interval,  until  the  vomiting  ceases.  Dry  cups  to  the 
epigastrium  at  the  same  time,  will  materially  aid  the  Chlo- 
roform* 

There  is  one  point  in  the  management  of  these  cases,  thai 
I  cannot  refrain  from  noticing,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe  it 
is  frequently  too  much  neglected,  viz: — the  necessity  of  sus- 
taining the  strength  of  the  patient  by  appropriate  and  judi- 
cious nutrition.  Though  it  would  not  be  practicable  nor 
wise  to  crowd  the  debilitated  stomach  with  food,  still  some- 
thing may  be  done  in  the  way  of  nourishment  without  ove^ 
tasking  that  organ  or  interfering  with  the  action  of  remedies. 
Small  quantities  of  concentrated  and  savory  broths  can  be 
safely  and  frequently  introduced  into  the  stomach  and  wiU 
prove  of  essential  advantage  in  the  treatment. 

^^Habitual  drunkards  are  always  tippling,  but  they  do  not 
eat;  they  have  no  appetite,  no  power  of  digesting;  the 
consequence  is,  that  while  they  are  in  a  state  of  con- 
tinual intoxication,  they  are  in  a  state  of  perpetual  starva- 
tion. Inanition  is  induced,  another  cause  of  the  exhaus- 
tion of  the  bodily  powers  generally,  and  of  excitement  of  the 
nervous  functions  in  particular*    It  is  well  known  tl)|kt  in  all 
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cases  of  inanition^  the  bodily  powers  are  depressed^  but  the 
nervous  function  is  the  last  to  suffer ;  it  remains  excited^ 
in  fact,  in  the  midst  of  a  general  state  of  depression,  as  we 
see  in  cases  of  combined  starvation,  privation  of  food,  and 
exhaustion  from  other  causes*  In  excessive  loss  of  blood,  or 
drains  of  other  kinds  which  exhaust  extremely,  we  find  the 
nervous  system  remain  excited,  even  in  the  midst  of  weak- 
ness."* 

Since,  then,  deficiency  of  nourishment  is  so  important  an 
element  in  the  causation  of  delirium  tremens,  it  is  a  plain 
dictate  of  common  sense  that  this  evil  should  not  be  aggra- 
vated when  a  case  is  under  treatment,  either  from  forgetful- 
ness  or  from  the  mistaken  motive  that  food  is  contra-indica- 
ted, while  so  much  apparent  excitement  exists. 


Artificial  Rupture  of  the  Amniotic  Sac  during  Labor.  Ob- 
jedions  to  the  Practice.  By  B.  F.  Richardson,  M.  D., 
Adjunct  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women 
and  Children,  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio. 

In  the  last  number  of  this  Journal,  quotations  were  made 
from  numerous  standard  obstetrical  authorities,  which,  directly 
and  by  fair  implication  embody  the  doctrine,  that  the  amniotic 
sac  is  the  only  proper  and  efficient  agent  in  the  production  of 
dilatation  of  the  os  uteri ;  that  after  it  is  well  dilated,  or 
dilatable,  there  remain  no  important  objections  to  rupturing 
the  membranes ;  and  that,  therefore,  it  is  undesirable  to 
maintain  the  integrity  of  the  amniotic  sac  beyond  that  period. 
At  the  conclusion  of  that  article  we  promised  to  show,  ^^  that 
one  of  its  most  important  uses  remains  unfulfilled  until  the 
presenting  part  has  passed  through  the  superior  strait ;  and 
that  in  all  natural,  uncomplicated  labors,  especially  primipera, 
the  membranes  should  not  be  ruptured  at  any  time." 

If  this  proposition  can  be   sustained  by  argument   and 

numerous  facts,  the  inference  is  patent,  that  the  views  enter- 

, ___^ 1    I    -  — ~ 
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tained  and  inculcated  by  obstetrical  writers  generally,  ib 
regard  to  the  office  and  treatment  of  the  amniotic  sac,  are 
well  calculated  to  seriously  mislead  those  who  exercise  their 
memory  more  than  their  reason.  He  who  conceires  of  no 
objection  to  the  rupturing  of  the  membranes  after  the  of 
uteri  is  well  dilated,  will,  almost  certainly,  rupture  them,  ia 
expectation  of  exciting  more  vigorous  uterine  contractions. 

Perhaps,  oh  no  other  point  connected  with  obstetrics  has 
there  been  so  much  misinterpretation  of  facts,  assumptiTe 
reasoning,  and  erroneous  conclusions,  on  the  part  of  writersi 
as  in  regard  to  the  mechanism  and  phenomena  of  the  first 
stage  of  labor.  As  the  views  entertained  by  Professor  Mur- 
phy on  this  point  are  in  accordance  with  those  of  most 
writers,  and  as  he  has  elaborated  the  argument  through  which 
these  views  have  generally  been  derived;  a  review  of  his 
positions  will  be  appropriate,  in  the  course  of  my  remarks. 

Is  the  amniotic  hoc  the  only  proper  and  efficient  ageni  m  tki 
production  of  dilatation  of  the  ob  uteri  t 

Are  there  any  important  objections  to  rupturing  the  mem- 
branes  after  complete  dilatation  oftheos  uteri  has  taken  place  t 

The  discussion  of  these  questions  will  embody  the  answer 
to  the  first :  Is  it  desirable  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  ike 
amniotic  sac  during  labor  f 

Prof.  Dewees,  by  an  ingenious  argument,  attempts  to  show 
that,  ordinarily,  the  amniotic  sac  has  nothing  to  do  in  the 
production  of  dilatation;  but  unfortunately  he  admits,  in 
part,  that  which  he  undertakes  to  disprove;  and  moreover 
is  guilty  of  palpable  inconsistency.  At  the  conclusion  of 
paragraph  515  he  writes:  "but  in  this  admission,  let  it  be 
recollected  that  I  consider  the  waters  as  useful  by  their  equal 
pressure  upon  the  lower  part  of  the  uterus,  and  by  distending, 
and  at  the  same  time,  by  the  same  agency,  weakening,  the 
circular  fibres  of  the  part,  and  thus  indirectly  favoring  the 
dilatation  of  the  mouth  of  the  uterus."  Now  turn  to  para- 
graph 518.  "  When  the  os  uteri  does  dilate,  it  is  not 
by  its  edges  being  stretched  meohanically ;  it  is  an  absolute 
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inability  in  the  circular  fibres  to  maintain  a  state  of  contrac- 
tion, and,  for  the  time  being,  may  be  considered  as  paralyzed, 
or  excessively  fatigued;  or,  perhaps,  more  properly  speak- 
ing, it  is  the  relaxation  of  a  sphincter  not  subject  to  the 
control  of  the  will."  Where  a  proposition  is  faulty,  the 
reasoning  is  apt  to  be  illogical.  This  gifted  and  lamented 
author  was  endowed  with  a  spirit  of  controversy  to  an  extent 
^at  sometimes  led  him  into  the  adoption  and  support  of 
views,  which  his  acknowledged  powers  of  argumentation  were 
insufficient  to  sustain.  However,  in  attempting  to  exclude 
entirely,  the  amniotic  sac  as  a  usual  participant  in  the  dila- 
tation of  the  OS  uteri,  he  assumed  a  task  perhaps  not  more 
difficult  than  that  of  Prof.  Murphy,  who  undertakes  to  de- 
monstrate that  it  is  the  only  proper  and  efficient  dilating 
agent. 

We  have  heretofore  stated  that  the  argument  and  assump- 
tions of  Prof.  Murphy  involve  "a  total  disregard  of  well 
known  hydrostatic  and  mechanical  laws ;  and  that  he  takes 
the  position  ^^  that  the  amniotic  sac  is  a  better  dilator  of  the 
OS,  than  the  smooth,  round,  and  comparatively  unyielding 
vertex>"  At  page  55,  commenting  upon  the  argument  of 
Dewees,  he  remarks:  ^^It  would  make  the  membranes  not 
only  useless  as  a  means  of  dilatation,  but  rather  a  difficulty 
in  its  accomplishment.  The  head  of  the  child,  directly  ap- 
plied to  the  cervix,  would  overcome  the  resistance  of  the 
circular  fibres  much  more  efficiently  than  the  liquor  amnii, 
80  that  the  most  favorable  kind  of  dilatation  would  be  that 
which  occurs  when  the  membranes  are  ruptured  at  the  com- 
mencement of  labor.  It  is  very  well  known  that  this  does 
not  happen ; "  and  after  giving  Dewees'  explanation  of  the 
difficulty,  proceeds:  ^'But  in  place  of  the  waters,  there  is 
the  large,  round,  and  unyielding  head  of  the  child  forced 
down  upon  the  lower  part  of  the  uterus,  which  one  would 
suppose  more  efficient  for  the  purposes  of  mechanical  disten- 
sion."— According  to  the  opinion  of  Dewees,  and  not  his  own, 

we  may  fairly  infer.    Again,  at  page  50,  '^  If  the  uterus 
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exerted  its  full  power  upon  the  undilated  os  uteri,  and  if  tlie 
unyielding  head  of  the  child  were  driven  forcibly  against  it, 
the  almost  certain  consequence  would  be,  that  the  irritatioii 
would  excite  increased  resistance,  and  ultimately  terminate 
in  inflammation  of  the  mouth  of  the  uterus.  To  obriate  sod 
an  effect,  nature  interposes  a  ftuid  medium  between  the  power 
and  the  resistance.  The  liquor  amnii  contained  within  the 
membranes,  occupies  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  and  when  iti 
parietes  contract  upon  it,  the  force  exerted  is  (as  we  hare  ex- 
plained) by  this  means,  accurately  conveyed  to  the  os  uteri. 
When  the  latter  dilates  in  the  slightest  degree,  the  fluid 
insinuates  itself  within  the  smallest  opening,  and  expands 
it  by  a  direct  lateral  pressure  against  its  edges.  The  power 
of  the  uterus  is  thus  made  to  act  in  the  most  favorable  man* 
ner  for  distending  its  mouth.'' 

On  same  page,  he  says :  ^^  Further,  so  long  as  the  tissue 
of  the  uterus  intervenes,  it  is  necessary  to  moderate  the  great 
power  which  the  uterus  is  capable  of  exercising  to  dOate  it: 
this  is  effected  by  the  liquor  amnii."  Again,  on  page  108 : 
^<  Hie  gradual  escape  of  the  liquor  amnii  also  gives  rise  to 
tediousness.  If  this  take  place  when  the  os  uteri  is  slightly 
dilated,  in  other  words,  when  the  latter  is  so  long  exposed  to 
the  pressure  of  the  head  of  the  child  as  to  become  irritated 
by  it,  the  result  is  rigidity  of  the  os  uteri,  etc."  On  page  55 
we  also  read :  "  If  they  are  ruptured  when  the  dilatation  is 
very  slight,  the  suddenly  increased  power  of  the  fundus, 
forcing  the  head  of  the  child  against  the  os  tincae,  soon  ex- 
cites irritation,  prevents  its  expansion,  and  sometimes  causes 
inflammation.  But  if  they  are  broken  when  the  uterus  is 
sufficiently  open  to  allow  the  membranes  to  protrude  into 
the  vagina,  and  the  contractions  of  the  fundus  to  increase,  it 
is  probable  that  the  dilatation  will  be  advanced  more  rapidly, 
etc."  This  last  quotation  contains  its  own  refutation.  I 
have  been  thus  copious  in  my  citations,  for  the  reason,  that 
they  embody  the  views  of  all  authors  within  my  knowledge, 
Dewees  eexcpted. 
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Noif 9  what  inferences  are  fairly  deducible  from  the  fore- 
going quotations?  I  shall  state  and  answer  them  as  I  pro- 
ceed :  Firstly y  the  amniotic  eae  is  the  essential  agent  in  the 
production  of  dilatation  of  the  os  uteris  producing  U^^by 
a  direct  lateral  pressure  against  its  edges.*'  The  fact, 
that  in  a  fair  proportion  of  multiparse  labors,  the  uterine 
orifice  opens  readily  and  to  some  considerable  extent, 
before  either  the  head  or  membranes  have  engaged  within  it, 
is  fatal  to  this  theory.  Further,  it  is  a  well  known  fact  to 
those  who  have  made  careful  observation,  that  occasionally 
in  multiparae  labors,  where,  from  fragility  of  the  membranes, 
the  liquor  amnii  has  been  evacuated  early,  and  before  the 
head  has  descended  sufficiently  to  press  upon  the  os;  en- 
largement of  the  orifice  proceeds  without  interruption. 

There  are  three  agencies  concerned  in  the  production  of 
dilitation.  Firstly :  and  essentially,  contraction  of  the  cer- 
vico — fundal  fibres  acting  upon  the  circle  of  the  os  uteri 
through  their  free  extremities.  Secondly,  a  body  (the  amni- 
otic sac  or  presenting  part)  over  which  to  retract  the  border 
of  the  os;  and,  Thirdly:  pressure  by  descent  of  the  amniotic 
sac,  or  presenting  portion  of  the  foetus. 

Secondly :    The  amniotic  sac  is  a  more  efficient  dilating 

agent  than  the  verteXyfor  the  reason^  that  the  force  exerted  by 

the  uterine  contractions  is   ^^  accurately  conveyed  to  the  os 

uteri;''  whereas  the  same  force  transmitted  through  the  vertex^ 

would  ^^ soon  irritate''  the  oSy  and  ^^ prevent  its  expansion." 

Here  we  have  groundless  assumption,  misinterpretation  of 

facts,  and  erroneous  conclusions.    By  what  law  of  mechanics 

does  a  yielding  body  like  the  amniotic  sac,  become  a  more 

efficient  mechanical  dilator  than  a  solid  body  like  the  vertex  t 

IS  the  force  of  the  contractions  is  (as  is  asserted)  accurately 

conveyed  to  the  edges  of  the  os  uteri,  — ^the  membranes  be* 

ing  non-distensible,  and  therefore  unable  to  absorb  any  of 

the  force — why  is  the  amniotic  sac  incapable  of  irritating  and 

inflaming  the  os  and  arresting  its  dilatation,  no  matter  how 

great  the  power  exertel  by  the  uterine  walla  f    Can  the  ver- 
VOL.  xvin— 52 
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tez  do  more  than  transmit  this  force  to  the  edges  of  the  oe 
uteri? 

j^gain,  it  is  assumed  that  the  irhole  force  of  the  nteriiie 
contractions  is  accurately  conveyed  by  the  amniotic  liqoor  to 
the  edges  of  the  os  uteri,  as  soon  as  the  latter  is  opened  in 
the  ^^  slighest  degree.*'  Now,  the  exact  measure  of  foree 
which  the  liquor  amnii  is  capable  of  conveying  to  the  edges 
of  the  OS  uteri,  is  determined  by  the  force  which  the  unsop- 
ported  membranes  at  the  orifice  are  capable  of  sustaining. 
Who  can  suppose  for  a  moment,  that  these  frail  membranes 
can  support  the  whole  power  generated  by  rigorous  uterine 
contraction  f  Let  us  take  even  Prof.  Murphy's  own  state- 
ment, when  combatting  the  argument  of  Dewees,  in  regard 
to  the  antagonism  of  the  circular  and  longitudinal  fibres: 
^^  but  how  the  membranes  could  resist  the  effect  of  this  strag- 
gle it  would  be  difiScult  to  understand,  when  we  know  that 
change  of  position,  walking  across  the  room,  or  other  soek 
trifling  causes,  are  sometimes  sufficient  to  rupture  them^  firoai 
the  gravitation  of  the  fluid  alone,  and  therefore  the  greater 
force  arising  from  the  action  of  the  fibres  of  the  uterus  against 
each  other,  must  break  them  more  frequently  than  what  we 
know  to  be  the  case."  Prof.  Murphy  therefore  supposes, 
that  antagonism  between  the  vertical  and  transverse  fibreSi 
imparts  to  the  liquor  amnii,  greater  force,  than  when  they  con- 
tract conjointly.  Such  a  view  evinces  a  defective  knowledge 
of  hydrostatic  laws.  The  simultaneous  contraction  of  all  the 
uterine  fibres,  will  distend  the  membranes  at  the  orifice  more 
forcibly  than  any  partial  contraction  possibly  can. 

Further,  it  is  assumed^  that  when  the  amniotic  sac  is  pre- 
maturely ruptured,  it  is  replaced  by  the  vertex,  which  trans- 
mits the  power  of  the  uterine   contractions  to  the  os  uteri, 
\  thereby  irritating,  and  rendering  it  rigid  and  unyielding ;  and 

the  conclusion  is,  that  the  tediousness  of  delivery,  and  ap- 
parent change  in  the  condition  of  the  os  uteri,  which  usually 
attend  this  accident,  are  attributable  to  the  alleged  fact,  that 
the  vertex  is  incapadle  of  dilating  the  os  as  efSkdentlj  ss 
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the  amniotic  sac.   I  have  dwelt  at  length  on  this  point,  as  the 
most  important  connected  with  oar  discussion  ;  and  an  expo- 
sition of  the  mechanism  and  phenomena  of  the  first  stage  of 
a  premiperse  labor,  will,  I  think,  show  wherein  obstetrical 
writers  have  been  led  into  fallacious  reasoning,  and  false  con- 
clusions, by  the  oversight  and  misinterpretation  of  facts.    At 
the -commencement  of  labor,  and  before  the  os  uteri  begins  to 
open ;  we  find  the  child  occupying  the  uterine  cavity,  with  its 
pelvic  extremity  in  contact  with  the  fundus,  and  its  head  rest- 
ing upon  the  pelvic  brim,  presenting  the  occipito-frontal  dia- 
meter more  or  less  modified, — the  liquor  amnii  filling  up  the 
inequalities.    As  the  contractions  continue,  the  liquor  amnii 
is  displaced  in  that  direction  in  which  there  is  least  resistance 
— ^the  inferior  segment ;  for  it  is  a  well  known  fact,  that  the 
muscular  tissue  diminishes  in  quantity,  and  therefore  in  pow- 
er, from  the  fundus  towards  the  orifice.    Whilst  the  inferior 
segment  is  undergoing  distension  by  the  downward  projection 
of  the  liquor  amnii,  the  superior  portion  of  the  cavity  is 
lessened,  and  the  walls  of  the  body  and  fundus  permitted 
thereby  to  apply  themselves  more  closely  upon  the  child. 
Then,  as  the  cervix  continues  to  dilate,  and  the  os  begins 
to  open,  further  descent  of  the  liquor  amnii  is  allowed; 
80  that  the  proportion  of  the  uterine  force  transmitted  to  the 
pelvic  briniy  through  the  body  and  head  of  the  ehildy  increases 
step  by  step.     As  the  os  continues  to  open,  and  the  mem-. 
branes  are  more  and  more  exposed  to  rupture  from  diminish- 
ing support  inferiorly,  the  increasing  contractile  power  of 
the  uterus  would  certainly  rupture  thentj  were  it  not  that,  as 
the  labor  progresses,  the  proportion  of  force  transmitted  to, 
and  expended  upon  the  pelvic  brimj  throngh  the  child,  is  gra- 
dually increased.     This  is  a  wise  provision  of  nature,  for  if 
the  undivided  power  of  the  uterus  should  be  exerted  upon 
the  unsupported  membranes  at  the  orifice  as  alleged  by  Prof* 
Murphy  and  others,  rupture  of  them,  unless  pretematurally 
strong,  would  be  inevitable  at  an  early  period  of  dilatation, 
in  a  large  majority  of  first  IMn.    As  tbe  labor  progresaes. 
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the  uterine  walls  are  applyiog  themselves  more  firmlj  ipoi 
the  child,  during  each  contraction,  and  the  head  is  being  flei* 
ed,  so  as  to  bring  its  smallest  circumference  in  relation  to 
the  superior  strait.  Now,  suppose  that  at  an  early  period  of 
dilatation,  and  before  flexion  of  the  head  has  proceeded  to 
any  considerable  extent,  the  amniotic  sac  is  ruptured,  either 
from  fragility  of  the  membranes,  or  interference  on  the  pvt 
of  the  medical  attendant;  what  results?  Usually,  abnormal 
protraction  of  delivery,  and  injury  to  the  child  and  mother 
proportionate  to  its  duration.  The  cervical  segment  being 
relieved  from  distention,  by  the  evacuation  of  the  liquor  aiB> 
nil,  retracts  by  its  elasticity,  and  applies  itself  closely  upoA 
the  presenting  part,  and  does  not  come  to  be  pressed  upm 
until  the  head  is  completely  flexed,  and  its  sub-occipito-brq^ 
matio  circumference  is  passing  through  the  superior  strait 
When  the  head  is  of  due  relative  size,  this  step  in  the  me- 
chanism is  never  attained  in  the  early  period  of  dilataticn, 
unless  the  cervical  tissue  is  pretematurally  unyielding.    I 

therefore  venture  to  assert  that  the  statement  of  obstetrical 
writers, — Prof.  Murphy  included — that  the  ruptured  amniotic 
sac  is  replaced  by  the  vertex,  which,  by  pressing  upon  the  oa 
uteri,  irritates  and  renders  it  unyielding,  thereby  causing  the 
tediousness  which  usually  results  where  the  liquor  amnii  la 
early  evacuated ;  is  entirely  and  radically  erroneous.  Further, 
it  is  a  mere  assumption  to  assert,  that  when  the  vertex,  (co- 
vered by  the  soft,  well  lubricated  scalp,)  does  come  to  prcae 
upon  the  os,  it  will  irritate,  inflame,  and  render  it  unyielding; 
for  when,  in  the  progress  of  labor,  the  occiput  descends,  it 
will  dilate  the  orifice  as  favorably  and  as  rapidly  as  the  other 
unfavorable  conditions  will  admit.  Again,  the  theory  implies 
that  the  delay  will  terminate  with  the  full  dilatation  of  the 
OS,  whereas  it  is  a  fact,  that  the  delivery  is  delayed  at  every 
step  throughout,  by  the  too  early  evacuation  of  the  liquor  am- 
nii. We  have  heretofore  stated,  that  at  an  early  period  of  dila- 
tation, the  head  is  but  imperfectly  flexed,  and  is  not  yet  so 
4kdapted  to  the  pelvic  orifice  as  to  prevent  the  outflow  of  li- 
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fMT  tiB&xiy  produced  by  the  reconing  uterine  contractions. 
iPonplBte  [flezioni  and  adaption  of  the  sub-occipito-bregmatic 
mouiference  of  the  head  to  the  pelvic  brim,  is  by  far  the 

step  in  the  mechanism  of  a  primipene  labor ;  usual- 
many  hours  for  its  accomplishment.  The  liquor  am 
10  gradually  and  completely  expelled,  the  uterine 
permitted  to  close  upon  the  unequal  surface  of  the 
circular  fibres  of  the  body,  meeting  with  the  least 
'ontract  upon  and  constrict  the  abdominal  region 
ifl.     Each  succeeding  contraction  increases  the 
,  until  the  compressed  part  becomes  as  resisting 
'  portions.    The  child  can  only  be  expelled  from 
y  being  made  to  glide  upon  its  inner  surface,  and 
at  militates  against  this  process,  will  retard  deli- 
tionatcly.    Now,  as  the  resistance  of  the  present- 
^joined  with  the  resistance  of  this  constriction, 
>rcome  by  the  contraction  of  the  cerrico-fundal 
true  cause  of  tediousness  is  at  once  made  mani- 
le  amoufU  of  potoer  absolutely  lody  U  exactly  equal 
?A  this  constricted  portion  of  the  uterus  is  capable  of 
taurting.      And  this  relation  of  the  uterine  parietes  will,  at 
least,  be  partially  maintained  at  every  subsequent  step  of  the 
labor,  until  the  head  is  delivered ;  thereby  causing  abnormal 
ddby  throughout 

Tliroagh  the  foregoing  explanations,  it  will  be  perceived, 
that  protraction  and  injury  are  liable  to  result,  whenever  the 
liquor  amnii  is  evacuated  before  the  head  is  properly  adapted 
to  ihe  pelvic  orijieej  no  maUer  what  degree  of  dilatation  may 
have  taken  place. 

We  have  thus  undertaken  to  show,  ^^  that  one  of  its  most 
important  uses  (the  amniotic  sac)  remains  unfulfilled  until 
the  presenting  part  has  passed  through  the  superior  strait ; 
and  that  in  all  natural,  uncomplicated  labors,  especially  pri 
mipene,  the  membranes  should  not  be  ruptured  at  any  time." 
In  cases  of  actual  inertia,  the  practitioner  must  exercise 
hii  judgement,  in  view  of  tiie  conditions  present ;  but  rtgid- 
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ity  of  them  embranes  can  in  no  way  impede  the  descent  of  dit 
presenting  part  through  the  pelvic  brim*  Therefore  it  is  ny 
deliberate  opinion,  derived  from  careful  and  extended  obecf* 
ration,  that  rupture  of  the  amniotic  sac,  especially  in  primi- 
persd  cases,  before  the  head  b  properly  adapted  to  the  pelfie 
orifice  ;  is  injudicious,  and  generally  injurious,  and  sometioMi 
fata, — ^lespecially  to  the  child,  in  its  results.  For,  the  altered 
condition  of  the  uterine  sinuses  and  the  placenta,  consequenl 
upon  prolonged  and  undue  retraction  of  the  uterine  pariete^ 
in  conjunction  with  the  violent  pressure  to  which  the  infant 
is  subjected;  are  well  calculated  seriously  to  impair  dit 
child's  viability,  even  though  it  may  be  bom  alive. 

There  are  other  and  important  objections  to  rupturing  the 
membranes,  even  when  the  os  uteri  is  well  dilated.  Who 
knows  at  what  period  of  a  labor  eclampsia  may  occur  ?  Yer^ 
sion  may  be  desirable,  but  difficult  and  dangerous  if  the  wa* 
ters  have  been  long  evacuated.  The  same  may  be  said  in  re- 
gard t3  rupture  of  the  uterus.  So  also,  of  haemorrhage ;  the 
first  expedient  being  rupture  of  the  membranes,  the  next, 
version. 

In  conclusion :  as  it  is  difficult  to  estimate  in  a  given  case 
ot  labor,  to  what  extent  its  bad  results  may  be  fairly  attribu- 
table to  improper  management,  we  may  feel  disposed  to  rest 
satisfied  with  our  preconceived  ideas  and  modes  of  practice. 
Let  us,  however,  be  reminded  of  the  statistical  fact,— estab- 
lished by  the  observations  of  Burns,  Collins,  Nagaele,  Simp- 
son and  others  ;  thai  the  liabHiiy  to  injury  and  deaths  upon 
the  part  of  the  mother  and  chUdy  increased  propcrlionatebf 
f/riih  the  duration  of  labor. 


A  Case  of  Vesico-  Vaginal  Fistula  ;  By  Geo.  C.  Blackma5, 
M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Medical   College  of 
Ohio,  Surgeon  to  the  Commercial  Hospital,  Ac, 
Of  several  cases  of  Vesico-Vaginal  Fistula,  which  we  have 

treated  during  the  past  year,  the  following  is  worthy  of 
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record,  as  illustrating  the  success  of  Bozeman's  method,  after 
the  failure  of  the  clamp  suture,  which  was  tried  by  a  Pro- 
fessor of  Surgery  in  a  southern  institution,  no  less  than  four 
times.  The  case  to  which  we  refer  was  reported  by  Profei* 
Bor  Robards,  of  Memphis,  in  the  Memphis  Medical  Recorder 
for  July,  1856.  Prof.  R.  reports  two  cases,  the  last  of 
which  subsequently  came  under  our  care,  and  we  copy  his 
report,  referring  to  this,  as  furnishing  the  history  of  the 

case  before  our  own  operation. 
''  The  next  was  that  of  Mrs.  S.,  of  Mississippi,  about  23  or 

24  years  of  age,  rather  fleshy  and  of  a  lymphatic  tempera- 
ment. The  fistula  was  situated  higher  up  in  the  vagina  and 
the  edges  thicker  and  harder  than  the  other.  The  general 
health  of  this  patient  had  also  suffered  more,  the  nervous 
system  being  very  much  shattered. 

The  induration  of  the  edges  were  so  CTeat  as  to  blunt  the 
edge  of  our  best  knives,  and  had  a  cartilaginious  appearance) 
The  clamps  were  applied  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  other- 
except  that  the  precaution  was  taken  to  include  a  larger  por- 
tion of  tissue  between  the  clamps,  as  ulceration  and  slough- 
ing was  feared  in  consequence  of  the  contracted  and  unyield* 
ing  nature  of  the  parts.  After  the  operation  had  been  com- 
pleted, the  permanent  catheter  was  introduced  as  usual,  but 
she  found  great  difficulty  in  retaining  it.  Cold  applications 
were  made  and  strict  rest  enjoined.  Examined  the  next 
day — ^no  urine  was  discovered  to  escape,  and  the  case  seemed 
progressing  favorably.  The  next  or  the  third  day — symp- 
toms same,  urine  passed  through  the  urethra.  On  examina- 
tion, however,  one  of  the  clamps  seemed  buried  too  deeply 
in  the  tissues,  and  ulceration  was  going  on  to  some  extent, 
Btill  we  hoped  to  accomplish  adhesion  before  any  serious 
damage  could  result  from  that  cause.  On  the  fifth  day  the 
clamps  had  to  be  removed,  adhesion  was  found  to  have  taken 
place,  but  the  clamp  on  one  side  had  ulcerated  through  the 
coats  of  the  vagina  and  bladder,  the  consequence  of  which 
was  another  fistulous  opening,  not  so  large  as  the  other  had 
been,  but  just  as  inconvenient.  Another  operation  was  per- 
formed as  soon  as  the  integrity  of  the  parts  had  been  suffi- 
ciently restored  to  authorize  it,  and  great  care  was  taken  to 
adapt  the  force  put  upon  the  sutures  to  the  predisposition  to 
ulceration,  and  the  soft  sloughy  character  the  tissues  had 
now  assumed.    Only  enough  was  used  to  insure  perfect 
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coaptation,  and  the  sutnres  were  entered  and  paMed  oat  bit 
sound  tissues.  Notwithstanding  all  of  which,  and  doM 
watching,  the  same  result  followed. 

A  third  operation,  and  I  believe  a  fourth,  met  with  no 
better  success.  The  weather  being  exceedingly  hot,  we 
advised  the  patient  to  postpone  any  further  attempt  at  a 
cure  until  the  weather  was  more  favorable,  and  the  integri^ 
of  the  parts  had  been  more  thoroughly  restored*" 

The  Fistula,  for  which  the  patient  applied  to  jtBj  was  tin 
result  of  a  tedious  labor,  the  child  weighing  some  86T6ntee& 
pounds.  After  her  arrival  in  Cincinnati,  she  waa  carefully 
examined  by  Dr.  Fries  and  myself,  and  we  found  a  tram- 
verse  opening  in  the  bladder,  very  high,  and  of  dimeDsioiif 
equal  to  an  American  quarter  of  a  dollar. 

On  Monday,  the  19th  of  October,  assisted  by  Drs.  Fries, 
Dodge,  and  Richardson,  of  Cincinnati,  and  Dr.  Thomas  Hoh, 
of  Covington,  I  freely  denuded  the  margins  of  the  Fistuhy 
and  applied  the  button  suture.  The  opening  was  so  ex- 
tensive that  the  button  made  for  six  sutures  was  not  snffideat 
to  cover  the  hole,  and  the  seventh  was  made  secure  by  means 
of  the  perforated  shot  alone.  The  wires  were  passed  at  least 
three  quarters  of  an  inch  from  the  margin  of  the  fistula. 
Instead  of  Sims'  self-retaining  catheter,  the  common  in- 
strument was  used,  being  secured  by  means  of  an  adhesive 
strap.  The  patient  lay  upon  her  back  throughout  the  treat- 
ment. Matters  progressed  favorably,  and  on  the  following 
Monday  one  week  after  the  operation,  all  the  sutures  were 
removed.  The  catheter  was  used  for  two  or  three  days, 
when  it  was  discontinued,  and  the  patient  found  that  she 
could  retain  her  urine  for  three  hours.  In  less  than  a  week 
she  could  retain  it  for  five  hours ;  and  she  left  for  Missis- 
sippi on  the  27th,  inst.,  rejoicing  in  her  perfect  recovery. 
For  years  she  had  been  a  wretched  sufferer;  and  such  was  her 
relief  that  she  could  not  find  language  to  express  her  grati- 
tude. I  attribute  the  success  in  this  case  to  the  free  removal 
of  the  margins,  and  the  distance  from  the  same,  at  which 
the  sutures  were  passed.    We  have  met  with  no  ln^tl^pffl^  in 
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Irhich  the  patient  could  control  the  sphincter  vesicad  so  per- 
fectly immediately  after  the  operation.  I  am  greatly  in* 
debted  to  Dr.  Fries  for  his  yaluable  assistance  daring  the 
operation  and  throughout  the  progress  of  the  case. 


Jntroductary  Lecture^  delivered  at  the  Opening  of  the  T^kirty- 
Eighth  Course  of  Leeiuree^  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio, 
by  L.  M.  Lawson,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and 
Iractice  of  Medicine  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Medical  Class  : — 

We  have  convened  this  evening  for  the  purpose  of  opening 
in  due  form,  the  thirty-eighth  course  of  lectures  in  the  Med- 
ical College  of  Ohio.  Allow  me,  gentlemen,  in  the  name  of 
the  fkculty,  to  welcome  you  to  this  institution,  and  to  give 
you  the  voluntary  pledge,  that  it  will  be  our  most  ardent 
desire  to  promote  your  welfare,  while  you  sojourn  among  us. 

The  Medical  College  of  Ohio  bears  an  ancient  and  honor- 
able name.  For  thirty-seven  years  she  has  stood  before  the 
profession,  and  now  has  her  numerous  alumni  scattered 
throughout  the  West  and  South.  Her  faculty,  at  various 
periods,  has  embraced  many  of  the  ablest  men  of  our  country, 
—few  schools  indeed  can  exhibit  a  brighter  galaxy  in  years 
gone  by,  than  this.  The  names  of  Drake,  Eberle,  Locke, 
Mussey,  Moorhead,  Harrison,  Shotwell,  Cobb,  were  chief 
MnoBg  those  who  made  a  name  and  reputation  for  this  school^ 
equal  to  any  of  her  sister  institutions. 

But  many  of  these  jewels  of  our  profession  have,  in  the 
fullness  of  time,  been  gathered  to  their  final  homes.  Drake, 
Eberle,  Shotwell,  Harrison,  Locke,  have  passed  to  that  '^un- 
discovered country,  from  whose  bourne  no  traveler  returns." 
Tne  pendant  boughs  of  the  weeping  willow  point  in  sorrowing 
silence  to  the  oblivion  of  the  tomb ;  but  the  fame  of  those  we 
loved  and  honored,  lives  on  fresh  in  the  great  heart  of  our 
profession. 

These  great  lights  having,  in  the  destiny  of  our  naturei 
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passed  away,  we,  in  humble  imitation,  attempt  to  sopplj 
their  places.  We  welcome  you  to  the  same  institation  iriuek 
was  honored  with  these  great  names,  to  learn  the  mysterief 
and  beauties  of  the  same  science  which  they  taught.  It  will 
be  our  constant  desire  to  profit  by  the  example  of  those  who 
have  gone  before,  and  with  untiring  zeal  to  fulfill  the  respoii* 
sible  duties  which  pertain  to  our  respective  department. 

It  is  proper  to  state  for  the  information  of  those  who  may 
not  be  familiar  with  the  circumstances  which  sarroond  us, 
that  our  present  organization  is  the  result  of  a  union  between 
this  institution  and  the  Miami  Medical  College.  For  sevenl 
years  past,  these  schools  have  been  in  active  competitioD; 
and  as  it  was  believed  that  the  field  was  not  sufficiently  large 
to  sustain  two  flourishing  medical  colleges,  and  that  iht 
interests  of  the  regular  profession  were  seriously  impaired 
by  the  division  of  patronage,  the  general  opinion  was  that 
the  two  should  unite.  This  object  has  been  accomplished; 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  opinions  of  the  profes- 
sion, both  here  and  abroad,  fully  sustain  the  course.  And 
the  large  assemblage  of  pupils  to  participate  in  the  opening 
of  the  present  course  of  lectures,  is  a  substantial  proof  that 
the  union  has  been  approved  by  those  most  interested. 

But  while  we  congratulate  the  profession  on  the  advantages 
which  must  arise  from  this  union,  it  is  but  just  to  add  that  it 
has  not  been  accon^plished  without  individual  sacrifices.  It 
was  originally  agreed  between  the  parties  concerned  in  form- 
ing the  new  organization,  that  a  certain  number  should  be 
retained,  while  othergJ,  with  a  magnanimity  worthy  of  the 
highest  praise,  determined  to  retire.  By  this  arrangement, 
able  and  distinguished  teachers  have  left  the  professorial 
corps;  but  while  we  regret  their  loss,  the  motives  which 
induced  the  step  must  meet  with  universal  approval. 

Gentlemen,  we  are  about  to  engage  in  the  curriculum  of 
studies  embraced  in  a  "course  of  lectures;"  and  this  is 
designed  to  represent  all  the  branches  of  medical  science,  in 
an  elementary  sense,  and  their  application  in  the  treatment 
of  disease.    The  conventional  arrangements  gOTeming  our 
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ooursei  is^  in  many  respects,  faulty;  but  while  conscious  of 
the  defectSi  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  apply  the  proper  correc- 
tive.  Thus  the  course  of  study  is  too  brief,  the  lectures  too 
much  crowded,  and  too  large  a  mass  of  matter  is  force  1  on 
the  student  in  a  short  space  of  time.  But  these  are  the 
faults  of  the  country  and  the  age,  rather  than  of  schools  or 
individuals.  It  is  our  boasted  privilege  to  live  in  a  land  of 
freedom ;  and  in  the  exuberance  of  patriotism  which  followed 
the  release  from  bondage,  the  old  land-marks  of  society — 
social,  religious,  political  and  scientific — ^melted  away  like 
fleeting  shadows.  The  good  w«nt  with  the  bad.  The  robes 
of  office  were  replaced  by  the  plain  attire  of  the  citizen ;  the 
ponderous  machinery  of  universities  gave  way  to  free  and 
independent  schools ;  and  science  was  left  to  the  mercy  of 
popular  ignorance,  caprice  or  prejudice.  Science  has  no 
recognition  in  our  republic.  Medicine  is  regarded  as  much 
a  matter  of  fair  and  ligitimate  commerce  or  trade,  as  any 
pursuit  from  agriculture  to  the  fine  arts;  and  any  laws 
enacted  for  the  regulation  of  practice,  are  regarded  by  the 
people  as  unjust,  oppressive,  and  anti-republican.  And  in 
the  absence  of  appropriate  legal  restraints,  medical  schools 
can  offer  no  effectual  barrier  to  unqualified  persons  entering 
into  practice.  Nor  can  we  with  propriety  greatly  extend  the 
course  of  instruction,  or  increase  the  difficulties  of  obtaining 
diplomas ;  for  if  such  were  the  case,  our  edicts  would  be 
disregarded,  the  schools  passed  by,  and  pupils  would  engage 
in  practice  without  the  formalities  of  a  course  of  lectures. 
Our  law  makers  refuse  the  necessary  safe-guards  to  protect 
the  people  ;  and  as  a  legitimate  consequence,  the  country  is 
flooded  with  degraded  charlatans,  impudent  empirics,  and  ill- 
qualified  physicians.  And  here,  too,  the  unnumbered  hosts 
of  nostrum  venders  find  an  unchanging  elysium.  The  sun  of 
freedom  never  sets  on  their  glorious  privileges,  and  with 
unstinted  hand  they  strew  their  vile  compounds  broad-cast 
over  the  land, 

<«  Thick  AS  Imtm  of  TallMibrasa." 

And  herein  the  great  public  permit  their  loye  of  unlimited 
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freedom  to  work  a  most  pemidoiis  reiralt.  They  declare  it 
fact  that  the  inner  as  well  as  the  outer  man  shall  be  tiks 
recipient  of  this  nnbounded  liberty,  albeit  nanseoiui  doses  ef 
vile  compounds  flow  into  the  great  Democratie  stomadL  0« 
republican  doctr|nes  will  not  permit  us  to  sanction  a  moDopoly 
in  the  sale  of  sugar,  whisky  or  tobacco ;  and  it  is  wpitBj 
apparent  that  special  privileges  should  not  be  extended  tt 
medicine. 

Thus  the  ultraism  of  the  doctrine  of  eqnal  rights  mf 
throughout,  not  only  our  civil  and  social  fabric,  but  also  ia« 
vadee  our  scientific  institutions,  and  reduces  to  a  common  kfel, 
the  vilest  quack  and  the  most  learned  physician.  The  moil 
abstruse  science  is  subjected  to  the  same  laws  of  oompetitifla 
that  regulate  commercial  transactions,  as  though  the  pnbfie 
could  judge  of  the  nature  of  disease  and  effects  of  remedid 
with  equal  accuracy  that  they  can  of  the  qnalitj  and  valm 
of  flour  and  bacon. 

The  great  mistake  which  underlies  aD  this,  consists  in  th0 
almost  total  abnegation  of  the  existence  of  a  science.  Med- 
icine, in  popular  eyes,  is  nothing  more  than  an  assemblage  of 
accidents.  The  accumulated  wisdom  of  past  ages,  swelling 
on  like  the  mountain  rill  into  the  vast  ocean,  is  cast  off  with 
supercilious  scorn  by  fools  and  cynics ;  and  they  bury  benestk 
a  cloud  of  ignorance,  prejudice  and  superstition,  that  knowl- 
edge which  stands  next  to  inspiration  itself.  Indeed,  he  who 
interprets  aright  the  mysteries  of  nature,  passes  beyond  the 
veil  which  shuts  out  the  vulgar  eye,  and  stands  in  the  presence 
of  Deity.  But  while  the  man  of  science  approaches  the 
mysteries  of  nature  with  the  greatest  caution  and  most  profooad 
veneration,  the  ignorant  and  reckless,  at  one  gigantic  stride 
pass  all  obstacles,  and 

" •  Fools  rush  in,  where  angels  fear  to  tread." 

Science  is  like  the  tender  plant  which  requires  protectioD 
from  the  rude  blasts  and  withering  frosts  of  winter;  bat 
instead  of  that  fostering  care  which  the  interests  of  humanity 
demand,  the  department  which  we  represent  is  ruthlessly  cast 
aside,  or  positively  degraded  by  depreciating  awociationi 
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Our  goyernments  deem  it  right  and  proper  to  establish 
oommon  schools  for  the  education  of  the  masses,  and  military 
institutions  are  sustained  at  public  expense  to  prepare  young 
men  for  the  army,  nary,  or  civil  engineering.  But  as  for 
the  medicine,  its  only  recognition  in  law  is  the  granting 
patents  to  quacks,  the  institution  of  suits  for  mal-practice,  or 
sending  ardent  students  to  the  penitentiary  for  availing  them- 
selves of  the  only  means  of  obtaining  anatomical  knowledge. 

In  the  absence  of  a  recognition  of  our  scienne  on  the  part 
of  government,  it  is  evident  that  we  must,  as  best  we  can, 
protect  ourselves.  And  for  this  purpose  we  must  look  exclu- 
sively to  ample  and  complete  qualifications,  The  half 
educated  physician  is  liable  at  any  moment  to  bring  ruin 
upon  himself  and  disgrace  on  the  science  he  assumes  to 
represent.  The  mere  quack  rests  his  success  on  the  blind 
fiuth  and  credulity  of  his  dupes ;  but  the  scientific  physician 
18  held  to  a.  high  standard  of  accountability.  The  bold  and 
impudent  charlatan  seises  upon  the  weakest  elements  of  the 
human  mind ;  the  enlightened  physician  appeals  to  the  high- 
est qualities  of  intellectual  discrimination  and  judgment. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  becomes  our  duty  to  make 
the  line  of  separation  between  ourselves  and  the  empirics  as 
broad  and  distinct  as  possible,  so  that  there  may  be  no  more 
resemblance  than  exists  between  day  and  night  or  good  and 
tvil.  And  the  only  method  by  which  this  distinction  can  be 
elearly  and  fully  established  is  by  the  thorough  and  complete 
education  of  all  who  aspire  to  the  dignified  and  responsible 
position  of  a  medical  practitioner.  To  accomplish  this,  we 
nust  descend  to  the  most  accurate  minutiss.  The  great  £Milt 
of  our  profession  is  an  evident  desire  to  pass  by  the  finer 
elements  of  study,  as  unimportant  and  insignificant,  and 
attempt  to  grasp  the  whole  without  following  the  details. 
In  pathology,  physiology,  therapeutics,  chemistry,  anatomy-— 
tile  most  vague  and  unreliable  generalities  take  the  place  of 
eloee  and  minute  investigation  so  essential  to  the  trofy 
•cientifio  physiciaiL     ft  it  Bot  enoigh  that  we  leam  tba 
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names  of  disease,  and  a  few  of  their  more  common  manifetta- 
tions;  bat  we  must  descend  to  the  minatise— trace  etd 
globule  of  blood  from  its  primary  development  to  its  nltimate 
relation  to  the  tissues ;  we  must  comprehend  the  different 
classes  of  aliment,  their  transformations  and  nses  in  die 
physiological  state,  and  perversion  in  morbid  conditions ;  die 
forms  and  uses  of  each  fibre  in  the  body,  and  the  develop- 
ment of  normal  tissues,  and  pathological  products.  Nay, 
more  than  all  this — ^we  must  go  still  deeper  into  the  mysteries 
of  human  organization  :  the  actual  atoms  must  be  measured 
and  weighed,  and  their  special  and  general  relations  com- 
puted. These  constitute  the  basis  on  which  practical  me£- 
cine  rests,  and  which  make  it  a  science. 

But  the  acquisition  of  this  knowledge  will  require  sleeplev 
nights,  and  long  days  of  observation  and  experience.  WeB 
may  the  timid  shrink  from  the  herculean  task.  And  yet,  if 
we  neglect,  through  indolence,  to  acquire  all  that  is  neoessaiy 
for  the  good  of  our  patients,  we  become  guilty  of  a  crime  of 
omission  of  the  direst  nature. 

I  am  inclined  to  measure  human  actions  by  a  postulate 
which  is  thus  expressed  :  "  The  morality  or  immorality  of  in 
agent  consists  in  the  goodness  or  badness  of  his  intention, 
the  goodness  or  badness  being  determined  by  the  nature  of 
the  consequences  which  are  foreseen,  or  might  have  been 
foreseen,  as  resulting  from  the  act.*'  The  criminality  of  an 
act  is  to  be  measured,  not  alone  by  the  motive,  but  by  the 
consequences  which  naturally  arise,  and  which  were  foreseen 
or  might  have  been  foreseen.  Neither  the  dogmas  of  the 
schools  of  philosophy,  nor  the  technical  definitions  and  sup- 
posititious abstractions  of  the  sectarian  polemics  can  modify 
the  intrinsic  nature  of  crime.  The  science  of  ethics  admit 
of  no  selfish  restrictions.  The  metaphysician  may  weave  hif 
intricate  web,  and  elaborate  his  mystic  chain  of  ideal  principles, 
until  the  author  himself  is  lost  amidst  the  mazy  shadows  of 
his  own  creation,  and  the  deluded  follower  falters  and  faints 
in  laboring  to  gain  the  end  of  a  circle ;  but  yet,  neither  the 
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genins  of  the  one,  nor  the  blind  credulity  of  the  other,  can 
change  the  eternal  principles  of  tnith,  nor  convert  the  turpi- 
tude of  crime  into  a  commendable  virtue.  National  compacts 
and  statutory  enactments  may  be  variously  modified  to  suit 
the  capacities  and  conditions  of  different  people;  ecclesiastical 
formulae  and  state  polity  may  vary  with  the  diversified  con- 
dition of  nations;  public  sentiment,  or  tacit  acquiescence, 
may  permit  certain  indulgences'incompatible  with  theoretical 
morals ;  «but  all  these  affect  merely  the  interests  or  privileges 
of  persons  or  communities,  restricting  or  enlarging  their 
natural  or  acquired  rights,  and  therefore  are  not  criminal. 

But  in  our  scientific  relations — those  great  elements  which 
become  an  integral  part  of  the  constitution  of  civilized 
society,  the  mind  and  morals  are  presumed  to  act  in  unision, 
and  the  rules  of  ethics,  which  govern  what  may  be  callei^  a 
natural  morality,  are  recognized  as  the  safeguards  of  com- 
iSunity.  In  medicine  it  is  impossible  that  non-professional 
persons  can  comprehend  the  intrinsic  character  of  the  science, 
or  the  qualifications  of  the  practitioner ;  and  in  the  absence 
of  laws  regulating  the  course  of  study,  or  the  acquirements 
prior  to  entering  on  the  practical  duties  of  the  profession, 
the  public  must  depend  largely  on  the  consdentiousnew  of 
those  who  assume  the  title  of  physicians.  And  hence  those 
who  fail  to  acquire  an  adequate  knowledge  of  the  science, 
but  recklessly  plunge  into  the  mysteries  of  the  human  organ- 
ization, producing  the  most  disastrous  consequences,  become 
positively  criminal,  because  the  evil  results  were  foreseen,  or 
might  have  been  foreseen. 

Kor  will  the  plea  of  motive  shield  the  ignoramus  from 
merited  condemnation.  Such  reasoning  is  eminently  a  fallacy 
^  in  dictionem ;  "  the  premises  are  unsound,  and  consequently 
the  conclusions  are  vitiated.  The  motive  is  not  always  the 
proper  criterion,  for,  in  a  moral  sense,  it  is  often  secondary 
in  the  act ;  and  hence  the  motive  may  not  be  positively  bad-^ 
nay,  it  may  be  positively  good — and  yet  the  act  itself  unoon- 
ditionaUy   criminaL      Ihos,   the  motive    of  the  ignorant 
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physician  is  pecuniary  emolnment —  a  motiTe,  in  a  monl 
sense,  neither  good  nor  bad — and  yet  the  act  itself  is  clearly 
and  unequivocally  wrong. 

Under  these  circumstances,  gentlemen,  there  is  a  high  monl 
obligation  resting  on  you  as  pupils,  and  ourselves  as  teachers. 
~  Legislators,  in  their  supreme  wisdom,  haying  failed  to  recog- 
nize our  profession,  it  remains  for  us,  in  our  united  capacity, 
to  supply  the  deficiency.  It  is  your  duty  to  study  the  scienee 
which  you  have  selected  with  that  care  and  dilligence  whi<A 
the  important  interests  involved  demands.  You  must  rise 
above  mere  mercenary  considerations,  and  view  your  profes- 
sion as  involving  the  lives  and  happiness  of  your  fellow-being% 
and,  therefore,  too  sacred  a  calling  to  be  debased  to  the  por* 
poses  of  mere  pecuniary  gain.  Science,  while  it  justly  acknow- 
ledges a  temporal  relation,  possesses  also  an  essence  whid 
claims  affinity  with  the  pure  benevolence  of  a  higher  sphere. 
It  is  a  benevolence  which,  like  the  rays  of  light  springing 
from  a  great  center,  illumine  the  darkness  of  distant  sphercSi 
while  its  own  great  fountain  remains  undimmed  and  inexhaos* 
tible.  You  must  study  medicine  as  a  science,  and  not  as  a 
trade.  In  mere  commerce,  success  is  measured  by  the  acco- 
mutation  of  money ;  in  science^  by  the  absolute  knowledge 
attained.  "The  end  of  literature,"  says  Thomas  Carlyle, 
"was  not,  in  Schiller's  judgment,  to  amuse  the  idle  or  recre- 
ate the  busy,  by  showing  spectacles  for  the  imagination,  or 
quaint  paradoxes  and  epigramatic  disquisitions  for  the  under- 
standing ;  least  of  all  was  it  to  gratify  in  any  shape  the  self- 
ishness of  its  professors,  to  minister  to  their  malignity,  their 
love  cff  money,  or  even  of  fame.  *  *  *  Genius,  even  in  its 
faintest  scintillations,  is  the  inspired  gift  of  God ;  a  solemn 
mandate  to  its  own  to  go  forth  and  labor  in  its  sphere,  to 
keep  alive  the  sacred  fire  among  his  brethren,  which  the  heavy 
and  polluted  atmosphere  of  this  world  is  forever  threatening 
to  extinguish.  Woe  to  him  if  he  neglect  this  mandate,  if  he 
hear  not  its  small  still  voice !  Woe  to  him  if  he  turn  the 
inspired  gift  into  the  servant  of  his  evil  or  ignoble  paasioiis ; 
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if  he  offer  it  on  the  altar  of  vanity,  or  if  he  sell  it  for  a  piece 
of  money." 

Let  me  say  to  yon,  then,  cultivate  your  profession  as  an 
ennobling  and  exalted  benevolence.  Look  minutely  and  pro- 
foundly into  the  deep  mysteries  which  belong  to  the  several 
departments  of  this  science.  Do  not  rest  satisfied  with  a 
superficial  and  imperfect  knowledge  of  anything  which  bears 
on  the  practical  duties  of  your  profession ;  but  with  untiring 
vigilance,  and  an  unfaltering  determination,  pursue  your  stu- 
dies until  you  learn  all  that  others  know,  and  add  new  mate- 
rials from  your  own  observations. 

But,  gentlemen,  while  we  admonish  you  as  pupils  to  avoid 
the  errors  of  indolence  and  cupidity,  and  to  seek  by  exalted 
deeds  an  exalted  position  in  our  profession,  the  question  for- 
cibly recurs,  are  none  of  the  sins  which  degrade  the  profession 
attributable  to  professors  and  schools  who  assume  to  be  moni- 
tors and  guardians  of  our  honor  and  prosperity  ?  It  is  greatly 
to  be  feared  that  the  mantle  of  charitv^with  all  its  amplitude^ 
is  scarcely  sufficient  to  cover  the  delinquencies  of  schools,  or 
to  shield  their  professors  from  merited  condemnation.  In  this 
land  of  freedom,  every  half-dozen  physicians  who  aspire  to 
the  title  ofprofessorj  can  readily  obtain  a  charter  and  erect 
a  medical  school,  whether  it  be  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
the  improvement  of  the  profession,  the  good  of  humanky,  or 
a  more  sordid  and  selfish  one  of  individual  interest.  The 
establishment  of  medical  schools  at  points  where  they  are  not 
required,  or  in  too  great  numbers  in  any  location,  give  rise  to 
precisely  the  same  results  which  follow  competion  in  trade, 
namely,  cheapening  of  the  article  produced.  But,  unlike  the 
same  result  in  trade,  the  cheapening  of  medical  education  has 
a  tendency,  in  more  ways  than  one,  to  deteriorate  the  quality 
of  the  product,  and  thus  to  damage  the  whole  profession* 
When  schools  are  established  at  points  not  requiring  them,  an 
unusual  effort  becomes  necessary  in  order  to  force  them  on 
the  profession;  they  require  the  prestige  of  numbers ;  and  for 

this  purpose  every  inducement  will  be  held  out  in  the  redoo* 
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tion  of  fees,  free  schools,  and  conferriDg  degrees  on  aD  who 
apply.  The  process  of  cheapening  is  a  direct  indaeement  to 
persons  out  of  employment  to  enter  the  profession  ;  and  that 
hundreds  of  persons,  wholly  unfit  for  physicians,  and  who 
have  failed  in  other  pursuits,  finding  medical  studies  the  clieap- 
est,  and  the  most  likely  to  yield  a  large  interest  on  a  fnuiS 
capital^  at  once  enter  a  free  or  cheap  school,  and  soon  beeomo 
competitors  for  the  emoluments  of  practice.  There  can  be  no 
question  that  these  facilities  have  the  direct  tendency  to  0Ter> 
crowd  the  profession ;  and  as  a  natural  and  ineyitable  conse- 
quence, to  cause  undue  competition  in  practice,  with  all  the 
evils  which  arise  from  such  a  condition.  Those  who  obtain 
their  education  for  nothing,  can  well  afford  to  practice  at  cheafi 
rates,  and  thus  supplant  abler  and  better  men  ;  and  the  whok 
system  has  a  direct  tendency  to  withdraw  the  mind  from  the 
icieneey  and  fix  it  on  the  mere  trade. 

In  making  these  remarks,  I  do  not  intend  to  assert  that  a 
student's  intellect  is  proportioned  to  his  money  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, I  speak  of  the  system  of  cheapening  in  its  general 
effects,  and  its  certainly  disastrous  influence  on  the  profes- 
sion. The  whole  tendency  is  necessarily  and  unconditionally 
evil ;  and  it  seems  to  me  strange  that  the  mental  vision  of  any 
one  can  be  so  clouded  as  not  to  perceive  the  tendency,  or  his 
conscience  so  stultified  as  to  permit  him  to  engage  in  a  traflSc 
so  criminal  in  its  character  and  so  pernicious  in  its  results. 
And  it  becomes  the  duty  of  every  student  and  physician  to 
frown  on  all  such  paltry  exhibitions  of  selfishness,  cupidity, 
and  criminal  disregard  of  the  exalted  duties  of  the  physician, 
and  the  dearest  interests  of  humanity.  Those  persons,  in  the 
judgment  of  Schiller,  who  pervert  science  to  minister  to  their 
own  selfishness,  malignity,  love  of  money,  or  even  of  fame, 
betray  the  sacred  trust  reposed  in  them,  and  therefore  richly 
merit  the  severest  condemnation.  But  fortunately,  such 
schemes  are  ephemeral  as  the  passing  cloud ;  and  like  the 
shadowy  spectre  of  the  mountain,  flee  away  before  the  light 
of  the  rising  sun. 
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We  may  profitably  tarn,  however,  to  another  view,  in  which 
yon  have  a  right  to  demand  of  professors  the  most  scrupulons 
fidelity.  It  becomes  the  duty  of  every  teacher  of  medicine  to 
present  to  his  class  a  full,  comprehensive,  and  complete  view 
of  his  department,  according  to  the  accredited  doctrines  of 
the  best  informed  of  the  profession.  Partial  views,  or  hasty 
and  crude  generalizations,  should  not  be  tolerated  in  the  lec- 
ture-room ;  nor  are  we  justifiable  in  discarding  the  opinions 
of  those  whose  opportunities  and  candor  entitle  them  to  res- 
pect and  eonfidenco.  It  is  the  duty  of  a  teacher  to  be  familiar 
with  all  the  important  facts  which  have  been  established  in  his 
department ;  he  should  weigh  well  the  opinions  of  others,  and 
80  far  as  he  can,  correct  the  errors  of  his  predecessors ;  but  a 
blind  and  obstinate  adhesion  to  speculative  views  contrary  to 
the  leading  doctrines  of  the  great  body  of  the  profession,  is 
an  arrogant  presumption,  unworthy  a  philosophical  mind  and 
a  true  science.  Superficial,  partial,  and  dogmatic  teaching 
b  the  bane  of  our  profession.  Those  who  arc  too  idle  to  keep 
pace  with  the  rapid  advance  of  our  science,  or  too  egotistical 
to  learn  of  their  compeers,  endeavor  to  hide  their  deficiency 
beneath  a  storm  of  words  and  a  dogmatical  manner,  wholly  at 
variance  with  a  calm  and  deliberative  judgment,  and  an  accu- 
rate knowledge  of  the  subject  attempted  to  be  taught. 

In  attempting  to  follow  our  prelections  during  the  ensuing 
session,  you  will  at  once  perceive  the  natural  distinctions  which 
exist  among  the  several  branches  taught ; — ^a  portion  are 
styled  elementary,  embracing  chemistry,  anatomy,  physiology, 
pathology,  and  therapeutics,  while  others  are  made  up  of  the 
practical  application  of  those  several  elementary  departments. 
Ton  will  likewise  perceive  the  importance  of  studying  with 
due  care  these  elements,  for  it  is  those  branches  which  consti- 
tute  medicine  a  science  ;  and  if  you  neglect  this  great  basis, 
it  must  necessarily  follow  that  you  will  sink  to  the  level  of 
mere  empirical  practitioners.  Allow  me  to  warn  you,  then, 
in  the  beginning,  that  you  have  a  broad  and  deep  science  to 
study,  wUch  will  require  all  of  your  physical  energies  and 
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mental  discipline  to  master.  No  sluggard  can  sneceBsfidly 
pass  the  ordeal  of  medical  stndj ;— -it  demands  mental  disci- 
pline,  untiring  energy,  and  ceaseless  devotion  to  the  great 
object  before  you. 

It  is  an  acknowledged  fact  that  the  most  rapid  and  success- 
ful method  of  imparting  knowledge  is  by  leotnresy  acoonpa- 
nied  by  suitable  demonstrations.  Hence  yon  resort  to  medi- 
cal schools,  wherein  the  yarious  demonstratire  departments 
can  be  successfully  taught,  and  clinical  medicine  can  be  iDnf- 
trated  in  connection  with  hospitals.  Sut  as  the  fi^reat  object 
of  all  medical  study  is  the  practical  application  of  principles 
in  the  cure  of  disease,  it  is  abundantly  evident  that  hospitals 
are  indispensable  aids  to  the  acquisition  of  knowledge,  and 
that  without  them  medical  schools  utterly  fail  to  fulfill  the 
objects  of  their  creation. 

But,  gentlemen,  you  will  speedily  discover  that  a  course  of 
lectures  embodies  a  vast  amount  of  teaching,  and  that  many 
different  subjects  will  be  presented  for  your  comprehensioB 
and  remembrance.  This  is  the  great  difficulty  which  you  wiD 
encounter — the  necessity  for  compr^ending,  remembering, 
and  fully  digesting  all  of  the  departments  which  are  taught 
There  is  but  one  method  by  which  you  can  successfully  pass 
through  the  term,  and  that  is  by  systematizing  your  labors. 
For  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  this  object,  you  should  take 
notes  of  lectures  during  the  day,  which  you  carefully  re-write 
and  review  in  the  evening.  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  a  great 
mistake  to  attempt  an  extensive  course  of  reading  during 
attendance  upon  lectures  ;  on  the  contrary,  an  occasional 
reference  to  text- books,  and  a  careful  review  of  manuscript 
notes,  in  clubs  formed  for  that  purpose,  constitutes  the  best 
and  most  successful  course.  The  teacher  will  present  you  a 
faithful  out-line  of  all  that  is  requisite— quite  as  much  as 
you  can  retain,  and  this  foundation  becomes  the  basis  of 
future  reading  and  study  ;  which,  with  the  improvements  in 
clinical  observations  and  practical  tact  enable  the  diligent  and 
faithful  students,  ultimately,  to  become  acoaratOi  able  and 
diptinguished  practitioners. 
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Ladies  ahb  Gbntlbmbn: — 

A  due  respect  for  the  non-professional  part  of  the  audience 
who  have  honored  us  with  their  presence  this  evening,  requires 
of  me  a  passing  remark  in  regard  to  the  interest  which  they 
evidently  feel  and  actually  possess  in  this  our  cherished 
science  of  medicine.  All  mankind,  civilized  or  barbarous, 
repose  a  high  degree  of  confidence  in  the  curative  power  of 
medicines ;  and  all  recognize  in  certain  persons,  skill  in  the 
application  of  these  agents  in  the  treatment  of  disease. 
True,  Pliny  asserts  that  Rome  «ras  without  physicians  for  a 
period  of  six  hundred  years ;  and  Petrarch  warns  Clement 
the  VI,  against  physicians,  as  a  troop  of  enemies.  But  these 
events  convey  no  idea  of  public  conviction  of  the  utility  of 
medicine.  The  incantations  and  superstitious  devices  of  the 
barbarous  and  ignorant ;  the  ready  faith  and  unreasonable 
expectations  of  the  thoughtless  and  credulous ;  no  less  than 
the  hopes  and  confidence  of  the  refined  and  scientific,  proclaim 
the  universal  belief  in  the  necessity  and  existence  of  a  healing 

But  medicine  is  viewed  very  difierently  by  difierent  minds. 
It  is  one  of  those  departments  of  science  with  which  supersti- 
tion has  been,  and  still  is,  largely  blended.  This  melancholy 
fact  is  abundantly  attested  by  the  records  of  the  past,  as  well 
as  observations  of  the  present  time.  Among  the  ancients, 
the  Magi  of  the  Assyrians  and  Chaldeans,  the  Brachmans  of 
the  Indians,  the  Magi  and  Pastophori  of  Egypt,  and  the 
Druids  of  Gaul  are  well  known  repositories  of  blind  faith 
and  superstition ;  while  the  specious  devices  of  Mesmer,  the 
&nciful  theories  of  Hahnemann,  and  the  demoniacal  assump- 
tions of  the  spiritualists,  are  so  many  modern  evidences  that 
the  ancient  superstition  has  been  duly  transmitted  to  our  own 
time  and  generation. 

In  the  application  of  this  element  of  superstition  to  the 
realities  of  life,  there  is  always,  and  necessarily,  a  motive  of 
interest.  The  deception  arises  from  the  efforts  of  systematic 
eharlatans  to  impose  a  false  practice  on  the  people  for  the 
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sole  purpose  of  self-aggrandisement ;  and  it  will  be  remazkid 
that  in  all  those  departments  of  natural  and  moral  scieneey 
in  which  the  imposition  would  not  lead  to  pecmiiarj  gain,  no 
attempt  is  made  to  impose  on  the  credulous  and  super titiooL 

Thus,  in  the  departments  of  astronomji  geologj,  chemistry, 
natural  history,  and  kindred  sciences,  the  elaboration  of  fS^se 
systems  could  not  be  made  to  yield  a  pecuniary  gain,  and 
therefore  offer  no  temptation  to  those  who  live  by  fidsebood 
and  deception.  And  thus,  certain  sciences  baring  remained 
exempt  from  the  defilement  of  sacriligious  bands,  are  regarded 
as  true  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt.  What  would  the 
public  say  if  a  montebank  should  elerate  a  new  order  of 
telescope  to  the  heavens,  and  declare  that  your  astronomer 
on  Mt.  Adams,  with  all  others,  was  entirely  mistaken ;  that 
the  law  of  gravitation  was  a  mere  fable ;  the  centrifugal  and 
centripetal  forces  nothing  but  the  vagaries  of  a  disordered 
iancy ;  that  the  errattic  comets  were  merely  the  fiery  steeds 
from  Mount  Parnassus  bearing  messengers  to  some  remolt 
colony — ^and,  in  fact,  that  the  moon  tros  a  huge  Western 
Reserve  Cheese !  Such  a  proclamation,  I  am  quite  sure, 
would  be  received  with  jeers  and  laughter,  and  the  proclaimer 
declared  a  fit  subject  for  the  lunatic  asylum.  And  why?  Not 
because  the  great  public  happen  to  possess  any  very  accurate 
knowledge  on  these  abstruse  points,  but  for  the  more  simple 
reason  that  astronomy  has  offered  no  inducements  for  the 
deceiver's  genius,  and  has,  therefore,  remained  an  uncontra- 
dicted science. 

And  yet,  this  science  of  astronomy  rests  on  no  more 
demonstrable  basis,  is  made  up  of  no  more  indubitable  fiEicts, 
than  the  science  of  medicine.  If  Grecian  astronomy  had 
her  Hipparchus,  Grecian  medicine  had  her  Hippocrates. 
While  Copernicus,  in  the  16th  century,  discovers  the  true 
motion  of  the  earth,  Harvey  in  the  17th  century,  discovers 
the  circulation  of  the  blood.  If  Newton  deduced  the  law  of 
gravitation  from  the  plenetary  motions  discovered  by  Kelper, 
and  the  central  forces  of  Hnygens ;  so  Bichat,  by  the  powers 
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of  his  own  great  observations,  assisted  by  the  discoveries  of 
his  predecessors,  classified  the  tissues,  and  laid  the  great  and 
broad  basis  of  pathology.  Nor  are  the  discoveries  of  Kepler, 
Kapier,  or  Newton,  in  astronomy,  more  clearly  demonstrable 
than  those  of  Magendie,  Flourens,  Sir  Charles  Bell,  Marshall 
Hall  or  Liebig,  in  medicine. 

The  two  sciences,  indeed,  although  their  objects  and 
nature  are  so  widely  different,  exhibit  a  remarkable  parallel 
in  many  respects,  and  evidences,  demonstrable  and  philo- 
sophical, are  no  more  decided  in  favor  of  one  than  the  other. 
Nor  can  a  spurious  system  of  medicine  be  invented  with  more 
propriety  than  a  spurious  system  of  astronomy.  But  the 
practical  fact  is  difierent.  Medicine  ofiers  a  large  and 
profitable  field  for  imposture  and  deception ;  and  the  cunning 
charlatan  does  not  fail  to  profit  by  the  opportunity.  In 
regard  to  medical  doctrines  and  assumptions  the  public 
credulity  is  as  unbounded  as  it  is  incomprehensible.  I£  our 
pseudo- astronomer  were  to  assert  that  the  moon  wae  green 
cheese,  he  would  be  rewarded  with  the  jeers  and  derision  of 
the  multitude  ;  but  when  Hahnemann  declares  that  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  chronic  diseases  are  produced  by  the  itchy  the 
remark  is  considered  one  of  stupendous  profundity,  and 
entitles  its  illustrious  author  to  the  first  rank  in  the  great 
$rukj  of  reformers.  If  the  fanciful  paleontologist  should 
point  to  the  myriads  of  fossils  locked  up  in  the  bosom  of  the 
earthy  and  declare  that  they  had  been  destroyed  by  the 
noxious  exhalations  from  the  minerals  which  surround  them, 
the  delusion  would  excite  only  a  smile  of  derision.  But  when 
the  medical  reformer  declares  that  physicians  poison  their 
patients  by  whole  hecatombs,  and  that  the  electric  bath  will 
extract  the  metal  from  the  system  with  more  ease  than  gal- 
vanic gilding  can  be  practised;  the  assertion  is  regarded  as 
evidence  of  profound  wisdom  and  of  great  moral  honesty. 

In  these  errors  of  judgment  the  public  seem  to  ignore  the 
existence  of  a  science  of  medicine,  and  that  the  conjurer  or 
witch  doctor,  guided  by  the  chances  of  probability,  will  be  as 
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likely  to  gtnmble  on  an  eSeetive  remi 
and  skillful  phyaician. 

Allow  me  to  say  on  this  point,  and 
to  public  taste  and  discrimination,  t 
is  worthless  on  subjects  of  which  the 
rant,  &nd  that  they  most  reason,  as 
certain  data,  from  the  nature  and  fit: 
high  authority.  By  these  rules  of  lo 
science  is  clearly  and  emphatically  es 

The  nature  and  fitness  of  things  n 
that  an  omnipotent  and  omniscient 
world  of  pain  and  suffering  without  a 
In  the  whole  economy  of  nature  ther 
evil  without  its  appropriate  remedy, 
antidote.  The  rose  has  been  plat 
Harmony  reigns  throughout  the  illimil 
creation.  The  laws  of  attraction  sn< 
cold,  of  day  and  night — so  accurate 
creation  that  all  is  harmony  and  I 
winter,  and  summer  spring — the  g( 
fragrant  flower.  The  vast  spheres  w 
ing  verge  of  creation,  equally  with 
into  each  particle  of  matter,  obeys  th 
tion.  And  can  it  be  presumed  that  n 
created  objects — would  be  left  to  the 
or  the  irremediable  results  of  fate! 
remedy  has  been  placed  within  his  ow: 
each  human  ill. 

Nor  is  it  within  the  limits  of  probal 
tion  of  remedies  for  the  cure  of  disea 
all-wise  Creator  to  the  ignorance  of  en 
mountebanks  and  jugglers.  lu  conf 
immutable  laws  of  nature,  every  depa 
certain  harmonious  relationship,  dei 
precision,  which  we  denominate  scienci 
as  the  exponents  of  medical  science, 
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age  those  investigations  which  shall  perfect  our  knowledge, 
and  enable  the  enlightened  physician  to  relieve  pain  and 
disease,  and  prolong  life.  For  twenty-two  hundred  years 
this  spirit  of  investigation  has  assumed  a  systematic  and 
scientific  form.  Every  nation  of  the  earth  has  contributed 
its  share.  The  ancient  Egyptians,  Assyrians,  Arabians, 
Greeks  and  Romans — together  with  all  modem  civilized 
nations — have  contributed  to  swell  this  great  fountain  of 
knowledge.  No  class  of  men  have  been  so  laborious,  philo- 
Bophical  and  disinterested  as  those  engaged  in  this  great 
science.  And  now,  as  the  reward,  we  have  the  proud  satis- 
faction af  knowing  that  not  only  has  human  suffering  been 
mitigated,  but  the  duration  of  life  has  been  greatly  prolonged. 
And  still  our  labors  continue.  The  friendly  voice  of  greeting 
comes  from  the  banks  of  the  Neva,  the  Seine  and  the  Thames, 
and  mingles  with  those  of  our  own  Ohio.  The  academy  of 
Medicine  of  Paris,  and  the  Royal  Medico-Ghirurgical  Society 
of  England,  labor  as  much  for  your  good,  as  their  own.  There 
is  a  universal  philanthrophy,  which,  like  the  dew  of  heaven, 
spreads  over  the  broad  face  of  the  earth.  It  is  the  same 
light  which  glimmered  in  the  lamp  of  Hippocrates,  but  now, 
bright  as  the  meridian  sun,  illumines  every  land.  The  lonely 
habitation  of  the  widow,  and  the  dreary  hamlet  of  poverty, 
equally  with  the  pomp  and  pride  of  the  palace,  bless  the 
hand  of  the  ^^  good  Samaritan  "  as  it  relieves  their  pain  and 
Bofiering. 

This  is  the  testimony  of  the  great  world  of  letters* 
Governments  and  individuals — philosophers,  sages,  divines — 
bear  testimony  to  the  truth  of  this  great  science.  And  yet, 
a  frivolous  or  ignorant  few  turn  away  with  supercilious  cant, 
and  declare  that  neither  Hippocrates  and  Galen — ^Bichat  nor 
Louis — Sydenham  nor  Hunter — are  worthy  of  confidence ; 
that  this  long  wrought  science,  rich  with  ancient  wisdom  and 
modem  research,  with  its  golden  links  binding  every  age  and 
nation — ^is  but  a  specious  assemblage  of  hypothetical  fallacies 
and  dangerous  dogmas!     But  that  the  crasy  theories  of 
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Hahnemann,  or  the  impudent  assumptions  of  pretenM 
reformers,  embody  all  that  is  known  in  medicine  ! !  Strangt 
infatuation !  We  can  almost  behold  the  prophetic  hind, 
tracing  on  the  broad  face  of  Heayen,  in  letters  of  fire, 

*'  Ye  would  h&  dupes  and  Tictims,  and  jt  are." 

No,  fellow  citizens,  the  mind  of  man  could  not  haye  labored 
two  thousand  years  in  a  false  science.  A  merciful  Profi> 
dence  would  not  permit  the  best  interests  of  his  creatures  to 
suffer  by  such  a  protracted  and  fatal  delusion.  Eyerj  iael 
connected  with  human  suffering  proclaims  that  Gt>d  designed 
to  create  a  healing  art ;  and  not  all  the  ingenious  deriees  of 
bad  men  and  demons,  aided  by  the  credulity  of  weak,  infttv- 
ated  and  misguided  minds  can  inaugurate  a  spurious  systen, 
or  annul  the  great  purposes  of  Deity  in  the  creation  of  o«r 
science. 

For  ourselves,  gentlemen,  let  us  persevere.  Our  duty  it 
plain  and  obvious.  The  great  field  of  nature  and  truth  ii 
spread  out  before  us.  Pure  Castalian  springs  gush  forft 
from  every  land,  and  imbue  the  true  physician  with  aa 
inspired  love  of  science.  And  although  false  systems  rise  nf 
like  spectre  giants,  and  mar  the  harmony  of  nature,  the  tno 
science  never  falters  in  its  course.  It  was  the  eternal  will 
of  God  which  created  our  science,  and  it  became  a  part  of 
the  divine  government. 

The  dignity  and  success  of  our  profession,  no  less  than  the 
demands  of  suffering  humanity,  require  of  each  member  the 
highest  order  of  candor,  of  integrity  and  of  truthfulness.  We 
are  pledged  to  an  absolute  disregard  of  all  false  lights  and 
spurious  systems.  Our  profession  must  be  not  only  pure,  but 
above  the  suspicion  of  false  pretensions.  This  integrity  is 
the  segian  shield  of  our  science.  It  will  protect  us  through 
the  journey  of  life.  And  when  the  toil  is  ending,  and  the 
lengthening  shadows  proclaim  the  declining  sun  of  life,  the 
good  deeds  will  stand  forth  as  the  gilded  mountain  tops  in 
the  last  rays  of  light,  while  the  calm  zephyr  will  bear  on  itB 
balmy  wings,  "  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant." 
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We  have  received  the  Tenth  Volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  printed  by  Collins,  of  Philadelphia. 
It  contaias  676  pages,  against  907  of  the  volume  for  1856.  After 
the  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting,  we  have  the  Reports  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Publication  and  of  the  Tit^asurer.  Then  follows  the  Ad- 
dress of  Dr.  Pitcher ;  after  which  we  have  a  Report  of  some  20 
pages,  on  the  Medical  Topography  and  Epidemics  of  Maryland, 
by  Dr.  Waters,  of  Baltimore.  In  the  treatment  of  Influenza,  Dr. 
W.  recommends  a  decoction  of  flaxseed  in  good  cider,  "to  be 
taken  in  such  quantities  as  may  be  agreeable  to  the  patient."  The 
«ehiet  value  of  this  remedy,  in  his  opinion,  consists  in  the  acid  in  the 
cider,  and  not  in  the  demulcent  property  of  the  drink.  In  malarial 
districts  he  gives  quinine.  Acute  Rheumatism,  he  thinks,  owes  its 
origin  to  defective  nutrition,  brought  about  by  errors  of  diet  and 
improper  exposure  to  great  atmospheric  changes.  For  Chronic 
Bheomatism  he  knows  no  remedy  ;  he  thinks,  however,  that  it 
would  not  be  amiss  to  try  "  patience  and  flannel,'*  as  advised  by 
the  Faculty,  or  "  sulphur  and  supplication,"  as  suggested  by  a  cel- 
ebrated divine. 

The  next  paper  is  a  Report  on  the  "  Infant  Mortality"  in  large 
cities,  the  sources  of  ts  iincrease,  and  Means  for  its  diminution,  by  Dr. 
D.  Meredith  Reese,  of  New  York.  We  are  indebted  to  our  col- 
le^^.  Dr.  Richardson,  for  the  following  analysis  of  this  paper. 

As  the  subject  of  which  this  treats,  is  one  of  much  interest,  to 
the  physicians  and  inhabitants  of  cities  particularly,  we  propose  to 
consider  as  briefly  as  possible,  the  views  and  suggestions  therein 
contained.  It  is  devoted.  Firstly:  to  the  exhibition  and  considera- 
tion of  the  proportional  mortality  of  infanti  under  Ave  years  of 
«ge,  in  large  cities,  especially  New  York.  Secondly:  to  the  enu- 
liieration  of  the  causes  and  conditions  concerned  in  its  production : 
Mid,  Thirdly:  to  the  suggestion  of  the  remedial  means  for  its  abate- 
niCBt. 

Under  the  first  division,  we  are  informed,  that  the  the  propor- 
tional mortality  of  infants,  under  five  years  of  age,  is  fearfully 
imcreaeinp,  and  in  support  of  this  opinion,  we  are  furnished  with 
the  aggregate  and  comparative  mortality  during  the  years  1843  and 
1858 ;  being  4,588  ondcr  &t9  jeatn,  for  the  former,  and  12,968  for 
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the  latter;  which,  as  stated,  shows  a  rapidly  laenmmg  propor- 
tional mortality.  In  this  connection  we  may  remark,  that  caka- 
lationd  bas4d  upon  sporadic  statistics,  are  not  very  reliable,  and  ia 
illustration  of  this  statement,  we  will  simply  follow  out  the  tabki 
contained  in  the  report  itself.  For  the  year  following,  (1854.)  W9 
have  15,673,  being  still  an  increase :  but  the  next  year,  (18^) 
gives  us  but  14,063 ;  and  for  the  year  1856,  only  18,873.  TbH 
exhibiting,  not  a  proportional  but  an  absolute  diminotioii  in  Ai 
mortality,  after  the  year  1854  ;  and  if  this  actual  dinunntion 
tinues  in  New  York  as  it  is  doing  in  this  city  (Cincinnati);  the  ji 
ness  of  our  remark  will  be  apparent.  The  years  1851,  '52,  '51^ 
and  '54  were  markedly  exceptional  in  point  of  high  propoxtioMi 
infietntile  mortality  in  this  city  ;  and  may  not  the  years  ISS^-'M. 
have  been  as  exceptional  in  their  excess,  as  compared  with  the  jsk 
1843  in  New  York  ?  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  report  did  not 
furnish  the  yearly  aggregate  of  infant  mortality  from  1843  la 
1853,  inclusive.  However,  the  painful  /ad  remains — then  i$  a 
fearful  proportional  infantile  mortality  in  most  of  the  large  cilki 
of  this  and  other  countries  too !  Nor  can  the  recorda  of  deaths  ail 
interments,  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  furnish  the  eyidenoaa  d 
the  full  extent  of  this  mortality ;  for  who  can  estimate  the  wmt 
number  of  embryos  wHftdly  sacrificed  by  married  women^  durmg 
the  earlier  weeks  of  utero-gestation  ?  Reckless  and  umtcmpuloiii 
indifference  to  the  moral  responsibility  of  this  crime,  pervad« 
the  married  circle — the  intelligent  as  well  as  the  ignorant — the 
high  as  well  as  lowly — to  a  most  astounding  extent. 

Secondly:  The  causes  and  conditions  productive  of  this  lamenta- 
ble destruction  of  human  life,  have  been  minutely,  graphically,  aad 
comprehensively  set  forth  in  the  report;  and  their  name  is  legioa. 
Yet,  in  estimating  the  probable  degree  of  success  which  might  result 
from  the  institution  and  operation  of  the  remedial  means  for  iti 
diminution,  therein  suggested  ;  allusion  might  have  been  made — in 
the  enumeration  of  causes — to  those  occult  influences,  which, 
although  in  themselves  unappreciable,  are,  nevertheless,  made  £Bar- 
fully  manifest  by  their  operation  and  results.  We  allude  to  those 
mysterious  agents,  denominated  endemical  and  epidemical.  The 
statutory  provisions,  sanitary  regulations,  and  the  dietetic,  domes- 
tic, and  moral  habits  of  cities  ;  proceed  with  tolerable  uniformity, 
from  year  to  year ;  yet  the  infantile  mortality  of  one  year,  as  com- 
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pared  with  tliat  of  another,  maj  vary  greatly,  and,  as  we  belieYSt 
mainly  through  the  operation  of  these  peculiar  influences. 

Thirdly:  as  to  the  remedial  means  for  its  diminution.  The 
xeport  starts  out  with  the  postulate,  that,  <*  in  a  vast  proportion  of 
the  cases  "  of  infantile  death,  "  the  primary  root  of  the  evil "  is 
traceable  "  to  the  physical  health  and  moral  habits  of  the  parents." 
We  are  not  disposed  to  admit  the  proposition  in  its  full  extent, 
believing,  as  we  do,  that  these  influences  operate  more  disastrously 
after,  than  during  infancy.  However,  it  proceeds  to  suggest  the 
remedy  for  this  great  source  of  evil,  in  the  following  paragraph  : 

"No  marriage  should  be  permitted  between  parties,  until  the 
physical  health  of  both  his  been  subjected  to  professional  scrutiny. 
And  such  alliances  should  be  prohibited  by  law,  to  those  of  either 
aex,  who  are  the  subjects  of  those  diseases  which  are  known  to  be 
hereditary  or  transmissible  to  offspring,  or  such  as  are  fatal  to  in- 
fimtile  existence.  Celibacy  should  be  required  by  statute  of  all 
consumptive,  scrofulous,  scorbutic,  gouty,  insane,  intemperate,  and 
especially  syphilitic  individuals  of  either  sex,  and  this,  for  grave  rea- 
sons of  state,  which  concern  the  public  weal.  Nor  will  any  course, 
short  of  such  legal  prohibition  of  marriage,  adequately  correct  the 
evil  of  that  large  proportion  of  infant  mortality  thus  engendered." 

We  are  inclined  to  consider  these  suggestions  as  decidedly  Utopian 
in  their  character;  and  may  therefore  be  permitted  to  avow  onr 
bopeless  infidelity  as  regards  their  practicability.  But,  even  should 
the  practicability  of  their  adoption  be  admitted,  we  seriously  ques- 
tion the  legitimacy  of  that  power  by  which  the  state  might  choose 
to  wrest  from  the  individual  the  exercise  -of  rights  and  privileges 
peculiarly  his  own,  and  derived  from  a  source  far  above  human 
laws.  We  are  aware,  that,  in  view  of  supposed  <y:  real  govem- 
Biental  and  social  necessities,  we  are  already  restricted  in  our  per- 
sonal rights,  by  statutory  provisions,  similar  in  kind  to  those  above 
suggested  ;  and  that  most  of  us  willingly  submit  to  this  intrench- 
ment  upon  our  personality,  for  the  sake  of  our  welfare  as  a  com- 
mnnity.  But  there  should  be  a  limit  to  these  individual  sacrifices 
upon  the  altar  of  public  exigencies ;  and  we  should  consider  the 
exercise  of  the  power  suggested  by  the  report,  upon  the  conditions 
tfasrein  enumerated,  as  far  transcending  that  limit. 

2.  *'  To  remove  the  temptations  to  the  nnnataral  crime  of  abor- 
tioiiism,  and  preveat  the  abandonment  and  eroal  marder  of  mibom 
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and  newly-born  infants  among  the  yicions  and  depm^ed  portion  it 
onr  population,  for  pnrposes  of  concealment,  aa  in  tbe  caae  of  the 
illegitimate  offspring  of  shame,  foundling  hospitals  ahonld  be  pro- 
vided by  the  State,  in  all  oar  large  cities,  for  the  reception  of  infaati^ 
and  the  concealment  of  the  shame  of  nnhallowed  mothers,"  els. 
This  is  a  humane  suggestion,  especially  so  far  as  conoems  the  fnnlf 
of  illicit  intercourse,  and  is  worthy  of  onr  thoughtful  consideratioB; 
and  the  only  question  of  importance  that  presents  itself  is, 
the  establishment  of  such  institutions  may  not  seriously  in< 
the  evil,  in  behalf  of  which  they  were  instituted,  by  encouraging  a 
carelessness  in  regard  to  the  consequences  of  illegitimate  intereourasL 
These  remarks  are  also  appropriate  in  reference  to  the  eetabliahiMl 
of  Lying-in-asylums,  as  indicated  by  the  report ;  although  it  m 
proposed  to  receive  "  expectant  mothers,  irrespective  of  character," 
etc 

3.  "  The  poor  we  always  have  with  ns,"  by  a  sacred  legacy  froa 
the  common  Father  of  us  all,  and  hence  the  duty  and  responaibiliif 
of  caring  for  such  is  recogniaed  in  every  OhrisUan  commonity.'* 
"  The  habitations  of  the  poorer  classes  of  onr  population  are,  te 
the  most  part,  in  narrow,  contracted  alleys,  filthy  cooits,  or  nader- 
ground  cellars,  etc."  So  long  as  we  have  the  poor,  a  vast  pra- 
portion  of  them  will  be  surrounded  by  those  conditions  whidi 
are  the  legitimate  results  of  intemperance,  indolence,  and  im- 
providence; and  it  is  vain  to  urge  that  the  sober,  industrious, 
and  provident,  shall  share  their  well  earned  means,  in  the  effort 
to  elevate,  support  and  cleanse  those  who  inhabit  "  under- 
ground cellars,  narrow  contracted  alleys,  and  filthy  courts.'* 
Whilst  the  evil  proclivities  of  humanity  continue  as  now, 
neither  public  nor  private  exertion  can  hope  to  materiaUy 
chauge  the  condition  of  that  large  class  to  whom  allusion  has  been 
made.  The  worthy  poor  are  but  little  addicted  to  squalidness.  We 
have  not  much  faith  in  the  efficacy  of  the  corporate  authorities  as- 
suming an  architectural  supervision  over  that  particular  class  of 
persons  who  erect  "  dwellings  for  the  poor  ; "  and  the  institution 
of  **  a  sanitary  medical  police,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  enforce 
such  laws." 

4.  ''The  erection  and  endowment  of  hospitals  for  sick  childian,*' 
would  involve  a  wide  field  for  benevolent  enterprise. 

6.  The  supply  of  unhealthy  and  poisonous  milk,  by  those  whose 
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capidity  overrides  their  humanity,  is  a  proper  snbject  for  mnnicipal 
r^galation. 

Lastly :  "  When  we  of  the  medical  profession  ehall  have  fally 
enlightened  the  public  mind  upon  the  importance  of  the  subject, 
and  set  forth  the  value  of  prevention  by  removing  the  causes,  and 
the  means  adequate  to  the  diminution  of  the  evil,  then,  and  not 
till  then,  shall  we  have  done  our  whole  duty  in  relation  to  the 
infant  mortality,  now  so  revolting  and  so  frightfully  increasing, 
in  our  large  cities.  The  public  press  should  be  enlisted,  with  its 
almost  omnipotent  voice,"  etc.  To  this  suggestion  of  the  report 
we  give  our  full  and  cordial  concurrence,  and  heartily  commend  it 
for  its  wisdom,  in  pointing  out  the  only  feasible  and  eflicient  remedy, 
to  our  mind,  for  the  permanent  correction  and  mitigation  of  that 
terrible  evil  which  we  all  so  much  deplore. — R. 

After  this,  we  have  a  Report  on  the  Medico-Legal  Duties  of  Cor- 
oners, by  Alexander  J.  Semmes,  of  Washington.  There  are  some 
points  in  this  woi'thy  of  special  attention  ;  but  the  examination  of 
this  and  several  other  valuable  papers  must  be  deferred  till  our  next 
number.  We  may  here  remark,  however,  that  the  present  volume 
has  taken  us  by  surprise,  both  on  account  of  the  matter  contained 
and  the  neat  manner  in  which  it  has  been  executed. 


A  CciUction  of  Remarkable  Cases  in  Surgery.  By  Paul  F.  Evk, 
M.  D.,  ProfesKor  of  Surgery  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
University  of  Nashville.  1857.  pp.  857.  J.  B.  Lippincott  dp 
Co.,  Phil.     Price  83.50.    (Through  Fruman  &  Spofford.) 

The  nature  of  this  work  is  well  described  by  Professor  Eve,  in 

his  Dedication  to  his  old  preceptor.  Professor  Charles  D.Meigs,  in 

which  he  states  that  it  is  a 

<'  Collection  of  cases,  in  which  much  is  seen  of  the  extraordin- 
ary endurance  of  the  human  system,  the  curious  and  almost  in- 
credible injuries  it  has  sustained,  and  the  favorable  results  under 
many  apparently  desperate  circumstances." 

The  great  object  of  the  work  is,  to  preserve  the  numerons  re- 
markable cases  scattered  throughout  the  journals  in  a  perishable 
form,  and  they  have  been  arranged  according  to  the  established 
divisions  of  the  human  body.  The  last,  and  largest,  chapter  is 
devoted  to  miscellaneous  cases,  and  includes  Foreign  bodies  in  the 
flflth  ;  Remarkable  wounds  and  injoriea ;   Desperate  operations. 
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etc.;  Transfusion  ;  Hemorrhage,  aneurism,  and  ligature  to  blood- 
vessels ;  self-mutilation  ;  Re-union  of  separated  parts,  etc.,  etc 

We  have  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  the  work  of  great  value 
as  a  book  of  reference,  especially  to  that  large  class  of  practition- 
ers denied  access  to  medical  libraries  and  foreign  journals.  That 
it  is  one  of  great  interest,  will  be  admitted  by  all  who  peruse  its 
pages. 


The  Practice  of  Surgery.  By  James  Milleb,  F.  R.  S.  E.,  Sur- 
geon in  Ordinary  to  the  Queen  lor  Scotland,  Professor  of  Sur- 
gery in  the  University  of  Edinburgh  ;  Consulting  Surgeon  to 
the  Royal  Infirmary,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  Revised  by  the  American 
Editor.  Fourth  American,  from  the  last  Edinburgh  edition. 
Illustrated  by  364  Engravings  on  Wood.  pp.  682.  1857. 
Blanchard  &  Lea,  Philadelphia.  Price  93.75.  (Through 
Rickey,  Mallory  and  Webb.) 

The  author  informs  us  in  his  preface,  that  the  present  volume, 
though  designated  by  the  special  title  of  "Practice."  really  consth 
tutes  the  second  volume  of  a  continuous  exposition  of  Principles 
and  Practice  ;  thus  forming  a  complete  system  of  surgery.  The 
American  editor  has  referred  to  such  of  Dr.  Sargent's  notes  to  the 
former  edition  as  were  deemed  important,  and  had  not  been  embo- 
died in  the  text  by  the  author.  He  has  also  introduced  some  ad- 
ditional matter,  relating  chiefly  to  the  progress  of  Surgery  in  this 
country.  The  "Principles  of  Surgery,"  by  Professor  Miller, 
forms  a  volume  of  some  696  pages,  and  with  all  our  admii-ation 
of  the  author,  we  confess  our  dislike  of  the  division  w^hich  he 
would  establish.  No  one  can  carefully  examine  the  two  works 
without  admitting  its  perfect  absurdity.  In  the  "  Principles  "  we 
find  discussed,  most  ably  too.  Fever,  Inflammation,  the  Ligature  of 
Arteries,  Operations  for  the  removal  of  dead  bone,  the  treatment 
of  bmns  and  scalds,  the  reduction  of  dislocations,  the  dressing  of 
fractures,  and  numerous  other  topics  which  belong  strictly  to  the 
Practice  of  Surgery.  It  would,  of  course,  be  presumptuous  to 
question  the  value  of  either  of  Prof.  Miller's  works,  but  we  do  be- 
lieve, that  if  the  author  would  digest  both,  and  convert  them  into 
one,  he  would  confer  a  real  benefit  on  his  numerous  readers.  We 
should  then  have  a  volume  unsurpassed,  of  its  size,  in  the  English 
language.    The  volume  just  published,  is  so  widely,  and  so  favor- 
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ably  known,  that  we  need  but  inform  our  readers  of  the  appearance 
of  this  edition,  which  is  got  np  in  excellent  style. 


A  Dictionary  of  Medical  Science,  containing  a  concise  explanation 
of  the  various  subjects  and  terms  of  Anatomy,  Physiology.  Fatho- 
logy.  Hygiene,  Therapeutics,  Pharmacology,  Surgery,  Obstetrics, 
Medical  Jurisprudence,  Dentistry,  etc.;  Xotices  of  Climate  and 
of  Mineral  Waters;  Formutcefor  Officinal,  Empirical  and  Diete- 
tic Preparations,  etc.;  ivith  French  and  other  synonymes.  By 
RoBLEY  DuNOLisoN,  M.  D.,  L.  L.  D.»  Professor  of  the  Institutes 
of  Medicine,  etc,  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Philadel- 
phia. Revised  and  very  greatly  enlarged.  Fifteenth^edition. 
1857.  pp.  992.  Blanchard  <fe  Lea,  Phil.  Price  «4.  (Through 
Rickey,  Mallory  and  Webb.) 

In  addition  to  the  revision  of  this  work,  so  indispensable  to  the 

practitioner  and  student,  "  six  thousand  subjects  and  terms  have 

been  added,"  an  enlargement  rendered  necessary  by  the  progress  of 

the  science,  or  the  omission  of  the  author  in  the  previous  editions. 

We  are  giad  to  see  that  both  author  and  publisher  have  been  so 

liberally  rewarded.    The  fifteenth  edition  /  Praise  ot  such  a  work 

would  be  superfluous.  ^ 

Memoir  sur  les  Luxations  du  Conde,  par  Paul  Denuce,  Docteur 
en  Medicine,  Aide  d* Anatomic  de  la  Faculty  de  Medicine  de  Paris, 
Ac,  dkc.  Memoir  on  Luxations  of  the  Elbow.  By  Paul  Db- 
NUOE,  vfcc,  <fec.  Paris,  1854.  G.  Bailli6re.  pp.  215.    With  a  plate. 

In  attempting  the  work  before  us,  the  author's  object  was,  to 
collect  the  cases  scattered  throughout  various  treatises  and  medical 
journals,  to  carefully  analyse  them,  and  so  to  arrange  them  that 
they  might  be  turned  to  profitable  account .  The  work  is  divided 
into  four  chapters.  The  first  is  devoted  to  an  examination  of  the 
anatomy  of  the  elbow  joint ;  and  an  exposition  of  the  elements 
upon  which  his  classification  is  based.  In  the  second,  he  treats  of 
luxations  of  the  elbow  in  general.  In  the  third,  the  various  forms 
of  dislocation  are  discussed  ;  while  in  the  fourth,  we  have  their  dif- 
ferential diagnosis  presented,  and  the  treatment  which  they  require. 

We  can  notice  but  a  few  of  the  points  discussed  by  the  author. 
The  first  to  which  we  would  invite  the  attention  of  the  reader  is, 
what  is  the  longest  period  after  the  accident  that  a  reduction  can 
be  effected  ?    To  solve  this  the  following  (acts  are  offered : 

VOL,  xvin — 64. 
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Surgeon.  Period. 

Desanlt 60  days. 

Boyer 45    *• 

Roux 52    " 

Capalleto (pulleys)  72     •* 

Nichet •«        70     '« 

Sedillot ♦•        60     «• 

Lisfranc  and  Malgaigne '*      120    ** 

Ricbet 45     •« 

Sanson (pulleys)114     '* 

Astley  Cooper 21     *• 

Velpcau 45    ** 

Drake,  2  cases 6mo's  and  4  wis. 

Bonnet,  4  cases 29,  44,  45,  60  dajrs 

Gerdy 6  months 

Gorr6 156  days 

Starck 2  years  and  1  mo. 

Malgaigne 21  days 

Maisonneuve 2  montlis 

Malgaigne  and  Michon 2  months 

Maisonneuve 8       '* 

Cbaissaignac 8  week  s 

Roux 50  days 

The  author  finds  fault  with  this  list,  as  being  incomplete  ;  and 
as  furnishing  no  account  of  the  failures  and  accidents  which  have 
followed  the  attempts  at  reduction,  of  which  not  more  than  £▼• 
or  six  have  been  recorded.  Velpeau  refers  to  one  case  followed  by 
death.  After  weighing  all  the  facts,  the  author  concludes,  that 
from  two  to  three  months,  and  even,  in  some  cases,  beyond  this 
period,  reduction  is  possible  ;  but  that  to  accomplish  it  an  enor- 
mous force  must  be  employed,  and  in  some  cases  continued  for  a 
long  time. 

In  compound  dislocations,  with  rupture  of  the  brachial  artaiy 
and  nerves,  the  majority  of  writers,  he  asserts,  recommend  exsec- 
tion  of  the  protruding  bone,  while  rupture  of  the  artery  is  deemed 
a  positive  indication  for  amputation.  Samuel  Cooper  states,  that 
he  is  of  the  impression,  that  he  heard  Mr.  Abemethy  assert  in  hii 
lectures,  that  he  had  seen  a  case  of  luxation  at  the  elbow,  compli* 
cated  with  protrusion  of  the  bone,  and  rupture  of  the  artery,  suc- 
cessfully reduced.  M.  Denuc^  adds,  that  he  has  found  but  three 
cases  of  cure  after  resection  ;  two  were  seen  by  Samuel  Cooper, 
in  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  and  the  third  occorred  in  his  own 
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practice.  From  these  facts,  collected  by  our  author,  be  infers,  that 
an  attempt  at  reduction  should  be  made  when  there  is  a  protrusion 
of  bone,  and  when  les  desordrea  are  not  too  considerable  ;  second 
resection  of  the  bone  should  be  practised  when  reduction  is  impos- 
sible. But  when  there  is  protrusion  of  the  bone  and  rupture  of 
the  artery,  he  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  single  and  problematical 
case  mentioned  by  Abemethy  is  not  sufficient  to  warrant  a  hope 
for  saving  the  limb. 

Now,  however  problematical  may  be  the  case  reported  by  Aber- 
nethy,  we  have  had  in  our  own  practice,  one  successful  case  of  re- 
duction where -the  lower  end  of  the  humerus  protruded  to  a  great 
extent,  and  where  the  artery  was  ruptured.  The  reduction,  it  is 
true,  was  effected  with  some  difficulty,  but  the  arm  was  saved, 
although  with  a  stiff  joint.  In  this  case  several  weeks  passed  be- 
fore any  pulsation  could  be  felt  at  the  wrist.  In  another  case,  we 
were  compelled  to  exsect  the  lower  end  of  the  humerus,  but  the 
patient  recovered  with  a  very  useful  arm.  In  both  cases,  the  patients 
were  boys,  about  ten  years  of  age  and  of  good  constitutions. 

To  the  French  scholar  we  recommend  this  monograph,  as  the 
most  complete  work  with  which  we  are  acquainted. 


'  Want  of  space  compels  us  to  defer  until  our  next  number,  a  no- 
lice  of  Professor  Peaselee's  Human  Histology,  and  Dr.  Frans 
Leydig's  Lerbuch  der  Histdogie  des  Mmscken  und  der  7%*ere,  both 
bearing  the  date  of  1857.  We  are  obliged  also  to  omit  a  notice 
which  we  had  prepared  of  Dr.  SaurePs  monograph,  Du  MierO' 
scape  au  jhhtU  du  vue  de  see  appliccdiom  a  la  eonnaiesance  et  am 
ireaimefU  dee  Maladiee  Chirurgicalee. 


Tetahus. — ^The  last  number  of  Guy's  Hospital  Reports  contains 
a  paper  by  Mr.  Poland,  on  Tetanus.  He  gives  an  analysis  of  all 
the  cases  treated  in  Guy's  Hospital,  since  1825.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  cases  treated  was  seventy-two.  The  great  majority  wert 
fatal,  and  in  those  that  recovered,  it  was  impossible  to  assign  Um 
cure  to  any  particular  remedy.  Mr.  Poland  is  of  the  opinion,  thai 
the  best  plan  of  treatment  is  to  strengthen  the  patient,  and  thus 
enable  Vm  to  pass  through  the  disease. 
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EDITOBIAL 


MEDICAL  JOUBNALS. 

Many  of  onr  exchanges  are  filled  with  lamentations  oyer  the 
ions  losses  they  have  sufferred  during  the  late  peconiary  troubles* 
and  some  have  already  expressed  their  intention  "  to  suspend.'* 
The  profession  seems  to  be  in  need  of  bread  rather  than  joumils, 
and  although  many  might  prefer  to  have  both,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  they  should  decide  to  have  bread  first.     There  are  many  pbj- 
sicians,  both  in  city  and  country,  who  have  an  extensive  practioe» 
yet  they  are  unable  to  collect  sufficient  money  to  pay  their  famflj 
expenses,  consequently  they  have  nothing  to  spare  for  the  propri- 
etors  of  medical  journals.     Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  noi 
strange  that  some  of  the  latter  should  '*  dwine  and  die."    Tbeio 
are  too  many  journals  in  the  country,  and  it  would  be  better  for 
the  whole  profession  could  the  number  be  reduced,  and  there  be  a 
greater  concentration  of  talent  on  the  few.  This  would  benefit,  if  not 
the  pockets  of  the  proprietors,  at  least  the  "  pericraniums "  of 
the  readers.     It  is  surprising  how  much  trivial,  unimportant  mat- 
ter finds  its  way  into  the  pages  of  the  medical  press ;  and  yet,  with 
the  present  disproportion  of  valuable  contributors  to  the  number 
of  journals  published,  it  is  no  easy  matter  to  remedy  this  defect 
Again,  the  unaccountable  neglect  of  physicians  to  pay  their  sub- 
scriptions, renders  it  impossible  for  the  proprietors  to  furnish  sudi 
a  journal,  as,  under  a  different  state  of  things,  they  might  be  able 
to  offer. 

For  ourselves,  we  may  state,  that  had  our  list  of  delinquents 
been  less,  we  should  have  added  to  our  pages  several  valuable  and 
illustrated  monographs.      We  admit  that  in  the  "hard  times" 
many  of  our  subscribers  have  some  excuse  for  their  apparent  n^- 
lect,  but  it  is  no  less  true,  that  even  when  times  are  prosperous, 
subscribers  to  medical  journals  manifest  the  same  disregard,  or 
indifference  to  the  claims   of  publishers  as  do  patients  to  their 
own.     Reader,  this  ought  not  to  be  !     Faithfully  discharge  joor 
obligations  ;  then,  and  then  only  have  you  a  right  to  expect  ss 
adequate  return. 
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Our  Next  Yolumb. 

We  invite  attention  to  the  Prospectus  of  onr  new  arrangement, 
and  redaction  in  price  for  the  coming  year.  The  December  nnm* 
ber  will  be  published  on  the  fifteenth  of  that  month,  after  which 
the  journal  will  be  promptly  issued  on  the  first. 

We  remain  editor  and  proprietor,  yet,  the  business  affairs  of 
the  journal  will  no  longer  be  under  our  supervision.  Money  for 
the  coming  year  must  be  sent  to  Wbiohtsok  A  Co. 


Stdehham  Sooibtt. 

This  Society,"  after  having  published  some  forty  volumes  of 
works  which  were  inaccessible  to  the  English  reader,  it  is  feared 
18  about  to  come  to  an  untimely  end.  Its  members  at  one  time 
leached  some  sixteen  hundred  in  number.  It  has  at  present  nearly 
a  thousand,  and  is  not  laboring  under  financial  difficulties.  A 
meeting  was  to  be  held  on  the  7th  of  November,  in  London,  to 
devise  some  measures  to  prevent  the  dissolution  of  the  Society^ 
but,  from  the  tone  of  some  of  the  London  journals,  there  seems 
to  be  but  little  hope  of  success.  Mismanagement  is  said  to  be  the 
cause  of  its  failure.  The  London  Medical  Times  <&  Qazette  of 
Nov.  14th,  states  that  the  Society  is  defunct 


[Moral  Insahitt. 
Sir  Graves  Chamney  Haughton,  in  his  learned  work  entitled, 
Krodromus,  or  an  inquiry  into  the  First  Principles  of  Reasoning, 
thoa  alludes  to  the  much  vexed  question  of  the  existence  of  moral 
iuanity  (p.  197) : 

"  The  preceding  views  demonstrate  that  what  we  call  7%e  Mind 
IB  merely  a  collective  term  for  the  operations  of  the  Intellect. 
When  we  speak  theiefore  of  InBanity  of  Mind,  we  can  only  do  so 
by  a  figure  of  speech ;  and  we  must  consequently  look  for  the 
eaose  of  mental  alienation  ( in  the  abscenc^  of  our  knowledge  of 
the  abode  of  the  intellect)  to  the  state  of  the  brain  and  nervous 
^stem.  The  question  ot  moral  insanity,  that  is,  of  diseare  of 
that  separate  part  of  us  which  is  commonly  called  "the  mind,'* 
has  long  been  agitated  among  medical  reasoners  ;  but  if  just  no- 
tions of  language  had  been  entertained,  the  subject  could  never  have 
been  mooted.  *  *  *  Insanity,  it  is  evident,  must  always  be  a 

Shysical  disease;  for  it  would  be  an  absurdity  to  suppose  that  the 
ool  could  be  anbject  to  derangement,  diBeaae,  or  death.'* 


D 
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Marshall  Hall ,  Esq.,  a  son  of  the  late  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  is  the 
editor  of  a  work  by  his  father,  and  just  published  in  London,  en- 
titled, Prone  and  Postural  Bespiration  in  Drowning,  and  other 
forms  of  Apnoea,  or  suspended  respiration.  Hie  rolnme  contains 
216  pages. 


It  is  reported  that  the  tomb  of  Hippocrates  has  leoentl  j 
discovered  near  Larrissa  in  Thessalia.  Bat  as,  in  Ancient  Greece 
the  name  of  Hippocrates  was  something  like  that  of  Smith  at  the 
present  day,  strong  doubts  may  be  entertained  whether  they  hafe 
really  found  the  graTe  of  the  old  sage  of  Cos. 


^  The  Messrs.  Lippinoott  and  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  are  abonl  te 

publish  a  translation  of  Malgaigne^s  great  work  on  Fractures  ani 
Dislocations.  The  translator  is  Dr.  John  H.  Packard,  of  that 
city. 


Drs.  Warren  Stone,  James  Jones,  and  Stanford  Chaille  have 
become  the  proprietors  and  co-Editors  of  the  New  Orleans  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal.  Dr.  Bennet  Dowler  remains  the  ' '  managing 
Editor."  This  journal  is  a  Bi-Monthly,  containing  144  pages, 
and  filled  with  excellent  matter.    It  is  published  at  95  per  annum. 

^ 

Sorb  Nipples. — A  writer  in  the  Boston  ^Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal  recommends  equal  parts  (by  weight)  of  glycerine  and 
tannin  as  the  best  application  for  sore  nipples. 


ViDAL  ON  Venereal. — ^We  are  informed  by  the  publishers,  S.  8. 
and  W.  Wood,  of  N.  Y.,  that  the  second  edition  of  our  translation 
of  Vidal  on  Venereal,  is  nearly  exhausted.  The  work  has  met  with 
an  extensive  sale.  They  expect  to  issue  a  new  and  enlarged  edition 
before  another  winter. 


The  Sputa  in  PnTmsis. — Dr.  J.  L.  C.  SchrcBder  Van  Der  Kolk, 
Professor  in  the  University  of  Utrecht,  claims  to  have  discovered  a 


Editorial  848 

• 

certain  sign  by  which  the  spnta  of  a  phthisical  patient  may  be  dis- 
tinguished from  those  of  chronic  catarrhal  affections  of  the  lungs. 
He  regards  the  presence  of  elastic  pulmonary  fibres  in  the  sputa  as 
a  certain  sign  of  the  existence  of  a  vomica. 


Gltcogbnio  Function  op  the  Liver. — Dr.  Louis  Figuier  read, 
on  the  27th  July,  before  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  a  paper  in  which 
he  aims  to  disprove  the  glycogenic  function  of  the  liver,  on  which 
80  much  stress  has  been  laid  by  M.  Bernard.  He  maintains  that 
this  function  belongs  to  all  of  the  parenchymatous  organs  that  re- 
ceive blood,  such  as  the  heart,  lungs,  spleen,  dtc,  and  also  in  the 
blood  of  the  general  circulation. 


Chloroform. — ^A  writer  in  the  Lomdon  Medical  TXmes  and 
Cfazette  who  states  that  he  has  administered  Chloroform,  in  at 
least  one  thousand  cases,  attributes  his  success  to  the  previous  ad- 
ministration of  a  glass  of  wine  or  spirits.  This,  he  adds,  does  not 
interfere  with  the  anaesthetic  influence  of  the  agent,  while  it  "  keeps 
up  the  action  of  the  heart  during  the  time  the  patient  is  under  chlo- 
roform, and  prevents  sinking." 


**  Excito-Secretory  System." — ^Dr.  Martyn  Paine,  Professor 
of  Materia  Medica  in  the  University  of  New  York,  asserts  that  ha 
has  taught  the  doctrines  lately  promulgated  by  Drs.  Campbell,  of 
Georgia,  and  Allen,  of  Michigan,  since  the  year  1841,  and  that  the 
aame  views  may  be  found  in  his  *'  Institutes  of  Medicine,"  published 
in  1847.  Further,  he  even  claims  that  he  anticipated  Dr.  Marshall 
Hall  in  the  idea  of  the  generalization  of  the  excito-motory  action 
throughout  the  system,  as  may  be  proved  by  a  refeience  to  the 
aame  work. 


Neuralgia. — ^Dr.  Thornton,  of  Texas,  reports  in  the  Xevf  Or- 
hans  Medical  News  and  Bospital  Gazette,  a  case  of  neuralgia  of  the 
left  side  of  the  head,  periodical  in  character,  cured  by  the  application 
of  tinctnre  of  iodine,  in  the  midst  of  a  paroxysm.    The  application 
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was  followed  by — V^.  sjr.  sarsaparil.,  com.  S^U-»  V^^^"^-  ><>^^  SU 
Of  this,  half  an  otmce  was  given  three  times  a  day,  and  the  tine- 
ture  was  applied  in  anticipation  of  an  attack. 


lODIKE  INJEOTIONS   DC  EMPTEMA. 

Prof.  Brainard  reports  in  the  November  number  of  the  JVori*- 

Westem  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^  a  case  of  empyema  aoc- 

cessfally  treated  by  the  above  means,  and  condndes  bis  report  by 

stating  that  he  *'  is  not  aware  that  injections  of  iodine  have  ereT 

been  nsed  or  recommended  in  this  country,  in  cases  of  empyema* 

heretofore."    Now  this  treatment  was  employed  both  by  Dr.  GJeo. 

Fries,  of  this  city,  and  the  editor,  in  September,  1855.    The  patient 

was  placed  by  Dr.  Fries  under  our  care,  during  his  absence,  for  a 

few  weeks,  from  the  city,  and  we  carried  out  the  iodine  injections, 

according  to  the  plan  which  he  had  already  pursued.     In  this  case 

the  empyema  was  the  result  of  a  wound  of  the  chest ;  and  although 

the  iodine  injections  seemed  to  diminish,   most  decidedly,  the 

amount  of  effused  matter,  other  complications  in  the  end  proved 

fatal.    We  used  a  mixture  of  greater  strength  than  that  eoh 

ployed  by  Dr.  Brainard.    We  give  his  formula : 

Br.  Iodine,  gr.  j. 

Potass.  lodid.  grs.  iij. 
Aq.  Destil.  Ji. 


If  past  experience  is  to  be  trusted  as  a  lesson  for  the  future,  we 
cannot  fail  to  learn  that  we  are  threatened  with  another  invasion  of 
Cholera;  and  that  it  will  arrive,  as  it  did  on  both  its  former 
attacks,  from  Hamburg.  Between  the  29th  of  August  and  the 
6th  of  September  there  were  249  cases,  of  which  136  proved  fatal. 
We  have  not  received  later  accounts  of  the  exact  number  of  cases 
and  deaths,  but  we  have  been  informed  that  the  mortality  has  been 
very  large.  Dr.  Webster,  in  his  late  Northern  tour,  followed  in 
the  track  of  the  pestilence  from  Koingsberg  westward.  He  de- 
scribes the  severity  of  the  epidemic  as  extreme.  At  Upsala  the 
University  had  been  closed,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants  had  fled. 
The  Board  of  Health,  then,  is  certainly  not  premature  in  issuing  a 
circular  of  precautionary  advice  to  Local  Boards  of  Health.  Clean- 
liness, ventilation,  pure  water,  are  the  great  objects — the  Public 
Health  Act,  the  Nuisances  Removal  Act,  and  the  Common  Lodging 
House  Act,  the  means  effecting  them.  We  trust  that  all  will  join 
cordially  in  assisting  the  Local  Boards  to  exercise  their  powers  to 
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the  fullest  extent,  in  the  hope  of  meeting  the  common  danger  ;  and, 
as  an  additional  precautionary  measure,  we  trust  that  the  most 
astringent  instructions  will  be  given  to  our  Custom  House  authori- 
ties to  prevent  a  direct  importation  of  the  disease.  We  are  per- 
fectly aware  of  all  the  arguments  against  quarantine  and  the  con- 
tagiousness of  cholera ;  but  we  still  think  that  it  would  be  a  most 
culpable  piece  of  neglect  and  infatuation  to  admit  cholera  patients 
arriving  from  Hamburg  or  elsewhere  to  unrestricted  intercourse 
with  the  inhabitants  of  any  of  our  ports. — Med,  Times  and  Oca. 

In  membranous  croup,  and  some  other  acute  diseases  of  children, 
emetic  tartar,  when  employed  to  a  certain  extent,  and  with  that 
caution  which  should  always  be  observed  when  administering  so 
powerful  an  agent,  is  an  invaluable  remedy ;  but  after  one  or  two 
exhibitions  of  this  remedy  some  other  agent  should  be  substituted, 
when  it  becomes  necessary  to  repeat  the  emetic  operation  in  the 
progress  of  this  disease. 

IBr.     Ant  et  Potass.  Tart.    -    •    -    gr.  j. 

Ipecacuanhse  pulv.        -     •    -     Bss. 

Aquce  tepidie       -        -    -    -     jiv. 
M.    Fiat  mistura,  sumat  cochleare  parv.  omnii.  borao  qnadrante 
^   ad  emesim. 

In  the  commencement  of  croup,  the  above  may  be  administered 
in  teaspoonful  dases,  once  in  five,  ten,  or  fifteen  minutes,  according 
to  the  urgency  of  the  symptoms,  until  vomiting  is  effected.     Should 
the  continuance  and  severity  of  the  disease  require  the  emetic  opera- 
tion to  be  several  times  repeated,  the  following  combination  may 
be  substituted.     We  have  found  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  certain, 
efficacious,  and  safe  emetics  that  can  be  administered. 
9r.    Zinci  Sulphatis     -     -     -     -    gr.  x. 
Ipecacuanhce  pulv.      -     -    -    9j- 
Aquae  tepidas         -    -     -     .     jiv. 
M.    Fiat  mistura. 
This  emetic  may  be  administered  under  the  same  circumstances 
as  the  preceding,  and  to  the  same  amount. 

Tdrfeth  Mineral  is  another  active  mineral  emetic,  much  em- 
ployed by  some  practitioners  in  England,  in  the  treatment  of  mem- 
braneous croup. 

Bome  years  ago  the  attention  of  the  profession  was  called  to 
the  properties  of  this  remedy  by  Dr.  Hubbard,  of  Maine,  who 
highly  recommends  it  as  a  certain  and  sure  remedy  in  croup. 
5r.     Hydrarg.  Sulph.  Flav.    -     -     -    gr.  x. 
Byrupi  Simplicis   -     -     -    -     .     J's* 
M.     Cap.  cochl.  parv.  j  omni  horas  quadrante,  ad  effectum. 

[Dr.  Horace  QreenJl 
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Obuquitt  of  the  Gravid  Womb. — The  predominance  of  rMt 
obliquity  of  tbo  gravid  womb  has  loog  defied  explanation.  Dr. 
B.  F.  Richardson,  Adjunct  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of 
Women,  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  attributes  it  to  the  pres- 
ence of  the  aorta,  which  lies  on  the  left  of  the  median  line,  sad 
*'  which,  during  life,  is  more  than  half  an  inch,  and  quite  resisdn^— 
exerting  a  mechanical  influence  sufficient  to  determine  that,  whid« 
in  its  absence,  watdd  be  undetermined," 

80  far  as  we  are  aware,  the  idea  is  original  with  Dr.  R.,  and  it 
is  very  plausible  ;  but  no  doubt  there  will  be  forty  elaimanU  for  tin 
honor  of  the  discovery* — Nisw  Orleans  Med.  yews  and  Hasp.  Gas, 

Cincinnati  Medical  Societt. — At  a  recent  meeting  of  this  Sod- 
ety.  Dr.  J.  S.  Dodge  was  elected  President,  Dr.  Thomas  Carroll, 
Vice  President,  Dr.  G.  A.  Dougherty,  Recording  Secretary,  Df. 
J.  R.  Atkins,  Corresponding  Secretary,  and  Dr.  TV>iiilinson,  Tna* 
surer. 


Obituabt. 

Dr.  Alexakdeb  Schub,  of  Madison,  Wis.,  died  on  tlie  Sth  of 
October.  This  was  the  first  death  in  the  ranks  of  our  professioat 
since  the  foundation  of  the  city.  A  meeting  of  the  Wiscoi 
Central  Medical  Association  was  held,  and  resolutions  passed 
memorative  of  the  worth  of  the  deceased.  Our  limits  pievettt 
their  insertion  in  detail. 

The  deaths  of  Drs.  James  Adet  Oqlb,  James  Wilson,  O'Bbus 

Bellinqham,  and  Robert  Keate,  Esq.,  are  recorded  in  our  foreiga 
files.  Dr.  Bellingham  was  widely  known  for  his  valuable  writiiigi 
on  the  treatment  of  aneurism  by  compression,  and  on  diseases  of 
the  heart.  He  had  just  finished  a  new  edition  of  the  latter  treatiss 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  Surgeon  to  the  St.  Vinceat'i 
Hospital,  Dublin,  and  Secretary  to  the  Surgical  Society  of  Ire- 
land. Mr.  Kcate  was  Sergeant  Surgeon  to  the  Queen,  the  higlh 
est  honor  which  cau  be  paid  to  a  British  surgeon.  The  venerable 
Travers  succeeds  to  this  honorable  post.  Our  neighbor  of  the 
Philadelphia  Medical  News  has  it,  through  a  mistake  of  the  prin- 
ters, that  Mr.  Travers  has  been  appointed  Sergeant  General  to  ths 
Queen  !  According  to  Johnson,  the  title  of  Sergeant  Surgeon  is 
sometimes  given  to  the  King's  servants,  and  he  gives  its  synonym 
as  servant  surgeon.  In  our  democratic  country  we  can  hardly  sp- 
preciate  the  honor  conferred  by  this  appointment. 

The  French  journals  are  deploring  the  loss  to  Military  Surgery, 
of  Felix  Jacquot,  who  having  attained  a  high  reputation,  fell  s 
victim  to  pneumonia,  at  the  early  age  of  38. 
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Some  Remarks  on  Db.  R.  R.  MoMeens*  Report  on  the  Towh- 
graphi/j  Hydrography y  Geology y  Meteorology y  Mortuary  oKa- 
tUticiy  Endemic  and  JSpidemio  DiseaseBy  of  Sandusky^ 
OhiOy  published  in  the  Transactions  of  Ohio  State  Medical 
Society,  1857 :  by  Ghas.  Cochran,  M.  D.,  Sandusky,  Ohio. 

The  treatment  of  diseases  in  hospitals  has  not  generally 
been  considered  quite  so  successful  as  in  private  practice. 
The  condition  of  patients  is  not  so  good,  nor  do  they  usually 
enter  the  hospital  and  become  subject  to  treatment  quite  so 
early,  as  the  like  number  of  patients  in  the  case  of  general 
practitioners.  When  epidemics  prevail,  however,  the  reverse 
ia  true,  and  he  who,  surrounded  by  well  trained  nurses,  and 
supplied  with  all  the  conveniences  found  in  a  well  furnished 
hospital,  contends  with  disease,  has  an  advantage  over  the 
general  practitioner,  who  finds  his  patients  in  the  midst  of 
panic-stricken  relatives  or  destitute  of  any  friendly  hand  to 
minister  to  their  necessities.  The  condition  of  such  patients 
during  the  prevalence  of  cholera  at  Sandusky  in  1849,  is 
graphically  described  in  the  report  the  title  of  which  stands 
at  the  head  of  this  article.  It  is  possible,  and  if  I  were  to  be 
guided  by  my  own  observation,  I  should  say  it  is  probable, 
that  the  writer  has  somewhat  overdrawn  the  picture.  That 
there  were  individual  cases  during  that  epidemic  that  were 
not  and  can  not  be  exaggerated,  is  too  true ;  but  that  the  de- 
scription is  correct  as  to  the  mass  of  cases,  my  observation 

xvin — 55. 
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leads  mc  to  doubt.     Daring  that  epidemic  I  was  pennittcd 
to  witness  not  a  few  cases  rf  beroic  selF-sacrificing  attentioi 
to  the  victims  of  the  disease — ^not  a  few  instances  of  toachiog 
devotion  and  watckful  oare  on  the  part- of  sympathizii^  rda- 
tif es  and  friends.    Bat  grant  that  ffll  the  cases  were  dms 
fortunate,  that  affectionate  relatives  and  kind  friends,  in  eveij 
instance,  were  ready  to  do  all  that  love  or  friendship  cooU 
do  to  relieve  the  sick,  it  still  remains  true,  that  a  well  famish* 
ed  hospital,  under  the  management  of  skillful  physicians  and 
intelligent   well-taught  nurses,  is   a   more   desirable  plaoe 
for  the  cholera  patient,  than  any  private  house,  with  numerotf 
relatives  and  friends  as  attendants,  unless  those  relatives  and 
friends  have  been  well-instructed,  or  had  experience,  in  tke 
management  of  the  disease.     There  were  no  such  nurses  ii 
Sandusky  in  1849,  and  those  who  became  victims  of  the  dii- 
ease  if  they  had  any  attendance,  had  only  that  of  inexperi- 
enced, and,  too  frequently,  panic-stricken  associated.    Us* 
fortunately,  the  reporter  could  not  write  from  his  own  p«^ 
sonal  knowledge.    He  was  compelled  to  depend  upon  othen 
for  bis  history  of  cholera  in  1849.     It  is  not  strange  that  \k 
report  should  contain  some  errors ;  the  report  contains  witiiii 
itself  evidence  that  its  author  did  not  design  to  do   injustios 
to  any  one.    On  page  165,  it  reads  as  follows : 

"  The  modes  of  treatment,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the 
physicians  from  abroad,  were  very  diverse  and  desultory,  and 
appear  to  have  been  in  a  great  measure  experimental  and 
unsatisfactory.  No  proper  attendance  or  administration  of 
medicine  could  be  secured  the  sick,  from  the  panic-strickcfl 
people,  and  the  disease  was  generally  permitted  to  pursue  its 
course  unrestrained,  or  as  often  aggravated  by  the  inte^fc^ 
ence  of  irresponsible  or  brandy-brave  interlopers.  Canon's 
cholera  mixture,  a  most  pernicious  but  popular  nostrum,  wai 
at  one  time  gratuitously  dispensed.  Hawthorn's  mixtim 
was  a  favorite  remedy  with  many,  and  various  other  reputed 
specifics  were  much  in  vogue.  Venesection  was  attempted  in 
a  few  instances.  Calomel  alone,  or  variously  combined  with 
astringent,  stimulant  or  narcotic  agents,  was  the  most  ordinaiy 
administrative  treatment.     Gonamon  salt,  pepper  and  viae* 
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gr,  or  "water,  in  small  or  emetic  doses,  were  sometimes  given, 
linine,  strychnine,  chloroform  and  Bird'»  charcoal  and  snl^ 
phur  pills  were  also  among  the  means  adopted." 

When  the  anther  speaks  of  the  modes  of  treatment  and  the 
reeults,  especially  as  compared  with  those  of  the  physicians 
abroad,  he  of  conrse  intends  to  speak  of  the  modes  adopted 
by  the  reeident  physicians  of  Sandnsky.  Early  in  the  som^ 
met  of  1849,  three  of  the  physicians  of  the  city  receired  ap^ 
pointments  a«  members  of  the  Board  of  Health.  They  had 
frequent  oonversations  with  each  other  and  with  the  other 
physicians  of  the  city  on  the  6ubje<it  of  the  proper  treatment 
of  cholera,  and  weeks  before  the  disease  made  its  appearance 
here,  the  essential  outlines  of  a  course  of  treatment  had  been 
agreed  upon,  I  understood  them  all  to  be  resolved  to  pursue 
that  course  of  treatment.  When  the  disease  actually  made 
its  appearance,  I  was  repeatedly  called  in  consultation  with 
the  other  physicians,  and  in  every  instance  when  so  called,  I 
saw  the  course  of  treatment  agreed  upon  carried  out  to  thb 
end,  viz:  Calomel  and  opium  alone  or  combined,  variousl]% 
to  meet  special  indications  supposed  to  be  present  in  the  par^ 
ticular  case.  It  is  not  true,  then,  that  the  modes  of  treats 
ment  were  very  diverge  and  denUtoryy  nor  were  they  in  any 
measure  experimenialy  however  unsatisfactory  they  may  have 
been.  That  the  disease  was  not  generally  permitted-  to  pup- 
iue  its  couroe  unreitrainedy  I  trust  by-and-by  evidence  wil 
not  be  wanting.  I  know  of  no  instance  when  erther  of  th^ 
six  then  resident  physicians  of  the  city  distributed  or  recom- 
mended Oanon*s  cholera  cordial,  or  any  other  nostrunu 
Hawthorn's  mixture  was  brought  here  by  some  of  the  phyri- 
0ian9  from  abroad^  anl  was  by  them  used.  It  was  tried  by» 
but  never  became  a  favorite  remedy  with,  any  of  our  pfay  siciantr. 
That  the  people  tried  all  sorts  of  nostrums  is  painfully  true^ 
but  for  this  the  physicians  are  not  responsible.  When  the 
disease  had  nearly  spent  its  force,  just  before  its  final  disap^ 
pearance  from  the  place,  there  were  cases  of  diarrhoea^  in 
wbkh  the  ef  aooatioiis  very  much  reeembled  those  in  cholera, 
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distinctly  intennittent  in  their  recurrencey  but  destitate  of 
erery  other  characterietio  of  miaamatic  diaeaae.  In  wmk 
caseb  quinine  was  used  with  good  snceeaa.  In  the  epidaaici 
that  have  prevailed  in  the  city  aince  1849, 1  hare  mat  vitfc 
the  aame  kind  of  cases,  and  haye  been  asaociated  with  the 
author  of  the  report  in  their  treatment  when  quinine  wai 
aacceasfully  used,  not  at  all  as  a  remedy  for  cholerm,  bat  aa  a 
apecific  for  intermittent  diseases  vrregiiarljf  developed.  I  de 
not  think  the  remedy  was  prescribed  in  a  aolitary  case  oC 
cholera  in  1849  within  the  eity,  except  aa  a  tonic  during  eon* 
valescence.  Since  that  year  I  have  seen  patienta  to  whoa 
the  article  had  been  given  in  large  dosea  and  small,  bat  I  ds 
not  remember  one  such  haying  recovered.  I  have  not  bcsa 
able  to  learn  by  diligent  inquiry,  that  atrychnine  waa  wed 
by  any  physician  in  the  city  in  the  treatment  of  cholera  pft* 
vious  to  its  administration  by  the  reporter  himaelf^  in  18SS. 

The  services  of  hard-working,  skillful  physioiana  eveiy« 
where,  have  been  too  long  unappreciated  by  the  public,  te 
permit  those  residing  in  Sandusky  in  1849,  to  give  a  pasang 
thought  to  the  estimate  which  may  have  been  placed  upon 
their  services  by  the  people  among  whom  they  dwelL  Bol 
when  from  the  tomb  of  long  forgetfulness  their  acta  are  dag 
up  and  the  skeleton  dragged  before  the  Ohio  State  Medical 
Society,  those  physicians  stand  amazed  at  the  hideous,  ill* 
shapen  garments  that  have  been  thrown  around  the  dry 
bon^  that  have  been  resurrected. 

The  then  resident  physicians  of  Sandusky  will  long  hold  ii 
grateful  remembrance  the  baud  of  philanthropists  who  camt 
to  their  assistance  during  the  prevalence  of  cholera  in  1849. 
Not  a  word  will  they  utter  in  disparagement  of  the  work  of 
mercy  which  they  wrought,  and  they  would  not  roluntarily 
have  had  their  labors  contrasted  with  those  of  the  heroic  vol- 
unteers who  joined  them  in  the  battle.  That  comparison  has 
been  made  by  one  who  at  the  time  was  not  a  resident  of  our 
city,  and  if  I  should  make  naked  facts,  substantiated  by  re- 
corded statistics,  take  the  place  of  his  general  aaaertiona,  I 
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trust  that  no  physician  interested  will  feel  himself  aggrierec!, 
<Hr  that  any  injustice  has  been  done.  The  business  of  our 
physicians  at  the  time  was  limited  only  by  their  ability  to 
perform  it.  They  visited  and  prescribed  for  all  the  patients 
they  could.  Almost  the  entire  community  experienced  sen- 
sations of  mal  ai$e  to  such  a  degree  that  every  symptom  was 
closely  watched,  and  the  physician  was  called  upon  the  first 
appearance  of  disease.  The  number  of  patients  visited  and 
prescribed  for,  for  these  premonitory  symptoms  was  much 
larger  than  for  fully  developed  cholera.  My  friend  Dr. 
Tilden,  now  President  of  Ohio  State  Medical  Society,  re- 
cently informed  me  that  on  the  27th  of  July,  1849,  he  visited 
and  prescribed  for  seventy-six  different  patients,  only  a  small 
portion  of  whom  were  cholera  cases.  On  the  29th  of  July^ 
when  the  disease  was  more  fatal  than  ever  before  or  since, — 
the  day  on  which  the  reporter  is  pleased  to  say  .that  I.^^  was 
left  alone  and  stood  steadfast  and  unfaltering"*  at  my  post, 
I  myself  visHed  and  prescribed  for  more  than  forty  persons 
besides  those  that  day  reported  as  cases  of  cholera-  Ui^fortu- 
nately,  all  the  facts  can  not  now  be. collected.  The  history  o 
the  labors  of  most  of  the  physicians  from  abroad  is  recorded 
only  in  the  grateful  recollections  of  the  recipients  of  their 
kindness.  The  only  written  history  of  their  labors  to  which 
I  am  able  to  refer,  is  the  daily  journal  kept  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Cholera  Hospital,  which  was  opened  on  the 
first  day  of  August,  1849.  This  hospital  was  under  the  care 
of  friend  Baily,  as  Superintendent,  Dr.  C.  A.  Caroland, 
Besident  Physician,  and  Dr.  E.  P.  Straden,  Oonsnlting  Phy- 
sician, with  well-trained-  and  experienced  nurses,  all  of  whom 
had  been  connected  with  one  of  the  tnost  efficient  cholera 
hospitals  of  Cinoinnati.  They  came  here  with  all  the  expe- 
rience that  could  be  gained  during  the  prevalence  of  a  severe 
epidemic  in  that  city.  I  will  not  do  these  gentlemen  the  in- 
justice to  intimate  that  they  were  less  successful  in  the  treat- 
ment of  cholera  than  tha  other  physicians  from  abroad. 
I  will  give  an  abstract  of  th«  Hospital  Journal,  showing 
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the  number  admitted  eyery  day  and  the  final  result  of  the 
treatment  I  have  been  credibly  informed  that  a  few  of  the 
patients  admitted  were  suffering  from  diseaeea  other  thia 
Cholerai  but  as  the  number  of  such  is  unknown,  they  wiO 
all  be  considered  as  cholera  cases. 

Among  the  physicians  of  the  city  the  only  record  withia 
jxkj  reach,  and,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  only  one  made,  is  thai 
kept' by  myself,  an  abstract  of  which  I  will  gire,  showing 
the  same  facts  disclosed  by  the  Hospital  Journal. 

Sandusky  City  Hospital  opened  the  1st  day  of  8th  month, 
184». 

RESULTS  OF  TRBATMKNT. 

When  admitted.   No.  AdmiUed.  No.  Deaths.      No.  Carii. 
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Cases  of  Cholera  treated  by  Chas.  Cochran,  M.  D.,  Sandusky,  0 

RESULTS  OF  TREATMENT. 

When  Treatment       No.        No.  of        No. 

Commenced.       Treated.    Deaths.     Cured.      Obsenratioas. 
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When  Treatment 
OommeDced. 
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From  the  foregoing  table  it  does  not  appear  that  the  results 
of  treatment  were  any  less  satisfactory  before  than  after  the 
arrival  of  the  physicians  from  abroad.  If  we  turn  to  page 
164  of  the  Report,  we  find  the  following  mortuary  statistics  : 

From  July  20th  to  23d  there  were  21  deaths. 
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Several  of  the  physicians  from  abroad  arrirad  here  darii^ 
the  night  of  the  29th  of  July.  On  the  morning  of  the  SOth 
as  early  as  4  o'clock  A.  M.,  I  saw  some  of  them  at  the  bed- 
side of  the  sick.  Many  of  them  left  the  city  on  the  lltk 
of  August.  IS  we  add  the  numbers  up  to  Joly  29thy  wt 
have  the  total  number  of  one  hundred  abd  fifty-seven  deaths. 
From  July  30th  to  August  11,  there  were  one  hundred  and 
forty*two  deaths,  showing  fifibeen  more  to  hare  died  during 
the  former  than  the  latter  period,  but  does  this  prove  the 
treatment  to  have  been  leiss  successful  ?  By  no  means.  As 
early  as  the  19th  of  July,  one  of  the  most  skillfol  resident 
physicians  was  prostrated  by  disease,  from  which  he  did  not 
recover  for  several  months,  and  before  the  28th  two  more 
were  taken  sick.  To  me,  a  more  reasonable  deduction  from 
the  above  table,  is,  that  twenty  or  twenty-five  skillful  physi- 
cians can  combat  a  severe  epidemic  more  efficiently  than 
three  or  six,  though  the  modes  of  treatmept  may  be  no  more 
appropriate. 

Thus  far  I  have  spoken  only  of  the  eomparative  results  of 
treatment.  It  has  been  shown  to  have  been  at  least  as  good 
before  as  after  the  arrival  of  the  physicians  from  abroad. 
The  reporter  asserts  that  ^^  the  disease  was  generally  per* 
mitted  to  pursue  its  course  unrestrained.''  It  may  be,  that 
he  intended  to  declare,  that  throughout  the  whole  epidemic 
the  efforts  of  the  physicians  were  of  no  avail,  that  death 
claimed  its  victims  as  surely  and  as  frequently  as  it  would 
have  done  had  there  been  no  physicians  here.  If  this  was 
his  intention  we  should  scarcely  expect  to  hear  him  say 
(pages  168-9)  of  the  treatment  adopted  by  himself  in  the 
cholera  hospital  under  his  charge,  in  1852, 

^*  The  above  simple  course  of  medication  has  been  the  most 
satisfactory  to  myself  of  any  plan  adopted,  in  previous  as 
well  as  the  present  visitation  of  cholera,  and  been  as  success- 
ful in  results  as  any  practice  I  have  seen  piirsued  by  others. 
And  should  a  like  recurrence  of  the  epidemic  require  my 
services,  would  rely  upon  the  same  plan  in  preference  to  any 
other  yet  recommended." 
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For  if  we  turn  to  page  167  we  find  the  following :  ^*  During 
this  period  (from  July  Slst  to  Sept.  16th)  there  were  admit- 
ted (to  the  hospital)  87  cases  of  cholera.  Five  of  this  num- 
ber were  in  articulo  mortis  when  received  and  consequently 
had  no  further  attention  than  removal  upon  demise ;  57  were 
discharged  cured  or  convalescenti  and  20  deaths  occurred  in 
all :''  which  being  tabulated,  reads  : 

Cases  admitted 87 

Cases  treated 82 

Cases  dischai^ged  cured 57 

Deaths  from  those  treated 25 

Per  cent,  of  deaths 80|} 

On  page  170  he  gives  the  results  of  his  private  practice,  as 

follows : 

No.  of  cases  treated 74 

No.  dischaiged  cured 51 

No.  of  deaths 23 

Per  cent,  of  deaths 81^ 

These  results  are  so  Yiear  those  of  1849  that  they  do  not 
particularly  recommend  the  ^'  modes  of  treatment  **  by  which 
they  were  obtained. 

The  following  is  the  treatment  referred  to  by  Dr.  McMeens, 
(Trans,  pp.  167, 168.) 

*^  The  usual  mode  of  treatment  adopted  ditfered  somewhat 
in  accordance  with  the  prominent  indications  and  stage  of 
the  disease  presented  at  the  time  of  reception.  When  seen 
at  an  early  period  10  to  12  grs.  of  calomel  were  given  at  an 
interval  of  one  or  two  hours,  as  the  urgency  of  the  case  de- 
manded. If  this  failed  to  arrest  the  vomiting  and  purging 
at  once,  it  was  subsequently  continued  by  throwing  the  qr. 
to  a  hf.  gr.  of  dry  calomel  upon  the  tongue  every  five,  ten, 
or  fifteen  minutes,  and  swallowed  by  means  of  crushed  ice 
dissolved  in  the  mouth,  which  was  liberally  allowed,  and 

Satefullv  served  to  assuage  the  ever  present  torments  of 
irst.  This  was  alternated,  occasionally,  with  1  or  two  drops 
of  laudanum  administered  in  the  same  way,  while  cataplasms 
of  mustard  and  vinegar  were  freely  applied  over  the  prsecor- 
dia,  and  to  the  abdomen,  between  the  shoulders,  and  to  the 
extremities.  Frictions  with  the  uncovered  hand,  or  coarse 
flannel  slightly  saturated  with  some  warm  and  stimulating 
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liniment  or  embrooation,  were  Tigoronsly  applied  apon  parts 
afflicted  with  cramps.  These  measures  were  steadily  pur- 
sued until  the  more  violent  symptoms  moderated,  or  a  change 
in  the  character  of  the  discharges  effected. 

^^  At  the  same  time  any  auxiliary  adaptation  to  incidentil 
indications  were  promptly  adopted.  If  any  degree  of  pain 
or  tormina  existed,  or  the  discharge  ejected  with  preterna- 
tural force,  they  were  measurably  controlled  by  injeetioni  of 
acetate  of  lead.aud  laudanum,  by  compressing  a  towel  wmng 
out  of  cold  water  to .  the  fundament  or  what  proved  in  a 
number  of  cases  decidedly  effective,  was  the  introdaciien  of 
anodvne  suppositories,  composed  of  opium  alone,  or  com- 
binea  with  tannin,  and  repeated  as  often  as  expelled ;  i 
recumbent  and  quiescent  position  of  body  was  also  strictly 
enjoined. 

^^  The  above  measures  sufficed,Jn.a  large  proportion  of  cases, 
to  arrest  the  violence  of  the  disease,  and  reaction  more  or 
less  actively  supervened,  after  the  complete  establishment  of 
which  moderate  doses  of  castor  oil  or  syrup  rhei  were  given 
until  feculent  and  sufficient  discharges  were  obtained ;  while 
iced  milk,  chicken  broth,  beef  tea,  or  rice  in  different  fomsi 
were  allowed  as  recuperative  agents  and  diet. 

^^  In  a  lirge  majority  of  the  fatal  cases,  death  ensued  as  the 

result  of  secondary  sequences,  supervening  upon  the  most 
flattering  evidence  of  rapid  recovery. 

"  The  character  of  these  sequences  resembled  most  closely 
the  symptoms  of  an  asthenic  form  of  meningitis.  Insidiously 
approaching  by  a  gradual  disposition  to  drowsiness,  dullness 
of  perception,  and  listless  indifference,  and  soon  disclosing  a 
grade  of  febrile  action,  with  tense  and  quick  pulse,  furred 
tongue,  incessant  jactitation,  and  developing  a  character  of 
peculiar  dementation,  eventually  terminating  in  deep  and  un- 
relenting coma,  and  slow  but  subsequent  death. 

"  This  embarrassing  and  inplacable  condition  was  presumed 
to  depend  upon  the  great  loss  of  serum  sustained  by  the 
circulation,  and  the  consequent  inspissation,  congestion,  or 
diffused  irritation  in  the  vessels  or  investments  of  the  bra  n. 
The  remedies  resorted  to  for  the  relief  of  this  state  of  the 
complaint,  consisted  cheifly  in  refrigerant  diaphoretics,  re- 
storative diluents,  and  the  application  of  blisters,  but  rarely 
with  any  beneficial  results,  and  recoveries  were  only  realised 
through  a  long,  protracted  and  perilous  convalescence. 
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^*  It  was  also  dearly  asoertaiDed,  that  such  as  had  been  sub- 
jected to  the  indiscrimate  adbibition  of  cholera  nostrums, 
previous  to  admission,  more  rapidly  relapsed  into  this  state, 
than  those  who  had  received  no  attention  whatever,  an  obvious 
bet  of  the  detrimental  effects  of  the  ingredients  usually 
incbrporated  in  the  specifics  so  highly  extolled  and  coveted 
by  the  people.  The  same  results  were  also  observed  to  follow 
the  free  exhibition  of  opium  in  any  form,  which  only  served 
to  prolong  the  cure,  or  completely  eztinquish  what  little 
vitality,  or  "  vis  medaeatrix  natura,"  that  was  not  already 
expended  in  the  violent  exertions  of  the  disease." 

Following  these  statistics,  there  is  what  may  be  termed  the 

author's  theory  of  cholera,  which  I  quote  without  comment  from 

page  169. 

^^  I  consider  the  nature  of  the  primary  impression  to  con- 
sist in  an  action  of  direct,  deadly,  and  general  sedation, 
induced  by  some'subtle  and  mexpUcable  atmosphere 
tion,  or  electrical  production,  introduced  through  the  function 
of  respiration,  into  the  elementary  constitution  of  t]ie  blood, 
altering  and  destroying  its  corpuscular  arrangement  and 
organiiation,  essentially  establishing  a  blood  disorder.  And 
when  a  sufficient  dissemination  and  maturation  of  the  poison 
has  taken  place,  its  lethiferous  influence  is  evolved^  and  dif- 
fused over  the  didtail  and  sentient  systeni  of  the  whole  eco- 
nomy, and  from  thence  irradiating  to '  the  great  nervous 
centres  of  both  animal  and  organic  life,  distracting  their 
integrity*  and  resultiog  in  a  morbid.  Impaired,  and  irregular 
teflection  of  general  mervation,  subverting  functions,  and 
ultimately  paralyzing  yitalisation  in  all  tegumentary,  vascu- 
lar-and  nervous  tissue,  thereby  inducing  congestion,  corrupt- 
ing cohesion,  and  exciting  general  irritation,  and-  conse- 
auently  developing  all  the  striking  phenomena  displayed  by 
le  disease,,  as  .exce38ive  serous  transudation,  peripheral  con- 
traction, inordinate  muscular  .  action,  enfeebled  innei^ation, 
deficient  calorification,  and  extreme  exhaustion." 

On  the  next  page  we  find 

**  Cholera  of  1854. — The  cholera  reappeared  in  Sandusky 
in  1854,  but  scarcely  reached  an  epidemic  character.  The 
large  majority  of  cases  were  among  the  recently  arrived 
emigrants,  seafaring  men,  oi  refugees  from  other  places,  and 
only  occurred  among  our  citizens  in  isolated  attacks^  at  con- 
siderable intervals." 
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In  1854  there  was  appointed  a  Health  Inspector  for  eaA 
ward  of  the  city  ;  one  of  the  duties  of  which  officer  was 
to  visit  his  ward,  ascertain  the  character  of  any  sickness 
that  might  occori  and  rtpoH  daily  to  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Health  every  death  that  occurred  from  cholera 
within  his  district.  These  daily  reports  were  immediately 
put  on  record.  The  original  entries  thus  made  are  in  my 
possession,  giving  the  name  of  the  deceased,  the  street  and 
number  of  the  house  where  the  death  occurred,  and  some 
other  facts  which  it  may  be  of  interest  to  notice* 

ABSnUOT  FROM  BBCOEDS  OF  BOARD  OF  HBALTB  OF  BAMDCWMX^ 

FOR  Tmc  TSAR  1854. 

Whole  number  of  deaths-from  Oholera 88 

Of  which  died  on  vessels  before  arrival  here  •  •     8 

Emigrants 14 

Besidents  of  the  city 86 


Childrei 19 

Adulto 64 


Germans 61 

Irish 17 

Colored 2 

Americans 18 


The  following  extract  from  Mr.  Cochran's  Report  gives  a 
summary  of  his  mode  of  treatment  and  its  results  : 

RBCAPITOLATIOK  OF  OASES  DETAILED  AT  LENGTH  IH  THB  RKPORT. 

Whole  number  admitted 21 

In  articulo  mortis  when  acthiitted 3 

Whole  number  treatrd 18 

Collapsed  cases 11 

Deaths 6 

Recoveries 15 

"  The  cases  treated  in  private  practice  were  similar  to 
those  in  the  hospital,  except  that  they  were  seen  at  an  ear- 
lier stage  of  the  disease ;  the  treatment  was  precisely  the 
same. 

^*  Number  of  cases  treated  in  private  practice  were  32; 
deaths  4;  recoveries  2S. 
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*^  The  foregoing  were  reported,  simply  because  the  writer 
supposes  the  only  way  to  arrive  at  the  proper  method  4yf 
treating  the  disease,  is  by  comparing  the  cases  of  each. 

'^  In  all  the  earlier  epidemics,  patients  in  the  stage  of  col* 
lapse,  were  considered  nopeless,  and  left  to  their  fate. 

^'  In  the  year  1849,  Dr.  Ayer,  of  England,  published  in 
the  Lancet  a  series  of  articles  on  the  pathology  and  treatment 
of  epidemic  cholera,  and  reported  cases,  illustrating  his  great 
success  in  treating  them  in  the  collapsed  stage  of  the  disease. 
In  the  American  reprint  of  that  journal,  vol.  9,  page  118,  the 
Doctor  says : 

^^  Calomel,  therefore,  in  the  minute  doses  of  one  or  two 
grs.,  with  a  drop  or  two  of  laudanum  to  assist  the  stomach  to 
retain  it,  and  given  every  five  or  ten  minutes,  was  my  s(de 
remedy  in  the  stage  of  collapse." 

^^  This  system  of  treatment  was  justly  hailed  by  the  pro* 
fession  as  a  decided  improvement  upon  any  practice  then 
known.  By  it  not  a  few  were  rescued  from  impending  death; 
but  too  frequently  in  the  cases  within  my  observation,  when 
the  hopes  of  friends  and  attendants  were  raised  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  reaction,  after  a  brief  period  of  apparent  amend* 
ment,  the  patient  would  yield  to  uncontrollable  stupor,  and 
sooner  or  later  sink  with  all  the  symptoms  of  congestion  of 
the  brain,  or  possibly  recover  after  a  long  course  of  consecu- 
tive fever  of  a  typhoid  type. 

*^The  repeated  disappointn^ents  attending  this  mixsd  treat- 
ment, and  the  experience  gained  by  a  somewhat  extensive 
practioe  in  th^  epidemics  of  '48  and  '63,  and  '54,  have  finally 
produced,  in  my  mind,  the  entire  conviction,  that  the  opiates 
are  dangerous  agents  in  the  treatment  of  the  collapsed  stage, 
and  my  conviction  of  the  inutility  of  their  use  in  any  stage 
of  the  disease,  is  no  less  clear. 

**  There  is  no  doubt  that  many  cases  of  incipient  cholera 
may  be  cut  short  at  once  by  a  resort  to  opiates.  But  a  dis- 
tinguished physician  Arom  a  neighboring  city,  who  did  good 
service  during  the  epidemic  in  our  city  in  1848,  and  advo- 
cated Hawthorne's  method  of  treating  cholera,  acknowledged 
to  me  that  if  he  failed  to  strangle  the  disease  by  the  first  dose 
of  medicine,  the  probability  of  recovery  was  bat  small ;  and 
my  own  experience  not  only  satisfies  me  that  his  remark  was 
oorrect,  but  that  if  diarrhoeas  treated,  during  prevalence  of 
oholera,  by  opium  in  any  form,  was  not  ciHred  immediately, 
the  succeeding  stages  of  confirmed  cholera  was  much  less  man- 
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ageabTe  than  similar  eases  where  no  opmm  had  been  giyen. 

<^Tbe  most  nnmanageable  cases  witn  which  I  have  met, 
have  been  those  that  treated  themselves  for  a  time,  with  Uii« 
dannm,  or  some  of  the  numerous  cholera  mixtures  that  are  to 
be  found  in  the  drug  stores,  and  recommended  as  specifics. 

^^In  conclusion  I  may  state  my  views  thus.  In  the  form- 
ing stage  of  cholera  give  full  dosea^of  calomel,  and  if  one  or 
two  doses  do  not  check  the  disease,  and  the  patient  ap- 
proaches the  stage  of  collapse,  resort  to  minute  doses  of  the 
same  medicine,  at  intervals  of  five  or  ten  minutes,  and  con- 
tinue without  interruption  until  reaction  is  establishedi  or  all 
hope  has  departed. 

^^  By  this  treatment,  when  reaction  comes  on^  ms  come  it 
will,  if  any  medicine  now  known  will  effect  that  end,  the  core 
is  effected,  nothing  further  being  required  ezoept  gentle 
aperients  and  ^propriate  diet." 


A  Case  of  Procidentia  Uteri.    By  Thoicas  Ca&boll,  M.  D.^ 

Cincinnati. 

Mrs.  ,  a  German,  aged  34  years,  was  delivered  ia 
September,  of  a  etill-bom  child.  The  presentation  was  that 
of  the  breech,  and  was  attended  by  the  following  circum- 
stances :  The  labor  was  tedious,  extending  through  seventy- 
two  hours.  A  midwife  was  in  attendance  for  some  thirty-six 
hours,  when  Dr.  M.  was  called,  who  soon  after  had  Dr.  S. 
called  in  consultation.  One  of  these  doctors,  I  am  informed, 
had  once  been  a  horse  doctor,  but  on  coming  to  this  free 
country,  turned  his  skill  toward  the  human  subject.  Of  the 
acquirements  of  the  other,  I  know  but  little. 

I  was  informed  that  the  os  uteri  dilated  slowly,  notwith- 
standing that  it  was  a  second  labor.  The  doctors  waited  for 
some  twenty-four  hours,  and  then  determined  to  deliver  by 
force.  The  woman  was  placed  on  the  edge  of  a  bed,  with  an 
assistant  behind,  and  one  on  each  side ;  the  operator  in  front 
with  an  old  woman  behind  him,  holding  his  waist  to  aid  him 
in  pulling.  In  due  time  the  child  was  delivered,  with  a 
broken  thigh  and  arms ;  but  the  head  still  attached  to  the 
body. 
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The  operator  now  withdrew  the  placenta ;  in  doing  whieh, 
he  drew  the  uterus  without  the  labia,  but  soon  returned  it. 
Hie  violence  was,  however,  so  great,  that  a  complete  proci- 
dentia immediately  recurred,  and  continued  until  Dr.  M., 
who  was  not  the  operator,  returned  some  day  or  two  after. 
The  patient  requested  an  examination  of  her  situation,  but 
was  told  that  it  was  not  necessary,  and  that  he,  the  doctor, 
had  seen  enough  of  such  localities.  No  further  effort  was 
made  to  get  the  doctor  to  examine  into  the  nature  of  the 
case.  The  poor  woman  kept  her  bowels  occasionally  open 
by  an  electuary,  and  began,  after  a  few  weeks,  to  take  care 
of  her  room.  She  was,  however,  aided  by  her  neighbors  in 
the  matter.  The  uterus  remained  without  the  labia  during 
eight  weeks,  at  the  end  of  which  she,  by  her  own  efforts,  suc- 
ceeded in  pressing  it  into  its  natural  positioh,  but  it  would 
stay  only  during  the  application  of  the  hand,  and  while  she 
was  in  a  horizontal  position.  When  she  walked  or  stood  up, 
the  prolapsus  was  as  complete  as  at  first. 

Two  weeks  after  she  had  succeeded  in  returning  the  organ, 
I  was  called,  and  found  a  complete  procedentia.  The  size  of 
the  uterus  when  I  returned  it,  was  almost  that  of  a  cocoa-nut. 
The  color  of  the  lower  part  was  dark  mucus,  this  coloi''  ex- 
tended about  half  way  up  the  organ,  but  gradually  lessened 
a   it  ascended.     The  os  was  natural,  and  was  not  abraded. 

I  returned  it  to  its  natural  position,  and  retained  it  in  $iiu 
by  a  very  large  gum  elastic  pessary;  for  a  small  one  had  little 
effect.  The  vagina  was  washed  out  by  a  strong  solution  of 
alum  water,  before  the  introduction  of  the  pessary,  and  con- 
tinued for  a  few  weeks,  twice  a  day,  with  the  pessary  either 
in  or  out.  The  patient  was  directed  to  withdraw  the  pessary 
every  few  days,  and  have  it  well  cleansed  and  oiled.  She  has 
measurably  attended  to  my  directions,  with  the  exception  of 
not  trying  smaller  pessaries  which  I  have  wished.  As  her 
husband  has  been  living  in  Nashville  ever  since  her  confine- 
ment, she  left,  the  other  day,  to  join,  declaring  herself  wall, 
but  she  still  continued  the  instrument,  and  the  sponging 
with  alum. 
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Inteniitial  Pregnancy  with  rupture  and  internal  hemarrlagt. 
Acute  Puerperal  Mania.  Translated  far  ike  Weetem 
Lancety  from  Virchow's  Geeammette  Abhandlungen  swr 
wissenschaftlichen  Medecin^    By  J.  C.  R. 

The  patient,  whose  history  and  disease  is  the  subject  of 
this  paper,  was  admitted  into  Julias  Hospital  with  the  ap- 
pearances of  acate  mania  and  a  typhoid  fever,  and  was  sap- 
posed  to  have  suffered  an  abortion.  The  poet  mortem  exam- 
ination proved,  that  instead  of  an  external,  she  had  had  ta 
internal  abortion ;  and  further  inquiries  made  in  referetioe  to 
her,  furnished  a  history  which  harmonized  with  the  facts. 

Eva  Keller,  aged  27,  entered  the  insane  ward  of  the  hos- 
pital, on  the  80th  of  July,  1855.  Her  grandparents,  her 
father  and  sister  had  suffered  from  periodical  attacks  of  men- 
tal alienation.  She  has  been  married  nineteen  months,  and 
in  January,  1865,  gave  birth,  after  a  tedious  labor  with 
breech  presentation,  to  her  first  child  which  lived  but  a  few 
days.  The  second  pregnancy  seems  to  have  commenced 
toward  the  end  of  March,  and  proceeded  without  any  thing 
unusual,  except  that  she  was  more  quarrelsome  than  usual, 
until  the  14th  of  July,  when  being  at  work  in  the  fields  she 
fell  down  suddenly,  complaining  of  violent  pains  in  the  ad- 
domen,  vomited,  and  had  convulsions,  during  which  the 
thumbs  were  drawn  into  the  palms  of  the  hands,  and  she 
lost  consciousness.  This  condition  lasted  about  two  hours , 
the  patient  was  taken  home  in  a  wagon,  making  violent  com- 
plaints of  pain  in  the  abdomen;  and  the  physician  who  visited 
her  found  her  with  sunken  temperature,  small  pulse,  constant 
pain  in  the  abdomen,  etc.f  The  next  day  peritonitis  ensued. 
Four  or  five  days  after  this  attack,  a  sanguineus  flow  from 
the  genitals  commenced,  with  the  discharge  of  brawny,  fleshy 

*  This  work,  published  last  year,  is  a  collection  of  papers  upon  Tarioos 
subjects,  which  haye  appeared  from  time  to  time  in  the  journals  and  tkt 
transactions  of  societies,  together  with  some  which  have  never  appeared 
in  print  before.  The  case  and  remarks  here  given  belong  to  the  latter 
class. 

t  We  omit  the  appearances  found  upon  examination  after  death,  tzocfi 
those  relating  to  the  extra-uterine  pregnancy. 
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masses ;  the  abdominal  pains  and  the  fever  continued.  Four- 
teen days  after  the  first  seizure,  an  attack  of  mania  with  vio- 
lent delirium  set  in,  which  in  the  course  of  an  hour  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  return  of  the  unconsciousness.  The  maniacal 
condition  continued,  with  but  short  intervals,  until  her  death. 

Upon  entrance  the  patient  was  found  with  pale  lips,  white 
coat  on  the  tongue,  a  small  and  frequent  pulse,  and  suffering 
from  diarrhoea,  having  several  evacuations  daily.  In  the 
lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  a  slightly  movable  tumor  could 
be  felt,  which  extended  from  the  right  hypogastric  region 
almost  to  the  umbilicus;  it  was  nearly  spherical,  being  some- 
what broad  at  its  upper  part;  fullness  on  percussion  in  the 
ileo-ccecal  region.  The  os  uteri  was  fissured  and  admitted 
the  point  of  the  finger.  The  patient's  mental  condition 
Varied  much ;  at  one  time  she  gave  rational  answers  to  ques- 
tions and  permitted  an  examination,  the  next  moment  she 
would  not  allow  herself  to  be  touched,  and  raved  wildly. 
Her  condition  became  worse,  until  the  8th  of  August,  when 
she  gradually  sunk  and  died. 

In  the  abdomen  was  found  a  very  anomalous  position  of 
the  intestines.  The  transverse  colon  pushed  upward  and 
backward,  lying  between  the  stomach  and  liver ;  the  ascend- 
ing colon  likewise  bent  and  pressed  out  of  its  usual  position. 
Almost  all  the  intestines  in  the  pelvis  and  the  right  side  of 
abdomen,  were  connected  together  by  black  colored  adhe- 
sions, so  that  they  bounded  a  large  tumor,  which  extended 
from  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  through  the  right  iliac  region, 
up  as  high  as  the  liver.  On  opening  it,  it  was  found  to  consist 
mostly  of  a  cavity  containing  a  considerable  quantity  of  thin 
fluid  blood,  at  its  lowest  point  which  extended  across  the 
pelvis  to  the  left  iliac  fossa,  were  some  large  clots.  Imme- 
diately below  the  liver  lay  a  male  foetus,  six  and  a  half  inches 
long,  well  formed  but  of  deep  red  color,  attached  by  mean^  of 
a  very  thick  and  but  little  twisted  cord  to  a  large  ball-shaped 
placental  mass,  situated  before  and  under  the  promontory  of 

xvin — 56. 
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the  sacram.  At  the  upper  and  back  part  of  the  caritj,  a 
smooth,  thin  membrane  was  easily  made  oat,  adhering  closelj 
to  the  liver,  coecum  and  colon,  and  presenting  a  long,  per- 
pendicular rent  behind;  "below,  it  could  not  be  followed,  the 
viscera  of  the  pelvis  and  abdomen  having  adhered  so  as  to 
form  an  inseparable  mass. 

The  whole  sac,  foetus  and  appendages,  with  the  pelvic 
viscera  were  then  removed.  The  vagina  was  normal,  pre- 
senting slight  venus  congestions ;  the  os  vieri  somewhat  open 
and  filled  with  a  projecting  plug  of  tough,  striated  mucus; 
the  uterus  two  and  a  half  inches  long,  very  flabby,  its  walb 
on  an  average  seven  lines  thick ;  its  cavity  filled  with  a  red- 
dish gray  fluid;  its  mucous  membrane  everywhere  very  thin, 
uneven,  slightly  granular  as  after  parturition.  On  the  left 
side  the  ovary  could  be  separated  from  the  clots  and  adhe- 
sions; it  was  much  flattened,  two  and  three-quarter  inches 
long,  and  presented  a  small  and  degenerated  corpus  luteum 
projecting  two  lines  from  the  surface  with  white  center  and 
yellow  border ;  the  fallopian  tube  could  also  be  isolated  and 
was  normal  in  its  whole  length.  On  the  contrary  no  trace 
of  the  opening  of  the  tube  of  the  right  side  could  be  foand 
from  the  uterine  cavity ;  even  the  corresponding  angle  of  the 
uterus  was  obliterated ;  occupying  the  region  of  the  tube  and 
closing,  the  opening  was  a  pedicle  or  stalk,  of  two  inches  in 
length,  and  gradually  increasing  from  one-half  to  one  inch 
in  thickness,  upon  which  was  placed  the  placenta;  this  was 
two  and  a  half  inches  thick  and  three  by  four  wide,  its  sur- 
face smooth  and  covered  with  membranes,  but  presenting  a 
depression,  dividing  it  into  a  larger  and  smaller  portion, 
which  gave  attachment  to  a  ligamentous  band  which  ex- 
tended to  the  intestinal  mass  above;  its  edges  being  reflected 
down  around  the  pedicle,  gave  it  a  spherical  form,  and  the 
whole  structure  was  of  a  coarse,  mushroom  or  fungus  shape. 
From  below  and  behind  the  uterus,  I  succeeded  in  finding 
the  other  ovary,  which  was  two  inches  long,  firm  and  solid, 
and  had  a  corpus  luteum  two  and  a  quarter  by  two  and  a  half 
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lines  in  dimension,  witli  a  very  firm,  white  fibrous  interior 
and  a  broad,  yellow  border.  The  ligament  of  the  ovary  was 
inserted  into  the  outer  end  of  the,  placental  pedicle,  immedi- 
ately under  the  placenta  itself.  The  ala  vesperUlumia  normal. 
I  did  not  succeed  in  finding,  certainly,  the  abdominal  end  of 
the  right  tube :  I  found  only  a  portion  of  the  canal,  three 
and  a  half  lines  long,  which  was  evidently  cut  off  close  to  the 
fimbrise  in  taking  out  the  preparations,  for  it  was  here  wide 
and  presented  folds  corresponding  to  its  length,  and  some  of 
the  fringes  remained.  Nevertheless,  it  was  clear  that  the 
pregnancy  was  not  one  of  the  abdominal  end  of  the  tube,  for 
this  whole  part  lay  outside  of,  although  close  to  the  foetal 
membranes.  Toward  the  placenta  the  canal  became  nar- 
rower, and  in  its  immediate  neighborhood  it  was  impossible 
to  follow  it. 

After  it  was  thus  established  that  the  placenta  was  entirely 
separated  from  the  ovary  as  well  as  from  the  greatest  part 
of  the  tube,  the  question  which  next  arose,  was  whether  the 
pregnancy  had  not  taken  place  in  an  anomalous  horn  of  the 
uterus.  But  nothing  resembling  a  tUerus  bi-camU  could  be 
eeen ;  I  divided,  therefore,  the  placenta,  together  with  the 
pedicle,  and  found  that  the  latter  was  formed  entirely  of 
tissue  which  exactly  resembled  the  parenchyma  of  the  uterus, 
and  it  was  provided  with  large  and  numerous  vessels,  dilated 
into  sinuses,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  uteros  at  the  situa- 
tion of  the  placenta,  and  into  these  cavernous  sinuses  the 
tufts  of  the  placenta  dipped. 

It  was  impossible  to  discover  any  cavity  in  the  placental 
pedicle  communicating  with  the  interior  of  the  uterus;  and  I 
will  only  add,  that  the  round  ligament  of  the  right  side  was 
not  attached  where  the  pedicle  arose  from  the  uterus,  but 
from  under  the  overlapping  edge  of  the  placenta. 

Here  we  have  a  case  which  presents  certain  well-marked 
periods  and  occurrences.  A  woman  gave  birth  to  her  first 
childy  in  January,  and  became  again  pregnant.     On  the  14th 
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of  July,  she  was  suddenly  seized  with  a  severe  attack, 
corresponded  with  the  occurrence  of  what  I  hare  called  ta 
internal  abortion.  Peritonitis  followed,  and  a  few  days  later 
the  discharge  of  masses  which  ondoubtedly  represented  the 
decidna.  Twenty-five  days  after  the  first  attack,  death  took 
place,  and  the  foetus  was  found,  over  six  inches  long  and 
well-formed,  but  flabby  and  deeply  colored  by  hsematin,  and 
it  must  therefore  have  been  dead  some  time.  From  its 
size  and  the  development  of  its  genital  organs,  liuur  and 
nails,  its  age  must  be  estimated  at  more  than  four  months. 
If  we  reckon  back,  from  the  14th  of  July,  four  [lunar] 
months,  we  arrive  at  the  24th  of  March,  and  conoeptioa 
must  have  taken  place  earlier  than  this,  or,  as  I  have  shown 
to  be  very  probable  in  the  case  related  before  this,  the  death 
of  the  foetus  did  not  immediately  follow  upon  the  occurrenee 
of  the  rupture. 

The  autopsy  has  plainly  shown,  that  it  was  neither  a  pri- 
mary abdominal  nor  an  ovarian  pregnancy.     The  tube  was 
also  free  in  the  greatest  part  of  its  course,  and  the  pedide 
upon  which  the  placenta  was  placed,  was  so  decidedly  uterine 
in  its  structure,  and  was  likewise  so  thick,  that  it  could  only 
have  been  a  case  of  interBtitial  pregnancy.     An  analysis  of 
the  facts  shows  that  it  must  either  have  been  a  case  of  devel- 
opment of  the  ovum  in  an  anomalous  uterinq  horn,  or  in  that 
part  of  the  tube  which  passes  through  the  uterine  walls. 
This  is  shown,  with  certainty,  by  the  fact  that  the  round 
ligament,  as  well  as  the  ligament  of  the  ovary,  arose  from 
the  placental  and  not  from  the  uterine  end  of  the  pedicle ; 
for  we  know  that  the  point  of  insertion  ot  these  ligaments 
agrees  with  the  uterine  end  of  the  tube,  and  the   circum- 
stance that  the  tube,  as  far  as  it  could  be  followed,  lost  itself 
in  the  outer  surface  of  the  placenta,  is  also  in  favor  of  this 
view.     Since  there  was  no  trace  of  a  double-horned  uterus, 
it  appears  tolerably  certain  that  the  ovum  was  developed  in 
the  narrow  part  of  the  tube  lying  in  the  parenchyma  of  the 
uterus.    Had  a  uterine  horn  been  present,  it  is  natural  to 
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enppose  that  the  ovarian  ligament,  as  well  as  the  tube  itself, 
should  have  been  inserted  more  externally. 

I  conclude^  therefore,  that  the  ovum  was  retained  in  the 
uterine  canal  of  the  tube,  and  developed  itself  as  is  usual, 
outward  and  forward,  so  that  the  uterus  was  forced  backward 
and  toward  the  other  side.  Why  it  remained  there,  seems 
also  tolerably  clear.  At  the  examination,  no  trace  of  a  com- 
munication could  be  found  between  the  cavity  of  the  uterus 
and  of  the  ovum,  the  region  of  the  tubal  opening  was  entirely 
grown  up  and  the  placental  pedicle  was  perfectly  solid. 
There  must  have  been,  between  the  time  of  conception  and 
the  advance  of  the  ovum,  a  narrowing  or  closing  of  the  fal- 
lopian tube,  which  might  the  more  readily  take  place,  since 
the  conception  followed  so  soon  after  delivery,  in  a  period 
when  the  regeneration  of  the  uterine  mucous  membrane  was 
not  yet  concluded,  and  the  wound-like  surface  of  the  organ, 
the  consequence  of  the  former  delivery,  not  yet  repaired. 
Certainly  it  might  have  been  said  that  conception  took  place 
through  the  other  tube,  and  the  presence  of  a  corpus  luteum 
upon  that  side  would  favor  this  view.  But  this  very  circum 
stance  shows  how  careful  we  should  be  in  these  investiga- 
tions; for  further  search  discovered  a  corpus  luteum  upon 
the  side  ef  pregnancy,  the  larger  sixe,  and  fresher  color  of 
which,  showed  it  to  be  the  later,  so  that  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  ike  corpus  luteum  of  the  left  side  belonged  to  the 
first  pregnancy. 

However  interesting  the  case  maybe,  in  reference  to  these 
points,  it  is  as  much  so  to  me  in  regard  to  the  puerperal  in- 
sanity. At  the  moment  of  the  rupture,  the  patient  was 
seized  with  violent  epQeptiform  convulsions,  and  soon  after 
commenced  the  maniacal  attack,  with  occasional  loss  of  eon- 
Bciousness,  which  continued  until  her  death.  It  is  true  that 
tHere  was  a  well-marked  hereditary  predisposition,  and  the 
patient  showed  some  change  in  temper  during  her  second 
pregnancy;  yet  the  fact  remains,  that  the  mania  appeared 
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snddenly,  in  an  acute  fonn,  after  the  internal  abortion  anl 
daring  the  puerperal  state.  The  first  attack  of  edampflia 
might  be  attributed  to  tiie  loss  of  blood  which  then  took 
place ;  but  the  later  ones  could  have  had  no  connection  wiA 
hemorrhage. 

The  interest  of  the  case  is  heightened,  by  comparison  witk 
the  other  cases  which  hare  been  presented  here.     Certainly 
it  would  strongly  attract  the  attention  of  any  person,  to  find 
three  cases  of  mania  occurring  in  four  cases  of  patients  af> 
flicted  with  one  disease;  the  proportion  is  greater  than  this, 
since,  with  the  exception  of  the  second  case  related  of  tubal 
pregnancy  where  death  followed  very  soon,  mania  anperrened 
in  every  case.    The  first  was  a  person  who  carried  an  eztri- 
uterine,  probably  ovarian,  ovum  twenty-six  years,  and  so  fir 
as  I  can  learn,  from  the  scanty  notes  I  yet  have,  was  insane 
at  least  fifteen  years.    In  the  second,  four  years  elapsed 
from  the  bursting  of  the  tube  to  the  death  of  the  patient,  and 
she  was  insane  a  considerable  part  of  that  time.     In  the 
present  case,  acute  mania  occurred,  with  a  much  shorter 
duration  of  the  evil,  and  the  patient  died  insane.     There  is 
good  ground  for  believing  that  mental  diseases  are  closely 
connected  with  the  condition  of  the  sexual  organs,  and  that 
such  a  concurrence  can  not  be  purely  accidental.     That  it 
may  be  partly  accidental,  I  can  not  deny,  for,  among  the 
great  number  of  cases  of  extra-uterine  pregnancy,  collected 
by  Deutsoh,  {de  gravidiiate  abdaminalij  1792,)  and  Kieskb, 
{Das  Steinkind  vtm  LeinzeH^  1854,)  there  are  only  a  few  ex- 
amples of  convulsions  or  mania.    But  it  is  the  same  with 
puerperal  mania  itself,  since  a  person  must  see  a  great  many 
parturient  women,  before  he  meets  with  a  case  of  it.     I  have 
no  hesitation,  therefore,  in  representing  the  internal  abortion, 
and  the  chronic  extra-uterine  pregnancy,  as  a  probable  cause 
of  the  puerperal  mania. 
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Opium  in  Aeuie  CSfdiHt.     By  0ha8.  D.  Pbabsov,  M.  D.^ 
Orleans,  Ind. 

Nov.  7}  '55,  called  to  see  W.  T.,  age  58,  of  intemperate 
habits,  occupation  farmer.  I  found  Mr.  T.  suffering  with 
acute  inflammation  of  the  bladder,  as  indicated  by  the  follow- 
ing assemblage  of  symptoms:  pain  above  and  behind  the 
pubes,  increased  by  pressure  in  the  hypogastrium ;  a  feeling 
of  tension  and  fullness  over  the  pubes ;  incessant  desire  to 
void  urine,  which  was  passed  in  small  quantities;  pain  in 
glans,  penis  and  perineum;  great  straining  at  micturition, 
and  a  scalding  along  urethra.  Pulse  120.  Tongue  loaded 
with  a  yellowish  white  fur.    Bowels  constipated. 

Treatment — I  should  have  premised  the  course  of  treatment 
in  this  case  by  general  blood-letting,  but  in  view  of  his  in* 
temperate  habits,  thought  it  best  to  practice  local  bleeding. 
Patient  was  freely  cupped  over  the  hypogastrium ;  and  or* 
dered  calomel  and  rhubarb  10  grs.  each,  to  be  followed  in  8 
hours  by  castor  oil — if  it  did  not  move  the  bowels  freely,  } 
gr.  tart  em't.  every  three  hours,  unless  it  produced  emesis-— 
if  so,  reduce  the  dose,  with  directions  to  apply  warm  fomen- 
tations to  the  bowels. 

8th.  Patient  no  better.  Bowels  had  acted  freely.  Tart 
em't.  borne  well.  Pulse  112.  Tongue  dry  and  raw.  Mic- 
turition very  painful — and  passes  but  little  urine.  Proposed 
to  use  the  catheter,  patient  objected,  and  could  not  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  submit  to  its  use.  Cups  were  applied  to  per- 
ineum; continued  tart  em't.  ^  gr.  every  8  hours;  anodyne 
enemata  every  3  or  4  hours  ;  with  orders  that  no  more  liquid 
should  be  taken  than  was  necessary  to  satisfy  urgent  thirst. 

9th.  Patient  had  a  better  night,  slept  some,  but  is  very 
restless  this  morning.  Anxious  expression  of  the  counte* 
nance ;  thinks  he  will  die ;  says  his  bladder  will  burst,  but  ob- 
stinately refuses  to  have  catheterism  practiced ;  pulse  about 
the  same ;  mouth  and  tongue  dry ;  occasional  shooting  pains  in 
testes ;  very  tender  over  hypogastrium,  but  not  much  fullness; 
patient  was  now  ordered  saline  draughts,  with  excess  of  al- 
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kali ;  Dover's  powder  4  grs.,  with  \  gr.  opium  added  cTerj  4 
bourSy  with  anodyne  enemata  in  the  interval,  believing  dut 
the  inflammation  was  seated  in  the  mnscnlar  and  peritoneal 
coats,  which  would  prevent  contraction  of  the  bladder.  I 
9till  withheld  all  liquids,  except  what  was  absolutely  necet- 
sary  to  satiate  thirst. 

IQth.  Patient  put  over  a  much  better  night,  admits  him- 
self better ;  skin  and  tongue  moist ;  thirst  less  urgent ;  bowdi 
moved;  is  much  less  harassed  vrith  the  desire  of  passing 
urine;  urine  passes  in  a  large  stream— -quantity  increased, 
and  feels  a  degree  of  comfort  after  micturition;  continiie 
treatment. 

llth.  Patient  much  better;  has  been  gently  narcptised 
since  last  visit ;  pulse  80,  full  and  soft ;  tongue  cleaning  and 
moist;  tenderness  in  hypogastriam  quite  relieved;  patient 
wants  to  eat,  ordered  farinaceous  diet  and  mucilaginous  drinks; 
omit  Dover,  and  give  opium,  1  gr.  every  4  hours,  with  orders 
to  move  the  bowels  with  saline  draught  when  necessary ;  con- 
tinued opium  until  13th,  when  it  was  discontinued  and  pa- 
tient dismissed. 

I  regard  this  case  as  one  link  in  the  chain  of  evidence,  that 
opium  is  a  valuable  remedy  in  inflammation ;  it  certainly  did, 
combined  with  the  Dovers  powder,  act  like  a  charm  in  this 
case. 

In  previous  history  Mr.  T.  suffered  with  a  chronic  inflam* 
mation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bladder  for  years.  He 
informed  me  that  during  the  time,  he  scarcely  ever  knew 
himself  to  enjoy  a  comfortable  night's  sleep— but  that  he  fre- 
quently urinated  from  ten  to  twenty  times  during  the  day 
and  night,  which  was  always  attended  with  pain  and  scalding. 
Previous  to  the  attack  in  Nov.,  '55,  he  had  had  several  at- 
tacks of  an  acute  character,  involving  the  muscular  and  per- 
itoneal coats  of  the  bladder,  preventing  contraction  of  that 
useus,  and  inducing  retention  of  urine,  which  readily  yielded 
to  the  usual  remedies.  These  at^cks  always  followed  hard 
dissipation.  Mr.  T.  has  had  but  an  occasional  Bpree  since 
Nov.,  '55,  and  as  yet  no  return  of  his  old  malady. 
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A  new  remedy  for  the  cure  of  Upilepsy.    By  John  G.  Ktlx, 

M.  D.y  of  Xenift,  Ohio. 

Huphroiia  OfficinaiUi.  Syn.  Eyehrigkt.  If  at.  Ord.  Scrophr 
ulariacce.  Sex.  SysL  Didynamia  Angiospermia. — It  is  a  small 
annual  plant,  and  Is  found  in  many  parts  of  the  United  States ; 
growing  most  commonly  in  what  are  called  beech  woods. 
The  stem  is  smooth,  nearly  erect,  branching,  of  a  light  pur* 
pie  color,  and  grows  from  six  to  ten  inches  high.  Branches 
pubescent,  divaricate-spreading.  Leaves  tripleveined,  marked 
with  oblong  dots  and  blotches,  ciliate,  from  six  to  twelve  lines 
long  and  one-fourth  as  wide,  oblique  on  short  peteoles. 
Flowers  white,  and  appear  in  July  or  August. 

The  whole  plant  is  used,  but  the  root  appears  to  be  the 
most  active.  The  plant  should  be  gathered  in  September, 
and  the  root  any  time  in  the  fall.  As  found  in  the  shops,  it 
is  of  a  dark  brown  color,  wrinkled, — has  a  peculiar  aromatic 
odor,  and  a  bitterish  astringent  taste.  Water  extracts  its 
virtues. 

As  a  medicinal  agent  the  Euphrasia  has  heretofore  been 
too  lightly  esteemed.  Hooper  says  it  ^^has  been  greatly 
esteemed  by  the  common  people,  as  a  remedy  for  all  diseases 
of  the  eyes:  yet  notwithstanding  this,  and  the  encomiums  of 
some  medical  writers,  it  is  now  wholly  fallen  into  disuse.*' 
Pareira,  (voL  11,  p.  806,)  says  it  *^is  nearly  inert,  though  it 
is  a  popular  remedy  in  diseases  of  the  eye."  Dunglison  says, 
*^It  is  recommended  in  diseases  of  the  eye,  but  is  unworthy 
of  notice.'*  In  the  appendix  of  the  U.  S.  Dispensatory, 
p.  1258,  we  find  that — '^It  was  formerly  used  in  various 
complaints,  and  among  the  rest  in  diseases  of  the  eyes,  etc. 
The  probability  is,  that  it  is  nearly  inert."  It  has  iJso  been 
recommended  in  diseases  of  the  mucous  membranes,  where 
astringents  were  indicated. 

I  can  nowhere  find  any  other  medical  properties  or  uses 
claimed  for  the  Euphrasia,  than  those  already  given. 

My  attention  was  first  directed  to  this  medicine,  from  see- 
ing it  used  as  a  domestic  remedy  for  the  cure  of  epilepsy. 
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Several  persons  were  reported  to  have  been  cored  by  it 
Among  others,  an  intelligent  lady  informed  me  that  she  hid 
a  brother  and  a  sister,  who  both  had  epileptic  fits — the  one 
for  eight  or  nine  years,  the  other  for  three  ^ears  and  a  half— 
who  were  cured  by  its  nse.  Each  of  them  had  been  sab- 
jected  to  rarions  plans  of  treatment,  both  by  regular  and 
irregular  physicians,  withont,^  however,  having  received  per- 
manent benefit  from  any  source,  nntil  some  person  recom* 
mended  the  Euphrasia;  the  use  of  which  cured  them  both,  la 
a  short  time.  They  have  had  no  return  of  the  disease;  ser- 
eral  years  having  elapsed  since  their  restoration  to  healtL 

These,  with  some  other  reported  cases,  were  not  sufScient 
to  convince  me  that  the  Euphrasia  was  a  specific  for  the  core 
of  epilepsy,  but  they  were  sufficient  to  induce  me  to  pay  some 
attention  to  the  nature,  properties  and  effects  of  the  remedy. 
And  I  have  since,  from  observation,  found  that  it  is  astrin- 
gent, tonic,  nervine,  laxative  and  diuretic. 

As  epilepsy  is  a  disease  indicating  the  use  of  a  remedy,  or 
a  combination  of  remedies,  having  the  medical  properties 
which  I  claim  for  the  Euphrasia,  I  think  we  can  prescribe  it 
for  the  cure  of  that  disease,  with  more  hope  of  its  being  suc- 
cessful, than  other  known  remedy — not  empirically,  but  upon 
correct  therapeutic  principles. 

The  first  case  in  which  I  had  an  opportunity  of  noticing 
the  effect  of  this  medicine  on  an  epileptic  patient,  occurred 
during  the  past  summer  and  fall.  A  resident  of  this  town, 
Mr.  D.  S.  set.  29,  plasterer — strong  and  active,  nervo-bilioos 
temperament,  rather  irregular  in  his  habits,  though  generally 
temperate — general  health  apparently  good;  was  attacked, 
five  years  ago  last  summer,  after  a  very  hard  day's  work, 
with  an  apoplectic  paroxysm.  Since  which  time,  he  has  had 
a  return  of  the  paroxysms  or  fits  every  three  or  four-  weeks, 
sometimes  having  three  or  four  in  a  week, — ^until  about  seven 
months  ago,  when  he  commenced  the  use  of  the  Euphrasia, 
and  has  had  no  fit  since  that  time. 

This  man  had  most  violent  convulsions;  his  mind  was  giv- 
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ing  way;  he  was  more  dull,  stupid  and  unsociable,  as  well  as 
more  morose  and  peevish  than  was  common  with  him.  But 
since  his  release  from  the  miserable  disease,  which  like  an 
incubus  had  overshadowed  him,  and  was  crushing  and  smoth- 
ering his  soul  within  him,  he  rejoices  as  a  ^'  strong  man,  in 
his  strength.*'  His  mind  has  regained  its  wonted  bouyancj; 
he  is  sociable  and  lively,  and  is  happy  in  his  deliverance  from 
the  effects  of  that  most  miserable  of  all  diseases — epilepsy. 
He  appears  to  be  entirely  well.  He  took  3  iv«  of  the  infu- 
sion every  morning,  fasting.  He  took  no  other  medicine. 
The  medicine  should  be  continued  for  a  considerable  length 
of  time  after  the  patient  is  apparently  well. 

I  do  not  claim  that  the  Euphrasia  will  cure  epilepsy  in  all 
cases  and  under  all  circumstances ;  but  from  what  I  already 
know  of  it,  I  believe  that  its  merits  and  claims,  as  a  remedy 
in  this  disease,  should  be  thoroughly  tested;  and  if  they  are 
as  great  and  strong  as  present  appearances  would  induce  us 
to  believe  they  are,  then  will  its  value  be  incalculable,  and 
its  benefits  to  poor  suffering  humanity  inestimable. 


*  •  • 
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Dayton,  O.,  Nov.,  1857. 

Proc€€ding$  of  ike  Montgomery  County,    Ohio,  Medical  Society. 

Reported  by  J.  0.  Dbkisb,  M.  D.,  Bee.  Secretary. 

At  a  monthly  meeting  held  in  August  last,  Dr.  Carey  pre- 
sented for  inspection,  the  uterus  and  its  appendages,  of  a 
cow.  Ten  days  before  death  she  was  in  ^^heat,"  and  having 
had  connection  with  the  male,  was  supposed  to  have  con- 
ceived. The  Dr.,  after  very  diligent  search,  was  unable  to 
find  an  impregnated  ovum,  or  any  evidences  of  its  escape. 
There  was,  however,  in  one  of  the  ovaria,  what  seemed  to  be, 
a  large  corpus  luteum,  and  the  remains  of  others  of  greater 
age. 
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Dr.  Brennan  related  a  case  of  suppoeed  menstroatiaD,  ia  t 
girl  aet.  eleven  years  and  six  months.  She  had  the  iiaal 
premonitory  symptoms,  of  a  physiological  character — tks 
anatomical  he  did  not  inquire  into.  Dr.  McDermont  had  t 
similar  case  once  eight  years  of  age,  hat  as  there  was  no  ra- 
tional signs,  and  but  the  one  appearance  of  what  was  sup- 
posed to  be  the  membrane  flnid,  he  was  of  the  opinion  that  it 
was  the  result  of  self-abuse* 

Dr.  Carey  knew  a  girl  rising  twelye  years  of  age,  who  gaft 
birth  to  a  living  child,  which  was  rather  an  anuaosl  oocurreDSt 
in  this  climate. 

The  last  quarterly  meeting  in  this  year  was  held  on  the  lit 
of  October ;  was  well  attended  and  harmoniouB  throughoiL 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  to  membership: 
Drs.  B.  Ghindry  and  J.  L.  Brenton,  of  Dayton ;  J.  S.  BeH- 
villcy  of  Miami  City ;  E.  W.  Steele  and  T.  B.  Hmrbinsoiii  of 
Xenia. 

Dr.  Van  Tuyle,  essayist,  read  a  paper  on  MecUeime  at « 
Department  of  Natural  Science.  His  object  was  to  show  thsi 
medicine  embraced  in  its  field  of  operations  a  knowledge  of 
all  living  bodies — was  no  myth  or  speculation — was  governed 
by  fixed  and  known  laws — could  be  reduced  to  practice  with 
as  much  certainty  as  chemistry  or  philosophy — ^but,  as  con- 
tingent circumstances  were  many,  there  iias  a  necessity  for 
the  exercise  of  intelligent  observation  and  discrimination,  to 
insure  success.  These  points  were  clearly  enforced  by  argn- 
ment  and  illustration.  The  Dr.  closed  by  an  allusion  to  die 
progress  already  attained  in  methodizing  the  science  (A 
medicine — the  better  success,  thereby,  of  educated  practi- 
tioners, and  an  increased  confidence  on  the  part  of  community, 
in  that  class  of  persons,  with  a  corresponding  depreciation  of 
« irregulars." 

Dr.  Armor  reported  a  case  in  which  he  had  been  recently 
consulted  by  a  gentleman  from  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  the  diag- 
nosis of  which  was  involved  in  such  obscurity,  that  he  found 
it  difficult  to  arrive  at  any  conclusion  very  satisfactory  to 
himself. 
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The  patient  came  to  consult  him  about  a  cough,  i^d  sup- 
posed lung  diflSculty.  The  history  of  the  case  was  as  foU 
lows :  Some  two  years  ago,  Mr.  H.  was  attacked  with  violent 
pain  in  his  bowels,  which  was  followed  by  obstinate  constipa- 
tion; took  a  large  amount  of  cathartic  medicine  before  an 
operation  was  effected;  bowels  still  remained  constipated* 
Had  been  sleeping  in  a  freshly  painted  store  room,  and  his 
physician  supposed  he  had  an  attack  of  lead  colic.  He  had 
the  blue  line  of  the  gums,  and,  subsequently  to  first  attack, 
has  suffered  from  a  painful  state  of  his  limbs,  which  he  sup* 
posed  was  rheumatism.  For  the  last  year  or  more,  he  has 
been  a  good  deal  crippled  in  the  use  of  his  limbs — arises  from 
his  chair  with  diflScuIty,  and  has  now  more  or  less  paralysis 
of  the  wrists,  especially  of  the  right.  Up  to  the  time  of.  the 
attack  of  constipation,  he  enjoyed  excellent  health,  never  had 
a  cough ;  and  said  there  was  no  family  predisposition  to  con- 
sumption. 

A  few  months  after  first  attack,  he  began  to  suffer  from 
pain  of  his  breast,  especially  of  right  side,  and  with  it  had 
more  or  less  cough,  with  asthmatic  breathing.  These  symp« 
toms  continued,  with  gradually  increasing  violence,  until 
some  few  months  since,  when,  in  an  act  of  coughing,  he  sud- 
denly discharged  aver  a  pint  of  exceedingly  iov^fhy  grayish- 
colored,  tenacious  matter^  the  tenacity  so  great  that  masses 
of  it  would  readily  adhere,  if  thrown  against  the  wall.  This 
was  followed  by  but  temporary  relief:  patient  still  continues 
to  cough,  the  matter  expectorated  being  muco-purulent 
in  character.  Never  had  any  thing  like  haemorrhage.  With 
the  exception  of  a  somewhat  troublesome  cough,  and  pain  of 
limbs  and  right  side,  extending  to  shoulder  and  arm,  the  pa- 
tient enjoys  a  fair  degree  of  health.  He  is  thin  of  flesh,  in- 
capable of  much  physical  effort,  breath  rather  short,  and 
dyspnoea  easily  evoked.  Otherwise,  has  no  constitutional 
symptoms ;  little  disturbance  of  circulation ;  skin  cool,  appe« 
tite  good ;  and  no  tendency  to  diarrhoea  or  night  sweats. 

Physical  examination  by  inspecHon^  revealed  contraction  of 
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right  shpolder  side,  and  drooping  of  right  shoalder,  sach  u  is 
observed  to  follow  chronic  pleurisy.  The  chest-surface  anteri- 
orly, unnaturally  irregular  and  uneven,  with  bulging  of  de 
left  sterno-mammary  region.  Mobility  of  right  side  impaired 
Percusrion  good,  with  the  exception  of  slight  wooden  qualitj 
over  anterior  and  lateral  region,  with  corresponding  absenee 
ot  norn^al  elasticity.  No  dullness  above  the  clayicle,  as  gen- 
erally  observed  in  phthisis.  Auscultation  gaye  respiratioi 
dinctly  cavernous  in  quality,  extending  over  upper  and  middb 
third  of  the  chest,  with  exaggerated  resonance  of  a  pecto- 
riloquous  quality,  and  complete  suppression  of  respiratorj 
murmurs  at  the  base  of  the  right  lung.  No  moist  rales  could 
be  detected ;  nor  were  there  any  evidences  of  tubercular  de> 
posit  in  left  lung. 

The  case  was  submitted  to  the  society  with  some  queries! 
What  relation  does  the  lung  difficulty  sustain,  if  any,  to  tk 
constitutional  contamination  by  lead  poison?  Is  it  probibh 
'or  possible,  that  the  lead  produced  paralysis  of  the  longi- 
tudinal and  circular  fibres  of  the  bronchi,  thus  giving  rise  to 
a  dilated,  or  sacculated  condition  of  the  bronchi,  with  sur- 
rounding induration  of  matter,  (Corrigan's  Cirrhosis),  followed 
by  contraction  of  the  side,  as  observed  by  Louis  ?  What  was 
the  source  of  the  matter  so  suddenly  discharged?  Was  it 
confined  in  a  dilated  bronchus  ?  Was  it  of  a  fibro-albuminoid 
character,  such  as  is  observed  in  fibro-bronchitis  ?  Did  com- 
plete obstruction  of  dilated  bronchus  take  place  from  plastic 
inflammation  and  effusion  of  exudated  matter  of  low  type, 
such  as  takes  place  in  this  form  of  bronchitis?  and  was  this 
obstruction  ejected  in  the  act  of  coughing,  in  the  shape  of  the 
tenaceous  fluid  mentioned?  Or  did  dilatation  of  bronchi, 
with  or  without  "  cirrhosis,"  co-exist  with  chronic  pleurisy, 
followed  by  contraction  ? 

Dr.  Carey  inquired  what  treatment  the  patient  had  re- 
ceived. 

Dr.  Armor  said  that  he  had  been  taking  the  ood  liver  oil, 
with  good  living,  and  external  irritation.    Daring  the  last 
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few  months  had  taken  blue  pill  till  he  was  slightly  ptjalized* 
He  himself  had  not,  as  yet,  recommended  any  treatment, 
other  than  attention  to  the  general  support  of  system. 

Dr.  Reeve  asked  what  the  chances  would  be  of  there  having 
been  a  cyst,  connected  with,  or  independent  of,  any  other 
disease ;  he  did  not  know  with  what  frequency  they  occurred 
in  the  lungs. 

Dr.  Armor,  in  reply  stated  that,  to  the  best  of  his  knowl- 
edge, they  were  of  rare  occurrence  in  the  lungs — inirchihor- 
act  tumors  were  not  infrequent,  such  as  callid  cysts,  and  in- 
filtrated cancer,  attended  with  peculiar  jelly-like  expectora- 
tion, and  usually  attended  with  flattening  or  retraction  of  the 
side ;  and  should  softening  or  elimination  occur,  we  might 
expect  all  the  physical  signs  of  tubercular  excavation  to 
follow. 

Dr.  McDermont  thought  the  case  a  very  interesting  and 
unusual  one.  Without  seeing  and  examining  for  himself,  he 
would  not  feel  at  liberty  to  give  a  decided  opinion,  but  he 
was  impressed  with  the  idea  that  there  might  have  been  in- 
flammation of  the  lung,  terminating  in  abscess,  which  com- 
municated with  the  pleural  sac.  Such  cases,  of  latent  pneu* 
monia  were  of  frequent  occurrence ;  could  account  for  the 
symptoms  in  no  other  way ;  dilatation  of  the  air  tubes  would 
not  produce  them.  That  lead  had  anything  to  do  with  it, 
was  ingenious,  but  he  could  not  trace  the  connection — the 
two  diseases  were  independent  of  each  other.  The  dyspnoea 
was  due  to  the  passage  of  air,  from  the  lung  into  the  plural 
cavity. 

Dr.  Brennan  inclined  to  the  opinion  of  Dr.  McDermont, 
and  related  a  singular  case  in  his  own  experience.  A  man 
subject  to  the  ague  was  exposed  during  the  night,  and  had  a 
chill,  which  he  supposed  was  a  return  of  his  ^^old  friend;" 
this  was  soon  succeeded  by  another,  which  was  followed  by 
a  high  fever,  terminating  in  perspiration.  For  five  days  fol- 
lowing, patient  had  a  low  fever,  slight  pain  in  the  left  side, 
dyspnoea,  cough,  but  no  expectoration.    Oae  morning  found 
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patient  with  head  over  the  bed,  and  a  thick  mnco-piinilent 
iSnid  running  from  his  mouth,  without  effort  of  emeeia ;  di»* 
charged,  at  this  time,  perhaps,  two  quarts,  and  yet  for  two  or 
three  weeks  afterward,  the  same  kind  of  matter  would  escape 
without  cough. 

Dr.  Lamme  thought  it  utterly  impossible  to  form  a  diagno- 
sis of  such  a  case,  from  a  single  examination.  Eyen  in  cases 
where  there  was  no  want  of  apparent  harmony  in  the  symp- 
tomotology,  repeated  examinations,  on  different  days,  and 
even  at  different  times  during  the  same  day,  were  necessary 
in  order  to  determine  clearly  the  location,  character  and 
stage  of  the  lesion,  when  the  lung  was  involyed.  The  preri- 
ous  history  and  present  good  condition  of  patient's  health, 
militated  against  there  having  been  either  abscess  in  tbe 
lung  or  air  in  the  chest.  The  matter  discharged  was  not 
such  a  sa  vomica  would  give,  whether  as  the  result  of  breaking 
down  of  pulmonary  tubercle,  or  inflammation  of  the  substance 
of  the  lung.  He  thought  there  was,  more  likely,  a  sacco- 
lated  condition  of  the  bronchi,  as  the  result  of  paralysis,  with 
an  accumulation  therein  of  bronchial  secretion,  the  product, 
perhaps,  of  inflammation  of  the  lining  membrane  of  the 
bronchi. 

Dr.  Carey  said  that  the  history  and  condition  of  patient  at 
the  time  of  examination,  showed  that  he  had  been,  and  still 
was,  eficcted  with  lead  poison.  The  abdominal  pain,  consti- 
pation, ring  about  the  gums,  and  paralysis,  were  pathagno- 
monic;  though  it  was  rarely  that  such  effects  followed  a 
single  exposure.  How  far  that  was  connected  with  the  le- 
sion of  the  lung,  if  at  all,  was  matter  of  speculation.  Thought 
there  was  neither  tubercle  nor  abscess  from  inflammation;  but 
it  was  easier  to  destroy  a  theory  that  is  false,  than  to  estab- 
lish one  that  is  true,  and  he  could  give  no  decided  opinioD. 
If  called  upon,  however,  to  treat  the  patient,  would  give  him 
nux  vomica  and  electricity. 

Dr.  McDermont  was  anxious  to  know  of  Dr.  Armor,  what 
his  opinion  was,  of  the  nature  of  the  difficulty. 
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Dr.  Armor  stated  that  he  had  no  well  defined  opinion* 
Had  examined  the  case  but  once,  and  regarded  the  sjmptoma 
as  then  present,  of  difficult  interpretation.  His  suggestions 
and  inquiries  were  but  speculative.  The  previous  history  of 
the  patient — ^the  history  of  his  disease— the  character  of  the 
matter  which  was  suddenly  discharged  from  the  lungs — ^his 
present  constitutional  state,  and  some  of  the  physical  signs, 
did  not  warrant  the  opinion  that  he  was  suffering  from  tubero* 
ular  excayation.  Possibly,  he  may  have  suffered  from  pneu- 
mothorax;  though  his  past  history  and  present  condition  scarce- 
ly warranted  such  a  conclusion.  Air  in  the  pleural  sac  acts  as 
an  irritant,  and  this  is  soon  followed  by  an  effusion  of  fluid;  we 
would  soon  expect  to  find  the  vocal  fremitus  annulled— a 
bulging  and  widening  of  the  intercostal  interspaces — dullness 
on  percussion,  and  often  marked  fluctuation*  But  some 
months  have  elapsed,  and  few,  if  any,  of  these  signs  were 
present. 

Dr.  Garst  remarked  that  it  was  not  common  for  serous 
membranes  to  suppurate,  and  the  fluid  find  its  way  into  the 
tubes  of  the  lung.  Thought  there  must  have  been'either  a 
breaking  down  of  tubercle,  or  a  sub-acute  inflammation  of  the 
bronchi. 

Dr.  Coons  thought  the  symptoms  of  lead  poison,  and  the 
subsequent  lung  difficulty,  entirely  independent  of  each 
other. 

Dr.  McDermont  would  not  be  strenuous  for  his  opinion. 
He  had  given  a  gue$$  in  order  to  start  the  discussion.  Still 
he  would  state  as  a  fact,  that  a  man  may  have  pleurisy  or 
pneumonia,  and  be  unconscious  of  either.  Saw  a  man  in  a 
N.  Y.  hospital  whom  it  was  necessary  to  tap,  and  yet,  up  to 
that  time,  he  had  had  no  occasion  to  employ  a  physician. 
He  called  Dr.  Armor's  attention  to  a  paper  of  bis  own 
(Armor's),  in  which  the  subject  of  latent  pneumonia  was  di8-» 
cussed  and  cases  reported.    It  was  a  common  thing. 

Dr.  Taylor  had  no  opinion  about  the  case,  but  in  this  oon* 
xvm— 57. 
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Bection  w(mld  relate  an  instance  that  oeenrred  in  Us  ova 
practice  fifteen  years  ago.  A  gentleman  came  to  him,  bring- 
ing in  a  bottle  several  patches  of  well  organiied  sabstance^ 
as  large  as  a  quarter  dollar  piece.  Patient  stated  tibat,  one 
evening,  after  having  been  threshing  all  the  day,  he  was  at- 
tacked with  hard  coughing,  and  brought  up  these  pieces 
Had  enjoyed  good  health  up  to  this  time,  with  the  ezceptioo 
that,  some  eight  weeks  before,  he  might  have  had  a  dight 
pleurisy.  The  Dr.,  upon  careful  examination,  could  detect 
no  disease;  and  no  departure  from  a  normal  condition  save  a 
slight  quickening  of  the  pulse.  Directed  him'  to  be  cautioai 
off  himself.  Fifteen  months  from  that  time  the  patient  returned 
to  the  Dr.,  with  confirmed  phthisis,  and  died  shortly  afterward. 

The  discussion  of  Dr.  Armor's  case  haying  closed.  Dr. 
Coons,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  '*  ConsuItationB''  ap- 
pointed at  the  last  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Society,  made  a 
report  of  a  preamble  and  resolution  which,  after  considera- 
ble discussion  and  some  slight  amendment,  were  adopted. 
The  preamble  declares  that  it  is  derogatory  to  the  interesli 
of  the  Association,  for  members  to  consult  with  phynciaas 
who  are  of  doubtful  moral  and  professsional  standing.  That 
some  members,  in  order  to  retain  consultation  patronage, 
claim  the  privilege  of  passing  judgment  upon  whom  are  pro- 
per persons  to  consult  with :  That  the  Code  of  Ethics  of 
the  American  Medical  Association  is  deficient  in  reference  to 
this  point. 

Re%ohedy  therefore,  that  whenever  complaint  is  made  by 
one  of  this  body,  that  a  member  is  in  the  habit  of  consulting 
with  any  physician  not  a  member  of  this  Society,  who  is  of 
doubtful  professional  or  moral  qualifications,  that  ihu  Society 
shall  determine  the  fact  whether  such  physician  is  a  proper 
person  or  not,  for  members  of  this  Association  to  fellowship 
with,  under  the  rule  now  in  force.  See  Code  of  Eihict^  ArL 
IV.,  Sec.  I. 

The  Chair  appointed  Dr.  Kemp  regular  es^ybt  for  next 
meeting,  and  Dr.  Gundry  alternate. 
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SnransaeHom  qf  (kt  Twelfth  Annual  Jli$$ting  of  the   Ohio  StaU 

Medical  Society,  held  in  tke  cUy  of  Sandueky,  June,  1857. 

pp.  225. 
Trmeactione  of  ike  Indiana  &ate  Medieai  Society  at  ite  Eighth 

Annual  Seeeion,  held  in  the  dty  qf  Indianegxdiep  May,  1857. 

Phamphlet :  pp.  74. 

(These  docnmente  haye  been  for  some  time  npon  oar  table,  and 
shonld  have  been  notioed  before;  indeed,  we  had  prepared  aa 
article  npon  the  Transaetions  of  oar  own  State  Society,  which  were 
mislaid,  a  circnmstance  the  less  to  be  regretted  as  a  friend  has  far- 
nisbed  ns  with  another  whieh  we  think  will  prove  more  acceptable 
than  woold  have  that  which  we  had  prepared. — ^£d.) 

The  improved  appearance  of  the  Ohio  Transactions  is  a  matter 
of  congratalation  to  every  member  of  the  Society,  and  oar  San* 
dnsky  friends  deserve  great  credit  for  the  perfect  manner  in  which 
this  volame  is  presented  ;  heretofore  oar  annoal  Transactions  have 
made  bat  a  shabby  appearance,  the  paper,  typography,  and  ezecn- 
tion  having  been  generally  inferior  and  sometimes  execrable,  and 
we  welcome  with  pleasars  the  introdoction  of  a  new  order  of 
things. 

Oar  friends  in  Indiana  have  not  done  themselvee  jnstice  in  the 
presentation  of  their  volame.  With  its  appearance  we  have  no 
fault  to  find,  but  with  its  siae,  and  had  there  been  no  more  matter 
to  present  no  objection  could  have  been  raised.  But  on  looking 
through  it  we  find  in  several  places  i^logies  from  the  committee 
of  publication  for  the  abridgement  or  omission  of  papers.  Thus 
in  the  Beport  on  the  practice  of  Medicine,  by  Dr.  Cooubt,  of 
Madison,  there  is  an  omission  of  twelve  pages,  whioh,  the  com* 
mittee  tells  us,  **  were  replete  with  interest  and  instruction,  of 
great  practical  importance.'*  This  is  scarcely  doing  justice  to  gen- 
tlemen who  have  labored  hard  to  prepare  something  for  the  benefit 
of  the  association  ;  mudi  may  be  presented  unworthy  of  record  or 
of  minor  importance,  and  a  committee  of  publication  should  ezer« 
cise  its  undoubted  right  to  abridge  and  condense  without  fear  or 
favor,  bat  to  tlirow  out  matter  of  *'  great  practical  importance '' 
is  at  once  to  do  injustice  to  the  individual  member  and  injury  to 
the  sode^.    Again,  a  piqptr  waa  read  by  Dr.  Wobt,  **a  yenerahia 
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and  intelligent  physician/*  npon  "  The  Yalne  and  Infinenoe  of 
Mercury  in  Feyers,  Dysentery,  etc./'  which  does  not  appear  at  all 
because  the  author  would  not  submit  to  ica  abridgement.  We  do 
not  blame  him,  for  the  subject  is  an  important  one,  and  if  be  had 
investigated  it  faithfully  he  deserved  to  be  heard  in  fall. 

But  there  is  a  practical  lesson  to  be  derived  from  these  iacU 
which  should  be  impressed  npon  the  members  of  both  sodeliei. 
Papers  and  reports  should  not  be  too  long — they  ahould  be  plain, 
concise,  wadi  to  the  jxniU,  There  is  too  much  diaoorsiveness,  as  a 
general  thing,  in  these  compositions,  and  they  ate  made  unneoe^ 
sarily  long  by  the  introd  action  of  the  reports  of  cases  in  detafl. 
Cases  may  well  form  the  foundation  of  papers — they  may  be  tabu- 
lated, and  their  results  thus  shown-Hind  the  general  dedoctions  horn 
them  be  stated  ;  papers  containing  such  facts,  and  made  np  in  this 
way  are  always  valuable,  and  interesting  becaose  valoable.  Bi^ 
great  discrimination  should  be  used  in  giving  cases  in  detail  in 
papers  for  state  societies,  and  very  certainly  a  report  npon  an  intv- 
estiug  subject  should  not  consist  wholly  of  detailed  cases,  as  hss 
been  done  in  one  instance  in  the  volumes  under  notioa. 

There  are  exceptions,  of  course,  and  we  would  iT>«rtanffft  the 
papers  on  Yeratrum  Yiride,  to  which  we  shall  return.  Hers  ths 
powers  of  a  new  remedy  are  under  consideration,  and  the  facts 
should  be  minutely  stated,  that  others  beside  the  immediate  obser- 
ver may  form  some  opinion  upon  the  value  of  the  article.  Also, 
we  would  instance  the  report  of  a  successful  case  of  amputation  at 
the  shoulder  joint  by  Dr.  West,  of  Hagerstown.  Operations  of 
this  character,  whether  successful  or  uqsucoessful,  should  be  recorded, 
as  from  large  statistics  alone  can  deductions  be  made,  and  therefore 
every  one  becomes  of  value.  This  case  is  the  more  creditable  to 
Dr.  W.  from  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  performed — 
**  by  candlelight  with  no  other  assistance  than  such  as  could  bold 
lights."  We  have  seen  some  operations  performed  in  this  way,  in 
a  new  country,  far  removed  from  professional  counsel  and  assistance, 
and  have  felt  the  striking  contrast  between  them  and  those  perform- 
ed  in  the  amphitheatre  of  an  hospital,  where  the  sui^gpeon  is  sur- 
rounded by  experienced  assistants  and  able  colleagues,  and  has  every 
instrument  or  appliance  necessary  for  the  case. 

The  addresses  of  both  presiding  officers  are  ezceUent  prodnctioas 
and  justify  the  choice  of  the  societies.     That  from  onr  Piesidenty 


Iteviewi  and  Notice*  888 

tbe  venerable  Pbteb  Allev,  is  a  plain,  unpretending  paper,  but  in 
onr  judgement  one  of  the  best  in  the  work.  He  gives  ns  a  vivid 
picture  of  the  di£Sculties,  hardships,  and  even  dangers,  which 
attended  the  life  of  the  **  pioneer  physicians ''  of  Ohio,  and  we 
are  glad  to  have  so  life-like  a  sketch  from  one  so  able  to  give  it — 
that  while  yet  lingering  among  us  he  has  written  for  our  instruction 
and  profit  what  the  physician  of  fifty  years  ago  was,  and  what 
medical  science  was  at  that  period.  Besides  this  sketch  of  pioneer 
times  and  of  the  early  history  of  the  State  Society  he  gives  us  a 
good  account  of  the  improvements  which  have  taken  place  in  medi- 
cine within  his  own  recollection,  which  will  do  to  read  to  those 
ignorant  people  who  call  us  **  old  fogies  "  and  say  that  our  science 
does  not  progress  with  the  age.  Here  is  a  man  who  has  seen  and 
noted  the  change  which  took  place  in  1812-18 ;  he  tells  us  that 
previous  to  those  years,  blood-letting  was  in  many  instances  the 
sheet  anchor  in  controlling  disease,  and  he  reminds  those  who  are 
incredulous,  that  there  were  men  then  who  were  *'  close  observers 
of  disease,  that  the  result  justified  their  course,  and  that  it  is  more 
rational  to  conclude  that  a  great  change  has  taken  place  in  the  pre- 
vailing diathesis,  than  that  the  men  of  those  days  were  guilty  of 
gfoss  error." 

The  address  of  the  President  of  our  sister  State  Society,  Dr. 
Daiosl  Mkbkke,  of  Laporte,  is  not  too  long,  and  is  creditable 
alike  to  the  head  and  the  heart  of  the  writer.  He  commences  by 
enforcing  the  moral  obligations  of  medical  men,  which  he  does  with 
plain  spoken  earnestness,  and  then  passes  on  to  consider  the  object 
of  the  association — medical  culture — and  some  of  the  means  of 
improving  the  existing  state  of  the  profession  ;  he  thinks  active, 
working  county  societies  among  the  most  efficient  of  these. 

In  natural  connection  with  the  subject  of  the  improvement  of  the 
profession  stands  the  r^rt  on  Medical  Education,  by  Dr.  Ohablbs 
FisHBAOK,  of  Shdbyville.  A  great  deal  has  been  written  upon  this 
subject,  very  little  has  been  done,  and  we  believe  with  the  author  of 
this  paper  that  there  must  be  a  thorough  change  in  the  whole  system 
of  medical  education  in  this  countrj  before  there  can  be  mudi  im» 
provemenU  Such  a  change  is  ably  advocated  by  Dr.  F.,  and  although 
his  plan  may  not  find  universal  favor,  all  will  agree  with  him  upon 
the  necessity  of  better  imiber  being  chosen  for  the  professional  edi- 
fice—of  that  timber  being  better  eeoetmed,  and  subjected  to  a 
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more  thMxmgh  and  imparHal  eutmmoHom,  We  Agree  wifli  Ui  iwrnn 
upon  the  imporUnee  of  goaitHng  the  offioe-door  more  doicij 
egainst  thoee  who  have  not  proper  natural  and  acqoiied  qoalifica- 
tion»— for  the  profeaaion  can  not  jnatly  eharge  all  the  eril  Aet 
exists  npon  the  schools— ^pon  the  superiority  of  a  proyrutm 
study  of  the  varions  branches  making  np  the  conree,  and  especiinj 
npon  the  necessity  of  a  board  of  examinatioii  independent  of  thi 
teachers.  To  this  we  would  add  a  progressiTe  esawdnaiiom,  te 
first  being  npon  physical  science,  chemistiy,  botany,  aaatomy,  de^ 
with  others  following  annually  in  the  natural  order  of  the  sobjeeli. 
We  do  not  like  the  Doctor's  plan  of  a  free  state  uniTersity.  woi 
still  less  his  proposed  increase  of  leeiitr$$.  It  ia  indiapntaUe  Ast 
some  branches  can  be  learned  better  from  leetures  ttiaii  from  boofa^ 
so  we  claim  the  reverse  to  be  equally  true ;  and  whfle  anatoBj, 
chemistry,  and  clinical  medicine  and  surgery  can  be  tangfat  best  ia 
this  way,  for  those  branches  which  do  not  require  demonatratioa^ 
such  as  the  institutes  of  medicine^  and  the  action  of  remediei* 
nothing  can  take  the  place  of  patient,  pereevering  study  and  ftequtH 
examinations  by  a  private  preceptor.  A  celebrated  man  and  writer* 
says  "It  is  a  fooli^  notion  that  lectures  can  teach  ua  a  scisaoB 
without  complete  study  of  our  own.  They  can  but  excite  us  to 
begin  for  ourselves ;  possibly  they  may  assist  our  efibrts  ;  they  cto 
in  no  way  supersede  them." 

There  is  a  paper  on  Yeratrum  Yiride  in  each  volume  of  Transac- 
tions—one  by  Dr.  J.  G.  Ktlb,  of  Xenia,  the  other  by  Dr.  P.  U. 
Jameson,  of  Indianapolis.  We  see  also,  by  the  proceedings  of  our 
State  Society,  that  part  of  its  time  was  occupied  in  listening  to  the 
verbal  report  of  cases  in  which  the  remedy  has  been  nsed.  Now,  if 
we  think  it  generally  unadvisable  to  report  cases  in  detail  in  papers 
read  before  the  Society  we  think  it  far  worse  to  give  them  verbally ; 
this  should  only  be  done  at  the  county  societies,  where  meedngt 
are  held  more  frequently  and  time  is  less  precious  ;  but  even  there 
w^  think  that  anything  worth  presenting  is  worth  preparing  ;  and 
it  certainly  is  nothing  less  than  an  imposition  to  ask  men  who  ban 
left  their  homes  and  their  business  to  come  to  the  State  Society  to 
spend  time  listening  to  anything  so  crude,  imperfect,  and  uninstruo- 
tive  as  verbal  reports  of  cases  necessarily  are. 

*  Dr.  Arnold,  **  Lectures  on  Modem  History." 
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.   The  papers  upon  tbis  subject  deserve  our  notice  from  the  great 
interest  which  the  new  remedy  is  exciting  in  the  minds  of  the  profes* 
sion  as  well  as  from  the  great  daims  that  are  made  for  its  value,  and 
we  looked  with  interest  for  information  upon  a  subject  so  novel  and 
important.    With  the  history  of  the  Yeratrum,  a  sketch  of  which 
is  given  by  botb  gentlemen^  and  with  the  testimony  collected  from 
journals  of  its  value,  we  have  nothing  here  to  do ;  our  inquiry  is  in 
r^ard  to  the  amount  of  actual  experience  each  writer  has  had  with 
the  article,  and  the  hind  of  evidence  he  gives  in  its  favor.  All  who  have 
used  the  remedy  agree  in  regard  to  its  action  in  reducing  the  frequen^* 
cy  of  the  heart's  contractions,  and  that  it  exerts^this  action  primar« 
ily,  independent  of  produdng  nausea ;  as  to  the  certainty  of  this  efibel 
there  is  some  difibrence  of  opinion  in  the  two  papers  before  us ;  Dr» 
^yle  thinks  it  may  be  administered  **  without  any  dread  of  dissa> 
pointment ;"  Dr.  Jameson  says  *'  there  is  sometimes  nausea  with* 
out  the  circulation  being  aSeoted."    That  it  is  a  medicine  of  great 
power  is  the  testimony  <tf  eveiy  one  having  had  the  least  experienos 
with  it,  but  is  it  a  safe  one  ?     Tliis  is  a  question  which  Dr.  Kyle 
does  not  notice^  except  incidentally,  but  which  Dr.  Jameson  fairly 
meets.     Although  nothing  definite  is  said  upon  this  point  by  the 
former  we  think  doubts  would  be  raised  in  any  mind  on  reading  itf 
his  paper  that  **  it  induces  an  unusual  degree  of  paleness  and  cold- 
ness— a  sense  of  great  exhanation  or  dissolution--^>ooa8ionally  a 
slight  or  pleasant  delirinm  or  hysteria,"  and  "finds  that  to  remove 
its  **  unpleasant  efiects  '*  be  recommends  the  use  of  mustard  plas- 
ters to  the  spine  and  extremities,  syrup  of  morphine  and  tincture  of 
ginger  1    We  would  not  hold  the  remedy  guilty  of  the  death  of  a 
child  reported  by  our  Indiana  friend,  as  the  case  was  almost  hope* 
less,  and  it  was  given  as  a  dernier  rssort ;  for  the  later  stages  ct 
any  disease  the  remedy  evidently  is  not  adapted,  but  it  is  somewhat 
different  with  the  case  of  a  *'delicatelady  "  sufiering  under  plenio* 
pneumonia,  and  was  taken  suddenly  worse  while  using  the  medicine 
«« in  small  dosea,  once  in  four  hours  "  and  died  in  about  ten  houra 
after.    We  can  not,  it  is  true,  cbaige  the  death  to  the  remedy-— the 
writer  imputes  it  to  sudden  congestion  of  the  lungs— but  it  haa 
been  reported  that  if  the  **  mere  suspicion  "  of  such  a  thiqg  is 
raised  it  may  put  others  on  their  guard.    Booh  a  case  certainly 
excites  suspicion  in  our  mind,  and  we  shall  bear  it  in  mind  when 
giving  the  remedy.    Dr.  Janieaon  also  q^eaki  ef  naueea  and  vomit* 
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isgwiUi  *' great  depressionr— sensaiioiui  of  diokiag  andtmoClMr- 
iDj^— difficulty  in  bieathing— hiccoogh  and  diaaineM  "  being  sona- 
times  produced  by  it,  but  on  tbe  wbole  doea  not  deem  it  any  mon 
dangerous  than  other  medicines  in  common  nse. 

What  is  the  evidence  presented  in  these  two  papers  npon  the 
virtues  of  the  remedy  in  special  diseases  ?  We  must  candidly  say 
that  it  is  very  little  indeed.  Both  gentlemen  are  deeply  impressed 
with  its  value— one  says  that  in  the  treatment  of  pneomonia  bs 
ahould  feel  as  **  awkwardly  situated  "  without  it  aa  without  the 
preparations  of  bark  in  the  treatment  of  intermittents ;  the  other 
has  used  it  with  **  very  Batisfactoiy  results  "  in  Pseomonia,  ly* 
phoid  and  Puerperal  Fevers*  But  the  facta  they  praeent  will  not 
lead  others  to  the  same  condnsions ;  with  the  exception  of  uro 
cases  (one  of  pneumonia  and  one  of  bronchitis)  given  by  Dr.  Ky]s^ 
where  **  no  other  remedy  was  used»''  we  claim  that  no  inlerenes 
can  be  drawn  in  regard  to  the  value  of  tbe  medicine  from  the  cases 
reported.  For  instance,  what  can  be  claimed  for  it  in  acute  hImq* 
matism  when  opium  is  to  be  adminstered  with  it  in  dosea  accordiif 
to  the  amount  of  pain  ?  The  treatment  of  rheumatiam  by  opium 
alone— except  "premising  a  mercurial  cathartic*' — haa  warm  ad* 
Tocates.  Turning  to  the  other  paper  we  find  that  in  pnenmooia 
the  article,  *'  alternated  with  small  doses  of  mercury  "  for  '*  twelve 
or  eighteen  hours  **  is  followed  by  '*  satisfactory  results  ;"  and  in  a 
case  of  puerperal  fever,  reported  at  length,  the  remedy  was  given 
for  about  three  days,  when  two  grs.  of  blue  mass  with  morphine 
were  ordered  every  four  hours  ;  in  twenty-four  hours  the  patient 
was  better,  then  a  dose  of  castor  oil  or  turpentine  was  given,  and 
the  next  day  she  was  still  better.  Now  to  give  small  doses  of  mer- 
cury for  twelve  or  eighteen  hours  is  to  produce  the  mercurial  im« 
pression,  and  to  produce  the  mercurial  impression  is  to  exercise  the 
most  potent  influence  in  controlling  inflammationn  kown  to  medical 
science^at  least,  previous  to  the  discovery  of  Veratrum  Yiride  1 
And  to  express  the  belief  that  in  a  case  treated  in  this  manner  "  the 
credit  of  tbe  recovery  was  mainly  due  to  the  Yeratmm  Viride  "  ia 
to  slight  the  evidence  almost  as  badly  as  the  celebrated  Frenchmant 
who  being  told  that  the  facts  did  not  agree  with  his  theory,  replied 
"  TarU  pis  pour  Uifaita  "  /  We  have  no  doubt  that  the  Yeratnnn 
will  prove  a  remedy  of  great  value,  as  it  is  one  of  great  power,  but 
we  have  not  yet  such  sufficient  evidence  as  to  induce  na  to  use  it  in 
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more  than  a  limited  number  of  cases,  nor  has  that  contained  in 
these  papers  increased  the  list  of  diseases  in  which  we  shall  make  a 
trial  of  its  powers.  Of  one  thing  we  are  yery  certain — that  no 
scientific  problem  requires  more  mental  acumen,  more  patient  and 
dose  observation,  more  sompnlons  honesty,  nor  more  sound  and 
calm  judgment,  than  the  investigation  of  the  powers  of  a  new 
lemedy  and  the  discovery  of  its  relative  and  positive  value. 

Pneumonia  is  a  subject  which  occupies  several  other  portions  of 
both  transactions,  besides  the  papers  on  Yeratrum.  It  is  one  of 
great  practical  importance  to  western  physicians,  from  its  preva* 
lence,  and  from  the  modification  in  its  treatment  necessary  as  H 
accrues  in  our  malarious  districts.  The  occasional  value  of  quia* 
ine  in  this  disease  has  long  been  iamOiar  to  every  practical  maui 
but  it  is  only  lately  that  the  general  necessity  of  its  administration 
in  pneumonia  is  being  expressed.  This  mode  of  treatment  finds  a 
strong  advocate  in  Dr.  Ooolbt,  who  in  his  report  on  Practice,  says 
that  he  sees  *'  no  other  kind  of  pneumonia  than  the  typhoid/'  for 
which  quinine  was  first  recommended  ;  he  gives  the  remedy  fredy, 
and  has  **  seen  but  one  result — a  speedy  cure.*'  There  is  an  intex^ 
esting  article  upon  this  subject  in  the  September  number  of  the 
Weston  Lancet,  from  the  Transactions  of  the  State  Medical 
Society  of  NorA  Carolina.  We  do  not  like  Dr.  Gogley's  remaik 
in  regard  to  Dr.  Todd's  treatment  of  this  disease.  He  says  he  haa 
tried  it  **  without  any  definite  results,"  which  is  far  too  indefinite, 
as  the  patient  must  either  have  recovered  or  died.  Moreover,  in  his 
enumeration  of  the  particulars  of  Dr.  Todd's  plan,  he  omits  a  very 
important  one— thorough  and  continued  turpentine  steeping  of  the 
chest.  With  this,  and  **  acetate  of  ammonia,  ptisans,  soup  and 
wine"  we  have  seen  that  gentleman  eminently  successfol  in  pneu- 
monia ;  but  to  take  the  poor  of  London  from  the  midst  of  their 
want  and  wretchedness  and  place  them  in  comfortable  beds  in  the 
warm  wards  of  an  hospital  is  to  ezerdse  almost  as  great  a  remedial  in- 
fluence upon  them  as  we  can  do  on  our  patients  by  the  administrv* 
tion  of  any  remedy ;  the  eireomstanoes  of  the  patients  di£br  too 
widely  to  expect  the  same  treatment  to  yidd  equal  results  in  both 
oases.  In  the  Indiana  Transactions  is  a  report  on  Blood-letting  in 
Pneumonia,  by  Dr.  Ellis,  of  Haxdinsbuigfa,  which  we  call  a  very 
sensible  paper  indeed  upon  soeh  a  subject  It  occupies  about  half  a 
page  and  mqr  be  given  in  one  of  tfca  asolBBQei— *•  Tba  onenmstanoe* 
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whioh  indicate  bleeding  ere  femilier  to  eveiy  pbjeician  end  it  ie 
mineoeeserj  to  describe  them/'  Thii  ie  much  better  than  to  cob- 
mence  with  Hippocrates  and  pass  down  through  Celeiie»  and  Gaka 
and  the  Arabians,  uriaiim,  and  make  np  a  paper  by  giving  snch  a 
sketch  of  medical  historj  as  is  to  be  foond  in  several  text  books. 

We  have  filled  the  space  allottsd  to  ns,  if  we  have  not  ffxhsniteil 
the  patience  of  onr  readers,  and  mnst  content  onrselves  with  giving 
a  list  of  the  remaining  papers.  To  notice  them  in  detail  wcMild  be 
to  introdaoe  several  subjects,  each  of  which  would  demand  too 
much  of  our  space  for  a  single  article ;  several  of  them  desene 
notice  from  the  intrinsic  interest  of  the  snbjeets,  the  amount  cf 
labor  expended  hj  their  authors,  and  the  valuable,  original  informa- 
tion contained  in  them ;  of  some,  again»  we  could  not  speak  in 
praise,  however  unpleasant  it  may  be  to  find  fault.  Bat  it  hss 
become  too  much  the  custom  to  speak  in  unqualified  praise  cf 
every  literary  production  and  every  medical  work  which  issoes 
from  the  press.  To  pursue  a  uniform  eouzse  without  regard  to  msrit 
is  to  make  praise  and  censure  alike  worthless,  and  to  destroy  tfas 
usefulness  of  the  joumaUst  in  one  of  its  most  eesential  points. 

The  following  are  the  reports  which  we  have  not  yet  noticed : 

"  On  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear,''  by  Dr.  Pabyih,  of  India- 
apolis. 

''  On  Fractures  and  False  Joints,"  by  Dr.  Meikeb,  of  Laporte,  la. 

"On  Obstetrics,"  by  Dr.  Halston,  of  Zanesville,  Ohio. 

"  On  Suigery,"  by  Dr.  John  Dawson,  of  Columbus,  O. 

*'  On  the  Typography,  Hydrography,  Geology,  Meteorology, 
Mortuary  Statistics,  Endemic  and  Epidemic  Diseases  of  Sandusky, 
Ohio,"  by  Dr.  MoMeens. 

*•  On  Medical  Literature,"  by  Dr.  Scott,  of  Shadeville,  O. 

"  On  Chloroform,  "by  Dr.  R.  Thompson,  of  Columbus,  O. 

*<  On  Moral  Insanity,"  by  Dr.  Mbad,  of  the  Cincinnati  Retreat 
for  the  Insane. 

**  On  Uterine  Diseases,"  by  Dr.  McMsxns,  of  Sandusky,  O. 

There  are  other  matters  of  interest  in  these  Transactions  besides 
the  papers  we  have  mentioned,  such  as  the  obituary  notices  of 
deceased  members  and  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  Indiana  Society 
to  the  memory  of  the  departed  Kans,  and  die  entertainment  of  h^ 
companion  Dr.  Hats  in  our  own  State.  We  may  as  well  mention, 
too,  some  things  that  are  not  there ;  for  like  the  National  Aaaoeiation 
our  State  Societies  can  more  easily  find  men  to  aooept  the  appoint* 
ment  on  committees  than  to  fulfil  their  dntiss.    In  Ohio  tbe 
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mittees  on  Medical  Societies,  and  on  the  Relation  of  the  Microeeope 
to  Pathology  failed  to  report,  as  did  those  in  Indiana  on  Bnrgeiy, 
Chemistry,  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  and  Indigenous  Bfateria  Mediot. 
Some  of  these  are  most  important  subjects,  and  some  afford  the 
very  host  field  for  original  research  and  investigation.  These  omie- 
sions,  of  course,  are  sometimes  occasioned  by  drcnmstanoes  beyond 
the  control  of  the  individuals  concerned,  but  generally  this  is  not 
the  case.  There  are  many  other  improvements  to  be  made  in  our 
State  Society  before  it  becomes  all  it  should  be  and  is  capable  of 
doing  all  it  might  do  for  the  benefit  of  the  profession.  Some  of 
these  improvements  we  hope  to  see  at  another  meeting,  and  we 
shall  chronicle  them  with  pleasure,  for  we  look  upon  the  associa- 
tion of  individual  members  into  county  and  state  societies  as  one 
of  the  most  efiScient  means  of  promoting  the  general  good. — J.  0.  B. 


We  reoently  noticed  the  publication  in  London  of  Dr.  Wai9cn*M 
Lectures  an  the  Principles  and  PracHee  of  Physic.  As  yet,  we 
have  been  unable  to  procure  a  copy  of  the  new  edition,  but  believ- 
ing  thai  many  of  our  readers  would  like  to  know  something  of  the 
alterations  and  additions  made,  we  insert  a  brief  review  of  it  which 
we  find  in  the  Lcndon  Medical  Tmss  and  Oasette  for  October  81st; 

The  third  edition  of  these  Lectures  has  been  for  some  time  out 
of  print.  The  fourth  now  appears,  so  carefully  revised  as  to  add 
considerably  to  the  value  of  a  book  already  acknowledged,  wherever 
the  English  language  is  read,  to  be  beyond  comparison^  the  best 
systematic  work  on  the  Principlee  and  Practice  of  Physio  in  the 
whole  range  of  Medical  literature.  Every  lecture  contains  proof 
of  the  extreme  anxiety  of  the  author  to  Iseep  pace  with  the  advan- 
cing knowledse  of  the  day,  and  to  bring  the  results  of  the  labors, 
not  only  of  pnvsicians,  but  of  chemists  and  of  histologists,  before 
his  readers,  wherever  they  can  be  turned  to  useful  account.  And 
this  is  done  with  such  a  cordial  appreciation  of  the  merit  due  to 
the  industrions  observer,  such  a  generous  desire  to  encourage  younger 
and  rising  men,  and  such  a  candid  acknowledgement  of  his  own 
obligations  to  them,  that  one  scarcely  knows  whether  to  admire 
most  the  pure,  simple,  forcible  English— -the  vast  amount  of  prac- 
tical information  condensed  into  the  Lectures— or  the  manly,  kind* 
hearted,  unassuming  character  of  the  lecturer  shining  through  his 
work.  One  extract  may  serve  to  prove  all  this.  We  tiSoe  it» 
almost  at  random  from  the  lectore  on  Continued  Fever  :i^ 
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"  For  a  long  time  I  held,  in  common,  I  believe,  with  most  En^ 
lisli  physicians,  that  no  definite  line  of  genuine  distinction  could  bt 
drawn  between  the  various  forms  of  oontinned  fever  met  with  ia 
this  country.  I  was  indeed  aware — ^it  was  impossible  to  be  long 
engaged  in  hospital  practice  without  becoming  aware — that  differ- 
ent epidemics  presented  very  striking  features  of  diversity,  and  even 
of  contrast — so  as  to  excite  the  frequent  suspicion  that  the  maladies 
composing  them  might  be  specifically  distinct.  Still,  taking  into 
account  their  strong  general  resemblance— ^ding  that  these  liks, 
yet  varying  forms,  were  often,  more  or  less,  intermixed — ^noticing 
also  that  other  distempers  fluctuated  in  type,  that  within  the  last 
twenty  years  all  acute  disorders  had  assumed,  in  this  town  at  least, 
an  altered  and  more  asthenic  character,  I  conceived,  and  I  tao^it, 
that  the  diflferences  to  which  I  have  adverted  in  the  avpect  and 
phenomena  of  continued  fever,  depended  more  upon  what  is  called 
the  epidemic  constitution — that  is  to  say,  more  upon  an  aoqniied 
disposition  of  the  human  body  produced  by  some  obecore  generd 
innuenoe,  and  therefore  afi^ting  the  entire  London  community,^ 
than  upon  any  essential  difference  in  the  nature  of  the  diaease  itaelf, 
or  in  the  virus  from  which  (as  I  believed)  it  sprang. 

"  But  I  think  so  no  longer.  The  Dr  Jeimer  of  our  time,  with 
patience  and  sagacity  worthy  of  the  great  name  he.  bears,  has  traced 
out  plain  lines  of  division  Mtween  two  or  three  forms  of  continued 
fever,  and  especially  between  two  forms,  which  had  been  chiefly  con- 
founded tc^ther,  and  which  we  now  call  respectivelj  (xpAict  and 
typhoid  fever.  In  the  affinity  of  these  names  is  still  implied  the 
similarity  of  the  two  disorders ;  but  Dr.  Jenner  has  shown,  by 
evidence  which  quite  satisfies  my  mind,  that  they  di£fer  notably  and 
constantly  in  their  symptoms  and  course,  in  their  duration,  in  their 
comparative  fatality,  in  the  superficial  markings  which  respectively 
belong  to  them,  and  which  warrant  our  classing  them  among  the 
exanthemata,in  the  internal  organic  changes  with  which  they  are 
severally  attended,  and  (what  is  the  most  important,  the  most  con- 
elusive,  and  the  mo  t  difficult  point  to  determine  of  all)  in  their 
exciting  causes.  For  some  reasons  it  may  be  regpietted  that  names 
so  much  alike  should  have  been  given  to  diseases  which  are  really 
distinct,  yet  even  this  may  not  be  without  its  advantage,  if  it  keep 
the  attention  of  the  observer  on  the  alert  to  discriminate  between 
the  two  kindred  disorders.  For  my  own  part,  I  could  have  wished 
that  typhoid  fever  had  been  named,  as  Dr.  William  Budd  names  it, 
intestinid  fever." — p.  756.* 

*  It  is  a  bare  act  of  justice  to  record,  that  so  early  aa  the  spring  on  840 
a  paper  was  read  before  the  Parisian  Medical  Society,  by  Dr.  Alexander  P. 
Stewart,  in  which  the  main  distinctions  between  typhos  and  typhoid  fevtr. 
were  clearly  set  forth.  And  in  1842,  Dr.  Bartlett's  ezecllcnt  book  on 
Feyer  testified  to  the  same  distinctions,  as  he  had  noticed  them  in  tha 
United  States. 
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We  quote  this  passage  with  aditional  |)lea8nre  as  Dr.  Jezmer's 
lectares  on  fever  appeared  first  in  oar  colamns* 

But  far  more  recent  researches  than  those  of  Dr.  Jenner  are  laid 
under  contribution  by  Dr.  Watson,  and  the  observers  receive  th^r 
meed  of  appreciation.  Here  is  a  paragraph  as  to  the  supra-renial 
capsules  :— 

**  In  former  courses  of  these  lectares  I  have  said  nothing — ^for  I 
knew  nothing — of  the  morbid  conditions  of  the  supra^rtnal  cap* 
ades.  I  was  ignorant  alike  of  their  physiology  and  of  their  patho- 
logy, of  their  uses  and  of  their  diseases.  A  pathology,  however, 
they  have,  which  vindicates  the  importance  of  these  litUe  organs  in 
the  bodily  economy,  although  it  does  not  disclose  their  purpose. 
The  suspension  of  their  function  (the  necessary  result  of  the  destruo* 
tion,  or  the  extensive  impairment  of  their  structure)  is  fatal  to  life ; 
and  this  mortal  inward  change  is  revealed  before  death  by  one  very 
conspicuous  signal — ^unregarded,  indeed,  till  our  own  day,  and 
reserved  for  the  sagacity  of  our  distinguished  countryman.  Dr. 
Addison,  to  discern  and  to  interpret.  It  is  Very  remarkable  that 
two  physicians  living  at  the  6«me  time,  in  tlu)  same  town,  and 
attached  to  the  same  hospital,  should  have  brought  to  light  two 
most  sArious  forms  of  disease,  utterly  unknown  before,  in  parts  of 
the  body  so  contiguous  ;  and  have  thereby  won  for  themseves  an 
enduring  place  in  the  records  of  Medical  science.  Henceforward, 
the  names  of  Bright  and  of  Addison  must  be  held  in  honorable 
remembrance  whenever  mention  is  made  of  renal  and  supra-renal 
pathology.'*— P.  727. 

The  latest  experiments  of  Brown-S^qnard  illustrative  of  fhe 
physiology  of  the  spinal  chord  are  brought  to  bear  upon  the  ner* 
vous  system.  Sir  David  Brewster's  late  paper  on  Muscn  Yoli- 
tantes  is  epitomised  in  the  lecture  on  Amaurosis.  Palmer's  case  is 
used  in  pointing  out  the  diagnosis  of  tetanus  and  strychnia  poison* 
ing.  The  most  recent  specimens  brought  before  the  Pathological 
Society  are  described  in  discussing  questions  so  lately  raised  respect- 
ing  disease  of  the  supra-renal  capsules.  Even  the  experiments  ci 
Dr.  Richardson  on  the  production  of  rheumatism  and  endocarditis 
by  the  injection  of  lactic  acid  into  the  blood  by  way  of  the  perito- 
naaum,  and  which  have  only  been  made  known  as  yet  through  this 
Journal,  are  not  lost  sight  of.  These  are  but  a  few  of  the  many 
instances  proving  the  conscientious  care  of  the  author  in  the  revi* 
sion  of  this  edition  of  his  Lecture8,^a  care  the  most  praiseworthy, 
when  **  want  of  leisure  can  be  pleaded  with  undoubted  justice  as 
well  as  **  unceasing  demands  upon  his  whole  time,  strength,  and 
thoughts,  by  the  more  imperative  obligations  of  his  professional 
life." 
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SBUICTED  ABTICLB8. 


Prcf.  Oppoher'9  IHagnosis  and  Treatmeni  cf  XJlcer  ef  (k 

Stomach, 

Messrs.  Editors:  Very  little  is  known  in  America  of 
Professor  Johann  Oppolzer,  of  Vienna.  Now  and  then  there 
oomes  to  us,  in  some  foreign  journal,  a  meagre  tranalatioa 
of  some  of  his  lectures,  as  reported  in  the  "^enna  medicii 
gazettes ;  but  I  feel  that  this  greatest  of  clinical  instmctort 
should  be  better  appreciated  here,  exercising  as  much  infla- 
ence  as  he  does  at  the  present  time  over  medical  science,  m 
Europe,  and  I  can  find  no  place  more  suitable  for  an  intn>> 
duetion  than  the  wards  of  the  Allgemeine  Krankenhaus. 

Enter,  then,  with  me,  any  morning  at  8  o'clock,  these  two 
long  halls,  but  be  not  surprised  at  the  lively  tones  and  bustle 
which  precede  the  arrival  of  the  Professor.     Out  of  these  two 
hundred  youne  men  who  follow  him,  you  will  find  represen- 
tatives of  neany  every  nation  in  Europe ;  the  swarthy  Huh 
garian,  the  detested  Bohemian,  the  jewelled  Russian^  tlie 
hirsute  Greek,  the  fastidious  Prussian,  Poles,  Jews,  Italians, 
Swiss,  Danes,  Swedes,  and  Dutchmen,  all  speaking  their  na- 
tive tongues.     It  is  rare  to  see  Frenchmen  so  far  from  home, 
nor  do  they  meet  a  pleasant  welcome  here.     A  few  English 
and  Americans,  perhaps  half  a  dozen  only,  may  be  seen,  and 
one  poor  mulatto,  a  rarity,  whose  hair  is  much  admired.    On 
either  side  lie  the  sick,  every  patient  in  bed  at  the  visit,  ac- 
cording to  rule.     By  each  bedside  stand  flasks  of  glass,  con- 
taining the  night  and  morning  urine,  the  vomitus,  and  the 
expectoration,  and  all  medicine  used  by  the  patient.     The 
fsBces  are  retained  in  similar  vessels  in  a  side-closet,  to  be 
produced  if  necessary  during  the  visit     On  the  wa)l  above 
the  beds  hang  blackboards,  on  which  are  inscribed  the  name, 
condition  and  age  of  the  patient,  date  of  disease  and  of  en- 
trance, number  of  evacuations  daily,  what  diet  is  allowed, 
and  the  minute  diagnosis  always  in  Latin.     In  the  centre  of 
the  room  is  a  case  for  the  chemical  re-agents,  and  microscope, 
which  play  a  very  important  part  in  the  diagnosis  by  the 
bedside. 

Oppolzer  comes  in  punctuallv.  I  cannot  give  my  first  im- 
pression of  him.  It  was,  perhaps,  that  his  pictures  belie 
nim ;  perhaps  that  he  had  made  a  very  hasty  toilet,  had  for- 
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gotten  Us  conar,  and  had  not  made  the  same  use  of  the  Dan* 
ube  as  we  of  the  Gochituate.  The  engravings  show  you  a 
man  with  a  mild,  pleasant  cast  of  features,  almost  dull  in  their 
expression.  The  man  himself  has  a  small  head,  eyes  beaming 
with  fire  and  bonhomie.  A  great  well  of  cnnning  and  knowl- 
edge of  the  world  lies  hid  therein.  His  hand,  with  which  he 
reads  such  curious  riddles  of  disease,  any  lady  might  enyy 
for  its  shape.  We  may  pardon  the  want  of  cleanliness,  when 
we  consider  the  low  rank  in  social  life  to  which  the  scientific 
men  of  Austria  are  condemned.  Durine  the  sway  of  the  last 
Emperor  it  was  quite  the  fashion  to  look  as  idiotic  as  possi- 
ble ;  and  even  now,  no  man  without  a  title  of  nobility  or  a 
military  frock  dare  hold  his  head  erect.  But  it  is  with  the 
man  of  science  alone  that  we  have  to  do,  and  we  will  watch 
his  hands  and  listen  to  his  words  as  he  passes  through  the 
wards.  I  prefer  rather  to  follow  as  nearly  as  possible  the 
order  of  his  remarks,  than  to  attempt  a  more  labored  arrange- 
ment ;  and  I  propose,  first,  to  speak  of  some  of  the  diseases 
of  the  stomach,  of  which  he  recognizes  the  following  Tarie- 
ties. 

1st,  simple  catarrh  of  the  mucous  membrane,  with  swelling 
and  sometimes  hsmorrhage.  2d,  affection  of  the  submucous 
cellular  tissue,  with  formation  of  abscesses,  which  may  burst 
within  or  outwardly.  8d,  an  inflammation  with  an  exudation, 
as  in  croup ;  very  rare,  and  neyer  a  primary  disease.  4th| 
the  follicular  inflammation  produced  by  poisons  and  irritants. 
6th,  round  and  perforating  ulcer.  6tb,  carcinoma.  7th,  en- 
largement of  the  organ. 

UlcuB  rotundum. — Patient,  a  man,  40  years  old,  had  suf- 
fered several  years  from  gastric  symptoms.  Had  fixed  pain 
in  the  pyloric  region,  and  had  vomited  much  blood.  We 
should  begin  our  percussion  at  the  apex  of  the  heart,  for  here 
generally  the  stomach  begins.  In  its  upper  portion  it  is 
covered  by  the  left  lobe  of  the  liver.  Its  lower  limit  may  be 
ascertained  by  the  difference  of  sound  between  it  and  the  in- 
testine below ;  and  if  both  cavities  should  contain  the  same 
material,,  either  gas  or  fiuid,  we  should  give  the  patient  water 
to  drink.  By  auscultation  we  may  hear  the  entrance  of  the 
fluid  during  deglutition,  and  by  change  of  position  the  fluid 
will  be  found  in  the  dependent  part.  In  this  way  we  may 
define  accurately  the  limits  of  the  stomach.  Here  the  sound 
was  metallic  ana  dull  to  the  umbilicus,  where  full  tympanitic 
sound  began.    The  stomachy  therefore,  wm  dilated  to  the 
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navel.  On  palpation,  no  tumor  could  be  discovered.  Here, 
from  examination  of  the  patient,  we  could  not  asy  whether  we 
had  to  do  with  cancer  or  ulcus  perfaran$y  but  the  long  course 
of  the  disease  and  appearance  of  the  individual  proved  con- 
clusively that  it  was  the  latter.  In  many  cases  it  is  difficult 
to  distinguish  which  of  the  two  it  is ;  for  even  the  large  swell- 
ing of  cancer  may  be  concealed  behind  the  liver.  If  the 
tumor  when  found  is  movable,  it  is  more  likely  to  be  cancer, 
because  the  ulctis  peffaram  produces  peritonitis,  and  thus  be- 
comes fixed,  although  cancer  mav  also  be  fixed.  It  has  often 
been  confounded  with  hysteria  (tsk  word  so  long  a  convenient 
mask  for  our  ignorance),  and  perforation  alone  has  shown  the 
mistake.  Chlorosis  is  frequently  mistaken  for  it,  but  we 
can  not  be  too  careful  in  our  diagnosis  between  the  two,  for 
iron  is  as  detrimental  to  the  one  as  beneficial  to  the  other. 
It  often  occurs  in  tuberculosis,  though  there  is  no  connection 
between  them. 

Ulcus  rotundum  usually  affects  the  upper  posterior  pyloric 
portion  of  the  stomach.  Sometimes  four  or  five  ulcers  occur, 
though  rarely  more  than  one.  It  does  not  produce  death  in 
the  majority  of  cases ;  even  when  perforation  takes  place,  the 
stomach  may  have  joined  itself  to  some  other  organ,  by  pri<^ 
circumscribed  peritonitis,  and  thus  a  fistula  be  formed,  either 
with  the  liver,  pancreas  or  abdominal  walls.  It  may  perfor- 
ate any  important  vessel,  ^  and  thus  produce  fatal  hsemor- 
rhage.  The  diaphragm  may  be  attacked,  and  thus  abscess  of 
the  lungs,  gastro-pulmonary  fistula,  or  pneumo-thorax  follow. 
Gases  liave  been  known  where  the  pericardium  was  bored 
through.  The  spleen  generally  escapes,  on  account  of  its 
position.  The  communication  may  be  established  with  the 
colon  or  small  intestine,  and  thus  stercoraceous  vomiting  and 
marasmus  ensue.     The  gall-ducts  have  also  been  perforated. 

When,  in  case  of  such  an  ulcer,  we  have  much  bleeding 
from  the  stomach,  we  may  infer  that  the  muscular  coat  has 
been  bored  into.  Sometimes  it  afiects  the  pyloric  orifice  it- 
self, and  no  food  can  pass  into  the  intestine.  The  abdomen 
sinks,  the  stomach  is  distended  even  below  the  umbilicus,  and 
unlesp  the  pylorus  dilates  again,  marasmus  carries  the  pa- 
tient ^Ho  the  ground,"  as  the  Germans  say.  Enlargement 
of  the  organ  takes  place  in  the  case  above  mentioned,  on  ac- 
count of  paralysis  of  its  muscles,  induced  by  the  collection  of 
fluid  in  its  cavity.  Enlargement  may  also  be  caused  by  the 
chronic  catarrh  which  accompanies  the  ulcer,  and  in  this 
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we  shall  have  the  asnal  symptoms  of  dyspepsia.  The  stom- 
ach has  been  so  much  enlarged  as  to  simulate  pregnancy^  and 
has  been  punctured  for  ascites.  This  state  follows  hyaropa- 
thic  treatment  at  times.  An  ulcer  may,  on  the  other  hand, 
cause  contraction  of  the  organ  by  its  cicatrix,  or  of  the  pylo* 
rus,  as  in  cancer. 

To  repeat — pain  is  usually  complained  of  in  a  fixed  spot; 
cardialgia  comes  on  two  or  three  hours  after  eating,  with 
vomiting,  and  pain  is  always  produced  on  pressure ;  whereas 
in  simple  cardialgia,  pain  continues  only  while  food  is  in  the 
organ,  and^is  relieved  by  pressure. 

Treatment. — We  must  act  as  in  cases  of  ordinary  ulcers  on 
the  surface  of  the  body.  Rest  is  the  main  thing,  and  they 
may  be  healed  in  six  or  eight  weeks  without  any  medicine. 
The  diet  is  therefore  all-important,  and  milk  our  chief  and 

freat  reliance.  And  first  sour  milk,  then  butter-milk,  which 
as  been  filtered  to  remove  particles  of  butter,  and  lastly 
fresh  milk,  according  to  the  taste  of  the  patient.  When  fresh 
milk  is  given,  the  casein  coagulates  in  the  stomach  in  large 
masses,  which  are  not  so  easily  borne  as  the  flocculi  of  the 
same  as  they  occur  in  sour  milk.  So  long  as  there  is  any 
cardialgia,  no  flesh  and  no  bread  can  be  allowed.  If  milk  is 
not  borne,  or  is  not  enough  nourishment  for  the  patient,  we 
may  give  an  egg  uncooked  in  thin  soup;  or  if  a  soup  is  not 
admissible,  an  uncooked  egg  in  water.  Finally,  we  may  al- 
low the  finest  arrowroot  or  a  little  rice,  or  whatever  the 
stomach  bears  best.  Very  little  of  anything  is  to  be  given  at 
once.  Sometimes  raw  meat  is  the  only  thing  which  the  sto- 
mach will  retain.  A  case  is  cited  where  a  man  was  examined 
by  all  the  first  physicians  on  the  continent,  and  the  disease 
was  pronounced  to  be  cancer.  The  patient  was  dying  of 
starvation.  Oppolzer  gave  him  pills  of  chopped  raw  veal,  and 
the  man  is  now  living  and  well.  There  is  also  the  cold  cure, 
viz.,  ices,  with  the  exception  of  vanilla,  and  cold  meats ;  no 
soup,  nothing  warm  allowed. 

Medicine. — Nitrate  of  silver  can  have  no  effect,  because 
only  small  doses  can  be  taken,  which  must  act  ^f  it  does  at 
at  all,  for  is  not  the  insoluble  chloride  formed)?  equally  over 
the  whole  surface  of  the  organ,  and  cannot  produce  its  spe- 
cific effect  upon  the  ulcer.  Alum  and  tannin  can  also  have 
no  effect  in  small  dos^s,  or  when  given  for  a  short  time  only, 
and  if  continued  long  they  are  injurious.  The  same  may  be 
said  of  acetate  of  lead,  which  would  have  caused  many  deaths, 
xvin — 58. 
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had  not  the  insoluble  and  therefore  harmless  chloride  been 
formed.  Such  means  must  therefore  be  used  as  will  produce 
cicatrization  without  injurious  consequences.  Oar  treatment 
must  be  especially  directed  to  the  symptoms. 

Cardialgia  is  best  treated  by  opium,  and  a  celebrated  remedy 
is  a  powder  of  morph.  acet,  gr.  i  or  | ;  bismuth  subnit^  gr. 
i.  or  ij.  This  powder  should  be  gi^en  every  morning,  to  pre- 
vent the  attaCK.  If  constipation  contra-indicate  the  use  of 
opium,  we  must  substitute  extract  of  belladonna  for  the  ace- 
tate of/ morphia;  but  in  the  attack  itself,  morphine  must  be 
given.  If  the  pain  is  produced  by  distension  of  the  organ 
with  gas,  and  not  by  the  action  of  the  ulcer  on  the  nerves, 
then  another  plan  should  be  followed.  When  the  stomach  is 
much  distended,  we  obtain  a  clear,  full  tone  on  percussion, 
though  not  tympanitic,  for  to  get  this  we  must  have  air  movea- 
ble in  a  cavity.  The  gas  may  be  removed  by  friction,  by 
hot  clothe,  by  rubbing  with  oil  of  lavender  or  aromatic  tincture. 
Internal  remedies  are  not  so  good. 

Scemorrhage. — Tannin,  sulphate  of  zinc,  acetate  of  leid 
and  alum  have  a  favorable  effect  upon  this  symptom,  but  all 
astringents  should  be  used  in  small  doses,  else  they  bring  on 
emesis.  Ice  pills  given  often,  iced  water,  and  cold  fomenta- 
tions over  the  stomach,  are  the  chief  means  to  be  relied  upon. 
In  severe  haemorrhage  a  state  of  collapse  comes  on.  In  sudi 
cases  the  first  great  rule  is  to  examine  the  mouth  and  pha- 
rynx, and  remove  all  eoagula  therefrom.  The  syncope  most 
be  treated  by  wine,  inhalation  of  vinegar,  hot  cloths  to  the 
limbs,  or  by  soup,  if  no  wine  or  Hoffman's  anodyne  are  at 
hand.  If  the  hsemorrhage  continue,  the  anaemia  and  faint- 
ness  will  return ;  then  we  must  resort  to  strong  astringents, 
and  the  cold  remedies.  We  may  judge  of  the  amount  of 
coagulated  blood  in  the  stomach  by  percussion.  It  must  be 
left,  unless  it  produces  trouble  by  pressure  or  decomposition. 
We  cannot  give  emetics,  but  we  must  rub  the  stomach  anJ 
abdomen  with  aromatics  to  produce  contraction,  and  also 
give  enemata.  Two  drachms  of  magnesia  usta  may  be  ad- 
ministered to  prevent  flatulence  in  such  cases,  and  to  bring 
on  an  alvine  evacuation.  If  the  blood  passes  off  with  the 
stools,  they  will  resemble  wheel  grease  in  color.  Carbon 
ligni  or  charcoal,  prepared  from  bread,  may  be  given  to  cor- 
rect the  foul  gas  in  the  stomach  also.  The  burning  sensation 
in  the  stomach  may  be  remedied  by  subnitrate  of  bismuth, 
given  before  meals,  which  prevents  the  acid  secretion. 
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If  chronic  catarrh  and  enlargement  of  the  organ  are  pre- 
sent, we  must  direct  our  treatment  to  the  former,  and  we 
shall  have  already  removed  all  inflammatory  symptoms  usu- 
ally connected  with  this  state,  by  our  milk  met  and  antiphlo- 
gistic treatment.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  is 
usually  thickened  and  covered  with  a  dense,  pale  mucus, 
which  does  not  allow  the  gastric  juice  to  come  in  contact 
with  the  food,  so  that  it  is  of  the  highest  importance  to  re- 
move this  gluey  covering,  and  this  is  best  done  by  salted 
fluids,  by  which  it  is  much  diluted,  or  by  salted  food,  as 
Dutch  herring,  or  anchovies  cured  with  salt.  We  use,  more- 
over, muriate  of  ammonia,  ipecacuanha  and  nux  vomica.  For 
the  first  fourteen  days  we  give  the  salt  of  ammonia  in  solu- 
tion ;  afterward  the  ipecacuanha,  which  has  an  alterative  ef- 
fect upon  mucous  membrane,  for  the  same  length  of  time, 
in  small  doses;  and,  lastly,  the  nux  vomica.  Contractility 
may  often  be  induced  by  carminatives,  never  by  astringents. 
The  constipation,  which  is  nearly  always  present,  must  be  re- 
moved by  rhubarb  and  aloes.  Oppolzer  thinks  that  when  a 
cathartic  is  followed  by  an  opiate,  the  confused  action  of  the 
intestines  may  induce  invagination.  All  oily  and  fatty  sub- 
stances are  to  be  avoided. 

From  the  frequent  occurrence  of  this  disease  in  Vienna,  I 
am  inclined  to  think  that  many  of  our  cases  of  ^^  dyspepsia*' 
mi^ht  be  resolved  into  the  same,  were  we  not  so  easily  satis- 
fied and  blinded  by  that  very  unsatisfactory  word ;  a  word 
which  I  never  heard  used  by  Oppolzer,  for  he  is  never  satis- 
fied until,  by  the  aid  of  his  acute  eyes  and  ears,  and  skilful 
finders,  he  has  found  some  actual  organic  change  in  an  organ, 
and  can  point  to  the  very  spot. — Bos.  Med,  Surg.  Jour. 

Boston^  October^  1857.  James  C.  Whitb,  M.  D. 


Ccesarean  Section  has  very  recently  been  performed  in  this  city 

by  Dr.  Langenbecker,  on  acconnt  of  extreme  redaction  of  the  an- 

tero-po8terior  diameter  of  the  superior  strait  of  the  pelvis.    The 

woman  has  since  died,  but  the  child  is  alive  and  doing  well. — New 

Orleans  Med,  News  and  Hospital  Gazette, 

The  California  State  Medical  Journal  has  been  discontinued  for 
the  want  of  patronage.  We  thought  such  would  be  its  fate  when 
it  lent  its  pages  to  the  persecution  of  Dr.  Simmons.  Dr.  S.  has 
outlived  the  journal,  and  will,  doubtless,  outlive  the  author  of  the 
ungracious  attack  on  his  reputation  as  a  physician. — lb. 
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OUR  B1B8T  JLND  LAST  YOLUKB. 

OuB  volume  is  ended,  and  with  it  our  connection  as  proprietor  and 
editor  of  the  Journal.  Consolidation  is  the  order  of  the  day,  and 
henceforth  our  readers  will  receive,  in  place  of  The  Western  Lancet, 
The  Cincinnati  LaneH  and  Observer,  Gonid  we  have  foreseen  the 
cares  and  annoyances  of  an  editor  and  proprietor  of  a  medical  jour- 
nal, nothing  could  have  tempted  us  to  add  to  the  demands  on  our 
time,  made  by  our  public  and  private  labors — the  thankless  toil  of 
this  new  vrication.  In  reviewing  the  table  of  contents  appended  to 
the  present  number,  we  feel  that  our  first  volume  contains  as  much 
valuable  matter  as  is  to  be  found  in  any  of  its  predecessors,  but, 
we  confess,  it  falls  far  short  of  what  we  anticipated,  when  we 
entered  upon  our  editorial  duties.  The  State  of  Ohio  can  boast  of 
medical  talent  enough  to  sustain  a  journal  far  superior  to  any  to 
be  found,  at  present,  within  its  borders  ;  but  it  were  easier  to  call 
Lazarus  from  the  grave  than  to  rouse  many  of  the  profession  from 
their  lethargy,  or  secure  their  co-operation  in  any  effort  to  build  up 
a  medical  literature  worthy  of  the  age,  or  the  noble  State  in  whl& 
we  live.  Hie  impression  prevails  throughout  the  country — ^whether 
justly  or  unjustly  it  is  not  for  us  to  decide — ^that  the  Queen  City 
has  been  sadly  vicHmiged  by  the  selfish  cliques  which  have  existed 
in  the  ranks  of  the  profession,  and  too  many  have  been  disposed  to 
exclaim,  when  their  attention  has  been  directed  to  her  medical 
institutions,  or  her  medical  literature — "  Can  anything  good  come 
out  of  Nazareth  ?  "  The  rival  interests  of  the  schools  have  ceased 
to  distract  the  profession,  and  the  Siedical  College  of  Ohio  is  reap- 
ing the  reward  of  united  effort. 

The  Profession  throughout  the  State  can  not  fail  to  welcome  this 
second  attempt  to  diminish  the  number  of  rival  factions  and  inter- 
ests, and  unite  the  talent  of  her  writers. 

We  ask  th&  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  new  Prospectus  issued 
in  the  present  number.  Subscribers  in  arrears  for  the  Western 
Lancet  for  1857,  will  remit  to  our  address.  Money  for  1858  must 
be  sent  to  Dr.  Stevens,  instead  of  to  Wrightson  is  Co.,  as  an- 
nounced in  our  November  number.  Nearly  five  hundred  sub- 
■eriben  are  still  indebted  to  os,  and  we  really  think  they  ought  to 
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avail  themselves  of  the  liberal  o%r  which  has  been  made  to  them. 
To  those  who  refuse  to  accept  onr  proposition,  we  would  say  that, 
for  once,  you  have  the  advantage  over  us,  and  we  shall  be  com* 
pelled  to  submit  to  the  injustice  of  your  course.  Ton  have  received 
our  journal,  published  at  a  much  greater  expense  than  daring  any 
previous  year,  and  we  ask  you  merely  to  refund  us  what  we  have 
paid  out  of  our  purse  for  your  benefit.  We  doubt  whether  our 
successors  will  extend  to  you  greater  generosity. 


NICW    MEDICAL    JOURNAL. 

It  is  rumored  that  Dr.  Yandall,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  proposes  to 
start  a  new  medical  Journal  in  that  city.  We  do  not  believe  that 
it  can  succeed,  for  The  North  American  Medical  and  Chirurgical 
Beview,  The  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  The  NashviUe 
Journal  of  Medicine,  The  London  l4ancet,  and  Braithwaite's  Retro- 
apect  have  such  a  circulation  in  the  Western  States,  that  they 
leave  but  little  room  for  others.  Again,  these  are  in  the  hands 
of  publishers  with  means  to  give  them  a  respectable  appearance, 
and  to  secure  able  contributors  by  remunerating  them  in  such  a 
manner  that  they  can  thus  monopolize  the  best  talent  of  the 
country.  The  London  Lancet  has  a  circulation  in  the  Queen  City 
about  equal  to  that  of  its  own  journals.  Dr.  Yandall  has  the 
ability  to  bring  out  a  valuable  periodical,  and,  if  fond  of  expensive 
luxuries,  he  may  enjoy  the  sport.  For  ourselves,  we  can  truly  say, 
enough  is  as  good  as  a  feast. 


"THE  RIGHTS  OP  AUTHORS." 

We  are  indebted  to  Professor  Paine,  the  learned  author  of  the 
Commentaries,  for  advance  sheets  from  the  Appendix  to  his  new 
edition  of  The  Institutes  of  Medicine,  soon  to  be  published  in 
New  York.  In  this  he  aims  to  prove  "  that  much  that  is  claimed 
by  Dr.  Hall,  and  all  that  he  has  granted  to  Dr.  Campbell — and 
therefore  all  that  Dr.  Allen  appropriates  to  himself,*  abounds  in 
this  volume,  and,  in  fact,  constitutes  the  life  and  soul  of  the  work, 
as  it  does,  also,  of  the  **  Commentaries,"  and  of  the  Essay  on  the 
Modus  operandi  of  Remedies  ;  "  nor  can  the  reader  fail  of  the  con- 

*'*Uau8  utrique 
Error ;  sed  Tariis  illudit  partibus.'^— jffbra««. 
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clasion  that,  were  Dr.  Hall's  '  adjudication/  and  Dr.  Allen's  af- 
terthought, founded  in  any  justice,  and  were  not  the  claimants  them- 
selves the  ohnoxious  parties,  the  present  writer  would  have  heen 
long  ago  convicted  hy  them  and  by  others  of  arrogant  assurance 
and  the  grossest  plagiarisms.  Nevertheless,  the  Author  is  most 
happy  to  find  that  his  solitary  position  is  becoming  relieved,  and 
that  a  practical  direction  has  been  given  to  his  labors  by  others 
which  can  not  fail  of  carrying  forward  the  gi^at  doctrines  at  which 
he  has  toiled,  and  against  manifold  obstacles,  during  his  professional 
life." 

The  author  has  promised  us  an  early  copy  of  the  work,  and  then 
we  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  returning  to  the  subject.  It  is 
right  that  we  should  add  that  Dr.  Allen  is  down  upon  the  author 
of  the  Commentaries  in  the  December  number  of  the  Medical  Inde^ 
pendent,  ahd  after  perusing  his  Reply  to  Professor  Paine,  spiced 
with  pepper,  vinegar,  and  mustard,  we  can  only  exclaim  in  reference 
to  the  question  of  priority,  Fortufkiti  ambo  I 


HEW  FUBUOATIOKS. 

Dr.  E.  H.  Sieveking  (associate  author  with  Dr.  G.  Hanfield 
Jones  on  Pathological  Anatomy)  has  just  published  a  book  in  Lon- 
don on  Epilepsy  and  EpilepHform  Seizures,  A  new  edition  of  The 
Microscope  and  its  Revelations,  by  Dr.  Carpenter,  is  announced  as 
ready  in  London.  Dr.  Robt.  Adams,  Ex-President  of  the  Patholo- 
gical Society  of  Dublin,  is  the  author  of  a  new  work  entitled  A 
Treatise  on  Rheumatic  Gout,  or  Chronic  Rheumatic  Arthritis  on 
all  the  Articulations.  With  it  there  is  a  quarto  Atlas  of  Plates. 
Dr.  Adams  was  a  very  able  contributor  to  Dr.  Todd's  Encyclopedia 
of  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  and  judging  from  his  former  contri- 
butions on  the  Articulations,  we  doubt  not  the  present  will  be  found 
to  be  one  of  the  best  works  on  the  subject  in  the  English  language. 
The  price  in  London  is  2l8.  A  new  edition  (the  fifth)  of  Dr. 
Bedford's  clinical  lectures  on  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children 
has  just  besn  published  by  S.  S.  dc  W.  Wood,  of  New  York.  Dr. 
H.  Bence  Jones  is  the  British  editor  of  a  complete  treatise  On 
Wine,  by  G.  J.  Mulder,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Universi^ 
of  Utrecht 
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UsKs  OF  THE  Potato — ^In  France  the  farinm  is  Iai^Ijt  used  for 
enlinary  purposes.  The  famed  gravies,  sanoes,  and  sonps  of  FraaeB 
are  largely  indebted  for  their  excellence  to  that  sonrce,  and  its  bread 
and  pastry  equally  so  ;  while  a  great  deal  of  the  so-called  Cognac 
imported  into  England  from  France,  is  the  prodnce  of  the  potato. 
Throughout  Germany  the  same  uses  are  common  ;  and  in  Poland 
the  manufacture  of  spirit  from  the  potato  is  a  most  extensive  trade. 
**  Stettin  Brandy,"  well  known  in  commerce,  is  largely  imported 
into  England,  and  from  thence  to  many  of  our  foreign  possessions 
as  the  produce  of  the  grape,  and  is  placed  on  many  a  table  in  Eng* 
land  as  the  same  ;  while  the  fair  ladies  of  our  general  country  per- 
fume themselves  with  the  spirit  of  potato  under  the  designation  of 
£au  de  Cologne,  But  there  are  other  uses  which  this  esculent  it 
turned  to  abroad.  After  extracting  the  farina,  the  polp  is  manufac- 
tured into  ornamental  articles,  such  as  picture  frames,  snuff  boxes, 
and  several  descriptions  of  toys,  and  the  water  that  runs  from  it  ii 
the  process  of  manufacture  is  a  most  valuable  scourer.  For  perfectly 
cleansing  woollens,  and  such  like  articles,  it  is  the  housewife's  ptn- 
aoea,  and  if  the  washerwoman  happens  to  have  chilblains,  she  be- 
comes cured  by  the  operation. — Paper  read  before  the  Bridtk 
Association. 


French  Tybannt  over  Physicians. — ^The  tribunal  of  Sen] is  lately 
condemned  a  highly  respectable  practitioner  to  pay  a  fine  of  1500 
francs  for  refusing  to  attend  a  woman  in  labor.  He  declineti  on  the 
score  of  serious  ill  health.  The  woman  died  shortly  after  her  deli- 
very, and  it  was  charged  that  her  death  (from  puerperal  convul- 
sions) was  due  to  his  non-attendance.  The  Medical  Association  of 
the  Department  of  the  Seine — of  which  Paul  Dubois  is  President — 
protested  against  the  decision,  and  the  case  was  appealed  to  an- 
other tribunal.  The  condemned  practitioner  had  suffered  from  hemi- 
pl^a,  and  was  in  delicate  health.  At  the  second  trial  the  convic- 
tion was  quashed. 


The  University  of  London  and  Homceopathy. — At  a  late  exami 
nation  for  the  degree  of  M.  B.  of  the  University  of  London,  a  can 
didate,  who  was  known  to  profess  and  practise  homoeopathy, 
iqected. 
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Rbv.  Sidney  Sioth  on  Hay  Fever. — ^In  a  letter  to  Dr.  Holland, 
the  eccentric  Dean  of  St.  Paul  thas  gives  his  personal  experience 
in  this  complaint : 

'  I  am  snfilering  from  my  old  complaint,  the  hay  fever  (as  it  is 
called).  My  fear  is  perishing  by  deliqnescence  ;  I  melt  away  in 
nasal  and  lachrymal  proflavia.  My  remedies  are  warm  pedilnvinm, 
cathartics,  topical  applications  of  a  watery  solution  of  opium  to  eyes, 
ears,  and  the  interior  of  the  nostrils.  The  membrane  is  so  irrita- 
ble that  light,  dnst,  contradiction  and  absurd  remark,  the  sight  of 
a  Dissenter — anything — sets  me  sneezing  ;  and  if  I  begin  sneezing 
at  twelve,  I  don't  leave  off  till  two  o'clock,  and  am  heard  distinctly 
in  Taunton,  when  the  wind  sets  that  way — a  distance  of  six  miles. 
Turn  your  mind  to  the  little  curse.  If  consumption  is  too  power- 
ful for  physicians,  at  least  they  should  not  suffer  themselves  to  be 
outwitted  by  such  little  upstart  disorders  as  the  hay  fever." 


Lithotomy. — On  the  10  th  inst.  we  removed  a  large  triple  phos- 
phate calculus  from  a  lad  six  years  of  age.  On  the  2l8t  the  boy  left 
for  his  home  in  Ross  county,  in  a  most  excellent  condition.  The 
operation  was  performed  before  the  class  in  the  amphitheatre  of  the 
Medical  College  of  Ohio.  On  the  22d  inst.,  m  the  same  amphithe- 
atre we  performed  Allarton's  operation  (incision  and  dilatation)  on 
a  boy  10  months  old  1  The  stone  was  extracted  on  the  46th  hour 
after  incision.  On  the  27th  the  little  patient  was  doing  well.  Il- 
lustrations of  this  method  will  appear  in  our  January  number. 


[n  the  case  of  Maria  Louise,  Dubois  found  to  his  dismay  that 
there  was  a  hip  presentation,  which,  according  to  Merriman,  occnia 
but  once  in  1800  cases.  He  requested  Napoleon  to  send  for  counsel, 
to  which  the  Emperor  made  the  following  reply  :  "  Sir,  if  you 
were  not  here  you  would  be  instantly  sent  for.  Go  back  to  the  Em- 
press' chamber,  and  treat  her  as  you  would  a  baker's  wife."  Duboia 
proceeded  to  effect  podalic  version,  but  when  the  head  reached  the 
inlet  of  the  pelvis  it  got  completely  locked.  By  means  of  the  for- 
ceps, delivery  was  at  length  accomplished,  bat  iieveral  minutes  elap- 
sed before  respiration  was  established.  Dubois  was  created  Baron, 
and  received  a  present  of  £4000. — Abridged  from  Ae'$  CcUeciUm 
qf  lUmarkabie  Oa$€$  in  Surgery. 
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Lectdrb  Term. — Some  of  onr  exchanges  aie  discnssiog  the  pne- 
ticabilitj  of  prolonging  the  lecture  term,  and  of  reforming  the  pr»- 
sent  system  of  medical  education.  The  Nashville  Jonmal  asserti 
that  the  poverty  of  the  student  is  the  most  serious  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  reform.  The  New  Orleans  Medical  News  and  Hospital 
Gazette  declares  that  this  is  a  libel  on  their  better  natures.  Thej  find 
in  the  Crescent  City  that  students  increase  in  numbers,  notwith- 
standing their  experiment  of  a  five  months  session.  The  BoGUo 
Medical  Journal  thinks  that  the  free  schools  are  of  service  to  the 
others  as  they  "  winnow  the  chaff."  We  are  glad  to  see  this  sub- 
ject agitated,  but  we  doubt  whether  much  will  be  done — as  is  bj 
many  anticipated — at  the  next  meeting  of  the  National  Medical 
Association.  Other  matters  will  probably  monopolize  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  time  at  the  next  meeting ;  and  if  we  do  not  misinterpret 
the  signs,  it  will  be  a  stormy  session  I 


Slesp. 

Sleep,  that  knits  up  the  ravelled  sleeve  of  care : 
The  death  of  each  day's  life — sore  labor's  bath  : 
Balm  of  hurt  minds — great  nature's  second  course  : 
Chief  nourisher  in  life's  feast. — Macbeth. 


Phrenology. — When  Dr.  Spurzheim  had  finished  an  examina- 
tion of  the  Ettrick  Shepherd's  cranium,  the  latter  thus  summarilj 
disposed  of  the  "  Science." 

"  My  dear  fellow,  if  a  few  knots  and  swells  make  a  scull  of  gen- 
ius, I've  seen  mony  a  saft  chiel  get  a  swapping  oiganization  in  ^^e 
minutes,  at  Selkirk  tryst." 


Medical  Students. — In  London  the  number  at  present  attending 
lectures  is  less  than  usual.  In  New  York  and  Philadelphia  no  ma- 
terial change.  In  New  Orleans  both  schools  are  flourishiDg.  From 
Nashville  we  have  no  tidings.  It  is  said  the  Medical  CoU^  of 
Ohio,  outnumbers  this  winter  both  of  the  schools  in  Louisville ! 
Louisville  can  not  support  two  flourishing  schools,  and  from  pre- 
sent prospects  they  will  be  compelled  to  imitate  those  in  the  Qoeen 

ty  and  conMolidate. 
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SincnLATiKa  Diurbtio. 

Dr.  Drake  states  in  his  work  on  The  Principal  Diseans  of  th§ 
Interior  Valley  of  North  America,  that  his  preceptor  Dr.  Goforth. 

was  very  partial  to  the  following  prescription  : 

Ijk  Parsley  Root 

Horse-radish  i    ^  ^  -•      t,^:«^ 

BPk  Mostord  Seed    r  ^  ^  ^'^'*  ^^"^ 
Juniper  Berries 

Ristoflron  \    ««58S.,  m. 

Infose  in  a  gallon  of  hard  cider  for  three  days,  in  a  covered  ves- 

9d,  and  then,  immediately  after  strong  agitation,  pass  the  liquid 

through  a  thin  strainer  and  bottle.    The  dose  is  from  two  to  four 

ounces,  four  to  six  times  a  day.     Agitate  the  bottle  before  pouring 
out  the  dose. 


Caustic  Alkaubs  and  Narootio  Alkaloids. — ^Dr.  Qarrod  re- 
cently read  a  paper  before  the  Royal  Medical  and  Ghirurgical  Society 
in  which  he  asserted  that  caustic  alkalies  destroy  the  narcotic  alka- 
loids of  belladonna,  stramonium,  and  hyoscyamus,  and  that  even  in 
the  dilute  form  of  ten  minims  of  liquor  potasssd  to  the  ounce  of 
water,  the  peculiar  properties  of  henbane  and  the  other  narcotics  are 
completely  neutralised.  One  of  our  most  favorite  prescriptions  for 
relieving  the  ecalding  in  blennorhagia,  and  in  many  cases  of  irritable 
bladder,  has  been  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  liquor  potasssd  and 
tinct.  hyoscyamus,  and  although  Dr.  Garrod's  chemical  researches 
may  prove  that  the  potash  destroys  the  properties  of  the  henbane, 
the  experience  of  surgeons  in  general  must  be  in  favor  of  the  efficacy 
of  the  prescription  above  mentioned. 


Jl^Dr.  Hoskins,  in  his  Translation  of  Dr.  Scharling's  work  on 
the  Chemical  JHecrinUnation  qf  Vesical  Calculi,  published  the  val». 
able  Table  on  Urinary  Diseases  to  be  found  in  our  present  number, 
and  which  was  prepared  for  him  by  the  late  Dr.  liarshall  Hall. 


006  JbdHaruH 

Sieord  on  Chancre. — The  renowned  sjpliflograplier  of  the  Sbpi- 
ial  du  Midi,  ia  at  last  compelled  to  admit,  that  he  is  a  little  be- 
fogged in  his  notions  on  syphilis.  An  octavo  yolnme  of  his  lectures, 
delivered  daring  the  past  year,  has  lately  been  presented  to  the  pro- 
fession, and  a  reviewer  of  the  work  in  the  Oautie  des  ffopitaux,  for 
October  10th,  prefaces  his  remarks  very  appropriately  with  the 
Inaxim  that — ^the  absnrd  man  is  he  who  never  changes  his  opinions. 
Hitherto  Bicord  has  most  obstinately  maintained  that  the  indu- 
rated chancre  was  the  only  infecting  chancre.  Now  he  declares  that 
those  two  varieties — ^the  hard  and  the  soft — are  both  inocnlable,  de- 
cidedly contagions,  and  transmissible  from  one  individual  to  another. 
The  phagedenic  chancre,  he  how  admits,  is  sometimes  followed  by 
infection.  If  the  reader  will  take  the  trouble  to  read  his  Treatise 
on  Inoculation,  his  Lectures  on  Syphilis,  his  Lettere,  and  his  edition 
of  John  Hunter  on  Venereal,  his  speeches  before  the  Academy  of 
Medicine,  and,  last  of  all,  the  work  just  published,  he  will  be  fuDy 
satisfied,  that  if  a  frequent  change  of  opinion  entitles  a  man  to  the 
benefit  of  the  maxim  above  quoted  from  his  friend  in  the  CfazeiU  da 
Bopitcmm,  then  is  Ricord  the  last  man  in  the  world  to  whom  the 
prefix  of  **  absurd  "  can  be  applied. 


Oraphie  Sketch  o/Bpiiepsy. — ^Lucretius,  in  his  De  RerumNaUtTa^ 
p.  879|  thus  describes  this  disease  : 

Qain  etiam,  subito,  vi  morbi  iSBpe  coactus 
Ante  ooalos  aliquis  nostros,  ut  fulminis  ietu, 
Concidit)  et  spumas  agit ;  ingemit,  et  tremit  artos ; 
Besipit)  extentat  nerros,  torqaetur,  anhelat 
Inoonstanter,  et  in  Jactando  menbra  fatigat. 


Inde  ubl  jane  morbi  reflexit  cansaai 


Tom  quasi  vacillans,  primmn  eonsargit  et  omneia 
Paolatim  redit  in  seneos,  animamqae  reoeptat. 


**0n  the  Signs  of  Pregnancy," — ^It  seems  strange  that  Dr. 
Montgomery  should  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  write  so  elab- 
orate a  treatise  on  this  subject,  when  the  old  sage  of  Cos  summed 


MUarial.  907 

up  the  whole  matter  in  three  lines.  Thus,  in  the  4l8t  Aphorism  of 
Hippocrates,  we  find  the  following : 

"  If  yon  wish  to  know  whether  a  woman  is  pregnant  or  not,  in- 
stead of  supper,  give  her  hjdromel  (water  impregnated  with  honey) 
at  hed-time ;  if  she  experiences  griping  pains  in  the  abdomen,  she 
is  pr^nant;  otherwise,  she  has  not  conceived." 

Hippocrates,  in  another  place,  refers  to  a  matter  of  some  impor- 
tance in  its  bearings  on  the  duration  of  pr^nancy.  He  states  that 
his  own  father  knew  not  his  mother  for  two  years  before  his  birth  1 
We  believe  that  the  Roman  law  was  somewhat  liberal  in  cases  of 
protracted  gestation^  but  the  Greeks  must  have  had  some  very  pecu- 
liar notionB  on  the  subject,  if  they  ranked  the  birth  of  this  re- 
puted 18th  lineal  descendant  of  ^sculapius  (the  latter,  son  of 
Apollo,)  among  the  legitimate  1 


Incontinence  of  Urine, — ^M.  Trous6e(y  seems  to  have  most  un- 
bounded confidence  in  the  efficacy  of  Belladonna  in  the  treatment  of 
incontinence  of  urine.  A  girl  set.  19,  entered  the  hospital,  who 
voided  her  urine  two  or  three  times  during  the  night.  He  com- 
menced with  1  centigramme  (gr,  .1543  Troy)  of  the  extract,  and 
in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  increased  the  dose  to  18  centigrammes. 
He  insists  upon  the  continued  use  of  the  medicine  for  several 
months  after  the  incontinence  has  ceased,  as  a  return  of  the  diffi- 
culty may  otherwise  be  anticipated. 


Diahetee. — ^M.  Piorry  says  that  diabetic  patients  ought  to  be  sup- 
plied with  sugar,  or  substances  which  are  transformable  into  sugar, 
in  order  that  they  may  repair  the  unnatural  waste  produced  by  the 
malady.  He  bases  this  practice  on  the  researches  of  MM.  Dumas 
and  Bernard,  which  show  that  sugar  is  indispensable  to  the  main- 
tenance of  life. 


Trephining  in  Epilepsy,  Dr.  G.  P.  Johnson,  Prof,  of  Anatomy 
in  the  Medical  College  of  Virginia,  has  reported,  in  the  October 
number  of  the  Virginia  Medical  Journal,  a  case  of  epilepsy,  the 
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resnlt  of  an  injury  to  the  sknil,  cared  by  the  application  of  the 
trephine.  The  patient  was  seen  four  years  afterwardy  and  was  free 
from  the  attacks.  In  onr  edition  of  Yelpean's  Operative  Surgery, 
we  appended  the  following  note  in  reference  to  the  operation  under 
similar  circumstances : —  ^ 

The  trephine  has  been  frequently  employed  by  American  sur- 
geons in  the  treatment  of  epilepsy,  and  Dr.  Stephen  Smith  hu 
furnished  us  with  an  interesting  statistical  paper  on  the  subject,  is 
the  New  York  Journal  of  Medicine  for  March,  1852.  Of  27  caeet, 
there  were  unrelieved,  none  ;  relieved,  but  not  cured,  8;  immediate 
relief  after  operation,  2;  relieved  when  seen  at  the  end  of  a  month, 
8;  between  one  and  six  months,  3;  between  six  months  and  one 
year,  6;  between  one  and  five  years  8;  set  down  cored,  but  lapse 
of  time  from  date  of  operation  to  time  last  seen,  not  given,  7. 

Among  the  causes,  we  have,  external  violence  to  the  head,  24: 
scrofulous  caries  of  cranial  bones,  1;  unknown,  2.  Appearances : 
Thickening  of  bone,  7;  fracture,  6;  both  tables,  4;  inner  table, 
fractured,  and  driven  in,  2;  spicula  of  bone,  5;  no  morbid  ap- 
pearances, 1. 


J^Dr.  Brown-Sequard  is  the  editor  of  a  new  quarterly  jour- 
nal, to  be  published  in  Paris,  and  to  be  called  The  Quarterly  Jour- 
Tud  of  Physiology,  In  his  prospectus  he  declares,  that  as  the  object 
of  the  publication  is  solely  to  advance  science,  personal  disputes  will 
be  always  completely  excluded. 


Amputation  at  the  Ankle  Joint. — In  the  new  edition  of  Fergu- 
son's Practical  Surgery,  lately  issued  in  London,  Mr.  F.  has  greatly 
modified  Lis  views  in  reference  to  the  merits  of  the  above  operation. 
He  says,  "What  with  violent  inflammation  extending  up  the  leg. 
sloughing,  secondary  hemorrhage,  death  immediately  dependent  on 
the  operation,  tardy  healing  of  the  wound,  aad  defective  condition 
of  the  stump,  from  languor  of  circulation,  and  tenderness,  so  that 
it  could  not  be  pressed  upon  or  made  useful,  I  have  formed  a  most 
unfavorable  impression  against  it."  As  our  readers  are  aware,  am- 
putation at  the  ankle-joint  was  brought  prominently  before  the  pro- 
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fession  by  Professor  Sjme ;  and  the  Edinbargli  Drofessor  thus  com- 
pliments his  brother  Scotchman,  who  flourishes  in  the  Bri^ibh 
metropolis.  After  stating  that  the  operation  is  in  the  highest  de- 
gree satisfactory,  if  done  in  accordance  with  certain  principles  which 
have  been  carefully  explained,  InU  is  difficult  and  disastrous  if  pet" 
formed  incorrectly ^  he  adds  : 

' '  The  duty  of  a  good  surgeon  is  to  discover  his  errors  so  as  to 
avoid  them,  and  not  to  parade  their  bad  results  as  a  reason  for 
relinquishing  beneficial  treatment.  (Now  for  the  pith  of  the 
joke. — Ed.)  It  appears  from  a  published  report  (Dr.  James  Ar- 
nott,  November,  1856),  that  the  proportion  of  deaths,  after  opera- 
tions for  stone  in  adults,  in  King's  College  Hospital  (to  which  Mr. 
^.  is  surgeon)  is  two  in  three  cases ;  but  this  melancholy  result  would 
surely  be  no  good  ground  for  the  general  abandonment  of  Lithoto- 
my." A  modest  gentleman,  is  the  professor  who  ' '  possesses  the  un- 
precedented advantage,  in  Edinburgh,  of  a  permanent  appointment 
to  the  hospital  practice  of  surgery  !"  Many  of  our  readers  have 
not  forgotten  his  denunciation  of  compression  in  the  treatment  of 
aneurism,  and  his  assertion  that  ligature  of  the  femoral  artery  is  a 
perfectly  safe  operation,  in  opposition  to  the  fact  established  by 
statistics,  that  about  one  in  four  of  all  that  submit  to  this  opera- 
tion die,  because,  forsooth,  such  bunglars  as  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  Dr. 
Mott,  Mr.  Listen,  Aston  Key,  and  Mr.  Ferguson,  could  not,  like 
Professor  Syme,  perform  it  according  to  proper  principles,  and 
with  sufficient  care ! 


Incontinence  of  Urine. — Mr.  Simon,  of  St.  Thomas'  Hospital, 
London,  is  treating  cases  from  atony ^  not  the  result  of  irritable  blad- 
der from  other  causes,  by  means  of  galvanism ;  the  current  being 
conveyed  by  the  aid  of  a  catheter  in  the  bladder.  In  several  in- 
stances his  success  has  been  quite  satisfactory. 


Wutzer*s  Radical  Cure  of  ffemia. — We  perceive  by  the  London 
journals,  that  this  operation  continues  to  be  practiced  in  that  city, 
and  the  results  are  said  to  be  generally  favorable.  But  the  reports 
have  been  made  too  early  to  know  whether  a  core  was  really 
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effected.  Take^  finr  example,  a  notice  of  Mr.  Erichaen's  case. 
'*  Wutzer's  of)eration  was  performed  on  March  4th,  end  the  ap- 
paratus was  removed  on  the  11th.  No  ill  symptoms  had  occurred, 
and  the  patient  was  discharged  cured  on  the  6th  of  April."  Rather 
premature,  this.  We  have  at  present  a  patient  in  the  Commercial 
Hospital,  where  matters  progressed  very  favorably  for  the  same 
length  of  time,  but  after  waiting  a  few  weeks,  the  hernia  again 
descended.  In  our  next  number,  we  may  discuss  some  pionts 
connected  with  this  operation,  as  we  have  received  several  com- 
munications on  the  subject,  which  we  have  had  no  time  to  an- 
swer by  letter. 


"Controversy  Pipes,**— It  is  stated,  that  in  all  the  tobacco  shops 
in  the  chief  streets  in  London,  very  large  clay  pipes,  treble  the 
usual  size,  are  now  exhibited  in  the  shop  windows,  and  labelled  the 
"Controversy  Pipes,"  and  dedicated  to  Dr.  Solly. 


Dean  StdfVs  Prophecy — A  few  years  since,  while  on  a  visit  to 
Dublin,  we  were  conducted  by  Dr.  Croker  through  the  large  estab- 
lishment devoted  to  the  treatment  of  the  insane,  which  was  erected 
through  the  instrumentality  of  this  strange  divine.  In  buiKling 
this  "house  for  fools  and  mad,"  be  seems  to  have  had  a  pR*senti- 
ment  that  he  himself  would  some  day  fall  a  victim  to  the  dnadful 
disease.  It  is  related  of  him,  that  on  one  occasion,  when  walking 
about  a  mile  from  Dublin  with  the  author  of  the  "  Night  Thoui;:hts," 
he  gazed  upward  at  a  noble  elm,  which  was  withered  and  decave*! 
in  its  uppermost  branches,  and  becaniie  fixed  as  a  statue.  8ooa  he 
feelingly  exclaimed,  **  I  shall  be  like  that  tree — I  shall  die  at  the 
top."  We  need  not  record  how  fearfully  his  prediction  was  veri- 
fied. Lord  Byron,  as  is  well  known,  often  wrote  **  to  keep  himself 
from  going  mad  by  eating  his  own  heart,"  and  when  in  such  moods 
would  exclaim,  **I  shall  die  like  Swift — dying  at  top." 


New  Sydenham  Society. — An  effort  has  been  made  to  organize 
another  Sydenham  Society,  for  the  purpose  of  republishing  modem 
works  and  papers,  and  more  especially  those  of  a  practical  class. 
A  second  meeting  would  soon  be  held,  and  the  matter  dcfiniu^ly 
settled. 
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